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Over 1000 pages of notes 
L&YR Society member Tom Wray has donated copies of his notes to the society. These have now been 

digitised and presented in a searchable pdf file.  All you need to read them is a pdf reader (the most popular 

is Adobe Acrobat Reader – but there are many others), with a search facility. The originals were produced 

in separate decade-long folders. In this version they are all in one file to help searches. 

This is inevitably a personal chronology. Tom has worked on various projects over the years, and this has 

clearly influenced his choice of items, and the extent of the coverage. But it is undeniable that this 

chronology is the best we have. 

Searching 
This is a fully searchable pdf file.  

In most pdf readers you should press Ctrl F. This should bring a small search window onto your screen.  

Type your search term into the window, press Enter and you will be taken to the first mention of your 

search term in the text. Press Enter again to find the next one, and so on. 

Tom mainly transcribed reports from the original sources. That means you may need to search a few times 

to get comprehensive results. For the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, for example, you also need to 

search for “L&YR”, “LYR”, “the L&Y line”, the “L&Y Company” and various others. 

Notes 
There are some conventions in the text that you need to be aware of. 

1. The names of the L&YRs predecessors  are spelt out in full: but the L&YR (and its variations) are 

usually abbreviated. 

2. The names of other railway companies are given their customary abbreviations. 

3. Some smaller or lesser-known companies are also spelt out in full. 

4. Official record or announcements appear like this (L&Y minutes, tenders, etc): all the rest of the text 

appears like this. 

Currency is £(pounds), s(shillings), and (d)pence, and is usually written as £-s-d. In some reports, however, 

decimal pounds (£0.00) and decimal pennies (0.00d) are used. There are also occasions where fractions of 

pennies are used. 

Spelling follows the usage in the original reports. In some of Tom’s originals the spellings were unclear, so I 

have made the best guess and used modern spelling. The older reports refer to “breaks” while modern 

usage is “brakes”. The changeover can be spotted in the 1850s! 

Sources 
Most of the sources for these notes are now available on the internet: 

Manchester Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/info/2012/jul/25/digital-archive-notice (you have to pay 

for this) 

Other newspapers: http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk (British Library Newspaper Archive – but 

you have to pay for this too) 

The Engineer,  Engineering, The Engineering Times, are available for free at 

http://www.gracesguide.co.uk/Main_Page . 

Accident Reports from the Railway Commissioners of the Board of Trade are available from 

http://www.railwaysarchive.co.uk/index.php



The L&YR Minutes and various other sources are, at the moment, only available in physical form. There are 

copies at the National Railway Museum, and the various public libraries in Lancashire, Yorkshire, and the 

various Metropolitan Districts carved out of the traditional counties.  

Finally, although this has been painstakingly proof-read there are bound to be errors, omissions, and typos 

that have crept in through the digitisation process.  

This is the second major revision and I hope that most of the errors have now been corrected. If you spot 

any please contact me at: projects@lyrs.org.uk

Michael Hughes,  March 2017
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1825 – 1839 
1825
October 

Notice of an application to Parliament to make a railway from Great Moor Street, Bolton, to New Bailey 

Prison, Salford, and a branch railway from Cross Lane, Salford, to the river Irwell, opposite Hulme Hall. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 October 1825) 

November 
Notice of an application to Parliament to make a railway from Saint George’s Road, Manchester, to 

Greenacres Moor, Oldham, and a branch railway from Failsworth Pole to Dryclough, Royton. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 November 1825) 

The general meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was held on Friday, 11th. November 1825. 

It was unanimously decided to proceed with the undertaking and introduce a bill to Parliament. It had been 

estimated that a single line would cost £69,368-13-4d, and an estimate total of 318,544 tons of goods 

would be carried, producing £10,559-18-0d. (Manchester Guardian, 12 November 1825) 

Notice of the application to Parliament for the Manchester and Oldham Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

November 1825) 

Notice of the general meeting of subscribers to the Manchester and Oldham Railway to be held on 

Wednesday, 30th. November 1825 at the Albion Hotel, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 14 November 

1825) 
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1826.  
January 

Notice was given to the subscribers and holders of receipts in the Manchester and Oldham Railway that the 

subscription list to be presented to Parliament lay at Messrs. Scholes, Tetlow & Co. bankers, Manchester, 

for signature. Shareholders neglecting to do this before 30th. January 1826 will forfeit their shares. 

(Manchester Guardian, 21 January 1826) 

The committee of the Bolton Company meets to carry into effect the resolution passed on 11th. November 

1825. Subscribers are required to sign the subscription list required by Parliament without delay and to pay 

£1 per cent, or 10/- per share, on their respective subscriptions on or before 15th. February 1826 

otherwise they will forfeit the share and deposit. (Manchester Guardian, 28 January 1826) 

February 
Notice was given that from Monday, 6th. March 1826 a copy of the bill introduced to Parliament for the 

Manchester and Oldham Railway would be lodged with the clerks of the Collegiate Church, Manchester, 

and at several churches and chapels in the district for inspection by persons concerned. (Manchester 

Guardian, 25 February 1826) 

May 
The annual general meeting of the Manchester and Oldham Railway will be held on Wednesday 11th June 

1828 at the Palace Hotel, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 24 May 1828) 

July 
A meeting was held in Manchester on Wednesday, 5th. July 1826, to elect directors and officials in 

pursuance of the Manchester and Oldham Railway Company act granted in the previous session. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 July 1826) 
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1830.  

March 
The annual general meeting of the Manchester and Oldham Railway was held on Wednesday, 31st, March 

1830 at the Palace Hotel, Manchester, to consider the propriety of proceeding to carry out the undertaking 

into effect, or of abandoning the same. After some discussion, it was finally determined (the purchasing 

lands, etc., was limited, having expired last May), that the undertaking should not be proceeding in, and a 

committee was appointed to ascertain and settle the claims upon the company; after which, the balance of 

the deposits and calls remaining unexpended is to be divided amongst the shareholders. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 April 1830) 

July 
Report of a new railway between Bolton and Manchester from between the present Bolton and Worsley 

roads. (Manchester Guardian, 31 July 1830) 

September 
A meeting of the committee of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway held at the Hayward Hotel, 

Manchester, ordered that the Law Clerk be instructed to give notice by circular letter accompanied by 

form of proxy to each proprietor, that a special assembly will be held on Thursday, 30th. September to 

consider applying to Parliament for power to convert the canal or certain parts thereof into a railway. 

(Minutes, 9 September 1830) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway requested and authorised William Hutchinson to employ an 

engineer to survey the line of canal and expense of conversion to a railway with the smallest deviation 

possible. (Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Minutes, 14 September 1830) 

An announcement was made by J Brackenbury, solicitor, with regard to a meeting of prominent people to 

discuss a proposed railway between L&Y. An extensive and highly respectable subscription was, in 1825, 

established and a committee formed to consider a railway from Manchester to Leeds. Unfortunately due to 

financial uncertainty at the time the project had to be suspended. By 1830, however, the money market had 

improved and the project was once more the subject of consideration. The object in view was to form the 

central portion of a cross country railway, the other two being the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway and 

the proposed Leeds and Selby Railway. As far as possible it would serve the towns of Rochdale, 

Todmorden, Halifax, Bradford, Dewsbury and Wakefield. As the committee had reason to believe that the 

line could be completed without any material obstacles it was decided to proceed with surveys and 

estimates which would be put to the subscribers in due course. It was expected that the majority of 

subscribers would be from Manchester and Leeds and intermediate towns. Shares would be issued at £100 

each with a limit of twenty shares per subscriber. (Manchester Guardian, 18 September 1830) 

A general meeting of the subscribers to the Bolton and Preston Rail Road was held at Bolton on 24th. 

September 1830. A committee of management had been appointed and £150,000 subscribed. The railway 

between Preston and Bolton would be united with the Bolton and Manchester and the Bolton and Leigh 

railroads. It was resolved that Mr Rastrick be appointed surveyor and that he survey a branch line from 

Bolton and Preston to Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 25 September 1830) 

October 
Notice of the application to be made by the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal Navigation in the next 

session of Parliament to convert the line of said canal into a railway. (Manchester Guardian, 2 October 

1830) 

We understand that the inhabitants of Oldham have originated a subscription for making a railroad 

between their town and Manchester and it is stated that all shares are taken by residents of Oldham. About 

four years ago an act was obtained for making a railroad between the towns but it was never carried out  

[…] the shareholders or their committee having, at a late meeting, determined that it was advisable not to 

proceed with the undertaking.  […] A number of gentlemen in Oldham […] concluded to confine the 
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subscriptions for shares to Oldham residents and proceed with the work so soon as an act of Parliament 

can be obtained for it. (Manchester Guardian, 2 October 1830) 

A meeting was held on 4th. October 1820 at the Angel Inn, Oldham, to discuss building a railway between 

Oldham and Manchester. As the Manchester and Oldham Railway act of 1826 had lapsed it was decided to 

apply for a new act and to appoint a committee to obtain estimates and surveys. The Manchester and 

Liverpool District Bank was appointed treasurers and Messrs. Whitehead and Barlow, solicitors. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 October 1830) 

The Manchester and Oldham Railway decide to apply for a renewal of the 1826 act with additional 

branches to Ashton and Stalybridge. (Manchester Guardian, 16 October 1830) 

A meeting was held in Leeds on Friday to receive a deputation from the committees in Manchester and 

Liverpool, originally formed in 1825, for establishing a railway from Manchester to Leeds […] it was 

resolved to appoint two engineers to make surveys and to report concerning the best line  […] A sufficient 

subscription for this purpose was immediately entered into, and a provisional committee formed for Leeds 

to unite with those in Manchester and Leeds. (Manchester Guardian, 16 October 1830) 

Notice of an application to Parliament for a railroad, or tramway, from Mill Street, Manchester, to Mumps, 

Oldham, with a branch from Mumps to Shaw, via Waterlow, Sheepworks and Broadway Lane, from where 

a short branch will go to Swine Clough and Lockside. From Copster Hill another branch to Bardsey, and 

from Failsworth to Chadderton and Royton and collieries at Edge Lane and Dryclough. It was not, at that 

time, decided whether or not to extend the Bardsey branch to Ashton and Stalybridge. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 October 1830) 

It is in contemplation to form a union between the Bolton and Manchester and the Bolton and Preston 

companies. The advantages of such an arrangement to the town of Bolton will be sufficiently obvious when 

it is recollected that the line thus formed will constitute the great line into the north from Manchester. A 

meeting of the Bolton and Preston proprietors took place on Wednesday at the Bridge Inn, Bolton, to 

receive the report of the surveyors. (Manchester Guardian, 30 October 1830) 

On Monday last, 18th October 1830, a numerous meeting of gentlemen resident in this town, Leeds, 

Liverpool, Halifax, Todmorden and neighbouring towns was held at the Royal Hotel, Mosley Street, 

Manchester, Samuel Brooks in the chair, to promote the construction of a railroad from Manchester to 

Leeds, the line to run through, or near, the chief seats of manufacture and commerce situate between 

those two places. They agreed that a company should be forthwith formed, with a capital of £800,000, to 

arise from 8,000 shares of £100 each. It was also resolved unanimously, that this railway should be 

connected with the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, already constructed, and with the projected Leeds 

and Selby and the Leeds and Bradford railways, and that the most advantageous line should be chosen to 

promote the interest of the towns of Rochdale, Todmorden, Halifax, Huddersfield and Bradford. The 

engineers, George Stephenson and James Walker, are already actively employed in making the surveys; and 

it is expected that the bill may be introduced and obtained during the ensuing session of Parliament. A 

statement of the proceedings appears in our advertisements in another column. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

October 1830) 

At a meeting held on Monday, 18th October 1830 at the Royal Hotel, Manchester, presided over by Samuel 

Brooks, it was resolved to establish a railway to be called the Manchester and Leeds Railway. Shares, the 

first 8,000, to be distributed amongst the landowners, to be £100 each with a limit of twenty per person 

and a deposit to be paid within twenty one days of the approval of the application. A general meeting would 

be called immediately the engineers report was to hand to decide the capital and that the engineers 

complete their surveys so that an act can be applied for. Also, because connection with the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway and the Leeds and Selby Railway was favourable a report was required concerning 

the junctions. A committee of twenty nine was formed to continue the running of the project. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 October 1830) 
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On Monday, 25th. October 1830, a deputation of the Liverpool and Leeds Railway committee accompanied 

by Mr Nimmo, their engineer, met a number of the committee for promoting the projected railway from 

Leeds to Bradford […] to consult on the most eligible line to be adopted on the Yorkshire side of the 

summit […]. It is proposed that the railway shall proceed direct from Liverpool to join the Leeds and 

Selby Railway at Leeds, passing through Bolton and bury […] and having a branch along the line of the 

Bolton and Bury canal to Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 30 October 1830) 

November 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway has applied for an act for a railway from the Manchester terminus of the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, near Oldfield Road, passing to the south and east of the town and 

towards Rochdale. A branch from near Moston Mill, Newton, would terminate on the side of the 

Manchester and Blackley turnpike near Saint George’s church. (Manchester Guardian, 13 November 1830) 

Notice of the Liverpool and Leeds Railway. The primary object for the advantageous communication by 

forming a junction with the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. It will start from the North Docks, 

Liverpool, through Walton, Simonswood, Wigan and Tyldesley to a junction at Pendlebury. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 November 1830) 

The line of the Manchester and Leeds Railway has been decided upon. Under the advice of George 

Stephenson and James Walker. There will be no necessity for any tunnels, or any inclined planes, in any part 

of the line-up which locomotive engines cannot work with advantage. (Manchester Guardian, 13 November 

1830) 
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1831 
January 

Notice of the intended line of railway between Manchester and Leeds. To afford better facilities for the 

transport of agricultural and mineral wealth and to form, in conjunction with others, “a grand line of railway 

between eastern and western seas.” In order to ascertain the best line for a railway the services of George 

Stephenson and James Walker were engaged and from their surveys and reports the directors were able to 

decide on the intended route through the Todmorden Valley.  

This route cuts out the necessity of a tunnel, several miles long, or steep inclines and the stationary engines 

required. The proposed railway will commence at a station near Saint George’s church, Manchester, and 

approach in its progress, Middleton, Rochdale, Littleborough, and passing the important stations of Hebden 

Bridge and Sowerby Bridge and nearby Halifax. It will extend along the Calder Valley passing Elland and 

Brighouse where the directors feel it wise to stop. A plan has been put forward by James Walker for the 

remainder of the line to Leeds but the directors wish to wait until the major part of the scheme has the 

sanction of parliament. Communications between intermediate towns will be helped and also that of 

adjacent towns such as Oldham, Huddersfield and Dewsbury.  

A connection to Wakefield will ultimately be formed and also to Burnley and Colne. By completing the line 

of railway from east to west the manufacturers will have a cheap and quick means of communication 

afforded them. Minerals which abound the district will be brought into more extensive demand. In 

considering the present means of transport goods from Leeds to Manchester it will be realised that of the 

two canal routes one entails a journey of 79 miles and the other of 114 miles. By present methods the time 

taken by goods is at least twenty four hours though in winter freezing of the canals and in summer drought 

greatly hinders transport. In addition to goods transport that of passenger transport is severely reduced by 

a journey of between seven and eight hours over rough roads. The mail coach is slightly faster taking only 

six hours. By rail the journey may take only half the time.  

The amount of goods taken between Manchester and Leeds has greatly exceeded the directors’ 

anticipations for they find with considerable accuracy the aggregate amount of goods actually transported 

by land and canal amounts to a total very much exceeding £10,000 per week, an estimate provided by 

skilful and experienced people. The directors have estimated that for the main line from Saint George’s 

Road to Brighouse, a distance of 34½ miles, the expense will be less than £16,000 per mile for a road ten 

yards broad and with rails 40lbs per yard. Every preparation has been made for application to Parliament in 

the next session and the directors fully hope to obtain the sanction of the legislature. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 January 1831) 

February 
At a meeting held on 18th. February 1831 in Oldham an unsuccessful attempt was made to establish a 

railway from Manchester to Oldham. The shareholders decided to postpone the intended application to 

Parliament for an act on account of the expected opposition from coal proprietors and other interested 

individuals. (Manchester Guardian, 26 February 1831) 

An application was made on 23rd. February 1831 to the Vice-Chancellor to restrain the Manchester, Bolton 

and Bury Canal Company from converting the canal into a railway. (Manchester Guardian, 26 February 

1831) 

March 
At a meeting held on 2nd. March 1831 at the Bridge Inn, Bolton, of the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal 

Co. the report of George Stephenson, dated 28th. February 1831 was read. He had examined the canal with 

a view to the possibility of using the route for a railway. He had also examined the route of the proposed 

Manchester and Bolton Railroad with a view to compare the two. He considered it impracticable to 

convert the canal because of the inaccessibility of the terminus at Bolton and the numerous curves and also 

the unfavourable land upon which to build a railway. From Clifton to Windsor Bridge he found favourable 
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but from the latter to Manchester the river Irwell was crossed several times. Of Rastrick’s plans he was in 

favour having few or no objections. (Manchester Guardian, 5 March 1831) 

On 7th. March 1831 Lord Morpeth introduced the petition for the Manchester and Leeds Railway bill to 

Parliament and on 8th. March the committee on the petition declared that the standing order had been 

complied with. On 10th. March the bill was introduced by Lord Morpeth and read for the first time. 

(Manchester Guardian, 12 March 1831) 

A special meeting of the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal Company was held on 10th March 1831 to 

consider a draft proposal to convert the canal to a railway. (Manchester Guardian, 12 March 1831) 

The application, made on 14th. March 1831 by the Liverpool and Leeds Railway to build a railway from 

North Docks, Liverpool, through Walton, Simonswood, Tyldesley to the Manchester, Bolton and Bury 

Canal at Pendlebury, failed on standing orders. It was intended to have four lines of rails, one pair for 

passenger and light goods traffic, and the other pair for slower carriages and heavy mineral and goods 

traffic. The whole route was to be illuminated at night by gas. (Manchester Guardian, 19 March 1831) 

We are given to understand that, for some time past it has been currently reported that arrangements have 

been made with the Rochdale Canal Company, and that they have abandoned their opposition to the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway bill. But we are authorised to state, that the canal company are still as 

strongly opposed as ever, and will naturally exert themselves against every stage of the bill, in both houses 

of parliament, in order, if possible to prevent the annihilation of a property, amounting to near a million 

which has been expended upon the navigation. (Manchester Guardian, 26 March 1831) 

June 
Report of a meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway held on Wednesday last, 15th. June. It was 

resolved to proceed with the bill for the road from Manchester to Sowerby Bridge in the approaching 

Parliament. A report was submitted by the engineer on the subject of the extension from Sowerby  Bridge, 

near Halifax, to Leeds  […] the survey of two lines; one by Brighouse, Batley and Morley to Leeds; the 

other along the valley of the Calder by Brighouse and Wakefield to the same termination.  

The  […] Batley line is, that it would be shorter by at least eight miles, than by Dewsbury and that the 

country in that direction is less […] for the working of  […] locomotive engines and the elevation of that 

part of the country, at least  […] of road must be worked by stationary engines.  […]  [Of] the other line 

is, that it would pass the important towns of Dewsbury and Wakefield; the locomotive engines would 

travel all the way between Manchester and Leeds, with the aid of a tunnel  […] yards in length near 

Rothwell. Mr Stephenson also showed how a communication might be made by a branch from the trunk 

railway to Huddersfield. (Manchester Guardian, 18 June 1831) 

July 
Yesterday week the Rochdale Canal Company and other opposing parties entered upon their evidence to 

show that there are already ample means of conveyance; and we understand the (Manchester and Leeds 

Railway) bill was, on Tuesday, thrown out. (Manchester Guardian, 16 July 1831) 

A petition from the subscribers to the Manchester and Leeds Railway was presented to the House of 

Commons on Monday last, 19th. July 1831 by Lord Morpeth, praying for a committee of appeal, by which 

the evidence on the bill might again be heard. The application was made on the grounds of the committee, 

to which the bill was previously referred, having in the course of the proceedings, expressed themselves 

satisfied with the evidence of the applicants as regards to traffic and population, but finally reported that the 

preamble had not been proved, by a majority of 15 to 13, many of the members having voted in the last 

division who had heard no portion of the evidence. The consideration of the case came on Thursday 

evening, when a very animated debate took place, and the house, without dividing on the question, granted 

the committee of appeal. The ballot for the committee takes place on Monday next, 25th. July 1831. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 July 1831) 
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We stated last week that the House of Commons had granted to the promoters of the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway a committee of appeal. A debate of unusual interest arose on the occasion, and strong 

observations were made on the general conduct of the committees on private bills. A ballot for a 

committee of appeal was fixed for Monday last; but, in consequence of an omission to enter into 

recognizance’s within two days after the presenting of the petition, as required by the house, the appeal 

was dismissed upon a mere point of form. (Manchester Guardian, 30 July 1831) 

September 
Notice of the annual general meeting of the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal Navigation and Railway 

Company to be held on Monday, 19th. September 1831. (Manchester Guardian, 10 September 1831) 

October 
Notice of the general meeting of the Liverpool and Leeds Railway on 3rd. October 1831. The present state 

and future prospects of the undertaking will be laid before the subscribers. (Manchester Guardian, 1 

October 1831) 

Notice of the adjourned meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Company to be held on 

Monday, 24th. October 1831. (Manchester Guardian, 22 October 1831) 

November 
Since the New Bury Road, Manchester, was formally opened on 19th. October 1831 there has been such an 

increase in traffic on it and tolls received that it will repay the heavy outlay it has cost. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 November 1831) 
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1832 
January 

Resolved. That the company adopt the name Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal Navigation and Railway

Company. Engineer, Jesse Hartley. (Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Minutes, 21 January 1832) 

July 
The Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal Navigation and Railway act of Parliament for amending the line of 

railway received royal assent on 1st. June 1832. We understand that, at the annual general meeting of the 

proprietors, which was held on Thursday week, 28th. June 1832, it was resolved, that the line of the 

intended railway should be forthwith marked out, and the powers of the acts of parliament for effecting the 

railway should be carried into execution without delay. (Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1832) 

August 
Payments made to Mr Hartley for expenses incurred in laying out the intended line of railway between 

Manchester, Bolton and Bury. (Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Minutes, 16 August 1832) 

Mr Hartley’s report. Line surveyed, including branches to Bury and to Kearsley Moor Collieries, and from 

the present termination of the canal to the Bridge Inn, Bolton. 

Estimate. Main line: Manchester to Bolton. 

Excavations and banks £74,040
Bridges and structures £62,860
Rails, etc, (3 lines) including continuous stone bed £117,885

Total £254,755
Kearsley Colliery branch £22,435
Strawberry Hill to Canal Stores £7,455
Canal Stores to Bridge Inn £6,355

(Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Minutes, 3 December 1832) 

December 
Plan submitted by the engineer for the line from New Bailey Street in Salford to Agecroft, approved. 

Hartley to continue as engineer, at a salary of 1,200 Guineas, to cover all expenses of self and son, 

travelling, offices, etc., Engineer to proceed with construction. (Minutes, 19 December 1832) 



1825 - 1839 

14 

1833.  
May 

Plan of proposed bridge for carrying the railway over Ordsall Lane in Salford approved. (Minutes, 21 May 

1833) 

June 
On Saturday morning last, 1st. June 1833, the intended railway between this town and Bolton by the line of 

the canal, was commenced in a field adjoining Ordsall Lane, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 8 June 1833) 

November 
Report that Lord Francis Egerton and his family deny that they intend becoming subscribers in the new 

north line of railway projected from Manchester to Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 2 November 1833) 

Notice of the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Company projected new railway from Pendleton to Liverpool, 

through Swinton, Atherton, Leigh, Billinge, Rainford, Simonswood, Walton, and Kirkdale to William Street, 

Liverpool, and another through Bury to Burnley. (Manchester Guardian, 16 November 1833) 

Goole has been constituted a bonding port for tobacco. It has already bonding facilities for wines and 

spirits. (Manchester Guardian, 16 November 1833) 



1825 - 1839 

15 

1834.  
June 

The Manchester, Bolton and Bury engineers report; Buildings in New Bailey Street, except one, cleared 

away. Culvert to convey water from Ordsall Lane nearly completed. Masonry tunnel built to convey canal 

under railway near Oldfield Lane. Lock and bridge for diversion of canal nearby in a forward state. Canal 

diversion near Windsor Bridge largely excavated and one side walled. One half of Windsor Bridge nearly 

completed. (Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Minutes, 26 June 1834) 

July 
Port of Goole. The Goole and London Steam Packet Company beg to announce to their friends and the 

public in general, that the steam ship City of Glasgow will commence running betwixt Goole and London 

without calling at Hull, on Saturday the 26th instant (1834), and will continue to leave Goole every 

succeeding Saturday and London on every Thursday morning. The freight of goods by this conveyance will 

be the same as is at present charged by the Hull steamers. The City of Glasgow […] has excellent 

accommodation for passengers who will be conveyed to or from London or Goole at 10s each for the best 

cabins; 5s each for the second cabin. (Manchester Guardian, 19 July 1834) 

August 
The railway from New Bailey Street to Ordsall Lane to be on arches in preference to embankment. 

(Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Minutes, 25 August 1834) 

October 
A meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway to be held this date (18th. October 1834). It is resolved to 

form a company to be called the Bolton and Preston Railway and Improvement of the Harbour of Wyre 

Railway. The engineer, George Landsmann, C.E. has reported […].  

The whole length, 17½ miles, may be made without interfering with any park, ornamental, or villa grounds, 

and without touching more than one very inferior dwelling. The section will also show that the total 

difference of level between the termini is but 4¼ feet; the highest point or summit level being the terminus 

at Preston, on the same level as, and very near to, the Lancaster Canal, and only 600 feet distant from the 

proposed termination of the North Union Railway […].  

Near the town of Preston, a viaduct, about 600 feet in length, and averaging 25 feet high, will carry the 

railway across a narrow and abrupt valley, and there also will cross over the turnpike road leading from 

Preston to Kirkham […] the line, although considerably shorter than the turnpike road to Poulton, forms a 

gentle curve, in order that the towns of Kirkham and Poulton may derive every advantage which the new 

communication can provide. With regard to the harbour of the Wyre, I regret that the drawings are not 

yet completed; a plan of the whole harbour, showing all the surroundings and parts left uncovered at low 

water, is now in a forward state; […]  

I feel no hesitation in assuring you that it possesses every natural qualification for very extensive 

commercial operations, and I have no reason to doubt that the sum (estimated) will be sufficient to provide 

a convenient wharf for five or six vessels at a time, and suitable warehouses for the protection of such 

goods as may require being sheltered. Although this work will necessarily be upon a small scale, yet it is my 

intention so to make the arrangements as that, whenever an extension of accommodation may be found 

desirable, it will form a part of the augmented establishment. The navigation of the Wyre is perfectly free 

from intricacies, its channel from the sea is direct from North/North West, four or five miles in length, and 

200 yards wide; along its western side is a fixed bank of sand and gravel, partially uncovered during a great 

portion of each tide, and forms a sort of breakwater to the channel. At present this passage is but 

imperfectly marked with a buoy and staff, but if much frequented would soon be greatly improved; this 

bank is called the Nur Wharf. From half flood to half ebb, vessels drawing 16 feet of water may enter with 

safety; and at high water, during the spring tides, this channel has 36 feet of water; and has never less than 5 

feet. The anchorage is on good holding ground.  
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The estimated cost of making a railway from Preston to the harbour of Wyre, for a single line of road, but 

including the cost of land, bridges, and viaduct for a double line is £109,010, and £10,990 for additional 

contingencies. (Manchester Guardian, 18 October 1834) 

The engineer to commence forthwith getting in the stone foundations to the height where the intended 

brickwork is to begin on the north side the whole distance from the intended station at New Bailey Street to 

Ordsall Lane. (Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Minutes, 22 October 1834) 

December 
Notice of the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Company’s application to Parliament to amend, extend, enlarge 

and render more effectual (in previous Acts) and for a railway extending from the main line, through 

Tyldesley, Wigan, Walton, Bootle, to Liverpool, terminating on the north side of William Street. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 December 1834) 
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1835.  
January 

Notice of the Bolton and Preston Railway and improvement in the harbour of Wyre Bill. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 January 1835) 

March 
William Patten, in the House of Commons, on Friday week, moved for leave to bring a Bill to extend the 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway […]. Mr Littleton said it was unusual to oppose the reception of a 

petition; but he did not consider that the house ought to entertain the measure now proposed […] the 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Company had not yet finished their present line, and they had not funds to do 

so […] the house ought to refer the petition to a committee to inquire whether the standing orders had 

been complied with […]  

Lord Morpeth opposed the reception of the petition. The company had first applied respecting a line 

extending only 13 miles, and now they applied for an additional line of 31 miles in another direction, and 

requiring at least three times the amount of capital. The Speaker said it was necessary to inquire whether 

standing orders had been complied with. The question was then put, and the petition was received. Leave 

was given to bring in the Bill. (Manchester Guardian, 21 March 1835) 

April 
The bill for the north line of railway to Liverpool by the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was thrown 

out on Monday, 30th. March 1835. (Manchester Guardian, 4 April 1835) 

June 
The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway engineers report; the bridge across Ordsall Lane complete except 

for battlements. Canal diverted on the south side of Windsor Bridge. Windsor Bridge complete. East 

abutments for Pendleton canal bridge chiefly put in. From Pendleton Bridge to Agecroft, line more or less 

excavated and in as forward a state as circumstances will permit. Masonry of bridge for carrying the turnpike 

road across the railway at Agecroft has been taken down and rebuilt on the line of the deviation. This 

deviation and the canal bridge in a forward state. Embankments from Agecroft to Clifton in fair progress, 

spoil coming from deep cutting in Pepper Hill. From Clifton to Bolton a new line has been surveyed on the 

west instead of east side of the river Irwell. (Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Minutes, 25 June 1835) 

September 
The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway invite tenders for excavation, embanking and formation of that 

part of the line extending from Clifton to Bolton. (Manchester Guardian, 12 September 1835) 

The first meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway was held on Friday, 11th. September 1835. The 

chairman, Peter Hesketh Fleetwood, appointed the directors and stated that the act of Parliament had been 

obtained at a comparatively trifling expense, that all shares had been taken up and that it had not been 

thought expedient to press, during this session, for the junction of the North Union Railway with the 

Bolton and Preston Railway, it was still the determination of the directors to do so immediately that their 

works were in a sufficient state of forwardness. He also informed the meeting that the company had 

arranged to commence operations immediately for accommodations for steamers, and completing the line 

as far as Preston, in order that advantage might be at once taken of steamers, and other vessels, with such 

Irish produce, etc., as for the importation of which, the driving of cattle, or carriage of goods from Poulton 

to Preston, would not be detrimental or material. (Manchester Guardian, 12 September 1835) 

October 
 […] we are equally anxious for a complete communication of this nature across the island by Manchester 

and Leeds to Hull […] several of the most influential proprietors of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway 

have signified their intention of promoting a railway from Manchester to Leeds, to connect itself with the 
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Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, as a totally separate concern of course, but with such assistance as 

their ample means and valuable experience will afford. (Manchester Guardian, 17 October 1835) 

Notice of the proposed Manchester and Leeds Railway from Manchester by way of Todmorden, Dewsbury 

and Wakefield. At a meeting held on 21st. October 1835 it was resolved;  

1, that a subscription list be entered into;  
2, that a sum of £800,000 be subscribed for in shares of £100 each;  
3, that the original subscribers in 1831 shall have preference in the application for shares;  
4, that a deposit of £5 per share be paid;  
5, that the deposit be paid to specified banks in Manchester, Leeds, Halifax, Huddersfield and Liverpool.  

A provisional committee is appointed to prepare for a general meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 24 October 

1835) 

November 
Notice of the application to Parliament for an Act for the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 November 1835) 

It will be seen in another part of our paper that the Manchester and Leeds Railway Company have given 

notice for an application to Parliament for the next session for a complete line of railway from Manchester 

to Leeds. The line from Manchester appears to be the same as that prepared in 1831, as far as Brighouse, it 

is then continued through the valley of the Calder to Wakefield, and from thence towards Methley, where 

it will fall into the proposed line of the North MR  to Leeds. (Manchester Guardian, 14 November 1835) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway invite tenders for works for the construction of bridges, viaducts, 

culverts and other masonry for the line from Irwell Street, Salford to Bolton. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

November 1835) 

Report of a meeting held on Wednesday, 11th. November 1835 at Bradford for the purpose of taking into 

consideration the propriety of having a railway communication to the town by inducing the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway to take Bradford in their line. (Manchester Guardian, 21 November 1835) 

December 
The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway engineer submitted plans for an extension from the present 

termination in New Bailey Street across the river Irwell along the south side of Saint Mary’s Church to near 

Deansgate, Manchester. (Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Minutes, 31 December 1835) 
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1836. 
January  

Notice of the Manchester South Union Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 16 January 1836) 

A large number of the most opulent and influential commercial men of this town and neighbourhood 

assembled at the Town Hall on Thursday to express their opinion with respect to the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway. (Long report) (Manchester Guardian, 30 January 1836) 

February 
The Bolton and Preston Railway list of dues to be taken at the harbour; 

Every vessel employed in the foreign trade entering the harbour each voyage per ton 3d. 
Every vessel employed in the Scotch or Irish trade, or to and from the Isle of Man each voyage, per ton 1d. 
Every vessel employed in the coasting trade, per ton ¼d. 
Exemptions; All vessels laden with coal, culm or cinders, coming out of the river Douglas and Ascand entering the 
harbour. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 February 1836) 

A deputation from the Manchester and Leeds Railway shareholders had an interview with Lord Stanley on 

Thursday when his lordship consented to take charge of the bill in the House of Commons. They have also 

met a deputation from the North MR  and the differences between the two companies will be satisfactorily 

adjusted. (Manchester Guardian, 13 February 1836) 

On Thursday evening week Lord Stanley obtained leave to bring into Parliament a bill for constructing a 

railway between Manchester and Leeds. (Manchester Guardian, 27 February 1836) 

March 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway bill was read a second time on Wednesday. The opposition to this bill is 

perhaps more strenuous than to any other undertaking of the kind now before Parliament and was to go 

before a revived committee on standing orders yesterday when a severe struggle was expected to take 

place. (Manchester Guardian, 5 March 1836) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway bill passed the committee on standing orders, notwithstanding the 

enormous efforts to defeat it by the canal companies. It is not expected to go into committee until after 

Easter. (Manchester Guardian, 12 March 1836) 

April 
Notice of the Bolton, Wigan and Preston Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 2 April  1836) 

Notice of a meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway to be held on Monday, 11th. April 1836 to hear 

the report of the directors. (Manchester Guardian, 9 April 1836) 

May 
At a meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway held on 25th. April 1836 it was resolved that the holders of 

paid up scrip of the Manchester, Bolton, Bury and Preston Railway, formed in 1831, apply to the solicitor or 

be excluded from all benefits arising there from. (Manchester Guardian, 7 May 1836) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway has agreed to build a branch railway to Halifax at the most convenient 

place for general communication. (Manchester Guardian, 14 May 1836) 

June 
Notice of the Bolton and Preston Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 4 June 1836) 
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July 
Active preparations are now in progress for the commencement of the Bolton and Preston Railway. The 

land betwixt Wyreton (Burn Naze) and Kirkham is nearly all conveyed to and paid for and during the 

present week two schooners laden with cast iron chairs, wrought iron pins, etc., have been discharged at 

Wyreton for the immediate use of the contractor, Mr Staunton, who intends to commence cutting, etc., 

forthwith. About 1,500 tons of iron rails are daily expected from Cardiff. (Manchester Guardian, 2 July 

1836) 

August 
Notice of the first general meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway to be held on Thursday, 8th. 

September 1836. (Manchester Guardian, 13 August 1836) 

September 
Report of the first general meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway held on Thursday, 8th. September 

1836  […] since the passing of the act the directors had succeeded in engaging the continued services of 

George Stephenson as principal, and Thomas Gooch as the resident engineer  […] the company had 

derived considerable advantage from the plans of the old company who sought, in 1830-31, to get the line 

as far as Sowerby Bridge, and being valued by Mr Stephenson, the present company was enabled to pay 

back to those of the old company who had paid the call of 10s per share, 13s 4d per share, while those 

who had not paid that call received 3s 4d only. (There followed a long discussion on the remuneration of 

the directors prior to the act being passed) (Manchester Guardian, 10 September 1836) 

A very accurate survey of the Manchester and Leeds Railway is now taking place to improve the curves and 

gradients as much as possible, previous to the start of the work, which will not be delayed more than two 

months from the present time. It is expected by the engineers that the road will be ready to open in three 

years from the 1st. January next. (Manchester Guardian, 21 September 1836) 

October 
Notice of the Manchester Connexion Railway to unite the various railways commencing or terminating in 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 8 October 1836) 

A central railway station is desirable to connect the various railways which will radiate from Manchester. 

George Stephenson, we understand, has recommended survey with a view to make Store Street the 

terminus of the Manchester and Leeds Railway instead of Saint George’s Road as contemplated by the act. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 October 1836) 

Notice of a special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway to be held on Wednesday, 9th. November 

1836. (Manchester Guardian, 22 October 1836) 

A meeting has been held in Halifax to consider steps necessary in pressing the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway to have a branch railway to the town. (Manchester Guardian, 26 October 1836) 

The inhabitants of Oldham appear most unaccountably indifferent to the propriety of immediate measures 

in order to connect the town with the Manchester and Leeds Railway by a branch of almost two miles in 

length  […] the commercial men of Oldham should quickly attend to this affair, or they will deprive 

themselves of the benefit of any railway. (Manchester Guardian, 29 October 1836) 

November 
A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 9th. November 1836 to 

consider making an application to parliament for an act to alter and vary parts of the railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 November 1836) 

Notice of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway application to Parliament for an act for a reservoir at 

Eagley Brook, for branch railways in Salford to connect with the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway and for 

a wall and embankment on the west side of the river Irwell at Kearsley, 800 yards long. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 November 1836) 
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A meeting of the Preston and Wyre Dock Company was held on Thursday, 10th. November 1836. It was 

resolved; 1st. that the harbour of the Wyre […] requires only the formation of docks to make it surpass 

every other on the Lancashire coast, 2nd. that it is  […] desirable that a company should be formed for 

making of docks, with warehouses, etc., and thereby affording the necessary accommodation to the foreign 

trade, 3rd. that such company be styled the Preston and Wyre Dock Company, 4th. that a capital of 

£100,000 be raised, 5th. that a provisional directory be formed […] for obtaining an act of incorporation at 

the next session of Parliament. (Manchester Guardian, 19 November 1836) 

December 
A good road in Liverpool from the Borough Gaol to Boundary Street has long been wanted. The road will 

be made from the end of Great Howard Street to Sandhills. (Manchester Guardian, 3 December 1836) 
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1837.

January 
Report of the Manchester Police Commissioners with regard to the Manchester Connexion Railway. 

(Manchester Guardian, 14 January 1837) 

Report of the Salford Police Commissioners regarding the connexion railway to join the Manchester and 

Liverpool Railway (sic) by the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway by crossing, on the level, Ordsall Lane 

in two places, Hampson Street and Oldfield Road. (Manchester Guardian, 14 January 1837) 

February 
Statement by the Manchester Connexion Railway in reply to the Manchester Police Commissioners report. 

(Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1837) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for sinking three shafts, five feet in diameter, in the 

neighbourhood of Todmorden. (Manchester Guardian, 15 February 1837) 

March 
Notice of the application for the incorporation of the Preston and Wyre Dock Company […]. The site of 

the proposed dock will be immediately adjoining the terminus of the railway, and goods brought by ships 

may be lifted out of their holds and placed on the railway train without the expense of carting or any other 

labour. (Manchester Guardian, 1 March 1837) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Monday, 20th. March 1837. 

(Manchester Guardian, 25 March 1837) 

May 
There is every reason to believe that the committee before which the Bolton and Preston bill is now in the 

course of consideration, will not sanction the extension of the railway beyond Chorley. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 May 1837) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting to be held on Monday, 22nd. May 1837. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 May 1837) 

Royal assent given to the Manchester and Leeds Railway, the Bolton and Preston Railway and the Preston 

and Wyre Dock bills. (Manchester Guardian, 10 May 1837) 

A conference has taken place in Liverpool between the Bolton and Preston and North Union railways 

ending without agreement […] the notion of two railway bridges across the Ribble only a few hundred 

yards from each other seems idiomatic. (Manchester Guardian, 24 May 1837) 

June 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the construction of the railway; Contract No.1. from 

the Highlander Inn, Junction Street, Manchester, to the south west side of the occupation road to Great 

Nuthurst, Moston; Contract No.2. from contract No.1, to Bawtry Lane, Tonge. (Manchester Guardian, 10 

June 1837)  

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting is to be held on 29th. June 1837. (Manchester Guardian, 

17 June 1837) 

Evidence on the Bolton and Preston Railway concluded with a report to Lord Stanley in favour of the 

measure. Strong objections were made to that portion of the road from Chorley to Preston on account of 

its expense and running parallel to the North Union Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 28 June 1837) 
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July 
Workmen are now employed in constructing the arch over Irwell Street, Salford, to connect that part of 

the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway in Ordsall Lane with the intended station in New Bailey Street. In 

the meanwhile, and until the arch is completed, the road from Stanley Street through Irwell Street to 

Chapel Street is stopped. (Manchester Guardian, 5 July 1837) 

Report that C E Cawley, whilst marking out the line of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, was obstructed 

by James Leigh. (Manchester Guardian, 5 July 1837) 

Report of an agreement between the Bolton and Preston Railway and the North Union Railway for the use 

of the railway between Chorley and Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 19 July 1837) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for contract No.3, from Bawtry Lane, Tonge, to Richard 

Street, Rochdale; contract No.4, for the viaduct from Saint George’s Street to Junction Street, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 July 1837) 

August 
For some time past Mr Bushell, engineer, has been engaged in surveying the lands between Preston and 

Lytham with a view for a railway between the two places and also for a junction with the projected Wyre 

railway. (Manchester Guardian, 9 August 1837) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway will be held on Thursday, 14th. September 

1837. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1837) 

The cuttings on this important and extensive line of rails have been commenced, by the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway, at two points in the country between Manchester and Oldham – namely, opposite the 

Three Crowns Inn, Newton Heath, and in the valley at Moston Mill, where workmen are engaged in laying 

the foundations of a tunnel for the small river Irk. In the ground east of Moston Mill, the loose soft nature 

of the soil admits rapid cutting. The road from Saint George’s Fields, Manchester, to that part of the line 

nearest to Oldham (Bawtry Lane, Chadderton); will be completed in a comparatively short time. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 August 1837) 

September 
Report of the method of operating the Preston and Longridge Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 13 

September 1837) 

The meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on 14th. September 1837. The directors’ report 

stated that four contracts embracing a distance of 11¼ miles have been let and are in active operation […] 

the directors have every reason to believe that they shall be able to open the line to Rochdale by May 

1839. (Manchester Guardian, 16 September 1837) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the supply of wrought iron rails. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 September 1837) 

Report of the Preston and Longridge Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 23 September 1837) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway re-advertise contract No.4, the viaduct from Saint George’s Street to 

Junction Street, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 27 September 1837) 

October 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the Rochdale contract from Richard Street to Belfield 

Hall; the Littleborough contract from Belfield Hall to Summit tunnel entrance; the Horbury contract from 

Healey Low Mill to Thornes Lane, Wakefield; the Wakefield contract from Thornes Lane to Park Hill 

Gardens, Wakefield. (Manchester Guardian, 4 October 1837) 
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November 
The half yearly meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway and Harbour Company was held on Wednesday, 

25th. October 1837. It was resolved that the directors be requested to investigate the comparative situation 

of the Railway Company and the Dock Company with a view to join the interests of the two companies 

and if found advisable, that a special general meeting be called in February 1838 to decide. Plans for the 

wharf and terminus have been approved; tenders will be advertised as well as the completion of the 

embankment, the portion of the latter which has been done by the company having fully answered the 

engineers anticipations; the remainder of the works to Preston will be proceeded with as quickly as funds 

will admit of. (Manchester Guardian, 1 November 1837) 

December 
Flaviell & Sons are the contractors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway Horbury contract of about five 

miles. William Billington has taken the Wakefield contract of about one mile, including the spacious arch 

over Kirkgate. (Manchester Guardian, 6 December 1837) 

An engine and a carriage passed over about six miles of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway from 

Manchester towards Bolton on Friday last, 15th. December 1837, with party of the directors, the object 

being to try the engines and carriages over the rails, parts of which are laid on (Kyanized) timber; and part 

on stone. The result was satisfactory, as far as it went. A decided preference was manifested in favour of 

the part laid on timber, for softness of sound, and smoothness of motion, over that laid on stone, where 

both sound and motion were, in some degree, more rigid, but not to the extent found in rails laid on stone 

sleepers in the ordinary way. On this railway the rails are laid so as to maintain in uniform bearing, their 

whole length being on a continuous bed of stone or timber, to which they are laid in both instances, firmly 

secured. The engines at present on the line were made by Edmund Bury, and are fine specimens of 

workmanship. The carriages are somewhat similar to the first class carriages on the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway as regards the body; but the underframe differs, being fitted with Bergin’s patent spiral 

spring buffers at each corner, and have, in addition, a spiral spring at each end, for drawing, so that, when 

the carriages are put into motion and brought to a rest, all unpleasant jerking and jolting are thereby 

obviated. In a short time, it is expected, an engine will be able to pass over the whole length of the line; 

after that has been accomplished, it will not be long, should the weather prove favourable, before this 

railway will be opened for passenger traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 20 December 1837) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway are about to form a branch railway to Oldham. Surveys and levels are 

taking place at several points on the westerly side of the town with a view of selecting the most favourable 

line. (Manchester Guardian, 23 December 1837) 
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1838. 
January  

Notice of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting to be held on Wednesday, 31st. January 1838. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 January 1838) 

February 
Report of a public meeting at Halifax on 30th. January 1838 to confer with the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway on the subject of the proposed branch railway to the town. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 

1838) 

Report of a Sheriffs inquiry to assess land near Saint George’s church, Manchester, the property of Henry 

Taylor, recorder of Pontefract, required by the Manchester and Leeds Railway for their terminus and 

station. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 1838) (A long report on 7th. February, 1838 was unreadable)  

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 14th. February 1838 to 

authorise the company to take steps to apply for an act to make branch railways to Oldham and Halifax. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 February 1838) 

March 
The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 15th. March 1838. 

George Stephenson, the engineer, reported that the line, when built, would take almost all the traffic 

between Lancashire and Hull “as soon as a convenient junction is formed with the Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway.” (Manchester Guardian, 17 March 1838) 

Report of a planned diversion of the line of the Bolton and Preston Railway to a terminus at Freckleton, 

instead of Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 21 March 1838) 

Report of a sheriff’s inquiry to assess compensation on land required by the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

at Littleborough, Walsden and Todmorden. (Manchester Guardian, 21 March 1838) 

April 
A meeting was held at Elland on Friday, 6th. April 1838 to request the Manchester and Leeds Railway to 

build a passenger and goods station and that the branches to Halifax and Huddersfield start at Elland. 

(Manchester Guardian, 11 April 1838) 

Report of a railway planned from Liverpool to Southport and Preston. Surveys have been made between 

Liverpool and Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 16 April 1838) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the Gauxholme viaduct, about 320 yards; the Sowerby 

Bridge contract, including a tunnel, 1¼ miles; the Copley contract, about 2 miles; the Cooper Bridge 

contract, about 2 miles 22 chains; the Mirfield contract, 2 miles 7 chains; the Thornhill contract, 2 miles 48½ 

chains. (Manchester Guardian, 21 April 1838) 

May 
Notice of Bolton and Preston Railway special meeting to be held on 24th. May 1838. (Manchester Guardian, 

2 May 1838) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the Todmorden contract, from Clough Mill to the 

Todmorden—Burnley road, 1 mile 22 chains, excluding the length of Gauxholme viaduct; the Millwood 

contract, from the Todmorden contract to Castle Clough Mill, 62 chains. (Manchester Guardian, 2 May 

1838) 

Report of a sheriff’s inquiry to assess the value of property near Wakefield required by the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1838) 
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Report of the Preston and Longridge Railway meeting and the progress of the preparations to build the 

railway. (Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1838) 

On Wednesday last, 9th May 1838 an experimental trip was made on the Manchester Bolton and Bury 

Railway. James Brancker, Mr Hawkshaw, Mr Ritson and other directors set out from the Manchester end of 

the line, with the engine Bolton and one carriage, in the morning; and made a survey of the road. On 

arriving at Bolton, they were joined by William Ward, John Howarth and William Latham, who started with 

them in the train back again, at nine minutes past two o’clock, and arrived in Manchester at thirty three 

minutes past, having stopped three minutes on the road to set down a gentleman at Kearsley Hall, thus 

completing the journey, about nine and a half miles, in twenty one minutes; it can be performed much 

sooner; but, this trip being only  to try the road, the engine was not put to its full speed. The engine, 

without any attendant carriage, went the same length in fifteen minutes the same morning. The gentlemen 

expressed their great pleasure with the trip, as the carriages run much more smoothly than on any other 

railway in this neighbourhood […]. It is intended to open the line for public accommodation on the 29th. 

instant. (Manchester Guardian, 15 May 1838) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce the opening of the railway on Tuesday, 29th. May 1838. 

Fares from Manchester to Bolton 1st class coach, 2s 6d; 2nd class coach 2s 0d. Children under seven half 

price. Trains will leave New Bailey Street station at 7.00am; 8.30am; 9.30am; 12 noon; 3.00pm; 5.00pm; 

7.00pm. Sunday at 8.00am and 6.00pm. Trains leave Bolton at the same times except Sunday, 9.00am and 

7.00pm. Regulations; The doors of the booking office will be closed precisely at the time appointed for 

starting, after which no passenger can be admitted. Booking; there will be no booking place, except at the 

company’s offices, at the respective stations in Manchester and Bolton. Luggage; Each passengers’ luggage 

will be paced on the roof of the coach in which he has taken his place; carpet bags and small luggage may be 

placed under the seat. No charge for luggage belonging to the passenger under 70lbs in weight; above that, a 

charge will be made of one half penny per pound for the whole distance. 

Conductors, Guards, and Porters; every train is provided with a guard and a conductor who is responsible for 

the order and regularity of the journey. The company’s porters will load and unload luggage and put it into or 

upon any omnibus or other carriage at the stations. No fees or gratuities allowed to conductors, guards, 

porters, or other persons in the service of the company. No smoking allowed either in the carriages or 

stations. (Manchester Guardian, 19 May    1838) 

On Thursday last 24th May 1838 the line of railway between Manchester and Bolton was formally opened, 

by the passage of two trains conveying a number of shareholders and their friends from Manchester to 

Bolton and back. The first of these trains consisted of five 1st class carriages drawn by the Victoria engine; 

the second train consisted of one 1st class and four 2nd class carriages, drawn by the Fairfield engine. The 

carriages contained about a hundred gentlemen, the greater part of whom were shareholders from Liverpool, 

with the engineer and other principal servants of the company. The time fixed for the departure of the trains 

was 11.00am; but the first train moved off from the station in New Bailey Street exactly at two minutes 

before eleven;  and, after a very pleasant and steady trip, without a moment’s check arrived at the Bolton 

station at twenty four and a half minutes past eleven;  […]  

The second train moved off from New Bailey Street station a few minutes after the first; but met with a 

trifling interruption, in consequence of one or two axles of the carriages having heated with the motion. A 

very short delay, however, put all to rights, and the train arrived at Bolton at a quarter before twelve o’clock. 

After inspecting the offices and other works at the Bolton end of the line, the part re-entered the carriages, 

which, on the return, were all drawn by the Victoria engine; the intention being to proceed very slowly, in 

order to give the party a better opportunity of examining the works. For this purpose, the train made several 

stoppages, and the gentlemen descended from the carriages, and walked for short distances along the line, 

inspecting the bridges, the mode of laying the rails, and other portions of the work; all of which appeared to 

be very substantial and workmanlike […]. 

It is probably known to most of our readers, that the rails, instead of being laid (as on the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway and some other lines) upon detached stone or wooden sleepers, are laid upon 



1825 - 1839 

27 

continuous bearings, in some places of stone, but generally of Kyanized timber; the beams which form the 

bearings being connected, at short intervals, by cross pieces, so as to keep them at the proper distance from 

each other. This mode of laying the rails has a very firm and substantial appearance, and the motion of the 

carriages was very easy and pleasant. Amongst other points where the carriages stopped on their return, was 

the embankment across the valley at Clifton […] After a very pleasant journey the train arrived at the station 

in New Bailey Street at a quarter past two; and the company assembled were invited by the directors to 

partake of a cold collation at Ladyman’s Hotel, Bridge Street, where about ninety gentlemen sat down. 

(Manchester Guardian, 26 May 1838) 

On Monday last, 28th May 1838 the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was traversed several times both 

ways and many persons availed themselves of the liberal permission of the directors to make a trip. 

Yesterday, 29th May 1838 the line was opened to the public for regular transit of passengers and parcels. 

The first train at each end started at seven o’clock in the morning and consisted of three carriages. That 

from the Manchester terminus was drawn by the Victoria engine starting at two minutes after seven with 

not quite a score of passengers.  […] 

The rule of the road, at least of the rail road, is reversed on this line – a circumstance which caused some 

alarm to one of the passengers, who, after the train had gone half a mile put his head out of the carriage 

window, and called loudly to the guard, asking him if the train was not on the wrong line.  […] The trains 

take their right side rail.  […] This is contrary to the custom on the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway and 

other railways.  […]  

The train reached Bolton station at about twenty six minutes after seven.  […] There was a considerable 

concourse of people assembled on the high ground overlooking the line.  […] The passengers ascended a 

flight of stairs wholly unconnected with the booking office.  […] The first train from Bolton at 7.00am had 

but a few passengers. The second train from Bolton consisted of two 1st class and three 2nd class carriages, 

all of them glass coaches, as on the Grand Junction line. It left Bolton at twenty eight minutes before nine 

o’clock with fifty passengers. […] An accident occurred on the line on Monday evening.  […] as a result of 

indiscreet and careless conduct on the part of the individual who lost his life. It seems that a train had 

brought up a number of persons from Manchester and amongst them some joiners who had been working 

on the line. When, near Bolton, the train stopped for some purpose, and during the stoppage the deceased 

and some of his shop mates commenced hustling and jostling each other in fun. This play ended in the 

deceased, by some accident, being precipitated off the lurry on which the men were frolicking. He fell and 

died almost immediately. The manager of the Bolton end of the line promptly instituted an inquiry.  

The company’s present stock of engines and carriages is as follows; six engines are now on the line viz, 

Victoria, Fairfield, Manchester and Bolton made by Edward Bury, of Liverpool; Buck and Forrester, made by 

Forrester & Co. of Liverpool. Four more engines, making a total of ten, are in progress towards completion 

by William Fairbairn, of Manchester. The company have fifteen 1st class carriages, which are very beautiful 

and commodious vehicles, standing somewhat higher than those on the Liverpool and Manchester  line. We 

notice preparations making at the Agecroft Bridge station, for setting down passengers there, during the 

approaching Manchester races, when, if the fare should be a reasonable one several thousand persons will 

be likely to avail themselves  of the conveyance from both ends of the line, in preference to traversing the 

dusty roads to Kersal Moor. The company have twenty two carriages of the second class, which are as 

much closed carriages as those of the first class; the only distinction being in the absence of cushions, linings 

and embellishments. (Manchester Guardian, 30 May 1838) 

June 
The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce the timetable for the race traffic on the 6th to 9th June 

to Agecroft Bridge. Departing New Bailey Street 12.15pm then quarter hourly until 2.45pm. Returning from 

4.15pm then half hourly until the ground is cleared. Fares each way; Passengers in covered carriages, 9d; 

passengers in open carriages, 6d. (Manchester Guardian, 2 June 1838) 
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Improvements in Hunts Bank […] this road has been partially open for a fortnight past, was completed 

yesterday, Tuesday, 5th. June 1838 as far as Cateaton Street and Deansgate. (Manchester Guardian, 6 June 

1838) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway give notice of an extension of time for the Todmorden and Mill Wood 

contracts. (Manchester Guardian, 9 June 1838) 

Notice of the Manchester and Leeds Railway special meeting on 21st. June 1838. (Manchester Guardian, 9 

June 1843) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway trains, both ways, have been tolerably well filled ever since the 

opening. Every alternate train stops at three intermediate stations, namely Pendleton Bridge, Dixon Fold 

Bridge and Seddons Fold Bridge. We have received a statement of the total number of passengers carried 

during the first ten days from the opening of the line. 

Passenger statistics for the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway June 1838

Tuesday, 29th. 
May 

39 Sunday, 3rd. 
June 

391

Wednesday, 
30th. May 

249 Monday, 4th. 
June 

340

Thursday, 
31st. May 

333 Tuesday, 
5th. June 

537

Friday, 1st. 
June 

219 Wednesday, 
6th. June 

330

Saturday, 2nd. 
June 

408 Thursday, 
7th. June 

348

Being a total of 3,164 (sic) passengers in ten days.  

The proportion of passengers by second class to first class is upwards of two to one, probably nearly three 

to one […] During the race days several trains ran to a station at Agecroft Bridge, a trip of not more than 

six or seven minutes […] on Wednesday the numbers from Manchester were about 2,000 and those back 

in the evening about 1,600.   

On Thursday upwards of 3,000 were taken and 2,000 returned, the trains plying as late as 10.00pm. The 

numbers yesterday from Manchester were about 3,000 and a similar number returned. The number of 

passengers from Manchester would, it is supposed, have been at least 1,500 more yesterday if the company 

had been able to start a train every quarter of an hour […] but this they were prevented doing by the 

Manchester engine which was about to be attached to a train at Bolton, being thrown off the line about 12 

noon in consequence of the neglect of a man whose duty it was to move the “shunts” of the rails. The 

engine was so situated as to prevent any other engine passing it and it was three quarters of an hour before 

it was again got upon the line. (Manchester Guardian, 9 June 1838) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway give notice that on and after Monday, 11th. June 1838 the 

following will be the hours of departure. 

Trains leaving at 7.00am; 9.00am; 12 noon; 4.00pm; 6.00pm, will stop at stations at Pendleton Bridge, Dixon 

Fold Bridge  and Seddon’s Fold Bridge. Trains not stopping 8.00am; 10.00am; 2.30pm; 5.30pm; 7.00pm. On 

Sundays trains depart Manchester at 8.00am and 6.00pm and depart Bolton at 9.00am and 7.00pm.  

Fares from Manchester to Bolton and reverse; First class closed carriage, 2s 6d; Second class closed 

carriage, 2s 0d; Open carriages 1s 0d. (Manchester Guardian, 9 June 1838) 

We are informed that the cutting on the line of the Bolton and Preston Railway is proceeding with great 

spirit. The first contract, from Burn Naze to Weeton, eight miles, is now nearly completed with the 

exception of laying the permanent way. On the remaining portion of the contract which is incomplete there 

were upwards of 350 men and nearly 70 horses regularly at work. The other contract from Weeton to the 

entrance into Preston has been concluded with G Staunton who intends proceeding with the work in a few 
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days. A locomotive engine of superior power and construction was place upon one part of the railway on 

Thursday last which is to be employed in carrying ballast and soil between Poulton, Burn Naze and 

Fleetwood. (From Preston Observer) (Manchester Guardian, 9 June 1838) 

Report that no fewer than 15,000 passengers were carried on the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway to 

and from Agecroft Bridge during the four race days. 

The introduction, on Monday, 11th June 1838, of an open carriage in each train, at a lower rate of fare, has 

increased the number of passengers carried by 800 per day. (Manchester Guardian, 13 June 1838) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 21st. June 1838. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 June 1838) 

July 
Report of a sheriff’s inquiry to assess the amounts of compensation to be paid by the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway for land in Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 4 July 1838) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce a reduction in fares. First class closed coach, 2s 0d; 

Second class closed coach, 1s 6d; Open coach 1s 0d. (Manchester Guardian, 14 July 1838) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce that on and after Tuesday, 31st. July 1838 the 7.00am; 

9.00am; 12 noon; 4.00pm; and 5.00pm trains from Manchester and Bolton will stop to take up and set 

down passengers at the following stations, Lever Bridge, North End of Tunnel, Stone Clough and other 

stations on the line except that at Seddon’s Fold Bridge which is given up. (Manchester Guardian, 28 July 

1838) 

August 
In the report of the half yearly meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway held on Wednesday, 25th. 

July 1838 it was stated that a proposition had been received from the Manchester and Leeds Railway to 

consider the desirableness of a connecting railway of something less than two miles in length, to unite the 

two main lines in the immediate vicinity of Manchester; thus forming a continuous line of railway from 

Liverpool to Leeds or by the Selby Railway to Hull. The subject of this proposition is one of great 

importance and accordingly will receive the best consideration of the directors. (Manchester Guardian, 1 

August 1838) 

Report of an inquiry under the Sheriff of Yorkshire to assess land wanted by the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway in the Calder Valley. One of the claimants, Joshua Barnes Fielden, cousin of John Fielden, claimed 

from between £6,990 and £8,419 for land that the company intended to build a station at Todmorden. The 

company had estimated the value at between £1,580 and £2,798. The jury’s verdict was £3,800. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 August 1838) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the Winterbutlee contract, 2 miles 17 chains; the Elland 

contract, 2 miles 24 chains; the Rastrick contract, 2 miles 7 chains. (Manchester Guardian, 11 August 1838) 

The works connected with the Manchester and Leeds Railway are not seen by the traveller from Yorkshire 

until he reaches Littleborough at the foot of Blackstone Edge; there, a bridge of solid masonry in a state of 

considerable forwardness, and a long embankment, are visible, and at other points nearer Rochdale the 

works are vigorously prosecuted. (Manchester Guardian, 20 August 1838) 

September 
A trial of the first locomotive which has been placed on the Bolton and Preston Railway was made on 

Thursday, by Mr Staunton, the contractor, accompanied by a number of the most respectable inhabitants of 

the town and neighbourhood of Poulton. Every precaution was taken to prevent accident to the beholders; 

and the speed of the engine was at no time allowed to exceed 20 miles per hour. A number of gentlemen 

present, who have been much accustomed to railway travelling, expressed themselves exceedingly gratified 

with the surprising smoothness with which the engine glided along, and attributed it to the admirable 
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manner in which the permanent way had been laid. The distance over which the engine can now travel will 

speedily be increased, as there is a considerable length of line now ready for laying the permanent way. 

(Preston Pilot) (Manchester Guardian, 5 September 1838) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway terminus is in Lees Street near its junction with Oldham Road; whence 

the line proceeds on a viaduct of fifty eight arches, and about half a mile in length, at a height varying from 

sixteen to twenty eight feet, the arches being from thirty to forty feet span. St. George’s Street, Livesey 

Street and Cropper Street are respectively crossed by substantial bridges faced with stone, the arches forty 

two feet span. This viaduct is succeeded at its terminus, in Junction Street, by an embankment, of about 

fifteen feet in height, which extends past Collyhurst, and nearly to Moston, a distance of about two miles, 

and there it is suddenly increased to a height of about fifty feet, crossing Moston Brook; it subsequently falls 

into an exceedingly heavy cutting called Moston cutting. This cutting extends to a length of about two miles, 

and may be said to be the heaviest work between Manchester and Rochdale […].  

The heaviest embankment will occur, in the crossing the river Irk, near a place called Mills Hill. Here a long 

double culvert is carried over the river a height, the rails above the water, of sixty five feet. The Rochdale 

Canal is next crossed, for the first time, by a cast iron trussed-beam bridge, with an arch of seventy five 

feet span; the rails being about twenty feet above the surface of the water. Near Slattocks, the canal is 

crossed a second time by a substantial skew bridge of brick, with stone facing; the angle of the skew being 

thirty degrees and the span forty feet on the square.  

At Slattocks, the railway is to pass under the Rochdale turnpike road, which will be raised about twenty five 

feet, and carried over the railway by a solid bridge of three arches of thirty feet span; the bridge will be of 

brick, with stone facing. Thence the railway continues to the Heywood branch canal, which, at that point, is 

at present carried along an embankment; the railway will cross it by a cast iron trussed-beam bridge […]. 

The railway passes over Oldham Road, Rochdale, near the Rochdale Canal Company’s station, on a viaduct 

of sixteen arches, at a height of about fifteen or sixteen feet […]. The railway (approaches) Littleborough 

on an embankment, varying from twenty five to thirty feet in height, and passes through Littleborough on a 

viaduct of six arches […] on its approach to the summit tunnel (the railway) is carried along by a cutting of 

nearly 100 feet at its greatest depth […].  

The summit tunnel will be the heaviest piece of work on the whole line. It will be about 1½ miles in length 

[…]. To construct this tunnel, eleven shafts are to be sunk at different distances, of about ten feet in 

diameter, and the longest of them about 100 yards in depth […]. At one point the tunnel is at a depth of 

about 380 feet […] between three and four thousand men are at work at the present time. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 September 1838) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the Charlestown contract, 2 miles 20 chains; the 

Mytholmroyd contract, 1 mile 10 chains; the Luddenden contract, 1 mile 63 chains. The Rastrick contract 

has been extended in time. (Manchester Guardian, 15 September 1838) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Monday, 17th. September 1838. It 

was reported that arrangements are in progress, in concert with the directors of the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway, for forming a junction as adverted to in the last report of that company. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 September 1838; Herapath, October 1838)  

Letter extract. “At the close of the proceedings of the meeting of proprietors in September 1838 I made a 

communication to Mr Stephenson respecting a new extension line and terminus at Hunt’s Bank.” John Macfarlane, 

Manchester. 28th September 1840. (Manchester Guardian, 30 September 1840) 

October 
Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway – stone bearings versus wooden, 2½ miles laid on continuous stone 

blocks and 7½ miles on continuous sleepers. The former is said to be a failure and it is expected must all 

be taken up, as a friend who has lately been over it assures us. This is the stone line that George 

Stephenson mentioned at the Newcastle meeting, as having proved the inefficiency of continuous stone 

bearings. The friend alluded to, who is seeking information, informs us, he was particularly struck with the 
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difference in the two roads, and the superiority, in noiseless smoothness, of the wooden bearings. He 

describes the upper works as formed with transoms on which the longitudinals are laid. The former being 

mortised or notched into the latter. On the longitudinals are laid the rails; the bolts or screws fastening 

them down go in diagonal directions, all inclining to the middle of the rail, but obliquely towards its 

extremity, some running towards one end and others towards the opposite. Before this line was opened, 

the coach passengers amounted to 420 per day. Within four weeks, the line took 114,286 passengers. 

(Herapath, October 1838) 

John Hawkshaw’s report to the GWR states that the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway rails are 53 lbs 

per yard on continuous wooden bearings with stone for a short distance on curves. (Political Tracts. Ref. 

P1176 Manchester Public Library) 

Report of a sheriff’s inquiry into the amount to be paid by the Manchester and Leeds Railway for land at 

Todmorden. (Manchester Guardian, 10 October 1838) 

[In August 1838 Samuel Brooks, Manchester and Leeds Railway vice-chairman, and prominent banker, 

purchased the Hunts Bank site and presented it to the company. (Engineer, 12 October 1894)] 

The North Union Railway was opened throughout on Monday, 22nd. October 1838 when the directors left 

Parkside at 8.00am by a train hauled by engine No.2 built by Jones, Turner and Evans, of Viaduct Foundry, 

Newton. The journey of twenty two and a half miles took forty five minutes. Engine N.5, built by Hick, of 

Bolton, together with No.2 arrived back at Parkside at 1.20pm. (Manchester Guardian, 24 October 1838) 

The railway was opened to the public on Wednesday, 31st. October 1838, together with a branch to New 

Springs, Haigh and Aspull. 

