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perccived an engine coming rouwd the curve and
approaching the station at speed. I was an empty
engine from Holmfirth that was proceeding to Mirfield,
Xt van into the passenger train.

Ifonley station is about 13 miles to the south of
Berry Brow station. !
night, and the signals were ab “all vight ” when the
empiy engine passed. Thic mgueb]\‘?‘ ab Beorry Drow
were algo at nll vight as the engine driver of the
empty cngine approached. He did not perceive the
Lights at the tail of the passenger train, wlich was
standing at Berry Brow station, until he was within
about 200 yards of the place where the passenger train
was standing. * ¥l was running with tender in front
at a speed of aboub 20 miles an howr at the time.
The steam was shut off, and he tried to reverse, but
failed in doing so. His fireman put on the break,
and then the driver succecded in reversing, and pat
on steam against his engine, but ho could not pull up
before ke struck the passenger train ab o speed of seven
or cight miles an hour. FThe engine driver of the
empty engine dropped off just before the collision and
hurt his thumb slightly. The fireman remained on
his engine and was slightly sheken at the thme. The

Coples of the above report were sent to the Company.
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It had been shut up for the .

empty engine and fender were slightly damageq '
None of the vehicles left the ruils.  The engine dl‘ivel:
of the empty engine could not bo aware that theyy -
was auything on the read in frent of him, as he pe.
ceived no eantion or danger signals before he shrygl:
the passenger train.

The driver of the passenger frain stated that he hag
beer about one minute ab the station when he i'l(lm-d
the guard call out  Are you right P” and the porge,
tmmediately said “Go on, go on,” sharply, as he say
the empty ongine coming.  Ie got the regulator open,
and had jugt got the train in motion when it was ray
into by the empty engine, When he fel$ the collisioy
he shut off' steam and stopped the train, It had ryy
sbout three or four carriage lengths from the placy
where it had been standing,. :

The aceidont was caused by the want of propey
mesns to protect Berry Brow station.  This can only
he done by the adoption of the block-telegraph system;
Station signals should also be provided,

I have, &e.,
. H. Rion,
Licut.-Col. B.IE,

The Secrctary,
(Raitway Department),
Board of Trade.

LANCASHIRE AND YORKSHIRE RAILWAY.

Board of Trade,

(Ratlway Department),
B hitehall, 29¢h April 1872,
In compliance with the instructions contained
in your minute of the 44k instant, I have the honour
to report, for the information of the Board of Trade,
the result of my inquiry into the cirenmstances which
attended the collision that occurred on the 2nd in-
stant, at Miles Platting, on the Lancashire and York-
shire Railway.

Miles Phatting is about 1} miles from Vietoria
station, Manchester. It is at the summis of a stecp
incline.

There are five telegraph cobins on the incline.
No. 1 cabin is st tho bottom of the incline in Victoria
station, and No. 5 cabin is at the summit at Miles
Platting.

This section of the Tancashive and Yorkshire Rail-
way is worked on the absolute block system, with
Tyers block telegraph instruments. The signalmen
appest to allow single engines to break the block.

About 12.20 a.m., on the 2nd instant, a Lancashire
and Yorkshive goods train, that consisted of an engine
and tender, 42 waggons, a break-van, and an cngive
af the tail of the train, left Victoria station to procecd
towards Ardwick. It was allowed to run past No. 4
telegraph cabin on the Miles Plasting bauk, but it
was stopped by the distant signal from No. § cabin
which was at danger.

The distant signal at the Manchester side of No. 5
eabin was kept at danger, as the line was blocked
hetween No. 5 sl No. 6 cabins,

About seven miunutes after the geods train had
passed o, 4. cabin, the signalman on duty there,
received notice that o single engine was coming to-
wards his station from Vietoria station. As the line
between No, 4 and No. 5 cabing romained blocked
for about seven minutes after the goods train had
passed No. 4 cabin, the signalman at the latéer station
thought that the goods train was too heavy for the
engines that were attached to it, and he allowed the
single engine to run up to and pasz his station, so
that it might go to assist in pushing the goods train
up the bank,

A few minutes aftor the single cngine had gone
forward, the London and North-Western mail train,
that is due to leave Vietoria station, Manchester, at
12,25 aan., was signalied to No. 4 cabin

No. 4 signalman siated that he telegraphed it to
No. &, and received the obstruction signal in reply.

