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Acddmh-rpuuinl if tha Company have no objection to urge againat the polnts 0 weighted, I recommend that they be altered to stand
mmnolingm:‘ open for sldings both on the wp snd down lines. In maki uhmmnd-umldadut?,ddm Inion, that
and Road, nothing would justify the Company to trust alons to the sction of these points for the safe working d’lgu through
F— them. The danger of facing points is unlunlllby. sdmitted, and | believe on evory wull-regulsted line it is an '

Accldents due to facing catablished rule that such points are invarisbly to be held while & train is passing through them; and any Compuny
points. that should neglect 1o enforce such a rule would incur s serlous responsibility in the event of an aceident occurring from
the pointe not octing. When facing points are weighted to kesp a train from ruuming into an obstruction an additional

olement of safity is thereby lmmdun«[ -

ve, &e.

The Secretury of the Gro, Wrxur,
Railway Department, Boord of Trade, Lient.- Colonel, ltoyal Enginecrs,

LANCASHIHE AND YORKSHIRE AND LONDON AND NORTII WESTERN HAILWAYS.

FRai rément, Board of Trade,
Bun, %ﬂ? December 17, 1856,

In com with the instructions contained in letter of the 15th instant, I have the honour to report, for the
information of the of the Committee of H‘Z!h ncil for Trade, the result of wy inquiry Into the circumstances
which attended the accident, that occurred on the 9th Instant at Manchester, near the Yictoria jon of the Lancashire
and Yorkshire, and London and North Western Railways. f
* The east end of the Victoria Ststion is under the control of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company, and s used
by that Company for their traffic to the north and east ; but the west end isunder the'management of the London and Nerth
Western Company, and dates the trafic in that direction of both these and the Cheshire Junction Hail
Companics. '

Altogether, 103 trains pess in and out of the west end of this station every day. To accommodate this vast traffic,
there are but two main lines, leading Into three platfurm lines, which are used, according to necessity, for arrival or
departure ; and into another—a standing line for Wﬁ'ﬁ“' As will presently appenr, all the traffic both ways passes over
a portion of, or across, what ought to be the ure line. !

There are three sets of points only, to which it will be to refer in the present report, nmelx, the “ fop roints,”
leuding from the arrival or up, to riure or down line ; tL “buffer points)™ leading to the }l tform
line, on which there is a sin buffer; and the " widdle points,” leading to the middle line, which Is, in fact, the
third line from the south, but which is so called to distinguish it from the * back line ™ 1o the north of it, which is used as
u standing line for carriages. A line between the wmiddle line and the buffer line s called the “ departure line."

The top points are about 140 yards to the west of the nearest platforn on the departure line; and tho buffer points and
middle puints are, respectively, 70 and 110 yards to the east of the fop points.

The fullowing is the mode in which the trafic is ordinarily worked inte Ir:mtim:—

The trains approach at such as the judgment of the drivers may point out, according to circumstances ; and, while
they are in motion, the eng‘ne uncoupled from the train about 100 yards to the west of the fop poinis (or more or lem
according to the state of re), and is brought to a stand on the up line at the same tine that the detached
train is turned across to the down line, or fromn thence into the buffer line or miditls line, sccording tw the stato of the
station.  In order to save time in bringing out carriages, 80 as to make room for an incoming train, or for other purposes,
the engine is sometimes turned acroas, ln front of (ts own traiy, from the up line towards the buffer line, instead of being

at once brought to a stand on the up line.
¢l, but the traln aflerwards runs down a gradient of 1 in 100, which °

’

