70.

block were very greasy, and no doubt the springing of the buffers which had been cor,.
pressed when the engine set back on to the nine waggons just gave the single truck
sufficient impetus to move slowly down the siding, when the engine and nine truckg
started away from it. The truck was standing when detached on a falling gradient of
1 in 90, and 12 yards nearer the outlet siding the gradient changesto 1 in 1z0 to close by
the fouling poiut, where it becomes 1 in 500. The distance the truck ran was just
under 150 yards.

Just after the engine and nine trucks had gone back into the Crane siding, the
signalman at 7.6 p.n. received “Is line clear” signal for the 6.52 p.m. Wakefield to
Dewsbury passenger train, and after ascertaining that the engine was well inside the
sidings signal, he placed that signal to danger, opened the trap points for the sidings,
and accepted the passenger train at 7.7 p.m. But by this time the single truck must
have got through the trap points of the Washing siding, and it apparently came to a stand
fouling the main line just at the points leading into the carriage sidings.

A minute or so later the passenger train ran into the truck, the engine striking it
a glancing blow and knocking it clear of the down Wakefield-Dewsbury line on to
the up Thornhill to Dewsbury line adjoining.

The shunter on going back with the nine waggons into the Crane road walked on
the side of them away from the Washing sidings and so did not notice the single waggon
moving, nor did the driver or fireman of the shunting engine, who no doubt were
Jooking to the work they were immediately concerned with. It being quite dark at the
time it was impossible for the signalman to see the single waggon moving down the
siding, and as he ascertained that the engine was tuside the sidings signal before accepting
the passenger train, I do not consider any blame rests on him for the collision.

In view, however, of the fact that the fouling point of the sidings and main line is
not visible from the signal cabin, the Company should, I consider, give instructions that.
after shunting operations of any kind, the signalman should always receive a message
from the shunter or person in charge that everything is secure in the sidings and that
the running lines are clear, before lowering his signals for the main lines, in order that
Rule 62 () of the Greneral Rule Book may be strictly carried out.

I have, &e.,
The Assistant Secretary, E. Drurrt,
Railway Department, ' Major, R.L.
Board of Trade.

Printed copies of the above Report were gent the Company on the Yth February, 1901.

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.

Board of Trade (Railway Department),
8, Richmond Terrace, Whitehall, London, S.W
SiR, December 15th, 1900.

1 vave the honour to report, for the information of the Board of Trade, in
zompliance with the Order of the 1st December, the result of my enquiry into the causes
of the collision which occurred on the 28th November, near Brighouse Fast Cabin, on the
Lancashire and Y orkshire Railway.

In this case the 3.32 a.m. up passenger train from Normanton to Halifax ran into
the brake van and 21 waggons that had broken away from the 8.50 p.m. goods train from
Goole to Sowerby Junction, and which had been left standing on the up main line with
the brake van 405 yards from Brighouse East signal-box.

There was only one passenger in the Normanton to Halifax train, and he was
uninjured, but the driver and fireman of this train were somewhat badly shaken.

The Halifax train consisted of a four-wheels-coupled tender-engine with leading
bogie running chimney first, a third half van, a bogie composite, a bogie third, a bogie
third van, a North-Iastern Company’s open fish truck, and two brake vans, The engine
was fitted with the automatic vacuum brake on the four driving wheels and six tender
wheels, and with a hand brake on all six tender wheels. All the carriage wheels were
braked except the middle pair of the leading van and those of the fish truck. The latter
was fitted with a train pipe.
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T'he collision occurred at 3.53 a.m.
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and leading brake van were thrown off the rails, and the former badly
at the tail of the Goole train was smashed to pieces, and five trucks

Jars of the damage to the rolling stock and permanent way are given in the

Description.

Brighouse Iiast signal cabin, near which the accident occurred, is the block cabin

between l ,
Y orkshire Railway.
up Al

of it, two loop lines join the main lines.
?