Bin,

About two minutes lator he again telegraphed the
mail train to No. 5, and received “linc cloar ™ in reply,
No., 4 signalman then allowed the mail train, which
he had stopped, to go forwavd., As the last carriage
of the mail train puassed his cabin he again reccived
the obstruetion signal, but it was too late for him o
stop the mail. :

The meail train ran forward ab a speed of about 10
miles an hour. The night was dark and wet. Ad
the engine-driver approached No. 5 cabin distanf
signal, he heard an engine whistle, and at the same
mowent he observed the cngine s the tail of the
goods train. He shut off steam, reversed, and whistled
for the guard’s break, but he eould not succeed in
stopping the train before it struck the empty engine
at the tail of the goods train, at a speed of about five
miles an hour.  The engine-driver of the Yondon and
North-Western train could not see the distant signak
of No. & eabin, which was af danger, in conzequence
of the steam amd smoke of the two cngines, which
were standing close to the distant signal at the tail of
the goods train.

The mail train consisted of an engine and tender, a
guard’s van with a guard, two composite carviagoes,
and & van with the mail bags and & post oflice guard
ai: the tail of the train,

The bufler plank of the engine of the mail train
and the buffer castings of the empty engine were
damaged, bub none of the vehicles of either train loft
the raily, and no persons were hurt,

The signalman on duty at No, 5 cabin gave vory *
clrcumstantial, and (at the time) appavently truthful,
evidenee of the telegraph signals that lisd passed be-
tween Limself and the signalman at No, 4 cabin, It
was to the effect, that he had kept the block on for the
whole time, sgainst the mail train, in veply to the
messages from No. 4. In eross questioning, subser
quently, both the signalmen auwd the telegraph Doy
who was cmployed at No, 5 cabin for the purpose
of registering the time that trains passcd the séation
it trangpived that the signalman on duty st No. 8
cabin had been absent from his cabin during the
gronter part, if not during the whole of tho time, thab
No. 4 signalman was telegrapling the mail train,

The signalman at No. § eahin had gone across t0
the oppogite side of the line to make arrangerments for
clearing the line ot the east side of his cabin, so thab
he might allow the goods train that had been stoppet
on the bank to proceed forward.

While he was away for this purpose, the telegraph boy




' Ling telegraph in-
A4t worl the Sl)e;lék i%struments, and
I the ]J ing off the block and
e 0 t.q':n;;.lmam, on teturning
LThe M]-Tecome aware of what
W Lekion signal at once;
o (hO O?«hgxll(el?l trzuin,o which had
. Y {2" il;(é]tlignon to the scetion
yof ”‘ﬂgmg tabing, appears to have
v o telearaphing.
fusion 1111::&’ ti?; zf:,‘hel't;elegmph boy ab
: wid c{?;il instruments, that he had no
’ (rg‘;v: speaking instrament that he
2l 'lslq,uito separate from the block
e \1:1 have been better il the signal-
"ﬁfu f’; cabin had sent the bey for the
.f" . 12;&’ the train that he v‘{lshcd to speal '
umf tewving the cabin himsell for Elmtl
o e) Jears to have left is station with
nat ﬂllli‘f‘ Le had not tried to coneceal
o m:ll(clemfour to saddle the mistale on
e 4 cabin, he could only have been
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blamed for a want of judgment in leaving his cabin
at such o time, instead of sending the boy with the
message. He was no doubt anxious to get the road
clear tor the mail train. I am of opinion that the-
various signals which ave given on the block telegraph
instruments by heats on the bell from I to 6, and
sometimes 8, are Lable to much donfusion. Whore
these signals are given in quicle succession if is jm-
possible for the men always to count the number of
beats corvectly ; and I think thal greater safety would
result if only two signals, or at the most three, were
given, one for passengers, and, n$ most, one for all
other trains, and one as the obstruction signal. If
the absolute Dlock is adopted, it does not signify what
class of train is on the line between two stations, no
other train or empty engine should be allowed on to
that section of the railway ; and, therefore, onc hoeat for
traing, and one other signal as an obstruction signal,
ought to be sufficient.
I have, &c.,

. . Rro,

Licut-Col, R.E.