November 
The Bolton and Preston Railway invite tenders for contract No.1, from Trinity Street, Bolton to Heaton, 

about three miles. (Manchester Guardian, 3 November 1838) 

Notices by the Manchester and Leeds Railway, the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, and the Manchester 

Bolton and Bury Railway for applications to Parliament for bills to extend the respective railways to Hunts 

Bank. (Manchester Guardian, 14 November 1838) 

Notice by the Manchester and Leeds Railway to Parliament for a bill for a branch railway to Oldham. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 November 1838) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce that on and after 1st. December 1838 trains will depart 

from Manchester and Bolton; not stopping at 7.00am; 9.00am; 11.00am; 4.00pm; 6.00pm. Stopping at 

8.00am; 10.00am; 1.30pm; 5.00pm; 7.00pm at Pendleton Bridge, Dixon Fold, Stone Clough and Moses Gate 

stations. The station at North End of Tunnel will be given up. Fares each way; By first class coach 2s 6d; by 

second class coach 1s 6d. The company will commence carrying goods on and from Monday, 10th. 

December 1838. (Manchester Guardian, 21 November 1838) 

December 
Short report of a meeting held in Bradford on Monday, 3rd. December 1838 whose object was to fix a 

“station where the inhabitants of Bradford might communicate with the Manchester and Leeds Railway”. 

Brighouse being the place decided upon. (Manchester Guardian, 12 December 1838)
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1839  
January 

The trustees of the late Mrs Dorothy Clowes and the reverend Thomas Clowes to Samuel Brooks Esq. 

Lease of a plot of land situate at Hunt’s Bank in the parish of Manchester for the term of 999 years subject 

to a yearly rent of £734-10- 0d. 

This indenture made the first day of January in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty 

nine years between Samuel Peploe, Reverend John Clowes, Edward Lloyd, Reverend William Fox the 

present trustees under and acting in execution of the trusts contained in the last will and testament of 

Dorothy Clowes aforesaid widow deceased of the first part Reverend Thomas Clowes of the second part 

and Samuel Brooks of the third part 

Notice of a special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway to be held on Thursday, 17th. January 

1838. (Manchester Guardian, 9 January 1839) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 17th. January 1839 at the 

company’s offices at Hunts Bank. The new offices are established in the mansion formerly occupied by Miss 

Clowes, subsequently by Messrs. Jackson and Rushforth, and by the late Mr Harrison and Mr Edward 

Morris. It is situated on rising ground to the north east of Hunts Bank, behind the Flying Horse Inn, and at 

the foot of the Workhouse garden; we understand this is to be the company’s Manchester station, when 

their extension line in this town is obtained and constructed. The first floor apartments are fitted up as the 

secretary’s offices, the board room of the directors, waiting rooms, etc.; and on the second floor, two good 

rooms have been thrown into one, so as to make a spacious and commodious room for the general 

meetings of the proprietors. At the upper end of this room a permanent dais, or platform, has been 

constructed, for the chairman, the managing director, and the officers of the company; and on one side of 

this platform a sort of pew has been fitted up, for the accommodation of the reporters, with desk, hat pegs, 

etc. We mention this accommodation by way of a hint, as an example worthy of adoption by other public 

bodies. Upwards of fifty proprietors were present with Mr James Wood in the chair.  

Mr Heald read the report of the directors; first mention was given to the extension line which will leave 

this company’s main line near St George’s Road passing by the north easterly side of St Michaels church, 

and crossing the river Irk near Ducie Bridge, and terminating at these offices; to which point one of the 

companies (the Liverpool and Manchester  or the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railways) will make a 

junction, both of them having given the usual Parliamentary notices for affecting the same […] negotiations 

with the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway have been based upon the principle of its importance (the 

extension line) to them, as well as this company, and of their entire approval of the site which is adopted 

for the station. Also mentioned was a diversion of the river Calder to relieve the company of building two 

bridges, and the Halifax and Oldham branches which the shareholders have already sanctioned and the 

raising of capital consequent on the above. During the discussion which followed Mr Gooch, the company 

engineer, stated that “gradients of the extension are 1 in 62 for the greatest portion of the distance, and a 

short distance near the top, 1 in 47. The incline will be worked by a fixed engine and endless rope.” 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 January 1839. Railway Times, 26 January 1839) 

It was originally intended that the Manchester terminus of the Manchester and Leeds Railway should be on 

a plot of ground near St George’s church lying between St George’s Road and Oldham Road. If the powers 

to form the proposed extension line be obtained, this is still intended to be the Manchester station of the 

company for goods; and the offices, warehouse, and yards to be here constructed will, we understand, have 

entrances both from Oldham Road and St George’s Road. The company’s land extending from the one to 

the other. The proposed extension line is to commence at some distance to the north of this station viz; -- 

near Ryder’s Mill, a little to the north east of Collyhurst Lane; in which neighbourhood the stationary 

engine, for working of the trains along the incline will be placed. For nearly 500 yards up to the goods 

station, the original line and the extension line will run nearly parallel; the latter being a short distance to 

the north of the former, and both passing over land, the whole of which is the property of the company, 

having been purchased, eighteen months ago, for the station, and for engine and coke sheds. So far, the 
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extension line can be constructed without any further powers from Parliament; and its continuation, for 

power to make which the company have given notice of their intention to apply to Parliament early in the 

approaching session, is three quarters of a mile and 425 yards in length.  

The extension line, where it leaves the main line, is to commence on an embankment of about ten feet, 

which is gradually reduced till it reaches the surface of the ground, on which it continues through the 

greater part of the company’s land. On quitting this land, it crosses the north end of Cropper and Back 

Cropper Streets, and passes under St George’s Road (near Buckley Street), the road being raised probably 

five feet for this purpose. It then proceeds, nearly on the level, through or near the end of several small and 

ill-defined streets of cottages, lying to the north of St George’s Road. It will next pass on an embankment of 

a few feet, over some vacant land, nearly up to Bromley Street, which it crosses a little to the north of the 

Manchester Gas Works. Previously, however, to its reaching Bromley Street, the line is carried on arches, 

instead of an embankment, and is so continued to within a short distance of York Street; being a distance, 

on arches of 670 yards. These arches will, of course, vary, both in height and span, with the nature of the 

ground and the width of the streets to be passed over; the extreme height being 35 feet. And the average 

height about 28 feet.  

In this way, then, the line is to cross Bromley, Parker, Back Irk, and Irk Streets, Ashley Lane, near the burial 

ground, and Blakeley Street, till it reaches the river Irk, a little above Scotland Bridge. It crosses the river 

Irk twice, at a bend of the river, upon skew arches, at an elevation of about 35 feet, so as to leave ample 

passage for the river when flooded. The line will next cross Long Millgate, near to and on the south, or 

town, side of Scotland Bridge, and thence it will proceed close to the south side of the old town’s mill, and 

will again cross the Irk, at an elevation of about 35 feet, but nearly at right angles, and will thence proceed 

to York Street, beneath which it passes about 16 feet below the level of the street, a little above the 

entrance to the burial ground, near Ducie Bridge.  

Here it will take the line of the division wall between the burial ground and the premises of the Manchester 

Workhouse, and so arrive at the proposed station of the company in Hunt’s Bank, just below the garden of 

the workhouse, and near the confluence of the Irk and Irwell. This station will be about 23 feet above the 

level of Great Ducie Street, and will be situated a little eastward of that street. Some curiosity has been felt 

as to the gradients of this extension line. On its leaving the main line near Collyhurst Lane, it will descend, 

at an inclination of 1 in 47 to where it crosses St George’s Road. Thence to York Street, the descent is 

continued at an inclination of 1 in 62; and from that point to the terminus at Hunt’s Bank station; it will 

ascend at an inclination of 1 in 150. This ascent to the station will possess the advantages of enabling the 

trains arriving to ascend it solely by the impetus obtained by their descending the plane of 1 in 62, which 

will carry them up to the station, and gently stop them there, almost without needing the application of the 

brake; while the departing trains will descend this incline of themselves, without the aid of horse or other 

power, till they reach the endless rope at York Street, where they will be attached, and thence drawn to 

the junction of the extension line with the main line, near Collyhurst Lane. 

We understand that for the proposed extension of their respective lines so as to connect them with the 

proposed station of the Manchester and Leeds Railway extension line in Hunt’s Bank both the Liverpool 

and Manchester  and the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railways have given notice of the intention to apply 

to Parliament for powers, and have respectively lodged plans with the clerk of the peace […] the extension 

line (will) cross Great Ducie Street at a level  of about 23 feet above the street, and thence passing over 

the river Irwell at an elevation of 42 feet by a handsome bridge nearly at right angles. It then enters Salford, 

passing over Dawson Street, near the corner of Mr Harding’s mill, and a little to the south of the 

Greengate Unitarian Chapel, and will next pass over Greengate, about half way between Norton Street and 

Bell’s Gates, at an elevation of about 24 feet above the level of the street. Thence over Back Cross Street 

and Palmer Street to Gravel Lane over which it passes upon a skew bridge. It continues its course over 

Legendre, Bury, Union, Deal, Foundry, and Hardman Streets till it reaches Chapel Street which it will cross 

diagonally, on skew arches […].  

It then crosses Wilkinson, Johnson, Spaw, and New Bailey Streets, and thus it reaches the station of the 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway on the west side of New Bailey Street […]. Pursuing the line along the 
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Bolton railway for a distance little short of three quarters of a mile the point is reached, whence another 

extension is proposed to be taken, so as to effect a junction between the Bolton and the Liverpool and 

Manchester  lines. Leaving the former line, near Mr Jones’s timber yard, it will pass under Hope Street to 

near the point where Egerton Street crosses Liverpool Street, under both of which streets it will pass; and 

thence it will proceed in a curved direction, under Windsor Street, till it arrives at a point near to, and a 

little to the east, or town side of, Cross Lane bridge, where it joins the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 January 1839) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 26 January 1839) 

The annual general meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway was held on 23rd. January 1839. It was 

stated that the directors would require authority to go to Parliament preparatory to the formation of the 

junction line through Salford. This, it was to be understood, was merely a preliminary measure, and did not 

commit them to any further proceeding. A resolution giving the directors power to take preliminary steps 

was carried unanimously. (Manchester Guardian, 30 January 1839) 

February 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway advertise for the superintendence of the steam engine department. One 

of three alternatives would be considered.  

1st. To contract with competent parties to furnish the necessary power at a fixed price per passenger mile and 

per ton of goods per mile or per trip; the Company supplying either money for purchasing the engines and 

erecting suitable establishments for repairs or otherwise as may be agreed upon. 

2nd. To engage an individual who shall manage the locomotive department for the Company and direct all its 

mechanical operations.  

3rd. To contract with experienced parties already engaged in the locomotive engine business to keep the 

Company’s engines in the highest working conditions at a commission on the work performed by the 

engines; the Company provide the necessary workshops and tools or otherwise as may be agreed upon. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 February 1839) 

Report on the Mills Hill embankment on the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Railway Times, 9 February 

1839) 

Report of a sheriff’s inquiry to assess compensation to be paid by the Manchester and Leeds Railway to 

property owners in the Calder Valley. (Manchester Guardian, 13 February 1839; Railway Times, 16 

February 1839) 

Notice of the Manchester and Leeds Railway application to Parliament to alter line and levels of the railway 

in the Calder valley; for the railway to Hunt’s Bank and for an extension of time for the purchase of land on 

the south west side of Livesey Street, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 20 February 1839) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 23 February 1839) 

Notice of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway application to Parliament for the railway to Hunt’s Bank. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 February 1839) 

A meeting of Ley-payers of Manchester was held yesterday, Tuesday, 26th. February 1839 in the large room 

of the Town Hall, convened by the Churchwardens and Overseers of the township, in order “to take into 

consideration and to determine what measures the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor should adopt in 

relation to the notice given by the Manchester and Leeds Railway Company of their intention to apply to 

Parliament for an act for extending and for altering the line of the Manchester and Leeds Railway.” The 

Churchwardens and Overseers, in the advertisement convening the meeting, state that, “the schedule 

attached to the said notice, so far as respects the objects of this meeting, contains the following description of the 

property, which the railway company seek to have power to take, viz; ‘The Manchester Workhouse, with several 

yards, outbuildings, gardens, and land thereto belonging.’ ‘Burial ground and chapel, apparitor’s house, yard, and 
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outbuildings, lodge, and outbuilding.’ And the Churchwardens and Overseers feel the matter to be of such 

importance that they desire to have the sanction of the Leypayers to any proceedings which may be though 

expedient.” (There followed a long report of the discussion which also included James Wood and Robert 

Gill of the Manchester and Leeds Railway) (Manchester Guardian, 27 February 1839) 

March 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway are now applying to extend the line of their railway and make a station 

at a place near Hunt’s Bank, Manchester. The station is intended to be placed upon the site of two houses 

and gardens formerly belonging to Mr Clowes and as the property was on the market one of the railway 

directors purchased the property for himself – but immediately afterwards he offered it to the directors 

who have come to an understanding with him to take the property off his hands provided the company get 

their bill paper this present session. (? 12 March 1839) 

The other day we inspected a new railway carriage, of what is usually called the third class, having neither 

roof nor enclosed sides, which is destined for the Manchester and Leeds Railway. It is 17 feet 10½ inches in 

length, and 7 feet 11½ inches in width. The form of the carriage is not so square as those hitherto used, 

but more nearly resembling the form of a long boat, with the stem and stern cut off and made square. A 

bench seat extends the whole length of the carriage on each side and down the middle is another broad 

bench, twenty seven and a half inches in width, divided in the middle by an open rail or back of wood, rising 

to a height of fourteen inches from the seat, so as to form two benches, on which the passengers sit back 

to back. Allowing fourteen inches to each passenger, the carriage would seat about sixty persons. Ascent is 

had by two broad iron foot-plates, at each corner of the carriage, so that there are four doors, affording 

ready ingress and egress. An iron rail extends along the sides of the carriage, so as to prevent anything 

from falling over. The exterior of the carriage is painted olive green, and is formed into panels. The whole 

has a neat appearance, and is capable of accommodating a greater number of passengers than any carriage 

we have seen, of equal dimensions. (Manchester Guardian, 20 March 1839; Railway Times, 30 March 1839) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Monday, 18th. March 1839. The 

chairman protested about the re-action of the Ley-payers of Manchester in respect of the extension to 

Hunts Bank disturbing the bodies in the burial ground; he stated that there was no similar outcry when a 

road was passed over the same area. He went on to stress the importance of the connecting line with the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway. The engineers report, compiled by George Stephenson and Thomas 

Gooch, stated that Robert Stephenson had been assisting in finding the necessary places and plans for the 

engine houses, workshops, watering places, and other offices connected with that department. It was stated 

that almost certainly the section of the line from Manchester to Littleborough would be opened by May. 

Half the permanent way had been laid on that section, and the line would be finished to within 180 yards of 

the tunnel. The Roach brook, which is taken over the railway at that point, could be used for watering 

facilities for engines. (Manchester Guardian, 20 March 1839; Railway Times, 23 March 1839) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway engineers report. (Railway Times, 30 March 1839. 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of the Manchester station and that at 

Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 30 March 1839) 

April 
Report of the projected Halifax branch railway by the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Railway Times, 13 

April 1839) 

May 
Evans and Coupland have relinquished the Summit tunnel contract and the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

have appointed John Stephenson as their successors. (Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1839)  

On Friday last, 26th. April 1839 the first locomotive engine was brought upon the Rochdale station. 

Between Rochdale and Littleborough the railway is in such a state of forwardness that an engine may pass. 

(Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1839; Railway Times, 11 May1839) 
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Report of a special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Railway Times, 4 May 1839) 

A meeting of the Ley-payers of Manchester was held at the Town Hall on 9th. May 1839 having been called 

by the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor, for the purpose of reporting the proceedings they had 

taken in furtherance of the object of the Ley-payers expressed in the resolutions of the public meeting held 

on 26th. February last, with reference to the projected extension of the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

across the parish burial ground, and through the Manchester poor-house land and buildings, and the fact of 

the entirety of both these public establishments being included in the schedule to the bill now before 

Parliament for authorising the execution of the project, and for the purpose of obtaining the opinion of the 

Leypayers for their further government in this affair. It was resolved, that, as it now appears by the report 

of the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor, that the railway company have announced, to the 

committee of the House of Commons sitting on the bill, that they intend only to take a very small portion 

of the burial ground at the corner next to the poor house land, and also a very small quantity of the poor 

house land at the corner next adjoining to the burial ground; and that, with regard to the burial ground, 

they mean to traverse it on the surface, or nearly so, and they will not disturb any of the bodies interred 

there; and it also appears that the committee, acting on the impression that the resolutions of the meeting 

of 26th. February were passed under the apprehension that bodies were to be disturbed, had decided that 

the opposition of the Churchwardens and the Overseers of the Poor was not sufficient to throw out the 

bill on the preamble, that the objection to the interference with the burial ground which is altogether 

unnecessary, is not removed by the course now pursued by the railway company; that this meeting entirely 

disapprove of any invasion of that consecrated ground, and confirms the resolutions of 26th. February 1839. 

(Long report of the meeting) (Manchester Guardian, 11 May 1839) 

Manchester Races. The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce that railway carriages will leave 

the New Bailey Street station for Agecroft Bridge at 11.15am and will continue to be despatched every 

quarter of an hour until 3.00pm. Trains will commence returning from Agecroft Bridge to Manchester each 

day at 6.00pm in the evening. Fares; by first class carriages 9d each; by open carriages 6d each. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 May 1839) 

The directors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway accompanied by their engineer, Mr Gooch, inspected 

the works of the line between Manchester and Todmorden, on Friday, 21st. May 1839, proceeding by the 

Stanley engine, from Rochdale to the summit tunnel; this part of the line being already complete, although 

the time contracted for has not yet expired. The performance of this engine gave great satisfaction; and the 

novelty of the appearance in this neighbourhood caused a large assemblage of the inhabitants, who received 

the party with most hearty cheers. (Manchester Guardian, 22 May 1839) 

Progress report of the Bolton and Preston Railway, rails have been laid as far as Dean Clough. (Railway 

Times, 25 May 1839) 

June 
Report of the Manchester and Leeds Railway bill now before Parliament. (Railway Times, 1 June 1839) 

Such is the extreme forwardness of the works on the Manchester and Leeds Railway, that a large station 

house is nearly finished at Mills Hill […]. In a few weeks the rustic villagers of that place will witness 

considerable bustle and commotion in the arrival and departure of passengers. On Friday last, 17th May 

1839 the first locomotive night engine travelled on the line between Littleborough and Rochdale. (Railway 

Times, 1 June 1839) 

Yesterday we were favoured with an invitation from the directors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway to 

accompany them in a train from their station, St George’s Street, Oldham Road; in this town, to the 

entrance to the summit tunnel, about ¼ mile beyond Littleborough, a distance of about sixteen miles from 

Manchester. We believe that the directors in their first, or at least one of their reports to the shareholders 

generally, promised that this portion of the line should be complete in May 1839. Yesterday morning we 

proceeded to the station, St George’s Street, where the railway presents the appearance of a stupendous 

viaduct half a mile in length consisting of 59 arches varying from 16 feet to 28 feet in height, and from 30 

feet to 40 feet in span. Beyond the piece of unbuilt ground, which will hereafter be occupied by the 



1825 - 1839 

37 

company’s erections, are seen on every side the tall chimneys and large piles of buildings which will speedily 

indicate to the stranger that he is in the metropolis of the cotton manufacturers.  

The various works going forward at this station, the arches being continued to Lees Street all show that 

due regard is had to facilitating and expediting labour. Bricks are made in a croft adjoining the line; kilned 

on the spot, and conducted thence to the place where they are wanted on the line, a distance of four to 

five hundred yards, on an inclined rail or tramway, so that they descend without the application of any 

locomotive power. The timber is sawn for the wooden sleepers close by; and between the brick croft and 

the erections, a horse gin is employed in mixing the mortar. The rails laid down are, we believe about 60 

lbs to the yard; they are of unusual form being what are termed straight rails, having only one flange, and 

are laid with that flange upwards, thus T. They are laid to such a width that, in the event of the extension 

lines uniting the Leeds and the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway at Hunts Bank station, the same engines, 

carriages, or wagons may proceed forward.  

The railway will have a double line of rails, with a space of six feet between the up and down line. At St 

George’s Street station, there are to be six or more lines, exclusive of sidings; but at present only the two 

main lines are laid there […]. The company have ten engines ready for action, of which we saw two. The 

one which drew the train yesterday was named Stephenson. The boiler is what is called diamond shaped, 

somewhat resembling a pyramid, with a conical apex. This engine is rated at 80 horse power and is one of 

Stephenson and Company’s powerful six wheeled coupled engine. 

For some time before ten o’clock, the time fixed for starting, considerable bustle prevailed on the line. A 

number of flags were hoisted from the parapets of the bridge across St George’s Street; a cross beam over 

the line was also decorated with large boughs of “royal oak”. And a number of silk flags, the royal standard, 

the British ensign, union jack, etc. One flag staff was supported by two barrels of beer, from which the 

workmen and labourers on the line would doubtless regale themselves after the departure of the train. A 

number of directors, proprietors, and other gentlemen invited, having assembled, the carriage were 

brought up to the station. 

The first class carriages are very similar to those used on the Grand Junction Railway, they are not named 

but numbered 101 upwards; the second class is numbered from 51 to 100; the third class is numbered from 

1 to 50. The first class are painted light yellow picked out with black, on the central panels are the shield of 

Manchester and Leeds and on the outer panels are the coat of arms of Liverpool and Hull. Both first and 

second class carriages have footboards along the length of the carriage on each side, much facilitating ticket 

collection.  

The second class are similar to the first with an elliptical opening, not glazed, in the central panel of each 

body. Unlike other railways they are divided into three compartments. Ten carriages were a combination of 

first and second class, the first being in the centre. The third class carriage was quite open and devoid of 

seats, entrances were at each corner and the interior divided into four by a rail. The directors’ idea in 

providing third class was to allow the poorer classes the opportunity of travel at a cheaper rate than before 

employed. The company had twelve first class on order; four each from Melling & Son. Beeston, and Carr; 

fifty second and seven third class all from Melling; also there were ten locomotives on order from 

Stephenson’s. 

There being a part of the line where a bridge that had sunk a little was being partially taken down and 

rebuilt and the permanent rails not being laid the directors determined to traverse this portion of the line, 

about 72 chains, on foot, and then proceed by locomotive power from a place called Thorp’s Bridge  […]. 

The company, to the number of nearly sixty, seated themselves in two second class carriages, Nos. 64 and 

65, each of which was drawn by two horses; and at ten minutes before eleven o’clock they started from the 

station amidst the cheers of the workmen on the line, echoed by the shouts of the crowds below […]. The 

first carriage was under the direction of Captain Laws, late of Woolwich, who, we believe, is to have the 

superintendence of the Manchester station of this railway […]. The first object of attention connected with 

the company’s erections, after regarding the viaduct itself, was a large circular building, adjoining the 

western side of the line, near where the intended extension to Hunts Bank is to commence. This building is 

to be the engine house; it is of spacious dimensions, in course of erection by Messrs. Bowden and Edwards 
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[…]. At Bow Green, in the Moston cutting  […] the double line of rails reaches from the Manchester 

station to this place, where (the workmen) were busily engaged in laying the second line onwards. The 

railway is carried by a brick bridge of three arches, over Broad Lane, a road leading from Oldham Road to 

Harpurhey. Here the rails (which near the Manchester end are laid on sleepers) are placed on large square 

blocks of stone. From the next place, Thorp’s Bridge, the passengers got out, and walked over that part of 

the line, already adverted to, passing the vitriol works of Hannibal Becker […]. At this place the line is 

carried over two small railways extending from the works to some coal pits […].  

The pedestrian portion of the excursion terminated at a place called Lane End, or Kay’s Lane End, where a 

road crosses the line between Oldham and Middleton. Near this point, the branch to Oldham will 

commence […] between it and the railway glides the Rochdale Canal. Here the passengers waited a short 

time for the arrival of the engine, which reached Lane End from the Rochdale station at twelve o’clock 

bringing besides its tender one second class carriage, No.63, and one third class one […] seventeen 

minutes after twelve o’clock the train started from Lane End amid the cheers of the multitude and the 

screams of the steam whistle.  

The guards wearing glazed hats with the title of the company surmounting the arms of Manchester and 

Leeds, crimson coats with company buttons and drab trousers having taken their seats on the roof. At Mills 

Hill, the only station between Manchester and Rochdale was passed. At the north end of the Mills Hill 

embankment the Rochdale Canal is crossed, for the first time, by a cast iron trussed beam bridge. Rochdale 

was reached at 12.35pm. A viaduct of sixteen arches carries the railway over the Rochdale arm of the canal 

and past a large flour mill belonging to Mr Hoyle. A temporary wooden shed serves as the station whilst 

“several substantial brick edifices fast rising show that preparation are being made for the greater comfort and 

accommodation of the passengers”.

When the party left the train it ran forward to a road bridge where the Rochdale Police fire engines were 

waiting to pump water from a roadside brook for the engine, there being no watering facilities yet available. 

A supply of coke was also taken. At 12.56pm the train left for Littleborough arriving at 1.04pm where the 

station was being built and at Summit at 1.08pm. An inspection of the tunnel was followed by a substantial 

meal before departing at 3.00pm and from Rochdale at 3.41pm, Lane End at 4.06pm finally arriving at 

Thorp’s Bridge at 5.10pm. At Thorp’s Bridge the party, having been drawn some distance by horses, was 

stopped by the engine Lancaster which had been despatched by Messrs. Sharp Roberts for the purpose of 

bringing the company back to the Manchester station. However, in a lane leading from Newton Heath to 

the railway, one of the wheels of this engine got into a hole or ditch; and this led to some delay, so that the 

steam was not up when the train reached the spot, nor could the carriages pass the engine. Some of the 

directors stayed, others quitted the train and returned to Manchester by foot.  

We understand that the directors expect to have the line open for locomotive power – though not for the 

conveyance of passengers, as there is much work to be done in stations, sidings, and turnplates, etc., and 

supplies of water and coke – in a fortnight or three weeks, but it will probably be opened for passengers 

early in July. We believe an efficient police is to be appointed for this portion of the line. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 June 1839) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway invite tenders for No. 2 contract (Blackrod) from No. 1 contract to Bolton 

Lane, Heath Charnock, about 6 miles 27 chains. (Manchester Guardian, 5 June 1839) 

Report of an accident on the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway on Monday, 10th. June 1839 when the 

new engine, Woolton, overturned near Halshaw Moor tunnel, killing the fireman. The train, from Bolton to 

Manchester, consisted of two first class, two second class carriages, and a goods wagon. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 June 1839) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway extension bill was passed by the Lords Committee on Wednesday, 12th. 

June 1839 […]. The only result of the ridiculous opposition got up against it by the Churchwardens will be 

a swinging bill of cost, which the inhabitants of the town will be called upon to pay […]. So trivial did the 

opposition of the Churchwardens appear to the members of both houses of parliament, that, after a very 

short hearing the committee of the common’s decided unanimously against them; and in the committee of 
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the lords the consideration of the bill would have lasted one day, if the opponents had not contrived to 

protract the proceedings by not having their witnesses sworn when they were wanted. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 June 1839) 

Report of the resumed inquest into the accident on the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway on 10th. June 

1839. (Manchester Guardian, 15 June 1839; Railway Times, 22 June 1839) 

 [An investigation following the accident near Halshaw Moor station on 10th June 1839] found the tongue of 

the shunt [the moveable piece of iron, about a yard in length, which effects the shifting a guiding of a train 

from the sidings to the regular line, and vice versa] was locked in such a position as to render it impossible 

that it could move […] after the accident the tongue of the shunt was found loose […] a bolt near its 

centre having been broken. (Railway Times, 15 June 1839) 

Report of the progress of the Bolton and Preston Railway. (Railway Times, 15 June 1839) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway appendices. (Railway Times, 15 June 1839) 

In our paper of the 1st. June 1839 we gave an account of an experimental trip on the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway to Littleborough. At that period, however, the permanent rails were not laid all the way, and the 

company had consequently, for about three quarters of a mile, to proceed on foot. Since that time, 

however, the laying of the rails having been completed, the directors determined on taking their first trip 

through the tunnel, beyond Littleborough, on Monday last, 17th. June 1839, on which occasion they politely 

invited a number of their friends to accompany them. The train started from the station St George’s Road, 

in several carriages of first, second and third class, at 4.30 in the afternoon, drawn by the Sharp Roberts & 

Company’s locomotive engine Junction.  

In consequence of the laying of the rails on some portion of the line having been completed only a day or 

two before, an arrangement was made for communicating to the person having the conduct of the engine 

that they might know when it was requisite to go cautiously and slowly; indeed the engine proceeded all 

the way at a very moderate pace.  

After three stoppages, at Mills Hill, Rochdale (where water was taken in), and Littleborough, the train 

reached the mouth of the Summit tunnel, 16 ¼ miles, in an hour and five minutes from Manchester. At this 

place the company alighted, and proceeded to view the works in progress at that part (which we 

particularly described on a former occasion); and shortly after six o’clock, having resumed their places on 

the train, it set out on its return to Manchester. After short stoppages at the same places as on the up 

journey, it continued its return with somewhat more than the former rapidity, and reached the station at 

Manchester in fifty five minutes after leaving the mouth of the tunnel; the whole trip having passed over 

without the least accident of any kind. We believe it is intended to open the line so far as yet complete, to 

the public, on the 4th. July (1839), at which time we understand it will be very little more than a year and 

three quarters since the first breaking of the ground on the line; the construction of which, therefore, 

affords, we presume, an unexampled instance of despatch in a work of such immense magnitude. (From 

Manchester Guardian, 22 June 1839) (Railway Times, 29 June 1839) 

July 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce the timetable as from 4th. July 1839. Trains leave Manchester 

at 7.00am; 8.00am; 10.00am; 11.00am; 1.00pm; 4.00pm; 6.00pm, for Littleborough and 7.00pm to Rochdale 

only.  

Trains leave Littleborough at 7.00am; 9.00am; 10.00am; 11.00am; 4.00pm; 6.00pm; 7.00pm, for 

Manchester. All trains stop at Mills Hill and Rochdale. 
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(Manchester Guardian, 29 June 1839) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway was formally opened on Wednesday 3rd. July 1839 when a large number 

of directors and friends gathered to take part in the ceremony, accompanied by the band of the 86th

Infantry. The first of the two trains was drawn by locomotives Stephenson and Kenyon and consisted of 

eleven carriages; No.93, mixed; No.109, first; 3rd. class; No.111, first; No.95, second; No.108, first; 3rd. 

class; No.101; first; No.92, second; No.102, first; and a 3rd. class. The second train, also of eleven carriages, 

was drawn by Stanley and Lancaster. Locomotives Stephenson, Kenyon and Stanley were built by George 

Stephenson; Lancaster was from Sharp Roberts. Another Sharp Roberts engine Junction and an engine from 

Edward Bury was available with a further twenty one carriages. 

The party had begun to arrive shortly after 11.00am at St George’s Road station. Access to the platforms 

was by way of steps inside the station building. The first train left at 12.22pm followed by the second ten 

minutes later. The “right away” was given by the conductor with his bugle assisted by many engine whistles. 

A leisurely pace of 20 miles per hour was maintained to enable the passengers to have a good view of the 

line. The three miles between the second and fifth mile posts were covered in eight and a half minutes and 

the Mills Hill station (5½ miles) was reached at 12.38pm. As the train approached the station the 

conductor gave forth with “God Save the Queen” on his bugle, the band of the 86th soon taking up the strain 

of the anthem. The party was greeted by a large crowd from the surrounding district. After a stop of our 

minutes the whistles shrilled and the train proceeded at a much reduced speed to the seven and a half mile 

post where the cavalcade came to a stop. 

 The engine Kenyon had been giving some trouble before Mills Hill and the stop there was unscheduled so 

that the fire could be drawn and the boiler drained. Because clean water had not been made available until 

the previous day, 2nd July 1839, dirty water was used and caused a blockage in the water pump and so 

starved the boiler of water. At Mills Hill it was decided to attempt to proceed with the engine Stephenson

alone but the train proved too much for one engine. After stopping the male passengers were asked to 

alight and there was a further attempt to move the train, to the accompaniment of the conductor playing 

“Oh dear what can the matter be”. At this point the second train arrived on the scene and the two trains 

were combined, the passengers having entrained, the long train continued after the long delay of about 

three quarters of an hour reaching Rochdale at 1.29pm. There a great crowd had gathered together with 

several bands. Kenyon was removed to a siding by Stephenson and then with two other engines took coke 

and water which was supplied through a canvas hose from a cast iron pump, the arm of which, by means of 

its axis and balance weight, was swung over the tender.  

A little beyond the station house, which was almost complete, to the west side of the line was the engine 

shed, built in brick. After a stop of fifteen minutes during which time the station premises were viewed the 

united train left for Littleborough. Beyond the eleventh mile post was the first footbridge on the line, 

constructed in wood. Littleborough was reached at 2.02pm and the tunnel at 2.04pm. Some of the party 
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inspected the tunnel while the remainder retraced their steps to Littleborough to be joined later by the 

others for a feast at 3.00pm when some 550 people sat down in the station house. The station house at 

Littleborough consists of a large shed, or covered hall, extending over the whole of the line for a space of 

about a hundred feet in length, and about sixty feet in breadth. The side walls are of stone, of massive 

masonry; they support a wooden roof, having sky lights on its west side. The station house is, of course, 

open at both ends, the lines of rails passing through it; though on this occasion the ends were closed by 

draperies, which were drawn back after the guests had seated themselves, the end nearest the summit 

tunnel disclosing a beautiful view of the hilly country in that direction. The east side of this station house is 

occupied by a raised platform, for the convenience of passengers entering or leaving, the carriages. This was 

converted on this occasion into a dais, reserved for the ladies, the directors, and the principle guests. Two 

long tables extended down this platform, and three others were placed along the level of the line. 

The collation was provided by Mr King, of the Bush Inn, Deansgate; the wines, Madeira, champagne, and 

sherry, by Messrs. Herford & Bros; and the music by the band of the 86th Infantry, with upwards of thirty 

gentlemen officiating as stewards. Mr James Wood, chairman of the board, presided and after a speech 

toasts were proposed congratulating the directors on the way in which they had, and were, tackling a very 

difficult project. During the meal the trains had returned to Rochdale to refuel and, together with Kenyon, 

apparently repaired, returned to Littleborough. The return journey began at 5.17pm reaching Rochdale at 

5.27pm; Mills Hill at 5.56pm; and Manchester at 6.20pm to the cheers of a large crowd awaiting their 

return. (Manchester Guardian, 6 July 1839; Railway Times, 13 July 1839 and 20 July 1839) 

Over 3,100 passengers travelled on the Manchester and Leeds Railway on Thursday, 4th. July 1839 though 

not so many travelled on Friday, 5th July. (Manchester Guardian, 6 July 1839) 

The average number of passengers travelling on the Manchester and Leeds Railway for the period 4th. to 9th. 

July 1839 exceeded 2,500 per day. (Manchester Guardian, 10 July 1839) 

The tickets used on the Manchester and Leeds Railway have been designed by Thomas Edmundson and is in 

the form of a stiff card, each having printed on its face side the destination and a requirement that 

passengers are to show the ticket to company servants on request. Each ticket has its progressive number 

embossed at one end and the appropriate date at the other. The face side is white and the reverse side a 

different colour according to the station of issue; Manchester, pink or rose; Mills Hill, blue; Rochdale, green; 

Littleborough, yellow. Up trains have an engraving of a bale of cotton and down trains a fleece. To 

distinguish the classes the third class ticket has vertical and horizontal lines; the second class horizontal 

lines only; and the first class plain.  

Edmundson has also designed a small machine which not only prints the ticket but also the progressive 

numbers. This self-acting machine will print many thousands of tickets before needing more ink. The 

printed tickets are then placed in wooden racks, or tubes, each holding 500 tickets, which are pressed 

upwards by a spring. There being three stations, nine racks are required and are let into the desk which 

forms the counter on which the passenger pays his money. Above each set of three racks is a coloured 

label corresponding to the station required. The design lends itself to development as the company grows. 

The top of each lid is hinged so as to reveal the ticket number and on the top of the lid is a slate on which 

the clerk writes this number when the office is closed before the departure of a train. The number of 

tickets used could rapidly ascertain for the waybill to be made out.  

Yet another invention by Edmundson is an automatic date stamping machine. The appropriate end of the 

ticket is inserted into a slot causing the mechanism to stamp the date on. The whole operation greatly 

simplifies the operation which had previously required the writing, by hand, of many tickets for each train. 

(Manchester Guardian, 10 July 1839; Railway Times, 20 July 1839) 

We understand that the numbers of passengers on the Manchester and Leeds Railway, from its opening to 

the public, on Thursday last 4th. July 1839 up to last night, has exceeded, on average, 2,500 per day. 

(Manchester Guardian, 10 July 1839) 
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The Manchester and Leeds Railway timetable gives the departure times from intermediate stations and a 

table of fares. (Manchester Guardian, 13 July 1839) 

By the report of the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor of Manchester it appears that all they have 

got by their opposition (to the Manchester and Leeds Railway extension line) is, that the railway company 

are to build a ten foot wall on each side of that portion of the burial ground wanted for their line, before 

they make the railway across; that they are to purchase the whole of the land severed on the south side; 

and, whenever it shall be necessary to open graves or vaults, the company are to pay the cost of removing 

such bodies as the relatives shall not have removed, within twelve months after the passing of the act, to 

another part of the same, or to another burial ground. The company are only to encroach four yards, 

instead of ten, on the northern side of Ashley Lane burial ground. These advantages, if they will call them 

such, -- and which might have been obtained without expense, if the Churchwardens had chosen to 

negotiate with the company, -- have cost the Leypayers of Manchester, according to the report of the 

Churchwardens, the sum of £480-14-9d; which, we take it. Is paying rather dear for Mr Clarke’s whistle. 

(Long report of the proceedings and explanations) (Manchester Guardian, 13 July 1839) 

Report of complaints with regard to a number of men laying sleepers near the Littleborough station house 

on Sundays. (Manchester Guardian, 13 July 1839) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce that Market Gardeners, Fruiterers, and Greengrocers are 

informed that the company will provide and convey waggons, loaded with garden produce, on the following 

terms. 

Manchester and Leeds Railway: Garden Produce rates

From Manchester to Rochdale Littleborough
s     d £     s d

1st class waggons containing 330 cubic feet or 3 
tons weight 

15    0  1     0 0

2nd class waggons containing 250 cubic feet or 3 
tons weight  

10    0 15 0

Half of either class waggon may be engaged at half price.
The parties are to load or unload the waggons at their own expense; and they are to be loaded a quarter 

hour before the train by which it is intended to send them is announced to start. (Manchester Guardian, 20 

July 1839) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway, (from Manchester Guardian and Leeds Mercury) 

Railway Passengers’ Tickets – Detection – of Frauds. Edmondson’s tickets. (Railway Times, 20 July 1839) 

Samuel Brooks Esq. to the Manchester and Leeds Railway. Conveyance of leasehold land and hereditaments 

at Hunts Bank, Manchester. Twentieth day of July 1839. 

I Samuel Brooks of Manchester in consideration of the sum of nine thousand three hundred and forty five 

pounds to me paid by the Manchester and Leeds Railway Company […] do hereby convey to the said 

company….all that plot piece or parcel of land or ground situate at Hunts Bank in Manchester all the 

premises comprised in the said indenture of lease and every part thereof as I am possessed of or am by the 

said Act capacitated or empowered to convey to hold the premises to the said Company and their successors 

and assigns for and during all the residue and remainder now to come and unexpired of the said term of nine 

hundred and ninety nine years created by the said indenture of lease according to the true intent and meaning 

of the said Acts that it is hereby declared that the said hereditaments and premises are hereby assigned and 

conveyed subject to the said yearly rent of seven hundred and thirty four pounds ten shillings reserved and 

made payable by the said indenture of lease and to the powers and remedies thereby provided for the 

recovery thereof and subject also to the several covenants conditions and agreements in the said indenture of 

lease contained and on the part of the said Samuel Brooks his heirs executives administrators and assigns to 

be observed and performed […]. In witness I the said Samuel Brooks have hereunto set my hand and seal 



1825 - 1839 

43 

and the said Manchester and Leeds Railway Company have herein affixed their common seal this twentieth 

day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty nine. 

Received on the day of the date of the within written Deed of and from the Manchester and Leeds Railway

Company the sum of nine thousand three hundred and forty five pounds being the full consideration money 

within expressed to be by them paid to me. 

As witness my hand    Samuel Brooks. 

Witness Edward Lewis (Clerk with Mr Brackenbury, Solicitor, Manchester.)  

Report that English and Irish navvies were engaged in battle on Monday, 15th. July 1839 at Hebden Bridge 

whilst working on the Manchester and Leeds Railway. The militia were called in to restore order but 

fighting broke out again on Tuesday, 16th. July resulting in the militia again restoring peace to the valley. The 

cause of the trouble, it seems, was that the English believed that the Irish were working for lower wages. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 July 1839) 

Letter addressed to the directors of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway complaining about the 

practise of collecting tickets from passengers whilst the trains are in motion. (Manchester Guardian, 27 July 

1839) 

August 
Report of the proposed Oldham branch railway. (Railway Times, 3 August 1839) 

Reply of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway stating that it is contrary to the company regulations for 

tickets to be collected whilst trains are in motion and that offenders can expect instant dismissal if caught. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 August 1839 

We understand that the total number of passengers on the Manchester and Leeds Railway, from its 

opening, on the 4th ultimo, up to and including the 5th instant, has been 57,820; being an average of 2,665 for 

every working day, notwithstanding, the late wet weather has, of course, been unfavourable to travelling. 

On Monday last, 5th August 1839 the number of passengers was 3,141, being the greatest number during 

any one day since the opening of the line. We understand that; during the first month the proportion 

between third and first class was twenty to one and five to one between second and first class. The 

proportion of third class passengers is doubtless greater, in the present short length of fourteen of fifteen 

miles, than it will be on the whole length of the line, than it is likely to be in the less favourable seasons of 

the year. (Manchester Guardian, 7 August 1839) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 7th August 1839 to 

sanction the raising of capital. (Manchester Guardian, 10 August 1839; Railway Times, 17 August 1839) 

The business of the Manchester and Leeds Railway continues very rapidly to increase. Last week, 

notwithstanding the disturbed state of the neighbourhood, it kept up; and this week it has taken a 

surprising start; the number of passengers conveyed on Monday, 19th. August 1839 having been no fewer 

than 4,365, whilst yesterday, Tuesday, 20th. August they reached 4,704 […]. We are happy to state, that Mr 

Edmundson’s system of issuing tickets has fully met the pressure of business on the railway during these 

two days; and that 1,822 passengers were booked at the Manchester office yesterday by Mr Richardson, 

the booking clerk, with perfect ease; 621 of whom went by the six o’clock train, the waybill for which was 

given to the guard within four and a half minutes of the usual time; and the train throughout kept good 

time. On Monday 1,519 passengers were booked at the Rochdale station with equal ease and despatch. 

(Manchester Guardian, 21 August 1839. Railway Times, 24 August 1839) 

In a letter to Manchester Guardian, Captain Laws stated that the engine Stephenson by way of testing its 

ability took a train of 694 passengers from Manchester to the Heywood canal bridge, 7¼ miles, in twenty 

five minutes with a five minute stop at Mills Hill. The six wheeled engine has 14 inch cylinders with an 18 

inch stroke; another engine York from Sharp Roberts had also been working such trains with equal ease. 

(Manchester Guardian, 24 August 1839) 
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September 
The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 5th. September 1839. It 

was reported that the works on the whole line were proceeding with every satisfaction and that without 

doubt the railway would be opened throughout in the autumn of 1840. Since the Manchester to 

Littleborough section had been opened the number of passengers carried had greatly exceeded 

expectations. There had been a number of Chancery proceedings but these had proved favourable to the 

company. The chairman said that all calls on shares to be paid promptly had been respected even though 

they were large and often and he had no need to remind the meeting that the company had been successful 

in obtaining acts for the branches to Halifax and Oldham and the Hunts Bank extension.  

When they went for their Act to form the junction with the Liverpool and Manchester  line, they did not 

possess a single inch of ground between the two termini. Of course they had to purchase the land; and one 

of the directors, Mr Brooks, who had been in treaty with the owners of a considerable portion of it, as 

soon as he concluded his purchase, wrote to the directors the following letter; read by Mr Woods; “I beg 

to inform you that I have purchased the plot of land near to Hunts Bank, for which I had been in treaty for a long 

time before it was contemplated that your station would be there. The purport of this letter is to say, that if you 

require any portion of that land, you shall have it on reasonable terms; I pledge myself that the Company shall not 

be prejudiced by its being in my hands. I have refrained from selling it, till I knew the Company would want it or 

not. I have had some offers already. Samuel Brooks” The Company have since purchased the land on very fair 

terms. 

A station at Blue Pits had been called for and was receiving consideration. 

There had been some complaints about the first class fares. 

The line in operation had cost £32,000 per mile and it was hoped that the railway when completed, would 

not exceed £2 million. The engineers reported that the summit tunnel would be completed in the contract 

time, November 1840, the drift way was nearly complete and pumping could shortly be dispensed with. 

One third of the 2,860 yards was complete and work was progressing at a rate of 140 yards per month.  

The final part of the meeting was devoted to the subject of Sunday opening. Three propositions had been 

circulated; 1st. that the railway be closed on Sunday; 2nd that the railway be partially open on Sunday; 3rd. 

that the railway be open without restriction. The company’s act required that mails be carried on Sundays 

which gave more favour to the second proposition. Discussion followed and finally a motion was put 

forward “that the railway be suspended on Sunday” together with an amendment “that business on the railway 

be suspended on Sundays with the exception of such restricted conveyance of passengers as is called for by public 

necessity; and that the directors, to whom is confided the carrying this resolution into effect, in the discharge of their 

duty, shall consider the public good, and not the private interest of the company”. The amendment was carried. 

To the third proposition an amendment was added “that as it is intended that there shall be communication 

between this line and the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway the trains running on this line shall not be more 

than those on that line”. This amendment was carried by 25 votes to 22. (Manchester Guardian, 7 September 

1839; Railway Times, 14 September 1839) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce that from 15th. September 1839 trains would depart from 

either termini at the following times; 8.00am; 9.00am; 10.00am; 11.00am; 1.00pm; 3.00pm; 4.00pm; 6.00pm; 

7.00pm. Sundays; 8.00am; 9.00am; 6.00pm; 7.00pm. Blue Pits station was included in this timetable. 

(Manchester Guardian, 14 September 1839) 

As a result of an accident in Summit tunnel on Thursday and Friday, the 5th and 6th of September 1839 the 

directors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway have resolved, that the engineers should be directed, in 

future, in any case of serious accident occurring on the line, to make a special report on such accidents and 

their causes, with a view, so far as is practicable to enable the directors and managers of the line to guard 

against any recurrence of accidents from similar causes. (Manchester Guardian, 14 September 1839) 

Report of recent accidents at the Summit tunnel. (Manchester Guardian, 18 September 1839) 
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Three directors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway have resigned in consequence of the decision to open 

the railway on Sundays. (Manchester Guardian, 18 September 1839) 

Progress report of the Bolton and Preston Railway. (Railway Times, 21 September 1839) 

A few days ago a new engine on the Manchester and Leeds Railway, Scarborough, arrived from the 

manufactory of Messrs. Shepherd and Todd, of Leeds; it was a very fine engine loaded on a truck and 

required twenty horses to draw it; the wheels of the truck frequently sank into the ground and the 

exertion was very severe to get it to its destination. One of the horses was lamed, its leg being broken. The 

engine was forthwith placed on the rails, and would commence working when required. (Railway Times, 28 

September 1839) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce that as from Thursday, 3rd. October 1839 a canal boat service 

will be inaugurated between Blue Pits and Heywood, when a despatch boat, suitably fitted out with fore and 

aft cabins, will meet most of the trains at Blue Pits station. Passenger’s parcels will be carried without extra 

charge to and from the Canal Wharf, Heywood. Departure times from Heywood; 7.50am; 8.50am; 

10.50am; 12.50pm; 3.50pm; 5.50pm. The boat will meet all the Sunday trains. (Manchester Guardian, 28 

September 1839) 

October 
Report of accidents on the Manchester and Leeds Railway between 19th February 1838 and 11th September 

1839. (Railway Times, 5 October 1839) 

Great numbers continue to avail themselves of the opening of the Manchester and Leeds Railway on 

Sundays, for the purpose of enjoying the pure air in the mountainous neighbourhood of Rochdale. All the 

inns, as well as the eating house at Littleborough, were again crowded on Sunday. (Manchester Guardian, 5 

October 1839) 

Extract from Butterworth’s Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Railway Times, 12 October 1839) 

Report of the special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway held on 10th. October 1839. 

(Manchester Guardian, 12 October 1839; Railway Times, 19 October 1839) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce a new timetable with additional trains from Thursday, 17th. 

October 1839 […]. In consequence of representations made to the board of directors that inconvenience 

has been felt from the open sides of 2nd. class carriages, shutters have been ordered to protect passengers 

from the weather. (Manchester Guardian, 12 October 1839) 

November 
Report of the Manchester and Leeds Railway bridge at Copley. (Railway Times, 16 November 1839) 

Returns of trains and passengers on the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Railway Times, 23 November 

1839) 

December 
On Monday morning, 9th. December 1839 a new engine, made by Messrs. Peel and Williams, and a load of 

47 tons was placed for trial on the Manchester and Leeds Railway at the St George’s Road station. It 

worked excellently and on parts of the line the speed was tremendous. It is a regulation of the company 

that whenever an extra engine, or train, is to pass either way; the regular train preceding it shall exhibit a 

board, with the words “Train”, or “Engine coming up”. In this case the rule […] was departed from and the 

consequences were very serious. Several persons, including the superintendent and engineer, were on the 

engine and they worked it at a high speed past Rochdale, intending to go to Littleborough; but near the 

skew bridge on the Milnrow Road they came suddenly upon an empty truck, which - the usual notice not 

being give, - had not been removed. There was no pulling up, and the persons on the engine had no choice 

but jumping for it; they accordingly did so and fortunately escaped without serious harm. The collision was 

singularly terrific. The force was so great that the truck was struck up off the rails, and the engine actually 
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ran under it; by which the chimney was carried away, and other serious injury done. (Manchester Guardian, 

14 December 1839) 



1840 - 1849 

47 

1840-1849 
1840.  
January 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway advertise that for the accommodation of parties attending the 

Anti-Corn Law Banquet on Monday next the 13th. January 1840 a special train of first class carriages 

will be despatched from the Manchester station for Rochdale and intermediate stations at 11 o’clock 

in the evening. (Manchester Guardian, 11 January 1840) 

On Thursday, 9th. January 1840 the contractors to the Manchester and Leeds Railway Summit tunnel 

gave a dinner for the inspectors concerned in the construction. John Stephenson headed the 

company of seventy and a band played throughout the evening, a party of glee singers entertained 

the gathering. In acknowledgement of the toast Mr Porter proposed Doctor Barker the surgeon to 

the Summit Tunnel Sick Club. (Manchester Guardian, 22 January 1840) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce alterations to the timetable on and after Monday, 

27th. January 1840. The 7.00am and 8.00am will be discontinued and replaced by one leaving 

Manchester and Bolton at 7.30am and stop at intermediate stations. The trains which leave at 1.30pm 

will now leave at 2.00pm. The 6.00pm trains will be discontinued. 

Trains departing at 9.00am, 11.00am, 4.00pm, stop at Stoneclough only. 

Trains departing at 7.30am, 10.00am, 2.00pm, 5.00pm, 7.00pm, stop at all stations, as do the Sunday 

trains departing from Manchester at 8.00am and 6.00pm; and from Bolton at 9.00am and 7.00pm. 

Fares; First class from Manchester to Bolton, 2/6d, Second class, 1/6d. Children under 7 years half 

price. (Manchester Guardian, 25 January 1840) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway formally enquired of the Mersey and Irwell Navigation Company 

whether the river Irwell could be made navigable right up to the railway company’s property on the 

banks of the river Irk. The Mersey and Irwell suggested that they extend their waterway to Hunts 

Bank and the railway their tracks to the Irwell. (Canals of North West England Vol.1, p.121/122) 

February 
The half yearly meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway was held on Wednesday, 29th. 

January 1840. Reasons were given for the delay in not forming a junction with the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway for the present. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1840) 

The openness of the weather during the past fortnight has enabled the workmen to proceed in their 

labours with considerable activity on the Bolton and Preston Railway. On Thursday last a building 

which was found necessary to take down for the purposes of the line was razed to the ground 

without accident. It formed part of the suite of offices at the coal staithes of W Hulton, Esq. in Great 

Moor Street, Bolton. The cuttings for the tunnel from the junction with the Bolton and Manchester 

Railway, in Bridgeman Street, to its termination in Bullfield, are, with slight interruptions, nearly 

finished, and the difficult portions of the masonry work are overcome. We may, therefore, expect 

that, in a short time, the streets beneath which the line is to pass will assume a more safe, clean and 

orderly appearance. (Manchester Guardian, 12 February 1840) 
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The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce that on and after Monday, 2nd. March 1840 the 7.00pm 

train from Manchester will be altered to 8.00pm; that a booking office for parcels will be opened at 9 

Brown Street, Manchester and on the same day the company will be prepared to convey general 

merchandise between Manchester, Rochdale and Littleborough on the following terms, viz:- The 

company will find waggons and locomotive power for 4d per ton mile; and the parties using the same 

undertaking to load, find sheets and cords when necessary, and to be at all other risk in the 

conveyance. If goods are not removed after notice of their arrival has been served at the place of their 

address, they will be sent by town porters, who will make their charges accordingly. For the 

convenience of cattle, sheep and pig dealers the company have had pens and watered paddocks 

prepared at Littleborough and one of their large aches fitted up as a shippon, with a watering trough, 

at Manchester, where stock arriving or intended to depart by the trains, can be housed during the night 

without extra charge. (Manchester Guardian, 22 February 1840; Herapath, 14 March1840) 

March 
The Bolton and Preston Railway invite tenders for No.3 Chorley contract, from the termination of the 

second contract at Bolton Lane, Heath Charnock to Steely Lane, Chorley, 2 miles 24 chains.

(Manchester Guardian, 4 March1840) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 12th. March 

1840. The directors expressed, with satisfaction that they thought the estimates for the construction 

of the railway would not be exceeded. They regret that they cannot refer to the proposed junction 

line with the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway with equal satisfaction, as an unexpected delay has 

arisen on the part of that company, who, appearing disposed to avail themselves of the discretionary 

power vested in them by their act of Parliament, have taken the somewhat unusual course of raising 

objections to the measure previously approved by them, and, after obtaining an act in conjunction 

with this company for its execution, have now revived the formerly abandoned project of a junction 

upon the southern side of Manchester. The directors beg to state, that they have had several 

interviews with a deputation from the board of directors of that company, but that nothing decisive 

has arisen from thence; and they therefore conclude that the views of that company are not 

materially altered in any respect on the points above alluded to. This resolution therefore appears to 

call for some comment from the directors of this company, from its evident tendency to diminish 

the confidence of the proprietors in their statements and estimates.  

The estimates of goods traffic now called in question were originally prepared for Parliament, and 

their accuracy attested on oath by the party who drew them up, being founded on actual 

observation of the traffic at Skipton, on the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, and at Castlefield Locks in 

this town. These were furnished to the Liverpool board of directors by this company, but, instead of 

removing their doubts, were met by assurances that from private returns, which they were not at 

liberty to submit to this company, it appeared that the traffic was overstated by more than one half; 

at the same time it was intimated, that those private returns were furnished by the canal company’s 

themselves; and beyond this, the Liverpool board did not produce any documents, or give any other 

reasons for their assertions, the correctness of which this board is by no means prepared to admit, 

as the explanation of the discrepancy offered in the resolution above mentioned is met by an 

assurance from the party employed by this board, “that the distinction between local and through traffic 

was carefully attended to”, and this board is fully convinced of the general accuracy of his statement. 

Your directors do not undertake to reconcile the two statements, and have made the above report 

solely in explanation of their conduct to the proprietors; as they formerly reported, that, in 

pursuance of their original plan and under the powers of the act obtained for the purpose  and in full 

reliance on a similar intention on the part of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, as also from a 

thorough conviction of the advantages to be derived from the formation of the junction line in the 

mode and by the route now proposed, they had proceeded to purchase and to make agreement for 

the purchase  of a considerable portion of the land on the line of their proposed junction railway.  
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This subject will, however, whenever it shall be necessary to come to a decision, be submitted by 

the directors to a general meeting of the proprietors of this company; and in the meantime it may 

be mentioned, that the probable advantages of a junction line to Hunts Bank are considerably 

increased, by the determination of the Mersey and Irwell Navigation Company to make the latter 

river navigable up to the Irk at Hunts Bank. A resolution to that effect was lately transmitted to this 

board, and a direct communication may thereby established between that company and the 

proposed junction line at that point. For the present, therefore, the directors may content 

themselves with an assurance that they do not consider it expedient to suffer their present powers 

to expire unexercised, and that they will use every endeavour to ascertain and lay before the 

proprietors such reasons as may appear to warrant them in pursuing their present proposed 

scheme, even independently of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, should that board ultimately 

determine to relinquish their powers, and abandon the junction altogether.  

A Benevolent Society has been established recently for the benefit of the company’s servants and to 

get it off to a good start the meeting voted to sell twenty two shares and donate the proceeds to 

the fund. 

It was with regret that James Wood, James Heald and John Burton have resigned in consequence of 

the decision to open the railway on Sundays. 

The engineers report that the section of the railway from Summit West to Hebden Bridge was 

proving difficult, though a November opening was still possible. Considerable difficulties were being 

encountered at Kirkthorpe and Cooper Bridge with the navigation company in building the bridges, 

though the rest of the eastern section was progressing favourably. 

Goods traffic could now be handled at Manchester and Littleborough and a goods depot at Rochdale 

was almost complete. 
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Traffic on the Manchester and Leeds Railway 1839 – 1840

In the first six months from 4th. July 1839 to 6th. January 
1840 346,412 passengers were carried (average per day, 1,957)
of these 244,500 arrived at or departed from Manchester. 
Total receipts from: …..passenger traffic, £17,823; (£100-13-11d per day)
parcels traffic, £756; (£4-5- 5d per day).
The average distance travelled by each passenger, 7¼ miles, 
and the average receipt per passenger 1-0¼d or 1½d per mile. 

For the four months ending 12th. March there were: 
3 260 trains, averaging 106 passengers per train. 
£1302 was received from 7,872  1st class passengers, 
an average of £10-8-0d per day for 63 passengers or 3-3d per passenger 
£3,278 from 40,034 2nd class passengers, 
£26-12-0d per day for 320 passengers or 1-7d per passenger. 
£7,207 from 182,650 3rd class passengers, 
an average of £57-13-0d per day for 1,461 passengers or 9½d per passenger 

Total receipts at 31st December 
1839,  

£577,082-16-0d; 

expenditure £534,134-12-6d
(including £21,537-1-5d on the junction line land 
purchased) 

leaving a balance of £42,947-16-0d.

By the revenue account from 4th July to 31st December 1839, 
receipts from passenger and parcels traffic £17,908-11-1d
expenditure, £8,669 -5-5d
balance. £9,239-7- 8d

To assist the shareholders the directors have decided to have the reports printed and circulated 

prior to the meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 21 March1840; Herapath and Railway Times, 21 

March1840) 

April 
We understand the directors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, accompanied by their engineers, 

Messrs. Stephenson and Gooch, proceeded on Friday, 27th March 1840 along the line all the way to 

its junction with the North MR  beyond Wakefield. They were closely occupied on that and the 

following day inspecting personally the principal works. (Manchester Guardian, 1 April 1840) 

Advertisement for building plots at Fleetwood […].The Bolton and Preston Railway, which will open 

in July next, will complete a continuous line of railway from Manchester to the shipping wharf at 

Fleetwood; and the harbour, which is now equal to any other of the western coast, will, when the 

improvements which are now being effected under the superintendence of Captain Denham, RN, 

shall be completed, afford a straight channel not two miles long, out to the open sea, with 12 feet 

water at the lowest springs. A custom house, bonded stores of special security, and bonded timber 

yards are already established […]. (Manchester Guardian, 15 April 1840) 

The works of the Bolton and Preston Railway, opening to Preston, are in a state of very active 

progress. Within the last few weeks, an immense quantity of brickwork has been erected on this 

portion of the line. We understand that an idea is entertained of the railway being ready for opening 

in the course of the ensuing summer. So far as we can judge, however, there is no prospect of this 

being realised. (Manchester Guardian, 15 April 1840) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway is fast approaching to completion, and it is expected will be opened 

to the public on the first or second of July next, -- the North Union Railway Company finding 

locomotive power and carriages. Above one thousand men are engaged in the various works in 
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progress at Fleetwood, among which may be mentioned an hotel of large dimensions, and intended 

to be one of the finest buildings of the kind in the kingdom. A quay of considerable length, the 

foundations of which rests on iron piles, is also in progress. A lighthouse, on Mitchell’s patent screw 

principle, has been erected on the end of a sand bank, about two miles out to sea, and will be lighted 

in the course of next month […]. It is intended to lower the bar, by dredging, so that there shall be 

never less than twelve feet water at low water high spring tides, from the sea direct into the 

harbour, which can readily be effected. (Manchester Guardian, 22 April 1849) 

The Mersey and Irwell Navigation Company invite tenders for deepening and improving the river 

Irwell between New Bailey Bridge and Hunts Bank. (Manchester Guardian, 25 April 1840) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce a new timetable on and after 1st May 1840. 

Trains depart from Manchester and Bolton at the same times; non-stopping trains, 7.00am, 9.00am, 

8.00pm; stopping trains, 8.00am, 10.00am, 2.00pm, 5.00pm, 7.00pm; trains stopping at Stoneclough 

only, 11.00am, 4.00pm. Sunday trains stop at all stations, depart from Manchester at 8.00am and 

6.00pm and from Bolton at 9.00am and 7.00pm. First and second class only. (Manchester Guardian, 

29 April 1840) 

The Mersey and Irwell Navigation Company are improving their navigation and included in the plans 

is the intention to deepen the river from New Bailey Bridge, which is the present terminus of the 

navigation, to the pool, at and above Victoria Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 29 April 1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 17th April 1840. Total receipts £844-0-9d. 

Passengers 13,262. (Manchester Guardian, 29 April 1840) 

May 
Bolton and Preston Railway meeting report. (Railway Times, 2 May 1840) 

At about 10.00am on Friday, 1st May 1840 a large party gathered at the Preston and Longridge 

Railway station at Preston to open the railway. Two carriages, constructed on a peculiar principle 

for the special purposes of the railway, were in readiness with horses all decorated in the May Day 

fashion, three horses for the first carriage and two to the second. On the continuous ascent of 

seven miles to Longridge the cavalcade was greeted by large crowds. After a short stay at Longridge 

the horses were detached and the two carriages returned to Preston gracefully at first, then at a 

rapid speed down the incline. It is not intended to use steam power until the potential of the traffic 

is known. (Manchester Guardian, 6 May 1840) 

A special meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was held on Monday, 4th May 1840 

with a view to devise some means by which to reduce the expenditure in salaries and wages on the 

line. Mr Ratcliffe stated that out of a half yearly income of £18,780 the salaries and wages paid were 

no less than £3,094, without engines, and suggested a committee be appointed to review the matter. 

Mr Rigg stated that such a step would not solve the problem and suggested that steps be taken 

towards amalgamation with the Manchester Railway Company as the Crewe Company did with the 

Grand Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 6 May 1840; Railway Times, 16 May 1840) 

Table showing the income and expenditure of several railway companies including the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway with a covering letter from William Robinson, Superintendent’s Office, Lees 

Street, Manchester. Also a letter extolling the benefits of Edmondson’s system of booking 

passengers. (Herapath, 9 May 1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 3rd. May 1840. Total receipts £808 

August 9d. Passengers 12,652. (Manchester Guardian, 13 May 1840) 
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The Bolton and Preston Railway invite tenders for work. To run about 120,000 cubic yards of cutting, 

to spoil and to drive 352 yards of the drift mine for the tunnel near Chorley. (Manchester Guardian, 

16 May 1840) 

The first wagon crossed the Manchester and Leeds Railway viaduct at Todmorden on Thursday, 21st

May 1840, the first stone of the viaduct was laid on 21st February 1839. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

May 1840; Railway Times, 6 June 1840) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of one or more station houses at 

Sowerby Bridge, Rastrick, Dewsbury and Wakefield. (Manchester Guardian, 30 May 1840) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for locomotive engines; Each engine to consist of 

two horizontal cylinders, 14 inches diameter and 18 inches stroke. Copper firebox, with high conical 

top, and an iron boiler in proportion to the above size of cylinders, with brass tubes, cranked axle, and 

outside bearings. One pair of 5½ feet wrought iron driving wheels, without flanges, and six inches in 

width. Two pairs of 3½ feet wrought iron wheels, with flanges, and six inches in width inclusive of 

flange. The large wheels to be on the centre axletree. The distance between centre and centre of the 

extreme axles will be given by the company’s engineer. The fore axle and cranked axle to be fitted up 

without any lateral play upon the journals; but the hinder axle to have ¼ on an inch lateral play, that 

is. If it is close up, on one journal there shall be ¼ of an inch clear on the other. The cone of all wheels 

to be 1/16 of an inch on each side, for every inch in width. The width between the wheels measured 

from the inside of the flanges to be the same as those upon the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway; 

but the company will supply a proper gauge for both the cone and the keying on, which must be 

adhered to. 

The whole of the engine, including the working gear and general fittings, to be of the best materials 

and workmanship, and contracted for subject to the approval of the company’s engineer. 

For the general character of the engine, the parties tendering are referred to the No.1 engine at the 

Derby station on the North MR; but it is intended to furnish the contractors with detailed working 

drawings of the several parts, so that each engine and boiler may be a duplicate of the other, and the 

contractors will be required to conform to these drawings. Half the number of engines ordered from 

each party to be delivered complete at the company’s station at Sowerby Bridge, not later than the 

first day of September next, 1840, and the remainder not later that the first day of November next, 

1840. The tenders to be endorsed “Tenders for Engines”, and to be delivered at the company’s offices, 

Clowes Buildings, Hunts Bank, Manchester, on or before ten o’clock on Monday, 8th day of June 

next, 1840; and each party is requested to state the number of engines which he proposes to supply 

within the times specified. The contractors to be made liable to a penalty of one hundred pounds per 

week per engine for every week they may be delivered later than the times specified for each delivery. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 May 1840) 

June 
Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times; Herapath) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce trains for the Manchester Races between 

Manchester and Agecroft Bridge. Departing from Manchester at 11.15am and at quarter hour 

intervals until 3.00pm each race day. Trains will commence to leave Agecroft Bridge at 6.00pm. 