Brighouse West box on the Lancashire and

For some distance towards Bradley Wood Junction there are only
1 down main lines which run approximately east and west.
The signal cabin is on the north side of the down main line, and about 15 yards west

cen Bradley Wood Junction hox and T

The up loop, into which the leading part of the 8.50 p-m. goods train went, is on

the south side of the up main, on the opposite side of the lines to the signal-box.

This

loop is 433 yards long in .the clear, u.nd can l}old an engine and 62 to 65 waggons,
according to their length, its outlet being opposite Brighouse West cabin, the next block

box in advance. _
The down loop starts at this latter

Brighonse Fast cabin.
yard.

cabin and has its outlet 15 yards west of
Connected with this loop are numerous sidings of a goods

The Brighouse Fast up home signals for the main and loop lines are bracketed on a

post 52 yards east of the cabin, and the up main linc distant is 821 yards from the

up home signals.

The point of collision on the up main line was 405 yards east of the cabin, and owing
to the curve and a bank of a cutting further down the line, the lights on the rear of the
guard’s van a% this point could not be seen at a greater distance than 330 yards by a

driver travelling on the up main line,

Tvidence.

Edward Hardeastle, goods guard, states: I
have been in the service 23 years, and have been
a guard since 1891. 1 booked off at 12 noon and
1 booked ou duty again at 8.20 p.m. on 27th
November at Goole, and on account of the acci-
'(_lt?nt I was velieved on the date in question at
720 am on 23th. As a rule I am relieved at
61 am. [ wag working the 8.50 p.m. up train,
booie to Bowerby Bridge, and we lett Mirfield
EX 3.2Laam, with 18 goods, 16 coal,and 21 empties.

,S _We approached Brighouse East, the signals
?fczﬁ(,-o?-’- and the guavd’s van and the reav ])01:ti011
the E‘mltdgn came to a stand about 200 yuards trom
‘dctual(]hv .‘ox. 1 do not know whether the engine
the t-1"1)i ctfllrr.le to a stand and I was unaware that
judne(nl]lv h}fl broken loose. Ag near as .I can
bef(?l-e “) \LLIn would  be standing 10 minutes

con st"lﬁl{}' collision Vloccm"}'ed. After we had
Watel, fmclu}i,r a.bout.) five minutes T looked at my
maty li;le(sicl)‘n':r%m yo.hi—7, and both the loop and
CXPross o 1 rclb&():l\bu:le Eh(?n on. tThe tract'of1 th$
came 1, fllebc;11c1~ (lue came in 0‘.1?1). mind, 1
able ¢ -~ (1.1&,1011 that the signalman wasg
finish, 30 1} 1t ]us into the loop and sat down to
altop }P:L)vi );ea ;f'as‘t-, which I had commenced
hearq ti\e an ‘erf'leltl. Shortly afterwards 1
Jumped Ou'tXDE(zss approaching and I 1_n11ned_mtely
ving t-imoot he‘ van on the down side w1.thout
Warny \Ule an f)‘get_ my 1amp or do anything to
ine g1, O'C;tll‘pll oaching train. T had crossed the
YO whey 1) about six yards away fromt the brake-
been Stundinlg .(g)lllslou occu.rrod. Atte‘r we hacd

