cengine-tender, until the engine-driver got about 300
vards from the station, when he noticed that ho was
without his train.

e immedintely stopped his engine, and sent his
firsman back to look after the train.

The ficernau bad only gone a few yards back wheun
he met the train following the éngine down the in-
clincof 1in 100, He shouted to the engine-driver
that the train was following, and the engine-driver
tried to get his engine in motion, but could not do so,
owing to his having only one side of his engine in
working order, nnd the cogine at that side being -on
what is ealled its “ centres.”

‘The train mn against the engine-tender at o speed
of about scven or cight miles an hour, The guard,
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who was looking out of his van, and was not aware
that the train was uncoupled from tho engine, was
slightly hurt in the orm and head. Three passengers
have complained of having been hurt.

The accident wns caused by the engine of the pas-
senger train having broken down, and by the engine-
driver having forgotten to get it coupled up again to
the passenger train, after he bad completed the work
necessary to enable the engine to proceed to Birming-
ham with the train.

I bave, &e,,
F. H. Ricn,
Coloncel.

The Secretary,
(Railway Department),
Bourd of Trade.

Printed copies of the above report were sent to the company on the 9th June.

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY.

Siw, Dolgelly, 16th June 1873.
Ix compliance with the initructions contained
in your minute of the 31st ultimo, I have the honour
w report, for the information of the Board of Trade,
the result of my inquiry into the circumstances which
attended the aceident that occurred on the 26th ultimo,
at Much Wealock station, on the Great Western
Railway,

On the day in question, the train which is due to
leave Wellington at 9.30 a.m. for Craven Arms,
started at its proper time.

It consisted of a tank engine, a carringe truck
loaded with market goods, two third class, n composite
carriaze, and a break voan with a guard at the tail of
the teain,

The train waited at Coalbrookdale for the trein
from Shifual, and it was consequently about 9 minutes
lte in reaching Much Wenlock. The engine and
arriaze truck were detached, and the Intter was placed
in the siding at Much Wenlock. The engine was
amin attached to the train, and the driver then
st the signal from the station-master and the guard
«the train to proceed to Craven Arms.

The milway from DBuildwas junction near Coal-
lrookdale, 10 Craven Arws, is a single line.  Theman
who has charge of the points and signals at Much
Wenlock is also charged with the duty of collecting
the passengers tickets. He is stationed in a raised
cahin, which is situated at the south-west end of the
sttion platform.  The poiots and signals connected
with the passenger line are worked in the cabin and
are interfocked with each other. The facing points
which lead to the goods yard are placed about 158
rards on the Craven Arms side of Much Wenlock
sation.  These points are also worked from the signal-
man’s cabin and are interlocked with the station signals.
The signalman placed his signals at danger as soon as
the passenger train arrived. He then left his cabin
to colieet the tickets,

Atthe time that the passenger tmin was leaving
Much Wenlock, a porter, who is charged with the
dety of checking the waggons in the goods yard, was
<anding on the station platform. He was waiting to
push the waggon of market goods into the goods yard.
Assoon as the passenger train left, and before it reached
the points that lead to the goods yard, this man went

into the signal cabin and turned the points to
the goods yard. He became aware of his mistake
when the passenger train had reached the points, and
he then tried to put them back into the proper position
for the passenger train, but he did not do so in time ; and
the engine and earriage next to it were thrown off the
rails, by pnssing through the points while they werc
half open. The three last carvriages of the train
passed through the points in the proper direction to-
wards Craven Arms.

The train was running at a speed of about 10 miles
an hour, as it passed through the junction points which
lead to the goods yard. The driver shut off stcam and
whistled for the guard’s break, and the fireman applied
the engine break, as soon as the driver poticed that his
engine was running into the goods yard, and the train
was stopped immediately. The couplings did nol give
way, no vehicle was upset, and no one was hurt.

The life guard and one horn plate of the enginc were

broken, and the permanent way was a little damaged.
. The porter who made the mistake had no business
to go into the signal cabin or to meddle with the
points. He has been in the Company’s service for
some years, and had done duty as a signalwaun for 5
years, but he gave it up because the night work did
not agree with his health. He bears an exccllent
character, and it is impossible to account for his com-
plete absence of mind in turning the points, and ap-
parently forgetting altogether the existence of the
passenger train, although that train had been moving
past him a moment before, and must hare been within
100 yards of him and distinetly visible, at the time
that he moved the points.

As the points that lead to the goods yard are facing
points for down trains and may be turned in ecither
direction vhile the station signals are at danger, [
recommend that a signal interlocked with the points
shall be placed at the goods yard junction. This will
act as a starting signal for down trains, and will pre-
veut the points being moved when the signal is lowered
for trains to proceed.

