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Derby came np; it cousisted of four carriages and two vans, oue guard Midiand lew ay

accompanicd the train, whe was in the rear van.  The driver states that it
was very fogey, but that he saw the red light about fifty yards off] and
that the (\\p]o-.m, sirmals went off.  Ile says “that he instantly threw the
engine into back gear, gave the signal for the guard to apply his Lreak, and
that the fireman put on the tender break. The train, notwithstanding, could
not be brought up until it had pitched into the tail of the coal train. Vhe
part of the line where the collision occurred was on a long descending gra-
dient. of 1 in 330. The speed, the driver states, did ot excead thntv or
thirtyv-five milex an hour. Az 1000 vards ought (o be mnplc space, winder
ordinary circumstances, to bring up a train of “the weight of the one 1 ques-
tion, travelling at the speed stated, the excuse offered “for not being able to
do =0, was, th..l'i the rvails were like tec; and as it wax foggy, and both wno“mcr
and ﬁ‘ecmno at the time, there can be no doubt that the rails were in a bad
state: and, muplcl with the fact that the train at the time was trav elling
over a 110\(0nrhns: gradient, I think it probable that the driver was not proceed-
ing much bevoud Tiis proper speed.  Considering the state of the weather, the
lgnd.l should have been sent further back, and the driver ought to have
procecded with greater caution.  There appears, however, to be less matter
for censure than 1s usual in such occurrences.
I have, &ec.,
The Secretary of Hhw Georce Wrysxg,
Railway Department, Bowred of Trade. Capt. Rayal Engineers.

LANCASIHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.

Raihweay Deportiwent, Board of Trade,
Sir, Wheiteladl, Jammu 23, 1654,

I ast divected by the Lords of the Commitiee of Privy Council {or Trade
to transmit to vou the inclosed copy of a report which they have received fron:
their inspecting officer upon the aceident which oceurred at the Bellficld cutting,
on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, on the 4th instant.

My Lords dircet me to request yon to call the particnlar attention of the
directors to the remarks of the mspecting officer wupon the desirableness of afford-

ing a constant means of conmmunication with the guards and engine drivers of

trains.

Lo the Seeretury of the I have, &c.,
Lancashive wnd Yorlshire Railvr ey Conrpreaany, Jasrs Boorn.
Sk, Manchester, Janwary 17, 1854,

I compliance with the instructions contained in your letter of the 13th
imstant, I have the honour to report, tor the mlormation of the Lords of the
Committee of Privy Council for Trade, the result of iny mquuy into the cir-
cumstances attending the collision whieh oceurred on the 4th instant in the
Bellficld cutting of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway

It appears that as the 1.20 p-m. passenger tramn from Nor manton was p: asslng
the Bellfield cutting on the 1th instant, the three last carriages and the break
vall were thrown oﬁ the bne by a snow- dntt ; and that the van and two sccond-
class carriages, being left standing across the other line of rails, were ran into
immediately adter wards by another passenger train proceeding in the opposite
dircetion. s far as L can learn, there was only one passenger in the carriages
which remamed across the line a gentleman who afterwards walked to Roch-
(lalc; but several passengers in the teain which ran into them, were shaken.

The train from Normanton, consisted ol two engines, elucn carriages and two
vans. . OF these, avan and two sccond-class carriages were thrown across the
down lmo- whilst a first-class carriage, which left the Tine at the same time, was
dragged after the remaider of the train, and its wheels torn off.  The train

was stopped at nearly a mile from the Belificld eutting, and within 150 vards ot

the Rochdale station.  The guard belonging to the vau which was thrown across
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the down line, set a wire signal, which serves to protect a siding close to the
scene of the accident, at * danger,” but too late to stop the approaching train—and
then ran back to stop any train that might be following on the same line. The
other guard saw from his van, that a portion of lis train had been lett behind,
and after an imeflcetnal attempt to cross the tops of the carriages, passed over
the foothoards to the driver, who had, however, already commeunced to slacken
his speedl. 7

The train from Rochdale was about two honrs after its time, having been
detained by the snow, and having left the Manchester portion behind altogether.
It was composed of two engines, four carriages and a van. This train must
have been somc distance within the distant signal from the Bellfiekl siding, at
the time that that signal was set to ““ danger” by the guard of the othier train, as
it met the other train drasging its first-class carriage “off the line,” at little
more than fifty vards {rom the scene of the collision,

This collision appears to have been of a nature purely accidental ; but it is
one of thosc cases which points to the necessity of a means of communication
hetween guards and drivers. _

‘There happened to be a yunard left in the train from Norinanton, after the
three last carviage: had been detached ; but as this guard had no good means
ot communicating with the driver, the train was allowed to run for ncarly a
mile ftom the scence of the accident, with the last—a first-class—carriage off the
ling; whercas, if the guard had possessed a more easy mode of transit by the
toot-boards, or been able to apply a greater number of breaks, or heen provided
with a rope attached to a bell on the tender, or any other method of” attracting
the attention of the drviver, a considerable amount of danger might have been
avoided, not only to the passengers of this first-class carriage, and to the puard,
but also to the passengers in the eight other carriages of the train.

I have, &ec.,
To the Secretary of the H. W. TyLer, Lieut. &.1.,
Railway Department, Bonrd of Trode. Inspector of Ruiheays.

Lancashire and Yorkshire Raitiwuy,
Sir, Secretary’s Office, Manchesier, January 26, 1354.

I B to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant,
inclosing copy of a veport from Licutenant Tvler, R.E., upon the aceident
which occurred at the Bellficld cutting on the 4th instant. I have duly sub-
mitted the same to the directors of this company, and I have heen desired to
inform you, in reply, that the direetors have at present under consideration the
mcans praper to be adopted to sccure a practicable and efficient method ot com-
munication between the guards and engine drivers.

To James Booth, Fsquire, I have, &c.,
e, Y. Jxo, Dunstax, Junior,
Secretory.

EANTERN COUNTIES RAILWAY.

Raibway Department, Board of Trade,
SIR, Whitehall, March 2, 1854.

I am directed by the lLords of the Committee of Privy Council for
Trade to forward to you the enclosed copy of the report of the officer appointed
by their Lordships to nquire into and report upon the circumstances attending
a collision that occurred upon the Eastern Counties Railway, on the 5th
January, near Thetford.

I am to observe that this accident would appear to have arisen from the ina-
tulity of the inferior officers of the company to meet the emergency of a sudden
obstruction of the line, when they no longer possessed the power of commnni-
cating with their superiors by means of the electric telegraph. Tt appears,
however, to my Lords that the laxity and want of precision which characterised
the orders which werc given upon the oceasion, and the violation of these orders
by onc of the superior officers of the company, must have been to some extent
attributable to the want of a proper discipline on the railway; and my Lords
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