Nehope 1o i1) out three minutes the 2.10 a.m.,

v Fenistone goods, passed us on the
4N live, and my impression was that

this train had been occupying the up loop, and
that was the reason why we were being detained ;
we are frequently detained at this point under
similar circumstances, somefimes once or twice a
week.  After the collision 1 discovered thac
21 waggons and my braks had been left behind
on the main line, and T account for not noticing
the break-loose by the fact that the next waggon
to my van was loaded with hay whicli projected
over the sides and ~which was higher than my
van, and next to that I had several high loaded
waggons of wool. On coming to a stand T did
not apply the brake of my van, but the waggons
did not move backwards, although the line at
this point is on a rising gradient. When we first
came to a stand I did not look for the signals.
Directly after the collision I noticed two engine-
men and two guards get out of the front of the
passenger train with a lamp, and as I had left my
Jamp in my van 1 asked them to go and see what
hacdl happened to the driver and fireman of the
passenger train.  They did so, and just ag we got
to the engine the driver appeared and stated that
he was all right and nothing much the worse. 1
then went to the rear of the pasgsenger train and
niet the guard coming up. After a short con-
veraation he went back to protect his train, and 1
went to the signal-box and told the signalman
what had happened. When I arrived there I
shouted to the signalman from the four-foot,
when he came to the window I said ¢ Do you
know what has oceurred, mate,” he replied “ No,
what's to do.” I said “'The express has run into
my train.” Ie did not appear to be aware that
the whole of our train was not in the loop, and
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after looking towards the loop and realising that
it was not tliere, he went back into the cabin
without saying anything further, I then went
on towards the goods yard and met goods
inspector Anderson and told him what had
happened. When I first saw the passenger train,
about 100 yards away from my van, the driver had
full steam on, and I cannot say whether he had
shut off steam or not before he struck my train.

Richard Sykes, signalman, states : 1 have been
in the gervice seven years and eight months, and
have been a signalman four years, six months of
which I have been at Brighouse Kast box. I
booked on duty at 16 p.m. on 27th November at
Brighouse Hast box to work until 6 a.m. on
28th, having booked off duty the day previous at
6 a.m. I received “Is line clear ?"” signal fron
Bradley Wood Junction for the 8.50 p.m. goods
train, Goole to Sowerby Bridge, at 3.28 and
accepted it at 3.30 a.m. T could not accept it at
3.28 becanse at that time I expected to have the
11.50 p.m. goods, Bradford to Brighouse, train to
put into the up loep, as the inspector in the yard
had informed me that he could not then deal
with it. In less than two minutes the inspector
telephoned that he could deal with this train in
the down goods yard, and T then accepted the
Goole train as tlie up loop was then quite free. 1
received “ Train entering section’ signal for the
Goole train at 3.40 and the engine pagsed my box
at 3.43. I offered it to Brighouse West at 3.40
and it was accepted at the same time. T did not
take off my signal immediately because, just as
Brighouse West accepted the train, the telephone
circuit bell rang and I went to that, and atter-
wards had some conversation with the goods
yard inspector on the telephone with regard to
an approaching train from Luddendenfoot. This
caused me to forgei to take my loop signal off for
the Goole train until I heard the driver whistling.
When I tock the loop signal off, the engine of the
Goole train was about 100 yards from it, and my
impression is that it did not come to a stand. As
goon as the engine of the Goole train passed my
cabin I turned to do some other work in connec-
tion with the down line, and I did not notice the
brake of the Goole train pass my box. At 3.44
the 2.10 a.m., Brighouse to Penistone, left the
down loop and I then looked to see if the Goole
train was clear in the up loop. I saw gome lights
gome distance up the loop, which I took to be its
tail light, and T gave “Out of section ™ signal to
Bradley Wood Junction at 3.44. T put on my
loop signal and reversed the points for the main
line at this time. At 3.48 I received “Is line
clear ? " signal tor the 3.22 a.m. passenger train,
Normanton to Halifax, and T accepted it at the
same time, and it was also accepted at Brighouse
West at 3.43. T received “Train entering sec-
tion ” signal at 3.52. When I accepted the express
at 3.48 T immediately took off the signals for it,
and about 3.53 I heard a crash and the wire from
my up distant signal was plucked twice, which
gave me the impression that some boys working
for Messrs. Holme and King had fallen over the
wire, and 1 thought the reagon for the express
not arriving was that the driver had seen these
persons crossing the line and had brought his
train to a stand to see if he had hit anyone. A
minute or two after I had heard the crash a goods
nnmber-taker telephoned from the shunters’
cabin in the yard that half of the Goole to Sowerby
Bridge train was in the loop, did anyone know
where the other half wag? I replied that if the
train is not complete in the loop the express had
run into the rear portion below heve. Shortly
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afterwards, guard Stansfield, of Mirfield, wl
travelling by the passenger train to act aslo Wi
guard, came to my box and shouted fropy, t}feh.@f-
foot way :—¢“Hello, Bobby, do you knowe
part of the Goole to Sowerby train ig do\\,th'at
Holme and King's new railway, and has he 0
into by the express ? 7 T replied that I wug afpns
something of the sort had happened from the”.“d
formation I had got from the number-takey, ’Tl“‘
entries in my book that the Goole train arriveq ¥
3.43, and was given “Out of section™ ¢ 55(4“
were made after 3.44, but before I had accei{t 4.
the Normanton to Halifax train at 3.48. T cm‘_ned
say that I saw red lights up the loop ; they mig}?g
have been white lights, it was rather hazy 44 th
time, Iam sure I looked for lights and thut;};
saw something which led me to believe that the
whole of the train had entered the loop. T g3q
not give the ¢ Obstruction—danger” signal s,
either direction, although I know the rule to that
effect, because 1 did not think it necessavy ag 1
knew cxactly how things were, and that thepe
was nothing moving, and that nothing would pe
made safer by so doing. About 15 minutes uftep
the accident goods inspector Anderson, who had
been to the scene of the accident, came back and
said both lines were blocked, and that T mugt
telephone for the traffic to be diverted ; this wag
done and the breakdown van wired for. T know
the up loop holds between 64 and 68 waggong,
and the 8.50 pm., Goole to Sowerby Bridge,
has usually 40 to 50 waggons. When I saw what
I took to be the tail lights of the 8.50 p.m. train
some distance up the loop, I thought that perhaps
the signalman at Brighouse West had let it out °
on to the main line to cross some waggons over
to the yard, although he must have known that
the express was just due.