Fares; First class 9d, Open carriage 6d, each way. (Manchester Guardian, 6 June 1840) 

A railroad between Blackburn and Preston, or rather, between the latter town and the Leeds and 

Manchester line at Todmorden, taking Blackburn in its course, has been seriously thought of, and, 

we believe, some progress has been made towards the promulgation of the plan. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 June 1840) 



1840 - 1849 

53 

A Glance at the Leeds and Manchester Railway (sic). A vivid description of the railway from 

Littleborough and through the Calder Valley. (from the Bradford Observer) (Manchester Guardian, 

10 June 1840) 

Report of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 13 June 1840; 

Herapath, 13th/20th/27th June 1840) 

At six o’clock on Monday morning, 8th June 1840 upwards of 3,000 persons assembled in a field near 

the Mills Hill station of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, one mile from Middleton, to witness a 

fight between two men from Manchester, for £5 a side. The combatants fought 13 rounds in one 

hour, when they were separated, and the assemblage dispersed by the county police from 

Middleton. (Manchester Guardian, 13 June 1840) 

List of stations on the Manchester and Leeds Railway with tickets booked and fares collected on 

Saturday 13th June 1840. Manchester, 5,272, £218,14-6d; Newton Heath, 123, £2-13-0d; Mills Hill, 

3,331, £91 October 0d; Blue Pits, 985, £37 March6d; Rochdale, 2,039, £92-15-6d; Littleborough, 

847, £40-15-6d. Totals, 12,597, £483 December 0d. (Herapath, 20 June 1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 19th June 1840. Passengers, 10,686 

and parcels, £663 June 3d; goods and coal, 695 tons, £92-5-9d. (Manchester Guardian, 20 June 1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 26th June 1840. Passengers, 4,865, 

and parcels, £369 August 10d; goods and coal, 892 tons, £123-19-8½d. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

June 1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 29th June 1840. Passengers, £691 

October 6d; goods, £357-13-10d. Passengers, 13,117. (Manchester Guardian, 8 July 1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 9th July 1840. Passengers and 

parcels, £421-15-11d; goods and coals, £105-17-3½d. Total, £527-18-3½d. (sic) (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 July 1840)   

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce that on and after Friday, 17th July 1840 open 

carriages or wagons for the conveyance of passengers will be attached to the 8.00am trains, fare 1/-

d. Two extra trains will also bet started at 12.30pm and 7.45pm which will be confined entirely to 

the conveyance of merchandise, and the above description of passengers carriage. Sunday trains will 

depart from Manchester at 8.30am and 6.00pm; and from Bolton at 9.30am and 7.00pm. fares being 

2/6d and 1/-.N.B. Carriage of merchandise: the addition of the two extra trains will afford 

opportunities of transmitting merchandise from Manchester to Bolton and from Bolton to 

Manchester, at twelve different periods of the day, viz, 7.00am, 8.00am, 9.00am, 10.00am, 11,00am, 

12.30pm, 2.00pm, 4.00pm, 5.00pm, 6.00pm, 7.00pm and 7.45pm. (Manchester Guardian, 15 July 

1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 16th July 1840. Passengers and 

parcels, £396-3-4d; goods and coals, £125-4-l 8¼d. Total, £521-8- 0¼d. (Manchester Guardian, 18 

July 1840) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times; Herapath, 18 July 1840) 

The directors and friends of the Bolton and Preston Railway formally opened the railway on 

Wednesday, 15th July 1840 with the customary rejoicing. Originally projected in 1835 the scheme 

was not received with much enthusiasm at first, and was under the engineering direction of Captain 

Landsmann until sixteen months ago when it passed to the control of George and Robert 

Stephenson. Though relatively easy as railways go some difficulty was encountered through marshy 

ground at Kirkham and the embankment at Fleetwood. The line made an end-on connection with 

the North Union Railway at Preston. The railway had been finished at the beginning of July 1840 but 
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because some turntables, on order from Birmingham, had been sent to Liverpool by mistake the 

opening was delayed. A party from Manchester left by the 9.00am train and on reaching Preston 

boarded the special train of eleven first class carriages drawn by two locomotives, North Union 

Railway No.1 and “Duchess” suitably beflagged, the carriages also belonged to the North Union 

Railway. The Bolton and Preston Railway has an agreement with the North Union Railway to 

borrow engines and first class carriages for twelve months but will supply their own third class 

carriages. Leaving the North Union Railway station at 11.46am and passing through a tunnel beneath 

Fishergate the train stopped at the Bolton and Preston Railway station to attach a third class carriage 

carrying a band.  

To the left of the line a large booth had been erected and an ample store of refreshments, 

apparently for the workmen, was available. At Kirkham, one of the two intermediate stations, 

reached at 12.13pm. a large crowd had gathered. A large number of people boarded the train 

making some 180 to 200 in all. Poulton, reached at 12.33pm, was provided with a booking office and 

waiting room, more people boarded the train. At Burn Naze an embankment crosses part of the 

estuary and when the tide is high is surrounded by water. The embankment crosses the foreshore 

and is constructed for about two thirds of its length of stone, as a breakwater, and the remainder on 

piles. At high water about half the height is covered. Only a single track crosses the embankment 

which will form a dam protecting some seven hundred acres.  

At Fleetwood a bonded timber dock and a general dock are being constructed. Four steamers were 

lying in the river Wyre near Fleetwood. The spacious station house, 140 feet long by 50 feet wide, 

was prepared for the occasion with the rails boarded over upon which there were two tables laden 

with a profusion of food and fruit. As the meal was timed to commence at 3.00pm the company 

took the opportunity to view the new town of Fleetwood. The station fronted onto Dock Street, 

along which several marquees had been erected for the labourers and working classes generally. An 

arch of coloured flags had been erected across the street from the Post Office to the timber bonded 

yard. Proceeding towards the quay, timber and slate yards are passed together with the customs 

house, now nearing completion.  

At the quay, faced with iron plates instead of the usual stone, the company, led by Sir Peter Hesketh 

Fleetwood, the reverend Charles Hesketh, rector of North Meols, Mrs Hesketh and other ladies, 

directors and friends boarded one of the three steamers, built on the Clyde and owned by Sir 

Hesketh Fleetwood. Captain Denham, RN, who had conducted all the marine surveys for wharfage 

dockroom affording every facility of safety, received them aboard the “Express”. Others in the 

company took a walk across sandy fields which revealed the embryo streets marked out, each at 

right angles to one another. Back in Dock Street the celebrations were well under way and outside 

the Fleetwood Arms Hotel the Preston Mail was surrounded by gigs, whitechapels, shrandrys, and 

other vehicles which had brought visitors from Blackpool, Lytham and surrounding districts. In the 

station house eight banners stretched across the hall from pillars, each with the crests of Fleetwood 

and Hesketh. Sir Peter Hesketh Fleetwood presided with his brother Rev, C Hesketh and Captain 

Denham on his right and on his left were William Garnett Esq. George Stephenson and the 

secretary, John Power; other guests included directors of the North Union Railway, the Grand 

Junction Railway, the London and Birmingham Railway and from other railways. About two hundred 

gentlemen sat down to an elegant cold meal. When the cloth was drawn about fifty ladies joined the 

party.  

George Stephenson, in reply to one of the toasts said that he had first come to the district to assist 

Sir Peter Hesketh Fleetwood and his directors in the difficulties which beset the scheme but with 

the assistance of his son had been successful in completing the railway. A few minutes before 5.00pm 

many of the company withdrew in order to get the train from Preston to the south. Unfortunately 

because of a delay in taking water the train arrived at Preston a quarter of an hour after the mail 

train had left. This being the last train of the day the superintendent provided a special as far as the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway. As the last train left Fleetwood at 6.30pm a man rather the 
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worse for drink climbed upon the roof of one of the carriages and was killed when he fell off as the 

train left the station. (Manchester Guardian, 18 July 1840; Railway Times and Herapath, 25 July 1840) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway being a continuation of the London and Birmingham, Grand 

Junction, and North Union Railways to Fleetwood-on-Wyre, Blackpool, etc., and the most desirable 

route to the Lakes. This railway is now open for the conveyance of passengers and parcels. The 

hours of departure are as follows; 

Preston to Fleetwood 

+ at 20 minutes before 8 o’clock in the morning.
* at 11 o’clock in the morning.
*+ at half past 5 o’clock in the evening.

Fleetwood to Preston.

*+ at 5 minutes past 8 o’clock in the morning.
* at 20 minutes before 1 o’clock in the afternoon.
*+ at a quarter before 5 o’clock in the evening.

The first train marked (+) is in connection with the mail train which leaves London at half past eight 

o’clock in the evening; the second with the train quitting London at six o’clock in the morning; and 

the two others with those that leave Preston for London at a quarter before ten o’clock in the morning, 

and twenty seven minutes past six in the evening. 

The trains marked thus * are connected with those which leave Manchester at nine o’clock in the 

morning, and a quarter before three in the afternoon, and Liverpool at a quarter before nine in the 

morning, and half past two in the afternoon, for Preston; and with those that leave Preston at a quarter 

before ten in the morning, twenty minutes past two in the afternoon, and twenty seven minutes past 

six in the evening, for Manchester and Liverpool. 

On Sundays a train leaves Preston for Fleetwood at ten minutes past nine o’clock in the morning, and 

Fleetwood for Preston at a quarter before five o’clock in the evening; the former of these trains 

leaving Preston on the arrival of that which quits Manchester and Liverpool at seven in the morning. 

Bolton and Preston Railway: Fares 1840

Fares 1st class 2nd class 3rd class
Preston to 
Fleetwood  

4s  0d 3s  0d 2s  0d

Presto to 
Poulton 

3s  0d 2s  3d 1s  6d

Preston to 
Kirkham  

1s  9d 1s  3d 9d

The foregoing fares are to or from the company’s station at Maudland Bank, and 6d more is charged 

for conveying passengers to or from the North Union Railway station, Fishergate. 

Omnibuses and other conveyances run between Poulton and Blackpool, in connection with the 

trains. Arrangements for carrying goods, livestock, etc., will be completed in a short time, of which 

due notice will be given. 

The fine steamer. Express, plies daily between Fleetwood and Bardsea, near Ulverston, in connection 

with the railway, making the passage in from one hour to one and a half hours. The Express contains 

first rate accommodation for passengers, carriages, horses, etc., the whole of which will be 

embarked and landed in the most safe and convenient manner, and affords the quickest, cheapest, 

and most agreeable route to the Lakes and other attractions of that beautiful district; Ulverston 

being within an hour’s drive of Windermere and Coniston Lakes and of Furness Abbey. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 July 1840; Railway Times, 11 July 1840) 
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August 
Report of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 1 August 1840) 

The half yearly meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway was held on Wednesday, 29th July 

1840. In reference to the junction with the Manchester and Leeds Railway, the directors trusted it 

would not be considered that they had lost sight of so important a subject; at the present moment, 

however, they were not prepared to recommend any definitive course of proceedings to the 

proprietors. (Manchester Guardian, 1 August 1840) 

With the assistance of Messrs Treadwell and other contractors an experimental trip was made on 

Saturday, 1st August 1840 from Hebden Bridge to Bradley Wood, sixteen miles, in a train of ten 

carriages drawn by eight horses decorated with evergreens and rosettes. About one hundred 

passengers, including two bands, left at1.00pm stopping en route to pick up more until at Brighouse, 

there were more than three hundred on the train. At Brighouse they sat down to a splendid cold 

meal laid out on two very long tables in the open, followed by the usual toasts. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 August 1840) 

Letters between the Manchester and Leeds Railway and the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway with 

regard to the proposed junction railway. (Manchester Guardian, 8 August 1840) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alterations of Sunday trains to meet trains to and from 

Stockport. Addition of first and second class carriages to the half past twelve o’clock train. 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway: times and fares 1840

Until further notice, on and after Friday, the 21st instant, 1840, the times of starting from 
Manchester and Bolton will be; 

Covered 
Carriage 

Open 
Carriage 

7 o’clock morning not stopping- 2-
6 

1-
6 

8 0’clock morning stopping- 2-
6 

1-
6 

1-0

9 o’clock morning not stopping- 2-
6 

1-
6 

10 0’clock morning stopping- 2-
6 

1-
6 

11 o’clock morning not stopping- 2-
6 

1-
6 

12½ o’clock afternoon stopping - 2-
6 

1-
6 

1-0

2 o’clock afternoon stopping- 2-
6 

1-
6 

4 o’clock afternoon not stopping - 2-
6 

1-
6 

5 o’clock afternoon stopping - 2-
6 

1-
6 

6 o’clock afternoon not stopping - 2-
6 

1-
6 

7 o’clock afternoon stopping - 2-
6 

1-
6 

7½ o’clock afternoon stopping - 2-
6 

1-
6 

Sundays -
From Manchester Covered Carriage
9 o’clock morning stopping at 
stations 

2-
6 

1-
0 
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7 o’clock afternoon stopping at 
stations 

2-
6 

1-
0 

From Bolton
8 o’clock morning stopping at 
stations 

2-
6 

1-
0 

6 o’clock afternoon stopping at 
stations 

2-
6 

1-
0 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 August 1840) 

Bolton and Preston Railway. This railway is now opened for the conveyance of passengers and 

parcels; and the hours of departure are as follows, Sundays excepted; 

Preston to Fleetwood.

At a quarter before eight in the morning.
* At a quarter past eleven in the morning
* At half past five in the evening.

Fleetwood to Preston.

* At five minutes past eight in the morning.
* At twenty minutes before one in the afternoon.
* At a quarter before five o’clock in the evening. 

The trains marked thus * are connected with those trains which leave Manchester at nine in the 

morning and a quarter before three in the afternoon; and Liverpool at a quarter before nine in the 

morning and half past two in the afternoon, for Preston; and with those that leave Preston at a 

quarter before ten in the morning, twenty minutes past two in the afternoon, and twenty seven 

minutes past six in the evening; for Manchester and Liverpool. 

On Sundays trains leave Preston for Fleetwood at half past seven and ten minutes past nine in the 

morning and half past seven in the evening; and Fleetwood for Preston at a quarter before eight in 

the morning and a quarter past five and a quarter before seven in the evening; the first of these 

trains leaving Preston after the arrival of the mail train, the second on the arrival of that which quits 

Manchester and Liverpool at seven in the morning and the last but one arriving from Fleetwood in 

full time for the mail train leaving Preston at twenty minutes past six. (Manchester Guardian, 19 

August 1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 10th. August 1840. Passengers, £873-10- 

0d; Goods, £272 -1-7d; Total, £1,145-2- 7d. Passengers, 18,246. (Manchester Guardian, 19 August 

1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 17th August 1840. Passengers, £799-10- 

0d; Goods, £286-11- 8d; Total, £1,086-01- 8d. Passengers, 15,032. (Manchester Guardian, 26 August 

1840) 

We have pleasure to announce that the Manchester and Leeds Railway is so far advanced that the 

communication between Leeds and Hebden Bridge will be opened on 1st October next 1840, when 

the whole journey from Leeds to Manchester may be travelled by railway, with the exception of ten 

or eleven miles, namely from Hebden Bridge to Littleborough. The only obstacles in the way of the 

communication from Leeds to Hebden Bridge at present are those comprehended in the Kirkthorpe 

and the Cooper Bridge and Thornhill contracts; and Mr McIntosh, the contractor for the former and 

Mr Tomkinson, the contractor for the latter portion of these sections of the road, report that they 

shall be ready for the passage of the railway carriages at the time we have mentioned namely on 1st

October 1840. It is understood that, in a month of six weeks from that time, the line from Hebden 

Bridge to Littleborough, including the Summit tunnel, will be completed, and the whole line opened 

for the conveyance of passengers. (Leeds Mercury) (Manchester Guardian, 26 August 1840) 
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Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 27th August 1840. Passengers and 

parcels. £411-5- 1d; Goods and coals, £148-17-7½d. Total, £560-2- 8½d. (Manchester Guardian, 29 

August 1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Parcels Office; The public are respectfully informed, that, on 

Tuesday, 1st September 1840 this company will open an office at 24 Marble Street, Manchester, for 

the reception of parcels, and of orders respecting goods intended to be conveyed by the railway 

which will be promptly attended to. This office will be open from 8.00am to 6.00pm. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 August 1840) 

September 
In the original prospectus of the Bolton and Preston Railway the number of persons which the 

company calculated upon carrying exclusive of those for Ireland and Scotland was 15,000 annually. 

The number actually conveyed in the six weeks during which it has been opened amounts to 30,079. 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 September 1840) 

The facilities for visiting Fleetwood by bathers, and those anxious to resort for a short time for the 

benefit of sea air, have stirred our neighbours of Lytham and Blackpool. To and from the latter place 

and the railway station at Poulton, omnibuses and coaches are daily running in connection with the 

trains, and in consequence, this fashionable watering place has been crowded to such an extent, as 

to defy the utmost exertions of the inhabitants to accommodate the visitors […] (they have) turned 

their attention to forming a branch from the Wyre Railway station at Poulton to Blackpool and we 

hear that steps towards this object will be immediately taken […]. Arrangements are in process for 

surveying the line of country between Lytham and Kirkham, to ascertain the best line of 

communication between the Wyre Railway and the former place […]. (Preston Chronicle) 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 September 1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 24th August 1840. Passengers, £833-19-

6d; Goods, £328-0-7d; Total, £1,162-0-1d. Passengers, 16,826. (Manchester Guardian, 2 September 

1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 3rd September 1840. Passengers 

and parcels, £425-0-4d; Goods and coals, £131-16-10½d; Total, £556-17-2½d. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 September 1840) 

Bolton and Preston Railway traffic returns, week ending 2nd September 1840. First class 651; second 

class 1,350; third class 3,311. Total, 5,312. Grand total for the seven weeks since opening, 35,391. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 September 1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 31st August 1840. Passengers, £832-01- 

0d; Goods, £319-11-11d; Total, £1,151-12-11d. Passengers, 16,971. (Manchester Guardian, 9 

September 1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 10th September 1840. Passengers 

and parcels, £450-17-4d; Goods and coals, £143-6-6d. Total, £594-3-10d. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

September 1840) 

The following is the number of passengers conveyed by the Bolton and Preston Railway during the 

week ending Wednesday, 8th September 1840. First class, 640; second class, 916; third class, 2,636; 

Total, 4,192. Total for the eight weeks since the railway opened, 39,583. (Manchester Guardian, 16 

September 1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 7th September 1840. Passengers, £808-

17-0d; Goods, £284-9-3d; Total, £1,093-6-3d. Passengers, 16,042. (Manchester Guardian, 16 

September 1840) 
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The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 17th September 

1840. It was reported that only 160 yards of the tunnel remained to be completed as of 1st

September 1840. Considerable trouble was being encountered at Charlestown where a tunnel had 

been planned, 250 yards long, but owing to the loose nature of the ground it was decided to make a 

deviation. The main disadvantage with the deviation was that two sharp curves of fifteen chains 

radius were required, considerably sharper than any other on the railway. In order to avoid 

considerable expense in transporting stock from Littleborough to the completed eastern section an 

agreement was entered into with the North MR  to work that section. There had been 663,577 

passengers carried in the first twelve months compared with the estimate of 442,000 for the 

investigative reports before the House of Commons in 1836. After the main line was completed 

attention would be given to the subject of branch lines, particularly to Oldham from where many 

coaches travel to Manchester.  

It was also stated that the directors, by private negotiation, hope to build a branch line to Heywood. 

With reference to the proposed junction railway […] it is to be regretted, that the enterprising 

company that led the way in railway development should be so far wanting in their former spirit, as 

to stand exposed to the imputation of opposing a work of great natural utility, and depriving the 

public, for an indefinite time, of advantages which they have a right to look for at their hands. Since 

the last half yearly meeting of this company, when the directors had to announce the unexpected 

determination of the Liverpool directors to postpone indefinitely, if not to abandon, the formation 

of their part of the junction line, no communication from that body has been received. In this 

position of the matter, without any ostensible cause for the delay, the directors of this company 

cannot but declare that they view the course adopted by the Liverpool board as directly opposed to 

the spirit of mutual understanding on which both companies applied to Parliament for powers to 

make the junction, and which is clearly indicated by the terms in which those applications were 

respectively made, and powers accordingly granted. The hesitation thus manifested, your directors 

confess themselves unable satisfactorily to explain, and are therefore compelled to turn from that 

part of the subject to the consideration of the temporary duration of the powers of their own 

Extension Act, by which a short time only is allowed them to decide upon proceeding with their 

own part of the junction line. After mature deliberation, the directors unanimously recommend that 

the course of proceeding sanctioned by the proprietors at their last meeting be continued, and that 

the powers of the act for making the extension line be not allowed to expire unexercised.  

The chief reason that has influenced their decision is the improvement now in progress in the river 

Irwell, by which the navigation will be continued to Hunts Bank; and a main object contemplated by 

this company, viz. the formation of a direct and continuous line of communication for the 

conveyance of merchandise between Liverpool and the towns on this railway, is unexpectedly 

offered by means second only to those originally designed. They are also influenced by the 

consideration of the public convenience, which will be secured, in an eminent degree, by making the 

passenger station at Hunts Bank. This, though insufficient of itself to justify the expenditure of so 

large a sum as is involved in the projected extension line, yet presents a collateral advantage of great 

importance. They feel also, that, having already expended nearly £50,000 in purchase of land, etc., 

connected with this object, they are no longer in a position to discuss this question upon its original 

merits, and lastly, they have the strongest conviction, supported by the unequivocal declaration of 

the Liverpool board, “that the line of railway communication must ultimately be completed.”  

The proprietors will perceive, that the original grounds on which the extension line was proposed 

and sanctioned, are here assumed, viz. that, when completed, it will, by its connection with the main 

line, prove a profitable accession to this undertaking, and the directors entertain the greatest 

confidence that such expectations will be verified by the result….Up to that (meeting in March 

1838) there had been no idea of forming the extension line up to Hunts Bank. I am anxious that that 

point should be impressed upon the minds of the proprietors; because it has been alleged, that we 

always had the intention to bring the line to Hunts Bank; but the fact of that special meeting proves 

what I have stated, for no notice whatever was then taken of any such intention; and it was 
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subsequent to that period that a proprietor of this company (whom I do not now see present) 

suggested the propriety of making this extension line. A survey was immediately made; plans were 

drawn out; a communication was made with the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway in the June of 

that year. (Manchester Guardian, 19 September 1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 14th September 1840. Passengers, £755-

02-6d; Goods, £277-07-8d; Total, £1,032-10- 2d. Passengers, 14,213. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

September 1840) 

Bolton and Preston Railway timetable alterations;

Monday to Saturday,
Preston to Fleetwood, 7.55am, 11.15am, 5.30pm

Fleetwood to Preston, 7.55am. 12.40pm, 4.45pm
Sundays on and after 27th September 1840
Preston to Fleetwood, 9.20am.
Fleetwood to Preston, 4.45pm.

(Manchester Guardian, 26 September 1840)  

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 24th September 1840. Passengers 

and parcels, £383-09-7d; Goods and coals, £157-17-10½d; Total, £551 July 5½d. (Manchester 

Guardian, September 1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 21st September 1840. Passengers, £697-

08-0d; Goods, £306-15-10d; Total, £1,004-03-10d. Passengers, 13,406. (Manchester Guardian, 30 

September 1849) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway timetable as from Monday 5th October 1840.

Hebden Bridge to Leeds, 8.00am 11.30am, 3.15pm
Leeds to Hebden Bridge, 7.45am 10.00am, 3.00pm

(Manchester Guardian, 30 September 1840) 

Letter; Sir, I have, by this, to correct a mistake in a date particularized by me, in a letter which I 

addressed to the chairman of the directors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, dated the 23rd

instant, and which was inserted in the Manchester Guardian of Saturday last, (26th September 1840) 

namely, “that it was at the meeting of the proprietors in September 1838 that I made the communication 

to Mr Stephenson respecting the new extension line and terminus at Hunts Bank”; whereas it should have 

been “that it was at the close of the proceedings of the meeting of the proprietors in March 1838”. John 

Macfarlane, Manchester, 28th September 1840. (Manchester Guardian, 30 September 1840) 

October 
Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 1st October 1840. Passengers and 

parcels, £391-12-6d; Goods and coals, £170-3-6d; Total, £561-16-0d. (Manchester Guardian, 3 

October 1840) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 28th September. Receipts, £1,077-14-2d. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1840) 

On Monday, 5th October 1840 the section of the Manchester and Leeds Railway from Hebden 

Bridge to Normanton was opened but owing to the instability of the weather at this time of the year 

no formal celebrations took place. Instead, a party of directors took the 8.00am train from 

Manchester to Littleborough and departed from Hebden Bridge at 11.30am. Large crowds greeted 

the train, overpowering the police at many places. The company were completely overwhelmed by 

applications for tickets for the train and carriages soon became full. Large crowds mounted the 
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carriage roofs when the train stopped at Sowerby Bridge, stooping down when passing beneath 

bridges and through tunnels. The directors proceeded to Leeds returning in the evening. To work 

the line the Manchester and Leeds Company have an agreement with the North MR  to supply 

rolling stock until the two sections of the railway are united on the completion of Summit tunnel. 
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Manchester and Leeds Railway: The timetable as from 12th October 1840;

Depart Arrive
Hebde
n 
Bridge 

7.
45 

1
1.
3
0 

3
.
1
5 

9.3
6 

1
1.
5
0 

4
.
5
0 

Sower
by 
Bridge  

8.
00 

1
1.
4
5  

3
.
3
0

9.2
1  

1
1.
3
6  

4
.
3
8 

Brigho
use  

8.
18 

1
2.
0
2  

3
.
4
8

9.0
3  

1
1.
1
8  

4
.
1
8 

Dews
bury  

8.
37 

1
2.
2
1 

4
.
0
7

8.4
3  

1
1.
0
0 

4
.
0
0 

Horbu
ry  

8.
45 

1
2.
3
0 

4
.
1
5 

8.3
4  

1
0.
4
9  

3
.
4
9

Wakef
ield  

8.
57 

1
2.
4
2  

4
.
2
7 

8.2
2  

1
0.
3
8 

3
.
3
8 

Norm
anton  

9.
06 

1
2.
5
0  

4
.
3
5

8.1
5 

1
0.
3
0 

3
.
3
0 

Leeds Ar
riv
e 
9.
35 

1.
2
0  

5
.
0
6

De
pa
rt  
7.4
5 

1
0.
0
0 

3
.
0
0 

No Sunday service.  

Passengers from Leeds to Manchester will be carried by coach from Hebden Bridge to 

Littleborough. Passengers from Manchester to Leeds will only be booked on the 9.00am and 1.00pm 

trains from Manchester. (Manchester Guardian; Herapath, 17 October 1840; Railway Times, 17&24 

October 1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 8th October 1840. Passengers and 

parcels, £419-10-3d; Goods and coals, £166-16-7d; Total, £586-3-10d. (Manchester Guardian, 10 

October 1840) 

Long letter commenting on the opening of the railway between Hebden Bridge and Normanton. 

(Manchester Guardian, 14 October 1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 15th October 1840. Passengers and 

parcels, £425-5-8d; Goods and coals, £162-16-7d; Total, £588-2-3d. (Manchester Guardian, 17 

October 1840)    
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Report of a meeting held at Lytham to take into consideration the propriety of establishing a railway 

communication between Lytham and Preston, by a branch line to join the Wyre Railway near 

Kirkham station […]. We learn the cost of the line will be very moderate, and that no Act of 

Parliament will be required, in consequence of the bulk of the land over which the line will pass 

belongs to Mr Clifton who is warm in support of this undertaking. (Railway Times, 17 October 

1840) 

Report of a Manchester and Leeds Railway guard injured whilst striding along the carriage 

footboards to collect tickets. (Railway Times, 17 October 1840) 

Report of an obstruction on the Manchester and Leeds Railway at Brighouse on Tuesday 8th

October 1840. The perpetrator, John Holroyd, was fined £5 at Halifax. (Manchester Guardian; 

Railway Times, 17 October 1840) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the formation of a branch line from Blue Pits to 

Heywood. (Manchester Guardian, 28 October 1840) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times; Herapath, 31 October 1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 29th October 1840. Passengers and 

parcels, £400-3-4d; Goods and coals, £145-12- 8d; Total, £545-16-0d. (Manchester Guardian, 31 

October 1840) 

November 
Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 5th November 1840. Passengers 

and parcels, £375-17-4½d; Goods and coals, £157-16-4d; Total, £535-13-8½d. (Manchester 

Guardian, 7 November 1840) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 12th November 1840. Passengers 

and parcels, £379 December 11d; Goods and coals, £150-16-0½d; Total, £530-8-11½d. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 November 1840) 

The work of the Bolton and Preston Railway is now nearly completed, and it is expected that an 

engine will travel along the line from Bolton to Rawlinson Bridge, about a mile and a half from 

Chorley, during the ensuing month. The keystone of the last arch, in this quarter, was inserted at the 

close of last week at the crossing of a street called Stable Row, near Black Horse Street, Bolton. The 

company have built ten substantial bridges in as many streets, beneath which the railway passes, 

besides a tunnel, in length about one hundred and fifty yards, near the Moor Lane portion of the 

works. The openings which the railway company have made through the crowded and narrow 

streets of Newton will be of essential service to the inhabitants […]. We understand that the 

company intend to open the line in January, carrying passengers throughout from Manchester, 

Bolton, etc., to Preston, by railway and coaches. The entire completion of the line, to the point 

where it joins the North Union Railway, at Euxton, is not expected to take place before August 

next. (Manchester Guardian, 25 November 1840; Railway Times, 28 November 1840) 

Last week work started on the Heywood branch railway by the contractor, Mr Thompson, for a 

sum of £6,000. (Manchester Guardian, 28 November 1840) 

December 
Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 10th December 1840. Passengers 

and parcels, £361-15-1d; Goods and coals, £172-17-5d; Total, £534-12-6d. (Manchester Guardian, 

12 December 1840) 

On Saturday last, 5th December 1840 a number of the Manchester and Leeds Railway directors 

accompanied by their principal engineers visited Oldham and examined the country between the 
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town and the main line, for the purpose of determining the best course for the Oldham branch 

railway. (Manchester Guardian, 12 December 1840; Railway Times, 2 January 1841) 

It is our pleasing duty to record, that on Wednesday, 9th December 1840 the last brick of the last 

junction length of the great undertaking, the Summit tunnel on the Manchester and Leeds Railway, 

was keyed in by Barnard Dickinson, the resident engineer, who was presented with a silver trowel 

for the purpose – the gift of the inspectors and sub-contractors of the works – by John Stephenson, 

contractor. Previously to the appointed hour, the spacious tunnel presented an imposing 

appearance. Gentlemen of the first respectability, accompanied by numbers of ladies, were seen with 

lighted torches advancing towards the place to witness the ceremony of the completion of the great 

work. Precisely at the hour of twelve o’clock at noon Mr Stephenson, accompanied by his manager, 

George Mould, in company with Mr Dickinson and several other gentlemen ascended the platform 

erected for the occasion. The firing of the canon being suspended, and the acclamations of the 

multitude being silenced, Mr Stephenson addressed Mr Dickinson […]. Mr Dickinson then 

completed the ceremony by keying in the last brick, amidst the cheers of the assemblage around 

him. (He responded with a long speech) […]. Subsequently the ladies and gentlemen present were 

invited to partake of a cold collation at the Summit Inn; when several excellent addresses, having 

reference to the completion of the work, were made. The workmen were regaled within the tunnel. 

(Manchester Guardian, 12 December 1840) 

We find that, although the directors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway will travel along the part 

yet unopened on the 21st instant the railway will not be opened to the public in less than a week or 

ten days after. (Manchester Guardian, 16 December 1840) 

Some excitement was caused upon the Manchester Exchange on Thursday last 17th December 1840 

by a report to the effect that a portion of the Summit tunnel on the Manchester and Leeds Railway, 

extending about fifty yards in length, had fallen in. We find, however, upon inquiry from the officers 

of the company, that, though there has been a partial failure of a portion of the tunnel, it is by no 

means of so serious a character as was at first represented. It appears, that, in a piece of soft 

ground, between the shafts No.2 and No.3, the invert arch (which forms the bottom of the tunnel) 

has been pushed upwards by the pressure of the earth for a distance of about 80 yards; but the side 

walls and roof remain perfectly uninjured. We believe it is the opinion of the engineer, that the 

defective portion of the arch will have to be removed, which will probably occupy four or five 

weeks, and in that case will retard the general opening of the line for traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 

19 December 1840) 

Report of a meeting held at Blackburn to consider a railway from the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

at Todmorden to the North Union Railway at Preston. George Stephenson spoke in favour of the 

electric telegraph, now installed on the London and Blackwall Railway which, he felt, could be used 

to work the traffic with ease and regularity between Todmorden and Burnley. (Railway Times, 19 

December 1840) 

A man, named John Crossley, was brought up at the (Manchester) Borough Court on Wednesday 

last, 16th December 1840, charged under the following circumstances; Mr Hall, chief inspector on 

the Manchester and Leeds Railway, stated that the prisoner was employed at the Manchester 

terminus to mind the points; but the preceding day, he had neglected to turn them for the three 

o’clock train. The carriages though greatly shaken were not thrown off the line. For this neglect the 

prisoner had been apprehended; and he was liable to be fined for it, or imprisoned, at the direction 

of the magistrates. The guard of the train was then sworn, and he deposed to the facts stated by Mr 

Hall; and an inspector of the line stated that he jumped off the train at the time and saw that the 

points were not properly turned. The prisoner, in his defence, stated that he had too much to do, 

and could not attend to all the points; but the inspector said he might do it very easily, with proper 

attention. The prisoner then said he was at everybody’s call, and could not do everything. Mr Hall 

said the prisoner knew very well, that he had no other duty to attend to but this; and that his 
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predecessor was discharged for carrying the luggage of the passengers, which the porters were very 

fond of doing as some of the passengers would give them money notwithstanding all that the 

company could do to prevent it. The prisoner had been fined a second time for negligence, the 

directors now felt obliged to take stronger measures. The prisoner was fined 40s or in default of 

payment, to be committed for one month. (Manchester Guardian, 19 December 1840) 

On Monday 21st December 1840 directors and friends of the Manchester and Leeds Railway made 

an experimental trip from Manchester to Normanton. The party was conveyed in special carriages 

attached to the 9.00am train to Littleborough. Just before the canal bridge at Maden Fold, Blue Pits, 

the train was slowed to allow passengers to see the rapidly forming Heywood branch railway. At 

Summit the tunnel was inspected by foot. The vertical shafts were started in 1837 and the first brick 

was laid at No.10 shaft by the chairman, Mr James Wood, on 17th August 1838 and the last by Mr 

Barnard Dickinson, the resident engineer, on 9th December 1840. Each shaft was ten feet in 

diameter and of various depths as follows; No.0, 58 feet; No.1,62 feet; No.1½, 110 feet; No.2, 117 

feet; No.3, 209 feet; No.3½, 230 feet; No.4. 228 feet; No.5, 168 feet; No.7, 330 feet; No.8, 296 feet; 

No.9, 236 feet; No.10, 169 feet; No.11, a trial shaft; No.12, 62 feet. Numbers 1 and 10 shafts were 

worked by gins and the remainder by stationary engines. Besides these an average of one hundred 

and thirty horses were used. Between 800 and 1,200 men worked on the site and some twenty 

three million bricks and 8,000 tons of Roman cement was used.  

The average rate of construction was 127 yards per month. In August 1839 the contractor, Mr John 

Stephenson, in conjunction with the engineer, Mr Bernard Dickinson, established a sick and burial 

fund for the men who contributed 6d per week. A surgeon was engaged and attention was given to 

no less than 1,507 cases.  

In fatal circumstances burial expenses were paid and in the case of a married man no less than £5 

was given to the widow. The company had erected about seventy houses and a further hundred had 

been built by the men themselves. From the rail level, to the top of the tunnel is 21 feet 6inches and 

22 feet wide at rail level, at six feet above rail level it is 24 feet wide. There is a rising gradient of 1 in 

330 from the Littleborough end. The rails, weighing 56lbs per yard are of malleable iron laid in cast 

iron chairs on larch sleepers at 2 feet 6 inch spaces instead of the normal 3 feet. At the place where 

the invert arch collapsed, between number two and three shafts, only some unevenness of the track 

bed was apparent. It was the intention of the directors to establish an electric telegraph between the 

ends of the tunnel. Having passed through the tunnel the party boarded a train hauled by the engine 

“Leeds” built by Messrs Shepherd and Todd of Leeds. At Gauxholme a stop was made to inspect the 

viaduct with its span pf 102 feet, 40 feet above the canal and at an angle of 27 degrees. Following the 

arrival at Normanton a return was made to Wakefield where a meal was taken before returning to 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 23 December 1840; Railway Times, 26 December 1840; 

Herapath, 2 January 1841) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway continues to implement discipline for offences by employees. Mr 

George Hall, a company chief inspector, preferred a charge in the Borough Court on Wednesday, 

16th December 1840 against John Crossley for neglecting to place the shint (sic) right for the 

incoming train. The train started on Tuesday at 3.00pm and as it was made on an improved principle 

fortunately no serious accident occurred. Merely a jerk was felt, when showed that the shint was 

not properly placed. Mr Scott, the inspector, got off the train, and the examination found that the 

shint had not been moved since the last train had gone out. By the 13th section of the Railway Act 

the prisoner was liable to a penalty of £10 for his neglect. The prisoner, in his defence said, there 

were thirteen shints running over a distance of 400 yards, and it was impossible for him to keep his 

eye on them all at the same time. He was, however, quite positive that he had put it right, and that if 

it was otherwise some person must have lifted it. Mr Maude inquired if any person could have 

moved the shint without the prisoner seeing him. The inspector said it was not possible. The 

prisoner said he had too many shints to attend to, and that on the Manchester and Liverpool line no 

one man had half so many to mind. Several witnesses were called on behalf of the company who 
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proved that the prisoner had command of the whole of the shints, and might see if any person 

moved them. In their opinion the prisoner was chargeable with neglect. Mr Maude observed that as 

such omissions of duty on the part of the railway company’s servants might lead to very serious 

results; he thought it was the duty of the Court to mark its disapprobation of such neglect. The 

prisoner was ordered to pay 40/- fine or undergo one month’s imprisonment. (From Courier, 19 

December 1840) (Railway Times, 26 December 1840) 

A public meeting was held on Wednesday 23rd December 1840 at Elland to attempt to persuade the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway to build a station at that place. (Manchester Guardian, 30 December 

1840) 
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1841. 
January  

The directors of the Bolton and Preston Railway made a trip on Thursday, 24th December 1840 for 

the inspection of the line, fixing the stations, etc., in preparation for the opening scheduled for 28th

January 1841. The previous day, Wednesday, 23rd December 1840 a Lincolnshire (sic) engine passed 

over the line from Rawlinson Bridge to Manchester for the first time. (Manchester Guardian, 30 

December 1840; Railway Times, 9 January 1841) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway was completed throughout with the exception of Summit tunnel 

on Thursday, 31st December 1840. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1841) 

On Thursday, 24th December 1840 Sir Frederick Smith, the government inspector, made a trip on 

the Bolton and Preston Railway as far as Rawsthorne Bridge (sic), about 1½ miles from Chorley, and 

as far as the railway is completed, for the purpose of making the requisite inquiries, and reporting 

thereon, previous to the opening. He has since sent his report to the directors, and approves greatly 

of the railway; but, there being at present only one line of rails, and it being the intention of the 

company to open as far as Rawsthorne Bridge in the middle of this month, he required the 

appointment of a number of policemen, to prevent any collision. All fear, however, may be dissipated 

on this head, when it is known that the company do not intend, until the railway is in a state of 

completion, to work more than one engine. On Saturday last, 26th December 1840 about twenty 

gentlemen, directors, etc., made an experimental trip on the line as far as Rawsthorne Bridge. They 

were welcomed on the way by repeated cheers for persons assembled at the different bridges, 

particularly at Adlington station, where the Blackrod band played “See, the conquering hero comes”. 

The extensive viaduct for carrying the railway over Cowling Brook was an object of great attraction; 

and, after a minutes inspection, the directors expressed their highest satisfaction, not only with the 

workmanship, but also with the strength and beauty, of the structure. On their return to Bolton. 

The party dined together at the Swan Hotel. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1841; Railway Times, 

9 January 1841) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce a timetable of through trains between Manchester and 

Leeds commencing on and after Monday, 11th January 1841. Trains leave Manchester at 9.00am, 

11.00am, 1.00pm, 4.00pm, and leave Leeds at 7.45am, 10.00am, 12.00 noon, 2.00pm, 4.00pm. No 

Sunday service. The trains and times of starting between Manchester and Littleborough will continue 

as before. (Manchester Guardian, 9 January 1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 14th January 1841. Passengers and 

parcels, £341-0-3d; Goods and coals, £175-11- 8d. Total, £516-11-11d. (Manchester Guardian, 16 

January 1841) 

Report of an accident (on the Manchester and Leeds Railway) near Dewsbury when the engine of a 

cattle train lost power when it ran out of water. The engine was detached and sent to Brighouse 

station for water when a passenger train from Wakefield ran into the cattle train in fog. (Herapath, 

16 January 1841) 

We understand the directors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway are making arrangements for 

running their own omnibuses between Bradford and Brighouse. (Manchester Guardian, 23 January 

1841) 

Report of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting. (Railway Times, Herapath, 23 January 

1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 21st January 1841. Passengers and 

parcels, £359-9-10d; Goods and coals, £189-3-7d. Total, £548-13-5d. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

January 1841) 
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The Bolton and Preston Railway announce the opening of the railway on Thursday, 4th February 

1841 from Bolton to Rawlinson Bridge and that coaches will be provided to run from thence to 

Preston; which will enable the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway to book passengers from 

Manchester to Horwich, Blackrod, Chorley, Preston, and the intermediate places.  

Bolton and Preston Railway: times and fares 1841

Trains will depart from 
Manchester at  

8.00a
m 

2.30p
m.  

4.00p
m 

From Preston at 7.30a
m 

2.00p
m 

3.30p
m. 

Fares; 1st

class 
2nd

class 
Manchester to Horwich and 
Blackrod 

4/- 2/6

to Rawlinson Bridge. 5/- 3/6
to Preston 7/6 4/-.

(Manchester Guardian, 30 January 1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending, 28th January 1841. Passengers and 

parcels, £352-3-2d; Goods and coals, £213-12- 0½d. Total, £563-17-2½d. (Manchester Guardian, 30 

January 1841) 

The half yearly meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway was held at the Swan Hotel, Bolton on 

Wednesday last, 27th January 1841. It was reported that the line, as far as Nightingale Bridge, near 

Chorley, nine miles and a quarter from Bolton, is now completed, and will be opened on Monday 

next, 1st February 1841, for the conveyance of passengers, etc., from Manchester and Bolton to that 

place, and thence by coach to Chorley and Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 30 January 1841) 

February 
The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce the alteration of trains on and after Thursday, 

4th February 1841. 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway: 1841 Timetable

From Manchester From Bolton
7.00am stopping at stations 7.00am
8.00am stopping at Moses 

Gate only 
8.00am

9.00am stopping at 
Stoneclough only 

9.30am

11.00am stopping at stations 11.00am
12.30pm stopping at stations 12.30pm
2.30pm stopping at 

Stoneclough only 
2.00pm

4.00pm stopping at 
Stoneclough only 

4.00pm

5.00pm stopping at stations 5.00pm
6.00pm stopping at Moses 

Gate only 
6.30pm

7.00pm stopping at stations 7.00pm
7.30pm stopping at stations 7.30pm

Sunday service as before

Passengers carried from Manchester to Chorley and Preston and intermediate places by the 8.00am; 

2.30pm; 4.30pm trains.  

(Manchester Guardian, 30 January 1841) 
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On Wednesday morning a fire broke out in one of the trucks of Messrs Carver & Sons, carriers on 

the Manchester and Leeds Railway; and goods to a considerable amount were destroyed. The truck 

formed part of the morning train from Leeds and the fire was discovered when it had got about five 

miles from Leeds; but not in time to save the property, which consisted of stuff goods and fine 

woollen cloths of the weight of five tons. The accident is supposed to have been occasioned by the 

falling of a spark from the engine chimney. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 1841) 

Comment on the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting report. (Railway Times, 6 February 

1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 10thFebruary 1841. Passengers and 

parcels, £337-12-11d; Goods and coals, £171-13-11½d. Total, £509-6-10½d. (Manchester Guardian, 

13 February 1841) 

Parties willing to contract for excavating about one million cubic yards of dredging, one hundred 

thousand cubic yards of spade excavation, and fifty thousand cubic yards of rubble stone tide weirs 

(in aid of which a dredger, pontoons, etc., will be furnished to the contractor), are requested to 

inspect the plans, sections, specifications, and stipulations at Captain Denham’s office, Fleetwood, on 

Monday, 22nd instant. (Manchester Guardian, 13 February 1841) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce the timetable for the service to commence on 1st

March 1841. (Manchester Guardian; Herapath, 20 February 1841) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for collecting and carting twist bales from different 

export merchants warehouses and convey them to Oldham Road station, Manchester. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 February 1841) 

At a meeting of the Salford Police Commissioners held on Wednesday, 24th February 1841 it was 

resolved “that a committee be appointed to inquire as to the intention of the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway to commence the intended extension of the railway through Salford, and that 

they be empowered to adopt such measures relative thereto as they may deem expedient.” 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 February 1841) 

March 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway was opened throughout on Monday, 1st March 1841 when a 

special train conveying directors and friends left Manchester at 9.20am. The train consisted of two 

carriages of different construction to the normal. Each was 18 feet long, 7 feet wide and 6 feet 6 

inches high from the floor, and each had a central compartment seven feet square, the ends being 

open giving a gondola effect. The interior of the compartment was fitted with mahogany sofas lined 

with crimson plush and trimmed with silk glyph. Above the seating the walls were fitted with mirrors 

across which silk curtains could be drawn. The two open compartments had waterproof curtains to 

protect the passengers during inclement weather. The second carriage, Tourist, was very similar to 

the first but with different fittings. Both carriages, built by Mr Mellor, of Greenheys, were an 

experiment and fares for them were as for first class. Frequent stops were made before Summit 

where a band joined the train and a second at Ossett. The train continued to Normanton and then 

returned to Wakefield where a luncheon was prepared in the goods station. Two hours later the 

return was made arriving at Sowerby at 3.25pm and Manchester at 4.45pm. Ordinary traffic had 

begun earlier in the morning and the first goods train to pass through the tunnel was hauled by a 

Sharp Roberts engine. (Manchester Guardian, 3 March1841) 

The large new and splendid dry dock at Goole; one of the largest in England, is now completed and 

will be opened on Monday, 1st March 1841 by the splendid steam boat, Emerald Isle, and to be 

succeeded by the Sirius and Juno, two of the largest steam boats in the kingdom, now waiting at 

Goole. The Sirius is the first steam packet that crossed the Atlantic to America. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 March1841) 
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At the half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway held on Wednesday, 3rd March 1841 

it was stated that more than five hundred wagons, costing about £50,000, and sixteen locomotives 

were on order. A locomotive establishment would require workshops and the necessary tools to 

allow the company to repair and maintain its own stock. The total number of passengers carried 

during the six months to 31st December 1840 was 401,833. The engineers reported that the 

majority of the arches beneath the viaduct at Manchester would be available for warehouse 

accommodation and a wagon hoist would be provided for access to either the arches themselves or 

to the extensive company owned land. A single hoist was capable of transferring over a thousand 

tons per day. By using this system goods and passenger traffic could be completely separated. Work 

on the Heywood branch was continuing favourably and it was expected to be ready for opening 

during April 1841. (Manchester Guardian, 6 March1841; Herapath 13 March1841; Railway Times 13 

& 20 March1841) 

A carriage for the Leeds Railway has just been completed, from designs by the chief superintendent, 

Captain Laws, RN, and built by Messrs Melling and Son, coachbuilders, Greenheys […] the body is 

18 feet long by 7 feet wide and built after the Italian gondolas, with a centre compartment 8 feet 

long by 7 feet wide and 6 feet 6 inches high; allowing parties to promenade with the head covered 

[…]. The painting is of a very superior character, the body being of a handsome lemon colour; and 

upon the panels are emblazoned the arms of Manchester, Leeds, London, York, Hull, Birmingham, 

and Derby, painted in most beautiful relief to the rich and delicate body colour. The lightness of the 

under carriage is equally characteristic with the superior accommodation of the interior. The buffing 

apparatus consists of a box of small elliptic springs, with single plates, each corner being free from 

those large and heavy buffer springs hitherto used. (Courier, in Railway Times, 20 March1841) 

Statement of the Manchester and Leeds Railway accounts. (Railway Times, 27 March1841) 

On Monday, 22nd March 1841 the engineers of the Manchester and Leeds Railway invited Mr Gooch 

to dine with them at the Albion Hotel, Manchester, for the purpose of presenting him an elegant 

service of plate, as a testimonial to his professional abilities, and a grateful acknowledgement of the 

kindness and courtesy of his conduct. (Manchester Guardian, 27 March1841; Railway Times, 3 April 

1841, from Manchester Courier) 

A fatal accident occurred on the Manchester and Leeds Railway on Friday, 26th March 1841 when 

the 4.00pm passenger train from Manchester was being assisted in the rear by the engine Humber. 

The train was well loaded and in addition there were four goods wagons. The engine Humber, in the 

charge of Charles Innes, foreman in the locomotive department, had banked the train to within a 

mile of Mills Hill and was returning “wrong line” towards Manchester. Meanwhile a luggage train was 

following the passenger train and when in Moston cutting the driver saw the light engine barely two 

hundred yards away. He immediately reversed steam and applied the brakes but a collision was 

inevitable and he, James Smith, was thrown from the engine but was not apparently seriously injured. 

The fireman of the Humber foreseeing the collision had climbed on the tender and laid down, he was 

injured but the driver died later of his injuries. The tender of Humber was badly damaged to the 

extent of about £250. The goods train was able to proceed two hours later. The 5.00pm, 6.30pm 

and 7.30pm passenger trains were delayed until 8.00pm when all four trains were combined into a 

single train and proceeded on their way. The action of Charles Innes was contrary to the company 

rules issued to all staff. Every locomotive shall pass along the proper line of road which is invariably 

to be the left hand of the permanent way either going from or returning to Manchester. Any 

engineman disobeying this order will be immediately discharged and will be subject to punishment 

under Lord Seymour’s Act. (Manchester Guardian, 31 March1841) 

April 
About nine o’clock on Monday evening last, 29th March 1841, a boy, who is an apprentice to one of 

the men employed in the engine shed at the Manchester station of the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway, got upon an engine which had just come with a luggage train from Leeds, and had been left 
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by the enginemen in an improper state, the steam not having been let off. Probably not 

understanding the engine, the boy set it in motion, and it darted forward broke through the wall of 

the shed, and fell a height of about twenty feet into a field below, where it was deeply embedded in 

clay. It lay there until about six o’clock yesterday morning, when it was got out, and it appeared that 

the damage done to it was very trifling, probably not amounting to more than £25. The boy got off 

the engine, no one knows how, and has not since been heard of. Both he and the fireman are, we 

believe, amenable to Lord Seymour’s Act for the regulation of railways. (Manchester Guardian, 31 

March1841; Railway Times, 10 April 1841) 

The directors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway are making astonishing efforts to complete the 

carrying (goods) arrangements in Manchester. No fewer than twelve of the arches are now occupied 

by various carriers, and completely fitted up with every convenience to enable them to transport 

goods on the line. The directors have spared no expense, and to avoid the never ending labour that 

must have occurred in hoisting up by hand-cranes the immense quantities of goods that are now 

despatched, a steam engine has been erected for that purpose  [but, instead of raising each single 

bale or cask, a wagon is loaded beneath, with its full complements of goods, pack-sheeted, etc., 

ready to start for its destination in a moment], by which the loaded wagon is raised, and placed in 

less than a minute on the railway. The passengers going or arriving by the railway will thus be saved 

from the bustle and annoyance that must have attended the incessant loading and unloading of 

trucks and, it may be added, from great danger. (Railway Times, 3 April 1841) 

Report of a presentation to T L Gooch, Manchester and Leeds Railway engineer. (From Manchester 

Courier) (Railway Times, 3 April 1841) 

Mr Wyndam Harding to be appointed resident engineer for the Oldham branch at £300 per annum. 

Mr Gooch requested to consider whether this is necessary, or whether Mr Cawley can be made 

available now that the Heywood branch is completed. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 5 

April 1841) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce a new timetable on and after Monday, 12th April 1841. 

(Manchester Guardian, 10 April 1841; Herapath, Railway Times, 17 April 1841) 

No movement has taken place in Summit tunnel since completion. Mr Gooch reported eleven 

contracts now measured up, and the other ten should be done by 30th June 1841. He recommended 

that the measurements in Summit tunnel be continued for some time longer. Measurements of other 

tunnels and bridges were taken about every two months, but no movement had been found in any of 

them. After consulting with Mr Stephenson, Mr Gooch suggested alternatives for working the incline 

on the Oldham branch; 1. Two locomotives attached to a rope passing over a wheel; 2. A single line 

of rails and a double stationary engine. He estimated the cost of this branch to be £45,000. 

Mr Gill reported that the Heywood branch would be ready for opening by Wednesday next, 14th 

April 1841. Resolved, that the directors proceed by the 1.30pm train on Wednesday next along the 

branch line to Heywood. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 12 April 1841) 

The Heywood branch railway was opened for traffic on Thursday, 15th April 1841. Arrangements 

made for hauling the carriages in the meantime by horses. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 

19 April 1841) 

Passing along the North Union Railway line, the other day, we were agreeably surprised to find that 

considerable progress had been made in the formation of the Bolton and Preston Railway towards 

its junction with the North Union Railway at Euxton. We have since visited different parts of the 

works on the Bolton line, and are enabled to state that the operations in every part of it are being 

carried forward with all possible activity and despatch. (Manchester Guardian, 28 April 1841) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 1 May 1841) 
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Progress report on the Bolton and Preston Railway. (Railway Times, 1 May 1841) 

Additional coaches have been put on by the Bolton and Preston Railway which leave Preston at half 

past ten every morning, Sunday excepted, meeting the eleven o’clock train from Manchester at 

Rawlinson Bridge, so that passengers may now got through to Preston by any of the four trains daily. 

A coach for Southport leaves Rawlinson Bridge every day, except Sunday, on the arrival of the 

eleven o’clock train from Manchester and Bolton, and returns from Southport at half past eight in 

the morning. Passengers booked through either way. (Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1841) 

May 
Pickford & Company respectfully inform their friends and the public that they have made 

arrangements with the Manchester and Leeds and Midland Counties Railway Companies which will 

enable them to deliver goods in London and Manchester punctually on the second morning, thereby 

avoiding the delays consequent upon having to re-load their goods at Birmingham, when sent by the 

Grand Junction Railway. All goods intended for railway should be delivered to Pickford’s & Co. 

before ten o’clock, pm. (Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1841) 

Henry Houldsworth, Esq. of this town has taken out a patent for railway carriages, which are 

intended to combine the pleasantness of an open with the comforts of a closed carriage. The object 

is accomplished by covering the carriage, either wholly or in part, with metallic wire gauze, cloth, 

cloth, or net, of a texture sufficiently close to break the force of the wind, and destroy the violence 

of the currents produced by rapid motion through it; and also to impede the entrance of the 

particles of coke dust emitted by the locomotive engine chimney, and yet not materially to obstruct 

the view of external objects. The wire gauze recommended is of copper wires 1/100th of an inch in 

diameter, woven with about thirty wires to the inch. (Manchester Guardian, 5 May 1841) 

The Halifax deputation who received an engagement from the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

directors to make a branch line to the town have given the company a notice requiring them to 

make the branch. (Manchester Guardian, 5 May 1841) 

The little town of Fleetwood is rapidly rising into importance. A most magnificent hotel has been 

lately erected there. Steamers from Fleetwood ply daily across Morecombe Bay to Ulverston; and 

steamers to the Isle of Man and Belfast are about to commence running. To Scotland there is the 

celebrated steam ship, Fire King (considered the fastest now afloat), which starts from Fleetwood for 

Ardrossan (Glasgow), every Tuesday and Thursday evening. (Manchester Guardian, 12 May 1841) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway announce the alteration of trains on and after Wednesday, 26th May 

1841.  

Bolton and Preston Railway timetable 1841

Trains will 
depart 
from 
Mancheste
r at  

8.15am
, 

11.00am, 2.15pm
,  

6.00pm
;  

from Rawlinson Bridge by coach to Preston
Trains to 
Bolton at  

9.15am
,  

12.00 
noon, 

3.15pm
,  

7.00pm

From 
Bolton at  

8.45am
,  

11.30am,
; 

2.45pm
.  

6.30pm

From 
Preston by 
coach at  

7.50am
, 

10.30am, 2.00pm
,  

5.30pm

Sunday 7.45am 5.45pm
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service 
from 
Mancheste
r at 
from 
Bolton 

8.30am 6.30pm

from 
Rawlinson 
Bridge to 
Bolton and 
Mancheste
r 

9.00am 7.00pm

(Manchester Guardian, 22 May 1841) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway invite tenders for the tunnel contract. (Manchester Guardian, 22 May 

1841) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce alteration of trains on and after Wednesday, 

26th. May 1841.  

From Manchester to Bolton; 1st class trains stopping at Stoneclough only, 8.15am, 11.00am, 2.15pm, 

5.00pm, 6.00pm; 2nd class trains stopping at all stations, 7.15am*, 10.00am, 12.45pm*, 4.00pm, 

7.30pm*.  

Bolton to Manchester; 1st class trains stopping at Stoneclough only, 7.15am, 9.00am, 10.00am, 

12.45pm, 4.00pm, 6.00pm; 2nd class trains stopping at all stations, 8.00am *, 11.00am, 2.15pm *, 

5.00pm, 7.45pm *.  

Sunday service from Manchester, 2nd class trains, 7.30am, 5.45pm; from Bolton, 2nd class trains, 

9.30am, 7.30pm.  

Fares; 1st class coaches, 2/6d; 2nd class coaches, 1/6d; open wagons which are only attached to trains 

marked * 1/-.  

On Sundays, 1st class 2/6d, 2nd class 1/-. 

From Manchester to Horwich and Blackrod and Rawlinson Bridge and thence by coach to Chorley 

and Preston depart Manchester, 1st class trains, 8.15am, 11.00am, 2.15pm, 6.00pm. 

Great facilities are also offered by this route for passengers to Fleetwood, Blackpool and the Lakes. 

During the summer season passengers are conveyed by the eleven o’clock train and by coaches 

meeting it at Rawlinson Bridge to Southport. 

Bolton and Blackburn Railway: sample fares 1841

Fares 1st

class 
2nd

class 
To Horwich and 
Blackrod 

4   
0 

2   6

Rawlinson Bridge 5   
0 

3   0

Clayton Green 6   
6 

4   0

Bamber Bridge 7   
0 

4   6

Preston 7   
6 

5   0

Southport 10 7   0
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0
Note coaches run from Bolton to Blackburn in conjunction with the 7.30am and 5.00pm trains. 

N.B. First and second class carriages will be attached to the whole of the trains. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 May 1841) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway timetable alterations on and after Tuesday, 1st June 1841. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1841; Herapath and Railway Times, 5 June 1841) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the formation of the Oldham branch railway. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1841; Herapath, 19 June 1841) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce special trains for the Manchester Races at 

Agecroft every half hour from 11.30am until 4.00pm from New Bailey Street and returning as soon 

as the races are over each day until the ground is cleared. (Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 22nd May 1841. Passengers and 

parcels, £398-18-5½d; Goods and coals, £191-11-10d. Total, £590-10-3½d. (Manchester Guardian, 

29 May 1841) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 24th May 1841. Passengers, £2,124 

February 0d; general merchandise, tolls and parcels, £1,135-15-0d; Livestock, £65-05-11d. Total, 

£3,325-02-11d. Passengers, 16,798. (Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1841) 

June 
A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 3rd June 1841 to 

consider and authorise the company to borrow a sum or sums of money. That only forty 

shareholders attended the meeting was a matter of regret to the chairman. Included in the 

discussion was the statement that the Heywood branch had been completed since the last meeting 

at a cost of £10,000 including “a little station”. The Oldham branch had been surveyed by Messrs 

Stephenson and Gooch, and tenders had been advertised, it was expected to be completed within 

six months. (Manchester Guardian, 9 June 1841; Railway Times, 5 June 1841; Herapath, 12 June 

1841) 

The Oldham station of the Manchester and Leeds Railway will be erected betwixt Manchester Street 

and Lyon Mill; the entire line of its course from Lyon Mill Road to its junction with the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway, near Lane End, in Chadderton, has been marked out. The inhabitants of Oldham 

are extremely anxious that the directors should cause the trains to pass betwixt Oldham and 

Manchester without stopping; if they should do this all competition with the coaches must cease. 

(Railway Times, from Manchester Courier, 19 June 1841) 

The letting of the Oldham branch railway postponed in order that the accommodation bridges may be 

included. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 21 June 1841) 

We understand that the managers of the Fleetwood Railway Company have at length succeeded in 

making satisfactory arrangements for the erection of a pier on Roa Island, and that, all impediments 

being removed, the work will be forthwith commenced; so that, in a very short time, the steamers 

will be able to ply constantly between that place and Fleetwood, and land their passengers at any 

hour of the day. (Manchester Guardian, 23 June 1841; Railway Times, 24 July 1841) 

July 
Notice of the incorporation of the Bolton and Preston Railway, Harbour and Dock Company. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 July 1841) 
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Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 28th June 1841. Passengers and parcels, 

£2,605-07-7d; Merchandise, etc., £1,465-02-7d. Total, £4,070-10-2d. (Manchester Guardian, 3 July 

1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 1st July 1841. Passengers and 

parcels, £332-16-5d; Goods and coals, £175-9-7d. Total, £507-16-5d. (Manchester Guardian, 3 July 

1841) 

Thirteen tenders received for the Oldham branch railway ranging from £12,268 to £19,866. Mr 

Gooch’s estimate £16,000. The tender of Messrs. A Graham and G Smith, £12,268, was accepted.

(Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 5 July 1841) 

On Thursday the 1st instant 1841 the Manchester and Leeds Railway received an application for a 

number of tickets from Leeds to Wakefield […]. Mr Edmundson, who fills the situation of check 

clerk to the Manchester and Leeds Railway, and who is the inventor of a very peculiar machine for 

printing tickets, went from Manchester to Leeds the same day to make arrangements with the 

parties, who were anxious to have the tickets provided by the following day. He returned the same 

night. The printing commenced at half past eight o’clock the following morning. Eight thousand 

tickets were printed in consecutive order; which the machine arranges as it prints them; and Mr 

Edmundson left Manchester with the tickets by the half past eleven o’clock train, and arrived in 

Leeds by half past two o’clock. On Monday last (the day of the nomination for the election) 16,000 

passengers were conveyed on the line, without confusion, or the slightest accident to anyone. 

(Manchester Guardian, 10 July 1841) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of a large warehouse in brick or 

stone at the Manchester station; for building a workshop for the repairs of carriages and waggons; for 

the erection of a brick or stone wall round the goods station at Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 10 

July 1841) 

The construction of the Oldham branch railway was let on Monday last to Messrs. Smith; and, in the 

course of a fortnight, the works are to be in full operation. The principal part of the line will be an 

embankment, and the upper portion, for a short distance, will be an excavation. The bank over 

Stockbrook valley will be of a great height, and a viaduct has been spoken of at that point. 

(Manchester Guardian, 21 July 1841; Railway Times, 24 July 1841) 

The Oldham branch railway contract let to Messrs. Graham and Smith, of Bristol, for £14,000 to be 

completed within five months. A delay to the start of the work occurred because of some difficulties 

in getting possession of the land. The railway will extend from Lane End, Chadderton, to Lyon Mill 

Road, Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 24 July 1841) 

The expense to the Post Office of sending mail bags by rail forms a serious item as to cause the 

authorities to defer carrying out the plan generally until some arrangements can be entered into for 

conveying them at a less cost. The Manchester and Leeds Railway has, indeed, already set an 

example in this respect; since, we are informed, it merely charges the letter bags according to 

weight, and a second class fare for the guard who has them in his possession. (Railway Times, 24 July 

1841) 

Report of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting. (Herapath, Railway Times, 24 July 1841) 

At the half yearly meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway it was stated that “the improved 

means of communication with Leeds and Hull […] consequent on the opening of the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway is expected to bring the occasion of business to this company”. (Manchester 

Guardian, 31 July 1841) 

Work on the Oldham branch railway started on Thursday, 29 July 1841. (Manchester Guardian, 31 

July 1841) 
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August 
The report of the Bolton and Preston Railway stated that since the partial opening of the railway on 

4th February last 1841 to the 30th June 1841 the total number of passengers conveyed amounted to 

27,718 of whom 23,592 were railway passengers,, and the total amount received for passengers and 

parcels was £2,387-3-5d. (Manchester Guardian, 4 August 1841) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 2nd August 1841. Passengers and parcels, 

£2,892-18-4; merchandise, etc., £2,167-3-3d. Total, £5,061-1-7d. (Manchester Guardian, 7 August 

1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 2nd August 1841. Passengers and 

parcels, £462-14-5d; goods and coals, £175-8-2d. Total, £638-2-7d. (Manchester Guardian, 7 August 

1841) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway. (Herapath, 7 August 1841) 

Notice; To be sold by private contract upon the Heywood branch of the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway the following valuable railway materials, implements and other effects, the whole of which 

are in excellent repair; the property of Messrs. Thomson and Turner, railway contractors, who have 

finished their contract, comprising 80 2½ yards earth waggons, with 2 feet wheels and 3¼ inch 

axles; 70 tons of iron rails 28lbs to the yard, with chairs to suit, 7lbs each; 4,000 larch sleepers, 7 

feet 6 inches long, and 7 inches through at the smaller end, many of which are nearly new, and will 

be found suitable for coal pit props and other purposes; a large quantity of 3 inch wheeling planks, 

and a large quantity of other railway materials and effects required in the construction and formation 

of railway works; the whole of which are lying on the Heywood branch railway aforementioned and 

contiguous to the Rochdale Canal. (Manchester Guardian, 14 August 1841) 

 Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 9th August 1841. Passengers, parcels and 

mails (two weeks), £3,342-11-5d; merchandise, etc., £1,739-19-8d. Total, £5,082-11-1d. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 August 1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 12th August 1841. Passengers and 

parcels, £404-9-10d; goods and coals, £207-9-1d. Total, £611-18-11d. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

August 1841) 

Mr Gooch reports that Graham and Smith “do not manifest much knowledge of their business, which 

makes him begin to doubt their ability to complete their contract (the Oldham branch railway) 

without some difficulty”. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 16 August 1841) 

Discussion on the extension to Hunts Bank. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 23 August 

1841) 

On Monday last, 23rd August 1841, as the train which leaves Rawlinson Bridge (the temporary 

station of the Bolton and Preston Railway), at half past three, pm, was near its destination, at 

Manchester, the passengers were greatly alarmed by observing the engineer and fireman jump off the 

engine; the train of course proceeding at its usual speed when at this part of its journey, and no 

means being apparent of arresting its progress, until it came in contact with the buildings of the 

station house. Fortunately, by the help of the break applied by the guard, and with the aid of the 

porters and others, who, perceiving, the fearful position of the train, ran along throwing obstacles on 

the rails, -- the course of the carriages was so far arrested as to enable an engineman to mount the 

engine and take the direction (?).  

On arriving at the station, in New Bailey Street, the passengers, naturally anxious to ascertain what 

the danger could be, which induced the engineer and fireman to leave them in that perilous position, 

while the train was proceeding, ascertained (as well as the courtesy of the manager would enable 
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them) the circumstances to have been thus; That a loaded waggon had, by great negligence, been left 

upon the rails on which the train was approaching, but owing to the curved nature of the line at that 

place the engineer was unable to perceive the danger until close upon it; he immediately warned the 

men about the waggons by sounding his whistle, but fearing that their efforts to remove the waggon 

in time would be ineffectual, he shut off steam, and together with the fireman, jumped off the engine. 