The Secretary,
(Raikway Departmend),
Board of Trade.

.Bbve report were sent to the Lancashive and Yorkshire, and London and North-Western
® Railway Companies.

Bourd of Trade,
( Reshway Department),

30¢h March 1872,
plianco <with the instructions contained
he 20th instont, T have the honour
ifoimation of the Board of Trade,
ity into the eirenmstances ufhich
lofit that occurred on the 16th iust.,
iding, on the Liynviand Ogmore

 Llynvi and Ogmore Railway
the Gellyrhaidd branch of the
way., -

£ way of the Llynvi and Ogmore
L3 cgan colliory to the point where
lyrheidd branch, is mainiained by the
Jomore Railwny Company, but this
- riilway is worked by the Greal Western
npiny.  The gradient of the ling falls 1
tpproaches the Hendreforgan siding from

eforgan. siding is on a piece of lovel at the
he foeline, Tt is sitnated on o eurve of 183
; a‘nd the approach to this siding has a
 of 18 chaing radius.
Dortion is about 18 chaing long. At the
f this lovel portion the line rises on an
48 for about § chains, then it falls
o Sing distance on the same gradient,
broceeds eastwards on a falling gradient of

1t the g

¥, which | Hendreforgan siding ave worked
aht Lol 1s weighted, so that the points can
S x the siding or for tho reilway.
bonts sre fitted with a bolt, a collar,
ey are kept Joekod in the proper
1o}y ("1} ;’ll'll,“"‘f}t. The permanent way consists
o eded vail thag weighs 72 Ibs. per yard
N m}d fixed in bracket chairs thag
: . each,
B g e
olts; fustened ¢o trangverse sleeperz with
CEBOTE 1 11 4
allastog \?lﬁ 11 11, Iong, 10in, by 5in. The
1id for tll broken stone and gravel.  The
- 6 broad as well as for the narrow
T fuesi . . .
1 iu‘lstmn a minersl train, which con-
- SMI80 tandk engine, with its coal-box

LLYNVI AND OGMORE RAILWAY.

in front, 16 loaded wagpons and a break-van, left
Glamorgan at 8.45 aam, Thirteen waggons loaded
with coke, and 10 waggons of ¢oal, were added to the
train as Giifoch Cock colliery, whieh is about 2 mile
to the west of Hendreforgan,

The train left Gilfach about 106 am. Two
guards travelled on the conl waggons,. one on the 5th
or Gth waggon, and tho other on the 23rd waggon
from the engine.  A-third guard travelled in the break-
von at the tail of the train,  The breaks ave reported
to.have been down on about 12 or 13 of the eoal and
coke waggons when the train left Gilfach, And the
guard who was viding on the 23rd waggon stated, that
he thought that the guard on the 3th or Glh waggon
raised some more of the waggon breaks bofore the
train roached Hendveforgan.

The train approachedt IHendreforgan siding at a
speed of about 18 to 20 miles an hour, according to
the evidence of the driver, fireman, and two of the
guards.

The driver stated that he found it necessary to ap-
proach Hendreforgan at about that speed, n order to
got a train of such weight over the level portion, and
over the short rise at the end of the level portion,

e was preparing to put on steam, when ho felt his
engine strike something, as it reached the points of
Hendreforgan siding, The puard in the rear van had
taken off his break, so as to let the train run over the
level portion.

The right leading wheel of the engine must bhave
pressed heavily aganst the right side stock rail, as the
engine worked round the 184 chain curve, and reached
the siding points.

"The cheolks of the fwo chairs that support the stock
rail had been broken for some time. One of these
chairg had been fixed to the sleoper, where the point
meets the stock rail, and the other chair had been
fixed to the sleeper three feet hoyond the place where
the point meets the stock rail,

The stock rail yielded to the pressure of the engine,
and separated sufficiently from the point to allow ibe
right Jeading wheel of the engine to strike the point,
and get in between the stock rail and the point.  The
engine left the raile, and zan along, with the whecls of
one side in the 6 ft., and the near wheels in the
ballast, between the broad and narrow gunge rails.
The varrow guage rails acted as a guord rail, and kept |
the engine in the line that it had been travelling, until
it arvived at the crossings (where the siding again
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