Samuel Greenwood, driver. states : T have been
in the service since 1866, aud a driver since 1877.
On November 27th I signed off duty at 12.5 p.m.
and on again at 8.5 p.m. to work until abous
5.45 a.m. on 28th. 1 was working the 8.30 p.m.
goods train, Goole to Sowerby Bridge, and we had
a clear road to Bradley Wood Junction, wherg
I whistled for the loop at Brighouse East. The
distant signal for Brighouse Rast was on. and
T reduced speed to be prepared to stop at the
home signal. On approaching the signal both
the loop and main line arms were at danger, and
T whistled again for the loop. Before 1 had
come to a stand, and when I was about 1)
waggons from the signal, the loop arm droppeds
and T gave the engine steam and drew cautiously
into the loop. I did not feel any pluck in the
train, and when passing the box T looked towards
it, but do not know whether the signalman was
looking out or not. He did not show us any
light. I happened to catch sight of the cabin
clock and noticed it was 3.42. T travelled along
the loop cautiously and came to a stand with the
engine cloge up toc the outlet signal at the West
end., After standing two or three minutes t-h(?
West Box up home signal for the main line Was
pulled off, and I said to my mate, ¢ We're inside
clear at the other end.” T could not have seel
the side lights of the brake owing to the curve
and bank at this point had itnot become demchedv
After leaving Mirfield T could not see the side
light of the van on account of the curves nnd)ﬁ
large sheeted waggon next the van. 1 looke
back after coming to a stand in the up 10(1136'
T could not see the Kast cabin on account of b le-
haze. Shortly after this a number-taker 9amr
down and told me that we had only halt of 0{:11’
train, and T then said, “ Run and tell the BIg"%
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man.” 1 am quite sure there was no jerk which
might cause a breakloose when we were slackened
at the loop signal for the Last Box. I id not
apoly my brake saddenly on noticing the loop
signal was at danger, as it was not necessary to
do 80, geeing that I was ranningeslowly and that
the signal came off. 1 am sure that T did not
apply steam sharply and that nothing happened
which might lead the guard or myself to expect
& breakloose. After the collision occurred I went
down my train to examine it, and found that we
had 34 waggons attached to my engine, and that
the coupling at the trailing end of the last
wagzgon was intact, but there was one link on the
draw-bar hook which had evidently broken away
from the 35th waggon. 1 went on down the line
and found that svhe leading waggon of thosc
left Lehind on the main line, and which belonged
to J. L. Thompson, had ouly a D link left on the
draw-bar ook. I looked for the remaining link
on the line and found it under the second carriage
of the passenger train. It was broken in two
parts, and the parts now produced are those
I found. The link ~was slightly faulty at one
end. My engine was a six-coupled tender-engine
with six-wheeled tender, fitted with the automatic
vacaum brake on all six wheels of engine, and
six tender wheels, and hand brake on six tender
wheels. It was running chimney firsc,