Happily the men were enabled to move the waggon just in time, else the concussion would have 

been most disastrous, but a barrel of flour, we believe, remained, which was dashed to atoms by the 

train. It was, however, a situation of great alarm to the passengers, to see themselves abandoned by 

the engineer while the train was on its course, and it is hoped that the negligence of those who 

allowed the waggon to remain on the line at a time when a train was expected, will not escape the 

notice of the directors. (Manchester Guardian, 25 August 1841)  

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Birmingham Railway was held on Thursday, 26th

August 1841. It was asked whether any steps had been taken by the directors to effect a junction 

with other lines in Manchester. The Liverpool and Manchester  and Manchester and Leeds 

companies had a bill before Parliament for the purpose of making a line to join the two lines in the 

town. In reply it was stated that no steps had been taken for twelve months and that the times were 

such as not to be encouraging to any new schemes. A shareholder said that the latest scheme was 

for a tunnel from Store Street to the Leeds station near the old church. It was generally agreed that 

before the company laid out any more money they should have some returns on that already laid 

out. (Manchester Guardian, 1 September 1841) 

September 
Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 30th August 1841. Passengers, parcels and 

mails, £3,094-14-11d; merchandise, etc., £1,972-2-5d. Total, £5,066-17-4d. (Manchester Guardian, 4 

September 1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 2nd September 1841. Passengers 

and parcels, £456-3-4d; goods and coals, £179-5-1d. Total, £653-8-5d. (Manchester Guardian, 4 

September 1841) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway beg to inform the public, that, on the St Leger Day, Tuesday, the 

14th September 1841 and the Cup Day, Thursday the 16th. a special train will leave the Manchester 

station, Oldham Road, at six o’clock in the morning, for Swinton, distant 8 miles from Doncaster, 

where coaches and boats meet trains. 

Railway fares; First class, 12s; Second class, 7s 6d; Third class, 6s. Coach fares 2s; Boat fares 1s. 

To prevent delay and confusion in returning, parties may be furnished with tickets to convey them 

to Swinton and back the same day. 

Gentlemen taking their own carriages or horses may leave Manchester by the regular train at seven 

o’clock, having their horses and carriages at the station half an hour before the train starts. 

The special train will leave Swinton for Manchester on the above days at eight o’clock in the evening. 

The Tourist and Gondola carriages will go in the special trains, at first class fares. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 September 1841) 

A sub-post office has been this week opened at Littleborough, receiving and despatching bags to 

Manchester and Rochdale twice a day, by the mail trains now stopping for that purpose. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 September 1841) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 16th September 

1841. It was stated that the continued indisposition of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway to 

proceed with the connecting line, together with the unfavourable state of the times and the serious 
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inconvenience which would be caused to the proprietors, by calling upon them for any large amount 

of capital, under the great depression which has taken place, during the last half year, in the market 

value of the stock of this company, have combined to deter the directors from submitting to the 

shareholders on the present occasion, any proposition for the immediate commencement of the 

works upon the extension line to Hunts Bank. But as the powers of the company to purchase land 

expire in July next (unless their renewal should be obtained) some positive decision has become 

unavoidable. As the question at present stands, the directors have reason to believe, the project of the 

junction line round the southern side of the town is virtually abandoned; and that the only point at 

issue is the sufficiency of the through traffic to afford adequate remuneration for the outlay.  

The opening of the Manchester and Leeds Railway has been looked to by the directors of the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway as being likely to afford a basis, on which to found their 

calculations for the solution of this question; but it has long been the opinion of your directors, that 

no result obtained from the traffic between the lines, while disconnected, will ever afford that 

degree of certainty of success which the very cautious policy of the Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway seems to require. For the question is not so much as to be the amount of the existing traffic 

through Manchester, as to the amount which would be diverted into this channel by a continuous 

railway communication. This can only be determined by actual experience; but, from the immense 

extent of the intercourse known to subsist between Liverpool and the populous districts on the line 

of the Manchester and Leeds Railway the result may, in the opinion of this board, be as certainly 

inferred and relied upon as any data on which such works are usually undertaken. In pursuance 

therefore, of their powers under the act, the directors have determined to proceed with the 

purchase of the remainder of the land required for this purpose; by which means they will secure for 

this company the power of forming a direct communication with the Old River Company, in case 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway shall allow their own powers to expire unexercised. The 

advantage of this connection with the water conveyance to Liverpool would be, in the opinion of 

your directors, inferior only to those of a direct railway communication; in proof of which they 

would refer the proprietors to the recent introduction of an improved class of boats upon the old 

river, and experiment that appears hitherto to have been attended with complete success. 

(Manchester Guardian, 18 September 1841; Herapath and Railway Times, 25 September 1841) 

October 
Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 27th September 1841. Passengers, parcels 

and mails, £2,956-17-8d; Merchandise, etc. £1,927-03-2d. Total, £4,884-0-10d. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 October 1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 30th September 1841. Passengers 

and parcels, £409-15-3d; Goods and coals, £198-11-2d. Total, £608-6-5d. (Manchester Guardian, 2 

October 1841) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway give notice, that they now carry goods imported into or exported 

from Fleetwood […] from thence to Poulton, Kirkham and Preston […]. No charge will be made 

for wharfage, and the use of the cranes on any goods landed at the company’s wharfs, if proceeding 

by railway to the aforementioned places, or to anywhere beyond Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 16 

October 1841) 

The half yearly meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway was held on Thursday, 12th October 

1841. It was stated that from 1st April to 1st October 107,920 passengers were carried. The steamer 

“Empress” plied daily to the Lakes. The commerce of Fleetwood had increased so much that a dock 

for large vessels was a necessity. The iron facing of the wharf and a pier for landing cattle at all tides 

had been completed. (Manchester Guardian, Herapath and Railway Times, 16 October 1841) 
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November 
On Tuesday, 2nd November 1841 one of the Old Quay Company flats, the “Lingard”, was towed by 

the “Jack Sharp” from Throstle Nest to Victoria Bridge amid loud cheers from crowds gathered on 

each bridge. “Lingard” was loaded with sixty tons of oats and was accompanied by another vessel, 

loaded “Mary”, loaded with cotton bales belonging to the New Quay Company. The wharf was on 

the Salford side of the river. The Old Quay Company stated that the extension to Hunts Bank was 

necessary for the conveyance of passengers and goods from the Leeds railway station to the 

Liverpool and Grand Junction railway station avoiding the crowded town. (Manchester Guardian, 3 

November 1841) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway traffic returns, week ending 1st November 1841. Passengers, parcels 

and mails, £2,334-1-1d; Merchandise, etc., £1,815-13-11d. Total, £4,149-15-0d. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 November 1841) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway traffic returns, week ending 4th November, 1841. Passengers 

and parcels, £400-5-11d; Goods and coals, £222-2-1d. Total, £622-8-0d. (Manchester Guardian, 6 

November 1841) 

Messrs. Graham and Smith have agreed to relinquish the Oldham branch contract. (Manchester and 

Leeds Railway Minutes, 11 November 1841) 

Mr Gooch has agreed with Mr G Thomson and Messrs. Harding and Cropper on a list of prices on 

which they will undertake to complete the earthwork and permanent way of the Oldham branch. The 

new contractors “will commence operations this day”. The masonry not yet let. (Manchester and 

Leeds Railway Minutes, 15 November 1841) 

The works on the Bolton and Preston Railway are progressing favourably. The line to Chorley will 

be opened on 23rd December 1841. The contractor for the tunnel at Chorley is using great 

exertions, and there is no doubt but the whole line will be completed and opened to the public in 

September next. Some conception of the magnitude of the work at the tunnel may be formed when 

we state that seven steam engines have been found necessary to work the pumps, having a power of 

nearly 60 horses. The last dry weather has had an exceedingly good effect, the quantity of water 

being much less in consequence. The dimensions of the tunnel will be 20 feet by 22 feet 6 inches, in 

length about 300 yards. A portion of the permanent rails are already laid on the line from the tunnel 

to the junction with the North Union Railway at Euxton. (Manchester Guardian, 17 November 

1841; Railway Times, 20 November 1841) 

We understand that the steep incline at Oldham on the Manchester and Leeds Railway is to be 

worked in a rather novel way, that is, by an up and down train, connected by a wire rope, passing 

over a 17 feet drum, or sheave, at the top, and worked by a locomotive to each. This will be nearly 

equivalent to working by locomotive upon a level. (Herapath, 27 November 1841) 

December 
Facts and observations on the Manchester and Leeds Railway four and six wheeled engines by John 

Herapath. (Herapath, 4 December 1841) 

(Herapath) felt honoured in having the “Gondola” put on, and a seat in it. This is a carriage  peculiar 

to the Manchester and Leeds Railway. It consists of a middle room, or body tastefully fitted up, to 

contain about 10 or 12 persons, with glass windows and half glass doors, by which a perfect view is 

obtained […]. Before and behind it are open areas, in which the parties may walk about […]. Mr 

Houldsworth’s carriage, called the “Tourist” is another vehicle for the purpose of viewing the scenery 

[…] a spacious carriage for a party of 20 or 30 devoted to a pleasurable excursion […]. Passengers 

for short distances are carried at disproportionately low fares in the stand-up wagons […]. To all 

carriages of this line I perceive long wooden fenders, or steps, are fitted. I am informed they have 

been in use from the first, or above two years, and that they have, in more instances than one, 
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experienced their beneficial effects in preventing accidents. (Long report) (Herapath, 4 December 

1841) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 23rd December 1841 

to consider whether to continue with the extension of the Manchester and Leeds line to Hunts 

Bank. It was thought to be disadvantageous to the company to hold up land purchase; the 

compulsory powers expire in June 1842. Since the last meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway have not progressed further. The project originated in July 

1838 when the two companies met.  

The Liverpool and Manchester  and Leeds Company confirmed in a letter to the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway their interest in the project and that they were willing to enter into preliminary 

negotiations. On 31st July they reported the project to their proprietors stating that it would receive 

their attention. In September, after making arrangements with the Manchester and Leeds Railway, 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway entered negotiations with the Manchester Bolton and Bury 

Railway over whose line part of the projected line was to pass. The Bolton Company replied on 22nd

October with plans and estimates of the junction and estimates of traffic. In November it was 

necessary that notices be posted of the proposed application to Parliament, which the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway decided on and did as required.  

The Manchester and Leeds Company, on the other hand, were in some difficulties over the 

estimates of traffic on a railway not yet opened. The Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, at this time, 

seemed in some difficulties coming to an agreement with the Bolton Company. As originally 

proposed by the Manchester and Leeds Railway the plan was for the Manchester and Leeds 

Company to build a line to Hunts Bank, for the Bolton Company to extend their line also to Hunts 

Bank and for the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway to connect from their line to the Bolton line.  

The Liverpool and Manchester  Railway then objected to this and suggested that they construct the 

whole of the western section and the Bolton company pay tolls for usage. Settlement was not 

finalised when the parties went to Parliament. Mr Gill, of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, 

proposed that the companies agree to complete the junction in two years, but the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway replied on 4th March 1839 that they could not enter such an agreement. On 

19th March the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway bill was read a second time; they also requested 

estimates of traffic from the Manchester and Leeds Railway. Mr Stanway, who had been employed by 

the Manchester and Leeds Company to make estimates for their original act, was again engaged to 

provide estimates for the junction line and a copy was sent to the Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway on 23rd March. Mr Gill received a letter from the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway on 25th. 

March pointing out several queries which they required further explanation. They added that two or 

three largely interested proprietors in the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway had, in conference 

with the directors, intimated that they required more definite and conclusive information of the 

remuneration likely to be derived from the junction line. The Manchester and Leeds Railway 

received a reply, on 30th March, from the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway to their explanations, 

stating that some of the misconceptions had been cleared up.  

The Manchester and Leeds company received a letter on 9th April from Mr Loch, representative of 

the Duke of Bridgewater interest in the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, containing a letter to 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway board calling their attention to a junction railway to the 

south of the town and that he believed that it would be cheaper than the Hunts Bank line and more 

beneficial to the public. This communication, following so closely on the previous correspondence 

from the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, gave rise to the inference that the Duke of 

Bridgewater interest might influence the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway towards the south 

junction, later confirmed. Although the later proposition was put to both boards the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway proceeded with their bill for the northern junction.  
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In June 1839 the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway bill received Royal Assent. Notice of the 

junction was read in a report given at the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway half yearly meeting 

held in July and contained a statement of a pledge made by the directors to the one or two largely 

interested proprietors mentioned previously to bring the matter before the shareholders before 

continuing with the junction. In October the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway drew the attention 

of the Manchester and Leeds Railway board to the differences between the estimates of the two 

companies of the likely traffic. They pointed out that their information, from the Leeds and 

Liverpool and the Rochdale canals, showed a considerable difference to the estimates put forward 

by the Manchester and Leeds Railway.  

The Manchester and Leeds Company replied that the principle used by Mr Stanway was the same as 

that used by him for several other companies. He had estimated that there was traffic between 

Liverpool and Leeds amounting to 89,000 tons and by posting men at three different points on the 

Rochdale Canal in Manchester an estimated 210,000 tons passed through the town on that canal. He 

was then able to make an estimation of the total tonnage passing from Liverpool through 

Manchester to Yorkshire. The Liverpool and Manchester  Railway replied that they estimated that 

through Manchester there was 45,000 tons and over the Leeds and Liverpool Canal 17,000tons.  

There was an unsuccessful meeting to discuss the discrepancies. In January 1840 the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway published minutes referring to the subject. An extract from the minutes of the 

board of directors of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway meeting on 16th December 1839 stated 

that it appeared to the directors that after the most careful investigation the traffic on the two 

canals did not amount to half the gross tonnage estimated by the Manchester and Leeds Railway. 

They went on to state that a very large percentage of traffic on the Leeds and Liverpool Canal was 

local and did not pass the whole length. They recommended to the proprietors that the junction 

would be beneficial to both public and trade. The south junction would be worth detailed 

examination if only to afford the Manchester and Leeds Company with communication not only with 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway but also the Manchester and Birmingham Railway. They also 

decided to pause in the proceedings until a final decision was made one way or another. 

The committee, already appointed, would communicate with the Manchester and Leeds Company 

and the Bolton Company to decide the practicability of a junction between the three companies on 

the east side of the town. To the Manchester and Leeds Railway this was obviously a delaying tactic 

to hold up the project indefinitely. The Manchester and Leeds company came to the conclusion that 

the south junction would be much more expensive for the three companies than the north junction 

and also that the Bolton Company would not have as much interest as the Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway. The Liverpool and Manchester  Railway would spend £250,000 (the estimate of their 

portion of the Hunts Bank line) and they would receive adequate return from the through traffic 

from the Manchester and Leeds Railway. It would not be in the interest of the Bolton Company to 

spend an equal sum for the small interest they might have. The Manchester and Leeds Company 

decided that unless the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway would undertake the major part of the 

south junction it would not be built.  

The Liverpool and Manchester  Railway countered by ascertaining whether the south junction could 

not be improved on its original conception. The Manchester Connection Railway as it had been 

known was abandoned partly through opposition from the Duke of Bridgewater interest. The 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway then submitted to the Manchester and Leeds Company the 

proposed amendments and deviations and a deputation from the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway 

explained the nature of the amendments to the Leeds directors. The proposed station for the two 

companies was situated on the site of a coal and lime wharf. The inadequacy of the site led the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway to state that unless the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway was 

prepared to contribute the major part of the whole southern junction and also compensate the 

Manchester and Leeds Company for the expenses already incurred on the northern line there would 

be no agreement on the subject.  
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A further eighteen months went by and the Manchester and Leeds Company having not heard 

anything about the project considered it at rest. Indirectly the Manchester and Leeds Company 

heard that the Duke of Bridgewater interest would be promoting the southern junction if necessary. 

The plan of the southern junction according to the Manchester and Leeds Company would entail 

new works 5,000 yards long as compared with 4,035 yards for the northern junction and would have 

almost three miles on a viaduct crossing Water Street, Deansgate, Oxford Street, London Road, 

Ancoats Street and Oldham Road. Seven of the town’s main streets. It would cross the river 

Medlock four times and the canal five times as well as the river Irwell.  

The station would have been in Ducie Street adjacent to the Manchester and Birmingham Railway 

station. This part of the town was thickly covered with canal branches, warehouses and factories, 

expensive to purchase even at that period. The Liverpool and Manchester  Railway engineers had 

estimated a cost of £700,000 as against £450,000 for the northern junction. The whole length of the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway extension to Ducie Street would be on arches as against earthworks 

on the northern junction. Also, at the time land in the vicinity of the southern line was double the 

price of land on the northern line. The Manchester and Leeds Company felt that the longer the delay 

in starting the line was prolonged the more it became plain that the junction would not be built on 

the grounds of expense.  

There still remained in the view of the Manchester and Leeds company only one objection to the 

Hunts Bank line and that was the alleged inadequacy of the traffic estimates. On this point the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway stated that the estimates produced by Mr Stanway for the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway main line had very nearly been passed during the first six months 

since the railway had been opened and there was no reason to doubt the accuracy of his estimates 

for the Hunts Bank line. There were estimated to be 78,000 inhabitants of Manchester and district 

supplied by goods from Liverpool. The Liverpool and Manchester  Railway carries more than 4,000 

tons per week and the water carrying companies boast traffic as high as 30,000 tons per week, but 

assuming it as being 10,000 tons this makes a total of 14,000 tons. Adjacent to the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway in Yorkshire the Manchester and Leeds Company estimate a population of around 

one million, the majority of whom draw their supplies from London or Liverpool.  

But the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway estimates but one tenth of the supplies to Lancashire are 

conveyed into Yorkshire. This led the Manchester and Leeds Company to believe that there was 

some great error in the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway’s calculations. If, however, the 

Manchester and Leeds Company thought that if the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway’s estimates 

were correct it would be in that company’s interest to develop the obvious wealth of opportunities 

there for the asking. Another consideration was the continuity of traffic which would obviate the 

transhipment of both goods and passenger traffic across a very busy town. Goods traffic on the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway had been very favourable when the line was partially opened but 

doubled when opened throughout causing considerable delays at the Manchester terminus. The 

Manchester and Leeds Company felt that the initial outlay on the junction would soon repay itself 

and under the circumstances they also believed that the northern junction would not only benefit 

themselves but also the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway. Would the expenditure justify any 

advantages in a connection with the water companies was considered. The directors felt that though 

it was not their primary aim and in many ways not a satisfactory solution to the problem it was at 

least better than nothing in the circumstances. Water transport had improved with the introduction 

of night working neutralising the disadvantage of journey time and also the extension of water 

services further into the town from the existing terminus.  

The directors had considered the situation very carefully and, whilst admitting that a final solution 

was difficult until the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway decided what to do, felt that the 

proprietors should decide upon what decision to make. It was, therefore, put to the meeting “that 

the directors be authorised to proceed with the execution of the work for the extension of the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway to Hunts Bank”. In the subsequent discussion it was stated that the river Irwell 
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would allow a draft of six feet. Captain Laws said that he would construct a steamer which, on the 

principles of the Archimedean propellers, would carry 500 tons with a draft not exceeding eighteen 

inches and it would tow boats. One shareholders stated that whilst the Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway’s receipts were falling off compared with the previous year, traffic on the river had increased 

by9% and at a time when the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway could expect a further falling off of 

traffic when the Bolton and Preston Railway and the Manchester and Birmingham Railway were 

about to open. He finished amid great applause by submitting that the resolution be authorised.  

The seconder felt that the junction would be a great asset to both companies, he said that as the 

directors were in daily contact with the matter in question they must know a great deal more than 

the proprietors and that they had put the proposition forward in the simplest terms. The 

Manchester and Leeds Company must either go forward or stop and thereby forfeit the advantages 

of the Act. He felt that it was safest and best to entrust the board with discretionary powers.  

A proprietor from Darlington had asked about the additional expenses; to which the chairman 

apologised for not mentioning it before. Mr Gooch’s estimate for completing the works was 

£124,000 to which must be added £40,000 for the land, £30,000 of which had already been spent. 

The total would not be more than £200,000 to which might be added the cost of communication 

with the Old River, probably about £10,000, but that may be shared with other interested parties. 

Labour was cheaper than when the main line was built, giving some saving and also the adoption of 

the building where the meeting was taking place as the company offices would give a reduction of 

between £160,000 and £170,000. The Act of Parliament, in consequence of the opposition put 

forward, had cost £150,000. The questioner now apologised for being misunderstood, what he 

wanted to know was not the overall cost of the extension but the estimated cost from this date to 

the completion of the project; to which the chairman stated that it would be between £120,000 and 

£130,000, including all river works.  

To a question about the time taken for boats to travel from Manchester to Liverpool Captain Laws 

replied that the existing water carriers took between ten and twelve hours but he felt that the 

Manchester and Leeds Company could get goods conveyed at 6/- per ton, the present rate being 

10/- per ton. He went on to say that they would have the advantage by conveying by night. For ten 

pence per ton more direct off-loading to the ship could be arranged thereby halving cartage costs 

through Liverpool. He said it was difficult to estimate the tonnage likely to be conveyed but on the 

railway the estimated tonnage of 2,100 per week is now just about double, a figure which was 

estimated in the same way as the Liverpool traffic.  

When a questioner stated that the average distance travelled per passenger was ten miles, Laws 

corrected him by saying that it was fourteen to sixteen miles. The questioner went on to say that if 

the station were nearer to the centre of the town then the figure would increase (no doubt, 

interjected Laws) because of the extra fare on the omnibus to the business centre which is nearer 

this station. He thought it highly desirable to support the directors in carrying out the measure. The 

chairman remarked that there was no question that the line would not pay; it would be the traffic 

passing over the whole length of the line between Liverpool and Leeds that would remunerate the 

proprietors. With regard to the southern junction, he felt that they had every reason to believe that 

the Manchester and Birmingham Railway were not at all prepared to entertain the proposition at the 

present time. Mr Kay asked whether the cost of warehousing had been included in the £170,000? In 

answer the managing director, Mr Gill, said that it had not, and that Mr Kay was probably not aware 

that the present terminus at Oldham Road would become a goods station. A warehouse was being 

erected which would hold 50,000 sacks of flour. He added that there would not be the necessity for 

warehouse space for goods passing through Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 25 December 1841; 

Herapath, Railway Times, 1 January 1842) 
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1842 
January 

The first class carriages of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway are each in three compartments 

mounted on four wheels, and will hold 18 passengers. The cost of a first class carriage is £480 

complete and weighs 76 cwt. A second class carriage is somewhat similar to those in use on the 

Greenwich Railway, having no division, but seats all round and down the middle, with a door on 

each side. It is roofed over, but enclosed at one end only, the other end and sides being open…The 

length of a second class carriage, which is calculated to hold 32 passengers, is 14 feet, a width of 6 

feet 4 ins and the height 5 feet 6 ins; the roof is supported by vertical iron standards, the cost being 

£100. 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway first class carriages are in three compartments, and fitted up in 

the usual way. The weight being 800lbs. The second class are also in three compartments, and are 

open at the sides; but have wooden sliding shutters instead of glass sashes. The space between the 

seats is inconveniently narrow. The weight of a second class carriage is 6,150lbs. The third class, or 

Stanhopes, are 17 feet in extreme length, and 8 feet 8 ins on extreme width; at each end, for a 

length of 18 ins the width is decreased to 5 feet. There are four entrances; and the whole is divided 

into four compartments by a wooden bar down the middle, and another across intersecting the first 

at right angles. The weight of this contrivance is 5,050lbs; and the number of passengers it will 

contain depends on the bulk of the respective stanhopers. It has been stated that this description of 

carriage was put on the line merely as an experiment; but the scheme had already been tried on 

other lines, and found not to answer, so far as the railway proprietors are concerned. It is quite 

proper to accommodate the poorest class of passengers; but surely the conveyance should be 

provided with seats, to distinguish them from the brute beasts which perish. 

Besides the above, there is another description of carriage, similar to those used on the Scotch lines, 

which is mixed; the middle compartment being for first class and each of the end compartments for 

second class passenger respectively. The carriages are all mounted on four wheels, and are hung on 

springs in the usual way. A perforated iron footboard, running the whole length of the carriage, is 

substituted for the lower tier of steps, as in carriages of the North of England and Scotland. Tickets 

are taken by the guards on the journey, oftimes while the train is in motion; a practise attended with 

considerable danger. The guards are dressed in flaming red coats; some of them carry horns, which, 

by the way, is worthy of imitation by other companies. (Railways of Great Britain and Ireland. Francis 

Whishaw. 1842) 

It was reported to the Manchester and Leeds Railway that in an interview with Mr Booth, of the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, that that company did not proceed with the Salford junction on 

the grounds of it’s not being likely to prove remunerative. The Manchester and Leeds Railway board 

resolved that the Manchester and Leeds Railway is prepared, in the event of the junction not being 

completed forthwith by the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, to submit to the proprietors of the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway, with the strongest recommendation of the board, a proposition to 

secure to the proprietors of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, for a term of years, an annual 

dividend of ten per cent upon £1,434,725, the total capital of the company, as reported in their last 

published sheet, together with the same rate of dividend, upon the cost of the Salford junction. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 January 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of offices, goods shed, and other 

buildings, including a shed with an iron roof over the platforms, at the Oldham station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 January 1842; Herapath, 15 January 1842) 

On Wednesday evening last, 12th January 1842 shortly after six o’clock, an unfortunate accident 

occurred on the Manchester and Bolton Railway near Stoneclough station. On the west side of the 

line, on which the station office stands, there is a private footpath beneath, belonging to the 
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company, running about parallel with the railway for about 200 yards, made for the convenience of 

persons desirous of entering or quitting the carriages at the station. As the six o’clock train from 

Bolton approached the station, two persons were walking on this footpath, which is on the level of 

the line but four yards from the rails and separated from the railway by a deep ditch and one of 

them, a man intending to return home to Manchester by that train and being apprehensive that it 

would not stop for them jumped upon the line and attempted to ascend into one of the carriages 

whilst the train was yet moving at a  slackened speed, and before it had reached the station. He 

missed his hold and fell backwards with his feet upon the rail and the wheels of several carriages 

passed over both feet or ankles […]. The railway company have had great difficulty in preventing 

persons having no business being there from trespassing on the footpath and railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 January 1842) 

Report of an accident at Sowerby Bridge on Monday, 10th January 1842 when a train ran into a 

stationary train even “though the usual red lights were suspended upon the last carriage”. (Railway 

Times, 15 January 1842) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway; Notice is hereby given that, on and after the 1st February, 

1842, next passenger trains on this railway will run only at the following hours. 

Manchester to Bolton. First class trains stopping at Stoneclough only, 8.30am*, 2.30pm*, 6.00pm*. 

Second class trains stopping at all stations, 11.00am*, 4.00pm, 7.30pm. 

Bolton to Manchester. First class trains stopping at Stoneclough only, 8.30am, 1.00pm, 6.00pm. 

Sunday trains as before. 

In addition to the above, on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday a first class passenger train will leave 

Bolton for Manchester at nine in the morning, and will leave Manchester for Bolton at five in the 

evening. 

By the trains marked thus * passengers can be booked to Chorley and Preston and by the eleven 

o’clock train by coach to Southport as usual. 

On and after the 1st February next, special goods trains will be despatched at the following hours 

(goods must be at the station half an hour before the times of starting, to insure their being forwarded) 

From Manchester, 7.30am+, 9.00am+, 1.00pm+, 8.30pm+. 

From Bolton, 7.30am+, 10.30am, 2.00pm+, 8.30pm+. 

Until further notice third class passengers will be conveyed by the goods trains, marked thus +, and 

by this mode only, but these trains will stop at any intermediate station. (Manchester Guardian, 22 

January 1842) 

A survey is now being taken to form a branch railway from Hebden Bridge, via Halifax, to Bradford. 

This has no doubt given rise to the statement in a contemporary of Saturday last, that a survey was 

making for a new branch railway from the Manchester and Leeds Railway to Halifax which, we are 

told, is not correct. (Manchester Guardian, 22 January 1842) 

The annual general meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway was held on Wednesday, 26th

January 1842. The chairman stated that though the directors recommended the abandonment of the 

Hunts Bank extension they requested that the report on the subject be received with the 

understanding that an early special meeting should be called to receive the ultimatum of the 

proprietors on the subject and to lay before the proprietors such information as the directors might 

be enabled to procure respecting the south line. (Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1842) 
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February 
Report of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting. It was stated that the Committee had 

entered into an agreement on 8th September 1841 with the Lancaster and Preston Railway to supply 

locomotive power on the Lancaster line. This agreement came into operation on 1st February 1842 

since which this company’s engines have been running between Lancaster and Preston. The facilities 

arising out of this arrangement will not be felt until the completion of the Bolton and Preston 

Railway when there shall be a continuous traffic over your line to Lancaster. (Railway Times, 5 

February 1842) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway issued a statement in reply to the accusations made in the 

report of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway meeting of 26th January 1842 that there were 

difficulties annexed to the agreement between the two companies regarding the extension to Hunts 

Bank. The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway felt that the implication was that they were 

responsible for demanding unacceptable terms from the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, an 

accusation which they strongly denied. As far as they were aware there was no discussion before 

Parliament as to the amount of remuneration already agreed by the two companies. The Manchester 

Bolton and Bury Railway were also annoyed that the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway had made 

no intimation of any dissatisfaction with the arrangement to them until the publication of the report. 

The terms which had been agreed between the two companies was as follows; For passing over half a 

mile of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway, in Salford, being the most expensive portion of the line, 

and over which the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway were bound to lay down a third line of rails, and 

to keep two lines of way open, clear from obstruction day and night, the Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway were to pay 1¼d for each passenger; 6d per ton for goods; carriages, horses and parcels without 

charge. It was also stipulated that should the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway raise their fares, then the 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway were to receive a penny per passenger additional, for every 6d 

added to the present fares between Liverpool and Manchester . The Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway also had a clause in the agreement which would prevent the Manchester Bolton and Bury 

Railway from becoming part of a competing line to Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 10 February 

1842) 

Notice of an application for a railway from the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway to the 

Manchester and Birmingham Railway to the south of Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

February 1842) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce that as from Wednesday, 16th February 1842 

third class passengers would not be carried on the railway. (Manchester Guardian, 12 February 

1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway and the Mersey and Irwell Navigation agree for the two 

companies to carry between Hull and Liverpool. The Manchester and Leeds Railway seem to have 

entered this agreement as a way of getting at the Bridgewater Trustees who they feel responsible 

for the failure of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway to build the line to Hunts Bank. The Mersey 

and Irwell Navigation reported to the Bridgewater Trustees that they had not intended an exclusive 

agreement. The Manchester and Leeds Railway promptly deserted the Mersey and Irwell Navigation. 

(Canals of North West England, Vol.1, p.123) 

The Oldham branch railway of the Manchester and Leeds Railway will, it is expected, be ready in the 

course of three weeks or a month for the examination of Lieutenant-Colonel Pasley, the 

government inspector of railways, preparatory to its opening which will take place shortly 

afterwards. The buildings of the station at Oldham has been let to Messrs. Pearson and Smith, and is 

proceeding with much spirit. The Mills Hill station is intended to be removed to the point where the 

Oldham branch railway joins the Manchester and Leeds Railway main line. (Manchester Guardian, 26 

February 1842) 
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Report by the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway on the junction of railways in Manchester, includes 

a map of central Manchester. (Railway Times, 26 February 1842) 

March 
The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Birmingham Railway was held on Thursday, 24th

February 1842. Reference was made to a junction with the Manchester and Leeds Railway as being 

advantageous and would materially promote the interests of both companies. It was believed that a 

junction was to be made by a tunnel extending from Store Street to the intended station at Hunts 

Bank. The directors have caused the requisite notices to be given and plans prepared to enable the 

company to apply to Parliament in 1842. (Manchester Guardian, 2 March1842) 

Report by the Manchester and Leeds Railway on the junction of railways in Manchester, includes a 

map. (Railway Times, 5 March 1842) 

An engine ran over the whole length of the Oldham branch on Saturday, 12th March 1842. The 

opening to the arranged for 28th. March 1842. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 14 

March1842) 

The Oldham branch railway of the Manchester and Leeds Railway intended to be surveyed by the 

government inspector of railways, Lieutenant-Colonel Pasley, accompanied by a number of the 

directors, on the 16th March 1842, preparatory to the opening of the line for passengers will take 

place on Easter Monday. The works on this important branch have been of somewhat an arduous 

character, but the difficulties have been almost promptly surmounted. (Manchester Guardian, 16 

March1842) 

The visit of the government inspector and directors to the Oldham branch railway will take place on 

the 24th instant, and not on the 16th. as originally expected, and as stated in our Wednesday paper. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 March1842) 

Report of the Manchester and Leeds Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 19 March 1842) 

A special meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway was held on Tuesday, 15th March 1842 

to discuss proposed junctions with other railways in Manchester. The chairman expressed the 

directors desire to negotiate amicably with the Manchester and Leeds Railway and that while they 

strongly favour the Store Street line they were prepared to carry out their proprietors wishes. Mr 

Booth read the report which included plans of Manchester and Salford of 1794 and the present, 

illustrating the development of the town to the south and through which the south junction would 

pass. The estimate for the south junction was £550,000 and the Hunts Bank junction £650,000. The 

directors said that their opinion against the Hunts Bank junction had gained strength and also they 

were against the tunnel scheme. They also gave many reasons why the guarantee of 10 per cent by 

the Manchester and Leeds Railway on the total capital in the event of the Hunts Bank junction being 

completed could not be accepted. The estimates for the northern line included £75,000 for the 

tunnel to Store Street and £75,000 toll to the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. The directors 

agreed that the Manchester and Leeds Railway had already caused some expense to the Hunts Bank 

line in conforming with their Act and felt that if the Manchester and Leeds Railway would agree to 

an alternative route then, if after the resale of the land, should incur any loss they would be 

compensated from a common purse set up by all companies concerned. The following resolutions 

were passed; 

1. That this meeting, having considered the relative merits of the proposed junction lines, in reference 

to the great object to be accomplished, namely, the best possible junction of the several railways 

terminating in Manchester, is of the opinion, that the south line, via Store Street, would constitute the 

most eligible connection. 



1840 - 1849 

88 

2. That a junction of railways to Manchester which would combine the greatest practicable amount of 

advantage to all parties concerned, would be an important accommodation. 

3. That the directors of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway be empowered to open a negotiation 

with the other companies for the desired object, with powers, should it be deemed expedient, to refer 

the great question at issue as to the best practicable scheme for connecting the several railways at 

Manchester, to be settled by the deliberate and impartial award, either of the members of the Northern 

Division of Lancashire, the Chancellor of the Duchy, or the Board of Trade. 

4. That the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway (supposing the south line be adopted) be afforded 

every facility for joining the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, and be included and favourably 

considered in any general arrangement for the transit along the junction lines of the traffic to and from 

each railway. (Manchester Guardian, 19 March1842) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 17th March 

1842 at the Clowes Building, Manchester. Of six resolutions put to the meeting numbers 4 to 6 are 

as follows; 

4. That this company consider themselves bound, by their Parliamentary engagement, as well as by an 

earnest desire to secure the best means of direct communication by railway from the eastern side of 

the kingdom to the port of Liverpool, to proceed with the formation of their portion of the Hunts Bank 

line. 

5. That the proposal of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway to submit to arbitration the merits of 

the Hunts Bank line, as compared with the new scheme of a southern junction line, is inadmissible by 

this company, as well for the reasons above mentioned, as because no security is or possibly can be 

offered, that, in the event of the decision of the arbitrator in favour of the southern line, such line 

could and would be formed; while a decision in favour of the Hunts Bank line would be rendered 

nugatory by the inevitable lapse of the present Parliamentary powers of both companies. 

6. That this company is prepared to enter into negotiation with the Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway, and the directors are authorised to treat with them upon any basis that small not involve the 

lapse of the Parliamentary powers of the two companies. 

It was stated that it had not been the intention of the directors to introduce the Hunts Bank subject 

as nothing had happened up to the previous day, when a letter was received, as nothing had 

occurred to alter the position of this company, or to induce the directors to recommend the 

proprietors to rescind the resolution passed in December 1841.  

The directors beg to refer the proprietors to the “Reply” recently published by them to the report 

of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway directors on this subject, which has been forwarded to 

each proprietor, and which contains a full explanation of the views of the directors, and in their 

opinion justifies the decision of this company, expressed at their meeting in December last, to 

proceed with the purchases of land and the formation of the line, and they are further confirmed in 

this course by the relinquishment on the part of the Manchester and Birmingham Railway of their 

previous intention of a southern junction, and their adoption of the scheme of uniting all the 

Manchester railways at Hunts Bank, for their own portion of which they have already lodged the 

requisite Parliamentary plans and notices. To effect this purpose advantageously, the directors of the 

two companies entered some time ago into negotiation, and a preliminary agreement has been 

signed by both parties, calculated to promote the connection between the two companies, and 

otherwise advance their joint interests. Since the publication of the reply, the ultimate decision of 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway board in favour of a southern junction, and against the line 

through Salford, has been made public. It has therefore become necessary for the directors of this 

company to consider in what manner the railway communication from this line to the port of 

Liverpool, so urgently required by the commercial interests of the manufacturing districts, may be 
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most efficiently carried out; and as the scheme of a southern junction line, lately projected by the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, is inconsistent with the interest of this, as well as of the 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway, and is impracticable without their and our concurrence and 

assistance, this board has opened negotiations with the railway companies to the north of 

Manchester, preparatory to a scheme for extending the Hunts Bank line to the Manchester Bolton 

and Bury Railway, and by that means communicating with Bolton, Preston Lancaster, and Fleetwood-

on-Wyre, and the view of ultimately obtaining a line a line to the docks of Liverpool. The chairman 

caused to be read the following letter which he had received from Charles Lawrence, chairman of 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, and his reply; 

Liverpool, 15th March 1842; “I have the pleasure to send you a copy of the resolutions passed at the 

general meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester Railway. At this meeting Mr Boothby addressed the 

proprietors at considerable length and concluded by expressing strongly his conviction that it was exceedingly 

desirable that the chairmen of the two companies should have an amicable conference, with a view, if 

possible to devise the means of settling the unfortunate differences which, at present, exist between the two 

companies. The proprietors fully concurred with Mr Boothby; and, such a course being entirely in accordance 

with my own feelings, I write to assure you that I shall most willingly undertake the mission assigned to me; 

and accordingly shall be happy to meet you with a view to the desired object, any time you will appoint. You 

are aware that we have two large interests in our concern, the proprietors generally and the Duke of 

Sutherland in particular. On so important a matter, the directors propose to associate with me, my friend Mr 

George Loch, one of the Duke’s directors; and I beg leave to suggest the propriety of your bringing some 

friend with you.” 

Manchester, 16th March 1842; “I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your favour of yesterday, enclosing a 

copy of resolutions passed at your meeting relating to the Manchester Junction lines and expressing your 

perfect accordance with the spirit of the resolutions, and your readiness, in conjunction with Mr Loch, to meet 

myself and some one of my colleagues, with a view to the desired object. I should at once have named a day 

for our interview; had not our meeting of proprietors had been fixed for tomorrow, when your proceedings 

will necessarily be brought under consideration and out future course in the question be determined. I will not 

anticipate the result. If it admits of our meeting on any practical basis, adapted to the present position in 

which we stand, I shall immediately communicate with you, for the purpose of meeting on the earliest 

possible day, and shall enter into the discussion with an earnest desire to bring it to an amicable 

termination.” 

The chairman said that the continued lapse of time had brought the Parliamentary powers of the 

company so near to an end, that propositions to which they might have agreed some time ago were 

wholly inadmissible now. The propositions now made by the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway 

were comprised in four resolutions adopted by their meeting on Tuesday last. This was in fact a 

proposition to submit the question of the best mode of connecting the lines to arbitration. If the 

position of this company would not be worsened by this course, they would be bound, on every 

principle of fairness to accede to it. But with a considerable portion of their land still unpurchased, 

and not a day or hour to spare; and looking at the inevitable delay arising from an arbitration would 

be at all consistent with the ultimate carrying out of carrying out of the Hunts Bank plan, even if the 

arbitrator should decide that it was the best. Whether he decided for the southern or the northern 

junction the present Parliamentary powers would have lapsed and there would be no power of 

returning them, save by a fresh application to Parliament, which the company had no guarantee 

would be successful; and in the meantime the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway were not in a 

position to guarantee this company the repayment of any loss, consequent on the delay. He was 

advised by the law clerk, that the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway could only bind themselves, 

and could not be bound to reimburse this company any loss accruing from that cause. Then the only 

way to meet the proposition was to try to devise some other mode which would not involve the 

loss of Parliamentary powers; and he thought he spoke the feeling of the board, when he said that 

any mode, of which the basis would not involve such loss, would be satisfactory to this company. 

Now the board had already suggested one such mode, the guarantee of 10 per cent. Mr Entwistle 
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then read the correspondence in which this offer was made by the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

and that part of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway report referring to it, and the resolution of 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway respecting it.  

He also read extracts from the minutes of the proceedings of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway 

of the 4th instant; to the effect that Mr Crewdson had then an interview with the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway directors; and, having urged their opinion that such benefit to both companies 

might result from amicable discussions of the two boards, it was resolved that the chairman, deputy 

chairman, Messrs. William Garnett, James Loch, and Cropper, be a deputation, to meet any 

deputation from the Manchester and Leeds Railway for such purposes. The answer of the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway, dated 5th instant, was to the effect that a deputation from that board 

would be appointed to meet the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway deputation, provided they were 

prepared to treat upon the basis of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway proceeding immediately 

in the execution of their Parliamentary powers for forming the Hunts Bank line. The answer of the 

7th instant was to the effect that the deputation of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway felt that 

no benefit could arise to either parties from a discussion under the proviso or condition, that the 

most important point of the whole discussion should be concluded. The chairman then resumed and 

said that it had appeared to this board, that, as time did not permit of the consideration of the 

northern junction question at all, if a settlement were to come to, it must be on the basis of the 

Hunts Bank line, and as all the communications between Mr Crewdson and himself related to the 

Hunts Bank line; and were on the basis of the ten per cent guarantee, they considered it a mere 

useless act of courtesy to meet the Liverpool gentlemen, unless they were prepared to concede that 

point; consequently, the negotiations at that time fell through. An important change, however, had 

now taken place. A few days ago a report of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway was circulated, 

containing certain propositions of the directors, one to the effect that they still meant to 

recommend the rejection of the Hunts Bank line; but through the mediation of a gentleman, and 

with the sanction of some of their large proprietors, and of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway 

the resolutions had been changed; and now there was not upon the face of the Liverpool resolutions 

any rejection of the Hunts Bank plan and that removed a difficulty in the way of their meeting.  

But the question was, whether the delay necessarily consequent on arbitration would not prevent 

any useful result, unless the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway were prepared to negotiate upon 

such a basis as would not involve the loss of the Parliamentary powers of both companies. Besides 

the ten per cent guarantee another plan had been proposed; one into which he had stated some 

time ago, there was a perfect willingness on the part of this board to enter, if that met with the 

views of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway and the proprietors. There was reason to think that 

considerable jealousy was felt by the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, in consequence of the 

connection of this company with the water. No doubt that connection was one inducement with 

them to come down to Hunts Bank; but he, the chairman, had taken an opportunity, through a 

private medium, of communicating to the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway that this company was 

quite prepared to pledge themselves not to offer any facilities to any one of competing companies 

between Manchester and Liverpool that they did not offer to the others; in fact, that they were 

prepared to act upon the most perfect principle of equality to all concerned. That proposition might 

probably be more palatable to some members of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway that that of 

renting the line which was one involving so much responsibility that the directors would be very glad 

to be relieved from it if any other mode could be adopted.  

He thought it might forward any negotiation that might be entered into if they had an expression of 

determination from the proprietors to support the directors upon the principle named, of 

negotiating on any basis that would admit of their present Parliamentary powers being carried out. 

Mr Marshall said that the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway had so long been trying to amuse this 

company, that he could not help looking with suspicion on any proposal emanating from the. He had 

some time since urged Mr Gill to lose no time, but to get all the landowners, assentients and 

dissentients, assembled and get awards made by the sheriff’s juries; so as to be in a position in which 
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nothing could prevent the Hunts Bank line being carried out. Residing in the north, he knew the 

importance of this company effecting a junction with the Bolton line and thence to Preston and on 

to Fleetwood. Another question must not be lost from sight; for sooner or later there could not be 

a question that over the Bolton line there would be another railway to Liverpool. 

Mr Entwistle put forward three resolutions which, as amended, were passed. He also pointed out 

that the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway Act to make the northern junction contained the words 

“if they think fit” but the Manchester and Leeds Railway Act did not, and would, therefore, be open 

to a mandamus if they allowed their powers to lapse without doing anything. They had interfered 

with private property to a great extent, and there could be little question that a mandamus would be 

applied for and issued against them. They might have protected themselves by applying for a fresh 

Act but they had been so long delayed by these successive moves, that that course was no longer 

open to them. 

Mr Marshall seconded two resolutions but not that which had proposed to lease the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway. The chairman suggested that their resolution might be so modified as to enable 

the directors to avail themselves of any offer from the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway to 

complete the Hunts Bank line on any other terms. Mr Entwistle, in moving the modified third 

resolution, said that so far as he had seen there was much greater disposition in the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway to find fault with our arguments than to bring forward any valid proposition 

themselves. They had stated our traffic estimates were totally wrong; but that point they seemed to 

have set aside, because, as they were now pursuing the southern junction with such energy they 

were satisfied that profit was to be had from some source. They had also compared the cost of the 

two junctions, and made it appear very much against the northern junction but this was by including 

the cost of the Manchester and Birmingham Railway part of it and the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

part of it, with neither of which they would have anything to do. Both this company, the Manchester 

Bolton and Bury Railway and the Manchester and Birmingham Railway were in favour of the 

northern junction and the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway had no colleague in the southern 

junction but the Sheffield and Manchester Railway. In answer to Mr Pease the chairman stated that 

the cost of making the junction from Hunts Bank to the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway, on a 

rough estimate, would be £100,000. A meeting had taken place between some members of this 

company and of the northern companies on the previous day when these gentlemen signified their 

perfect willingness to contribute on the part of their companies towards that connection, if desired. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 March1842; Herapath and Railway Times) 

Report of a train being derailed on the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway at Bolton station having 

got thrown off the rails in consequence of a “self-acting shunt” being out of order. (Herapath, 26 

March1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway accounts include, in Abstract D, Maintenance of way and police 

charges, including signal lamps and small stores, £44-1s-4d. (Herapath, 26 March1842) 

Mr Gill accompanied General Pasley over the Oldham branch this morning and received permission 

to open the branch at once. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 28 March1842) 

Report of inspection of the Oldham branch railway; Two steam engines are to be employed, one 

ascending and the other descending alternately with their respective trains, and the necessary 

combination and unity of action are to be obtained by means of Messrs. Cooke and Wheatstone’s 

electro-magnetic telegraphs which the former of these gentlemen had been placing on this incline 

plane, where I met him at the period of my inspection. (Board of Trade, 28 March1842) 

April 
The Oldham branch railway was not opened on Easter Monday as intended but was visited on that 

day by the Board of Trade inspector who approved of the works. The railway was opened on 

Thursday, 31st March 1842. (Manchester Guardian, 2 April 1842) 
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The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for a quantity, not exceeding 500 tons, of wrought 

iron rails, with a corresponding number of cast iron chairs. A sample rail and chain, for pattern and 

quality, may be seen at the secretary’s office. (Manchester Guardian, 9 April 1842) 

Report that a meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway would take place on Friday, 22nd

April 1842 to consider the resolution “that the directors be hereby empowered to proceed with the 

negotiations and arrangements now pending with other companies and parties interested, and to take the 

necessary steps, by application to Parliament, in the present session, for an extension of time for the 

purchase of land, should such a course be decided expedient, and to enter into such contracts, and do all 

such other matters and things, as may be necessary or expedient for carrying into full effect and operation 

the formation and completion of the proposed Hunts Bank junction, in conformity with the report now 

received and approved by this meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 20 April 1842) 

Report of the junction of railways in Manchester. (Railway Times, 23 April 1842) 

On Wednesday evening, 20th April 1842, a special general meeting of the Salford Commissioners of 

Police was held for taking into consideration a communication from the Bolton and Bury Railway 

Company in relation to the intended new junction railway through Salford. The Law Clerk read the 

report […] of a proposed deviation of the intended junction railway between the Manchester and 

Liverpool line through Salford to the proposed terminus with the Manchester and Leeds line at 

Hunts Bank such deviation involving the occupation of one half the width of Upper Brook Street by 

a colonnade, and asking the sanction of the board thereon.  The principal reason for this seemed to 

be the obtaining for the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway an independent line, which was of great 

importance; but it could not be obtained in a junction through Salford except at an immense outlay, 

without adopting the proposal viaduct along Upper Booth Street. The board expressed no opinion 

on the proposition of Mr Hawkshaw but referred the matter to the improvement committee. The 

subject was accordingly brought before that committee on the 11th instant; and they intimated to the 

Bolton Company an unwillingness to assent to their proposition, until they had received further 

information on the subject. Mr Hawkshaw […] expressed his regret that the improvement 

committee should demur to the proposal […] (and) offered as an equivalent for permission to erect 

the colonnade, a piece of land for a public highway to form a communication from Irwell Street to 

Ordsall Lane. At a special meeting of the improvement committee, held on the 15th instant […] it 

was resolved “that in consideration of the company’s proposal on the subject of the proposed viaduct along 

Upper Booth Street if it were erected on iron pillars without lateral arches, and constructed in a handsome 

manner, and provided the town received an equivalent for the privilege this committee is of the opinion, that 

such viaduct would not be so objectionable as the committee was previously led to believe, but that it is 

expedient to have the sentiments of the general body of committees upon the matter  […]. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 April 1842; Railway Times, 30 April 1842) 

At a meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway held on Friday, 22nd April 1842 it was stated 

that there was a diversity of opinion amongst the members of the board as to the most expedient 

course to be pursued at the present juncture relative to the subject of a junction line. The report 

set forth that the Manchester and Leeds Railway persevered in their avowed intention of completing 

the line to Hunts Bank, and decline altogether the offers of mediation or reference proposed by the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway.  

The directors of the Liverpool and Manchester  had requested an interview with the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway, as equally interested with themselves. The Manchester and Birmingham Railway 

considered any discussion of no avail, stating that “their engagements with the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway were such, that they scarcely thought a meeting for the purpose of discussing the question of a 

south junction, at Manchester, would lead to any practical result.”  

It was thus evident, that, if the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway proceeded with the south 

junction line to Store Street it must be, not only without the co-operation, but probably with the 

decided hostility of the two companies most immediately interested in the scheme, and with whom 
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the proposed junction was to be made. The report proceeds to express the regret of the directors; 

their opinions as to the desirableness of co-operation in the southern junction line remaining 

unchanged, that the condition of such co-operation was unattainable. It became a question of 

anxious consideration with the directors what course, under the peculiar circumstances of the case; 

it was their duty to recommend to the proprietors. It was at this stage of the proceedings that the 

chairman and deputy chairman intimated to the directors that they believed it was still practicable to 

obtain from the Manchester and Leeds Railway and the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway such 

terms and arrangements for an amended line from Ordsall Lane through the vacancy land of the 

Bolton company to New Bailey Street, and thence by the Parliamentary line to Hunts Bank, as 

would, in their opinion, be satisfactory to the proprietors; and consequently, such as it would be 

expedient, under all circumstances of the case, to accept.  

The chairman and deputy chairman having been empowered to confer with the other parties 

interested, they reported to the board; and the result was the determination to recommend the 

proprietors the adoption of the resolution. The chairman proceeded to state his unchanged opinion 

regarding the merit of the southern junction; but, as they could not get the other parties to co-

operate with them, or to coincide in their views, they were compelled, with the prospect of the 

decided opposition of a powerful body on one hand, and that of the support of that body on the 

other, to decide upon going hand in hand with the other parties interested. He thought these views 

had been taken by the public at large, as had been indicated by the fall of shares, when it was 

perceived that these large interests were not united, and their advance, when it was observed that 

matters were in train for adjustment.  

He thought it his duty to state, that they met with much kindness and support from the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway and the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway.  

Mr Moss, who had voted against the Hunts Bank line earlier, stated that he was open to a charge of 

inconsistency being a strong advocate of the south junction, said that he saw no inconsistency in 

abandoning a position that was untenable and moved the report be recommended by the directors. 

Mr David Hodgson stated that he belonged to the minority of five directors out of thirteen; he felt 

that the board had given way not from expediency but fear. A fear that a northern line should be 

made, an apprehension which he treated as altogether chimerical, from the certainty that such a line 

would not pay. He also stated that there were five directors holding 2,134 shares (including the 

Duke of Sutherland, 1,950) against eight directors holding 231 shares. Mr Sandars said that if the 

south junction were made they would not have any goods to take and the outlay would be useless. 

He had been shown that every foot of the north line had been laid out, that the coal owners were 

most anxious for the line and would have it made if they lost ten per cent by their shares. Mr Alston 

moved that a decision be postponed for a month because there had not been enough time given for 

the proprietors to come to a decision. Though this motion was seconded the chairman stated that if 

the matter was delayed it would be in effect giving up the agreement to go to Hunts Bank; it would 

be tantamount to deciding against it.  

Mr Robert Benson Junr. Moved as an amendment three clauses; 1, that the line via Store Street was 

preferable to Hunts Bank. 2. that the company did not know that they were called upon to extend 

their railway to the proposed terminus of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, 3. that as the company 

had always been anxious to consult the convenience of the public, if the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway concluded themselves to execute the line; this company would give them every facility of 

effecting a junction with their railway. This was seconded by Mr Hodgson. Mr Benson withdrew his 

amendments when the original motion was put to the meeting and carried by a large majority. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 April 1842) 

April 
Oldham station “not as far advanced as it ought to have been”, and the goods shed not even 

commenced. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 25 April 1842) 
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Report of the Salford Commissioners of Police with regard to the intended railway through Salford. 

(Railway Times, 30 April 1842) 

May 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the formation and completion of the junction 

line from a point four chains east of Collyhurst Lane to the east side of Lower Tebbutt Street, about 

1,316 yards, including the formation of the excavations and embankments, building of the arches over 

the reservoirs near Collyhurst, the bridge over Collyhurst Lane, bridges with iron girders under Saint 

George’s Road and Cropper Street and other necessary works; Contract No.2; from contract No.1 to 

the intended station at Hunts Bank, about 701 yards. This contract being principally of a viaduct 

containing several bridges with iron girders and crosses some of the principal streets in Manchester as 

well as passing three times over the river Irk. (Manchester Guardian, 30 April 1842; Herapath, 14 

May 1842) 

The report of the Bolton and Preston Railway states that the extension of the iron wharf has been 

entirely completed; a considerable proportion of the goods traffic arises from the regular local 

consumption of the neighbourhood. The conveyance of building materials for the town of Fleetwood 

which formed a considerable proportion of the goods traffic last year has greatly diminished for the 

present; a large proportion of the railway has since the last report been ballasted with sea gravel, 

and the whole line is being brought into such excellent order by Mr S Bidder that the expense of 

maintaining it has much diminished. (Herapath, 7 May 1842) 

General Pasley wishes again to inspect the Oldham branch at 2 o’clock today. (Minutes, 9 May 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the iron work included in the contracts on the 

Manchester Junction Line which are advertised to be let on the 30th May 1842 separate from the rest 

of the work. The work alluded to consists of; Cast iron girders for a bridge under Cropper Street; cast 

iron girders for a long bridge under St George’s Road; cast iron girders for carrying the railway over 

Lower Tebbutt Street; cast iron curved ribs for carrying the railway over Blakely Street, span of 

opening being 63½ feet on the skew; cast iron girders for carrying the railway over Long Millgate.

(Manchester Guardian, 14 May 1842) 
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Bolton and Preston Railway: time and fares table 1842

Preston to 
Fleetwood;  

20 minutes 
before 9 
morning; 

Quarter past 
11 morning; 

Quarter past 
5 evening 

Fleetwood to 
Preston;  

25 minutes 
past 8 
morning; 

10 minutes 
before 1 
afternoon 

4 o’clock 
afternoon. 

On Wednesday and Saturday the following additional trains
Quarter 
before 8 
morning; 

half past 6 
evening 

On Sundays;
25 minutes 
past 8 
morning; 

4 o’clock 
afternoon 

Fleetwood 
and Poulton 
to Liverpool 
and 
Manchester ; 

25 minutes 
past 8 
morning; 1st

class, 

10 minutes 
before 1 
afternoon. 
mixed 

4 o’clock 
afternoon 1st

class. 

Liverpool to 
Fleetwood 
and Poulton 

*Quarter 
before 9 
morning, 
mixed; 

*Half past 2 
afternoon, 
mixed. 

Manchester 
to Fleetwood 
and Poulton 

*11 o’clock 
morning, 
mixed; 

Quarter 
before 3 
afternoon, 
mixed. 

On Sundays
From 
Fleetwood 

4 o’clock 
afternoon, 
mixed. 

On 
Wednesday 
and Saturday 

*Quarter 
before 5 
evening 

*5 o’clock 
evening. 

Fares
Fleetwood to 
Manchester 
or Liverpool 

1st class 2nd class 
12s 6d 9s

From 
Poulton 

1st class 2nd class
11s 6d 8s

Carriages four wheels 
£2; 

two wheels 
£1 10s. 

One horse 
£1-2-6d 

two horses 
£1-10s; 

three horses 
£2-8s. 

Omnibuses and other conveyances run between Kirkham and Lytham and Poulton and Blackpool in 

connection with the trains. (Manchester Guardian, 14 May 1842) 

In pursuance of their Act and the determination of the directors of the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway to proceed with the Hunts Bank line the company directed a warrant to the sheriff, to 

summon a jury to inquire into, and assess damages, etc., in a number of cases respecting property on 

the site of the line. Precepts were issued on 31st April 1842 to forty five individuals being the total 

number of cases in which the land, etc., had not been purchased at the date of the precept. Since 

that time all but five or six had accepted the terms offered by the company. (Manchester Guardian, 

16 May 1842; Herapath, 21 May 1842) 
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Land for the Hunts Bank line has been purchased by the Manchester and Leeds Railway. The two 

contracts for the line and one for the station are to be let on 6th June 1842. It is expected that 

completion and opening to the public will be in September 1843. The Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway are proceeding with land purchase. Agreements have been entered with the Manchester 

Bolton and Bury Railway and the Old Quay Company who own land between the Bolton line and 

the Liverpool line and there is a bill before Parliament for conformation. The Manchester and Leeds 

Railway have already purchased ground for the station at Hunts Bank around their offices comprising 

some five acres. The Mersey and Irwell Navigation are working on the river beneath Victoria Bridge 

to enable navigation up to Hunts Bank with a view to communicate with the railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 28 May 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway combined with the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway to offer 

through carriers from Liverpool to the Manchester and Leeds Railway better rates than those of the 

waterways. (Canals of North West England. Vol.1, p.123) 

June 
During the latter part of Whitsun week passenger traffic on the Oldham branch railway was 

immense. The last train from Manchester to Oldham on Friday, 28th May 1842, took 1,180 

passengers and three successive trains from Oldham to Manchester carried some 800 passengers 

each, in addition about 2,500 scholars were conveyed in the course of the day. The traffic is nearly 

all worked by one locomotive which ascends or descends the incline by means of a wire rope 

attached to a sort of balancing train consisting of a number of sand wagons. (Manchester Guardian, 1 

June 1842) 

We understand that the directors of the Bolton and Preston Railway, finding their long protracted 

efforts to form a tunnel under the turnpike road at Hartwood Green, Chorley, of no avail, have 

determined to throw it open. The attempt to form a tunnel has cost many thousands of pounds. 

(Manchester Guardian, 1 June 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway extension line is to commence at some distance to the east of 

the present station, viz. near Ryder’s Mill, a little to the north east of Collyhurst Lane. For nearly 

500 yards up to the goods station, the original line and the extension will be nearly parallel; the 

latter being a short distance to the north of the former, both passing over Manchester and Leeds 

railway property. The extension, where it leaves the main line is to commence on an embankment of 

about 14 feet which is gradually reduced till it reaches the surface of the ground, on which it 

continues through the greater part of the company’s land.  

On quitting this land, after proceeding to the north of the present engine house, it passes the north 

end of Cropper Street and Back Cropper Street (which streets will be carried over the railway), and 

under Saint George’s Road, the road being raised probably five feet for this purpose. The road will 

be carried over the railway by a neat bridge, with stone facings and iron girders, 191 feet in length. It 

then proceeds, in excavation, with retaining walls (as near Euston Square, London), through or near 

the end of several small and ill-defined streets of cottages, lying to the north of Saint George’s Road, 

till it reaches a point a little north of Nelson Street. It will next pass on an embankment of a few feet 

over some vacant land to Lower Tebbutt Street, and there is to commence a viaduct, on the east 

side of that street; the line being carried over it by an iron bridge. On this viaduct it continues to 

Bromley Street which it crosses a little to the north of the Manchester Gas Works.  

It next crosses over Park Street, Back Irk Street, Ashley Lane, adjoining the burial ground, and 

Blackley Street (over the last named street by means of a large iron bridge), and thence, still by 

viaduct, over several small streets till it reaches a bend of the river Irk, east of Scotland Bridge, 

which it crosses twice, by skew bridges, at an elevation of about 35 feet, so as to leave ample 

passage for the river when flooded. Thence the line will be carried over Long Millgate, which it to be 

spanned by an iron bridge, in the direction of Mill Hill, a little to the south of Scotland Bridge. It then 
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proceeds close to the south side of the old Town’s Mill, and crosses the Irk for the third time, at an 

elevation of about 35 feet, and nearly at right angles, then proceeds, still on arches, to within a short 

distance of York Street, Cheetham Hill; being a distance, on arches, of 670 yards. These arches will, 

of course, vary, both in height and span, with the nature of the ground and the width of the streets 

to be passed over; the extreme height being 35 feet, and the average height being 28 feet.  

The line proceeds to York Street, Cheetham Hill, beneath which it passes, about 16 feet below the 

level of the street, a little above the entrance to the burial ground, near Ducie Bridge. Here it will 

take the line of the division wall between the burial ground and the premises of the Manchester 

Workhouse, and so arrive at the proposed station of the company in Hunts Bank, just below the 

garden of the workhouse, and near the confluence of the rivers Irk and Irwell. Some curiosity has 

been felt as to the gradients of this extension line.   

On its leaving the main line near Collyhurst Lane, it will descend, at an inclination of 1 in 49, to 

where it crosses Saint George’s Road. Thence to York Street, the descent is continued at an 

inclination of 1 in 60; and, from that point to the terminus at Hunts Bank station, it will ascend at an 

inclination of 1 in 132. This ascent to the station will possess the advantage of enabling the trains 

arriving to ascend it solely by the impetus obtained by their descending the plane on 1 in 60, which 

will carry them up to the station, and gently stop them there almost without needing the application 

of the brake; while departing trains will descend this incline of 1 in 132 of themselves, without the 

aid of horse or other power, till they reach the endless rope at York Street, where they will be 

attached, and thence drawn to the junction of the main line near Collyhurst Lane.  

This extension line will have two curves in it, both of which, however, are of so large a radius, as to 

be wholly unobjectionable. The station, being intended to supply all the requirements for the 

immense traffic which must be concentrated at one point, will necessarily be very extensive, and 

cover a large area. The company have purchased all the land around the house now occupied as 

their offices, forming a compact plot of about 23,720 square yards, or nearly five acres of land. This 

plot is bounded on the north by Harrison’s Buildings, the cottages in the hollow, on the north east 

by the Workhouse garden, on the south east by the Workhouse burial ground, on the south by 

Walker’s Croft, which is the street by the bank of the river Irk, and on the west by Great Ducie 

Street. The station will, therefore, be on the east of Great Ducie Street, probably a little north of 

the Flying Horse Inn, and near the road now leading up to the company’s offices, and be approached 

by an incline from Hunts Bank or Great Ducie Street, the rails being about 23 feet above the level of 

the street. We understand that the distance from the station to the Manchester Exchange has been 

carefully measured and found to be just under 394 yards. 

As one part of the whole work, we must now notice the “junction line”, which is to effect the union 

between the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway, and the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway, by a line extending from the Liverpool line, at or near Oldfield Road, 

to the central station at Hunts Bank. This junction line, pursuing the order of our description from 

east to west, will commence at Hunts Bank station, crossing Great Ducie Street at a level of about 

23 feet above the street, and thence passing over the river Irwell, at an elevation of 43 feet, by a 

handsome bridge nearly at right angles. It then enters Salford, passing through Hardman’s Brewery, 

and a little to the south of the Greengate Unitarian Chapel, and will next pass over Greengate, and 

through the middle of Bell’s Gates, at an elevation of about 24 feet above the level of the street. 

Thence over Back Cross Street, Catliffe Street, and Palmer Street, to Gravel Lane, over which it 

passes (near the foot of Thompson Street) upon skew arches, about 22 feet above the level of the 

street. It then continues its course over Legrendre, Bury, Union, Deal, Foundry, and Hardman 

Streets, all at sufficient elevation till it reaches Chapel Street, which it will cross diagonally, on skew 

arches, from the corner of Cooke Street to that over Quay Street, at an elevation of upwards of 23 

feet.  
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It then crosses Wilkinson, Johnson, Spaw, and New Bailey Streets, all at good elevations, some as 

much as 25 feet; and thus it reaches the station of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway on the 

west side of New Bailey Street. The line through the whole of this distance is proposed to be 

carried on arches, at an inclination, from the Hunts Bank station to Legrendre Street, Salford, of 1 in 

761; and for the remainder of the distance the line is to be horizontal. The length of this junction 

line is to be exactly half a mile.  

A communication will thus be affected between the Manchester and Leeds Railway and the 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. The route from the Bolton station to the Liverpool line is not, 

we believe, definitely fixed; but we understand it is likely to be carried along the side of the Bolton 

line, by arches, over the north west side of Upper Booth Street, the street between the Bolton line 

and the New Bailey , and thence, instead of the direction originally proposed, which was to enter 

the Liverpool line to the east of Cross Lane bridge, it will cross over Irwell Street, by a  substantial 

bridge, and cross the fields and waste ground in a direction nearly due south and enter the Liverpool 

line at a point a little east of where it crosses Ordsall Lane. The decline from the Bolton line to the 

Liverpool line will be about 1 in 195; its length, about 790 yards; the length of the “junction line” 

from Hunts Bank, about 2,370 yards; and the total length of the extension and the junction lines 

from Collyhurst Lane to Ordsall Lane, nearly 2½ miles, in fact, about 4,400 yards. The whole of the 

land between the Bolton line and the Liverpool line belongs to the Manchester Bolton and Bury 

Railway, with the exception of one filed, adjoining the Liverpool line, which is the property of the 

Old Quay Company.  

As we stated on Saturday, agreement have been entered into for the whole of the required land 

between the two lines; and a bill is now before Parliament, to confirm these agreements. With 

respect to some of the property in Salford, we now learn, that several of the owners are asking 

sums which the company are not disposed to give; and that there will consequently be inquiries, as 

to the value and amount of compensation before a sheriff’s jury, sometime in the present month. 

We have still to notice the proposed junction line from the station of the Manchester and 

Birmingham Railway and the Sheffield Ashton-under-Lyne and Manchester Railway at London Road 

to the station of the other lines at Hunts Bank. Originally it was proposed to carry each junction 

across in a northerly direction from the temporary station of the Birmingham line in Fairfield Street 

to the present station of the Leeds line near Saint George’s Road; but the extension of the latter line 

to Hunts Bank has induced a change of plan; and we believe the following will be found a tolerably 

correct statement of its course, etc., according to the plans lodged with the clerk of the peace, 

preparatory to the application to Parliament for an act in the next session. The carrying a junction 

line on arches over that part of the town between the two stations, would obviously be so 

obnoxious a proposal, and would receive strenuous opposition from various quarters, and indeed 

from the town generally, that it could never be seriously entertained. It is therefore proposed to 

form the junction by a tunnel, in a direct line from one station to the other. Passengers are to 

descend from the Birmingham line or the Sheffield line, by a vertical hoist, on the side next Sheffield 

Street, nearly opposite Broad Street. The level of the tunnel here will be about 67 feet below that of 

the railway and 45 feet below that of Sheffield Street.  