I have, &ec.,
The Sceretary, F, II. Ricmn,
(Railicay Department), Colonct L. F.

Bourd of* Trade.

Printed copies of the above report were sent to the company on the 5th July.

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.

Board of Trade,
(Railicay Department),
Ihitehall, May, 1873.
Ix compliance with the instructions contained
in sour minute of the 181h ultimo, I have the honour to
rport, for the information of the Board of Trade, the
resitlt of my inquiry ioto the circumstances connected
vilh the collision that occurred on the 15th ultimo,

Sig,

about half a mile west of the Goole station on the
Lancashive and Yorkshire Railway.

A passenger train an into a truin of empty waggons
which was standing across the milway.

The eogine-driver, and fireman, and guard of the
passenger train, and four passengers, were hurt.  Their
injuries are believed to be slight.

‘There are two junctions with the passenger line at
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the west side of Goolo station. The junction with
the goods yard is about half a mile to the west of
Goole, nnd the junction with the Goole conl line is &
little more than a mile from Goole.

In the interval of about 1,000 yards between the
pgoods yard junction and the coal line junction, there
are two junctions with some goods sidings, which are
at tho north side of the pussenger lines.  Theso goods
sidings nre ahout 400 ynrds long.  ‘They join the down
line nbout 100 yards west of the goods yard junction,
and they join both to the up and down lines about
halfwny between the goods yard junction and the coal
Jjunction.

The conl junction is protecied with home and dis-
tant-signals in each direction, The junction with the
goods ymrd has distant signals in cach direction, but
no home signals,

The junction at the west end of {he sidings is pro-
tected by home xignals, and the man in clmfn. of
these xidings communicates by gongs with the \I"Iml-
man ot the goods ynrd junction, and with the signul-
man at the conl line junction, to intimate to these
Junetion sigualmen when he requives to use the sid-
When this is the case, the junction signalman
at tho goods yard junction \\01k~. his distant signal
for the protection of the up line, and the junc(ion
signnlman  at the coal junction works his distant
signals for the protection of buth the up and down
lines,

The {wo sidings between the goods junction and
tho conl junction are provided with chock blocka at
ench end, to prevent the waggons in them from being
pushed out and louling the main line.  The sidings
wre nt a Jower Jevel (than (he main lines,

On the day in question, a specinl traio, which con-
sisted of an engine, tender, 40 empty waggons, and a
guards’ van, arvived from Wakefield, at the west end
of the Goule goods junction, at about 8.30 pm.  There
whs no room Lov it in the goods yard, nud it was deter-
mined by the man on duty in the Goole goods yard,
to place these waggons in one of the sidings between
the goods yard junction and the conl junction. 1le
communicated his intention to the signalman on duty
vods junction,
ding nearest the main line had a large number
i nn\ in i, and there were also some waggons
in the siding next to i, The ynrdman believed “here
were only nl.mul ten waggons in this Inst-named siding,
and he was awaro that the siding would hold about
filty.
The gunrds’ van was detached from the goods train,
and the lorty waggons were pushed back juto the
giding. The engine dvew out, nnd took the van away
into the goods _\'nrnl, to get another train and proceed
back 1o Waketicld.

No notico was given by the yardman, who put the
waggons into the siding, to the sigualman at the coal
junction, of what lie was doing ; as he did not intend
to interfero with the passenger lines at the west end
of tho siding. Aler placing the waggons in the
siding, the yardman went away with the engine to the
goods yurd, to assist iu making up a goods teain for
Wakefichl, and having completed this work, he left off
duty about 10 minutes to 9.

The 7.30 pm. passenger train, which consisted of
an cngine aod teuder, a second-class carvinge with a
brake compurtment and u guard, a composite, and two
third-cluss carriages, coupled together in the order in
which they are given, lete Wakefield about two minutes
late., It was delayed at Kuottingley waiting for the
train from Leeds, oud it reached the coal junction at
Goolo at about 8.57 p.m,, thirteen minutes lnte. The
siznals at the juuction were at “ all right,” aund it ran
past the junction, on its way to Goole siation, at a
speed of about 25 miles an hour. Tho steam was
shut oft’ at the time. When it reached the west junc-
tion of the sidings with the passenger lines, the engine
ran into some empty coal waggons that were standing
across both lines of rails. The engine-driver was not
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aware of anything being in the rood until he struck
the coal waggons.