Jolhw Dyson, fireman, states: 1 have been in
the service since L8YI, and have been a vegular
fireman since April, 1900,
driver Greenwood on the day before the accident,
and signed on duty at the same time and to work
the samme hours as he (id. I am quite certain
that [ felt no jerk which might cause a break-
loose, and I corroborate the statement of my
driver.

J. W Stecle, guard, states : 1 have been in the
service 26 years and a guard 18 years. I came
off duty at 6 a.m.and booked on duty again at
.30 p.m. on November 27th to work until v a.n.
on 28th. I was working the 3.22 a.m. passenger
train, Normanton to Ialifax. We left Mirfield
two minutes late. I was checking paveels, and
the first I knew about anything being wrong was
when [ found myself on the van floor, with
parcels and mails on the top of me. Assoon as
1 collected myself I got out of the van and
walked up the train to see what was the matter.
I met the goods guard and told him to go to the
cabin and stop all traffic. A passenger looked
out of one of the carriages, and when he saw me
he came and asked what was th2 matter. 1 told
him, and asked him if he was hurt, to which he
replied “No.” The passenger then appears to
have gone up to the station. I then immediately
went back to protect my train as far as Bradley
Wood Junction, placing tog signals on the rails

I was working with
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at intervals until I got there. My train was

composed as follows :—

Wheels.

Engine ... —
Third half-van 6
Bogie composite... 3
Bogie third 8
Bogie third van ... 8
North-Eastern open fish

truck 4
Brake van 4
Brake van 4

with an automatic vacuum bmke on all wheels
except the fish truck and two middle wheels of
the third half van., The fish truck was fitted
with a train pipe. The van nextto the engine had
all six wheels off the rails. I did nol nolice the
driver apply the vacuum brake before the collision
occurred. I was a bit shaken when knocked
down, but was all right after a few days.

J. Glover, driver, states : I have been in the
gervice since 1869, and a booked driver since
1+84. On November 27th I signed off duty at
10.30 a.m., and on November 28th I signed o
duty abt 1 a.m. to work mntil 10.30 a.m. I was
working the 3.22 am. up train from Normanton
to Halifax. We left Mirfield at 3.47, our next
stop being Brighouse Station. We had a clear
road from Mirfield and all signals were oft for us
at Brighouse East box. On rounding the curve
approaching the latter place 1 canght sight of
three red lights ahead, but first thought that a
goodls train had been shunted on to the down
main line and that the guard had forgotten to
change his lights. It however immediately
struck me that the lights were on our road, and I
should then be about 150 yards {from the point of
collision. We should be travelling about 40 miles
per hour, and I at once shut oft steam and had
barely got the brake full on when wwe struck the
van. The collision was a very severe one and
the train in front was, I think, propelled some
considerable distance. I stopped on the foot-
plate and was not thrown down, although I got a
severe shalking. My engine wag a four-coupled
bogie front tender engine, running chimney firat,
with vacnum brakeg on four driving wheels and
six tender wheels, and hand brake on six tender
wheels, and it was thrown oft the rails and badly
damaged. I made the engine right by slacking
the fire, and I saw that the gnard had gone back
to protect the train.

W. Mitchell, fireman, states: I have been in
the service for six-and-a-half years and have been
an extra fireman for four years. I had not
worked on the day previous to the accident, and
on the day of the occurrence I signed on duty at
the same time as driver Glover and to work the-
same hours. I corroborate the statement of my
driver.

