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The foreman of porters was in charge of Raven#*

tliorpo station at the time that the goods train
arrived.

He had given leave to the clay signalman, who was
stationed at the Ravensthorpe south signal cabin, to
go home at 7 pan. The night signalman, who should
have come on duty at 7 p.m., did not arrive till 8 pan.,
so that the foreman of porters was the only man avail-
able to work the signals, assist in making up the goods
train, and attend to all the duties at the station,

signals at the north cabin of Ravensthorpe yard are
only worked when the crossing to the goods yard at
that end of the station is used.

Two platelayers had been to the Ravensthorpe
south signal cabin about 5 p.m., previous to their
going out fog signalling.

One of these platelayers got adamp and fog signals,
and proceeded towards Thornhill junction, the other
got a hand lamp and proceeded to the north signal
cabin. He had one fog signal in bis pocket and he
neglected to get any more.

This man considered that he should wait at the
north cabin until a train arrived, so as to pay attention
to the gates of a private road, which crosses the rail-
way at this place, and that he should only proceed to
the south cabin up distant signal, when the station was
obstructed with a train.

He signalled the goods train in, but when it stopped
close to his cabin he did not put his up distant signal
to danger, as the goods train was not going to be
shunted at the north end of the yard. After some
slight delay, he appears to have proceeded northwards
towards the up distant signal, but before he reached
the up distant signal that is worked from the south
cabin, he heard the passenger train coming. He stated
that he held up his hand lamp with the red light, but
he did not attempt to put down the only fog signal
that he had.

The driver of the passenger train had observed that
the up distant signal, which is worked from Ravens-
thorpe north cabin, was at “ all right ” as he passed it.
He missed seeing the up distant signal, that is worked
from the south cabin, which stands high on the top of
a bank, and was hidden by the fog.

He was preparing to stop at Ravensthorpe station,
when he suddenly observed the lights at the tail of
the goods train about six yards in front of his engine,
and had no time to do anything before his engine ran
into the goods train.

The fogmau at the north side of Ravensthorpe
station seems to have been ready and willing to do
his duty.

He went to Ravensthorpe station without being *

sent for, to assist in fog signalling, but although he
has been employed before on the same duty, he ap-
pears to have had a very imperfect and confused
notion of what that duty consisted.

The rules of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway
state that the station master is responsible for giving
proper instructions to the fogmen. The station master '

at Ravensthorpe is permitted by the Company to ab-
sent himself on alternate weeks from 4 p.m. on Satur-
day till Monday morning. He had left the station on
the evening in question, and the foreman of porters
was in charge.

The fogmen had gone out fog signalling before the
foreman of porters returned from his tea at 5.20 p.m.,
so that he did not see them, but lie supposed that they
knew what they had to do.

The primary cause of the accident was the ignorance
of the fogman at the north side of Ravensthorpe sta-
tion, who though evidently willing and ready to do
his work, did not know what to do.

The platelayers who came voluntarily to their work,
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On the day in question, an “ up ” goods tram, which
,ousted of on engine and tender, six loaded, twenty-
mvan empty waggons, and a guard’s break-van at the
taU ot' the train,' arrived at Ravensthorpe station from
Bradford about 7.25 p.m. It was stopped clear of the
points at the south end of the station, which lead to

rulAen^hiewas detached from the train and taken
the goods yard to fetch three waggons that were

§f§|to be taken on with the goods train.
These three waggons were behind six other wag-

gons* so that it was necessary for the goods engine to
draw the nine waggons 'out o n t o the main line, and
push them backwards towards the goods ( rain, so that
the three waggons that were to be taken on should bo
attached to the goods train.

While the engine driver was in the act of pushing
the nine waggons back, the goods train was run into
by the “ u p ” passenger train from Bradford to Dews-
bury, that is due to pass Ravensthorpe station about
6.56 p.m. The passenger train consisted of an engine
and tender, a composite, a break-carriage with a guard,
a second, a first, another second, and a third-class
carriage.
\ho vehicles were coupled together in the order inwhich they are given. The break-carriage and three

carriages in rear of it were fitted with continuousbreaks.
The passenger train

8 to 10 miles
train.
^

Two wheels of tiic break-van at the tail of the floodsam were knocked off the rails, the end was broken
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;;iset m example which the station master will do well ing that the fog signalmen were provided with the
to follow on future occasions. Ho should not have fog signals necessary for their work,
gone away before he had seen that the safety of The accident has brought to light very great care-
the station was properly provided for. It is evident lessness in the performanceof the duties at Ravensthorpe
that he has neglected to train the platelayers in the station,

proper use of fog signals.
The foreman of porters should not have allowed the

day signalman to leave his post until the arrival of To the Secretary,
the man whose duty it was to relieve him. Railway Department

The day signalman evinced carelessness in not see- Board of Trade.
Printed copies of the above report were sent to the company on the 5th March.