The engine is uncoupled from the train on the lev:
comnences sbout 50 yards to the west of the top points, into the station.
The Lundon and North Western trains have always a guard in front of them as they approach the statlon, and, in some |
cascs, with huav‘vl trains, & guard in the rear also; the Lancashire and Yorkshire truins coine in with a guard behind only,
unleas they are heavy enough to require two, in which case they have also one in front; and the Cheshire Junction trains,
which, us before stated, also run into this station, adopt a similer arrangement.
Un the Yth instant, a Lancashire and Yorkshire train arrived from Blackburn punctually st 8.57 a.m. ; and, as it approached
the station, the engine was uncoupled, while in motion, ut theusual place. It first van along the up line, and was then, in
dance with o previous arrang d into between the pointsman and the driver, and sanctioned by the station
naster, turned through the hﬁ'er Joints, 30 as to cross in front of its own train o the buffer or south lise; while the train,
‘ consisting of seven carriages, lndudin{; two break carriages, one at each vnd, followed it, to be turned through the middle
inds, und 5o on to the muddle line. It was the duty of the same pointsman tv work both these puirs of points, which, as
mh-en previously explained, are 40 yards apart ; and he would no deubt have done so, 82 ususl, but for the circumnstance
thal the carriages followed very dowl;'nﬂer the engine, ond that thus he had not time, alter turning the engine through
the butfer poiuts, to run to the middle points, and turn the carriages in the opposite directlon. |
"The carringes, therelure, ran down the departvre line justead of the widdle line, which had been prepared for them, and
camne into collision with an engine und curringes which were standing there, at & specd of five or six miles an hour,
bruising one gentleman in the face, knocking out the tooth of another, and crushing the hats of scyeral other
ST TS,
P It ml;uld uppeur frum the evidence thnt the carrisges descended the incline with grester speed than usual after having
been detached from the engine, but that they might even then have been stoppal if they had been turned into their
proper line, 1t is not clear whether this speed bs uttributable to the driver's buving run’ in oo fast, considering the
weight of his train and the state of the rails; or to the negleet of the guard in wot applying his break at the proper time.
It seems that the engine had burely time to get vut of the way of the earriages while erossing in frogt of them, though
the prunrd says ot he serewed his break tif,hlly vl as soun As the engine was uncoupled, and the driver and fireman state
that they did ot exceed the usunl speed in ingin.  The fi porter at stution, secing what was about to
oueur, juiped up on the train and applied the front break, but not in tivee to be: of much service,

The neting guurd wus a porter from Blackburn, who had doue duty in that cupacity thirty or forty times before, and had
conducted tuins seven times previously into the Yictoria Station.  The regular guard of the Blackburm train was absent
on account Jf sickness. It is undoubtedly desiroble that there should be u guard st the rear of every train running on the
line, Lut it is ulso necessary to huve x guard in front when entering this station in the manner sbove described, and

rticularly in sg thick an stmosphere o that of Manchester; for, independently of the difliculty of determining from the
I:l of seven curriages the amount of break power neceswry 0 pull up the train at a given point, the guard is often-
unable to see anything at such a distance on sccount of the fog.

The collision was the result of o little extra specd given by the driver to, or peninitted by the guand on, an arriving tmin,
and was a very likely sceident to vecur under the sysiem udurlul for working the traing inte the station. The ofilcers
and servants of the Company are in a great messure compelled (o the sdoptivn of that system, In consequence of the
insufficiency of avcommodation, and the uecessitics that exist with this heavy weaflic for crmsiuf the engioes and trains
in different directions, fur making the wost of thne in getting the traing in and out again, and lur keeping the platform
lines clear as much as possible fur arrival and departure.

There is suflicient difliculty in doing this safely when the traing are punctual; but when they are not so (s not
unfrequent oecurrence) then the armangements reyuire (o be coutinually altered secording to the exigencies of each

" particular wccasion. Al improvement, though comparatively a slight one, might be made, by bringing the levers of the
points together, and working them from stages, instead of employing the pointsnten to dort ubont, between, aud avross the

i engines and corriages, in some cuses at no little risk to their lives. Jat what s ]|niln'i]ml|_\' weyuired is the permanent
enlurgeinent of the station, and the establishiment of separate arrvival and departure plutlorns; and it behoves the Comprinies

interestid 1o tuke inunediate wieusures Jor the prosecution of this object.  The vxpense would, no doubt, be considerable ;

but the m-lp must be taken, sooner or Later, to coable the increasing truflic to be carricd on; und the shorter the delay,

the luss will be the risk uriging from the present unsitistactory state of the station.

I um, &,
The Necrciury of the H. W. Tyvi.ex,
Nuilwuy Department, Board of 1'vade. ; Capiain, Koyal £ nyineers.

LONDOX AND NORTI-WESTERN RAILWAY.

y Railway Lepartimest, Hoard of' Trade,
Six, Whitehall, March 6, 15356,

Ix complisnce with the instructions contained in your letter of the 27th ultimu, 1 have the hunour tu report, for the
infurmation ol the Lords of the Conumittee of Privy Council for Trade, the result of my inguiry into the circumstunces
which attemded the accident, that occurred on the 18th ultime, at the Hudderstield Station of the London and North-

' Western Hailway.
There i3 a passenger platfonn on the “ up™ side only of this station, the other side being devotdd w the goods™ traflic;
li:ltrull the down trains have to cross the up line an their arrival, in order to pet to the siding which is alongside ot the
platforn