Ceonelusion,

This collision was caused by cavelessness on the part of signalman Richard Sykes,
who failed to watch the 8.50 p.m., Goole to Sowerby Bridge tmm, as it passed his box

— Brighouse East—

Wood Junctiou. the cabin in rear, without sa‘msfymo
Sykes had accepted the train at 3.30 a.m,, and he received the
" signal for it from Bradley Wood Junction at 3.40 a.m., and he

passed into the up ]oop.
“ Train entering section’

and who gave the ““ Train out of aectlon

signal for it to Bradle
himself that the whole of it had

offered it to the cabin in advance-—DBrighouse West—at the same time, and it was accepted

by the signalman there also at 3.40 a.m.

When it was accepted by Brighouse West at 3.40, Sykes did not at once lower his
signal for it as he was just then called to the te ephone, and in consequence the train was

8636
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checked, but did not come actually to u stand, and the driver gave his engine steam again
when about 100 yards from the loop signal, and went on slowly into tle ap loop witl;
the leading portion of his train, leaving 21 waggons and the brake van on the main up
line, the coupling of the 35th waggon having broken.

The driver, Greenwood, states that he felt no jerk on the train and that nothing
happened to Jead him to suppose that the train had parted, and in this he is corroborate
by his fireman and guard.  But from the position where the broken link was found, and
from the statement of the guard Hardcastie, it is most likely that the train parted just as
the engine was given qteam with the 1esult that the engine and 34 waggons went on into
the up loop, and 21 waggons and the guard’s- van were left standing on the up
main line.

As before stated, Sykes did not watch the Goole train as it was passing his box, and
so failed to observe that it had 1o tail lights, his excuse for not doing so belng that he
turned round to do other work.,

At 2.44, Sykes states that he looked to see if the Goole train was clear inside the up
loop and that he saw some lights some distance up the loop which he took to be the tail
lights of the (Goole train, but he could not say whether they were red lights or no, and
thinks they may nave peen white ones, and instead of satisfying himself that all the train
was in the up loop, he 1111medmtely gave the ¢ Train out of section” signal for it to
Bradley Wood Junction, and at 3.48 accepted the Normanton to Halifux passenger train.
He at once took off his smnals for it, having previously put the loop signal to danger and
reversed the loop facing pomts for the main linc. The result was that the passenger train
with all signals oft for 1t ran at a speed of at least 40 miles an hour into the guard’s van
at the rear of the 21 waggons that had been left standing on the main line.

The gnard, Hardeastle, hearing the express coming jumped out of his van and by
s0 doing saved his life as his van was smashed to pieces. The driver and fireman of the
passenger train had a wonderful escape, neither being hurt beyond a severe shaking.
Glover, the driver of the Normanton to Halifax train, on rounding the curve, caught sig ht
of the three tail lights on the guard’s van, plobably when somewhat less than 300 y‘uds
from it,—the ore(LtesL possible distance that he could have seen them was 350 yards—but
he did not at once shut off steutnn and put on his brakes, as he says he thonght that the
lights were those of a goods train that had been shunted on to the down main line, and
that the guard in charge had forgotten to remove them, but realizing immediately
afterwards that they were on the up road, he shut oft steam and had barely got the
vacuum brake full on when the collision occurred.

The eutire blame for the accident must rest on signalman Richard Sykes who
neglected to carry out a most important duty. He further neglected to send the
“ Obstruction danger signal” in either direction after the accident, and although no
danger resulted from his not doing so, he was fully aware of the rule on the subject
and should have carried it out.

Sykes has four yearsexperience as signalman, and had been on duty six hours at
the time of the accident, having been previously off duty for 16 hours.

I have, &ec.,
The Assistant Secretary, 1i. Drurrr,
Bailway Department, Board of Trade. Major, R. 5.

APPENDIX.

DAMAGE 10 PASSENGER TRAIN.