M

I have, &e.,
F. II. RICH, 1Lieut.-Col ,, 11.E,
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Manchester, 16th February 1872.
IN compliance with the instructions contained

in your minute of the 27th ultimo, I have the honour
to report, for the information of the Board of Trade,
the result of my inquiry into the circumstances con-
nected with the collision that occurred on the 26th
ultimo at Victoria station on the Lancashire and
Yorkshire Railway.

Two passengers are reported to have complained of
being hurt.

On the day in question the train, which is timed to
leave Staley Bridge at 7.15 a.m., for Manchester
arrived, and stopped just outside Victoria station,
Manchester, about 7.50 a.m.

The train consisted of an engine and tender, a com-
posite carriage, with a break compartment and a guard,
a first-class,a second and two third-class carriages. The
vehicles wore coupled together in the order in which
they are given. All the carriages were fitted with con-
tinuous breaks. The engine and tender were attached
to the train with a slip coupling, so. that the guard in
the break compartment, which was next to the tender,
could detach the engine whenever he wished to do so.

I-Ie appears to have done so just before the train
arrived at No. 2 signal cabin, which is about 70 yards
to the east of Victoria station, Manchester.

The train stopped about 40 yards to the east of
No. 2 cabin, as the home signal was at danger. This
home signal was lowered about half a minute after the
train stopped. The train was detached ' from the
engine before it stopped.

The approach to Victoria station from the east is on
a gradient, which falls 1 in 49 towards the station.

When the home signal at No. 2 cabin was lowered,
the engine-driver allowed his engine to move forward
towards the station, and the guard of the train, by
loosening his break, allowed his train to follow. There
was an interval of 10 or 12 yards between the train
and the tender of the engine.

It is customary at Victoria station for the engines
of the local trains to move into the station by one
road, and for the trains to follow down the incline,
and to be turned into the several dock lines which are
appropriated to them.

The engine and tender of the train from Staley
Printed copies of the above report were sent to the company on the 5th March.

Bridge was intended to move forward on the main line
towards Salford, whereas the carriages of the Staley
Bridge train were intended to be turned, by the sig-
nalman in No. 2 cabin, into No. 2 dock line, which is
appropriated to the Staley Bridge trains.

This is done to enable the engines to get imme-
diately to the other end of their trains, and be ready
to proceed at once on the return journey.

On the occasion in question the signalman in No. 2 -M
cabin pulled the lever of a pair of points on the up -i j
line, instead of the lever of the points on the down
line. These levers are next to each other in a lever 1
frame, which contains 24 levers.

The signalman noticed his mistake as soon as he M
saw that the train was taking the wrong road. He H
called to the guard of the train to hold on, but the
latter could not get his breaks to act, with sufficient|
quickness to prevent a slight collision with the tender
of the engine that had brought the train to Man-
chester.

No part of the train left the rails, but one carriage gf!
body was slightly shifted on its frame.

The accident was caused by the mistake of the §1
signalman in No. 2 cabin. . ;if

The signals and points in No, 1 and No. 2 cabins at|I
the east end of Victoria station, Manchester, are not ..

'f§
interlocked.

The mistake made by the signalman in No. 2 cabin :|j
is certain to occur, sooner or later, with the best of ’

;|8
men. A much more serious mistake, such as moving
the points while the train is passing over them, is -3|
likely to occur at any time, unless the points and Iff
signals are arranged on the locking principle, that M
separate signals are established lor each separate line, ••§!
and that no engine or train is allowed to advance, until||
the signal is lowered for the line on which it is to
proceed.

The points and signals should bo interlocked, so
that the points must be properly set, before the signal ;|§
can be lowered.
The Secretary,

Railway Department,
Board, of Trade.

SIR,

m

3

a

im

mm

1
1m

$

I have, Ac.
F. H, RICH, amILieut'-Col* R.E. im-Vi
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Five passengers are reported to have been shaken.Normanton, 27th January 1872.
IN compliance with the instructions contained

in your minute of the 12th inst., I have the honour to
report, for the information of the Board of Trade, the
result of my inquiry into the circumstances attending
the collision which occurred on the 8th inst. near
Atfcercliffe station, on the Manchester, Sheffield, and
Lincolnshire Railway,between a passenger train and a
portion of a goods train.

SIR, mAttercliffe is the lirst station out of Sheffield, on
the line to Rotherham and Doncaster. It was opened - ^1in July last, and is situated on a descending gradient
of 1 in 100 towards Rotherham, without any pro-
tection against danger from runaway vehicles.

About 460 yards east of the east end of the up
platform a siding called c< Brown’s Siding,” for the
accommodation of some new steel works, joins the up

1

1
i

-
.m
ii


	9.pdf
	10.pdf