The tunnel, which will be about 20 feet high, and of the ordinary width for two lines of rails, will 

then pass, in the form of a curve, having a north westerly direction under the following streets; 

Upper Lomas, Store, and Junction; under the Ashton Canal and Whittle Street; then under a branch 

of the Rochdale Canal, China Lane, Stanley Street, and Port Street, where the level of the rails in the 

tunnel will be about 48 feet below the level of the street, Newton Street and then under the centre 

of Stevenson Square crossing Spear Street, and continuing below the centre of Hilton and Thomas 

Streets, till it comes to Milk Street, when it goes under the buildings on the south side of Thomas 

Street, crossing under Soap Street, and passing below Shudehill, in a transverse direction, between 

Bradshaw Street and Nicholas Croft.  
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Thence it will proceed under Snow Hill, Garden Street, and beneath part of Back Clock Alley, below 

and across Holgate Street and Todd Street, between the Lamb public house and the Collegiate 

Church Sunday School, and under some cottages at the opposite corner of Todd Street and Long 

Millgate. It will then pass under and across Long Millgate, near to the surface. The roof of the tunnel 

will be covered with iron girders, and Long Millgate will be raised about eighteen inches.  

The railway then, in a geological phrase, “crops out”, comes into daylight and open cutting for a 

distance of about 34 yards, and is carried over the river Irk, by a bridge of one arch, of a slight angle, 

and about 40 feet span; the level of the rails being about 21 feet above the surface of the water. The 

line is then carried over Walkers Croft, which will be lowered about five feet, by another arch, and 

thence on an embankment for 107 yards to the station of the Manchester and Leeds Railway at 

Hunts Bank, to which the passengers will be raised by another vertical hoist. The length of the 

tunnel will be 1,539 yards or about 1/3 mile; and the whole junction, 1,708 yards. The inclination of a 

great portion of the tunnel will be 1 in 1,124 falling towards the Leeds line; but; a short distance 

from the Leeds station, the incline is reversed, and it falls from that station with a gradient of about 

1 in90. The object of the gradients is to act both in stopping arriving trains and to give impetus to 

starting ones.  

The only alternatives proposed to be made in the level of the street are two, viz., the raising of one 

portion of Long Millgate about eighteen inches and the lowering of Walkers Croft about five feet. Of 

course it is premature to speculate on the probable time for the completion of this undertaking. We 

believe a considerable portion of the tunnel will lie under rock.  

In conclusion we may express out gratification at the commencement of so important a line of 

railway junction and communication being effected within the town, indeed, so nearly the very heart 

of the town, yet at so comparatively small a sacrifice. The centrality of the Hunts Bank station, and 

the advantages we have adverted to, will be more striking when it is considered that it will be the 

point from which the transit from this town will be commenced on the following railways, 

Manchester and Leeds; Manchester, Bolton and Bury; Liverpool and Manchester ; Manchester and 

Birmingham; and Sheffield, Ashton-under-Lyne and Manchester. All passengers arriving by these 

various lines will also be brought to one general focus, in the very heart of the town, and the centre 

of its traffic. 

We understand there is every reason to believe, that in the September of 1843, both the Leeds 

extension and the Liverpool junction lines will be completed; the chain of railway communication 

have its last link added, and railways be in one continuous line, from Humber to Mersey; from 

Thames to Forth and Clyde; while all the great towns of Great Britain will thus be placed in closer 

connection and more rapid communication with each other. (Manchester Guardian, 1 June 1842) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Alteration of trains: Notice is hereby given that on and after 

Saturday the 18th June 1842 the passenger train now leaving Bolton at 11 o’clock am will leave at 

11½ o’clock am and the train from Bolton to Chorley, Preston, etc., will run in connection with the 

½ past 9 o’clock train from Manchester in lieu thereof; also third class carriages stopping at 

Stoneclough only, will be despatched from Manchester and Bolton at ½ past 7 in the morning and at 

½ past 8 in the evening every day except Sundays. (Manchester Guardian, 15 June 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for a covered loading shed and warehouse at 

Rochdale; for a locomotive engine shops at Manchester; for a goods shed at Brighouse. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 June 1842) 

We understand that the workmen in the employ of the Manchester and Leeds Railway have already 

broken ground in York Street, Cheetham Hill, in preparation for excavating the ground for the line 

which is to pass at a level of 16 feet beneath the Cheetham Hill road. A number of cottage tenants in 

the property taken by the company along the line from Collyhurst Lane to Red Bank and in the 

neighbourhood of Saint George’s Road and Scotland Bridge have received notices to quit; many of 
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the weekly tenants have already left, and the cottages have been pulled down; and with the others 

the company are making arrangements to quit as early as possible. All is bustle in the 

neighbourhood, and the preparations for commencing the work are being made with all expedition. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 June 1842; Railway Times, 26 June 1842) 

Report of the sheriff’s inquiries into the valuation of lands required for the extension line of the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway through Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 15 June 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway give notice that the letting of the contract for the erection of the 

locomotive engine shops at Manchester has been postponed for the present. (Manchester Guardian, 

29 June 1842) 

July 
Comment on the Manchester and Leeds Railway benevolent society. (Railway Times, 2 July 1842) 

A special meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway was held on Tuesday, 5th July 1842 for 

the purpose of considering the draft of the bill for extending the line to Hunts Bank, now before 

Parliament, and submitted to the proprietors present at the meeting. The late general meeting 

authorised making the junction line. The present meeting was to state what the act specified and to 

give the proprietors the opportunity of approving or rejecting the bill. After reading the eight 

sections of the bill the chairman, after asking if there were any objections, called upon the 

proprietors to affix the seal of the company thereto. Mr Rotherham proposed that the bill be 

approved of and that the seal be affixed. The resolution was seconded and passed unanimously. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 July 1842) 

Benjamin Head, flagman at the junction of the Manchester and Leeds Railway and the North MR, was 

fined 10s and costs for having been found asleep in his box. (Railway Times, 16 July 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse and loading shed at 

Heywood. (Manchester Guardian, 20 July 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the supply of 60 tons of fire wood for 

locomotive purposes; it must consist of either Pine, Larch, or Scotch Fir, and cut ready for use. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 July 1842) 

The brewery in Greengate, Salford, is being demolished to make way for the junction railway. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 July 1842) 

Report of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting. (Herapath, 30 July 1842) 

At a meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway held on Wednesday, 27th July 1842 it was 

reported the contest between the railway and the canal companies by which the receipts in the 

merchandise department had been seriously curtailed. The gross receipts in all departments had 

decreased in comparison with the corresponding period in 1841. Since the last meeting a special 

meeting held on 20th April 1842 authorised the directors to proceed with the Hunts Bank junction 

and for this purpose it was necessary to apply to Parliament for authority to make the deviations 

required by the amended line, especially to carry the same through the lands of the Old Quay 

Company and the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway, and along the north west side of Booth 

Street which was necessary in order to effect an independent line of communication between the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway and the Manchester and Leeds Railway. The junction, when 

completed, would form an integral part of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway. The act had been 

obtained, and nearly the whole of the land between Ordsall Lane and Hunts Bank had been 

purchased at prices very little, if at all, exceeding the estimates. The houses and other buildings 

which occupy the site of the intended line from New Bailey Street to Hunts Bank would be speedily 

cleared away; and the engineer was now engaged preparing specifications for contracts for the new 
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works which were to be erected in their place. The authority of the proprietors would be required 

to enable the directors to receive on loan such sums of money as might be necessary to complete 

the purchase of the land, and defray the cost of the intended work. The report was adopted and the 

directors empowered to borrow the money. (Manchester Guardian, 30 July 1842) 

August 
The same number of coaches are plying between Oldham and Manchester since the opening of the 

railway even though the railway fares have been reduced. (Railway Times, 6 August 1842) 

As a consequence of the Chartist disturbances three men were charged with assembling 

tumultuously on Saint George’s Fields on Sunday morning last and attempting to pull down the 

engine house of the Manchester and Leeds Railway. Someone said “£5 for the first brick out of the 

engine house”. Riley said “Let’s go pull down the engine house”. Superintendent Stephenson with a 

strong force went up and apprehended the prisoners. A special constable heard Levens calling to the 

mob to come on or stand their ground, and help themselves from the brick kiln. The prisoners were 

remanded. (Manchester Guardian, 17 August 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the building of a large culvert or tunnel about 33 

yards long by 19 feet wide including all necessary work; also the sinking and walling of a shaft or 

well about 30 yards deep by 4½ feet in diameter; the work required to be done near Miles Platting. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 August 1842) 

Bolton and Preston Railway. Notice is hereby given that, about 2 o’clock in the afternoon of Tuesday 

the 16th 1842 a mob gathered on the works of the railway at Chorley and compelled the workmen 

employed there and in the service of Mr John Stephenson, the contractor, to leave their work. On 

the morning of Friday the 19th instant the workmen again attended at the railway works, and had an 

interview with Mr Mould, Mr Stephenson’s manager; at which interview they made certain requests 

in connection with their future work, with which requests Mr Mould at once avowed himself willing 

to comply. That the men cheered and stated themselves to be perfectly satisfied; but they requested 

a further favour that they might be allowed until this day, Monday the 22nd instant before they 

resumed work, with which additional request Mr Mould complied. That in the course of an hour 

after the interview above referred to Mr Mould received a note containing what purported to be a 

resolution of a meeting of the men, demanding as a further condition of their resuming work an 

advance of wages. That Mr Mould declined to comply with this new demand, the wages paid by him 

to efficient workmen being more than the full average rate of wages to parties similarly employed. 

That the work people have consequently refused to return to their employment and the works of 

the railway continue at a stand. 

Notice is therefore hereby given that five hundred workmen are now wanted for the purpose of the 

above works; and that good labourers may meet with employment there at a rate of three shillings 

per day wages for ten and a half hours’ work. None but experienced workmen need offer 

themselves; and to those who may be engaged 2s 6d will be allowed as travelling expenses to the 

works. (Manchester Guardian, 24 August 1842) 

September 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway and its preparations during the recent manufacturing outbreak. 

Long report from the Standard of London. (Railway Times, 3 September 1842) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 1st September 

1842. It was stated that the Oldham branch, opened on 31st March 1842, had brought an accession 

of traffic, and the land for the Halifax branch had been purchase. The proprietors were, no doubt 

generally aware that, after much difficulty and anxiety, an amicable arrangement was concluded in 

April last, between the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway and the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

for the immediate completion of the Hunts Bank junction. In pursuance of the agreement the 
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necessary land had been bought and this company had already entered into contracts for the work 

on that part of the line which extends from York Street eastwards to the point of the junction with 

the present line, and the works are already in active operation. The arrangements contemplate a 

joint station between the Liverpool and the Leeds companies at Hunts Bank, plans of which are 

under the consideration of the two companies; and the directors are able to report, that, from the 

activity displayed the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway in proceeding with the purchase of land, 

and obtaining a new act of Parliament for a deviation considered necessary in order to avoid passing 

over a part of the Bolton line, they entertain a confident expectation of completing a line for the 

transit of goods in the course of the ensuing spring, and of opening the whole line, together with the 

joint passengers station, at the central point of Hunts Bank, during the following autumn. The 

directors need not dwell upon the importance attached by them to a continuous railway connection. 

They feel assured that in the steps they took to obtain a survey of the northern line, when the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, in March last, came to the conclusion of abandoning the Hunts 

Bank junction, they will have the approval of the proprietors, and under the circumstances their 

sanction to charge the cost of the survey to the Extension Line. The survey had been undertaken to 

ascertain what would be the expenses of a northern line to Liverpool; and the facts elicited had, the 

directors felt, considerable weight in determining the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway to forward 

the views of the directors in completing the Hunts Bank junction. The abandoning of that northern 

line formed a distinct stipulation between the Manchester and Leeds directors and the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway. (Manchester Guardian, Herapath and Railway Times, 3 September 1842) 

At the half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Birmingham Railway, held on Friday, 2nd September 

1842, reference was made to the proposed junction with the Manchester and Leeds Railway. It was 

stated that estimates for the line were £66,500; arrangements had been made with the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway that should the line be built the Manchester and Leeds Company would withdraw 

all competition with the Birmingham Company for Manchester to London traffic. The report 

recommended a committee of proprietors, who had intimated objections to the junction confer 

with the directors and report to a special meeting to be called for the purpose. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 September 1842) 

Report of the Manchester and Leeds Railway accounts. (Herapath, 17 September 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of a dwelling house at the 

Middleton station, Oldham Junction; for the supply of one pair of high pressure steam engines 

constructed on the marine principle; cylinders 33 inches diameter and five feet stroke with three 

boilers capable of working at a pressure of 50lbs per square inch; also for the rope gearing required 

for the working of the extension line to Hunts Bank, consisting of rope, wheels, pulleys, balancing 

frame and weight, etc. (Manchester Guardian, 17 September 1842) 

Accident on 22nd September 1842. (At Bolton) the lever attached to the moving rails leading into a 

siding is made self-acting; that is, it is provided with a weight sufficient to cause the rails, after having 

been used for the siding, to come back into the position necessary for the safety of the main line and a 

strong bolt is provided to be placed, by hand, in a socket by the side of the moving rails, so as to keep 

them firmly in place. (Accident report) 

Yesterday week, Friday 9th September 1842, being the Guild Week, the scholars of the different 

Sunday schools in Preston were treated by their teachers, and other friends, with a trip per railway 

to Fleetwood-on-Wyre, at which delightful place they enjoyed themselves most heartily in parading 

the different streets. The number of scholars was 2,164 with 200 teachers and others, making in the 

whole train 2,364 persons, which were gallantly drawn by the Preston and Wyre No.1 engine, in 27 

open carriages. On the arrival of the train from Fleetwood at the break station, Poulton, at which 

place they halted about half an hour, the scene was truly imposing, each carriage being studded with 

numerous colours, bearing appropriate mottoes, and the whole multitude being engaged in singing 

hymns. (Railway Times, 24 September 1842) 
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October 
The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce that the public are respectfully informed that, on 

and after Monday the 17th October 1842, the coaches leaving Chorley, after the arrival of the 

2.30pm train from Manchester, will be discontinued, and that passengers and parcels be booked 

through to Southport during the winter season by the train leaving the railway station, New Bailey 

Street, every morning at half past nine. These coaches will leave Southport every day at twelve 

o’clock, arriving in Manchester at half past four. (Manchester Guardian, 12 October 1842) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway announce the closure of Windsor Bridge station and the 

opening of Pendleton station on and from Monday, 17th October 1842. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

October 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway have let all the contracts and work has commenced on the 

extension to Hunts Bank with the exception of the station. In preparation for it a row of houses in 

Hunts Bank have been taken down and it is understood that it is intended to raise the level of the 

road over Hunts Bank bridge by four feet, and to have an inclined approach to the line from a point 

just beyond the Castle Inn. The rive Irk is to be arched over for an extent of 30 yards to give facility 

to this approach, which will wind round by Walkers Croft. As the old mansion in which the 

company offices are now placed must shortly come down to make way for the station, arrangements 

have been made for temporary offices at Oldham Road station. With respect to the Liverpool and 

Manchester  extension there are complaints made in Salford that the progress is anything but 

satisfactory and that so far no contracts have been let nor even advertised by the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway. All the buildings are down in the line of the intended junction from the river, 

across Greengate to Gravel Lane; but they are only heaps of ruins. There is no approach to what 

may be called active operations, except at that part of the line parallel to the Bolton railway where, 

we believe, the work is to be done by the Bolton Company, in pursuance of some agreement with 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 12 October 1842) 

The Liverpool and Manchester  Railway invite tenders for iron bridges over the river Irwell and 

sundry streets in Manchester and Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 15 October 1842) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway alterations of trains in consequence of an order received from the 

Postmaster General. The public is respectfully informed, that, on and after Tuesday, the 1st day of 

November 1842, the following alterations in the departure of the trains from Manchester and Leeds 

respectively will take place:- 

From the Manchester station; the 9.30am train will depart at 9.00am; the 10.50 am or Mail Train will 

depart at 10.45am; the 9.30pm train will go no further than Sowerby Bridge. 

On Sundays; the 10.50am or Mail Train will depart at 10.45am; the 9.30am train will be discontinued 

and one at 5.00pm and another at 7.00pm substituted in its place. 

From the Leeds station; the 10.16am or Mail Train on weekdays and on Sundays will depart at 

10.10am. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 October 1842) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains. 

Notice is hereby given that, on and after Tuesday the 1st of November 1842 the 11.30 o’clock train 

from Bolton to Manchester will stop at the Stoneclough station only. The ten o’clock train from 

Bolton to Manchester, and the six o’clock train from Manchester to Bolton will stop at all stations. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 October 1842) 

Leeds and Manchester Railway Bridge – falling of an arch. Between five and six o’clock on Thursday 

evening, 27th October 1842, as the workmen employed on the construction of the viaduct, which 
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carries the Cheetham Hill Road over the line in York Street, near Ducie Bridge, were engaged in 

loading the first arch, on the east side of York Street, it suddenly gave way; and the men along with 

Mr Smith, one of Mr Brogden’s managers, were precipitated to the ground, a distance of from 12 to 

14 feet. Fortunately they fell upon the rubbish; and only one of the workmen sustained a serious 

injury – a fracture of the right thigh. He was removed to the infirmary and is likely to do well. It 

appears that the centres were taken from the arch eight days ago, two days before the 

commencement of the late rains. The wet weather prevented the operations of the workmen 

continuing, and the arch was left unfinished for several days. The rain had the effect of completely 

saturating the mortar, and this accounted for its giving way. That this is the true cause of the 

accident, there can be no doubt; as the foundation and abutments do not show the slightest 

appearance of weakness or imperfection. (Manchester Guardian, 29 October 1842; Railway Times, 

12 November 1842) 

Report on the progress of the Hunts Bank extension. (Railway Times, 29 October 1842) 

Mr Gooch was interrogate by the chairman as to whom he considered liable to rebuild the arch that 

has fallen down on the extension line last week, 27th October 1842, also as to the cause of the falling. 

He replied that the construction of these arches is similar to many on the main line. Mr Forsyth had 

authorised the contractors to slacken the centres, but not to remove them, which he had done of his 

own accord, and he had also neglected to load both ends of the arch equally, and the heavy rain which 

had fallen had completely saturated the mortar and destroyed its adhesive qualities, and consequently 

the loaded end of the arch forced the other end out of its place, and the whole came down. Mr Gooch 

considered Mr Brogden, the contractor, clearly liable. Mr Brogden had also slackened the centre of 

the adjoining arch without orders. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 31 October 1842) 

November 
Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times and Herapath, 5 November 

1842) 

James Boyle offers to keep the Heywood branch in repair “and find horses to draw trains” for £6-10-

0d per week. (Minutes, 21 November 1842) 

Notice of the application to Parliament by the Manchester and Birmingham Railway for a tunnel to 

Hunts Bank. (Manchester Guardian, 22 November 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for an engine shed of timber, about 168 feet by 30 

feet, with engine pits, etc. (Manchester Guardian, 26 November 1842) 

Report of a special meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway to consider the report of the 

committee of shareholders investigating the present position and future prospects of the 

undertaking. The committee recommended that the London board should retire and that the 

London office should be given up, and the future management be placed in the hands of local 

directors. The chairman, Sir Hesketh Fleetwood, in the name of himself and the other London 

directors, tended their resignations and moved the adoption of the report, which was carried. A 

local board was immediately appointed. (Railway Times, 26 November 1842) 

In consequence of the intended junction of the Liverpool and Manchester  with the Leeds and 

Manchester Railway at Hunts Bank, about 200 or 250 yards will have to be executed by the 

Manchester, Bolton and Bury Company. It will be formed entirely of cast iron, and will be elevated 

some 18 feet above the level of the street; to effect which 51 immense cast metal beams will be 

required, each weighing about 7 tons, and a similar number of pillars, each weighing 5 tons. Besides 

this, the entire length and breadth of the road will have a complete cast metal flooring. The 

estimated weight of the whole is 1,030 tons, exclusive of the wrought iron and rails. The railway will 

be formed in the centre of the street, leaving a carriage road on each side. The design is beautiful, 
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and the work, judging from appearances, will be of the most substantial description. (Railway Times, 

26 November 1842) 

December 
Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting held on 24th November 1842. The full report of 

the committee of shareholders was submitted to the meeting. (Railway Times, 3 December 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce tenders for a turntable, 30 feet in diameter, to be fixed 

near the locomotive shed at Manchester. (Manchester Guardian and Herapath, 3 December 1842) 

The Manchester, Oldham and Austerlands Turnpike, who have suffered since the opening of the 

Oldham branch railway, have erected a toll bar in Manchester Street between the town and the 

station. The railway company strenuously oppose this action. (Manchester Guardian, 3 December 

1842) 

The erection of an engine house on the extension line to be let to Mr Brogden. (Minutes, 12 

December 1842) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for stationary engine houses at Collyhurst.

(Manchester Guardian, 28 December 1842) 
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1843 
January  

The tender of James Boyle, £250 per annum, for working and keeping in repair the Heywood branch, 

accepted. 

Mr Gill had proceeded to Liverpool on Monday last, the day appointed for the letting of the Liverpool 

and Manchester  Railway’s portion of the junction line. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 3 

January 1843) 

The omnibus plying between Greenacres Moor and the Oldham branch railway ceased to run for a 

few days last week in consequence of the erection of the toll bar in Manchester Street. The 

proprietor, Mr William Wild, restarted on Saturday to the satisfaction of the first and second class 

passengers. The toll bar is decidedly contrary to the wishes of the inhabitants.  (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 January 1843) 

The erection of stationary engine house for the extension line to be let to Mr Walker for £2,350, 

masonry only. He is asked whether he will accept a further £520 for the ironwork.  

Plans for Hunts Bank station and the Halifax branch may be inspected on 13th February 1843. 

(Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 16 January 1843) 

Mr Walker agrees to furnish the ironwork for the station engine house for £520. (Manchester and 

Leeds Railway Minutes, 23 January 1843) 

It is understood, that an arrangement between the Aire and Calder Navigation Company and the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway has been made; in pursuance of which, the former are to lay a single 

line of rails along the navigation from Broad Reach, near Wakefield, to Goole; and the railway 

company are to work the line, paying the same toll that is charged on the navigation. (Manchester 

Guardian, 28 January 1843) 

February 
At the half yearly meeting of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway held on 25th January 1843 it was 

stated that the directors had completed their contracts for the execution of the extension from 

Ordsall Lane to Hunts bank. The contracts had been taken on moderate terms. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 February 1843) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of the buildings and other masonry, 

etc., at the Hunts Bank joint station; for the formation and completion of the branch railway to 

Halifax, being a length of about one mile and fifty five chains. (Manchester Guardian, 4 February 

1843) 

Of the Oldham branch of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, it is sufficient to state, that it was 

opened on March 31st 1842 and constructed at a cost of £45,000. The directors have also purchased 

the land for the Halifax branch; and the long continued disagreement with the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Company having been brought to a satisfactory conclusion, both companies are now 

actively engaged in the construction of the important junction line through the town of Manchester, 

nearly as sanctioned by Parliament in 1839. (Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1843) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 11 February 1843) 

The tender of Fox and Henderson & Co, £6,975, accepted for the iron roof of Hunts Bank station.

(Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 13 February 1843) 
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The attention of the Locomotive and Stores Committee drawn to a defective engine on a goods train. 

The engine had not been examined thoroughly before steam was got up. Mr Fenton, and also Mr 

Craven, the foreman, reprimanded for neglect of duty. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 14 

February 1842) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway invite tenders for the supply of locomotive power, carriages and 

waggons upon this line, which is expected to be opened throughout about the end of April next. 

Tenders for merchandise traffic – The directors are also prepared to receive proposals from carriers or 

others in regard to the goods traffic upon the line. (Manchester Guardian, 15 February 1843) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains. 

On and after Monday next 20th February 1843, the trains now leaving Manchester and Bolton at a 

quarter past eight in the morning will leave at eight o’clock. Third class carriages will also be 

attached to the eight o’clock evening train from Manchester. Additional trains for the convenience of 

Blackburn passengers: - The nine o’clock morning train from Bolton, and the five o’clock evening 

train from Manchester, now on market days only, will run every day except Sunday; and every day 

the eight o’clock morning and the five o’clock evening trains, and also the four o’clock Friday; and 

the six o’clock Tuesday evening trains from Manchester, are met at Bolton by safe and expedient 

coaches that convey passengers to Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 18 February 1843) 

March 
The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 2nd March 1843. 

The report included the fact that “plans and details of the joint station at Hunts Bank have been agreed 

upon with the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway”. Excessive reductions in rates by the water 

companies since December have been the cause of some problems. The working of the Oldham 

branch has not yet realised the amount expected from it; but the increasing trade in the carriage of 

coal, and the economic power which its gravity yields in the descent of trains to Manchester, render 

the line a profitable source of income. (Manchester Guardian, Railway Times, 4 March1843; 

Herapath, 11 March1843) 

At the half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Birmingham Railway held on Friday, 3rd March 1843 

it was discussed at length the declaration by the Manchester and Leeds Railway of their inability to 

carry out the agreement between the two companies respecting the proposed tunnel junction at 

Hunts Bank. The Manchester and Birmingham Railway felt that the Manchester and Leeds Company 

had deceived them. The proposal was not dropped but was still in the hands of the committee of 

shareholders appointed in September 1842. (Manchester Guardian, 4 March1843) 

Twelve tenders received for the Halifax branch, varying from £18,637 to £30,776, and four for the 

Hunts Bank station, varying from £19,500 to £22,200. Resolved, that Mr George Thomson’s tender of 

£18,637 for the Halifax branch and Mr John Brogden’s tender of £19,000 for the Hunts Bank station 

be accepted. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 6 March1843) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway issue a notice commenting on the Manchester and Birmingham 

Railway meeting report that the Manchester and Leeds Company were pulling out of the tunnel 

scheme. They claim that under the terms of the agreement “each party should refrain from competition 

with each other” for certain traffic. It had since been discovered that the Manchester and Birmingham 

Railway intended to flout this agreement. An arbitrator declared the Birmingham company plan to 

be an illegal conspiracy against the public. The Manchester and Leeds Railway also found that the 

plans, etc., for the tunnel advertised without their knowledge were not by the Manchester and 

Birmingham Railway but by a new company under the name of the Manchester and Birmingham 

Junction Railway Company. The Manchester and Leeds Company feel not obliged to grant the new 

company the same advantages as to the Manchester and Birmingham Company. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 March1843) 
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The Manchester and Birmingham Railway replied to the Manchester and Leeds Railway notice by 

denying the allegations and feel that the Manchester and Leeds Company were content to accept the 

valuable support of the Birmingham Company over the Hunts Bank scheme. The Manchester and 

Birmingham Railway entered into an agreement with the Manchester and Leeds Railway, which they 

considered themselves bound to honour, and have been at all times ready to perform. Have the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway performed their part of the agreement? The Birmingham Company 

say not. (Manchester Guardian, 11 March1843) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for two stone bridges over the river Calder, near 

Rawtenstall Wood, on the turnpike road between Halifax and Todmorden. (Manchester Guardian, 11 

March1843) 

Short report on the Hunts Bank extension. (Railway Times, from Manchester Courier, 18 

March1843) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway issue another statement, with history, in reply to the Manchester 

and Birmingham Railway statement published on 11th March 1843. (Manchester Guardian, 25 

March1843) 

The junction at Hunts Bank is proceeding rapidly. There are deep excavations for the abutments of 

the railway bridge over the river Irwell, the rapid erection of these abutments, and of a brick wall 

abutting the river Irk at its confluence with the river Irwell; the raising of the river wall along Hunts 

Bank by four feet, to which height the road is to be raised; the brick archway over the river Irk, 

below the wall of Chetham’s Hospital; these and other works are advancing with progress which is 

really astounding. The erection of the joint station at Hunts Bank has been let to a contractor, and it 

will be commenced forthwith. The erection of the viaduct along Booth Street adjoining the 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway is being built by that company. The viaduct is carried on an iron 

colonnade in preference to the normal brick or stone arches. The design, both as to construction 

and architectural form, was entrusted to Mr John Hawkshaw, the able engineer of the Bolton 

company; and the massive solidity of the structure, which is now fast advancing to completion, 

combined with its architectural fitness and elegance, reflects the highest credit upon the talent and 

the taste of that gentleman. As this colonnade is now attracting considerable attention from all who 

pass near the works, its massive yet elegant character being admired, a short notice of it may not 

prove unacceptable to our readers; the colonnade, 730 feet in length and 24 feet wide, and is 

supported on fifty two cast iron columns, each weighing about four tons. These carry forty six main 

girders, averaging 6½ tons each; and upon the latter rest the ends of the longitudinal girders, of 

which, there are 86, varying from 3¾ to 5½ tons in weight. The columns are of elegant proportions 

and by no means so squash and thick as those of the ancient Egyptian temples. Each column rises 

from a strong base, about a foot high and has a button or mushroom formed head; from which 

springs the favourite reeded or fluted capital of the Egyptian architecture.  

In the upper work, consisting of the girders and parapet, which forms a noble frieze or entablature 

above the columns, is placed over each pillar a panel, containing two figures of a species of winged 

serpent, one of the favourite embellishments of Egyptian architecture; and by this sparing but 

judicious use of ornament, the general effect is heightened of the chasteness of the design, and the 

massive character of the structure. The whole will be fenced off on the side next the New Bailey 

prison by a cast iron screen, eleven feet in height; the top of which will be seven feet above the rails 

when they are laid. The necessity for this high screen, to shut out the prison, requires great 

massiveness in the whole structure; and the style which has been adopted, as most in accordance 

with this requirement, is a modification of the Egyptian; which was also the more requisite in 

consequence of the columns standing along the centre of the street, a position which would not be 

adopted to the plainest of Grecian orders. The columns stand on stone basements, which project 

about one foot above the pavement, and give firmest and solidity of appearance to the structure. 

Messrs. Richard Ormerod & Sons furnish the ironwork, and the castings are such as to do them 
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much credit. There will be about 1,020 tons of iron work in the whole. The spaces between the 

longitudinal girders will be filled in with brick arches, and on the ballast over these will be laid the 

rails. The whole is rapidly progressing towards completion, and will probably be finished in about 

two months. The colonnade is intended to extend from the west side of Irwell Street to the east 

side of New Bailey Street so that it will cross both streets. The whole, when finished, will be painted 

stone colour. (Manchester Guardian, 25 March1843) 

The junction line branches off from the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway at a point between the 

river Irwell and Ordsall Lane and, after passing over the Bolton canal, the site of Messrs John 

Fitzgerald & Company’s coal wharf, and Stanley Street, will be continued along a viaduct of about 

twenty five arches, including two bridges over intended new streets, across the waste ground called 

Ringspigot Fields, to a point in Irwell Street, adjoining the Bolton Railway viaduct. Not only will the 

arches under the two lines of railway become valuable as warehousing, but the intermediate space, 

half way across which the Bolton Company propose to extend their canal, will be occupied as 

wharfage ground. The railway works are in rapid progress here, as the abutments of many of the 

arches have arisen above the ground, and it is said that the viaduct will be completed by about June. 

The line will cross Chapel Street by a handsome stone skew bridge of eighty three feet span. Gravel 

Lane is passed by a stone bridge of eighty three feet span. Two noble iron bridges, in addition to the 

above, one over the river Irwell of one hundred and twenty feet span, and one over Ducie Street of 

eighty three feet span, complete that portion of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway. The number 

of arches in the viaduct from New Bailey Street to Ducie Street, including the bridges over those 

and intervening streets is fifty seven. The company have liberally consented, we understand, to erect 

a footbridge alongside of the railway bridge they are about to throw over the river Irwell. The 

works on the Manchester and Leeds Railway are further advanced. Many of the arches along this 

part of the line have already been turned, and the abutments of most of the bridges, which are to be 

of iron, and some of them considerably askew, have been erected. The number of arches from York 

Street to Lower Tebbutt Street is thirty eight. From here the line crosses an open space, or waste, 

formerly occupied by brick crofts, in New Town, on an embankment skirted with brick work, of 

about 980 feet in length, after which a cutting of 1,170 feet carries it under Saint George’s Road and 

Cropper Street; whence there succeeds another embankment of 1,320 feet with a viaduct at the 

end, of 158 feet, across Ryder’s reservoir; and here it joins the main line. The line along the 

embankment and cuttings is in a very forward state and in many places nearly ready to receive the 

permanent rails. (Manchester Guardian, from The Times, 29 March1843) 

April 
To Southport by the Manchester and Bolton Railway – To Chorley thence per coach. 

The public are respectfully informed that passengers and parcels are booked through at the railway 

station, New Bailey Street, and the Shakespeare Inn, Fountain Street, by the train every morning at 

half past nine, Sunday excepted. (Manchester Guardian, 5 April 1843) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway have recently made arrangements with the proprietors of the 

Calder and Hebble Navigation to take their canal from Sowerby Bridge to Tall Ing lock, for a term of 

21 years, at a yearly rent. The consequence is the carriers have already given notice of an advance of 

6s per ton on the freight from Hull to Halifax. Report states they are also in treaty for the Rochdale 

Canal. (Manchester Guardian, from Leeds Mercury, 5 April 1843) 

The Junction of Railways in Manchester. From Manchester Times. (Railway Times, 15 April 1843) 

Mr Fenton reported that Mr Walker, the contractor for the new engine house, was not proceeding 

at all satisfactorily, and that he apprehended danger to the main line from the unskilful manner in 

which he was carrying on the excavation. Mr Gooch to take measures. 
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Proposition of the engine drivers to run the passenger trains at 4½d per mile, they finding firemen and 

all materials except water. Mr Fenton to submit suggested alterations to the parties and report. 

(Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 25 April 1843)  

Price per mile reduced to 4¼d. Mr Fenton to obtain the signatures of the men. Duration of the 

agreement, twelve months. (Minutes, 26 April 1843) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway – Sea bathing. The public are informed that arrangements have been 

completed for booking passengers through to Blackpool, on and after the 1st of May next, 1843, by 

railway to Poulton station, and from thence by omnibus. Fares: - From Liverpool or Manchester, first 

class, 12s 6d; second class, 8s 6d. Third class passengers are booked through at Maudland station, 

Preston, for 2s each. (Manchester Guardian, 29 April 1843) 

May 
Southport – The public are respectfully informed, that, on and after Saturday next, the 6th day of 

May, 1843, a new coach will commence running on Saturdays only until further notice from Chorley 

to Southport, on the arrival of trains, leaving the railway station, New Bailey Street, at a quarter past 

two pm. This coach will leave Southport every Monday morning at half past seven, meeting the train 

at Chorley at half past ten for Bolton and Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 3 May 1843) 

Palatine Hotel advertiser ready to receive tenders for the whole or part of the buildings. Specifications 

and plans for inspection at the Manchester and Leeds company engineer’s office, Hunts Bank. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 May 1843) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway, North Midland, York and North Midland, and Hull and Selby 

Railways. – Pleasure excursions during Whitsun Week – One fare out and back. – A special train will 

leave the Oldham Road station at a ¼ before 7 every morning for Derby, Chesterfield and Sheffield, 

leaving Derby on its return at 3.30pm. For Leeds, York, and Hull at a ¼ before 7 and 9am, leaving 

Hull ¼ before 5, York ¼ after 6, and Leeds ¼ after 7 on their return; 

Also a cheap conveyance to London and Leith, for Edinburgh, via Hull, by a special train on Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday for London, and Wednesday and Saturday for Edinburgh, 

at ¼ before 7am at the following charges: Second class carriage, and best cabin to London or 

Edinburgh and back £1-10-0d. Third class carriage and fore cabin to London and Edinburgh and back, 

£1-0-0d. 

Parties wishing to avail themselves of this cheap conveyance to London or Edinburgh may proceed 

on Saturday the 3rd June 1843 as well as during Whitsun Week, and return with the same ticket 

anytime, on or before the 13th of that month from Fresh and London Bridge Wharfs, London, and 

from Leith by the same company’s steamers that conveyed them thence. 

The fares, for London and Edinburgh, apply to all stations on the Manchester and Leeds Railway. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 May 1843) 

Seven arches on the extension line turned in cement and removed. Mr Gooch satisfied with the 

progress. All foundations done at Hunts Bank station. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 29 

May 1843) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains. 

In consequence of the completion of the Bolton and Preston Railway, and the opening through, on 

Monday the 19th instant, 1843, to Preston, on and after that day the times of departure, on the 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway will as follows:- 
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Manchester to Bolton.

1st class trains stopping at 
Stoneclough only, running to 
Preston and Lancaster 
without change of carriage. 

2nd class trains stopping at all stations

7 morning
8 morning

*9½ morning 10½ morning
11½ morning 2½ afternoon
*3½ afternoon 4¾ afternoon
5¼ afternoon 7 afternoon

8½ afternoon
* By these trains passengers are booked to Southport. 

On Sundays
2nd class trains stopping at all stations; running through to Preston
7½ morning
5½ afternoon 

Bolton to Manchester

1st class trains stopping at 
Stoneclough only 

2nd class trains stopping at all stations

7 morning
9 morning 8 morning
10.40 morning 12½ afternoon

1½ afternoon
3 afternoon 4½ afternoon

5¾ afternoon
7.10 afternoon 8½ afternoon
On Sundays
2nd class trains stopping at all stations
9½ morning
7¼ evening

(Manchester Guardian, 10 June 1843) 

June 
Alteration of trains. We understand that the immense cuttings on the Bolton and Preston Railway 

near Chorley (and which have been the cause of the delay in its being opened) are now nearly 

finished. It was fully expected, that the line would have been ready for opening on Monday last; but 

we find that it is delayed for another week; so that, we believe, the railway from Preston to 

Manchester by Chorley and Bolton will for the first time be traversed on Monday week. 

(Manchester Guardian, 10 June 1843) 

In consequence of General Pasley’s inability to inspect the line on Thursday next, as previously 

arranged, the Bolton and Preston Railway will not be opened on Monday next as intimated in this 

company’s (Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway) advertisement. The delay will probably be not 

more than a day or two, and due notice will be given of the opening, as well as the alterations of the 

times of departure from Manchester and Bolton, in which there will be some slight changes from 

what were noticed on Saturday last. (Manchester Guardian, 14 June 1843) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains on and after the 22nd June 1843 on which 

day the Bolton and Preston Railway was opened through. 
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Manchester to Bolton Bolton to Manchester

Morning Morning
*7 stops at all stations *7 stops at all stations
*8 stops at all stations *8 stops at all stations
*9½ stops at Stoneclough *9 stops at Stoneclough
10¼ stops at all stations 10 stops at all stations
11½  stops at Stoneclough 11 stops at Stoneclough
Afternoon Afternoon
2¼ stops at all stations 12½ stops at all stations
3½  stops at Stoneclough 1½ stops at all stations
4¾ stops at all stations 3 stops at Stoneclough
*5.40 stops at Stoneclough 4½ stops at all stations
7 stops at all stations 5½ stops at Stoneclough
8½ stops at all stations *7½ stops at Stoneclough

*8½ stops at all stations
Sundays

Manchester to Bolton Bolton to Manchester

Morning Morning
*7¾ stops at all stations *9¼ stops at all stations
Afternoon Afternoon
*1 stops at all stations *2 stops at all stations
5½ stops at all stations *7¼ stops at all stations
8¼ stops at all stations *9 stops at all stations

Manchester to Chorley, Preston and Lancaster.

Morning Afternoon 
*9½ *3½
*11¾ *5.40

Preston to Chorley, Manchester.

Morning Afternoon
*8.05 2.05
10 *6.10

Lancaster to Preston and Manchester.

Morning Afternoon
*7 1
8.50 5.20
Sundays
5.20 5.20
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On Sundays

Manchester to Preston Preston to Manchester

Morning Morning
7¾ 8½
Evening Evening
5½ 6.10

Manchester to Southport Manchester to Blackpool and Fleetwood

Morning Morning
9½ 9½
Afternoon Afternoon
3½ 3½

On Sunday
7¾

Manchester to Blackburn

On weekdays by the 8 o’clock morning and 4¾ evening, also by the 5.40 Tuesday evening 
trains. 
Third class carriages are attached to the trains marked thus *.

(Manchester Guardian, 24 June 1843; Railway Times, 1 July 1843) 

Specification for a third class carriage. Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Rly Times, 24 June 1843) 

Report of an accident in Summit tunnel on Wednesday, 21st June 1843. (Manchester Guardian, 24 

June 1843; Railway Times, 1 July 1843) 

July 
Report of the opening of the Bolton and Preston Railway. Long report from Manchester Advertiser. 

(Railway Times, 1 July 1843) 

Report of the Manchester and Leeds Railway Benevolent Institution. (Railway Times, 1 July 1843) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for a warehouse and other works at Todmorden; for 

sheds at Manchester; for a self-acting lathe capable of turning six feet engine wheels with flanges and 

for two weighing machines for railway purposes and capable of weighing ten tons each. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 July 1843) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains. 

On and after Thursday, the 27th July, 1843, the train now leaving Manchester for Bolton, Preston, 

etc., at half past nine in the morning will leave at ten minutes past nine. The Sunday morning train 

will in future leave at half past seven instead of three quarters past. On and after Tuesday next the 

1st August 1843, the quarter past two train to Bolton will be discontinued; and an additional through 

train will run direct from Manchester to Preston and Fleetwood at a quarter before two in the 

afternoon, returning in time for the 6.10 train from Preston to Manchester. 

The train now leaving Preston for Manchester at 2.5 will leave at 2.25; and the train at present 

leaving Bolton for Manchester at three o’clock in the afternoon will leave at half past three. 

(Manchester Guardian, 26 July 1843) 

Alteration of time to Southport – The public are most respectfully informed, that on and after 

Thursday next the 27th July 1843 coaches will leave Euxton station for Southport on the arrival of 

trains leaving the railway station, New Bailey Street, every morning at ten minutes past nine instead 

of half past nine as before, and a quarter before twelve am and at half past three in the afternoon; 

and on Sunday morning at half past seven. (Manchester Guardian, 26 July 1843) 
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The North Lancashire Steam Navigation Company’s new powerful steam ship, Prince of Wales,

burthen 550 tons, 260 horse power, will sail regularly between Fleetwood and Belfast. 

From Fleetwood every Wednesday and Saturday evening. From Belfast every Monday and Friday 

evening. Fares; Saloon, 15s; Fore cabin, 10s. No steward’s fees 

The above vessel will leave Fleetwood after the arrival of the London day mail train; passengers 

leaving Manchester by the North Union Railway train at five o’clock or by the Manchester and 

Bolton train at twenty minutes before six o’clock will be in full time. (Manchester Guardian, 26 July 

1843) 

Report of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway adjourned meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 29 

July 1843; Railway Times, 29 July 1843, 5 August 1843; Herapath, 5 August 1843) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Large notice of travelling to the sea side and the Lakes. 

By the completion of the Bolton and Preston Railway the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway has 

become the direct route from Manchester and places east of it to Preston Lancaster, Fleetwood, 

Kendal, Carlisle, and Glasgow; also to Southport, Blackpool, and Lytham and the whole of the Lake 

District passing from Manchester up the Vale of the Irwell, through some of the most beautiful 

scenery in Lancashire. 

Passengers and parcels are booked at the railway office, New Bailey Street, Salford, by the following 

trains without change of carriage: - Timetable. 

Strangers arriving at Manchester should be particular in inquiring for the Manchester Bolton and Bury 

Railway office, New Bailey Street, Salford, to avoid being taken round by Parkside. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 July 1843) 

August 
Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway. (Railway Times, 5 August 1843, 19 August 1843; 

Herapath, 19 August 1843) 

At Hunts Bank the massive piers of the solid masonry for the bridges that are to span Great Ducie 

Street and the river Irwell are ready to receive the staging and the buildings that crown the station 

are now being roofed over. Over half the incline has had the rails laid. The station is approached by 

an incline plane from just above the confluence of the river Irk with the river Irwell. To give greater 

width the bridge over the river Irk has  been widened; and the road, which rises at 1 in20, will be 

fifty feet in width; the carriage way being thirty four feet with an eight foot flagged footpath on each 

side. The ascent has been much facilitated by the late Manchester Police Commissioners having 

recently raised Great Ducie Street and Hunts Bank to an extent of four feet. 

The station will cover a distance from Hunts Bank to Ducie Bridge of 852 feet having five main lines 

of rails, three of which are appropriated for the main lines and two are sidings for goods. In addition 

to this there are other sidings for goods; and the departure lines for the two railways are also 

sidings. To the length of 700 feet from Great Ducie Street, the station will be covered in with an 

iron roofing, erected in three compartments, the centre one being 59 feet 6 inches span; that on the 

north side 28 feet and that on the south side 26 feet 3 inches. This roofing with a length of 700 feet 

and an entire width of about 114 feet will form the largest extent of railway roofing in the kingdom. 

This immense roof will be supported by the northern boundary wall of the station, and by a number 

of iron columns. During the day, the station will be well lighted by skylights in the roof, and, during 

the night, by a series of gas lamps, fitted with burners for the beautiful “Rose Light”. On the north 

side, the station will be bounded by a lofty stone wall; and on the south side will be protected by a 

similar wall, forming also the retaining wall for the approach road from Hunts Bank. The walls 

bounding this approach road will be surmounted by ornamental cast iron railings, instead of stone 
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parapets. The platforms are on the south side of the rails. The arrival platform for the Liverpool line 

is between the station and Ducie Street and to this there is a covered way for carriages; one half of 

the southerly roof projecting over the arrival platform, so as to protect the passengers effectually 

from the weather in getting in and out of the carriages. The platforms are very large and convenient. 

That in front of the building is twenty four feet wide and continues for 184 feet by 12 feet from the 

building towards Great Ducie Street and at the other end for 120 feet by 12 feet from the building 

towards York Street. At each end of the station is a place where horses and carriages, for 

conveyance by railway, going to or arriving from the east and west, may be embarked or landed with 

every facility; and near, are series of turntables into the sidings which are on the north side of the 

main lines. On that side of the station, there is also to be a large covered shed, to and from which 

sidings will covey spare carriages. 

The station house is placed on the centre of the south side of the station, and has two fronts; the 

north to the railway and the south to the carriageway on the approach. This handsome building, 

designed in what is termed the Roman Doric style, is only one storey in height above the ground, 

and is 266 feet long by 36 feet in width. The material used in its erection is a description of wall 

stone, much used in the West Riding, though we believe this is the first instance of its used for 

building in this town or neighbourhood. It is procured at Brighouse, and is usually called “parrpoint” 

(Pierre-point); it is, in fact, a flagstone, broken into small blocks which are of uniform and good 

colour. Approaching the south front of the station by the inclined plane, the visitor finds himself 

opposite its centre, which projects a little from the line of the building, and in which is the 

refreshment saloon for the first and second class passengers, with ladies waiting rooms, etc. This 

centre presents a frontage of about sixty feet; the refreshment saloon is lighted by a handsome 

circular headed windows, with stone pilasters and dressings, and surmounted by an elegant cornice, 

about the centre of which is to be placed a large clock. To the right and left respectively are the 

booking offices of the two companies having entrances under a covered way, supported by brackets 

9 feet 6 inches long. The substitution of these for pillars is an improvement in convenience, as pillars 

are often in the way of the doors of cabs or coaches drawing up, while these brackets leave the 

whole of the covered way clear. At the east and west ends of the building are the offices of the 

station masters, and the parcel offices, which project to the same face as the central portion of the 

building, with handsome doorways and cornices to correspond. A parapet surmounts the whole 

length of the building.  

Internally, the large central refreshment room will be of the dimensions of 40 feet 3 inches by 22 

feet 2 inches. It contains also a space for a bar and etc., 40 feet 3 inches by 11 feet 3 inches. This 

room will have two entrance doors, both from the railway platform; one for Liverpool and one for 

Leeds passengers. This saloon is for first and second class passengers only. A door at each end 

opens into the ladies waiting rooms and etc; one at the east end for Leeds passengers and one at the 

west end for Liverpool passengers. These waiting rooms have also doors of egress direct to the 

railway platform. The saloon itself will be the gentlemen’s waiting room. Below this refreshment 

room, on the basement storey, will be that for the third class passengers, which is to be of similar 

size, and will be approached by stone steps from the railway platform; it will have a bar and every 

convenience and accommodation suitable for that class of passenger; and in the basement storey are 

also kitchens, etc., wine and spirit cellars, ale and porter stores, etc. Between the upper refreshment 

rooms and wings, are the large and convenient booking offices; there being two for the Leeds 

Railway, viz, one of 50 feet 1 inch by 22 feet 9 inches for the first and second class passengers; and 

another, of similar dimension for the third class passengers. This division is made with a view to 

separate all the passengers as early as possible into two equal portions, so as to facilitate the 

booking, the press of which is always great in the last few minutes; and there being more third class 

passengers on this line than of the other two classes put together. The Liverpool Railway will 

probably divide the booking of their first and second class passengers, as they have two similar 

booking offices. Between the booking offices and parcel offices on each side, there is to be a waiting 

lobby and other conveniences for second or third class passengers. The two wings at the extreme 

ends of the building are to be occupied as the parcel offices, and the offices of the station masters of 
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the two companies. Beneath these, in the basement storey, are rooms for the porters, in which to 

wait and take their meals, during their hours of attendance at the station. The whole of these 

erections for the station are under the superintendence of Mr Forsyth, the resident engineer of the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway; and the rapidity with which they have progressed towards 

completion reflects credit on the gentleman, as well as on Mr John Brogden, the contractor for the 

building of the whole of the Leeds extension line, and the joint station. The contracts for the 

buildings and the station, as well as for the Leeds extension line generally, contain a clause for their 

completion by the first of September 1843; and there is little doubt that the whole will be opened, 

so far as the Leeds line, early next months.  

The iron bridge over Great Ducie Street, which will have a span of 83 feet, is now nearly ready for 

the setting the iron work; and, we understand, it will be completed without interruption to the 

traffic of that great thoroughfare. The iron bridge of one arch over the river Irwell will have a span 

of 120 feet; and the brickwork on the Salford side, and the masonry on the Strangeways side of the 

river, for the abutments, etc., are also nearly ready to receive the ironwork forming the arch. It will 

probably be six months before the Liverpool extension line is completed in its connection with the 

Hunts Bank station. 

To some extent connected with this station, flanking the entrance to the inclined approach to the 

railway from Great Ducie Street, will be an edifice of considerable size, now in progress of erection 

for the proprietor, Mr Robert Gill, by Mr Bellhouse, from a design by Messrs I & J Holden, of this 

town, under whose direction the building is rapidly rising. This is destined for an inn, to be called the 

Palatine Hotel, and stands on the site of the College Inn (formerly the Castle Inn), and the adjoining 

between the college wall and the street. This handsome and capacious structure present a frontage 

towards Great Ducie Street of 110 feet, and a semi-circular return front along the approach to the 

station. The style of its architecture is what is called the early Italian, or Romanesque; and the whole 

of the front is constructed of the same material as the station house, which has a very good and 

pleasant effect. (Manchester Guardian, 19 August 1843) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Herapath and Railway Times, 19 August 1843) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains.

On and after Thursday next, the 24th August, the 11¼ morning train from Manchester will 
start at 11½; and the 7¼ evening train from Bolton will start at 7½. 
There will also be an additional train from Manchester to Preston at seven in the morning, 
and from Preston to Manchester at half past twelve in the afternoon. 
On and after Sunday the 27th instant the Sunday trains will start as under.

From Manchester From Bolton to Manchester

*7 stops at Stoneclough 9½  stops at all stations
9½ stops at all stations 2 stops at all stations
1 stops at all stations 7¼ stops at Stoneclough
*5½ stops at Stoneclough 8½ stops at all stations
8¼ stops at all stations
Trains marked thus * go to Preston
The seven o’clock Sunday morning train goes to Fleetwood and Blackpool.

(Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1843) 

September 
Manchester and Leeds Railway – The public are respectfully informed that passengers for Doncaster 

may proceed by the Mail Train for Swinton, which leaves the Manchester station at ten minutes 

before eleven o’clock on Sunday the 10th September 1843; and by a special train which will depart 

from the Manchester station at six o’clock in the morning of Tuesday the 12th (which is St Leger 

Day). For Swinton; and also by the train which leaves Manchester at a quarter before seven o’clock 
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in the morning of every day during the race week; where coaches, omnibuses, and boats will be in 

attendance to convey passengers from Swinton to Doncaster, or to the race course 

On Tuesday evening, the 12th a special train for Manchester stopping at all station on this railway will 

depart from the Swinton station at a quarter before eight o’clock. (Manchester Guardian, 6 

September 1843) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 6th

September 1843. (Manchester Guardian, Railway Times, Herapath, 9 September 1843) 

Report of the Manchester and Leeds Railway accounts. (Railway Times, 16 September 1843) 

The town of Middleton is likely to be favoured in a short time with a branch railway from the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. The line from Barrowfields to the point of a junction with the main 

line will only be about a mile. Surveys are in progress. (Manchester Guardian, 16 September 1843) 

Following the desire expressed at the Manchester and Leeds Railway meeting of attending to the 

important local and intermediate traffic connected with their line it is confidently expected that the 

directors will see the necessity of extending the Oldham branch railway to the populous and 

flourishing suburb of Greenacres Moor. (Manchester Guardian, 16 September 1843) 

Notice of the promotion of the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway following a meeting at 

Bury on 28th September 1843. (Manchester Guardian, 30 September 1843) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for a station and dwelling house at Todmorden; for 

the erection of a shed for passengers at Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 30 September 1843) 

The Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway to apply for powers to build a railway from 

Rawtenstall and Bury to the Hunts Bank station of the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 30 September 1843) 

October 
A meeting has been held at Blackburn to consider the expediency of forming a railway from the 

town in connection with one of the larger lines which are within a few miles of Blackburn. 

(Manchester Guardian, 4 October 1843) 

Notice of the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1843) 

The splendid and extra-ordinary work, which will unite the Liverpool and Leeds railways at Hunts 

Bank, is progressing rapidly. The station, including the sliding lines (sic), turntables, arrival and 

departure platform, will be the most extensive in the kingdom, surpassing the justly celebrated one 

at Derby; it will include a space of 852 feet in length, by an average breadth of 130 feet, having five 

main lines of rails; 700 feet of the length will be covered with an iron roof in three compartments, of 

59 feet 6 inches, 28 feet and 26 feet 3 inches, span respectively, supported by elegant iron columns. 

The station house, containing the waiting and refreshment rooms, booking offices, etc., all erected in 

the most convenient and extensive manner, is a handsome building in the Roman Doric style, 256 

feet long and 36 feet wide, raised one storey from the ground, and surmounted by a parapet; the 

refreshment saloon is lighted by elegant circular headed windows with stone pilasters and dressings, 

and surmounted by an elegant cornice, in the centre of which is to be placed a handsome clock. The 

entrances to the booking offices are under a covered way, supported by brackets 9 feet 6 inches 

long, which, though perhaps not equal in architectural beauty to the pillars surpass them in 

convenience, as it leaves a clear space for vehicles and foot passengers, and will be unexampled for 

general convenience. (The Builder, 7 October 1843) 

It is stated that the company lately formed for making a railway from Manchester through Bury to 

Rawtenstall, are surveying the country between Rawtenstall and Accrington, with a view of 
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extending their line to the latter town. The proposed extension would give to the principal 

manufacturing towns of East Lancashire the facilities of a railway communication through Manchester 

with the main lines of railway in the kingdom. (Manchester Guardian, 14 October 1843) 

Mr Brogden will be ready with the Extension Line in a fortnight, but the stationary engines will not be 

ready then. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 16 October 1843) 

Report of the North Lancashire Steam Navigation Company, Fleetwood. (Herapath, 21 October 

1843) 

Report of agreement between the Bolton and Preston and the North Union Railways, by which the 

two lines will be amalgamated. (Herapath, 28 October 1843) 

November 
Report of a Bolton and Preston Railway meeting to take into consideration the propriety of uniting 

with the North Union Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 1 November 1843; Herapath, 4 November 

1843; Railway Times, 11 November 1843) 

Report of a proposed railway to Blackburn from a junction with the North Union Railway about two 

miles south of Preston, at an estimated cost of £120,000. (Manchester Guardian, 4 November 1843) 

The long pending disputes between the North Midland and Manchester and Leeds Railway 

companies as to the payment to be made by the latter for the use of Leeds station, and also as to 

the toll to Normanton, have been settled on terms satisfactory to both parties. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 November 1843) 

Notice of the Ashton and Stalybridge Junction Railway from the Manchester and Leeds Railway at 

Newton (Miles Platting); the Manchester and Leeds Railway Bradford branch from Ledger Bridge, 

Mirfield, to the Court House, Bradford; the Bury branch from near the Middleton station to Silver 

Street, Bury; the Huddersfield branch from where the railway crosses the river Calder; to purchase 

and maintain the Heywood branch. 

Notice of the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway from Manchester.  (Manchester Guardian, 

11 November 1843) 

Report of a meeting proposing that the Ashton and Stalybridge Junction Railway be joined to the 

Sheffield, Ashton and Manchester Railway instead of the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, Herapath, 18 November 1843; Railway Times, from Manchester Courier, 11 November 

1843) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway advertise for an experienced superintendent of permanent way 

to overlook and direct the platelayers and others employed in maintaining the line and works. Salary 

£200 per annum. (Herapath, 18 November 1843) 

Surveys are in progress for the purpose of ascertaining the best course of the proposed line from 

Bury to the Manchester and Leeds Railway. At present the line will commence near the Eagle and 

Child public house at the top of Bolton Street, Bury, crossing the river Roche near Gigg Bridge and 

on to the centre of Middleton then directly to a junction with the Manchester and Leeds Railway at 

the terminus (sic) of the Oldham branch. (Manchester Guardian, 18 November 1843) 

Report of the North Union Railway meeting to consider the propriety of amalgamation with the 

Bolton and Preston Railway. (Herapath, 25 November 1843) 

The new station at Hunts Bank, Manchester, is in rapid progress. The extensive and splendid roof is 

now finished within some eight yards, and it is said to be not inferior to that at Derby. The offices 

and roof cover a space considerably exceeding two acres. (Herapath, 25 November 1843) 



1840 - 1849 

119 

December 
We hear that the union of the Manchester and Leeds Railway and the Hull and Selby Railway is, at 

length, affected by the leasing of the Hull and Selby Railway to the Manchester and Leeds Railway. 

The terms, we understand, are to guarantee 5% to the Hull and Selby and a proportion of the 

surplus profits. By this compact the Manchester and Leeds Railway have, it is said, checkmated the 

operations of Mr Hudson. (Herapath, 9 December 1843) 

The inhabitants of Rastrick having proceeded against the Manchester and Leeds Railway for a 

nuisance in crossing the road, the Court of Queen’s Bench has ordered that they should pay a fine 

of £5,000 unless the nuisance be abated. (Herapath, 9 December 1843) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. The public is respectfully informed, that, on and after Monday, 1st 

January 1844, the new station at Hunts Bank, Manchester, will be opened for passengers, parcels, 

gentlemen’s carriages and horses; the trains starting and arriving at the same times as at present. A 

station for the convenience of parties living in the neighbourhood of Failsworth, Hollinwood, and 

Newton Heath will also be opened at Miles Platting junction from whence a train will start for Hunts 

Bank station every half hour, from 8.00am to 8.30pm. The fares to and from Hunts Bank to Miles 

Platting will be 6d inside and 3d open carriages. Passengers will no longer be booked at Lees Street, 

Oldham Road; as that station will on and after the 1st January be wholly appropriated to goods and 

cattle. (Manchester Guardian, 16 December 1843) 

Report of the Blackburn and Preston Railway meeting to consider the best mode of carrying into 

effect the projected railway between that town (Blackburn) and the Farington station of the North 

Union Railway. (Herapath, 16 December 1843) 

Mr Fenton authorised to negotiate with the engine drivers for a new contract at 3¼d per mile. 

(Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 21 December 1843) 

We see that the Leeds Railway Company have liberally consented to take passengers for the concert 

in Manchester of the Workmen’s Singing Classes on Christmas Day, at half fares from Oldham, 

Middleton, Heywood, Rochdale and Todmorden stations on obtaining double tickets there, and that 

a special train is to be provided to take them back at ten o’clock at night after the concert. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 December 1843) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway is to be held on 28th December 1843 to 

consider and decide whether to unite and consolidate into one concern the Manchester and Leeds 

and Hull and Selby Railways. Also to consider and authorise branch railways to Bradford, 

Huddersfield and Bury and for power to purchase and maintain a railway already made to Heywood. 

(Manchester Guardian, Herapath, 23 December 1843) 

The paving of the carriage way and the flagging of the footpaths, on the inclined plane to the new 

joint station of the Leeds and Liverpool Railways, are proceeding with great speed toward 

completion, so as to be ready for the opening of the station (as regards the Leeds Railway only) on 

Monday next, 1st January 1844. 

The railway bridge over Hunts Bank is now nearly complete. On Saturday afternoon all the 

framework of timber, which supported the immense iron ribs forming the arch, was removed; so 

that the fine graceful sweep of the arch, spanning the wide carriage way and footpaths of the street, 

was for the first time exposed uninterruptedly to view. This bridge has been completed without a 

single hour’s stoppage of the thoroughfare, and, so far as we are aware, without a serious accident. 

Though it appears low, from its great span, which is about 83 feet, its centre is 23 feet above the 

crown of the carriage way, and even the springing of the arch is really at a considerable height above 

the footpath. (Manchester Guardian, 27 December 1843) 

Notice of the Blackburn and Preston Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 27 December 1843) 
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At a special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway held on Thursday, 28th December 1843 

resolutions were passed to obtain acts of Parliament for the following; the Heywood branch, which 

had been built with the sanction of the proprietors, with the consent of the landowners and without 

an act of Parliament; the Bradford branch; the Huddersfield branch; the Bury branch, via Middleton; 

the Ashton branch. It was also resolved that negotiations take place with the Hull and Selby Railway 

and arrangements with the York and North MR. 

The chairman said that a proprietor had forwarded a proposition which he wished to be submitted 

to the meeting; that the designation of the new station, in Manchester, should be “The Victoria 

Station”, as the Hunts Bank station did not appear to him appropriate. Mr John Woollam moved a 

resolution to that effect, which (with a saving clause introduced by the chairman, “with the 

approbation of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway Company”) passed unanimously.  

In conclusion the chairman said that if any gentlemen were desirous to visit the Victoria station, a 

train and carriages had been provided upstairs, to convey them hither, and Captain Laws would 

accompany them. 

Major-General Pasley was to be in Manchester this evening, to inspect the extension line the next 

day, before its opening. (Manchester Guardian & Railway Times, 30 December 1843; Herapath, 6 

January 1844) 

New passenger carriages (on the Manchester and Leeds Railway have recently been constructed and 

used on this railway, which are a great improvement, and evince a laudable disposition on the part of 

the company to accommodate the public. These consist of two 1st class coupes, one in front and one 

in rear, with two 2nd class carriages in the centre. Being made wider than usual, though this railway 

has the narrow 4ft 8½ins gauge, the 1st class coupes admit four persons sitting abreast, but with only 

one elbow rest in the centre, and are much higher than any carriages, except those of the GWR, 

and are also well ventilated, even when the windows are shut, without throwing a draught of air on 

the passengers. In the centre of each coupe is a table, and at each end of it two stools for children, 

all of which may either be used or shut up close to the front of the coupe. Thus a family with small 

children may go together comfortably in the same coupe by using the stools. 

2nd class carriages […] being 7ft 6ins wide in the clear, admit of five persons sitting abreast 

conveniently, who are completely protected from the weather. Over each door there is a pane of 

wire-gauze, with a wooden shutter, both shutting down in the usual manner, like the door windows 

of the gentlemen’s carriages, so that the whole space may either be left open for air, or the wire-

gauze panes may be used to prevent too great a draught; or, if required, the wooden shutters may 

be drawn up close on one or both sides. But in the latter case the passengers are not left in the 

dark, because there are the same sort of fixed glass panes on each side of the doors of these 2nd

class carriages, which are used in the 1st class carriages of other railways. By this excellent 

arrangement the health and comfort of the 2nd class passengers are kindly and considerately 

provided for, and the only difference between these and the 1st class carriages is, that the passengers 

in the former have wooden seats and lean against wood, and are without elbow rests or cushions to 

sit on or lean against. (Inspection Report, 30 December 1843) 

Major-General Pasley, who inspected the extension line on 29th December 1843, has given approval 

to opening the line. The Liverpool and Manchester  Railway to be written to for sanction to the name 

of Victoria station. The extension line, Hunts Bank and Newton stations opened this morning. The 

trains, in lieu of the rope approaches not yet in working order, are worked by locomotives. 

(Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 1 January 1844) 
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1844 
On Monday last, New Year’s Day, the extension line of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, from 

Collyhurst to the new Victoria station, at Hunts Bank, was opened, as announced in our last, the 

first train from the station starting at seven o’clock in the morning. There was no public celebration; 

the train taking its departure in the ordinary way, amidst the cheers of those assembled. This station 

is the largest in this, or perhaps any other, part of the kingdom, possessing a larger covered area 

than even the Derby station. Being the joint and central station connecting the uninterrupted railway 

communication between the great seaports of Liverpool and Hull, it will unite in a line of the most 

accessible communication, four of the largest towns in the north of England, Liverpool, Manchester, 

Leeds, and Hull; and thus bring the German Ocean and Irish Sea within a few hours’ distance of each 

other, while it also links to this great chain of railway communication the important towns and 

places of Bolton, Oldham, Middleton, Rochdale, Huddersfield, Bradford, Halifax Selby, and York, and 

gives access by means of its junction with the North Midland and York and North Midland railways, 

to almost every other great lines of railroads in the kingdom, north and south. We think, therefore, 

that a description of the Leeds extension line and the Victoria station, although to some extent they 

have been previously noticed in our columns, cannot fail to be interesting to many of our readers. 

We omit all notice, in the present article, of the junction or extension line of the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway from Ordsall Lane to Hunts Bank (through Salford); because, although it is in a 

tolerably forward state, it is not by any means completed; and when this portion of the connection is 

opened (which is expected to be “in all March”), that will be the fittest time to notice the works of 

that part of the junction 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway extension line is to commence at some distance to the east of 

the present station, viz. near Ryder’s Mill, a little to the north east of Collyhurst Lane. For nearly 

500 yards up to the goods station, the original line and the extension will be nearly parallel; the 

latter being a short distance to the north of the former, both passing over Manchester and Leeds 

Railway property. The extension, where it leaves the main line is to commence on an embankment 

of about 14 feet which is gradually reduced till it reaches the surface of the ground, on which it 

continues through the greater part of the company’s land. On quitting this land, after proceeding to 

the north of the present engine house, it passes the north end of Cropper Street and Back Cropper 

Street (which streets will be carried over the railway), and under Saint George’s Road, the road 

being raised probably five feet for this purpose. The road will be carried over the railway by a neat 

bridge, with stone facings and iron girders, 191 feet in length. It then proceeds, in excavation, with 

retaining walls (as near Euston Square, London), through or near the end of several small and ill-

defined streets of cottages, lying to the north of Saint George’s Road, till it reaches a point a little 

north of Nelson Street. It will next pass on an embankment of a few feet over some vacant land to 

Lower Tebbutt Street, and there is to commence a viaduct, on the east side of that street; the line 

being carried over it by an iron bridge. On this viaduct it continues to Bromley Street which it 

crosses a little to the north of the Manchester Gas Works. It next crosses over Park Street, Back 

Irk Street, Ashley Lane, adjoining the burial ground, and Blackley Street (over the last named street 

by means of a large iron bridge), and thence, still by viaduct, over several small streets till it reaches 

a bend of the river Irk, east of Scotland Bridge, which it crosses twice, by skew bridges, at an 

elevation of about 35 feet, so as to leave ample passage for the river when flooded. Thence the line 

will be carried over Long Millgate, which it to be spanned by an iron bridge, in the direction of Mill 

Hill, a little to the south of Scotland Bridge. It then proceeds close to the south side of the old 

Town’s Mill, and crosses the Irk for the third time, at an elevation of about 35 feet, and nearly at 

right angles, then proceeds, still on arches, to within a short distance of York Street, Cheetham Hill; 

being a distance, on arches, of 670 yards. The number of arches in this viaduct, including those of the 

bridges is 38. These arches will, of course, vary, both in height and span, with the nature of the 

ground and the width of the streets to be passed over; the extreme height being 35 feet, and the 

average height being 28 feet. The line proceeds to York Street, Cheetham Hill, beneath which it 

passes, about 16 feet below the level of the street, a little above the entrance to the burial ground, 

near Ducie Bridge. Here it takes the line of the division wall between the burial ground and the 



1840 - 1849 

122 

premises of the Manchester Workhouse, and so arrives at the proposed station of the company in 

Hunts Bank, just below the garden of the workhouse, and near the confluence of the rivers Irk and 

Irwell. Some curiosity has been felt as to the gradients of this extension line.  With respect to the 

gradients we may state that on its leaving the main line near Collyhurst Lane, it descends at an 

inclination of 1 in 49, to where it crosses Saint George’s Road. Thence to York Street, the descent is 

continued at an inclination of 1 in 60; and, from that point to the terminus at Hunts Bank station, it 

will ascend at an inclination of 1 in 132.  