The engine ol tho passenger train was uncoupled
from the tender, wns diverted across the up live of
rails, and ran into the bank on the south side of the
line, about 22 yards beyond the crossing where it
struck the waggons. The tender was also thrown ofl
the rails, and camo to a stand across the up line. The
composito carringo had mounted on to the teuder, and
the two leading wheels of this carringo were ofl’ the
ruils.  Tho other three pnssenger conclies remained on
the rails.  Tho engine and teonder wero damaged.
The brako compartinent of the sccond-cluss earriage
next to the tender was driven in, and the sides of this
and tho rest of the coaches were dunaged.  Six empty
conl waggons were thrown off the rails and broken to
picces, and scvernl others were dnmaged.

The gunrd of the train was standing at the brake at
tho time of the collision. 1le was prepared to apply
it os tho train nppronched Goole station, but he had
not done so when tho collision occurred. He was
thrown down by the collision, but ho got up at ouce
and got out of his van,

He found the signalman from the conl junction
coming to see what was the matter, and asked him
whether he Ead placed his signals at danger. On find-
ing that ho hind done so, he asked bhim to go forward
towards Goole, to prevent anything from approach-
ing from that dircction. Tho guard then got the
pussengers out of the train, and put them in a sale
position at the side of the line, and then went to Juok
after the fireman and engine-driver.

The signalman at the goods yard junction, and his
relief man, who had just come on duty at (that moment,
also heard the cragh, and arrived at tho spot very xvon
alter tho accident. A trnin was  brought [rom
Goole station, and the passengers wero taken to their
destination.

The accident was caused by the man who was let
in charge of Goole yard, neglecting to satisfy himscll
that all the waggons were plnccd \nfdy in the siding
before he went : away to tho goods ymnl with the en-
gine.  This wan had been employed in the yard for
about two years. He excused himself Ly stating that
he was not o regular yardman, and that he believid
he had placed no more waggons in the siding than it
would hold, and that he (hought that if there had been
more waggons than the siding would hold safely be-
tween the chock blocks, the waggons woull have
been checked when Le was placing the 40 waggons
ol the speeinl train in the siding, and that he would
have perceived the check, and thus become aware of
their having been pusbed past the chock Llock, and
ncross the up and down lines ol rails.

It appears that there were 26 waggons in the siding
at the time that the 40 empty waggons were put in,
and that when theso waggons were pushed in, the stop
of the chock block gave way, and 14 waggons were
pushed out of the siding and across the main lines.

The Lancashire and Yorkshire Company aro at the
present time erecting new signals at the conl junction.
I would nlso v | that they should erect a new
siznal cabin and new signals at the goods yard june-
tion, and that tho sidings between these two junctions
should be controllal by blind sidings, worked in con-
nection with the junctions, and pluced in charge of the
men on duty at these sttious.

I would ulso suggest slight alterations in the ar-
rangement of the siguals,

Distant signals should not be placed on the home
signal posts, and the distant signal at onc station
should not overlap the home signal at tlhe next station.
The home siguul nt the adjacent station should be
slotted, so as to work as a distant sigoal for the adja-
cent station, when these statious are close togetler,

I have, &c.,
F. H. Ricn,
Colonel R.E.

The Sccretary,
(Railicay Department),
Board of Trade.

Printed copics of the above report were sent to the company on the 9th June.
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LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY,

Sin, Dublin, 20tk May 1873.
Ix complinnce with tho instructions contained
in your minute of the 30th ultimo, I have the honour
1o report, for the information of the Bonrd of Trade,
the result of my inquiry into the circumstances con-
nected with the collision that occurred on tho 2Gth
ultimo at Middleton station, on the Lancashire ond
Yorkshire Railway.

Middleton is the terminal swtion of the branch
line. The goods yard is at the south side of the linc.
‘There arc two’ cross-over ronds lending from the up
main line into the goods yard, and Loth cross-over
roads have slips on to tho down line. Ono sct of
slips, which are those nearest to the platform, has
facing points on the down line. There is also o cross-
over rond Letween the up and down main lines at the
east end of the station platform ; nnd there is a siding
at the north side of the rnilway which lends to n
ballast pit, and joins the up main line at the same
plice ns one of the lincs that leads to the goods yard.
There are no station signals, but there is o distant
siznal which has o repeater, and this distant signal can
be lowered to ¢ all right” by ono lever which is placed
atthe west end of the up platform, and by another
lever which is placed nenr the junction of the sidiogs
at the east end of the yard. Al the points aro
worked separately by ground levers, and are in charge
of the foreman shunter of the goods yard, who also
warks the distant signal for the protection of the
station, when he is doing any shunting on the pns-
senger lie.

