Board of Trade, -

{Raihway Departmendy,
Whitehall, 29th April 1872,
Tar complianee with the instructions contained

-onte of the 4th inst, I have the honour to
miau S . N X
for the information of the Board of Trade, the
P inquiry into fhe civenmstances which
of my HILCES
: the collision that ocourred on the .3181;11 u%t.
= Kirkdale junetion, on the Lancashire and York-
Zh'ﬁ'e Roilway- ,
Kirkdﬂ}c _}llrl-?tiﬂll is sbout one mile to the cast of
dind Hills sta,l._ton. . . .
on the doy 1n question, the passenger train which
to leave Ormskirk at 10.25 p.m, for Liverpool,
ched Kirkdale junction about 11 pm.. It con-
ted of an enging, which was runaing with the
2 Jer in front, & composite, o sccond, a fivst, a grard’s
v(::; with a guard, and two second-class carriages, af
‘o tadl of the train, '
Phe coaches weve all fitted with Fay’s continwouy
“preaks.
~rphis traln was stopped nboub 150 yards fo the east
p Kivkdalo junction cabin, as the signalman on duty
hought that it was & goods irain that zeguired to
ioss to the dock line, which is at the west side of his
“eabin, and-at the north side of the passenger lines.
"The dock line wag cccupied at the time with another
ads train, that had just moved across the passenger
os on to it.
Phe Kirkdale junction signalman was misled into
iinking that the passenger train was a goods train,
it carvied only one head light, which is the case
with” goods trains on the Lancashire and Yorkshire
ilway, whereas passonger fraing carry two head
ights, and he also thought that he had received
10, gong signal for a goods train from the signal
an at the east side of lis cabin. The passenger
i had only just stopped, when an inspector told
ke Kirkdale junction signalman that it was a pas-
iger train, and the Junction signelman lowered
¢ junction signal for the train to proceed. He for-
ot that the points of the cross-over road, from. the
agsenger line to the dock line, had nok been altered,
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since he had allowed the goods train to go into the
dock line.

The passenger train passed Kirkdalo junction cabin
af a speed of about 10 miles an hour, and as soon as it
reached the points of the cross-over road, which are
about 30 yards to the wost of Kirkdale junction cabin,
the engine-driver felt his engine take the crossing. He
shut off steam, reversed, whistled for the guard’s
hreaks, buthe could not stop his train before it struck,
at o speed of about 8 miles an hour, the goods wag-
gous thai were standing on the dock liné. Two goods
waggons were knocked off the rails and damaged,
and the Jeading wheels of the tender of the passenger
train were also thrown ofl the rails, The guard of
the passenger train was the only person that was
injured. ¥le was hurt in the head and baek, but not
seriously.

The engine-driver of the passenger fain exensed
himself for not having two head lights on the tender
of his engine, by saying that he had shifted one lamp
from the front of the engine to the tender, before he
started on.the return journey, and that he thought
that his fireman had moved the other lamp, but it
appears that the fireman neglected to do so.

assenger trains should mot run with the engine
tenders in frong.

The aceident was eaused by the signalmen af Kivk-
dale junction, forgetting to put the points right,
before he lowered the signal for the passenger train.

This man is an experienced signalmen and bears a
good character, All signalmen arve certain to mako
such mistakes at sometime or another, unless they ave
provided with signals and points that ave properly
interlocked, which renders such mistakes impossible.

Thig is not the firsé nceidens of the kind that has
occurred ot Kivkdale junction, and T am glad to report
that the Lancashive and Yorkshive Railway Company
are now re-arranging the junction and are fitfing i6
with a locking apparatus,

1 have, &e.,
¥, H, Ricm,
Lhe Seerctary, ' Licut,-Col. R.E.

{(Lathway Department)

Board of Trade.

Copices of the above report were sent to the Company.

Board of Trade,
{Raibway Department),
Whitehall, 26tk April 1872,
: Iy compliance with the ‘{nstructions contained
In-your minute of the 8vd inst., X have the honour
19 yoporg, for the information of the Board of Trade,
- tho resuiy of my inquiry into the civenmstanees which
ttended the coilision which occurred on the 1st inst.
at ] orry Brow station, on the Lancashire and York-
shire Ralyay, ’
Xteen pagsengers arve reported to have been hurt,
6 1t 35 believed that their injuries are not serious,
ey Brow gtation is situated on an incline of
100, falling towards Huddersfield, and on a curve
“O chaing radius, It is protected by s distant-
at the Penistone end. The distant-signal is
about 650 yards from the station, but as it
5 be seen from the station the_;:o is & repeater
the I}.’ trds from the siation. The distant-sighal ag
lut_ldersﬁeld side of the station is about 500 yards
-‘L.zi‘?( 51 1%&159 hay a repeater, which is about 200 y':n“(]s
ﬂver.tm station, There are no station signals.  The
o1 that worle the distant-signals aro on the plat-
)\111(151’,1’110,(1&3”' side of the line opposu:e) the station.
from g, The approaches to Berry Brow station
I the novth and south sides are through deep rock
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cuttings which confine the view to about 200 yards
on each side of the station.

On the day in question a frain, which consisted of
an engine and temder, 2 gurard’s van with the guard,
8 second-class, a first-clags, a second-class, and three
thivd-elass enrringes, which were coupled together in
the order in .wehich they are given, arrived at Berry
Brow station, The van and three corriages next to
it were fitted with Fay’s continuous break. ~ The train
teft Penistone at 10.50 p.a. 14 was 40 minutes Iate,
in eongequence of delays on the up journey, owing to
the heavy traflic of Jaster Monday, and it was delayed
& little at Penistone station. The train stopped at
all stations, and arvived ai Berry Brow at 11.20 p.m.,
42 minutes late, The signals at Berry Brow were ab
“all vight” for the train to run into the station. The
train had pulled up about half a minute at Berry
Brow gtation when it was run into by a singlo engine
which was going to Mirvfield. The two last carriages
of the train were broken to pieccs, und two others
were more or less injured., The man who has charge
of the signals of Berry Brow station was in the station
offiee when the passenger frain strived. Ile had to
gob o the plasform at the opposite side of the station
in order to put up the signals to protect the passenger
train, When he reached the opposite platform ho
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