. - . . . Tender.—Main frame, hand rails, and brake
ﬂEngme,fo). 698"(;]5113}119 main framing ‘bl'OkG.I}; shaft hanger bent, and feed pipes brolken.
front platiorm an uffer plate torn O.ﬁ; bogie Lancashire and Yorkshire Bogie Composite.
casting broken; bogic frame and motion plate 771 __One headstock split, and one shackle
bent; all bralke pipes, life guards, feed pipes, |t
and chimney broken off ; sand boxes, cylinder Lancashive and Yorkshire Third Van, No. £,200.
mud cocks, bralke hangers, hand raiis, dome cover, __ . headstock, two end ]onmtu(lmah four end
ash pan, and smoke bhox door and front badly lights, one opal light, &ec., broken; one end

’

damaged. Smashed in and bufTer 1'ods, &ec., bent.
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DAMAGE TO 8.50 PM. (F00D8 TRAIN, GOOLE TO SOWERBY BRIDGE.

ghire and Yorkshire Brake Van, No. 19.—

neA
La dly damaged.

All timbers ba
and Yorkshire Waggon, No. 1,138.—

T.ancashire
i adly damaged.

All timbers b
T,ancashire and Yorkshire Waggon, No. 14,000,
~ﬂz;‘]] timbers badly damaged.

PARTICULARS OF DAMAGE

One 30-ft. steel rail (86 1bs. section) brolken ;
four 30-ft. steel rails (86 1bs. section) badly bent ;
98 sleepers broken ; 38 cast-iron chairs (56 lbs.

Lancashire and Yorkshire Waggon, No. 3,647.—-
All timbers badly damaged.

Lancashire and Yorkshire Waggon, No. 19,597,
—All timbers badly damaged.

Lancashire and Yorkshire Waggon, No 641.—
Two solebars, two headstocks, three end door
planks, four axlebars, &c., broken, -and wheels
displaced. :

TO PERMANENT WAY, &c.
broken ; six angle signal-wire pulleys broken ;

one signal-wire broKen; six steel fish-plates
broken ; four steel fish-bolts broken.

each) broken ; four gignal - wire pulley-posts

Printed copies of the above Report were sent to the Company on the 15th January, 1901.

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.

Board of Trade (Railway Department),
8, Richmond Terrace, Whitehall, l.ondon, S.W.,
January 16th, 1901.
I nave the honour to report for the information of the Board of Trade, in
compliance with the Ovder' of 31st December, 1900, the result of my enquiry
into the cause of the coliixion which occurred on the 24th December,
Darwen Station on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway.
In this case the 5.46 p.m. up Midland express from Hellificld to Manchester ran<into
a Lancashire and Y orkshire light engine which was standing at the outer up home signal
at’ Lower Darwen Station. The driver and fireman of the light engine, and fonr
passengers in the Midland train were injured.

SiR,

The Midland express consisted of o
four-wheels-coupled tender engine bogzie front, running chimney first, fitted with the
steam brake on the four driving wheels and six tender wheels, controlled by the
automatic vacuam brake which was fitted to all the wheels ot the train except the middle
wheels of a third-class coach. The train was composed of :—

Wheels.
Bogie engine composite brake . vee 8
Third-class coach ... . .. . b
Bogie composite ... e 8
Bogie composite brake ... . . . e 8

. Nothing was derailed. The damage to the Midland train and light engine is given
 the Appendix. The accident occurred at about 6.36 p.m.

Description.

Lower Darwen Station, where the accident occurred, has the nsual up and down lines
"inmng through it approximately east and west, but the up line is alone concerned in
this cage ; this runs from west to east.

. Lower Darwen signal-box is on the north side of the up line and is 173 yards cast
of thera east end of the up platform.

he positions of the up signals are as follows :—The signal called in the evidence the
outer home, at which the light engine was standing, is the home signal for the platforn,
and 1s situated a short distance beyond the west end of the up platform; but on the
OPposite side of the line. It is 150 vards from the inner home and 523 vards from the
Signal-box,  The signal called the inner home is the platform stzwtiug sigual and is
S”‘“’-Ujgd Just at the east end of the platform, and therefore 173 yards from the signal-box.
the %iﬁ he starting signal is an advance starter for the station and is 334 yoards ahead of

signal-hox.
The distant is below and slotted with the starting signal of the Engine Shed signal-
M rear, and is 600 yards behind the outer home signal.
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