This ascent to the station possesses the advantages of enabling the trains arriving to ascend it solely 

by the impetus obtained by their descending the plane on 1 in 60, which will carry them up to the 

station, and gently stop them there almost without needing the application of the brake; strong 

buffers, however, are provided, at the extreme end of the arrival line. The  departing trains descend 

this incline of 1 in 132 of themselves, without the aid of horse or other power, till they reach the 

endless rope at York Street, where they are attached, and are then drawn to the junction of the 

extension with the main line near Collyhurst Lane. The endless rope is of iron wire, contained in a 

number of strands, and for which the inventor, Mr Newall, obtained a patent. There are two 

stationary engines, or, more currently, a double stationary engine, of 240 horse power, placed near 

the junction with the main line, at Collyhurst. The signal to these engines to work the endless rope 

is given from York Street Bridge, by the telegraph, which we shall notice hereafter. This extension 

line has two curves in it, both of which, however, are of so large a radius, as to be wholly 

unobjectionable. The entire length of the Manchester and Leeds extension line is 2,320 yards. That 

of the Liverpool and Manchester  junction, from Ordsall Lane to Hunts Bank will be about 1,790 

yards; so that the entire length of the junction lines from Collyhurst to Ordsall Lane will be nearly 

two miles and a third. We do not know the exact cost of the Leeds extension, but presume that it 

will not much exceed £180,000. 

In connection with it we may mention, that parties connected with both the Manchester 

Workhouse and the Town’s (or Grammar School) Mill have applied to have communications with 

the railway near those establishments. To the latter the advantage of the railway passing it is very 

great, as the grain required, whether from Liverpool or Yorkshire, can thus be deposited at its gates 

without any loss of time or cost for cartage, etc. We believe that in compliance with the request of 

the committee of the Town’s Mill, a siding is to be laid from the line into the yard of the mill, so that 

waggons of grain from either Liverpool or Hull can run direct into the mill. Gates have been erected, 

and a similar siding is to be made from the line to the Manchester workhouse yard. 

The Victoria station is approached from Hunts Bank, by an inclined plane, like those of the 

Manchester and Birmingham and the Liverpool and Manchester  stations, in Manchester. The road 

commences at the Irk, just above its confluence with the Irwell, and below the court wall of the 

Chetham’s College. To give it greater width, the bridge over the Irk has been considerably widened 

and the road, which rises 1 in 20, is 50 feet in width, the carriageway being 34 feet, and the flagged 

footpaths each 8 feet wide. The ascent has been much facilitated by the late Manchester Police 

Commissioners having raised great Ducie Street and Hunts Bank, to the extent of four feet above 

their former level. On arriving at the level of the railway, which is about the centre of the edifice 

now being erected to the booking offices, refreshment and waiting rooms, etc., the passengers for 

the Leeds line proceed forward in an easterly direction on the level (towards York Street, 

Cheetham Hill Road), to the easterly or higher and further wing of the building, to the booking 

office, and then to the departure platform of that line. The platforms, and of course the offices, 

assigned to each company are those nearest the direction of their respective lines, the Liverpool 

being to the west and the Leeds to the east of the centre of the station house. The line of 

demarcation between the stations of the two companies is very distinctly marked on the rails, by 

double lines of turntables, nearly adjoining; the one being the limit of the Leeds, and the other that 

of the Liverpool, company’s station, and each set of the tables being for the respective companies to 

pass off their spare carriages to the sidings, outside the north boundary wall. 
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We may just mention here, that the engines of the Liverpool trains will not come forward to the 

station, but will cast off upon nearing the bridges over the Irwell and Ducie Street, and then, from 

the rear, push the train forward over the bridge with sufficient impetus to send it to its destination, 

while the engine returns. There are to be four lines over Ducie Bridge. 

The station, by which we mean the lines with their sidings, turntables, and arrival and departure 

platforms for both companies, is, we believe, the largest in England, suggesting even that at Derby in 

point of extent. It covers a distance from Hunts Bank to the Ducie Bridge of 852 feet, with an 

average width of 130 feet; having five main lines of rails from end to end, three of which are 

appropriated for the main lines, and two are sidings. In addition to this there are other sidings, which 

may hereafter be used for goods; and the departure lines for the two railways are also sidings, on 

the south side of the other rails. To the length of 700 feet from Great Ducie Street, the station is 

covered in with an iron roofing, erected in three compartments, the centre one being 59 feet 6 

inches span, that on the north side, 28 feet; and that on the south side, 26 feet 3 inches. This 

roofing, with a length of 700 feet, and an entire width of about 114 feet, forms the largest extent of 

roofing in the kingdom, being a little short of 80,000 square feet of iron roofing. This immense roof 

is supported by the north boundary wall of the station, and by a number of iron columns; and the 

south side is protected by a similar wall, forming also a retaining wall for the approach road from 

Hunts Bank. The walls bounding this approach road are surmounted by ornamental cast iron railings, 

instead of stone parapets. The coup d’oeil of this splendid avenue, viewed from either end, is very 

striking. The interior of the roof is not left bare, as in some railway stations; but beneath the slates 

the whole has been neatly boarded, and the joints of the boards covered with laths, so that in no 

case can wet penetrate to the station, while its appearance is much improved by this wooden ceiling. 

During the day, the station is well lighted by skylights in the roof; and, during the night, by a series of 

gas lamps, fitted with burners for the new light, formed by a radiating combination of the flat flame 

burners, invented by Messrs Hall, of King Street. The skylights are glazed with Chance’s patent glass, 

which is a strong, thick, and cheap glass, in panes of about four feet in length by one in width, two of 

which in length include the extent of the skylights from the ridge downwards. We understand that 

Mr Hall’s gaslights were adopted after various experiments with different arrangements of burners, it 

being believed that they possessed the greatest illuminating power from the same quantity of gas. 

They consist of a number of radiating tubes, like the spokes of a carriage wheel, perforated with 

orifices for the flat flame burners. Of these lights there are fifteen within the covered station, a large 

one opposite each booking office, and several others round the boundary wall down to Hunts Bank. 

Connected with them is an arrangement of the utmost importance for such establishments as 

railways. One central tap at the station regulates and adjusts all the lights there, both along the 

railway and approaches, and also within the several booking offices, waiting and refreshment rooms. 

When a train is arriving or departing, the fullest illuminating power is required and used; but, in the 

intervals between that and the next departure or arrival, the smallest modicum of light is sufficient, 

and a single turn of the tap will reduce all the lights to any degree. This will, of course, be the means 

of considerable saving in the consumption of gas. 

All the arrival and departure platforms, as at Derby, are on the same side of the rails; viz. on the 

south side, or that nearest the approach; so that there is no necessity to cross the line. The arrival 

platform for the Liverpool line is between the station house and Great Ducie Street, and to this 

there is a covered way for carriages; one half of the southerly roof projecting over the arrival 

platform, so as to protect the passengers effectually from the weather in getting in and out of the 

carriages. The platforms are very large and convenient. That in front of the building is 24 feet wide 

(of which each company occupies half), and this is continued towards Liverpool, past the west end of 

the building, to a length of 184 feet by 12 feet wide; being, in fact, a continuation of the Liverpool 

departure platform. Towards Leeds the platform is continued for 120 feet by 12 feet wide; being 

also a continuation of the Leeds departure platform. The length of each departure platform is about 

320 feet. The total length of the several arrival and departure platforms exceeds a thousand lineal 

feet. At each end of the station (that for the Leeds line is a little beyond the Leeds arrival platform) 

is a place where horses and carriages, for conveyance by railway, going to or arriving from the east 
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or west, may be embarked or landed on the level, with every facility; and near, are series of 

turntables into sidings, which are on the north side of the main lines. On that side of the station 

there is also to be a large covered shed, to and from which the sidings will convey spare carriages. 

There will still be some spare ground there for building warehouses, if necessary. The arriving 

passengers who prefer walking to their destination, instead of going along the approach road to 

Hunts Bank, may descend a flight of steps near the line, which saves the detour into Great Ducie 

Street. Connected with the station we must notice a very ingenious and useful apparatus; the 

Telegraph. The directors of the Leeds line have caused to be put up Messrs Cooke and 

Wheatstone’s patent electric telegraph, extending from the Victoria station to the top of the 

extension, at its junction with the main line at Collyhurst. A set of four iron wires Coated with zinc, 

to preserve them from rust) extend from beneath the York Street bridge (Ducie Bridge) to the 

Collyhurst station, and connected with them are four copper wires, extending underground from 

the York Street bridge to the offices of the Victoria station. There are three telegraph stations, viz. 

at the Victoria station, beneath the York Street bridge, and at the stationary engines, near the top of 

the extension line, Collyhurst; at each of which is an apparatus, consisting of a dial with all the letters 

of the alphabet, a pointer, and a handle for moving it, so as to point to any letter. The uses of the 

telegraph as at present in contemplation, will be threefold, 1. to give the signal, from York Street, 

when the train is attached to the endless rope, to the fixed engine to commence drawing the train 

up the incline; also to communicate from the junction to the York Street Bridge when a train is 

arriving; 2. to communicate from the Victoria station to the locomotive engine house, so as to 

specify whether any and what engines are wanted; 3. generally to communicate intelligence and 

directions between the Victoria station and the junction with the main line. The zinc coated iron 

wires are carried along the parapet wall of the railway above ground, all the way from York Street 

Bridge to the summit of the extension line. One wire only is required for the signals to the 

stationary engines, and the other three are for general communications. These wires, at each point 

of support, rest upon earthenware uprights, which are non-conductors. They pass round pivots, so 

that they can be tightened, if they become too slack. It will doubtless be necessary to have a code of 

signals prepared, expressly for railway purposes, as the ordinary method of communicating – spelling 

words by making the pointer touch each letter in succession – would obviously be too tedious a 

mode for the short distance of 2,300 yards. If each letter singly represents a certain signal or 

direction, those most constantly in use, them combinations of two letters would supply all the less 

frequent signals that could possibly be required, were they many thousand in number. 

We must now notice the station house which is placed on the centre of the south side of the 

station, and has two fronts; the north to the railway and the south to the carriageway on the 

approach, and facing also the back of Chetham’s College. This handsome building, designed in what is 

termed the Roman Doric style, is only one storey in height above the ground, and is about 266 feet 

long and 36 feet in width. The material used in its erection is a description of wall stone, much used 

in the West Riding of Yorkshire, though we believe this is the first instance of its use for building in 

this town or neighbourhood. It is procured at Brighouse, and is usually called ‘parrpoint’ (pierre-

point); it is, in fact, a flagstone, broken into small blocks, which are of uniform and good colour. The 

westerly half of this building, and indeed of the whole station, will be occupied by the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway Company; the other half, to the east, is now in use by the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway Company. Approaching the south front of the station by the inclined plane, the visitor 

finds himself opposite its centre, which projects a little from the line of the building, and in which is 

the refreshment saloon for the first and second class passengers, with ladies’ waiting rooms, etc. 

This centre presents a frontage of about 60 feet; the refreshment saloon is lighted by handsome 

circular headed windows, with stone pilasters and dressings and surmounted by an elegant cornice, 

about the centre of which is to be placed a large clock. To the right and left respectively are the 

booking offices of the two companies, having entrances under a covered way, supported by brackets 

nine feet six inches long. The substitution of these for pillars is an improvement in convenience, as 

pillars are often in the way of the doors of cabs or coaches drawing up, while these brackets leave 

the whole of the covered way clear. At the east and west ends of the building are the offices and the 
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residences of the station masters, which project to the same face as the central portion of the 

building, with handsome doorways and cornices to correspond. A parapet surmounts the whole 

length of the building. At the extreme east end of the building is the private residence of Mr Hall, the 

station master of the Manchester and Leeds company; it being thought desirable on every account to 

have some officer of trust resident on the station. His business office adjoins, having a window 

commanding a view of the line to the York Street Bridge, so that he may see arriving and departing 

trains. Internally, the large central refreshment room is of the dimension of 40 feet 3 inches by 22 

feet 2 inches. It contains also a space for a bar, etc., 40 feet 3 inches by 11 feet 3inches. This room 

will have two entrance doors, both from the railway platform; one for the Liverpool, and the other 

for the Leeds passengers. This saloon is for the first and second class passengers only. A door at 

each end opens into the ladies’ waiting rooms, etc., that at the east end for the Leeds passengers, 

and that at the west for the Liverpool passengers. These waiting rooms have also doors of egress 

direct to the railway platform. The saloon itself will be the gentlemen’s waiting room. This room is 

lighted by two handsome candelabra, fitted up with Mr Hall’s new and brilliant gas-lights. Adjoining 

the bar, and connected with it, is a small room fitted with boiler, etc., to contain anything required 

for immediate use. Below the booking offices, on the basement storey is a large coffee room and 

chop house of similar dimensions – approached by stone steps from the railway platform. It is fitted 

upon the London plan, and bells are placed in it so as to indicate the starting trains to the guests, 

who, as they dine, may see the bell ringing for the Leeds, Oldham, or Liverpool train, as the case 

may be. Adjoining it, on the same (basement) storey, are various kitchens, fitted up with cooking 

apparatus, hot hearths, ovens; as well as the sculleries, pantries, wine and spirit cellars, ale and 

porter stores, etc.  

We understand that the whole of the establishment for providing refreshments, including both the 

refreshment saloon, the coffee room, and all the kitchens, etc., has been taken by Mr Vantini, the 

proprietor of the Euston Square Hotel, at the Birmingham Railway terminus in London, and of the 

North Euston Hotel, Fleetwood. Mr Vantini has also taken the new Palatine Hotel, adjoining the 

railway station; and both it and the railway establishment here are to be placed under the entire 

superintendence and Management of his partner, Mr Morigy, late the manager at Mivart’s Hotel. 

Superior cooks, baker, brewer, etc., are engaged, and the establishment is to be in the first style of 

excellence and comfort. Between the upper refreshment room and the wings are the large and 

convenient booking offices; there being two for the Manchester and Leeds Company, viz, one of 50 

feet 1 inch by 22 feet 9 inches for the first and second class passengers; and another of similar 

dimensions for the third class passengers. This division is made with a view to separate all the 

passengers as nearly as possible into two equal portions, so as to facilitate the booking, the press of 

which is always great in the last few minutes; and there being more third class passengers on this line 

that of the other two classes together. The clerks’ office is one large room; but the booking 

windows are on opposite sides. Between the booking offices and the parcel offices, which adjoin on 

each side, there is a waiting lobby and other conveniences for second and third class passengers. 

Amongst these is a separate waiting room for third class female passengers. Beneath Mr Hall’s 

house, in the basement storey, are rooms for the porters, in which to wait and take their meals, 

during their hours of attendance at the station. 

General Pasley’s inspection. On Friday morning last 29th December 1843 Major-General Pasley, the 

government inspector of railways, was met at the Victoria station by Messrs Henry Houldsworth, 

chairman of the board of directors, Robert Gill, managing director, William Entwistle, deputy 

chairman, and Thomas Gooch, the principal engineer of the company, for the purpose of inspecting 

the extension line, prior to its opening. A special train was provided, consisting of an engine and 

tender and two carriages, which, although they have been in use on the line for some months, we 

believe have not yet been fully described. We may, therefore, briefly advert to their construction 

here. Both these carriages are constructed from the designs of Mr H Houldsworth, and are intended 

chiefly for summer use. The Tourist forms one compartment, with a high dais occupying the centre 

third of the floor from end to end. On this dais are placed at intervals two seats, backed by others, 

in all sixteen on the dais. On the lower floor there are five seats on each side, which turn up, and 
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then leave a passage all round. Four other seats are in the corners, making a total of fourteen on the 

lower floor, the occupants of which, when seated, do not at all obstruct the view of those seated on 

the dais. The carriage is thus capable of containing thirty passengers. Besides the windows at the 

side, there are wooden slides in the coving of the roof, which, when down, open wire gauze 

ventilators, which let in the air, without admitting those draughts which are sometimes so injurious 

in the second class carriages. For this application of wire gauze we believe a patent has been 

obtained.  

The dais is fitted up with carpets, etc., and each end of the Tourist is lined with a looking glass, and 

has small ventilators for winter use. The other carriage, named the Gondola, is somewhat different 

in construction. It has open ends, like ‘Stand-ups’, from which doors open into a small but elegant 

saloon, each side of which is occupied by a sofa, covered with crimson velvet, and capable of seating 

six persons. There is a let-down seat within each door, so that this little centre will seat a party of 

fourteen who may have greater freedom of movement than in the ordinary railway carriages and 

may, from time to time, walk out into the air, either in front or rear of the saloon. In this carriage, 

we believe, General Pasley and the directors and gentlemen we have named, proceeded at ten 

o’clock on Friday morning from the Victoria station to the top of the extension, whence the general 

walked back to the station, not on the rails but under the arches of the viaduct, inspecting them as 

to solidity, etc. Again ascending to the Victoria station, he there inspected all the buildings, the 

approaches, the turn-tables, and rails, and then proceeded, by means of a locomotive, to the place 

where the stationary engines are fixed.  

Having inspected them, and the works of this part of the line, the general next expressed a desire to 

see the works  of the Oldham branch which, as many of our readers are aware, being an incline 

from the main line, ascending one in 27, has been worked for some time by means of a 

counterpoise, which descends a parallel line as the train ascends, and thus overcomes all the 

resistance of weight, which otherwise would render it impossible for a locomotive to draw a single 

carriage up the incline. General Pasley expressed himself very well satisfied with the solid and 

substantial character of the works generally, and gave the usual sanction to the company to open the 

line at any time. The extension was accordingly opened, as we have stated, on Monday last, 1st

January 1844. All the establishment of clerks, booking offices, porters, etc., connected with the 

passengers, was removed to it from the Oldham Road station, on that day; the Oldham Road station 

being still used, but for goods only; and the business offices of the company, the secretary’s office, 

board room, etc., will still continue at that station, and not be removed to Hunts Bank. There is 

ample convenience and accommodation at the Oldham Road station for storing large quantities of 

goods. The line is carried over the streets at a considerable height; but, by means of a double hoist 

(one half ascending as the other descends); easy access is obtained to the level below, the hoist 

being capable of raising or lowering a waggon of goods of from eight to ten tons’ weight. The arches 

below the line are admirably adapted for warehousing purposes, and the company has also a 

considerable quantity of land adjoining, a great part of which is laid with rails in various directions, to 

facilitate the receiving and delivering of goods, loading and unloading the waggons, etc. Altogether, it 

is computed, the company possess at the goods station not less than eight acres of land, all 

applicable to the purposes of the goods traffic.  

At and around the Victoria station, notwithstanding its centrality, the company possess no less than 

about thirteen acres of land, laid out as we have described, in approaches, in the line, etc., and 

sidings, in the various offices, arrival and departure platforms, etc., a part only, lying between the 

carriage way and the river Irk, being as yet unappropriated, except that at one point, nearly opposite 

the centre of the station-house, a foot-bridge has been carried from the carriageway, across the low 

ground and over the river Irk, so as to give an entrance into Long Millgate, just by the end of Mr 

Richard Robert’s Mill, and near Todd Street. This, which may be regarded only as a temporary 

means of approach and outlet for passengers to and from that quarter of the town, is fast 

approaching completion. If, however, a proposed improvement be carried out, which would 

continue the carriage-drive from Hunts Bank, nearly in a direct line to Ducie Bridge, thus forming a 
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very desirable junction with the Cheetham Hill Road – the means of access from that suburb, not 

only to the railway, but to the Exchange, and the lower part of the town generally, would be very 

greatly improved. While mentioning proposed improvements in connection with the extension line 

and the Victoria station, we may notice that the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway have liberally 

consented to erect a footbridge alongside of the railway bridge they are about to throw over the 

Irwell (which is to be iron, of one arch, 120 feet span); and the inhabitants of Greengate and 

Strangeways will thus be furnished with the means of free and ready communication.  

Another bridge over the Irwell is also contemplated, at a point opposite the Palatine Hotel. This is 

proposed to be a bridge both for foot passengers and carriages; and already estimates have been 

made of the cost (said to be about £4,000), towards which £3,000, it is stated, has already been 

subscribed by the authorities of Manchester and Salford, and Mr Samuel Brooks, the owner of a 

considerable portion of land adjoining the river on the Salford side. These various improvements, if 

carried out, will greatly change the appearance and character of that entrance to the town, which, 

from being proverbially the worst, is likely to become the best and almost direct road in point of 

convenience, and the greatest thoroughfare in point of traffic combining, as it will, the greater part of 

the carriage communication from the new Bury Road and the Cheetham Hill Road, together with 

much from Salford, and the whole of the arrivals and departures by the Liverpool and Manchester   

and Manchester and Leeds Railways. We understand that the distance from the station to the 

Manchester Exchange has been carefully measured, and found to be just 494 yards. The Victoria 

station, though a joint one for the use of the two companies, has been entirely executed by the 

Manchester and Leeds Company, who have erected the suite of offices, and completed all the works 

of the line, the approaches, etc. The whole has been under the management and superintendence of 

Mr Gooch, the principal engineer of the company, and reflects the greatest credit on his, on Mr 

Forsyth, the assistant engineer (who has had the personal supervision of the greater part of the 

works), and on Mr Thomas Brogden, the contractor for the whole of the works of the station and 

approaches. 

We understand that the omnibus establishment of the company, which was quite necessary while 

the passenger station was in Oldham Road, is now considerably reduced; being limited mainly to the 

omnibus plying between the Victoria station, and the present station of the Liverpool railway, in 

Liverpool Road. We believe, however, that omnibuses from the principal hotels will ply to and from 

the Victoria station, at small charges. Every accommodation will be given to the public, in the 

requisite supply of coaches, cabs, etc., which will be allowed to stand on the carriage-drive of the 

approach, just without the gates of the station, a certain number being admitted within the gates 

before the arrivals of the trains. 

On inquiring at the station yesterday morning, we learn that the new half-hourly short trains to 

Miles Platting had filled very well throughout the day, and that no accident of any kind had arisen to 

mar the satisfaction of a successful opening. We learn that the stationary engines and endless rope 

are not yet in operation, though perfect. The trains during the day were taken up the incline by two 

engines, which drew twelve carriages with ease. Each train has with its loaded, small, square waggon, 

called the brake waggon, which is provided with a brake so powerful as to be thereby enabled to 

stop the train at any part of the incline, in case of accident. Thus there is no accident that could take 

place, even the breaking of the endless chain, or the failure of the stationary engine, that could cause 

more than a few minutes’ delay. 

To some extent connected with this station, blanking the entrance to the inclined approach to the 

railway from Great Ducie Street, is an edifice of considerable size, erected for the proprietor, Mr 

Robert Gill, by Mr Bellhouse from a design by Messrs I & J P Holden, of this town. It has been named 

the Palatine Hotel, and stands on the site of the College Inn (formerly the Castle Inn), and the 

adjoining land between the college wall and the street. This handsome and capacious structure 

presents a frontage towards Great Ducie Street of 110 feet, and a semi-circular return front along 

the approach to the station. The style of its architecture is what is called the early Italian, or 
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Romanesque; and the whole of the front is constructed of the same material as the station-house – 

the Pierre-point stone – which has a very good and pleasing effect. 

In conclusion, we may express our gratification at so large a portion of this important line of railway 

junction and communication being effected within the town – indeed, so near the very heart of the 

tow – yet at so comparatively small a sacrifice of valuable property. The centrality of the Hunts Bank 

station, and the advantages we have adverted to, will be the more striking when it is considered that 

(when the Liverpool junction is finished) it will be the point from which the transit from this town 

will be commenced on the following railways; Manchester and Leeds Railway, and thence to Selby 

and Hull; also by the junction with the great eastern lines of railway from London northward to 

Scotland; with the North Midland and its extension southward towards Birmingham, Derby, and the 

midland counties; and with the York and North Midland line to York, Newcastle, and Edinburgh. 

The Manchester and Bolton Railway, with its continuation to Preston and Lancaster. The Liverpool 

and Manchester  Railway, with the Bolton branch; the North Union Railway to Wigan and Preston, 

and thence to Lancaster, Carlisle, and Newcastle, and the north-western line to Scotland. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 January 1844; Railway Times, 20 January 1844) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway opened the extension line to Hunts Bank on 1st January 1844 

[…] the steep incline to be worked by a double stationary engine of 240 horse power, managed as 

on the Blackwall Railway by the electric telegraph. (Herapath, 6 January 1844) 

Notice of application to Parliament for powers to authorise the amalgamation of the Manchester and 

Leeds and Hull and Selby Railways. (Manchester Guardian, 6 January 1844) 

Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway. Notice of abridged prospectus. Object – This railway will 

form a junction with the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway at Clifton Hall and is intended to 

secure the advantages of railway communication through Bury to the north east of Lancashire. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 January 1844) 

Notice of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting on 26th January 1844 to consider 

arrangements with the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway; and the proposed Manchester Bury and 

Rossendale Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 10 January 1844) 

Victoria Station, Manchester. From this station the trains to Yorkshire, Rochdale and Oldham, are 

now despatched and arrive; and where, in a few weeks, those from Liverpool, Wigan, Preston, etc., 

are intended to unite the entire passenger traffic to and from Manchester and the above lines. 

Messrs Vantini & Morigy (from the Victoria and Euston, and Mivart’s Hotel, London) have taken the 

commodious refreshment rooms and chop house at this important station; and they now 

respectfully wait upon their friends, the public, with a list of their charges, including every 

attendance; to which they will only add, that their greatest experience and ample means leaves them 

no excuse for not having the very best of everything, in both culinary and cellar departments; and all 

they solicit is a portion of the public patronage, equal to the comforts and convenience they are now 

in the position to offer. Their charges must speak for themselves, the measure of which may be 

estimated by a chop or steal dinner, or a breakfast, with cold meat, of the very best quality, and 

served in the most elegant style, being 1s 6d only, and to prove which they now invite the public to a 

trial. With grateful thanks for past favours, and anxiously hoping for the future support, they beg to 

subscribe themselves their most obedient and very humble servants. 
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Manchester Victoria: List of Prices.

Breakfast 1s 
6d 

Pork pie, 
whole  

1s 0d

Chop and steaks 1s 
6d 

Pork pie 
quarter 

3d

Tea and 
refreshments  

1s 
6d 

Veal pie 6d

Cup of coffee and 
bun 

6d Mince pie 6d

Cup of tea and bun 6d Mock turtle 
soup 

1s 0d

Plate of bread and 
butter 

3d Gravy soup 1s 0d

Banbury cake 2d Mutton broth 1s 0d

Biscuit 1d Plate of 
sandwiches 

6d

Sponge cake 1d Cut 
sandwiches

2d

Bottle Port 5s 
and 
6s 

Pint ale 6d

Bottle Sherry 5s 
and 
6s 

Soda water 6d

Pint Sherry 3s 
0d 

Ginger Beer 6d

Bottle Madeira 6s 
0d 

Lemonade 6d

Pint Madeira 3s 
0d 

Glass of Negus 1s 0d

Bottle Claret 8s 
6d 

Brandy and 
water 

1s 0d

Bottle Medoc 6s 
6d 

Rum and water 3d

Bottle Champagne 9s 
0d 

Gin and water 6d

Bottle Champagne 
(iced) 

9s 
6d 

Wine 6d

Bottle Vin 
Ordinaire 

7s 
0d 

Pale Brandy 8d

Bottle Porter 1s 
6d 

Rum 6d

Best Ale 1s 
0d 

Gin 6d

Pint Porter Liquers
(sic), etc 

6s

Dinners, luncheons, etc., at all hours. Fruits and all other productions of the seasons at 
very low charges. 

Any ladies or gentlemen, going by trains having shop parcels to send from the town, may address 

them to the care of Vantini and Morigy, at the Refreshment Rooms, Victoria station, who will take 

care of them until called for, or ordered to be forwarded by the trains. (Manchester Guardian, 10 

January 1844) 
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Notice of the Ashton, Stalybridge and Liverpool Railway; Notice of the Blackburn and Preston 

Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 13 January 1844) 

The Victoria station of the Manchester and Leeds and Liverpool and Manchester  Railways at the 

junction in Manchester just opened is the largest in the kingdom. It covers a distance from Hunts 

Bank to Ducie Bridge of 852 feet, with an average width of 130 feet; having five main lines of rails 

from end to end, three of which are appropriated for the main lines, and two are sidings. In addition 

to this there are other sidings, which may hereafter be used for goods; and the departure lines for 

the two railways are also sidings, on the south side of the other rails. To the length of 700 feet from 

Great Ducie Street, the station is covered in with an iron roofing, erected in three compartments, 

the centre one being 59 feet 6 inches span; that on the north side 28 feet and that on the south side 

26 feet 3 inches. This roofing, with a length of 700 feet, and an entire width of about 114 feet, forms 

the largest extent of railway roofing in the, being a little short of 80,000 square feet of iron roofing. 

This immense roof is supported by the north boundary wall of the station, and by a number of iron 

columns; and the south side is protected by a similar wall, forming also a retaining wall for the 

approach road from Hunts Bank. The walls bounding this approach road are surmounted by 

ornamental cast iron railings instead of stone parapets. The coup d’oeil of the splendid avenue, 

viewed from either is very striking. The interior of the roof is not left bare, as in some railway 

stations; but beneath the slates the whole has been boarded, and the joints of the boards covered 

with lathes. During the day, the station is well lighted by skylights in the roof; and, during the night, 

by a series of gas lamps, fitted with burners for the new light, formed by a radiating combination of 

the flat flame burners, invented by Messrs Hall of King Street.  

The skylights are glazed with Chance’s patent glass, which is a strong, thick and cheap glass, in panes 

of about four feet in length by one in width, two of which in length include the extent of the skylight 

from the ridge downwards. The gas lights consist of a number of radiating tubes, like the spokes of a 

carriage wheel, perforated with orifices for the flat flame burners. Of these lights there are fifteen 

within the covered station, a large one opposite each booking office, and several others round the 

boundary wall down to Hunts Bank. Connected with them is an arrangement of the utmost 

importance for such establishments as railways. One central tap at the station regulates and adjusts 

all the lights there, both along the railway and approaches, and also within the several booking 

offices, waiting and refreshment rooms. When a train is arriving or departing, the fullest illuminating 

power is required and used; but, in the intervals between that and the next departure or arrival, the 

smallest modicum of light is sufficient, and a single turn of the tap will reduce all the lights to any 

required degree. This will, of course, be the means of considerable saving in the consumption of gas. 

Every care has been taken to provide ample accommodation for the great traffic which must come 

on the line. Altogether, it is computed the company possess at the goods station, at Oldham Road, 

not less than eight acres of land, all applicable to the purposes of the goods traffic. At and around 

the Victoria station, not withstanding its centrality, the company possess no less than about thirteen 

acres. (The Builder, 13 January 1844) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of a corn store at Oldham Road, 

Manchester; for the erection of head offices at Victoria station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 

20 January 1844) 

At the Manchester town council meeting it was proposed that they contribute £1,250 towards the 

expense of erecting a public carriageway and footbridge across the river Irwell at Hunts Bank to 

connect the intended new street from York Street (past Victoria station) to Greengate, Salford […]. 

It was stated that the Salford authorities had made some arrangement with the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Railway by which they were to have a footbridge over the river to Hunts Bank and 

their impression was that it would pass over the river almost at a level on both sides. The railway 

company had, however, projected a bridge ascending 40 steps upon the Salford side, and descending 

40 steps again on the Manchester side, a most unsatisfactory arrangement. Mr Brooks being 

interested and the railway company being disposed to correct this state of things, it was proposed 
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that the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway, the Manchester and Leeds Company, and Mr Brooks 

should contribute £500 each, and originally that the Salford police commissioners should also 

contribute £500. The Manchester improvement commissioners at that period would not enter into 

the matter […] and the thing was consequently abandoned […]. After discussion of alternative 

proposals the mayor said he could not refuse to put the motion as it was comprised in the notices in 

the circular and it passed nem dis. (Manchester Guardian, 20 January 1844) 

Report of the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway meeting. (Herapath, 27 January 1844) 

February 
On Friday week a special general meeting of the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal Navigation and 

Railway Company was held at the Clarendon Rooms, South John Street, Liverpool. It was 

numerously attended. James Brancker, Esq. presided. The eleventh half yearly report was read, and 

also the receipts and disbursements on the railway and canal, for the half year ending the 31st

December 1843, from which it appeared that the railway receipts had amounted to £21,042-11s and 

the disbursements to £8,084-10-1d, leaving the railway surplus £12,957-0-11d. The canal receipts 

had been £6,987-0-6¾d and disbursements £2,975-8-10¼d leaving the canal surplus £4,029-11- 8d 

which added to the railway surplus, and deducting £554-4-3d for interest, rents, and commission left 

a net profit for the half year of £11,432-8- 4d. To this was added £1,736-6-4d for half a year’s 

dividend, and the balance from 30th June 1843, making the disposable net proceeds £13,168-14-8d. A 

dividend of £2 per share would amount to £12,402, leaving on hand, including the dividend on the 

120 shares held by the company, a surplus of £1,006-14-8d; and the committee had accordingly 

directed a dividend of £2 per share to be paid to the proprietors on the 1st February 1844. In the 

course of the proceedings, the chairman stated incidentally that the committee had, that morning, 

borrowed £20,000 at 3½ per cent. The agreement with the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway 

Company, giving the latter an interest in the line of the former, was approved and confirmed; as was 

the agreement with the Manchester, Bury and Rossendale Company; and the committee of 

management were authorised to carry it into effect, and for that purpose to obtain parliamentary 

powers to raise any sum not exceeding £100,000. Thanks were then voted to the directors and the 

chairman, and the meeting separated. (The Builder, 3 February 1844) 

Report of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting. (Herapath, 3 February 1844) 

We are enabled to state, that there is no longer any obstacle to the carrying out the project of the 

railway from the town (Blackburn) to join the North Union Railway line at Farington, near Preston, 

and we are also glad to be informed that the line, as originally struck out and surveyed by Mr 

Collister, the engineer, has been altered for a better one, Mr Fielden having, with his usual liberality, 

granted leave for the line to take a more convenient course through his estate at Witton. This 

amended line has, we understand, been recommended by the eminent railway engineer, Mr Locke, 

after a careful personal examination. (The Builder, 10 February 1844) 

The Manchester and Leeds and Hull Associated Railway invite tenders for the erection and 

completion of the buildings and other works for the station at Halifax. (Manchester Guardian, 21 

February 1844) 

March 
Exertions are being made to procure the extension of the Oldham branch railway. The Manchester 

and Leeds Railway appear disposed to give every encouragement to the undertaking. They already 

possess powers by an existing and partly unexpired act of Parliament. (Manchester Guardian, 2 

March1844) 

Report of a meeting held on 28th February 1844 at Huddersfield against the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway bill before Parliament for the proposed branch railway to the town. (Manchester Guardian, 

6 March1844) 
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A meeting of Salford ratepayers was held on Wednesday, 6th March 1844 “to take into consideration 

the propriety of adopting measures to oppose the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway in 

constructing pillars in New Bailey Street, contrary to their acts of Parliament, whereby that street 

will be seriously obstructed, and to authorise the borough reeve and constables to take such 

proceedings in the premises as the case may seem to them to require.” It was resolved, “that in the 

opinion of this meeting, the proposed pillars to carry the viaduct over New Bailey Street are highly 

objectionable and if allowed, will become a serious obstruction to the traffic along that street as 

soon as the bridge, in case of its erection, is completed, inasmuch as the bridge will be twenty yards 

wide, and the street in which the pillars are about to be placed is only fifteen yards wide, from which 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway propose to take fully five feet, and thus reduce the street to 

thirteen yards one foot.” (Manchester Guardian, 9 March1844) 

Long letter on the subject of the pillars in New Bailey Street, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 13 

March1844) 

Correspondence referring to the pillars in New Bailey Street suggesting widening the street so that 

a row of pillars would be in the centre with a carriageway on either side. (Manchester Guardian, 16 

March1844) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 14th March 

1844. There were long discussions regarding the Ashton, Huddersfield, and Heywood branches and 

the Manchester, Leeds and Hull Associated Railway bill. (Manchester Guardian, Herapath, Railway 

Times, 16 March1844) 

On and after 11th April 1844 there will be two mails per day on the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

between Manchester and Leeds and two between Manchester and Hull. As has always been the case 

with this company the terms were settled with the Post Office without having to recourse to 

arbitration. (Herapath & The Builder, 30 March1844) 

The Manchester and Leeds and Hull and Selby amalgamation bill was thrown out in the standing 

orders committee of the House of Commons, in consequence of the required preliminary notices 

not having been given. As each company, however, has the power of leasing to the other, the 

arrangement will be carried out, notwithstanding the rejection of the bill, the terms of the lease of 

the Hull and Selby being 16¾ per cent of the net profits, exclusive of any additional capital for 

branches, which is to be shared as original stock. (The Builder, 30 March1844) 

April 
Excursions by railway are fast becoming a favourite recreation of the population of this 

neighbourhood at holiday seasons. On Easter Monday 8,400 passengers were conveyed on the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway; and on Easter Tuesday, 15,960 passengers were conveyed to and 

from stations on that line. (Manchester Guardian, 13 April 1844) 

An important event in railway annals is now at the very eve of completion, viz., the junction of the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway with the Manchester and Leeds Railway at Hunts Bank, 

Manchester […]. The execution of this branch of the junction railway would seem to call for special 

notice […]. This astonishing work will, it is now evident, be completed so as to enable carriages to 

come to the Hunts Bank station within the time originally stipulated, viz., 1st May 1844. From half a 

day’s excursion on this branch of the junction line, the various kinds of workmen appear to be as 

throng as bees in a hive […] all seems to vie which part of their respective works shall be first 

completed. There is not much doubt but that, on Wednesday next, a carriage, by way of 

experiment, will traverse from the present Liverpool and Manchester  station to Hunts Bank. After 

all, the chief merit of this junction of the two railways must be allowed to rest with the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway, who seems to leave all other competitors behind them in the way of 

surmounting obstacles and the overcoming of gigantic difficulties. (Courier, 13 April 1844)  
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On Monday last, 12th April 1844, at half past twelve o’clock, the board of directors of the Liverpool 

and Manchester  Railway, accompanied by Mr Edward Woods, their principal engineer, and several 

other gentlemen, made an experimental trip along the extension railway through Salford, with the 

“Meteor” engine and a couple of carriages. The train started from the junction at the Liverpool line, 

and proceeded to the Salford side of the river Irwell, opposite Hunts Bank; and the trip was 

accomplished in little more than two minutes. Everything connected with the works was found 

perfectly safe; and, after finishing their inspection and partaking of refreshments, the directors 

returned with the same engine to Liverpool, about four o’clock in the afternoon. The line will be 

finished in about ten days, and is to be opened to the public on the 4th May 1844 next, previous to 

which event General Pasley, the government inspector of railways, will inspect the works. The 

contract was made in May 1843 so that the line will have been completed within twelve months. 

Messrs Pauling & Co. contract for the erection was £70,000, exclusive, of course, of the cost of the 

permanent way and the iron bridges. The entire expense of the junction line down to the river 

Irwell is borne by the Liverpool and Manchester  Company, and also half the expense of erecting the 

Hunts Bank station. The works are spoken of as being executed in the best possible manner. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 April 1844; Railway Times, 20 April 1844) 

Letter complaining of the practise of collecting tickets on the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway 

by the collectors passing along the outside of the carriages whilst the train was in motion. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 April 1844) 

Prospectus of the Huddersfield and Manchester Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 20 April 1844) 

Report that the Manchester and Leeds Railway and Liverpool and Manchester  Railways junction line 

is almost complete. (Railway Times from Manchester Courier, 20 April 1844) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 20 April 1844; Herapath, 27 

April 1844) 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway. The public are respectfully informed that, on and after Saturday, 

the 4th May 1844 next, the junction railway through Salford, from Ordsall Lane to the new passenger 

station Hunts Bank, will be opened to the public; and that on and after the said day, the passenger 

trains will start from the Hunts Bank station, where commodious offices and waiting rooms are 

provided; and where alone,, after Friday the 3rd of May, passengers for Liverpool, or places via the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway can be book. – N.B. The goods station will continue at Water 

Street and Liverpool Road, as heretofore. (Manchester Guardian, 27 April 1844) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 25th April 1844 to 

consider and approve the bills before Parliament for the branches to Bury, Huddersfield, and 

Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 27 April 1844) 

May 
Report referring to the new ‘return ticket’. (Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1844) 

The junction railway through Salford connecting the Liverpool and Manchester  and the Manchester 

and Leeds Railways is opened to the public this day (Saturday, 4th May 1844), and henceforth the 

passenger trains will start from the Hunts Bank station, where all the necessary offices and waiting 

rooms are provided. Yesterday General Pasley, the officer appointed by the government, made his 

inspection of the line, and from the superior manner in which the works are said to have been 

executed, there can be no doubt his report will be favourable. In the morning, the general was 

accompanied along the line by the chairman and treasurer of the Liverpool and Manchester  

Company, and the engineers, in a carriage. (Manchester Guardian, 4 May 1844) 

The junction of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway with the Leeds and Manchester, which takes 

place this day, will form an important epoch in railway annals. It is notorious that hitherto on this 
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railway there have been no third class carriages, and even those known as second class have been 

the shabbiest and the least calculated for the public comfort of any in the kingdom both these 

matters of just complaint are about being redressed, thanks to the labours of the House of 

Commons railway committee. There are to be third class carriages, and the fare will, it is reported, 

be moderate, and the present second class carriages will be converted into the low fare ones, whilst 

the second will be constructed with some regard to the comfort of the passengers, a thing hitherto 

unknown on this line. This junction cannot fail to be a great public accommodation, the station being 

within three minutes’ walk of the Exchange. (Courier, 4 May 1844) 

On Friday last, 3rd May 1844, General Pasley made his inspection of the Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway junction line, just completed through Salford, and was so satisfied with the various works, 

that he hinted to the representatives of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway Company that they 

might open the line, without waiting for an official order. Accordingly the line was publicly opened 

on Saturday morning, since which time the whole of the passenger trains have run from the Victoria 

station, at Hunts Bank, including the half past three o’clock a.m. mail train, a circumstance which 

must be of great convenience to the post office. No stopping is made to take up passengers at the 

junction with the old line, at Ordsall Lane, and the offices in Liverpool Road, so far as the passenger 

traffic is concerned, are entirely closed. The old station, however, is still the station for Manchester 

goods traffic; but goods coming from Liverpool to Yorkshire, or from Yorkshire to Liverpool, are 

taken to the Hunts Bank station. The new offices, waiting rooms, etc., for the Liverpool and 

Manchester  Company, at the Victoria station, adjoin those of the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

Company, and are very neat and commodious. (Manchester Guardian, 8 May 1844) 

Prospectus of the Blackburn, Burnley and Accrington Extension Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 8 

May 1844) 

Notice of the Manchester and Leeds Railway excursions for Whitsun. (Manchester Guardian, 11 May 

1844) 

A special meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was held on Monday last, 13th May 

1844 to submit to the shareholders a draft of the bill now before Parliament for making a railway 

from the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway to Bury and Rossendale and to authorise the 

company to subscribe any sum not exceeding £75,000 towards the making of the said railway. A 

motion was approved. (Manchester Guardian, 15 May 1844) 

The Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway awarded the contract for the railway to Pauling and 

Humfrey subject to the act being passed. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 17 May 1844) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. The public is respectfully informed that on Thursday, Friday, and 

Saturday, in Whitsun week, passengers may be booked at any station on this line, to any other 

station on this line, there and back, for one fare only, by trains which leave Victoria station, 

Manchester, at a quarter before seven o’clock and the Leeds station at seven o’clock in the morning; 

and returning the same day, by the trains which leave Manchester and Leeds respectively at a 

quarter past seven o’clock in the evening. (Manchester Guardian, 18 May 1844) 

The public are respectfully informed that surveys are in progress for a line of railway to extend the 

Preston and Blackburn Railway to Todmorden. (Manchester Guardian, 18 May 1844) 

Resolved. That continuous bearers be adopted, being cheaper than cross sleepers. (East Lancashire 

Railway Minutes, 21 May 1844) 

June 
In evidence before a Parliamentary committee Captain Laws stated that upwards of 1,500,000 

passengers had been conveyed over the Oldham branch railway since its opening, without a single 
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accident to a passenger, in spite of being entered by means of a stationary engine and a gradient of 1 

in 27. (Manchester Guardian, 8 June 1844) 

It was stated by Captain Laws, RN, in his evidence before the committee of the House of Commons 

on the Hull Docks bill, that the warehouses of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, at Manchester 

alone, comprise six acres of flooring. In their various warehouses along their line the company have 

had flour at one time, in sacks, which, when ranged together, extended over eleven acres of ground. 

The recognizance’s of the engineer of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, who, it will be 

remembered, was inducted, and very heavily fined, for violating the Act of Parliament, in stopping a 

public road, was on Wednesday discharged in the Court of Exchequer. General Pasley has certified 

that the road is completed, and that it affords greater facilities to the public than before. (The 

Builder, 8 June 1844) 

The number of fares paid, and passengers conveyed, upon the Manchester and Leeds Railway line, 

from station to station, during the Whitsun week, exceeded 110,000. (Manchester Guardian, 8 June 

1844) 

The Manchester, Leeds and Hull Associated Railway invite tenders for the erection of extensive 

workshops near Junction Street, Oldham Road, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 8 June 1844) 

The receipts on the Manchester Leeds and Hull Railway for the Whitsun week ending on Saturday 

are, we believe, larger than those of any previous week since the opening of the line. The system of 

low fares, combined with unlimited public accommodation, of which this company was the first to 

set the example, and which has ever since been energetically and uniformly carried out, was adopted 

on this occasion and the result has been as productive to the company’s exchequer as the plan itself 

is calculated to promote the health and enjoyment of the industrious population. The following is 

the return  of passengers carried during that week, Sunday 26th May, 4,486; Monday 27th May, 6,647; 

Tuesday 28th May, 6,956; Wednesday 29th May, 5,565; Thursday 30th May, 7,509; Friday 31st May, 

13,358; Saturday 1st June, 18,083; total during the week, 62,604. To this must be added the Sunday 

scholars and temperance societies, 31,534; making the aggregate number during the Whitsuntide 

week 94,138 passengers. The trains that passed along the line were immense, one of them 

comprised of 43 carriages. The number of children visiting Wakefield was not less than 20,000 who 

were carried there and back from the stations on the line, at 6d each; teachers being allowed to 

accompany them on payment of 2s 6d each. No town is in a better position than Manchester for a 

large extension of cheap railway trips. Each Saturday is half-holiday from one o’clock; and, after that 

hour, double tickets (there and back) might be issued to various places of resort, or indeed to any 

place on a line of railway […]. We are aware that there is some objection to this plan on the score 

of Sunday travelling […]. (Manchester Guardian, 15 June 1844) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway advertise concessionary fares to commercial firms in Manchester 

allowing their employees to travel to anywhere on the Manchester and Leeds Railway from Saturday 

1.00pm to Monday ‘opening hours’ by charging parties only one fare only, leaving Manchester by the 

3.30pm train and returning by the 7.15pm Sunday train from Leeds, or the 5.40am Monday train 

from Leeds. (Manchester Guardian, 15 June 1844) 

Last week a railway deputation from Lincoln, having been appointed to survey the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway with a view to ascertain the nature and extent of the traffic which passes along the 

line, the directors ordered a special train of first class carriages to travel the speed wished for by the 

deputation, and the length of stay at each station to be at their option. (Manchester Guardian, 22 

June 1844) 

The Gondola a most commodious and elegantly fitted-up vehicle belonging to the Leeds and 

Manchester Company, which arrived at Hull terminus on Friday, with, as was understood, a party of 

directors, excited much admiration at the costly manner in which it is fitted up, and the facility for 

comfort present to those who can afford to travel by such superior accommodation. The body of 
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the vehicle is divided into two compartments, each capable of receiving ten or a dozen persons 

comfortably seated on elegant sofas, covered, as is also the sides, etc., of the compartments, with 

crimson silk plush, the upper parts having curtains to match, suspended over the plate-glass by which 

the whole, including the portion and the doors of communication, are surrounded. The interior is 

six feet six inches in height, and in the ceiling four lamps are placed, which, lighted curiously from the 

roof, must contribute to render the Gondola the most luxurious of travelling machines. The 

entrances are by open platforms at each end of the carriage, where the occupants can, at their 

pleasure, enjoy all the outdoor independence of the third class carriage. (Hull Packet) (The Builder, 

22 June 1844) 

July 
The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce an extension of time for tenders for the erection of 

workshops at Junction Street, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 3 July 1844) 

The act for the Bury and Rossendale Railway has passed the House of Lords. The contract has 

already been let to Pauling, Honfrey & Co. and the cutting will be commenced almost immediately. 

(The Builder, 6 July 1844) 

It is intended to form a line of railway from the Fleetwood line to the fashionable watering place of 

Blackpool. The distance is about three miles. (The Builder, 6 July 1844) 

Some inhabitants of Royton and Shaw are attempting to procure the extension of the Oldham 

branch railway by way of Edge Lane to Greenacres Moor. Memorials have been prepared for 

presentation to the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 13 July 1844) 

Report that the Halifax branch railway had been opened. (Railway Times, 6 July 1844) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway branch line from North Dean to Shaw Syke, Halifax, was opened 

on Monday, 8th July 1844. The works at the station are not yet completed, and a temporary booking 

office is therefore fitted up in the house lately occupied by Mr W Thorp. The railway office at the 

Swan Inn is, of course, closed. (Herapath, 13 July 1844) 

A report is now in circulation that the Manchester and Leeds Railway intend to extend the 

Heywood branch railway to Bury. This line will be about four miles in length. (Manchester Guardian, 

20 July 1844) 

Report and accounts of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting. (Herapath, 20 July 1844) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Notice is hereby given that on and after the 1st August 

1844 next this company’s parcel office will be removed from Fountain Street to their warehouse 

No. 15 Dale Street, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 20 July 1844) 

The Ashton, Stalybridge, and Liverpool Junction Railway. Larch fencing – Wanted immediately 

91,500 lineal yards of single rail 10 feet long each and not less than five inches by three inches in 

sectional area; 7,630 posts six feet six inches long, each not less than five inches by three and a half 

inches in sectional area, each post to be mortised with four holes, three and a half inches by one and a 

half inches; 7,630 posts five feet three inches long, each not less than two and a half by two and a half 

inches in sectional area.

Parties tendering to state the shortest possible time in which they can deliver to where, or any portion 

of the above; one half to be delivered at a some wharf in or near Oldham Road in Manchester and the 

other half at some wharf in Ashton. (Manchester Guardian, 27 July 1844) 

The adjourned meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was held on Thursday, 25th July 

1844 at New Bailey Street. It was stated that there was only one train daily between Victoria station 

and the New Bailey Street station and that if there was a demand more would be provided. It was 
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also reported that because this company had no control beyond Bolton […] if a passenger was 

booked through from Manchester to Fleetwood he would not only be delayed but the North Union 

Railway required the change of carriages at Preston […]. The North Union Railway had thought it fit 

to enter an exclusive arrangement with Mr Hargreaves for all the goods traffic, and he kept it, and 

would not suffer other carriers on the line; consequently the North Union Railway could not afford 

to run many trains; and of late they had only been running four passenger trains daily, while this 

company ran twelve daily […]. (Manchester Guardian, 27 July 1844) 

During Thursday and yesterday there was a remarkable exemplification of the rapidly growing 

disposition in the public to avail themselves of the facilities and advantages of railway 

accommodation, for the purpose of innocent recreation and enjoyment, and also of the extensive 

power of the railways to extend such facilities. It seems that on these days is held the annual feast at 

Dewsbury, and, as is the case of the Manchester races, a great number of people, chiefly connected 

with the Methodists, and the leading dissenting denominations of that town and neighbourhood, 

being desirous of escaping from the annoyances and riotous scenes of such an occasion, applied to 

the directors of the Manchester and Leeds Railway to be accommodated with trains for cheap trips 

to Liverpool and Hull, and in pursuance of these arrangements about 10,000 persons have visited the 

principal seaports of Yorkshire and Lancashire, during the two days; and, so far as we can learn, 

without the slightest accident. The parties enjoying these excursions consisted chiefly of five 

religious denominations, the Wesleyans, new connection, Methodists, primitive Methodists, 

independents and Baptists. From Dewsbury to Liverpool, three trains, each of twenty carriages, 

were despatched on Thursday morning, returning to Dewsbury in the evening, and the same number 

of trains and carriages were in requisition yesterday […]. They reached the Victoria station from 

Dewsbury about nine o’clock in the morning of each day and left Liverpool in the evening of 

Thursday (and last evening also); from eight to nine o’clock so that the last train did not reach 

Victoria station […] till after ten o’clock and it would be about midnight ere the parties arrived at 

home. On Thursday morning about 2,500 persons started from Dewsbury in a single train, 

consisting of 53 carriages, for Hull and returned in the evening of the same day, augmented by the 

ordinary second class train, so that the total number of carriages amounted to 64. Yesterday it was 

expected that there would be from 600 to 800 more persons taking this cheap trip to Hull and back. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 July 1844) 

August 
Report of a dispute between the Manchester and Leeds and the North Midland railways resulting in 

a ‘railway blockade’. (Herapath, 3 August 1844) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway have received a deputation from Blackpool for a railway to the 

town from Poulton. (Herapath, 3 August 1844) 

In a previous number of our journal (N.35, 7th October 1843), we gave a description of the Hunts 

Bank station of the Liverpool and Manchester  and Manchester and Leeds Railway; and being one of 

the most extensive in the kingdom, we are induced to furnish a perspective view and a ground plan 

of the work, emanating from the good taste of Mr Stevenson (sic), the celebrated engineer. In the 

original design, the covered ways to the booking office were intended to be supported by Roman 

Doric columns, cantilever brackets were substituted, which alterations in some measure destroys its 

architectural pretensions, conventially considered; but so satisfactorily has this been effected, that 

the present design is far from inelegant or void in its general features; and when its intended 

purposes are considered, it claims praise, and account of the deviation from routine architecture, for 

the space afforded by the alteration is decidedly advantageous. The building, which is 256 feet long 

and 36 feet wide, is in immediate connexion with the covered roof, and, as we before stated, is of 

the largest area yet executed. It is uniformly divided at the centre, the right half containing booking 

offices for the Manchester and Leeds Railway, with refreshment and waiting rooms, superintendents 

apartments, and other conveniences, upon an extensive scale, and of good proportions and 

arrangement, as shown by the accompanying plan. The left hand contains similar accommodation for 



1840 - 1849 

138 

the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway. The basement storey, which is approached by area-steps at 

the back of the edifice, contains luggage rooms, and accommodation for the third class passengers, 

with suitable accommodation for the porters and other attendants of the station, and easy 

communication with the railway and approaches. (The Builder, 3 August 1844) 

Following an adverse report by Mr Cawley the resolution of 21st May 1844 rescinded, and transverse 

sleepers to be used. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 3 August 1844) 

During two days of last week, the transit of all goods whatever from Leeds to Manchester and 

Liverpool, by railway, was suspended, owing to some misunderstanding betwixt the North Midland 

Company and the Leeds and Manchester and Leeds Company. (Manchester Courier, 10 August 

1844) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains. Notice is hereby given, that, on and after 

Thursday next the 15th August 1844, trains now leaving Manchester for Bolton and Preston, etc., at 

11.30am and 5.40pm will leave at 12.10pm and 4.55pm. The trains to Bolton at 12.30pm and 4.45pm 

will be discontinued, and a new train will leave Manchester for Bolton at 6.15pm. The train now 

leaving for Bolton at seven o’clock, will leave at 7.30pm. On Sundays, the train now leaving 

Manchester for Bolton and Preston at 5.30pm will leave at 4.50pm. The trains now leaving Bolton 

for Manchester at 12.30, 4.45, 6, and 7.30pm will leave at 12, 5.20, 7 and 8 respectively. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 August 1844) 

At a meeting of the Ashton, Stalybridge, and Liverpool Junction Railway held on Thursday, 15th

August, 1844 it was unanimously decided to sell and transfer the undertaking to the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 17 August 1844) 

Report of the proposed Blackburn, Burnley and Accrington Extension Railway meeting. (Railway 

Times, 17 August 1844) 

Middleton Branch Railway. A report is in circulation that the town of Middleton is likely to be 

connected with the Manchester and Leeds Railway in a very easy and cheap manner, by means of a 

disused colliery railway, formerly constructed for the purpose of conveying coals from the 

Alkrington Colliery to the Rochdale Canal. This railway passes under the Manchester and Leeds line, 

and terminates within a short distance of the town of Middleton. All alterations necessary to render 

it effective are, that it should be extended from its present terminus at Alkrington Colliery to Little 

Park (near the silk mill, and not far distant from the large cotton factory now in course of erection 

belonging to Messrs Aspall and Bradley, of Marsden Square, Manchester), which is a part of the town 

of Middleton, and that its terminus at Stocks Valley should be slightly raised, in order to join the 

Manchester and Leeds line. The projected line might be rendered of the greatest utility to 

Middleton, and highly remunerative to the Manchester and Leeds Company; it would secure them 

most, if not all, the traffic in passengers and goods between Middleton and Manchester. The 

Alkrington Colliery Railway may be easily rendered available for the purpose without obtaining an 

Act of Parliament. The population of Middleton and the adjoining township of Tonge amounts to 

10,000, and is rapidly on the increase, on account of the erection of several extensive silk and cotton 

manufactories, and also one of the most extensive print works in the county, all of which stand 

greatly in need of improved means of conveyance. From Manchester Courier. (Railway Times, 17 

August 1844) 

The cutting on the Blackburn and Preston Railway was commenced on Tuesday, last near Hoghton 

Tower […] where the Darwen flows between two hills, the ravine will be crossed by a viaduct 

entirely composed of Ashlar masonry standing 103 feet high and of three arches of 65 feet span 

each. (Manchester Guardian, 28 August 1844) 

Among the various indications of the increased traffic, prosperity, and importance of Fleetwood, may 

be noticed the immense wharf extension now in progress. The present wharf will be extended 400 
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feet in a westerly direction, consisting of wooden framework, the piles (some 50 feet in length) 

being driven into the ground 18 feet, so as to admit nine feet of water at low water-springs. To 

effect this extension, 30,000 feet of timber (all of which passed through Payne’s process, now in 

active operation at Fleetwood) will be used. Like the present line of wharf, the new portion will have 

two lines of rails, parallel with the river, on the top, so that engines and carriages from the railway 

station can pass on to deposit goods and passengers in the sailing packets. This increased 

accommodation is rendered necessary by the building of two splendid steamers which we have 

already noticed as about to ply between Fleetwood and Scotland. (Manchester Guardian, 28 August 

1844) 

The Ashton, Stalybridge, and Liverpool Junction Railway contract advertisement. Wanted; 16,000 

larch or Baltic sleepers. If larch the dimensions to be as follows; 3,200 sleepers to be each 9 feet 

long, and cut so that a tree of twelve inches diameter, at the small end under the bark, will form two 

sleepers; or, if cut from large timber, and squared up, to be each nine feet long, twelve inches broad, 

and six inches thick.  

12,800 sleepers to be each nine feet long, and cut so that a tree of ten inches diameter, at the small 

end under the bark, will form two sleepers; or if cut from large timber, and squared up, to be each 

nine feet long, nine inches broad, and five inches thick. 

If of sawn Baltic timber, the following to be the dimensions; 3,200 sleepers to be each nine feet long, 

twelve inches broad and six inches thick.  

12,800 sleepers to be each nine feet long, ten inches broad and five inches thick. 

The larch to be slow growth and sound; and to be cut down in the ensuing winter, so as to be 

delivered in the early part of next spring. 

The Baltic to be sound, fresh timber, free from shake or twist; to be delivered early in the next 

spring. (Manchester Guardian, 31 August 1844) 

September 
The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Thursday, 5th September 

1844. It was followed by a special meeting to consider the Ashton, Stalybridge, and Liverpool 

Junction Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 7 September 1844; Herapath, 7 & 14 September 1844; 

Railway Times, 7, 14, 21 September 1844) 

Notice of the Bolton Wigan and Liverpool Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 7 September 1844) 

The cutting on the Blackburn and Preston Railway was commenced on Tuesday near Hoghton 

Tower in the neighbourhood of which there will be the heaviest cutting on the whole line […] 

where the Darwen flows between two hills the ravine will be crossed by a viaduct entirely 

constructed of ashlar masonry, standing 108 feet high, and of three arches of 65 feet span each. (The 

Builder, 7 September 1844) 

Cheap trips to Fleetwood, Blackpool, etc. A special train will leave the Manchester and Bolton 

railway station, New Bailey Street, on Sunday, at a quarter past seven a.m. for Fleetwood, returning 

from thence at a quarter before seven in the evening. Fares; to Fleetwood or Poulton (Blackpool 

station) and back. First class, 10s; Second class, 7s 6d; Third class, 5s. 

A fine steamer, Express, will leave Fleetwood immediately on the arrival of the train for Piel Harbour, 

returning at four in the afternoon. Fare there and back, 1s 6d. (Manchester Guardian, 11 September 

1844) 

According to the testimony of Captain Laws, as given before the railway committee, the original cost 

of a first class carriage, on the Manchester and Leeds Railway line, is between £300 and £400; and 
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the renovation of lining, painting, etc., amounts to about £150 per year. This carriage will carry but 

eighteen persons, whereas a third class carriage on that line will take forty persons, and costs at first 

only about £120, with about £10 per annum for repairs. (Manchester Guardian, 11 September 1844) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway notice of trains to Doncaster races. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

September 1844) 

Bolton Wigan and Liverpool Railway. The public are respectfully informed that it is intended to 

apply, in the next session of Parliament, for powers to form a direct railway communication between 

the towns of Bolton, Wigan and Liverpool, passing through the important coal district of Upholland, 

and terminating near the North Docks in Liverpool. A survey of the land is in progress. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 September 1844)  

Notice of the Southport and Euxton Junction Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 21 September 1844) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting; and the proposed Liverpool, Ormskirk and 

Preston Railway. (Railway Times, 21 September 1844) 

Manchester Leeds and Hull Railway. The public are respectfully informed that this company have 

arranged with the MR for the conveyance of a limited number of passengers, by a special train to 

London, on the 28th September 1844, returning 5th October, by railway through (via Derby). Fares 

(both ways included) First class £1 15s; second class £1 5s. Will proceed from Victoria station at 

5.00am (calling at stations to Normanton). The time of departure on the 5th will be seen at the 

Euston station, London. (Manchester Guardian, 21 September 1844) 

Notice of the Huddersfield and Sheffield Junction Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 25 September 

1844) 

At the half yearly meeting of the Sheffield Ashton-under-Lyne and Manchester Railway held on 

Wednesday, 25th September 1844 it was proposed that the meeting approve and ratify the 

arrangements made with Lord Francis Egerton and the Manchester and Birmingham Railway for the 

formation of the South Junction Railway through Manchester, to connect the joint station with the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway and the river and canal navigations and for the formation of a 

railway to Altrincham. The proposal was accepted. It was also stated that the Sheffield Ashton-

under-Lyne and Manchester Railway would therefore have ‘as uninterrupted a run to Liverpool as 

the other company has from the Hunts Bank station’. (Manchester Guardian, 28 September 1844) 

Manchester and Bolton Railway –Athenaeum Grand Soiree. A train will leave the railway station, 

New Bailey Street, Salford, for Bolton, on Thursday next the 3rd October 1844 at twelve o’clock at 

night, for the accommodation of parties attending the Soiree. (Manchester Guardian, 28 September 

1844) 

At a special meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway it was stated that the total expense of the 

line to Blackpool would be about £20/24,000. The consent of every landowner had been obtained. 

(The Builder, 28 September 1844) 

October 
Notice of the Leeds and West Riding Junction Railway and the Blackburn Darwen and Bolton 

Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 2 October 1844) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the Ashton branch railway from Newton station 

for a distance of 1 mile 66 chains. (Manchester Guardian, 5 October 1844) 

At an extra-ordinary meeting of the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway held on Thursday, 3rd

October 1844, it was deemed expedient that arrangement be made for the amalgamation with the 
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Blackburn, Burnley and Accrington Extension Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 5 October 1844; 

Railway Times, 12 October 1844) 

At a special meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway held on Thursday, 3rd October 1844 

it was approved that a subscription and contribution be made by the company of so much of the 

capital of the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway not exceeding £75,000. It was stated that all 

present were well acquainted with the way in which they had become proprietors in the Rossendale 

Company. It was very much to the interest of this company that the Rossendale line should be 

connected with this line and the committee, with the approbation of the proprietors had subscribed 

for 3,000 shares. (Manchester Guardian, 5 October 1844) 

Notice to extend the Bolton Wigan and Liverpool Railway to Bury and Heywood. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 October 1844) 

The Liverpool and Manchester  Railway announce that as from Saturday 2nd November 1844 a 

reduction of fares, due in part, to the extension line through Salford forming a continuous line of 

communication with Yorkshire and the east coast; also there will be two third class trains per day 

each way between Liverpool and Manchester . (Manchester Guardian, 19 October 1844) 

The survey for the extension of the Oldham branch appears to have been completed. The line will 

pass under Manchester Street and King Street and to the south of the gas works and the Walshaw 

gravel pits to Greenacres station, close to Holy Trinity Church now erecting near Lees Road. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 December 1844) 

Wakefield Pontefract and Goole Railway prospectus. The advantage of a railway to connect the port 

of Goole and the town of Pontefract with the great manufacturing districts of Yorkshire and 

Lancashire; is so self-evident to every person connected, or in any degree acquainted with the 

immense traffic between those places, that it is unnecessary to go into the usual details of a 

prospectus to obtain a capital to complete such an undertaking. It is, however, to observe, that this 

short line, of about 25 miles, will, by junctions with the London and York line, near Snaith and 

Wakefield, give to Goole and Pontefract, and the districts between those towns and Wakefield, not 

only this important accommodation, but the best railway communication, north, south, east, and 

west, with all the great lines of railway in the kingdom. The whole of the manufacturing towns of the 

West Riding and Lancashire will be accessible by the direct line to Wakefield, which will bring 

Barnsley within 32 miles, and Sheffield within 46 miles of Goole; whilst Doncaster in a southerly 

direction, will be within 19 miles, and York within 28 miles of Goole, in a northerly direction; thus 

affording the most direct facilities for shipment both from the Yorkshire and Durham collieries. To 

effect this desirable object, such is the favourable character of the country through which the line 

will pass, that the capital above stated (£260,000) is considered amply sufficient to meet every 

contingency. A company has been formed, and all necessary measures are in progress for applying to 

Parliament for an act in the ensuing session. The whole of the shares are already applied for; and 

consequently, landowners and those with local claims for shares, are the only parties to whom, on 

application being previously made to the solicitors, allotments will be forwarded on the 30th instant. 

