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LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RATLWAY.

Edinburgh, 21st Awgust 1872,

In compliance with the instructions contained
in your minute of the 18th ult, I have the honour to
report, for the information of the Board of Trade, the
result of my cnquiry into the eircumstances connected
with a collision which oceurred on the I6th unli. at
the Tixehange station, Liverpeol, en the Lancashive
aad Yorkehive Raftwny, between a passenger train
and an engine,

Two passengers have complained of slight injury,
and the fireman of onc of the engines was shaken,

The arrival sl departure of irains from the
Exchange station is vegrlaled by a signalman who
oceupies an clevated cabin (ealled +the ¢ middle ”
eabin} situsted about 150 yards from the end of the
platlorms.  In this cabin there ave collested together,
but not interlocked, seven point and seven signal
Tevers. Outgoing trains depart from various platforms,
provided with sfarting signals, worked from a cabin
at the end of fhe centre platform ; but mo starting
signal is lowored until the middle cabin signalman, in
response to the whistle of the eaginemau wishing to
come out, has lowered his main line signal. Every
departing frain has to pass over ab lesst three paivs
of facing points, one of which pairs, situated 25 yards
outside the middle cabin and leading to & water
columun and tuzniable, is provided with an indicating
arm fixed to the side of the cabin and visibie from the
platform lines.

The driver of the 1.80 pam. train from Liverpoel
Lo Crosby, consisting of tender, engine, seven coaches

Sin,

and a van, the lest five coupled with continvous

breaks, whistled for the starting signals at about 1.30,
and both platform and main line signals having been
fowered he started at 1.81, not having noticed, by his
own acknowledgment, the condition of the indicating
signal attached to the points leading to the turntable ;
for as there are tweo other pairs of points without
indicators he was in the habit, he says, of looking at the
peints themselves and taking them all in at one glance.
On the present oceasion, however, from some reason
which he couid not cxplain, he did not look at the points
ab all. e had just passed the middle signal cabia,
having attained o speed of about 10 miles an hour,
when lie forud his engine was entering the turntable
ling; he ab once used every means in his power to
stop, but before he could do so his engine come into
collision with another engine standing at a water
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-signalman in the middic cabin in omitting to’s

column 85 yards from the points. The Lt
driven over the turntable and againss pairl :
stops ab the other side of it, which it pzu-ti&uo
down, bulging & retaining wall which hold
vailway yerd above the level of a stregy &
benenth it. Had these buffer stops not bee':'l
secured the engine would no doubt have o0
into the steeet below, The engine attachey -
train followed the other one up and remained . of
it. Both engines had their buffers broken,

The fireman of the first engine was shakeq, a
driver knocked down. i

Tiie signalman on duty in the middle ealin (B
had taken duty there for five years, He
meneed his worlk on the 19th ult. at 7 o,
8 hours spell 3 at about a quavter past one g £y
avived from Yorkshive, and to allew the ¢pg
this train fo go to the twrntable Brown had
over the turntable points with n stick, so ag 4
him at liberty to attend to a pilot engine, Wi
Crosby engine-dviver whistled for the starting
Brown quite forgetting that the turntable poli
propped over, lowered his main line signal o
saw Dbis mistake when the engine vas entepy
turntable siding. . _ e

The signalman on duty in the platfor
lowered the starting signal for the Crosby.
soon as he saw the main signal fll, He
notice what the point indicator was showing,
was very busy of the time, ;

This collision was cansed by the mistal

turntable facing points vight for the main lin
lowering his main line signal for the Crosh
This mistake could not have been made had
been o properly arranged set of interlocked. s
These have T am informed been ordered for §
and will shortly be put up, and I would gt
recommend that, in carrying out the alterationg
of the existing facing points should be got rid o
There was negligence on the part” of th
of the Crosby train in not looking ahead to séo the =
condition of the facing points he was about
over.
1 have, &e., :
C. 8. Hyrenmso
Ligut.-Co

Lhe Sceretary,
(Bailway Department),
Board of Trade.

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.

Board of Trade,
: (Brailway Department),
Sig, ’ 18th August 1872,

Ix complionee with the instructions contained
in your minute of the Gth inst, I have the honour
to report, for the information of the Board of Trade,
the result of my inguiry into the eirvcumstances which
attended the collision that occurred on the 31st
ultimo, near Acerington station, on the Tancashive
and Yorkshire Railway,

A bank engine, which was employed to run after
traing nnd assist them up the incline towards Man-
chester, van into a passenger fiain by going at foo
great, speed.  Several passengoers are reported to have
been shaken. :

Acerington station is situated at the foot of an
ineline which rises 1 in 40 towards Manchester for
about-24 miles.

When the trains that are going to Manchester
consisi of more than four or five coaches, they wre
assistedd up the incline by what is called & bank
engine.

The bank engine is stationed in the cattle siding at
the cast side of the railway. The Manchester traing

stavt from the opposite side of the platform to¥
tha bank engine i3 kept waiting. :
As soon as the passenger train gels clear
platform on its road to Manchester, and befo
attains much speed, the bank engine is intende
run out of the siding where i6 is kept, overtake
passenger train, and push it to the top of the batt
On the day in question, the passenger train’¥
is due to leave Accrington at 5.5 pae. for?
chester congisted of an engine mnd tender, & g,‘!"‘i]“
van with a guard, a first, o second, three thi¥
breale-van with a second guard, a first, and & 8¢ o
class, carviage, coupled together in the order il :‘."]
they are given. The two coaches in rear of oot
the guard’s vans were agtached to them, with
tinuous breaks.
The #rain was five or fen minutes late in 19“:
Accrington. 1t came to & stand on the ineling ¥
6 had got about 700 yards from the station;-“b!.
bank engine had not got up to it at that time, 4%
engine in front of the train could not pui
further. é
The engine-driver of the bank engine had golz)._
feteh his tools off another engine that he pad-
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