The foreman porter at the passenger station is
charged with the working of this same distant signal
for passenger trins.  Either of these men can take
ofl the distant signal, but it requires both of them to
net together to put it on.

The railway from Middleton junction to tho east end
of Middleton station falls on a gradient of 1 in 90, and
itis level at the station platform.

On the day in question o goods traio, which con-
sisted of a tank engine, 14 waggons of goods, and
four waggons of conl, arrived at the ecast end of Mid-
dleton station yard about 12.40 p.m. Thero were
Ixo guanls in charge of the train, which was brought
1 8 stand at the east end of the station. The engine
driver, under the instructions of the yard foreman,
pushed back 14 waggons of his train on to the up
line, along the cross-over road which is furthest from
the station platform. The engine was then uncoupled
from the train and mn into the ballast siding.
Fourteen waggons of goods, which had been backed
on the up line, were then allowed to run down the io-
cline into the goods yard, and the four waggons of
cwal which were at the tail of the train, and which
appear to have been detached while the train was
sanding on the down line, were then allowed to run
along the donwn lioe, and were turned into the coal
ddivg at the back of the station platform, through
the facing points of the slip road. The engine-driver
having then placed his engine in front of the 14
wageons of goods, he and the fireman went to get
therr dioners.  The porters at the station were also
eogaged in getting their dinners ot this time. About
10 minutes to 2 the foremnn porter returned to the
station and lowered the distant signal for the passenger

train, which is due at Middleton at 2 o’clock from Man-
chester, The passcnger train, which consisted of o
tank engine, three third, a first, a second, and a third-
class carriage with a brake compartment and a guard
at the tail of the train, arrived at its proper time.
When the engine-driver was within an engine length
of the elip points lending to the coal sidings, he
observed that they were open for the sidings. Ho
was runaoing at a speed of about seven miles an hour
at the time; the stenm was shut off, He reversed and
put on steam, and his fireman made an attempt to
apply the tender brake, but the driver could not stop
the train, and the cogine ran againet somo 20 coal
waggons which were standing in the sidings about
three carriage lengthe from the points. The waggon
of coal which the engine struck was smashed to picces
and three other coal waggons were damaged. The
leading wheels of the engine of the passenger train
wero thrown off the railsand the engine was slightly
damaged. The bodies of all the passenger carriages were
shifted on their frames, and the ends of three of them
were driven in, but nonc of them left the rails. The
engine-driver and fireman remained on their engine,
and wercnot hurt. The guard of the passenger train,
who was riding in the last vebicle, Lad two of his ribs
broken, and was rather seriously hurt. Eight pas-
sengers havo complained of being injured, but it is
believed that none of them were seriously hurt.

Tho accident was caused by the yard foreman for-
getting to place the points of the slip rond right for
the passenger line, ofter he had put the four waggons
of coal into the conlsiding. The lever handle that
works these points is provided with a chain for the
purpose of fastening the points right for the passenger
line. ‘This chain must havo been unfustened to allow
the cosl waggouns to get into the coal siding, and was
not put back.

Accidents of the kind are certain to happen sooner
or later, when the safety of the passenger line is left
dependent upon the memory of a man, whose mind is
occupied with the difficult and somctimes dangerous
operations of sorting the goods trains, and shunting
the various parts of them into the different sidings at
stations.

The yard foreman has been o long time in the com-
pany’s service, and bears an excellent character, but
he no doubt omitted to set the points right from for-
getfuluess and not from any wilful neglect.

He is however very much to blame for not honestly
confessing the trutb about the matter, instead of try-
ing to make it appear, that some boys who are in the
habit of going to the coal yard to buy coal, had wil-
fully meddled with the points.

I'recommend that proper signals should be supplied
and fixed at Middleton station ; that the points should
be interlocked with the signals, and that the sidings
should be controlled by blind sidings, the points of
which should be interlocked with the main line signals
and points. This will render accidents of the kind iw-
possible.

I bave, &c.,
F. H. Ricm,
Colonel R.E.

The Secretary,
(Railway Department),
Board of Trade.

Prioted copies of tho above report were sent to the company on the 9th Jane.

LONDON AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY.

Si, Birmingham, 10th May 1873.

Ix compliance with the instructions contained
in your minute of the 26th March, I have the honour
to report, for the information of the Board of Trade,

the result of my inquiry into the circumstances con-

pected with the accident that occurred.on the 18th of
March at the New Street station, Birmingham, of the
London and North-Western Railway.

A passenger train from Wolverhampton ran into a
M:dland train of empty carriages, which was standing
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