(Manchester Guardian, 26 October 1844) 

Long report resulting from a meeting held in Goole to correct misapprehensions about the town 

and port and the navigation of the river Ouse which had been propagated locally. (Manchester 

Guardian, 30 October 1844) 

Here, on the Oldham branch incline of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, as at the Hunts Bank 

incline, the electric telegraph is in requisition. (Herapath, 30 October 1844) 

November 
The purchase of Heaton Park and mansion has been completed by one of the four rival railway 

company’s projected between Manchester and Bury, a distance of eight or nine miles. The Earl of 
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Wilton is to receive the sum of £500,000 for this property. The park, which is about three miles 

north of Manchester, is to be laid out in sites for villas. (The Builder, 1 November 1844) 

The Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway invite tenders for the construction of locomotive 

engines and tenders. (Manchester Guardian, 2 November 1844) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 9 November 1844) 

To form the road for carriages to Victoria station, it was necessary to arch over the river Irk, 

Manchester, for some distance. Some new offices, for the Manchester and Leeds Railway, are 

building at this spot, in which fire proof construction is largely used. The ground had to be excavated 

from thirty one feet to thirty seven feet down for the foundations, and the difficulty must have been 

increased by the near approach to the river. (The Builder, 15 November 1844) 

Notices for the Manchester and Leeds Railway for application to Parliament; for amalgamation with 

the Hull and Selby Railway, and the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway; for extending the Oldham 

and Heywood branch railways; to make the Burnley and Ardwick branch railways; and for the Leeds 

and West Riding Junction Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 16 November 1844) 

The Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway invite tenders for first, second, and third class carriages 

to be delivered on the railway at Bury by the 20th December 1844. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

November 1844) 

Resolved, that the extension railway (Blackburn, Burnley, Accrington and Colne) be amalgamated 

with the Rossendale line on terms of equality, the amalgamated companies to be called the East 

Lancashire Railway. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 25 November 1844) 

Herapath’s long report on the Manchester and Leeds Railway in Manchester. (Herapath, 30 

November 1844) 

Steamships ‘Her Majesty’ and ‘Royal Consort’ are now plying between Fleetwood and Ardrossan. 

(Railway Times, 30 November 1844) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway advertise for twelve horse boxes, twelve carriage trucks, and 

twelve second class carriages. (Railway Times, 30 November 1844) 

December 
A special meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was held on Thursday, 5th December 

1844 to consider the association with the Manchester and Leeds Railway and the Hull and Selby 

Railway. Mr David Price attacked the Manchester and Leeds Railway un-mercilessly. It was resolved 

to apply to Parliament for power to carry out the agreement. Several dissenting shareholders 

convened a meeting after the special meeting which resolved to counter the proceedings of the 

Manchester, Bolton and Bury Company relative to the proposed connection with other railways. 

(Manchester Guardian, Railway Times, 7 December 1844; Herapath, 21 December 1844) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for twelve first class carriages and forty third class 

carriages; also for any number of merchandise waggons, not exceeding two hundred, the company 

finding wheels, axles, axle boxes and brasses, in all the above cases. Specifications and drawings may 

be seen on application to Mr William Burgess, the company master coachmaker at Oldham Road 

station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 14 December 1844) 

In the twenty one weeks to 30th June 1844 800,000 passengers have been carried by the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway. (Railway Times, 21 December 1844) 

Cheap trains to Fleetwood and back. The public are informed that on Christmas Day and New 

Year’s Day a special train will leave the New Bailey Street station at nine o’clock in the morning for 
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Fleetwood; returning the same afternoon at four o’clock. The train will be accelerated to perform 

the journey through, each way, in two hours; so as to ensure passengers nearly five hours to spend 

in Fleetwood and their arrival in Manchester, by six in the evening. Reduced fares there and back; 

first class, 9s; second class, 7s; third class, 4s 6d. (Manchester Guardian, 21 December 1844) 

Resolved, that the works between Ramsbottom and Rawtenstall, except the excavation already 

commenced at Alderbottom, be suspended until the survey is made between Ramsbottom and 

Helmshore, ‘with the view of ascertaining the best locomotive line which can be obtained’. (East 

Lancashire Railway Minutes, 23 December 1844) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains. Notice is hereby given, that, on and after 

Wednesday, 1st January 1845 the following will be the times of departures from Manchester and 

Bolton respectively:- 

From Manchester.

A.M.
7.00 Cheap train To Preston, Lancaster, Fleetwood & Blackburn

8.15*      Stopping at Stoneclough
9.10* Stopping at intermediate stations

To Preston and Lancaster

10.30 Stopping at Stoneclough
11.30 Stopping at Stoneclough & Farnworth
P.M.
1.30 Stopping at intermediate stations

To Preston, Lancaster, Fleetwood, Southport & Blackburn

2.30 Stopping at Stoneclough and on Wednesdays at Windsor 
Bridge 

4.00* Stopping at intermediate stations
To Preston, Fleetwood, Lancaster & Blackburn

4.55* Stopping at Stoneclough and on Wednesdays at Windsor 
Bridge 

6.15* Stopping at intermediate stations
7.30* Stopping at intermediate stations
8.30 Cheap train
On Sundays

To Preston and Fleetwood

8.00 Cheap train
P.M.
1.00* Stopping at intermediate stations

To Preston and Lancaster

4.50* Stopping at Stoneclough
8.00* Stopping at intermediate stations

From Bolton

A.M.
7.00 Cheap train
8.00* Stopping at intermediate stations
6.50 from Lancaster
7.00 from Fleetwood
7.00 from Blackburn
9.10* Stopping at Stoneclough
8.05 from Preston
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10.00 Stopping at intermediate stations
9.00 from Fleetwood
9.15 from Lancaster
11.50 Stopping at Stoneclough
10.25 from Preston
P.M.
12.30 Stopping at Stoneclough
1.30 Stopping at intermediate stations
12.00 from Southport
1.10 from Lancaster
3.50 Stopping at Stoneclough
2.25 from Preston
3.30 from Blackburn
5.20 Stopping at intermediate stations
7.00 Stopping at intermediate stations
8.00 Cheap train
4.00 from Fleetwood
6.55 from Lancaster
9.00* Stopping at Stoneclough
8.00 from Preston

On Sundays
A.M.
8.00 from Preston
9.15* Stopping at intermediate stations
P.M.
2.00* Stopping at intermediate stations
7.00 Cheap train
4.00 from Fleetwood
6.55 from Lancaster
9.00* Stopping at Stoneclough
8.00 from Preston
Third class between Manchester and Bolton marked thus *.
Fares between Manchester and Bolton; First class, 2s; second class, 1s 6d; third class, 1s.

(Manchester Guardian, 24 December 1844) 

New third class carriages on the Manchester and Leeds Railway are expected to be brought out 

early in the New Year. They are to have seats and covers, but no sides; they will, however, be a 

great improvement on the present wagons. (Railway Times, 28 December 1844) 

The Southport and Euxton Junction Railway provincial committee invite tenders for the supply in 

case an act of incorporation be obtained; of wrought iron rails, and the requisite number of chairs, of 

the best manufacture, for about fifteen miles of single railway. The weight of the rails to be from 60 to 

70lbs per lineal yard, and 15 feet lengths, with square ends, equal to from 1,500 to 1,800 tons of 

wrought iron. The deliveries to be made at such periods in the ensuing year as may be mutually 

agreed upon. Parties tendering are requested to distinguish the difference in price for deliveries at 

each of the following places, viz. 1. On the line of the North Union Railway at Coppell and Euxton. 2. 

On the banks of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal at Rufford. 3. On the coast at Southport, in North 

Meols. (Manchester Guardian, 28 December 1844) 
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1845 
January 

I travelled in a passenger wagon train in a stand up carriage. This carriage was simply a square wood 

box, or wagon, without seats or roof, exposed to all sorts of weather, and passengers all wedged in, 

like cattle in a truck. (Thomas Normington, 1845) 

Report of a fatal accident on Monday last, 30th December 1844 on the Liverpool and Manchester  

Railway viaduct adjacent to New Bailey Street station, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 1 January 

1845; Herapath, 4 January 1845) 

Report of the Manchester and Leeds Railway meeting. (Herapath, 4 January 1845) 

The Ashton, Stalybridge, and Liverpool Junction Railway invite tenders for the formation of the 

remaining portion of the (Ashton) branch in one contract, which commences at a point 7½ chains east 

of a certain road to Culcheth, No.155 on the plan in the township of Newton and terminates in a 

pasture field No.15 on the plan in the division of Hartshead in the parish of Ashton-under-Lyne. The 

entire length of the contract is 4 miles 56½ chains. (Manchester Guardian, 8 January 1845) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 8th January 1845 to 

consider the new branch railways. Arrangements have been made with the Blackburn, Burnley and 

Accrington Extension Railway for a junction and joint station at Burnley on the branch railway from 

Todmorden. To extend the Oldham branch railway to Mumps and the Heywood branch railway to 

Bury. To make branch railways to Ardwick and Guide Bridge from the Ashton branch railway. To 

lease the lines of the Leeds and West Riding Junction Railway. To build the Wakefield, Pontefract 

and Goole Railway. To consider the proposed arrangements for unions with the Hull and Selby and 

the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railways. (Manchester Guardian, Railway Times and Herapath, 11 

January 1845) 

A locomotive boiler exploded at the Manchester and Leeds Railway Miles Platting engine shed on 

Tuesday, 28th January 1845, killing three men, at about 6.00am. Mr John Craven, foreman of the 

locomotive department, who lives at the station, found the shed in ruins for the length of twenty 

one yards, only the outer walls standing. The body of George Mills, the engineman, was found 

beneath the engine Irk, which landed upside down in the adjacent engine pit. After a roll call was 

made two men missing were found dead, William Alcock and William Stone, night-watchman. Under 

the direction of Mr Fenton, the superintendent of the locomotive department, the bodies were 

removed to the Highlander Inn, Oldham Road, to await the coroner’s inquest. Several other people 

were injured and scalded. The plan shows a portion of the west end of the new wooden engine shed 

a little eastwards of the larger buildings at the engine station. The shed was about 56 yards long and 

almost 21 yards of the roof was destroyed. At about 4.00am the fire was made for the Irk to be 

ready to work the 7.15am train from Manchester to Leeds. At 6.00am the explosion took place with 

Irk being projected upwards, landing in the adjacent pit upside down, the chimney was found 

beneath the tender which had remained in its original position. William Fairbairn arrived at 11.00am 

to inspect the engine, which had been built at his works and was first used by the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway in January 1841, since which time it has covered an aggregate distance of 76,860 miles.  

North Wall 
________________________________________________________________________________
________tenderIrk________________________tenderTrent________________________tenderMer
sey_________________________________________________________________Irk___________
________________________________________________________________________________
______________ 

           South Wall 
(Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1845, Herapath, 1 February 1845)  
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At a meeting in Bolton on Monday, 24th January 1845 it was decided “that the proposed line of 

railway from Liverpool to Wigan and Bolton, with an extension to Bury and Heywood is admirably 

adapted to supply the deficiencies of railway communication now felt in this town and 

neighbourhood”. (Manchester Guardian 29 January 1845) 

February 
Report of the inquest held on Wednesday, 29th January 1845 on those killed by the boiler explosion 

at Miles Platting. It was adjourned to Monday, 3rd February. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1845) 

Traffic on the Oldham branch railway is so heavy that Messrs. Barker, Evans & Co. have been 

obliged to engage from twenty to thirty carts a day to take coal to Manchester, not being able to 

have it carried by rail. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1845) 

The resumed inquest at Miles Platting took place on Monday, 3rd February 1845. There was a report 

for the Manchester and Leeds Railway by William Fairbairn. (Manchester Guardian, 5 February 1845) 

Verdict of the Miles Platting inquest. (Manchester Guardian, 8 February 1845) 

Notice of the Huddersfield and Manchester Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 8 February 1845) 

Report of the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway. (Railway Times, 8 February 1845) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway have contracted for their supply of coal at Wakefield at 2s 3d 

per ton. (Herapath, 8 February 1845) 

The river Irwell Bridge at Hagside to have a single span. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 17 

February 1845) 

Report of the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 22 February 1845) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway advertise for a superintendent of locomotives, experienced in 

construction and management of locomotives. salary, £240 per annum. (Herapath, 22 February 

1845) 

March 
Work on the Lytham branch railway of the Bolton and Preston Railway likely to start soon. 

(Herapath, 1 March1845) 

Notice of the Bolton and Preston Railway Extension and Darwen Junction Railway […] the line will 

commence at the present terminus of the Bolton and Preston Railway at Maudland Bank, Preston, 

join the terminus of the Preston and Longridge Railway, form a junction with the Blackburn and 

Preston Railway, at Hoghton Tower, and fall into the Proposed Blackburn, Bolton and Darwen 

Railway, at or near Over Darwen, or proceed by an alternative line from Hoghton Tower, along the 

line of the Blackburn and Preston Railway, to near Fennis Cliff, and thence to the Blackburn, Bolton 

and Darwen Railway, at or near Lower Darwen (Manchester Guardian, 1 March1845) 

Report of the Railway Department of the Board of Trade on the Manchester and Leeds districts 

[…]. ”The use of a stationary engine for ascending the incline on the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

from the Victoria station, which is 1 in 50 for 1,000 yards and 1 in 49 for 640 yards, has been in a 

great measure discontinued, the ordinary engines being found capable of taking up it the heavy 

passenger and goods trains”. (Herapath, Railway Times, 8 March1845) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 12th March 

1845. (Manchester Guardian, Herapath, Railway Times, 15 March1845) 
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Notice of a meeting to be held on Tuesday, 22nd April 1845 by the Bolton and Preston Railway to 

consider the draft of a bill enabling the company to make branch railways, from Poulton to Blackpool 

and from Kirkham to Lytham, and a branch from the latter to Lytham Docks. (Manchester Guardian, 

19 March1845) 

Notice of the Clitheroe Junction Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 22 March1845) 

April 
Notice was received on Wednesday, 2nd April 1845 by the platelayers in the Moston cutting on the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway about two and a half miles from Manchester, that a dead man was 

lying “back upwards” quite naked, and his head in a sand hole, not far from the rails. The whole of 

his “nether form” was quite visible to all passengers en route. On approaching the spot, the men 

who were appointed to ascertain the cause of his death, and to remove the body, were astonished 

to see this indecent spectacle get up and run away like fury; he was pursued with vigour, but 

“nudity” outran his pursuers and finally escaped. His name is “Sam Cobble”. We understand “master 

Sam” is to be made to suffer for this very indecent and singularly mad freak. (Herapath, 5 April 

1845) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of their proposed head offices at the 

Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 12 April 1845) 

Report of the Manchester and Leeds Railway accounts. (Railway Times, 12 April 1845) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for a continuation of the arching over the river Irk 

at Hunts Bank, from the end of the present arch, near the Palatine Hotel, to a point near the bridge at 

Mill Brow, a length of about ninety yards. (Manchester Guardian, 23 April 1845) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 26 April 1845) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Alteration of trains. The public is respectfully informed that, on and 

after Thursday, 1st May 1845 next the train departing from Halifax at 6.00am for Leeds will set off 

from that station at 5.45am. Also the train from Hebden Bridge for Leeds, heretofore departing at 

9.30am will depart at 9.15am. 

Also the train hitherto departing from Rochdale at 5.00am will be discontinued; and the one 

departing from Leeds at 3.30pm and from Rochdale at 5.37pm substituted in its stead. (Manchester 

Guardian, 26 April 1845) 

Notice of a meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway to be held on 3rd May 1845 to 

consider and decide upon the proposed arrangement with the Manchester and Leeds Railway for the 

amalgamation of the companies. (Manchester Guardian, 26 April 1845) 

May 
Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Herapath, 3 May 1845) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Manchester Races, Kersal Moor, 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th May 

1845. During the races special trains will run every quarter of an hour between the railway station, 

New Bailey Street, Salford, and Agecroft Bridge commencing at eleven o’clock in the morning, and 

running till three o’clock in the afternoon; and commencing again so soon as the races are over each 

day, and running until the ground is cleared. Fares; Open boxes, 6d; closed carriage, 9d. 

Special trains will run every hour between the railway station, Trinity Street, Bolton, and Agecroft 

Bridge, commencing at half past ten o’clock in the morning and running till half past two in the 

afternoon; and commencing again as soon as the Races are over each day, and running until the 

ground is cleared. Fares; Open boxes, 1s; Closed carriage, 1s 6d. (Manchester Guardian, 3 May 

1845) 
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Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Whitsun Holidays. Cheap trains from Manchester to 

Fleetwood and Preston. A special train will leave the New Bailey Street station on Whit Sunday, the 

11th instant, and every day during the week, except Thursday, at half past seven in the morning, 

returning from Fleetwood at seven, and Preston at five minutes past eight o’clock each evening 

Fares; There and back, the same day; Fleetwood, 1st class, 10s, 2nd class, 7s, 3rd class, 4s 6d. Preston, 

1st class 6s, 2nd class 4s, 3rd class, 2s 9d. 

The railway trip between Manchester and Fleetwood will be performed in two hours and a half, thus 

allowing passengers about nine hours in Fleetwood. The number of carriages will be limited for the 

above trains; and passengers booked conditionally, on there being room. 

Pleasure steamers will ply from Fleetwood on different sea excursions during each day. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 May 1845)

Manchester and Leeds Railway Alteration of the Mail Train. The public are respectfully informed that, 

on and after Monday, 5th May 1845, the mail train, heretofore departing from Victoria station, 

Manchester, at 10.50am will in future start at 10.15am. (Manchester Guardian, 3 May 1845) 

Report of the Blackburn and Preston Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 10 May 1845) 

Report of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway meeting. (Herapath. 10 May 1845) 

The engineer to make an immediate survey for the Bacup extension. (East Lancashire Railway 

Minutes, 12 May 1845) 

A meeting of the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway was held on Monday, 12th May 1845 to 

consider two bills before Parliament; one for extending the railway to Blackburn, Accrington, 

Burnley and Colne; the other for amending the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway Act which 

would reform the undertaking under the name East Lancashire Railway. It was reported that the 

Board of Trade had recommended the Manchester and Leeds Railway Heywood extension to Bury 

in preference to the East Lancashire Railway branch railway to Heywood. Work of the railway was 

progressing favourably; the contracted date for completion between Manchester and Bury was 

January 1846. With regard to the amalgamation of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway with the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway it was felt that it should not go on without much opposition. 

(Manchester Guardian, 14 May 1845; Railway Times, 17 May 1845) 

Notice of the Fleetwood, Preston and West Riding Junction Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 21 May 

1845) 

At a special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway held on Wednesday, 21st May 1845 it was 

resolved to approve;  

1. the draft bill amending the acts relating to the Manchester and Leeds Railway and for making a 

branch railway to Burnley and for extending the Heywood and Oldham branch railways,  

2. the bill for amending the act relating to the Ashton, Stalybridge, and Liverpool Junction Railway

and for branch railways to Ardwick and Guide Bridge,  

3. to authorise the subscriptions to or purchase of or take shares in and to lease the proposed Leeds 

and West Riding Junction Railways and approve a bill for making such railways to communicate with 

the Manchester and Leeds Railway,  

4. that it be authorised as above with the Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole Railway. 

A second special meeting was held immediately following the above meeting when it was resolved,  
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1. that the draft agreement between the Manchester and Leeds Railway and the Manchester Bolton and 

Bury Railway be approved and,  

2. that powers be sought to carry out 1.  

It was reported that negotiations had taken place with the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway on 

the basis of that previously existing with the Manchester and Leeds Railway and the Hull and Selby 

Railway. Subsequently the Hull and Selby Railway had raised objections to the amalgamation with the 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway and the arrangement was cancelled. Renewed negotiations with 

the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway had taken place with amalgamation in mind. (Manchester 

Guardian, Railway Times, Herapath, 24 May 1845) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains. 

On and after Sunday next, 1st June 1845 the following will be the times of trains starting until further 

notice: 

Manchester to Bolton

A.M
7.00* Stopping at intermediate 

stations 
Preston )

8.15+ Stopping at Stoneclough Fleetwood )
Lancaster )

9.10+ Stopping at intermediate 
stations 

Preston )
10.30 Stopping at Stoneclough 

Lancaster )
11.30 Stopping at intermediate 

stations 
P.M.
Preston )

1.15 Stopping at Stoneclough 
Southport )

2.30 Stopping at intermediate 
stations 

Preston 3.50 Stopping at Stoneclough
4.55+ Stopping at intermediate 

stations 
Preston )
Fleetwood ) 6.15+ Stopping at Stoneclough

7.30+ Stopping at intermediate 
stations 

8.30* Stopping at intermediate 
stations 

Bolton to Manchester

A.M
7.
0
0
* 

Stopping at intermediate stations

8.
0
0
+ 

Stopping at intermediate stations

6.50 from 
Lancaster 

9.
1

Stopping at Stoneclough 
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7.00 from 
Fleetwood 

0
+ 

8.05 from 
Preston 

1
0.
0
0 

Stopping at intermediate stations

9.15 from 
Lancaster 1

1.
3
0 

Stopping at Stoneclough 
9.00 from 
Fleetwood 
10.25 from 
Preston 
P.M.

1
2.
3
0 

Stopping at intermediate stations

1.05 from 
Preston 

2.
1
0 

Stopping at Stoneclough 
10.40 from 
Southport 
3.45 from 
Preston 

4.
5
0 

Stopping at Stoneclough

6.
0
0 

Stopping at intermediate stations

7.
0
0 

Stopping at intermediate stations

8.
0
0
* 

Stopping at intermediate stations

6.55 from 
Lancaster 9.

0
0
+ 

Stopping at Stoneclough 
6.00 from 
Fleetwood 
8.00 from 
Preston 

On Sundays
Manchester to Bolton

A.M.
Preston )

7.45* 
Stopping at intermediate 
stations Lancaster )

Fleetwood )
P.M.

1.00+ Stopping at intermediate 
stations 

Preston )
3.50+ Stopping at Stoneclough 

Lancaster )
8.00+ Stopping at intermediate 

stations 
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Bolton to Manchester

A.M.
8.00 from 
Preston 

9.15+ Stopping at intermediate 
stations 

P.M.
6.55from 
Lancaster 

)

9.00+ Stopping at Stoneclough 
6.30 from 
Fleetwood 

)

8.00 from 
Preston  

)

Penny a mile trains *
Third class Manchester and Bolton + 

(Manchester Guardian, 28 May 1845 

Notice was made by the Manchester and Leeds Railway that a survey had been made for a branch 

railway to Bacup. (Manchester Guardian, 28 May 1845) 

June 
Report of an accident near Littleborough on Thursday, 22nd May 1845 when an engine running on 

the wrong line was run into by a luggage train from Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 28 May 

1845; Railway Times, 7 June 1845) 

Before the railway was made between Rochdale and Oldham, two coaches a week were the only 

conveyance. Last year, by the Manchester and Leeds Railway, there were 40,000 passengers, not 

including pleasure excursions. (Herapath, 14 June 1845) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains.  

On and after Monday next, 16th June 1845 an express train consisting of 1st and 2nd class carriages will 

leave New Bailey Street station for Fleetwood (every day except Sunday) at 5.15pm stopping at 

Bolton, Chorley, Preston, Kirkham and Poulton. This train will run in connection with steamers from 

Fleetwood instead of the 6.15pm as at present, and will perform the journey between Manchester and 

Fleetwood in two hours.  

On Sundays; on and after Sunday next 15th instant the train now leaving Manchester at 7.45am will 

leave at eight o’clock. (Manchester Guardian, 14 June 1845) 

Notice of the West Lancashire or Liverpool, Southport and Preston Junction Railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 21 June 1845) 

Manchester and Bolton Railway. Alteration of trains. 

On and after Monday, 23rd June 1845 the train which now leaves Manchester for Bolton, Preston and 

Fleetwood at half past ten o’clock in the morning will leave at 11.15 by which passengers can be 

booked through to the Isle of Man. Passengers may also book by this train on Saturdays, to return on 

the Monday following, at reduced fares, viz. Manchester to Douglas and back 1st class and cabin, 20s; 

2nd class and cabin, 15s; 3rd class and deck, 8s. 

Passengers from Manchester to Southport will be booked by the 11.15am train instead of 10.30 as at 

present. 

Also, on and after 1st July 1845, the train which now leaves Manchester for Bolton at 4.55 will leave 

at 4.45pm. (Manchester Guardian, 21 June 1845) 

Notice of the Liverpool, Crosby and Formby Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 28 June 1845) 
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July 
Manchester and Bolton Railway. Cheap trains to Preston, Lancaster, Blackpool, Lytham, Fleetwood 

and the Isle of Man. 

On Sunday next 15th July 1845 and every succeeding Sunday during the summer, until further notice. 

A train of third class carriages will leave the New Bailey Street station at seven o’clock in the 

morning, and return from Fleetwood at 5.30, Lancaster at 4.20 and Preston at 6.30 in the evening. 

Fares there and back; Fleetwood and Lancaster 4s each, Preston 2s 6d. 

Passengers for Blackpool and Lytham will be set down at Kirkham and Poulton stations, where 

omnibuses and other conveyances await the trains. The omnibus fare is not included in the fare named 

above. 

Also, 1st and 2nd class passengers to Lancaster, Fleetwood, Lytham and Blackpool will be booked by 

the 3.50pm train from Manchester on Saturday evening with the option of returning from Fleetwood 

by the 7.00 or 9.00 and from Lancaster by the 7.00 or 9.15 trains on the following Monday morning. 

Omnibuses will leave Lytham and Blackpool for the railway stations on Monday morning at half past 

eight to meet the return trains to Manchester. 

Fares, there and back, including omnibuses; Fleetwood, Lytham and Blackpool, 1st class, 12s; 2nd

class 8s; Lancaster. 1st class 15s; 2nd class, 9s 6d. 

Steamers ply from Fleetwood to Piel Castle, Glasson Dock, or on other delightful sea excursions 

every Sunday. 

Omnibuses will leave Lancaster for Poulton on the arrival of the above train. 

Manchester to the Isle of Man and Blackpool. Passengers will be booked to Douglas by the 11.15 

train on Saturday morning, to return the following Monday. 

Fares there and back; 1st class and cabin, 20s; 2nd class and cabin, 15s; 3rd class and deck, 8s. 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 July 1845)  

The daily arrivals and departures of passenger trains at and from the North Union Railway station, 

Fishergate, Preston, at present amounts to the extra-ordinary number of 56. (Manchester Guardian, 

2 July 1845) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. The public are respectfully informed that on and after Monday 14th 

July 1845 express trains for 1st class passengers only will run daily (Sundays excepted) between 

Manchester and Leeds, calling at Rochdale, Elland for Halifax, Brighouse for Bradford, Cooper 

Bridge for Huddersfield, Wakefield and Normanton, performing the entire distance in two hours, 

leaving Manchester at 9.00am and 6.00pm; and Leeds at 9.00am and 6.00pm. (Manchester Guardian, 

12 July 1845) 

Manchester and Bolton Railway. Additional train on Tuesday. 

On Tuesday next 15th July 1845 and every succeeding Tuesday a train will leave New Bailey Street 

station for Bolton at half past five o’clock in the afternoon, stopping at all intermediate stations and 

consisting if 1st, 2nd and 3rd class carriages. 

Third class by all trains; Third class passengers are now booked by all the trains between Manchester 

and Bolton, except the express at 5.15pm. (Manchester Guardian, 12 July 1845) 

Notice of the Oldham District Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 19 July 1845) 
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Agreement between the Blackburn and Preston Railway and the East Lancashire Railway for 

amalgamation read by the solicitor and signed by the directors. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 21 

July 1845) 

Notice of the Manchester and Wigan Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 23 July 1845) 

Express trains on the Manchester and Leeds Railway commenced running on Monday week, 14th July 

1845, two from Leeds and two from Manchester daily, at the hours of 9 morning and 6 evening from 

each place. On inquiry we learn that they have maintained their speed (which is not more than 30 to 

32 miles an hour including stoppages) daily, with but one exception, when, from the overheating of 

one of the axles of an engine, the train exceeded its time by a quarter of an hour. The time fixed is 

two hours between Manchester and Leeds, and the trains now regularly accomplish the distance 

from four to six minutes within the two hours. (Manchester Guardian, 23 July 1845) 

Report of cheap trains on the Manchester and Leeds Railway on Saturday and Sunday 19th and 20th

July 1845. (Manchester Guardian, 23 July 1845) 

In order to make the inclined carriageway to Victoria station the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

purchased from the feoffees of Chetham’s Hospital the right to cover over a portion of the river Irk, 

which flows under the road at Hunts Bank, and there pours its filthy waters into those of the river 

Irwell. About 30 yards in length of the Irk was arched over, and the present ascent to the railway 

passes over that black and turgid stream. Since the completion of the roadway, the railway company 

have been in treaty with the feoffees of Chetham’s Hospital, and also with the feoffees of the 

Manchester Free Grammar School, for permission to arch over a further portion of the Irk, and we 

understand that at length an agreement has been made with these bodies, as the owners of the land 

on the south bank of the river, giving the company power to make these further works. Accordingly 

the company are now proceeding rapidly with the covering over of a further length of ninety yards, 

extending from the former culvert, or arching, under the walls of the Chetham College, or Hospital, 

to the extremity of the land of that trust, and partly into that belonging to the Grammar School. The 

arching is of solid brickwork, 30 feet span, with a spring of 8 feet 6 inches. When arched over, a 

roadway will be carried over the crown of the arches, and past the footbridge (from Mill Brow, Long 

Millgate, to the railway station), towards some warehouses near the river. The Grammar School and 

the College will lose some land, and gain some by this arrangement; but the great public advantage 

will be, the 120 yards in length of foul and noisome Irk will be excluded from daylight, and in fact 

converted into a main sewer for that distance.  

We should be glad to hear of much greater lengths of such streams as the Irk, the Medlock, the 

Cornbrook, and etc., being covered over in a similar way; it would conduce greatly to the health of 

the inhabitants residing on or near their banks. We believe the two bodies of feoffees stipulated in 

this instance that the water course should be completely cleansed out, between the abutments, to 

the depth of the deepest part, and all rubbish removed, before the river was covered. The company 

will gain some land on the side nearest their line; indeed they will take in the old road to walkers 

Croft, and on this land between the river and the railway incline (approach road), they are about 

erecting a handsome pile of buildings for their central offices, for the transactions of general business 

of the company, apart from the booking offices. The building will contain the company’s board room 

and offices for the secretary, the engineer, and their various clerks, etc. On the whole, the 

disappearance of the Irk river, whose stench in summer months is often exceedingly offensive at that 

point, and the erection of a neat building, will tend greatly to improve the already much improved 

appearance of Hunts Bank. There can be no doubt that amongst other advantages, the enclosing of 

the river will be no means one in a sanitary respect, to the scholars and other inhabitants of 

Chetham’s Hospital. (Manchester Guardian, 23 July 1845) 

Notice of the Manchester and Wigan Railway with extension to Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 

26 July 1845) 
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Meetings of the Manchester Bury and Rossendale Railway and the Blackburn, Burnley, Accrington 

and Colne Extension Railway were held on Monday 28th July 1845. The former company resolved to 

change the name to the East Lancashire Railway and the latter resolved to transfer the undertaking 

to the East Lancashire Railway. It was also stated that the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway had 

obtained powers for a railway from Patricroft to Clifton which would give the East Lancashire 

Railway direct communication with Liverpool. Arrangements had been made to enable the East 

Lancashire railway to take passengers to Victoria station should it be found desirable without 

interfering with the previous arrangements with the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway for the 

accommodation of passengers and goods traffic at New Bailey Street station. A memorial had been 

received to extend the railway to Bacup. (Manchester Guardian, 30 July 1845) 

August 
The adjourned meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was held on Thursday, 31st July 

1845. It was stated that this company had had inserted in the Manchester and Birmingham Railway 

act for the South Junction Railway a clause to connect with the Bolton railway somewhere near 

Oldfield Road. Mr Price continued his attack against the amalgamation with the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 2 August 1845) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the building of offices, and etc., at Bury and an iron 

roof over part of the station; also the sinking of working shafts of the intended tunnel near 

Haslingden. (Manchester Guardian, 6 August 1845) 

A trip of sixty carriages containing 1,300 passengers passed through the Victoria station on its return 

from Liverpool to Nottingham, Leicester, Derby and other places in that direction. The Manchester 

and Leeds Railway and the Liverpool and Manchester  Railways deserve the highest commendation 

for the care and attention which they gave to these trains. The greatest caution is required to 

prevent accidents at such a station as Victoria, which, such a constant stream of traffic is carried on; 

and the public owe to the former of these companies, their thanks for being the first to institute 

these cheap trips, a practise which will be the more appreciated the more the people avail 

themselves of it. (Herapath, 9 August 1845) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway propose a railway through Tyldesley to the Liverpool and 

Bury Railway near Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 13 August 1845) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Company beg to give notice that they have discontinued 

booking through trains from Manchester to beyond Bolton by the 7.00am train on Sunday morning; 

but as that train will still run parties from Manchester wishing to visit Preston, Fleetwood, Lancaster, 

& etc., may do so, by rebooking at the Bolton station where the Manchester train will arrive previous 

to the starting of the train from that station for those places and, as the train which leaves Preston on 

its return in the evening at half past six o’clock, it will reach Bolton in time for the *pm return train to 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 20 August 1845) 

On Saturday last 16th August 1845, about 1,300 persons from Sowerby Bridge […] proceeded by 

special train, consisting of forty vehicles (ten 1st and 2nd class carriages and thirty waggons) to 

Manchester and Liverpool, and returned on Monday evening. It is a remarkable circumstance that, 

notwithstanding the very unfavourable weather which has now prevailed for some time, the cheap 

trips have been of almost daily occurrence, especially on the Manchester and Leeds Railway line. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 August 1845) 

The Wakefield Pontefract and Goole Railway invite tenders for rails and chairs. To ironmasters and 

others. About 7,000 tons of malleable iron rails and 2,000 tons of chairs are wanted for this line of 

railway. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1845) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the Accrington contract extending from the town of 

Blackburn, through Accrington, to a point between that town and Burnley, near the junction of the 
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townships of Huncoat and Hapton and being a distance of about 8 miles. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

August 1845) 

The Liverpool and Bury Railway directors state that in addition to the intended junction with the 

docks and the extension of the line for a passenger station into the neighbourhood of Dale Street, it 

is their intention to apply for powers to construct the following tributary projects, viz; 1st A main 

line to the towns of Chorley and Blackburn diverging from the Liverpool and Bury line near 

Upholland. 2nd. A branch line to connect the coal field with the main line. 3rd. A coast line diverging 

from the main line at Sandhills, near Liverpool, and passing through Bootle, Seaforth, Crosby, and 

Formby to Southport. 4th. An extension of their Ormskirk branch from Blague Gate to Southport. 

5th. A railway from their main line near Hindley through Atherton and Tyldesley to Manchester by a 

junction with the Manchester and Bolton line. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1845) 

The Wakefield Pontefract and Goole Railway further extensions. In addition to the proposed 

junction with the Great Grimsby and Sheffield Railway already advertised the directors have decided 

to apply for powers to construct a branch railway from their main line at Pontefract to join the York 

and North MR  near Altofts or Methley so as to give the shortest and most direct line of railway 

from Goole and Pontefract to Leeds, as well as Wakefield and the rest of the West Riding and also 

to continue such branch in a southerly direction from their main line at or near Pontefract to join 

the main trunk of the London and York Railway near Askern and thus form the shortest line of 

communication from Leeds to London. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1845) 

On Saturday last 23rd August 1845, a number of members and friends of the singing classes of the 

Philharmonic Institute of Manchester proceeded by special train, calling at the various intermediate 

stations to Todmorden. The weather was at first unfavourable, the rain fell heavily; but by the 

kindness of Mr Hall, the chief inspector of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, covered carriages 

were provided and the tourists escaped the effects of the weather. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

August 1845) 

Proposal to extend the railway from the alleged inconvenient New Bailey Street station to the south 

side of Blackfriars Street or preferably to the westerly side of the Parsonage. A bridge would be built 

over the river Irwell equidistant from Blackfriars and Albert bridges. The Manchester Bolton and 

Bury Railway are reported as being favourable to the proposal. (Manchester Guardian, 27 August 

1845) 

Notice of the Leeds, Wakefield, Pontefract and Grimsby Junction Railway to connect the Wakefield 

Pontefract and Goole Railway with the Great Grimsby and Sheffield Railway at or near Brigg. 

Amongst the provisional committee were Captain Laws, RN, Crumpsall, and Henry Houldsworth, 

Esq, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 30 August 1845) 

September 
The tender of Ireland and Longden, £770-17-4d, accepted for the construction of the iron roof over a 

portion of the station at Bury. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 1 September 1845) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Doncaster Races. The public is respectfully informed that passengers 

for Doncaster may proceed by a special train which will depart from the Manchester station on 

Wednesday, 17th September 1845 at six o’clock in the morning (which is St Leger day) for Swinton 

and also by the train which leaves Manchester at a quarter before seven o’clock in the morning of 

every day during race week, when coaches, omnibuses, and boats will be in attendance, to convey 

passengers from Swinton to Doncaster, or to the race course. On Wednesday evening the 17th a 

special train for Manchester stopping at stations on this railway will depart from the Swinton station 

at seven o’clock. Fares to or from Swinton and Manchester; 1st class, 12s 6d; 2nd class, 8s 6d; 3rd 

class, 6s 0d. A limited number of passengers can be booked through to Doncaster, via Wakefield, at 

15s 0d 1st class and inside coach and 10s 0d 2nd class and outside coach. (Manchester Guardian, 3 

September 1845) 
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The report for the meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway stated that acts had been obtained 

for branch railways to Burnley (from Todmorden), to Bury (from Heywood), and to Mumps (from 

Werneth); a junction with the Manchester and Birmingham Railway; the Wakefield, Pontefract and 

Goole Railway. The bill for the amalgamation with the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was 

postponed to the next session. The Bacup branch Railway had been surveyed, the Oldham District

Railway partly extends from Rochdale to Ashton and a short branch railway to Middleton will also 

be applied for. (Manchester Guardian, 3 September 1845) 

Land to be taken for four lines of way from the prison to Boundary Street, Liverpool. (Liverpool and 

Bury Railway Minutes, 6 September 1845) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 3rd

September 1845, followed by a special meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 6 September 1845) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Trip to Scarborough and back on Wednesday, 10th September from 

Victoria station at six am returning from Scarbro’ on Friday 12th September at 5.30pm. 

Fares there and back; 1st class, 12s 6d; 2nd class, 9s 0d; 3rd class, 6s 0d. Early application for tickets is 

requested as the number is limited. (Manchester Guardian, 6 September 1845) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Trip to Fleetwood, Poulton, for Blackpool and Lytham. Arrangements 

have been made, and steamers engaged, to convey parties, on Saturday, 13th. and Sunday 14th

September 1845 to the Isle of Man, Bardsea, the Lakes, and other interesting places, offering an 

unusual treat, at extremely low rates and fares. 

A limited number of tickets will be issued at the following stations, whence the train will depart; 

From Leeds at 5.40; Wakefield at 6.10; Cooper Bridge at 6.45; Brighouse at 6.53; Halifax at 6.30; 

Elland at 7.10; Hebden Bridge at 7.25; Todmorden at 7.45; Rochdale at 8.10; Oldham at 8 o’clock 

am, for a trip to Fleetwood, etc., on Saturday, 13th September. Return from Fleetwood, or Poulton on 

Monday 15th September at 4.30pm. 

Fare, there and back; First class, 13s 0d; Second class, 10s 6d; Third class, 7s 0d.  

(Manchester Guardian, 6 September 1845) 

Notice of the Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole meeting on Wednesday, 24th September 1845. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 September 1845) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway notice of the proposed extension of their line to near 

Blackfriars Bridge, Manchester, and a railway through Tyldesley to a junction with the Liverpool and 

Bury Railway near Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 6 September 1845) 

Additional trains between Manchester and Bolton. The Manchester and Bolton Railway beg to give 

notice that on and after Saturday, 20th September 1845 a train will leave the New Bailey Street station 

at half past twelve o’clock in the afternoon stopping when required at Pendleton, Clifton, 

Stoneclough, Halshaw Moor (north end of tunnel), and Farnworth and a train will leave Bolton for 

Manchester at half past one o’clock stopping at the above stations. The seven 0’clock pm train from 

Bolton will also stop at Halshaw Moor. 

Fares; First class, 2s; Second class, 1s 6d; Third class, 10d. 

Also from and after the 14th September the fares by trains on Sundays from Manchester at 0ne pm and 

from Bolton at 2 pm will be; First class, 2s; Second class, 1s 6d; Third class, 10d. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 September 1845) 

There are complaints in Oldham of the apparently unaccountable delay which is taking place in the 

extension of the Oldham branch railway […]. It is said that the delay has arisen from the 
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arrangements in progress at present with the Oldham District Railway Company and also the 

consequences of the necessity of determining the proper situation for a station which would be 

equally accessible to the centre of Oldham and the lower parts of Greenacres Moor. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 September 1845) 

The Liverpool and Bury Railway invite tenders for the supply of railway sleepers. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 September 1845) 

Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Herapath, 20 September 1845) 

Notice of an extra-ordinary meeting of the Liverpool and Bury Railway to consider and approve 

amalgamation with the Manchester and Leeds Railway to be held on 8th October 1845. (Manchester 

Guardian, 20 September 1845) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway special train this day (Saturday) 20th September 1845 expressly 

for the afternoon’s amusement at Sharples “The Star”, Churchgate, Bolton. Grand day performance 

to commence at four o’clock, Museum and Menagerie, Promenade, Water Fountain and Fishpond, 

and Conveyance to and from Bolton, in second class carriages, the whole for one shilling each; To 

start from Manchester at 3pm and leave Bolton at half past 7pm.  

NB. The special train will run each way without stopping. 

PS. Passengers railway tickets will admit them through the above establishment free. (Manchester 

Guardian, 20 September 1845) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. The public are respectfully informed that on and after Wednesday, 1st

October 1845, the express trains now leaving the Manchester and Leeds stations at 6 o’clock pm will 

cease to run. 

And they are likewise informed that the trains now leaving Manchester and Leeds stations at 6.15pm 

will on and after that date leave those stations at 6 o’clock pm consequently starting from the 

intermediate stations 15 minutes earlier than stated in the timetable. 

The following will therefore be the list of times which the trains will leave the Manchester and Leeds 

stations on and after 1st October 1845, until further notice: 

From Manchester to Leeds From Leeds to Manchester

Weekdays Weekdays
6.45am 5.40am
9.00am Express 7.30am
9.15am 9.00am Express
10.15am Mail 9.15am
1.00pm 10.40am Mail
3.30pm 1.15pm
4.45pm 3.30pm
6.00pm 4.30pm
7.45pm 6.00pm

7.45pm
Sundays Sundays
8.00am 7.00am
10.15am 10.40am
1.39pm 7.45pm
7.30pm

(Manchester Guardian, 20 September 1845) 



1840 - 1849 

158 

Cheap trip to York and Scarborough. The last for the Season.  

The late cheap trip from Manchester to Scarbro’ having been very highly appreciated […] it has been 

determined to undertake another with the added attraction of a stay for three or four hours at 

York on returning […]. The train will leave Victoria station at half past six o’clock precisely on 

Wednesday morning October 1st and will return on the following Monday morning to York where it 

will remain for three or four hours, and then proceed thence to Manchester. 

Tickets for the trip may be had at the Lime and Coal Offices, Ducie Street, Victoria station. Price; 

First class, 12s 6d; Second class, 9s; Third class, 6s. As the number of tickets is limited an early 

application is requested. (Manchester Guardian, 20 September 1845 

The Huddersfield and Sheffield Junction Railway invite tenders for the supply of 3,500 tons of 

malleable iron rails and 700 tons of cast iron chairs. The whole to be delivered at the Canal Wharf, 

Huddersfield by fixed instalments, the last on the 31st December 1847. (Manchester Guardian, 20 

September 1845) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for works from the termination of the Accrington contract 

to the intended junction with the Leeds and Bradford extension at the town of Colne and also a branch 

line at Burnley to the intended junction with the branch line from Todmorden. (Manchester Guardian, 

20 September 1845) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for 90,000 sleepers, either larch or Baltic timber. 

If of larch the sleepers must be nine feet long and of the following scantlings 10ins by 5ins at the 

smallest end being cut out of timbers 10ins in diameter exclusive of bark; or 9ins by 4½ins or 8ins by 

6ins. The tender must be for not less than 5,000 in one lot, and must state the price of each dimension 

of sleeper... 

If of sawn timber the sleepers must be of good, sound, Baltic timber, each nine feet long and 

triangular in section, four sleepers being cut out of a log 13ins square, by two diagonal cuts, the logs 

having been first slabbed so that the broadest side be perfectly smooth and flat; or two sleepers may 

be cut out of logs 9½ins square. 

Tenders will be received for about 380,000 lineal yards of larch railings; the rails being each 10 feet 

long and 3½ins by 1½ins in section, the ends being properly cut and bevelled to fit into the posts; also 

about 28,000 larch posts being 6 feet 6ins long and 5ins by 3½ins in sectional area at the smallest 

part, morticed to receive four rails each, according to the template which will be furnished by the 

engineer.    

The railings and posts must be delivered in proportionate quantities. The whole of the above must be 

delivered on the Leeds and Liverpool Canal between the towns of Blackburn and Colne, three fourths 

being required between Blackburn and Burnley. The fencing will be required at an early date and the 

sleepers during the ensuing summer. (Manchester Guardian, 20 September 1845) 

We understand that on Monday last 15th September 1845 an important arrangement was entered 

into between the Grand Junction Company and the Manchester and Leeds Railway Company for 

leasing or rather purchasing the North Union Railway line; the north and south part, from Parkside 

to Preston, being the Grand Junction Company’s portion and the east and north west part, from 

Manchester to Preston, being the portion of the Manchester and Leeds Railway Company. We may 

also state that the Manchester and Leeds Company have amalgamated with the Liverpool and Bury 

Company. (Manchester Guardian, 20 September 1845) 

The railway to Middleton will commence opposite the Oldham Junction and pass through the 

township of Tonge and cross the main street at Middleton by a spacious and well-constructed bridge 

terminating in a central situation in the north west of Market Place. The length of the line, from the 
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present Middleton station to the town of Middleton, will be about one and a half miles and the 

estimated cost will be between %15,000 and £20,000. (Manchester Guardian, 24 September 1845) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for larch and rail fencing of the following 

dimensions; posts, 6 feet 6ins long and 5ins by 3½ins in sectional area, each post to be morticed in 

four holes. Prick posts, 5 feet 6ins long and 2½ ins by 2½ins in sectional area; and rails 10 feet long 

and 3½ins by 1½ins in sectional area; the rails to be scarfed at each end and to be delivered at the 

following places; 

Heywood and 
Bury 

( Posts 5,300
( Prick 

posts 
5,300  one half at 

each place 
( Rails 21,000    

Oldham 

( Posts 1,200
( Prick 

posts 
1,200

( Rails 4,000

Burnley and 
Todmorden   

( Posts 10,500
( Prick 

posts 
10,600 one half at 

each place 
( Rails 42,000 

Newton station, 
Manchester  

( Posts 1,000
( Prick 

posts 
1,000

( Rails 4.000 
(Manchester Guardian, 27 September 1845) 

October 
Select Committee report on the Liverpool and Bury Railway and the Wakefield, Pontefract and 

Goole Railway. (Herapath, 1 October 1845) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains in consequence of alterations in the 

North Union Railway trains beyond Bolton, of which they have just been advised, the following 

changes are thereby rendered necessary on their line, viz. On and after Monday, 13th October 1845; 

The train leaving Manchester at 10.30am now running to Bolton only, will go forward to Preston, 

stopping only at Stoneclough station. 

The train leaving Manchester at 11.15am will run to Bolton only, stopping at all intermediate 

stations. 

The express train leaving Manchester at 5.15pm, having been discontinued on the North Union 

Railway line, will run to Bolton only. 

The train which leaves Bolton at 4.50pm will stop at all intermediate stations. 

The train now leaving Bolton for Manchester at 6pm will leave at 5.40pm stopping at Halshaw Moor 

and Stoneclough stations. 

(Manchester Guardian, 11 October 1845) 

Agreed, that the Liverpool Ormskirk and Preston Railway be amalgamated with the East Lancashire 

Railway. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 20 October 1845. 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Halshaw Moor station, North End of Tunnel. 

On and after Monday, 27th October 1845 the following trains will stop for passengers at the Halshaw 

Moor station, viz. 
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Weekdays;  

To Bolton, 7.20, 9.25, 11.30, 12.50, 2.45, 5.00, 5.45 on Tuesdays only, 7.45, 8.50. 

To Manchester, 7.05, 8.20, 10.05, 12.35, 1.35, 4.55, 5.45, 7.05, 8.05 

Sundays, 

to Bolton, 8.20, 1.15, 8.15;  

to Manchester, 9.20, 2.05, 7.05. 

On weekdays.  

From Bolton, 7.00, 8.15, 10.00, 12.30, 1.30, 4.50, 5.40, 7.00, 8.00. 

From Manchester. 7.00, 9.10, 11.15, 12.30, 2.30, 4.45, 5.30 on Tuesdays only, 7.30, 8.30. 

Sundays;  

from Bolton, 9.15, 2.00, 7.00.  

From Manchester, 8.00, 1.00, 8.00. 

Bolton fares; 1st class, 8d; 2nd class, 4d; 3rd class, 2d.  

Manchester fares; 1st class, 1s 6d; 2nd class, 1s 3d; 3rd class, 10d. 

(Manchester Guardian, 25 October 1845) 

The Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway Company have, in the most handsome manner, forwarded 

to the secretary of the weekly half-holiday committee of retail assistants, a cheque for £10, in 

furtherance of the objects of the society. (Manchester Guardian, 29 October 1845) 

We have already noticed the arrangements by which the Manchester and Leeds Railway, Manchester 

and Birmingham, and Sheffield and Manchester Railway Companies run trains from Manchester at 

half past eleven o’clock on certain evenings for the convenience of parties returning to places on 

those lines from the Manchester Theatre Royal. Some complaints have been made by residents of 

Bolton and other places that similar facilities are not afforded them. Both the Manchester, Bolton 

and Bury Company and the Grand Junction Company have declined to provide trains at the present 

times proposed. (Manchester Guardian, 29 October 1845) 

November 
Report of the Bolton and Preston Railway meeting. (Herapath, 1 November 1845) 

Resolved, that the colours of the first class carriages be dark blue, similar to the Manchester and 

Birmingham Railway carriages, and the second and third class carriages be a shade lighter, also that the 

first class carriages be lined with drab cloth. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 3 November 1845) 

Numerous complaints have been made by inhabitants of Oldham and Manchester of the want of two 

additional trains betwixt Oldham and Manchester in the middle of the day, namely one from Oldham 

betwixt the one o’clock and half past three trains and another from Manchester betwixt the half past 

twelve and the quarter to three trains. The comfort of the passengers at the Oldham station would 

also be much increased if there was a shed constructed in front of the station, underneath which the 

omnibuses could drive for taking up and alighting of passengers, without exposure to the weather. 

Operations have been commenced by the Manchester and Leeds Railway for the extension of the 

Oldham branch railway to Greenacres Moor. The line is to be railed off forthwith, and the borings 
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for the first tunnel have been commenced in the Lee plantation. (Manchester Guardian, 5 November 

1845) 

Report from the Leeds Mercury regarding a treaty of alliance between George Hudson’s York and 

North MR  and the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 12 November 1845) 

To form the road for carriages to Victoria station, it was necessary to arch over the river Irk, 

Manchester, for some distance. Some new offices, for the Manchester and Leeds Railway, are 

building at this spot, in which fire proof construction is largely used. The ground had to be excavated 

from thirty one feet to thirty seven feet down for the foundations, and the difficulty must have been 

increased by the near approach to the river. (The Builder, 15 November 1845) 

Notice of the Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole Railway, Shuffleton Bight branch railway and port of 

Goole. (Manchester Guardian, 29 November 1845) 

December 
A special meeting of the North Union Railway confirmed a conditional arrangement with the 

Manchester and Leeds and Grand Junction Railways for the lease and transfer of the line to those 

bodies. The Manchester and Leeds Railway takes and is to have the exclusive management of the line 

from Bolton to Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 13 December 1845) 

 A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 17th December 

1845. (Manchester Guardian, 20 December 1845) 

The Lytham and the Blackpool branches of the Bolton and Preston Railway, the former four miles 

six furlongs in length and the other somewhat less, are all but complete. The Lytham line is finished. 

There is no work of any magnitude on it excepting in the construction of the bridges, five in number 

– three of wood, one of stone and the other bricks. The quantity of earth excavated has been about 

100,000 cubic yards. (The Builder, 20 December 1845) 
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1846 
January 

On Thursday last, 1st January 1846 the Grand Junction Company took possession of the North 

Union Railway […]. The guards, porters and other officers at Preston and other stations appeared 

on the occasion in the uniform of the Grand Junction Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 3 January 

1846) 

Resolved, to cross the river Irwell at Hagside by a single iron arch. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 

7 January 1846) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway have voted 2,000 guineas for a testimonial to their chairman, 

Henry Houldsworth; also 100 guineas for his portrait, which is to be permanently hung up in the 

board room of the company. They have also voted 1,000 guineas for a testimonial to Captain Laws, 

the managing director of the company. (The Builder, 17 January 1846) 

On and after 1st February 1846 there will be a reduction of fares on the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway and there will be ten extra trains per day increasing the number each way to sixteen. Also 

the new arrangement will allow that portion of third class passengers to be booked by every slow 

train to any station and by the fast trains to any station they stop at. (Herapath, 17 January 1846) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the whole of the works required in the erection 

of the Miles Platting station on the Ashton branch. (Manchester Guardian, 17 January 1846) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the supply of coke adapted for locomotive 

engines for a term of one, two, or three years. The coke is to be of the best quality, and the tender is to 

state at what station or stations they are prepared to deliver it into the company’s waggons, tenders, or 

sheds; and the quantity per week or day, not exceeding 350 tons per week. (Manchester Guardian, 21 

January 1846) 

South alternative line to Bacup to be adopted. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 21 January 1846) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Alteration of trains. The public is respectfully informed that on and 

after 1st February 1846 the departures from Manchester and Leeds will be as under. 
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From Manchester From Leeds

6.45am Parliamentary 6.15am Quick
8.00am Quick 6.30am Parliamentary
9.00am Express 7.30am Road train
9.15am Road train 9.00am Express
10.15am Mail 9.30am Road train
11.00am Road train 10.40am Mail
12 noon Road train 11.15am Road train
1.00pm Quick 12.35pm Quick
2.00pm Road train 1.15pm Road train
3.00pm Road train 2.15pm Quick
400pm Quick 3.40pm Road train
5.00pm Road train 4.30pm Quick
6.00pm Quick 5.30pm Parliamentary
7.00pm Parliamentary 6.15pm Road train
8.00pm Quick 8.00pm  Mail

In addition to the above there will be a short train from Normanton, on the arrival of the London mail 

train (about 4.15am), calling at all stations, but proceeding no further than Halifax. Also, one short 

train from Halifax to Leeds, at 7.30am calling at all the stations. 

On Sundays, the trains will depart from Manchester and Leeds as under.
From Manchester From Leeds

8.00am Road train 7.00am Road train
10.15am Mail 10.40am Mail
3.15pm Road train 6.10pm Road train
7.30pm Road train 8.00pm Mail

Third class passengers will be booked by eight through trains each way to all stations, and to some by 

the fast and mail trains. 

Return day tickets (not transferable) will be issued to first and second class passengers at a reduction 

of 25 per cent on the ordinary fares between the following places. 

Between Manchester and: 1st Class

   s    d

2nd Class

    s     d 

Sowerby Bridge, North Dean, Halifax, 
Elland  

10   6 8   0

Brighouse 11   0 8   0
Bradford 13   0 10   6
Huddersfield 10   0 8   0
Dewsbury 13   0 10  6
Wakefield 15   0 12  0
Leeds 19   6 15  0

Between Leeds and 1st Class 2nd Class

Huddersfield 9  0 7   0
Brighouse 8  0 6   0
Elland, North Dean, Sowerby Bridge 10   6 7   0
Oldham 18   0 14   6
Rochdale 16   0 13   0
Manchester 19   6 15   0

Such tickets being only available on the day of issue, except Saturdays, when the holder will be 

allowed to return on any train on Sunday, or before noon on the following Monday. (Manchester 

Guardian, 24 January 1846) 
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Report that the works of the Manchester, South Junction and Altrincham Railway, in Manchester, 

had started. (Manchester Guardian, 24 January 1846) 

At the Manchester Town Council meeting the Town Clerk read from the report of the 

Improvement Committee “that an intimation was made to them in December from the Manchester and 

Leeds engineer to the effect that their station at Hunts Bank was becoming too small for their rapidly 

increasing traffic, and that other branch railways were likely, in a short time, to become connected with their 

main line, which would still further increase the amount of traffic; and that, in his opinion, it would be a 

convenience to the company, and enable them to provide much better accommodation for the public, if the 

street proposed to be carried along Mill Brow, through the land of the company to the present station, and 

thence to the Cheetham Hill Road, could be diverted so as to leave the entire area bounded by the river Irk 

at the disposal of the company, as, by this arrangement, the company would be enabled to bring the station 

for a portion of their traffic up to Long Millgate, at the point opposite the bottom of Todd Street.”  

Since this intimation was made, a report has appeared in the newspapers from which your 

committee learn that the company are applying to Parliament for powers to lay out a large sum of 

money to enable them to carry out these improvements. Your committee, being satisfied that the 

proposal was of sufficient public importance to require mature consideration, proceeded to examine 

the locality, with a view to ascertain whether any alternative could be made in their present plan, by 

which the company might be enabled to procure adequate station room for the accommodation of 

the public; and, at the same time, secure to the inhabitants of Cheetham Hill, and etc., a better 

approach to the centre of the town. Your committee have now to report that, in their opinion. Both 

these desirable objects may be attained by an alteration of the present plan, viz. instead of carrying 

the street in continuation of Todd Street, as proposed, along Mill Brow to the railway station, and 

thence diverging to the right to York Street, through the land of the company and Walkers Croft 

Cemetery, be made by the street committee, the following shall be carried from the middle of Todd 

Street, between the Collegiate Church School and the Synagogue, across Long Millgate and the river 

Irk, at a point situated a little beyond Irk Mills, and entering into York Street at a point under which 

the railway passes. This arrangement will secure an almost straight line of street from York Street, in 

Cheetham, to Market Street. (Manchester Guardian, 24 January 1846) 

Notice of an agreement between the Manchester and Leeds Railway, Grand Junction, York and 

North Midland, and Hull and Selby Companies on uniform parcel rates. (Manchester Guardian, 31 

January 1846) 

February 
The annual general meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Friday, 30th January 1846. 

There was a short report on the progress of the works and that the Leeds and Bradford Railway had 

decided to throw their interests into the hands of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, said to be a 

step calculated to cripple the energies of the East Lancashire Railway. (Manchester Guardian and 

Manchester Examiner, 7 February 1846) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway advertise for steam boats to ply from Fleetwood to a wide variety 

of ports and for a General Railway Superintendent at £500 per annum. (Herapath, 7 February 1846) 

The opening of the Lytham branch of the Bolton and Preston Railway is fixed to take place on 

Monday next, 16th February 1846. Major-General Pasley has inspected the line, and pronounced it to 

be, in all respects, in a fit state for traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 14 February 1846) 

At the meeting of the Blackburn and Preston Railway on Thursday, 19th February 1846 it was stated 

that “the provisional committee of the projected Blackburn Clitheroe and North Western Railway  

appear to have arrived at the conclusion that the Blackburn and Preston Railway Company’s station 

in Blackburn would be very convenient and desirable for the Clitheroe line, and they have, 

therefore, with great modesty and simplicity, applied to Parliament for powers to take from the 

Blackburn and Preston Company a portion of the main line, and the whole of their station and 
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approaches thereto.” The directors scarcely deem it necessary to ask for the sanction of the 

proprietors for any measures which may be thought necessary for the defence of their own 

property. (Herapath, 21 February 1846) 

The Liverpool and Bury Railway invite tenders for executing the works of the first division from Love 

Lane to Boundary Street, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian and Herapath, 21 February 1846) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of a boiler makers shop at their new 

workshops near Junction Street, Oldham Road, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 21 February 

1846) 

On Tuesday last, 17th February 1846 the Lytham branch railway of the Bolton and Preston Railway 

was opened for the conveyance of passengers between Preston and Lytham. A special train, 

conveying a great number of gentlemen, was despatched at about ten in the morning, and arrived in 

about half an hour. At one o’clock a splendid lunch was given to upwards of a hundred ladies and 

gentlemen, by Mr Clifton, at Lytham Hall, after which a special train started from Lytham station to 

meet another from Preston, conveying directors. The trains met half way, when the Lytham train 

turned back, and on their arrival at Lytham, were greeted by the firing of cannon. In the evening, a 

dinner was provided at the Clifton Arm’s Hotel, when a hundred gentlemen sat down. After the 

dinner broke up at about 9.00pm the party was conveyed to Preston by a special train. (Manchester 

Examiner, 21 February 1846) 

The Lytham branch railway (from the Preston and Wyre near Kirkham) was opened on Monday 

week, when a considerable number of persons, from Preston and the neighbourhood, took a trip on 

the line. There were great rejoicings at Lytham; and a dinner to celebrate the event was held at the 

Clifton Arm’s Hotel, Lytham. (Manchester Guardian, 25 February 1846) 

We understand that the Manchester and Leeds Railway have just made some extensive alterations 

and arrangements in their offices. Mr Peter Laurentz Campbell, who succeeded Mr Jellicorse, as the 

company’s secretary, having resigned, it has been determined to create a new and more responsible 

office – that of treasurer and comptroller, and we understand that Mr Peter Eckersley, formerly of 

this town and for some years past managing director of the Dublin and Drogheda Railway, has 

accepted the appointment, which was offered to him by the directors, and will commence his duties 

on Monday next. Mr Hawkshaw has also been appointed engineer in chief to all the lines of the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway Company, and the consolidated companies in connection with it. 

There is to be a division of the offices, and other minor arrangements including the appointment of a 

secretary. (Manchester Guardian, 25 February 1846) 

Preparations are being made this week to commence immediately forming the new railway betwixt 

Bury and Heywood which is to meet the Heywood branch of the Manchester and Leeds Railway. 

(Manchester Examiner, 28 February 1846) 

March 
The livery of the company’s servants to be dark blue, turned up with steel colour. (East Lancashire 

Railway Minutes, 4 March1846) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 4th March 

1846. The meeting was followed by a special meeting to consider the purchase of the Rochdale 

Canal. (Manchester Guardian, 7 March1846) 

The meeting of the Blackburn Darwen and Bolton Railway protested against the uncalled for insult at 

the Blackburn and Preston Railway meeting report regarding Blackburn station and it was stated that 

“we have an agreement with the Blackburn and Preston Company giving us power of passing 

through their station, so that there was nothing whatever done behind the scenes, nor was there 

any occasion to do so.” Herapath, 7 March1846) 
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The Bolton and Preston Railway are at present advertising for a general superintendent of the line at 

a salary of £500 per annum. (Manchester Guardian, 14 March1846) 

An accident of a fatal and otherwise serious nature happened on the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

on the 5th March 1846. A goods train was on its way to Leeds and had proceeded as far as the 

second tunnel from Manchester, when, from the slippery state of the rails, it was scarcely able to get 

on; the guard of it, therefore, went back into the Summit tunnel, with a view of giving a signal to the 

12 o’clock passenger train from Manchester; but owing, it is supposed, to the tunnel being full of 

smoke and steam, got on the wrong line of rails, and was killed and dreadfully mangled by the mail 

train from Leeds overtaking him. The 12 o’clock Manchester train, coming up immediately 

afterwards, ran into the goods train, but fortunately, without doing very serious mischief, otherwise 

tan giving the passengers a severe shock, throwing the engine off the rails, breaking its buffers, and 

causing, of course, a temporary inconvenience to the traffic which, up and down, had to pass on one 

line of rails. It is, however, one of those accidents which the greatest precaution and foresight could 

not obviate. (Herapath, 14 March1846) 

During this week petitions have been very numerously and respectably signed in Middleton and 

Tonge praying Parliament to pass the bill which has already passed the House of Commons twice for 

a branch railway from the present Middleton station of the Manchester and Leeds Railway at the 

Oldham Junction to Middleton, a distance of nearly two miles. (Manchester Guardian, 21 

March1846) 

The Lytham branch of the Bolton and Preston Railway was opened on the 16th ultimo. It diverges 

from the trunk line near the Kirkham station, and is 4¾ miles in length. The Lytham station was 

erected by Messrs Towers and Westall, of Fleetwood, from designs and under the superintendence 

of Mr R B Rampling. The principal elevation abuts upon the Kirkham Road, towards which it 

presents a façade in the Roman Doric style constructed entirely of Longridge stone. It consists of a 

circular vestibule, about 18 feet in diameter, surrounded by pilasters supporting a deeply coffered 

dome, with stained glass dome-lights. On the right hand is a general waiting room and the departure 

platform; on the left is a waiting room for ladies and the arrival platform. The carriage station is 140 

feet long by 53 feet wide, and is covered by a roof which excites attention. It consists of twelve 

arches of timber put together in segments, and secured by nuts and screws; all the timber ends 

butting upon each other like stones of an arch. These arches support the usual roof timbers. The 

Preston Guardian of the 21st instant gives two engravings, one of the departure platform and roof, 

the other of the principal elevation. (The Builder, 21 March1846) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway have appointed two superintendents of their line. One is to be 

resident at Fleetwood and the other at Manchester, the greater extent of traffic from this town 

being considered so important. (Manchester Guardian, 21 March1846) 

April 
The Bolton and Preston Railway invite tenders for backing up the new timber wharf; for the erection 

of a cattle shed near the goods warehouses; for making 8 three ton cranes; ditto 32 dredge buckets; 

ditto 20 goods waggons, all at Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 1 April 1846; Manchester 

Examiner, 11 April 1846) 

The contract for erecting the 112 arches on the (Liverpool and) Bury railway extending from Great 

Howard Street towards Walton has been taken by Messrs S & J Holme and Mr M’Cormack, the 

former executing the brickwork and the latter the stonework. (The Builder, 4 April 1846) 

Report of cutting the first sod of the East Lancashire Railway extension railway near Accrington. 

(Manchester Examiner, 11 April 1846) 
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Report that at an inquest on the body of George William Molyneux, station master at Middleton 

station, who was killed on 12th April 1846 on the Manchester and Leeds Railway, a deodand of £25 

was placed on the engine Rochdale and £25 on the tender. (Middleton Guardian, 12 July 1902) 

The day fixed for the opening of the Blackpool branch of the Bolton and Preston Railway is not the 

28th as has been stated in the newspapers, but Wednesday, the 29th April 1846, on which day the half 

yearly meeting of the company will be held at Fleetwood. After the proceedings of the meeting is 

over, a special train will leave Fleetwood for Blackpool, with the directors, shareholders, and their 

friends, when the company will dine at Nickson’s Hotel to celebrate the auspicious event. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 April 1846) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway announce that the Blackpool branch railway would be opened on 

29th April 1846. (Manchester Guardian, 16 April 1846) 

Report of a rift in the directorship of the Manchester and Leeds Railway. The old guard is being 

replaced and rivalry is surfacing between the directors from L&Y. (Herapath, 18 April 1846) 

Report of an inquest into the death of G W Molyneux, collector at Middleton station. A verdict of 

accidental death was returned with a deodand of £25 on the engine, Rochdale, and another £25 on 

the tender. (Manchester Guardian, 22 April 1846) 

The Liverpool and Bury Railway invite tenders for screwed bolts and fastenings. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 April 1846) 

Bolton and Preston Railway. Passenger trains leave Manchester direct for Kirkham, Lytham, Poulton 

(also Blackpool after the 29th instant), and Fleetwood every day except Sunday, from Manchester 

Victoria station  8¼ am, 1¾ pm and 3.50pm. From New Bailey Street station 8½am, 1¾pm, and 

5¼pm; Sunday 8am. Arriving at Lytham at 10½am, 4 and 7.45pm. Sunday, 10¼am. Fleetwood 

at10.40am, 4.20pm, 7.15pm, Sunday, 10.40am. Trains leave Fleetwood at 7, 9.10am, 12.30, 4.45pm; 

and arrive at Manchester at 9.20am, 11.15am, 3, 5, 7.05pm. Sunday trains leave Fleetwood at 6.45am 

and 5pm; Lytham at 5.15pm. Arriving at Manchester at 9.40am and 9.30pm. (Manchester Guardian, 

22 April 1846) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway gave notice that goods traffic to Scotland would be accepted and 

passengers connections would be made with steamers from Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 25 

April 1846) 

The foundation stone of the Lockwood viaduct on the Huddersfield and Sheffield Junction Railway 

was laid on Monday morning last, 20th April 1846. (Manchester Guardian, 25 April 1846) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a brick bridge for carrying the turnpike 

road leading from Stand to Ringley over the railway. The bridge will consist of five arches of 30 feet 

span. The bricks will be provided by the company. (Manchester Guardian, 29 April 1846) 

May 
The Blackpool branch of the Bolton and Preston Railway was opened with considerable éclat on 

Wednesday last, 29th April 1846. The directors very kindly granted permission to the public to have 

free trips, and thousands availed themselves of it. The different hotels and other public edifices in 

Blackpool had flags floating from the roof, and several bands of music paraded the place during the 

day. The town of Fleetwood too, assumed a busy appearance in celebration of the event. All the 

steamers and vessels in the river were gaily decorated with flags, union jacks, etc, of various devices; 

and, as in Blackpool, bands of music paraded the streets at intervals during the day. It had been 

arranged that, after the meeting of shareholders was over, a special train […] should leave 

Fleetwood for Blackpool where a dinner was provided at the Clifton Arm’s Hotel […] a train of 

fourteen carriages much crowded with passengers left the Fleetwood station and in about twenty 
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minutes arrived at Blackpool, amid the cheers of hundreds of spectators, who were waiting their 

arrival. In about half an hour after reaching Blackpool nearly 200 sat down to dinner…after a very 

pleasant meeting the company broke up about half past six o’clock; and special trains to Preston and 

Fleetwood took a great portion of the company about seven o’clock. Others remained until ten 

o’clock, when another special train was in readiness, and took the company to their respective 

homes. (Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1846) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway Ashton branch is now opened. There are now passing in and out 

of Victoria station no less than ninety three trains per day. (Herapath, 2 May 1846) 

The half yearly meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway was held on Wednesday, 29th April 1846. 

It was reported that the branch railways to Blackpool and Lytham would be completed within the 

estimates and the double line to Kirkham would soon be opened. At the close of the meeting the 

directors and a number of proprietors got into a train for Blackpool to which a branch of nearly 

four miles in length had just been completed. Large numbers of people gathered at Fleetwood, 

Poulton and Blackpool to witness the ceremonial opening. About 5.00pm there was a dinner at the 

Clifton Arm’s, Hotel, Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian and Manchester Examiner, 6 May 1846) 

Report of a meeting in Oldham on Wednesday, 6th. May 1846 for better railway communication 

between Manchester and Oldham. (Manchester Examiner, 9 May 1846) 

Report of a meeting in Oldham on Friday, 8th May 1846 to decide whether to proceed with the bill 

of the Oldham District Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 9 May 1846) 

Report of the rates charged by the Manchester and Leeds Railway for the delivery of parcels to and 

from every station on the line. (Herapath, 16 May 1846) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway meeting report stated that the electric telegraph will be 

immediately furnished and that the double line from Preston to Kirkham is nearly completed. 

(Herapath, 16 May 1846) 

Report of the Oldham, Manchester, Liverpool and Birkenhead Junction Railway meeting on Monday, 

11th May 1846. (Manchester Examiner, 16 May 1846) 

The length of the Summit tunnel is three miles and a great portion of the materials has been wound 

out of the earth from a depth of 600 feet. Nearly 8 millions of tons of water have been pumped in 

the space of five years. The quantity of gunpowder consumed in the execution of the tunnel is as 

follows:- 

Eastern Contract  barrels  tons cwt qtr. lbs 
From Jan 1839 to Feb 1843 1182¾  54 11 2 27  
From 14 Feb 1843 to 18 Nov  1845  1102 49 4 0   
Western Contract 
From 14 Feb 1843 to 18 Nov 1845  1200¼  58 18 2 10 
Total  3485  157 14 1 9 

(The Builder, 16 May 1846) 

The meeting of the Liverpool and Preston and the Manchester and Southport Railways was held on 

Saturday, 16th May 1846. (Manchester Guardian, 20 May 1846) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. 

On Sunday the 24th. May 1846 and every Sunday until further notice, additional third class trains will 

run between Manchester and Bolton as under:- 
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From 
Manchester
,  

9.15 
morning 

6 
evening 

. 9 
evenin
g 

From Bolton, 7 
morning
,  

8 
evening
. 

The above trains will stop at intermediate stations.
The other trains will continue to run as at present:-
From 
Manchester 
at and. 

8am, 1.00pm 3.50pm 8.00p
m 

From 
Bolton at. 

9.15am, 
,  

2.00pm 7.00pm
, 

9.00p
m 

Fare one penny per mile

Whitsuntide Holidays. Cheap trains to Lytham, Blackpool and Fleetwood. 

Notice is hereby given that a special train of third class carriages will leave New Bailey Street station 

on Monday the 1st of June 1846 and every morning during the week at a quarter past seven for 

Lytham, Blackpool and Fleetwood, returning from each of those places in the evening at half past five 

o’clock. Fare, there and back, 5s. 

Manchester Races, Kersal Moor, 2nd. 3rd. 4th. and 5th. June 1846. 

On race days special trains will run every quarter of an hour, between the railway station, New Bailey 

Street and Agecroft Bridge commencing at half past eleven o’clock in the morning and running till 

three in the afternoon, and commencing again so soon as the races are over each day until the ground 

is cleared. The above trains will stop at the Windsor Bridge and Pendleton stations where passengers 

may book for the races. 

To the Races

Fares open carriage closed 
carriage 

Manchester to Agecroft 3d 6d
To Windsor Bridge and Pendleton 2d 4d

From the Races

Agecroft to Manchester, Windsor 
Bridge or Pendleton 

3d 6d

Also, on Monday, 1st  for the convenience of parties attending the Foot Races, a special train will 

leave Manchester for Agecroft Bridge at 8.45am, 9.30am, 10.00am and return from Agecroft Bridge 

to Manchester immediately the races are over. The above trains will stop at Windsor Bridge and 

Pendleton. Fares as above. (Manchester Guardian, 23 May 1846) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of a passenger and goods station at 

Mytholmroyd. (Manchester Guardian, 23 May 1846) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station at 

Stalybridge, on the Ashton, Stalybridge, and Liverpool Junction Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 30 

May 1846) 

June 
A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Saturday, 30th May 1846 to 

consider eighteen bills before Parliament. The first bill on the list was the Manchester extension bill 

which included the enlargement of the Manchester station. (Manchester Guardian, 3 June 1846) 
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A special meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was held on Saturday, 30th May 1846 

to consider the drafts of bills before Parliament. It was stated that no understanding had been 

reached with the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway over the extension to Blackfriars Bridge. Whilst 

considering the bill for amalgamating with the Manchester and Leeds Railway Mr Price once more 

attacked the proposal. (Manchester Guardian, 3 June 1846) 

On Thursday last 4th June 1846 the official opening of the Blackburn and Preston Railway took place. 

Shortly after one o’clock a train containing a party of directors and their friends left Blackburn and 

arrived at Preston in about half an hour. (Manchester Guardian, 10 June 1846) 

Mr Bidder reported the favourable progress of the double line of rails from Preston and his 

expectation of opening to Salwick in three weeks from the present date, thus giving five miles of 

double line. (Preston & Wyre Railway Minutes) 

The Blackburn and Preston Railway. To engineers, architects, and others, a £100 premium for the 

best design; £50 premium for the next best design. The Blackburn and Preston Railway wish to avail 

themselves of the advice and assistance of gentlemen practically conversant with the details of 

railway business in laying out the station land and planning buildings, etc., for the accommodation of 

the goods traffic at Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 10 June 1846) 

The Blackburn and Preston Railway advertise for the laying out of the station land and planning 

buildings for the accommodation of goods traffic at Blackburn. (13 June 1846) 

Report of the opening of the Blackburn and Preston Railway on Saturday week. (Herapath, 13 June 

1846) 

The Oldham branch railway extension was proceeding with great speed. Several hundred men 

working day and night. (Manchester Guardian, 17 June 1846) 

July 
The Bolton and Preston Railway announce additional trains from 1st July 1846. 

Departures from Victoria station; 8
.
1
5
a
m
, 

1
0
.
3
0
a
m
. 

1
.
4
5
p
m
, 

3
.
5
0
p
m

Departures from New Bailey Street 
station;  

8
.
1
5
a
m
,  

1
0
.
3
0
a
m
,  

1
.
4
5
p
m
, 

5
.
3
0
p
m

A train will leave New Bailey Street 
station at  

8.00am on Sundays.

(Manchester Guardian, 1 July 1846) 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. A special train for the accommodation of gentlemen attending 

the Provincial Grand Lodge of Freemasons, East Lancashire, at Bolton on 21st July 1846, will leave 

the Bolton station at eleven o’clock pm. The train will stop, if required, at all stations. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 July 1846) 
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Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway. Alteration of trains for Saturdays. The public are respectfully 

informed that on Saturday next 11th. July 1846 and every succeeding Saturday until further notice a 

train will leave Manchester for Bolton at half past one o’clock, stopping at the intermediate stations. 

And the train which now leaves Manchester at a quarter before two, will leave at two o’clock by 

which passengers for Preston, Fleetwood, Lytham, Blackpool and other stations north of Bolton will 

only be booked; this train will not, therefore, stop at any of the stations on the Manchester and Bolton 

Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 8 July 1846) 

A branch to be formed from Castle Croft to Eden Street, to accommodate coal and goods traffic at the 

town of Bury. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 10 July 1846) 

On Monday last a train from Chorley containing 53 carriages, filled with Sunday school children, 

passed through Preston on its way to Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 11 July 1846) 

Mr Bidder to prepare an estimate for a double line from Kirkham to Bourne Naze, also for the 

deviation of the line from Bourne Naze to Fleetwood for a double line. (Preston and Wyre Railway 

Minutes, 15 July 1846) 

Report of the meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway held on Monday, 13th July 1846 to consider 

amalgamation with the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 15 July 1846) 

General Holiday – Bolton and Preston Railway. The public are respectfully informed that double 

tickets, one fare there and back, not transferable, from Manchester to Lytham, Blackpool, and 

Fleetwood are issued at the New Bailey Street station to first and second class passengers, by any 

train which leaves on Saturdays and are available for returning by any train which leaves those places 

on the Monday following. Trains leave Manchester for Lytham, Blackpool and Fleetwood on 

Saturdays at 8.30am and 10.30am, 2 and 5.15pm; returning from Fleetwood and Blackpool at 7 and 

9am, 12.30, 2.10, 4.45. and 6.45pm and from Lytham at 7.10 and 9.10am 12.30 2.10 5 and 7pm. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 July 1846) 

August 
Report that Captain Laws will leave the Manchester and Leeds Railway having been appointed to the 

same post on the London and York Railway. Several other officers are leaving or retiring. (Herapath 

1 August 1846) 

In a notice of train alterations by the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway mention was made of 

Clifton station. (Manchester Examiner, 1 August 1846) 

The double line to Kirkham has been surveyed by General Pasley and will be opened for traffic on 

Monday next 10th August 1846. (Preston and Wyre Railway Minutes, 5 August 1846) 

Report of the East Lancashire Railway meeting. (Herapath, 8 August 1846) 

Report of the Wakefield Pontefract and Goole Railway meeting. Herapath, 8 August 1846) 

The directors of the Blackburn and Preston and East Lancashire railways have awarded a premium of 

£100 to Mr Sancton Wood, of London, for the best plan for laying out the land adjoining their 

station, at Blackburn, in warehouses for the accommodation of their goods traffic. Mr Braithwaite 

Poole, of the Grand Junction Railway and manager of the goods department at Liverpool, has been 

presented with the second prize of £50. 

No less than 900 passengers took tickets by two trains which left Blackburn last Saturday morning at 

ten minutes past seven and at eight o’clock. (Manchester Guardian, 15 August 1846) 
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Manchester and Leeds Railway. Trip to Scarborough and back. On Wednesday 26th August 1846 

from Victoria station at 5.00am, Miles Platting at 5.15am, Middleton at 5.20am, Blue Pits at 5.25am, 

Rochdale at 5.30am, Todmorden at 5.40am. Returning from Scarborough on Monday 31st August.  

Fares there and back; First class 12s 6d; second class 9s; third class 6s. (Manchester Guardian, 19 

August 1846) 

The works on the Manchester and Rossendale Railway are fast approaching completion, and the line 

is expected to be opened from Bury to Radcliffe, at the Radcliffe Wakes, which will take place in 

about a fortnight. Should the weather prove favourable the line will probably be opened from 

Manchester to Rossendale in about two months. (Manchester Guardian, 19 August 1846) 

The directors of the Blackburn Darwen and Bolton Railway have decided upon crossing the Leeds 

and Liverpool Canal at Nova Scotia, Blackburn, by tubes, constructed as nearly as possible upon the 

same principle as has been suggested by Mr Stephenson for the Menai Straits. Here there will be 

three tubes across the canal; two at the outer sides, and one in the centre; each end of the tubes 

rest upon the piers now erected, and to be strengthened by a large piece of movable iron attached 

to the part which they touch the stones. On the top of the tubes will be laid oak baulks 

longitudinally upon which the rails will be laid. The present bridge over the canal is so low as to have 

little headway for horses and passengers going along the canal bank, so, were the bridge built with an 

arch the headway would not allow of a passage underneath. Mr Fairbairn, of Manchester, is the 

constructor and Mr Stephenson, the inventor, of the contemplated bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 

22 April 1846; Manchester Examiner, 29 August 1846) 

Reports of meetings held by the Blackburn Clitheroe and North Western Junction Railway and the 

Blackburn Darwen and Bolton Railway on Friday, 21st August, 1846. (Manchester Guardian, 26 

August 1846) 

The adjourned meeting of the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway was held on Friday, 28th August 

1846. The meeting dealt mainly with the amalgamation with the Manchester and Leeds Railway 

whose act was granted on 18th August 1846. (Manchester Guardian, 29 August 1846) 

September 
On Saturday last, 29th August 1846 the foundation stone of the viaduct on the Liverpool and Bury 

Railway extending from Kirkdale to Tithebarn Street was laid. A procession of the promoters of the 

undertaking accompanied by the workmen employed on the line, moved, with banners and music, 

from the office in Dale Street to Boundary Street, where the site had been chosen for laying the 

stone. The usual ceremonies were performed and suitable speeches were delivered by Mr Stewart, 

one of the directors, who laid the stone and by Mr Thompson, engineer of the company. The 

assembled guests then retired to a spacious warehouse where a dejeuner had been provided for 

upwards of four hundred persons […]. A substantial repast was also provided for the workmen, five 

hundred in number. (Manchester Guardian, 2 September 1846) 

About 1,500 persons were conveyed on the 17th ultimo from Ashton to Wakefield and back, a 

length of 106 miles on the Manchester and Leeds line for 1s 6d. 

The first stone of the viaduct on the Liverpool and Bury line was laid on Saturday last. (The Builder, 

5 September 1846) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 9th

September 1846. (Manchester Guardian, 12 September 1846) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway – Doncaster Races – St Leger Day. The public are respectfully 

requested to take notice that on Wednesday the 16th September 1846 (being St Leger Day) a special 

train will leave Manchester for Swinton at six am calling at the stations on the Manchester and Leeds 
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line – returning from Swinton at seven pm. Coaches and omnibuses will be in attendance at Swinton 

to convey an unlimited number of passengers to Doncaster. 

Fares to or from Manchester and Swinton. By this and any other train during the race days; First 

class, 10s, second class, 7s 6d, third class, 5s. 

Passengers may proceed every day during the race week by the ordinary parliamentary train from 

Manchester at 6.30am and by a fast train at 8.00am arriving at Swinton about half past eleven in each 

case. 

(The MS&LR fares from Manchester to Doncaster were; 1st class and inside coach, 13s, 2nd class and 

inside coach 9s 6d. Fares there and back the same day, 1st class and inside coach 22s 6d, 2nd class and 

outside coach, 16s.) (Manchester Guardian, 12 September 1846) 

The managing director reported that, viewing the completion of the double line as the only certain 

means of obviating the numerous complaints of detention, he had ordered the immediate completion 

of the double line from Preston to Bourne Naze, and that the men were now actively engaged in the 

works. (Preston and Wyre Railway Minutes, 16 September 1846) 

Yesterday morning, 15th September 1846, as the nine o’clock train was coming down the incline on 

the branch railway from Oldham to Manchester a labourer was knocked down…At this point the 

trains are worked by ropes, and it had, for some time past, been the duty of who was injured, to 

take care that (the rails) were kept in good and safe order, so that he was well acquainted with the 

line and aware of the hours at which the trains would pass the cabin in which he worked. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 September 1846) 

The contract made by Mr Ashton and James Livesey for the erection of Rawtenstall station 

confirmed. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 17 September 1846) 

The Oldham, Birkenhead Junction Railway meeting reported that conditional agreement had been 

reached with the Manchester and Leeds Railway and the Oldham District Railway. (Herapath, 19 

September 1846) 

Report of a rumour that two of the sub-contractors, namely Benley and Leech, had made every 

preparation for leaving the country without paying the wages to the labourers employed, having 

declared that they had paid away all the money they had received from the head contractor, Mr 

Hattersley, on the East Lancashire Railway […]. They were detained in the Angel Inn, Hapton, by a 

numerous posse of labourers […] until they were removed by the superintendent of the county 

constabulary to the police station. (Manchester Guardian, 19 September 1846) 

A new station is in course of erection on the Blackburn and Preston Railway at Hoghton Viaduct for 

the convenience of the many visitors to Hoghton Tower. (Manchester Guardian, 23 September 

1846) 

We are informed that the East Lancashire line, from Manchester to Bury, and from the latter place 

to Rawtenstall, will be opened on Friday next, 25th September 1846. From the arrangements which 

we have seen, it appears the train will leave the Victoria station, Hunts Bank, at 12.20pm, arrive at 

Radcliffe Bridge at 12.40pm, at Bury at 1.00pm, Ramsbottom at 1.20pm, Ewood Bridge at 1.40pm, 

and Rawtenstall at 2.00pm, at which place the directors, shareholders, and guests will partake of a 

collation, in a spacious building belonging to J R Kay, Esq. (Manchester Guardian, 23 September 

1846) 

Another line of railway communication will be opened to the public on Monday next, 28th

September, 1846 – connecting the town of Bury with Manchester. This length of eighteen miles of 

the East Lancashire Railway extends from New Bailey Street station, Salford, or the Victoria station 

at Hunts Bank, and in this town (for passengers may start from either point), to the Rawtenstall 
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terminus where a station is also in the course of erection…It is intended to make a branch from 

Rawtenstall up the valley to Bacup, and another branch thence to Crawshawbooth […] from Clifton 

to Rawtenstall there are working as many as 143 cotton mills and manufactories, 71 print and bleach 

works, 65 woollen mills, and 16 iron foundries […]. The East Lancashire Railway proper forms a 

junction with the Manchester and Bolton line, at Clifton where there is a viaduct erected consisting 

of thirteen arches […]. Outwood embankment contains upwards of 600,000 cubic yards of earth 

and is spanned at the summit by a bold bridge of three arches […]. The next work of any 

importance is the Radcliffe viaduct; a structure of considerable magnitude, and at a height of 80 feet 

above the river. It consists of five openings, of 55 feet span each, formed of substantial timber 

trusses on stone pillars and bases. Immediately after crossing of the bridge is Radcliffe Bridge station. 

Here we enter upon another heavy and extensive cutting, having been carried through solid rock, 

which is spanned by three substantial brick bridges, built askew, over the railway. The village of 

Radcliffe is next passed, at a short distance from the town; and here it is intended to erect a 

handsome station. After running on a level for some distance, and in a line nearly parallel with the 

Bolton canal, the next object which presents itself to the notice of the traveller is a splendid iron 

bridge over the river Irwell, of 100 feet span. This is called Hag Bridge. The line next runs upon a 

long bank an after passing the temporary engine sheds of the company reaches Bury.  

The station is in course of erection, and will be fitted up with refreshment rooms and private 

apartments. It is situated in Bolton Street. This station is rendered more important, as here it is 

intended to form a junction with the Liverpool and Bury and the Bury and Heywood lines, both of 

which are in a state of active progress […] at Brooksbottom is another viaduct of 200 yards in 

length, with eleven stone arches, and two bays, or openings, of timber 55 feet each over the Irwell. 

Here there are two short tunnels hewn out of solid rock, with a deep cutting between them, and 

having a substantial lining of masonry, with ornamental fronts; the front at the north end, when 

completed, will be a rich gothic structure […].  

The next point arrived at is Ramsbottom, where the permanent station is in a forward state, and 

where it is proposed to erect extensive warehouses and engine sheds. There is a long embankment 

about a mile in length, stretching from Ramsbottom to Stubbins Bridge, where has been erected a 

very handsome stone bridge, crossing the Bolton and Edenfield turnpike road in an oblique direction. 

At this point the main line of the East Lancashire Railway will diverge to Haslingden and Accrington, 

on the west side. At Stubbins Bridge there will be a station erected […] a further embankment of 

some length is traversed at a spot called Hardsough, near to which there are the Irwell Vale and 

other mills and works. The line then again crosses the river Irwell, and afterwards passes under the 

Bury and Haslingden turnpike road, where there is a substantial stone bridge, called Ewood Bridge, 

and where a station is built. From this point the company has arranged for the conveyance of 

passengers to and from Blackburn, Accrington, Whalley and Clitheroe. For some short distance 

from this point, the works are of a much lighter character that that portion of the line we have 

described; but there is also a rock cutting of considerable magnitude at New Hall Hey, where are 

located the woollen mills of Messrs. Hoyle, Ashworth & Co. through whose premises the line 

actually passes. The railway at this point likewise passes over the river Irwell for the twelfth and last 

time, and then is seen the station at Rawtenstall.  

This is the present terminus of the line but the extension of it to Bacup has already been 

commenced by the company, and will, in as short a time as possible, be opened to the public. The 

Rawtenstall station is the point of departure for Colne, Skipton, and Burnley; coaches also run for 

the present time from this place to Bacup […]. At present, or rather commencing from Monday 

next, when the line is opened to the public, there will be fourteen trains a day. The line is double as 

far as Bury and single up to Stubbins Bridge; but between these points there is a double line of rails, 

one of which is used by the contractor for carrying on their works. It will, be made double line as 

soon as the works are finished; and, we understand, this will be continued from Stubbins Bridge to 

Rawtenstall, along which part of the line only a single line of rails has at present been 

constructed…The collation was given in a large new weaving shed at Rawtenstall, belonging to Mr J 



1840 - 1849 

175 

R Kay, just erected, and not fitted up with machinery […] about 500 ladies and gentlemen being 

present. (Manchester Guardian, 26 September 1846) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Philips Park. Opening of “Park Station”. On and after Saturday the 

26th September 1846 a new station on the Ashton branch of this railway contiguous to the Philips Park 

will be opened for the accommodation of parties residing in the neighbourhood, and for the 

convenient access of those who are desirous of visiting that delightful place of recreation. By this 

means, the distance between the Victoria and Park stations will be performed in eight minutes, or 

parties will be enabled to reach the Philips Park from the Exchange in fifteen minutes.  

Fares to and from Victoria and Park stations. First class 4d, second class 3d, third class 2d, third class 

there and back 3d. 
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Trains will depart as under daily. 

From Victoria station From Park station

7.30am 6.12am
9.00am Sundays 8.42am Sundays
10.00am 8.30am 9.42am 7.42am
11.10am 10.00am 10.00am 9.42am
12.50pm 2.30pm 11.57am 2.12pm
1.50pm 5.00pm 1.32pm 4.42pm
3.10pm 6.15pm 2.32pm 5.30pm
4.10pm 9.30pm 3.42pm 7.42pm
5.20pm 4.52pm
6.50pm 5.57pm
8.30pm 7.57pm
9.30pm 9.12pm

(Manchester Guardian, 26 September 1846) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway Alteration of trains and fares. The public is respectfully informed that 

on and after the 1st October 1846 the trains for the convenience of passengers, parcels, etc., from 

Manchester and Leeds will be as follows; 

Through trains from Manchester to Leeds.

6.30am   Parliamentary carrying 1st 2nd 3rd class passengers
9.00am   Express carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
9.15am   Road train carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
10.15am Mail carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
11.15am Parliamentary carrying 1st 2nd 3rd class passengers
1.15pm Express carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
2.00pm Road train carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
3.20pm Fast carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
5.00pm Express carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
6.00pm Parliamentary carrying 1st 2nd 3rd class passengers
7.40pm Fast carrying 1st 2nd class passengers

Through trains from Leeds

6.30am   Parliamentary carrying 1st 2nd 3rd class passengers
9.00am   Express carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
9.40am   Road train carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
19.40am Mail carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
12.15pm Express carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
2.00pm   Parliamentary carrying 1st 2nd 3rd class passengers
3.20pm   Fast carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
4.40pm   Road train carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
6.10pm   Express carrying 1st 2nd class passengers
7.00pm   Parliamentary carrying 1st 2nd 3rd class passengers
8.00pm   Mail carrying 1st 2nd class passengers

In addition to the above there will be the following short trains from Manchester, Rochdale, Halifax, 

Dewsbury and Leeds for the better accommodation of the towns and districts they are intended to 

serve. 
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Down trains
Halifax to Leeds 6.30am 1st 2nd 3rd class

Manchester to Rochdale 8.00am 1st 2nd 3rd class

Dewsbury to Leeds 8.25am 1st 2nd 3rd class

Manchester to Rochdale 2.00pm 1st 2nd 3rd class

Manchester to Rochdale 6.00pm 1st 2nd 3rd class

Dewsbury to Leeds 6.40pm 1st 2nd 3rd class

Up trains
Halifax to Manchester 6.46am 1st 2nd 3rd class

Leeds to Wakefield 8.00am 1st 2nd 3rd class

Rochdale to Manchester 9.00am 1st 2nd 3rd class

Leeds to Wakefield 1.00pm 1st 2nd 3rd class

Rochdale to Manchester 3.00pm 1st 2nd 3rd class

Leeds to Wakefield 6.00pm 1st 2nd 3rd class

Rochdale to Manchester 7.00pm 1st 2nd 3rd class

Express trains will in future convey second class passengers, and all the trains having third class 

carriages will carry passengers in that class at Parliamentary fares. 

Fares between Manchester and Leeds will be as under; 

1st class express, 13s 0d, 2nd class express, 10s 0d 

1st class ordinary trains 11s 6d, 2nd class ordinary trains 8s 6d, 3rd class ordinary trains 5s 0d. 

Other places in the same proportion. 

The Oldham trains will be continued as heretofore, as also the Ashton trains until the opening of the 

line to Stalybridge on the 5th October 1846 when due notice will be given of the required alteration. 

(Manchester Guardian, 26 September 1846)

On Wednesday, 23rd September 1846 the Manchester and Leeds Railway branch railway to 

Stalybridge was inspected by Major-General Pasley. The Ashton station is a large, commodious stone 

building, 150 feet long by 60 feet span. The terminus at Stalybridge is separate from the Sheffield and 

Manchester Railway by a brick wall. The station house is partially built and the branch railway will be 

opened to the public on 5th October 1846. (Manchester Guardian, 26 September 1846) 

Platforms at each station to be at least twenty yards in length. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 28 

September 1846) 

The East Lancashire Railway commenced carrying passengers on Monday, 28th September 1846 and a 

great number of persons were conveyed to Manchester and Rawtenstall. (Manchester Guardian, 30th

September 1846) 
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The line of the Middleton branch railway which joins the Manchester and Leeds Railway line near the 

Oldham junction and the present Middleton station is now being staked out and the letting of the 

works is expected to take place in the course of a few days. The station will be near the Asheton’s 

Arms public house a short distance from the market place. (Manchester Guardian, 30 September 

1846) 

October 
The shareholders of the West Riding Union Railway are respectfully informed that the works on the 

railway will be commenced near Halifax on Wednesday, the 21st  October 1846; and the Right 

Honourable Charles Wood, MP, having obligingly consented to cut the first sod the directors will be 

present and other shareholders […] will, by application […] receive an order for a free pass on the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 3 October 1846) 

Report of a meeting held in Oldham on Wednesday, 30th September 1846 to consider railway 

accommodation in the town. (Manchester Guardian; Herapath, 3 October 1846) 

A special meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Friday, 2nd October 1846 to consider 

amalgamation with the Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 3 October 

1846) 

On Wednesday week (23rd September 1846) the Ashton, Stalybridge and Liverpool Junction line was 

privately opened through to Stalybridge on which occasion Major Pasley, accompanied by Messrs 

Brunlees, Watts and Jenkins, engineers, attended to inspect the line. The first part of the contract, at 

the Manchester, has been executed by Messrs Hemmingway and Pearson, and the remainder part by 

Messrs Harding and Cropper, who have had about five out of the six miles and a half of the work. 

The latter gentlemen commenced their contract about the 8th of April, 1845, and have, therefore, 

notwithstanding many difficulties completed the work in something under 18 months. There are 

twenty bridges upon it, from Manchester to Stalybridge, exclusive of the ten arch viaduct, which 

crosses the river Medlock. A great portion of the line runs across the Ashton moss, and the other 

part is through heavy cuttings of marl and loam. The Ashton station is a large commodious stone 

building. The roof across the railway is 60 feet span and 150 feet long. Several large warehouses are 

in course of being built at Ashton, and in those erected there are already no less than 3,000 bags of 

cotton belonging to the mill owners in the town. The terminus at Stalybridge adjoins that of the 

Ashton branch of the Sheffield railway, being merely divided by a wall. The line will be opened to the 

public on 5th October. (The Builder, 3 October 1846) 

East Lancashire Railway. The public are respectfully informed that this railway was opened for traffic 

on Monday, 28th September 1846. 
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(Manchester Guardian, 3 October 1846) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the construction of a tunnel at Haslingden, about 145 

yards in length, together with the completion of excavations at each end and the erection of the 

entrances and other works. (Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1846) 

Contracts have been entered into between the East Lancashire Railway and Messrs. William Stones 

and Richard Hacking for the erection of a warehouse at Blackburn station for the accommodation of 

the goods traffic on the Blackburn and Preston portion of the line. The warehouse is to be a spacious 

one, 360 feet long and 110 feet wide. It is contracted to be finished in January next. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 October 1846) 

Second class carriages to be divided into separate compartments by timber partitions between the 

back of each seat and the roof and second and third class carriages to be lighted with roof lamps when 

used during the night. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 12 October 1846) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Alteration of trains. On and after Thursday, 15th October 1846 the 

morning express train from Manchester to Leeds will depart at a quarter past eight instead of nine 

o’clock as hitherto by which means parties will be enabled to reach Halifax, Bradford and 

Huddersfield respectively in time for the markets held in those towns. 

The short train from Manchester to Rochdale will leave Victoria station at half past eight instead of 

eight o’clock as hitherto, returning from Rochdale at 9.45am. (Manchester Guardian, 14 October 

1846) 

A rumour that the Manchester and Leeds Railway are to build a more central station in Manchester 

is premature, though it has been a subject of important and frequent consideration with them, that 

the rapidly increasing traffic on the line demanded additional room at this, the principal terminus, 

and such want has been the more felt because the Victoria station at Hunts Bank is used for the 

traffic of the LNWR as well as that of the Manchester and Leeds Railway […] the directors, alive to 

the interests of the shareholders and the accommodation of passengers, have not shut their eyes to 

the fact that increased accommodation will ere long, be required, and as a necessary preliminary 

proceeding, the attention of Mr Hawkshaw, the engineer of the company, has been called to the 

subject. (There follows a description of the area bound by the Collegiate, Fennel Street, Todd Street 

and Long Millgate as being suitable) (Manchester Guardian, 17 October 1846) 
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An accident occurred on the Manchester and Bolton Railway at Windsor Bridge on Wednesday, 14th

October 1846. The train which leaves Bolton at 8.30am reached Windsor Bridge station shortly 

before nine o’clock bringing with it a large number of passengers who attend the cattle Market in 

this town […]. Just before the train could be set in motion another, the East Lancashire train from 

Bury came down upon them and ran into the Bolton train with a fearful crash, staved a third class 

carriage to atoms, and threw two others off the rails, but fortunately the last carriage was empty, 

and but four others in the two others, most of them having got out […]. The guard in charge of the 

Bolton train immediately looked at his watch and found the time to be sixteen minutes to nine 

o’clock […]. The clock at Bolton station is kept according to Manchester time and it is the duty of 

this guard to compare his watch every morning with the Salford (station) clock so that he may 

furnish the correct time on his arrival at Bolton. (Manchester Guardian; Herapath, 17 October 

1846) 

The first transaction on the Blackburn and Preston portion of the East Lancashire Railway deserving 

the name of goods traffic occurred on Thursday last, 15th October 1846 when a cargo of livestock 

[…] arrived at Blackburn station from Ireland via Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 17 October 

1846) 

On Saturday, 17th October 1846 cotton bales on a luggage train passing through Blue Pits was found 

to be on fire. The train was delayed for about one and a half hours; the carriages in which were the 

cotton bales belonged to Carver & Co, carriers, and were being transported to Barnsley. 

(Manchester Examiner, 24 October 1846) 

Report of the cutting of the first sod of the West Riding Union Railway on Wednesday, 21st

October, 1846. (Manchester Guardian, 24 October 1846) 

Notice of the application for the sale of the Rochdale Canal to the Manchester and Leeds Railway. 

(Manchester Guardian, 24 October 1846) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on 27th October 1846 to create 

shares to exchange for the existing shares of the Huddersfield and Sheffield Railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 28 October 1846) 

Mr Flaviell to proceed with the widening of the Burnley branch for £66,000; improvements of 

Charlestown curves to be proceeded with; J Thornton’s tender, £7,900, for Oakenshaw branch.

(Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 30 October 1846) 

A meeting of the West Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 28th October 1846 at the 

Palatine Hotel, Manchester, to take into consideration a proposal for referring to arbitration the 

terms of amalgamation with the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 

31 October 1846) 

The half yearly meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway was held on Thursday, (Manchester 

Examiner, 29 October 1846) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Notice for November 1846. 

The following times of starting the trains will take place on and after 1st November 1846. 

Trains towards Leeds.

Leaving at For class
Sowerby
Bridge 

6.00am Leeds Parliamentary 1st

2nd 3rd

Victoria 6.15am Leeds Parliamentary 1st

2nd 3rd

Victoria 8.15am Leeds Express 1st 2nd
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Victoria 8.20am Rochdale & 
intermediate 
stations 

Parliamentary 1st

2nd 3rd

Hebden 
Bridge 

9.15am Leeds Parliamentary 1st

2nd 3rd

Victoria 9.15am Leeds Road train 1st

2nd

Victoria 10.15am Leeds Mail 1st 2nd

Victoria 11.00am Leeds Parliamentary 1st

2nd 3rd

Victoria 1.00pm Leeds Express 1st 2nd

Victoria 2.00pm Leeds Parliamentary 1st

2nd 3rd

Victoria 3.25pm Leeds Fast 1st 2nd

Victoria 5.00pm Leeds Express 1st 2nd

Victoria 5.40pm Rochdale & 
intermediate 
stations 

Parliamentary 1st

2nd 3rd

Sowerby 
Bridge

6.30pm Leeds Parliamentary 1st

2nd 3rd

Victoria 6.00pm Leeds Parliamentary 1st

2nd 3rd

Victoria 7.45pm Leeds Road train 1st

2nd

Victoria 9.00pm Blue Pits, Heywood 
& Rochdale 

Road train 1st

2nd

Trains towards Manchester

Leaving at For class
Rochdale 7.00am Manchester Parliamentary 

1st 2nd 3rd

Leeds 5.30am Manchester Parliamentary 
1st 2nd 3rd

Leeds 6.15am Manchester Parliamentary 
1st 2nd 3rd

Leeds 7.45am Sowerby Bridge Parliamentary 
1st 2nd 3rd

Rochdale 9.45am Manchester & 
intermediate 
Stations 

Parliamentary 
1st 2nd 3rd

Leeds 9.00am Manchester Express 1st 2nd

Leeds 9.40am Manchester Fast 1st 2nd

Leeds 10.40am Manchester Mail 1st 2nd

Leeds 12.40pm Manchester Express 1st 2nd

Leeds 1.00pm Manchester Parliamentary 
1st 2nd 3rd

Leeds 2.00pm Manchester Parliamentary 
1st 2nd 3rd

Leeds 3.20pm Manchester Fast 1st 2nd

Rochdale 6.40pm Manchester Parliamentary
1st 2nd 3rd

Leeds 4.40pm Manchester Road train 1st

2nd

Leeds 5.45pm Manchester Express 1st 2nd

Leeds 7.00pm Manchester Parliamentary 
1st 2nd 3rd

Leeds 8.00pm Manchester Mail 1st 2nd
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(Manchester Guardian, 31 October 1846) 

November 
Contract for the enlargement of the Bolton railway station in Salford awarded to W Popple for £2,835. 

(Minutes, 4 November 1846) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the whole of the works required in enlarging the 

locomotive shed at Miles Platting. (Manchester Guardian, 7 November 1846) 

The works on the Blackburn Darwen and Bolton Railway are progressing favourably. Upwards of 

three miles of permanent way have been laid, and at the Blackburn end the embankment at Nova 

Scotia is being rapidly extended. Indeed the portion between Darwen and Blackburn is expected to 

be opened early in spring. (Manchester Guardian, 11 November 1846) 

Notice of application to Parliament for powers for a branch railway from the Manchester, South 

Junction and Altrincham Railway to the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway, about five chains south 

of Windsor Bridge and a second railway from the first, west of the river Irwell, to a point on the 

Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway, five chains west of Oldfield Road. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

November 1846) 

Report of an accident at Luddenden Foot when a Manchester and Leeds Railway goods train ran into 

another on Saturday, 14th November 1846, there being no signal up. (Herapath, 21 November 1846) 

An extra-ordinary meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Monday, 23rd November 1846 

for the purpose of authorising the directors to apply to Parliament to enable new works and 

extensions to be built. Among which was a proposed line through Whitefield and Prestwich to 

Manchester. It was felt that the East Lancashire Railway could not breathe freely until it had 

independent access to Manchester. At present the East Lancashire Railway was compelled to carry 

the traffic to two stations, New Bailey Street and Victoria. At the same time, it should be known 

that the managers of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway and the LNWR had shown no 

indisposition to meet the wants and requirements of the public; on the contrary, they had afforded 

every facility, and given every convenience at their command. (Manchester Guardian, 25 November 

1846) 

Except for the engineers department, all the business connected with the Liverpool Ormskirk and 

Preston Railway to be transferred to the East Lancashire Railway offices at Bury. (East Lancashire 

Railway Minutes, 27 November 1846) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for a quantity of ash and English oak planks of the 

best description, well-seasoned, suitable for building railway carriages. (Manchester Guardian, 28 

November 1846) 

The Blackburn Clitheroe and North Western Junction Railway invite tenders for the line, as already 

set out, commencing at Daisy Field, Blackburn, and terminating at the village of Chatburn, being in 

length (including a branch to the Old Banks Limeworks, near Clitheroe), 13 miles. (Manchester 

Guardian, 28 November 1846) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 25th November 

1846. (Manchester Examiner, 28 November 1846; Manchester Guardian, 2 December 1846) 

Report of the state of the Bolton and Preston Railway. (Herapath, 28 November 1846) 

December 
The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the work required for the Liverpool, Ormskirk and 

Preston Railway, commencing at a point on the Liverpool and Bury Railway near to where the latter 
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crosses the Liverpool and Preston turnpike road at Walton-on-the-Hill and ending at a junction with 

the Blackburn and Preston Railway at a point where the latter joins the North Union Railway at 

Farington station, including a branch railway three miles in length leaving the main line at Ormskirk, 

Total length 25½ miles. (Manchester Guardian, 9 December 1846) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the Bacup branch railway. (Manchester Guardian, 19 

December 1846) 

Report of an accident on the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway on Wednesday, 16th December 

1846, and a proposed memorial to the Board of Trade. (Manchester Guardian, 19 December 1846)  

East Lancashire Railway return tickets. The public are respectfully informed that all return tickets 

issued on Thursday next 24th December 1846 may be used for return at any time until the evening 

of Monday next the 28th instant. And also that all return tickets issued on Thursday the 31st instant 

may be used for return until Monday the 4th January inclusive. (Manchester Guardian, 23 December 

1846) 

As a result of a memorial presented to the Board of Trade by Bolton Town Council praying for an 

inquiry into the condition and management of the Manchester to Bolton railway a government 

inspector is now engaged with the necessary investigation. (Manchester Guardian, 26 December 

1846) 

The Fleetwood, Preston and West Riding Junction Railway invite tenders for the construction of that 

portion of the line between Maudlands station and the junction with the Preston and Longridge 

Railway; also for the alteration and widening of the Preston and Longridge Railway from such point of 

junction to the point of deviation there from. (Manchester Examiner, 26 December 1846; Manchester 

Guardian, 9 January 1847) 

The line from Lytham station to the docks “now prepared for traffic”. (Preston and Wyre Railway

Minutes, 30 December 1846) 
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1847 
January 

Captain Coddington of the Board of Trade inspected the Manchester to Bolton railway on Thursday, 

31st December 1846. (Manchester Guardian. 2 January 1847) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Bolton and Preston District. Alterations of trains on the 1st January 

1847.  

The public are respectfully informed that several alterations will be made in the times of starting 

trains from Salford, Bolton, Preston, etc., on Friday 1st January 1847; 

From Salford to Bolton, etc. From Bolton to Salford

7.15am  

(to Preston 7.30am
(to Lancaster 8.30am (6.30am 

Lancaster 
(to Kendal (7.25am 

Preston 
(to Penrith 9.00am Express 

(Tuesdays, 
Thursdays 
and 
Saturdays) 

(to Carlisle
830am to Blackburn 7.45am Blackburn

9.00am to Preston

9.45am 

(7.55am
Fleetwood 

10.30am 
Express 

(to 
Fleetwood 

(8.55am
Preston 

(to Preston 10.15am 8.30am 
Blackburn 

to Fleetwood

10.45am 

(8.10am
Kendal 

11.15am (9.20am 
Lancaster 

12.30pm (10.40am 
Preston 

1.30pm On Saturdays 
only 

12.30pm

2.00pm 
Express 

(to Preston 1.30pm
(to 
Fleetwood 

2.20pm 
Express 

(8.00am 
Carlisle 

(to Lancaster (12.10pm 
Lancaster 

(to Kendal (1.25pm 
Preston 

2.30pm to Blackburn 3.20pm

3.50pm 

(to Preston

5.20pm 

(2.50pm 
Lancaster 

(to Lancaster (4.05pm 
Preston 

4.45pm 
Express 

to Blackburn
6.35pm 
Express 

(4.45pm 
Fleetwood 
(5.45pm 
Preston 

5.15pm to Preston 7.15pm
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6.15pm 8.00pm
7.15pm (to Preston

9.10pm 

(2.45pm 
Carlisle 

(to Lancaster (6.40pm 
Lancaster 

8.30pm (8.00pm 
Preston 

On Sundays
7.30am to Preston 8.00am
9.15am to Blackburn

9.15am 

(7.15am
Blackburn 

1.00pm (8.00am 
Preston 

6.00pm to Preston 2.00pm
8.15pm

7.15pm 

(5.00pm 
Fleetwood 
(5.00pm 
Blackburn 
(6.00pm 
Preston 
(2.45pm 
Carlisle 

9.15pm 

(6.40pm 
Lancaster 
(8.00pm 
Preston 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1847) 

About 5.00pm on Saturday, 26th December 1846 an accident occurred at the junction between the 

Liverpool and Manchester  Railway and the Manchester Bolton and Bury Railway near the Salford 

terminus of the latter railway. It will be generally known that a number of East Lancashire Railway 

trains arrive at and depart from the New Bailey Street station of the Bolton railway and also from 

the Victoria station of the Liverpool and Manchester  Railway. The train from Bury, which should 

reach Manchester shortly before 5.00pm, which ought to go into the former station, was coming 

along the line; but when at the junction between the two railways, the pointsman, either mistaking 

the signal, or not knowing the proper “shunts” to turn, sent the train along the Liverpool line. At 

that moment there was a luggage train coming up the line from the Water Street luggage station, 

which was caught by the East Lancashire train, and four of the wagons were thrown off the line. The 

wagons were, of course, smashed to some extent, and the engine of the East Lancashire train 

received some damage, and no one received personal injury. (Herapath, 2 January 1847) 

Report of the cutting of the first sod of the Blackburn Clitheroe and North Western Railway. 

(Herapath, 2 January 1847) 

Letting of the works on the Bacup branch to be postponed until Monday next, 18th January 1847, and 

Mr Perrin to divide the line into three contracts. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 11 January 1847) 

The Sheffield, Rotherham, Barnsley, Wakefield, Huddersfield and Goole Railway invite tenders for a 

railway from a junction with the Manchester and Leeds Railway, near Horbury to Barnsley. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 January 1847) 

The Bacup branch contract to be let to Birtram, Parker, Swindler and Horner, at a schedule of prices, 

the line to be completed by 1st December next. Parker and Birtram signed the specifications. (East 

Lancashire Railway Minutes, 18 January 1847) 

We learn that the corporation of Preston intend offering a determined opposition to the project of 

the East Lancashire Company for having a separate entrance into Preston, by crossing the valley of 
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the Ribble and making a new bridge. The reasons alleged are the non-necessity of the undertaking, 

and the serious manner in which it would interfere with the proposed public works. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 January 1847) 

Long report on the proposed Oldham Alliance Railway from Rochdale, near the present station of 

the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 23 January 1847) 

The West Riding Union Railway invite tenders for works; 

1st. Halifax contract commencing by a junction with the Manchester and Leeds Railway in Norland 

and terminating on Low Moor, in length 8 miles 1 furlong. 

2nd. Bradford contract commencing on Low Moor and terminating at the Court House Field in 

Bradford; together with a portion of the line from the north end of Bowling tunnel towards Leeds, in 

length 3¼ miles. 

3rd. Cleckheaton contract commencing on Low Moor and terminating by a junction with the 

Manchester and Leeds Railway near Dewsbury station, in length 7 miles 2½ furlongs. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 January 1847; Herapath, 30 January 1847) 

February 
The dreadful gale of wind, which prevailed on Wednesday morning, 27th January 1847, has done 

considerable damage to the wood viaduct, in course of erection, at Denby Dale, on the Huddersfield 

and Sheffield Junction Railway. Out of forty perpendicular supporters, twenty seven have been blown 

down, and such was the distance they had to fall (100 feet), that the strongest timbers were broken 

into splinters and match wood. This accident will occasion a further delay in the opening of the line, 

and will be a serious loss to the contractors. The damage is estimated at about £5,000. (Herapath, 6 

February 1847) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for ten warehouse cranes and one ten ton crane, all of 

which are to be fixed at the Blackburn station. (Manchester Guardian, 6 February 1847) 

It has been determined that the electric telegraph is to be laid down throughout the whole extent of 

the East Lancashire Railway; and, for obvious purposes, a communication is forthwith to be 

established, by the same means, between the central offices of the Manchester and Leeds Railway at 

Hunts Bank and the tributary offices of the Bolton railway at New Bailey Street. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 February 1847) 

A service of plate, to be presented to Mr Houldsworth, the chairman of the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway, by the directors, for his services in that capacity, has been just manufactured by Messrs 

Hunt and Roskell, of Bond Street, London and Manchester. The service weighs upwards of 3,000 

ounces, and is of excellent design and workmanship. The principal piece is of an ornamental 

character, being of a triangular form; around the lower part are the figures of Sir Robert Peel, James 

Watt and George Stephenson; the whole is surmounted by a figure representing science. On one of 

the panels is a representation of Summit tunnel. It is a very exquisite piece of workmanship, and has 

been modelled under the superintendence of Mr Bailey, the Royal Academician. There are also some 

very elaborate vases. Altogether it is one of the most classic and splendid services yet furnished by 

English manufacturers. The whole has cost about £3,000. (Manchester Examiner, 13 February 1847; 

Manchester Guardian, 24 February 1847) 

Report of the Denby Dale viaduct collapse (on 27th January 1847) (The Builder, 13 February 1847) 

Ordered, that instead of riding on the top of the carriages, guards to be placed inside the second or 

third class carriages as may be found best, and the breaks of the carriages altered so as to enable the 

guards to work them inside. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 15 February 1847) 
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We are glad to learn that the workmen in the employ of the Electric Telegraph Company are busily 

engaged in laying the wires along the whole extent of the Manchester and Leeds Railway from 

Victoria station to Normanton. (Manchester Guardian, 17 February 1847) 

Report of the Oldham Alliance Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 20 February 1847) 

We understand that the Manchester and Leeds Railway and LNWR have conjointly made overtures 

to the directors of the Bolton and Preston Railway for the purchase of their line on favourable 

terms. It is said that the purchasing companies propose to take the Preston and Wyre on the 

following terms; To pay the shareholders five per cent for the first year and increasing one half per 

cent every succeeding year until the percentage (at the end of seven years) amount to eight and one 

half per cent, which sum will then be permanently paid for the line. We have reason to believe that 

the directors of the Bolton and Preston Railway are desirous of accepting the proposition, and that a 

recommendation to that effect will be laid before the shareholders at their next meeting. 

(Manchester Examiner, 20 February 1847) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway has made an agreement with the Manchester and Leeds Railway for 

a lease of the railway with all its branches, docks, lands, working stock, powers, etc., amounting 

altogether to a substantial capital of £668,000 on the following terms; to receive as rent 1847 

£38,000, 1848 £41,000, 1849 £44,000, 1850 £47,000, 1851 £50,000, 1852 £54,000. Afterwards, 

£54,000 per annum in perpetuity. (Manchester Guardian, 20 February 1847) 

Report of the amalgamation of the Blackburn, Darwen and Bolton and the Blackburn Clitheroe and 

North Western Railways. (Manchester Guardian, 27 February 1847) 

A meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway was held on Thursday, 25th February 1847 to attempt 

to obtain better terms than the directors had recommended for acceptance from the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 27 February 1847) 

The East Lancashire Railway are prepared to give a premium of £100 for the best and £50  for the 

second best plan and design of the buildings necessary for making and repairing of locomotive 

engines and carriages of the company, such plans to be accompanied by full and explanatory details. 

(Manchester Examiner, 27 February 1847) 

March 
Mr Watts reported that Mr Hawkshaw had accepted Messrs Nowell, Hemingway and Pearson’s tender 

for earthwork for sidings, etc., at the wagon shops. The brickwork at the wagon shops let to Gill and 

Child.

Tenders for the West Riding Union Railway: 

Contract No.1. Halifax  Mills & Co £360,000 excluding ironwork 

Contract No.2. Bradford  McCormick £147,000 excluding ironwork 

Contract No.3. Cleckheaton McCormick £98,000 excluding ironwork 

(West Riding Union Railway Minutes, 2 March1847) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway announce that the Middleton branch railway and the railway 

from Rochdale to Bacup had been surveyed. (Manchester Guardian, 6 March1847) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for fencing off that portion of the East Lancashire Railway 

between Bury and Clifton. The contract to comprise the supplying of the requisite thorn quicks 

together with copping and planting. (Manchester Examiner, 6 March1847) 
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Report of the adjourned meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway shareholders. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 March1847) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 10th March 

1847. 

Passengers booked for the six months to 31st December 1846.

1844 1845 1846
First 
class 

51,368 93,325 93,415

Second 
class 

175,147 208,529 214,957

Third 
class 

615,254 768,660 996,402

Total 814,769 1,069,854 1,304,774

Miles 
travelled 

12,955,919 16,266,344 17,846,339

(The passenger total for 1845 is actually 1,070,514) 

The extended district now embraced by the lines belonging to the company has suggested the 

propriety of adopting a title more expressive of the extent and importance of the united system that 

that of the parent company and your directors suggest that the future title of the company be “The 

L&YR Company”.  

The directors felt obliged to oppose the East Lancashire Railway direct line into Manchester because 

the East Lancashire Railway had obtained access to the New Bailey Street station on very favourable 

terms and a distinct understanding that the traffic from Bury should pass over a certain distance of 

the Bolton line and a direct line would deprive the Bolton company of that amount of traffic. The 

direct line was projected to pass into some vacant land in connection with Victoria station, which 

was purchased in the last two or three years by the Manchester and Leeds Railway, for the 

extension of that station and which was actually occupied and employed.  

It was reported that the whole of the works on the Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole line was in a 

forward state. Mr Thornton, the contractor is making good progress with the large excavation at 

Pontefract, the heaviest work on the line. The dock at Goole, for the special accommodation of the 

coal trade from the railway is in progress. The station plans are also in preparation and there is 

every prospect of opening the line to Goole within the present year. Contracts have just been 

entered into for the Askern and Methley branches. This being the first meeting of the company since 

the presentation of the service of plate to Mr Henry Houldsworth it was set on the table of the 

boardroom of the company’s new offices, on the incline of Victoria station, for the inspection of the 

proprietors, before and after the meeting. (Manchester Guardian, Herapath, 13 March1847) 

A special meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway was held on Friday, 12th March 1847 to 

consider the proposition made by the Manchester and Leeds Railway for the perpetual lease of the 

line. Since the offer by the Manchester and Leeds Railway, a proposition had been made by the East 

Lancashire Railway to lease the line, to which many of the Bolton and Preston Railway shareholders 

were favourable and various documents had been issued by the opposing parties, showing the 

advantages of the two offers. Mr C Swainson took the chair, and urged that the advantage lay with 

the Manchester and Leeds Railway offer. He moved that the same be accepted. The Rev, Mr Birley 

seconded the motion. A discussion ensued, and several explanations were asked and given. The offer 

by the Manchester and Leeds Railway was then put from the chair, and carried unanimously. 

(Manchester Examiner, 13 March1847) 
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The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Bury and a 

passenger station at Radcliffe. (Manchester Guardian, 13 March1847) 

The first sod of the Liverpool Ormskirk and Preston Railway was cut. (Herapath, 20 March1847) 

The Lancaster and Carlisle Railway announce alterations of times of trains as from Monday, 15th

March 1847. Trains will leave Manchester for Carlisle from Victoria station at 7.40am, and 4.00pm; 

from Salford station at 7.00am, 1.30pm and 3.50pm. From Carlisle at 12.45am, 6.00am, 11.00am and 

3.28pm. (Manchester Guardian, 20 March1847) 

On Tuesday, 23rd March 1847 shortly before 2.00pm twenty arches of the Liverpool viaduct of the 

Liverpool and Bury Railway fell to the ground, one after the other, in rapid succession with a 

tremendous crash, the noise of which resembled the quick discharge of so many small pieces of 

artillery, and was heard for more than a mile off, along the north shore. The site of this disastrous 

destruction of property extends from the Boundary Road to about half way between that and Pake 

Lane, and the arches, the six northern most of which were so far completed as to allow of the 

centres being withdrawn a few days ago (the others having been completed some three months 

since), were built entirely of brick and had been in course of construction since last spring. It is not 

yet known how it was that the first arch which gave way; but it is certain that each buttress 

afterwards, incapable of sustaining the weight of the arch rested upon it when that on the other side 

of it had fallen, was forced outwards immediately; the entire destruction of the whole being 

completed in about the space of a minute, or a minute and a half from the fall of the first.  

This arch was the nineteenth from Boundary Road, and the third from the extreme north end. 

Symptoms of its defectiveness were, we understand, first manifested on Sunday last; but whether 

proceedings from any sinking in the foundation of either buttress, or from defective workmanship or 

materials in the arch itself, was not known. It is said that it was condemned, and that means were 

about to be taken to shore it up, and secure the buttresses, in order that it might be rebuilt. This 

work would have been so far performed on Monday as to have prevented the accident, had it not 

been for a heavy fall of rain which commenced about 11.00am driving all the men away from the 

work. This was so far fortunate, that no person whatever has sustained the least personal injury, 

though we regret to say that the loss of property cannot be less than £5,000 or £6,000. The arches 

were constructed for Mr McCormick; the contractor for this portion of the line, by Messrs Bullock 

and Evans, and all that was wanting to their completion was the erection of a portion of the 

parapets. (Manchester Examiner, 27 March1847) 

Mr Thomson (chief engineer Liverpool and Bury line) reports “a casualty to the arches built on J S 

Leigh’s land near Boundary Street”. 

Tender of Gill and Child accepted for widening the Ashton branch. (Manchester and Leeds Railway 

Minutes, 30 March1847)  

We learn that the proposed line for the entrance of the East Lancashire Railway into Manchester, 

from Strangeways toll bar to its junction with the Liverpool and Manchester  line near the river at 

Hunts Bank is beginning to excite some attention and to call forth considerable objection in various 

quarters. It seems that the line will run for some distance between Strangeways Bar and the town, 

nearly parallel to and at a very short distance from Bury New Road on its easterly side…crossing 

New Bridge Street and then Great Ducie Street diagonally by a skew bridge, entering the Liverpool 

and Manchester  Railway near the river bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 31 March1847) 

April 
Report of the Liverpool viaduct collapse. (The Builder, 3 April 1847) 
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The Blackburn Darwen and Bolton Railway invite tenders for a passenger station and for an iron roof 

at the Blackburn station and the erection of a station house at Over Darwen. (Manchester Guardian, 3 

April 1847) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the extension of the workshops and stores; also 

for a coke shed and large water tank to be erected near Miles Platting. (Manchester Guardian, 3 April 

1847) 

The Bolton and Preston Railway have liberally granted a free passage along their line to all persons 

going to Fleetwood to lecture at the Fleetwood Mechanics Institute. (The Builder, 10 April 1847) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Wednesday, 14th April 1847. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 April 1847) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway Leeds District. Alteration of trains. 

Trains towards Leeds; The train heretofore leaving Victoria station for Leeds at 9.15am will 

henceforth depart at 9.00am. The 5.40pm train heretofore for Rochdale will leave at the same time, 

but will become a through road train to Leeds. 

The trains heretofore leaving Victoria station for Leeds at 6.00pm and 7.45pm will, in future leave 

respectively at 6.30pm and 8.oopm. Also the 9.00pm fast train, for Rochdale only, will, in future, 

leave at 10.00pm. The short trains respectively from Manchester to Rochdale at 7.45pm and those 

from Rochdale to Manchester at 9.45am and 6.40pm will all be discontinued; but the two latter 

trains will be substituted by Nos. 4 and 11 up trains. See timetable. The Parliamentary train from 

Sowerby Bridge for Leeds at 6.30pm will be discontinued, and a through road train, stopping at that 

station at 7.08pm will be substituted. The train from Hebden Bridge to Leeds at 9.35am will be 

discontinued, and a through road train, stopping at Hebden Bridge station at 10.12am  substituted. 

Trains towards Manchester; The Parliamentary train from Leeds to Sowerby bridge heretofore 

leaving that place at 8.00am will in future leave at 7.30am and become a through road train. The 

Parliamentary train heretofore leaving Leeds for Manchester at 7.00pm will in future leave at 

6.30pm. And the train heretofore leaving Leeds at 1.00pm will be discontinued. 

Notices for Oldham; The train leaving Oldham at 6.30am will in future leave that place at 6.15am; 

and the train leaving Manchester at 7.50pm for Oldham will leave in future at 8.15pm; and those 

trains from Oldham to Manchester at 7.20pm and 8.30pm will respectively leave at 7.45pm and 

8.50pm. The train from Oldham at 11.00am on Sundays will henceforth be discontinued, and a train 

leaving Oldham at 10.30pm be substituted. (Manchester Guardian, 24 April 1847) 

The East Lancashire Railway. Blackburn and Preston District, invite tenders for works at Blackburn; 

locomotive shed and workshop; iron girder bridge over the river at Jubilee Street; erection of an 

occupation bridge under the railway on the Dale Street branch. (Manchester Examiner, 24 April 1847) 

The station buildings (at Blackburn) will be in the Italian palazzo style, and afford the most ample 

accommodation; the second and third class passengers’ waiting room being 35 feet by 25 feet 6 ins; 

besides separate ladies waiting rooms for those classes. The entrance to the station is under a lofty 

covered portico 48 feet long and 30 feet wide, with a carriageway under it. The approaches are to 

be numerous, and will prove highly advantageous to the public, opening up communications not only 

to the station but between different quarters of the town now left distant by very circuitous roads. 

(Manchester Guardian, 28 April 1847) 

May 
The workmen are already engaged in preparations for the erection of the Blackburn station of the 

Blackburn Darwen and Bolton Railway. The station is to be on a large scale, the length of the 

building being 252 feet and its mean breadth about 40 feet. The platform will be 350 feet long, and 
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four lines of rails in front of it will be covered with an iron roof in one span. The inside of the station 

will be lit by a plate glass louver light, of 16 feet wide at the top of the roof, extending along the 

whole length. The Darwen station, of which the plans are also prepared, will be a handsome Gothic 

structure furnishing ample accommodation. (Manchester Examiner, 1 May 1847) 

Active preparations are in progress for the erection of the Blackburn station of the Bolton line 

which is to be on a large scale; length 252 feet breadth 40 feet. The four lines of rail in front of the 

platform (330 feet) will be covered by an iron roof in one span. The buildings will be of the Italian 

Palazzo style, with entrance and carriageway under a lofty covered portico, and numerous 

approaches. The Darwen station will be a gothic structure with ample accommodation. (The Builder, 

8 May 1847) 

We understand that, in accordance to a resolution recently passed at a meeting of the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway board, the office of visiting superintendent is to be dispensed with, which will 

effect a saving of £500 per annum. (Herapath, 8 May 1847) 

The half yearly meeting of the Bolton and Preston Railway was held on Wednesday, 28th April 1847 

when agreement was reached to amalgamate with the Manchester and Leeds Railway. (Manchester 

Examiner, 8 May 1847) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Grand Treat on Whit Week. Cheap trip to Scarborough and back 

from Manchester on Monday 24th May 1847 returning Sunday the 30th instant (altered to Saturday 

the 29th later). Fares, first class 12s 6d, second class 9s, third class 6s. Friends, making up a party of 

six first class, can have a compartment to themselves; and friends, making up a party of twenty four 

second class, can have a carriage to themselves exclusively. (Manchester Guardian, 12 May 1847) 

East Lancashire Railway. Goods Traffic. The public are hereby informed that the portion of this line 

between Manchester and Rawtenstall will be open for goods traffic on and after Monday 17th. May. 

The Blackburn and Preston line will also be open for goods traffic on an early day, of which due 

notice will be given. (Manchester Guardian, 19 May 1847) 

Manchester and Leeds Railway. Whitsuntide Manchester Races. The public are respectfully informed 

that on Wednesday 26th May 1847, Thursday 27th, and Friday 28th, it is intended to run special trains 

between the company’s stations, Rochdale, Oldham, Middleton, Ashton and Pendleton, which station 

is within about ten minutes’ walk of the new Manchester Race Course. (Manchester Guardian, 19 

May 1847) 

The Electric Telegraph Company are immediately going to commence laying their wires from 

Victoria station to the Exchange in Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 22 May 1847) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for the whole of the works required for the erection 

of the Oldham station at Mumps. (Manchester Guardian, 22 May 1847) 

Work to be suspended on the Bacup branch between Waterfoot and Bacup. (East Lancashire Railway 

Minutes, 24 May 1847) 

Resolved, that the tunnel to be proceeded with on the Bacup branch. (East Lancashire Railway 

Minutes, 2 June 1847) 

June 
The East Lancashire Railway opened an additional station on Monday last 31st May 1847, called 

Ringley Road […] a temporary station house and platforms for the convenience of passengers have 

been erected under the truly magnificent skew bridge…We understand that day tickets between 

Ringley Road and Manchester at a reduction from the single fares have since been issued by the 

company. (Manchester Guardian, 2 June 1847) 
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The new station at Stalybridge on the Leeds branch railway is now completed and has been opened 

for the use of the public. (Manchester Guardian, 5 June 1847) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway invite tenders for all the stations on the Wakefield, Pontefract and 

Goole Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 5 June 1847) 

The telegraph company having no station of their own at Rochdale have made arrangements to use 

the telegraph of the Manchester and Leeds Railway to that place. (Manchester Guardian, 5 June 

1847) 

The construction of the Mumps station, Oldham, let to Coulthurst and Froggitt for £2,599. Two 

warehouses at Salford station let to J E Sheppard for £4,550. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 

8 June 1847) 

A special meeting of the Manchester and Leeds Railway was held on Friday, 4th June 1847. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 June 1847) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the formation, ballasting, draining and paving of a new 

road of about 250 yards in length forming an approach to the Radcliffe station from the turnpike road. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 June 1847) 

The connection between the dial and other apparatus at Victoria station, Manchester, and the 

Commercial Telegraph office in the Exchange was completed on Thursday afternoon last, 17th June 

1847, and we had within an hour afterwards the satisfaction of seeing a question asked in the office, 

by the dial there, and an answer instantaneously returned from the telegraph clerk at Victoria 

station. The telegraph will soon be in a condition for working along the whole line of the railway 

between Manchester and Leeds and subsequently to Hull, and very shortly afterwards between 

Manchester and Liverpool […]. It is necessary at every telegraph station to have a dial and there is 

one at Victoria station […]. At the top of each dial are to be several name plates of the telegraph 

stations as Rochdale, Normanton and Leeds […].  

By making a connection between the positive and negative electric wires within the dial a bell is rung 

to call the attention of the clerk at the other end to his post. In connection with the bell ringing it is 

usual to point the needle to some particular station, say Rochdale, then if the telegraph clerk at 

Normanton or Leeds sees the needle of his dial working he sees that it is a communication to the 

Rochdale station and not his own; while the Rochdale clerk on hearing the bell and seeing that his 

station is indicated is at once on the alert to receive the communication destined for him…We 

understand that the company’s workmen are engaged in completing the wires and apparatus to 

connect Manchester and Leeds along the line of railway. There is now a communication from 

Victoria to Rochdale […]. Seven lines of galvanised iron wires will be laid all the way from Victoria 

station to Leeds, these wires being suspended in the air on posts, at a distance of 52½ yards. At 

present, the whole of the Summit tunnel presents an interruption to the chain of telegraph 

communication, but we believe the greater portion of wires are placed on both sides of the tunnel, 

and it may be expected that communication may be had direct between Manchester and Leeds in 

the course of ten days or a fortnight. (Manchester Guardian, 19 June 1847)  

The Leeds Company lately preferred paying a passenger the expense of a post-chaise from Preston 

to Lytham, rather than risk a county court decision on the point at issue, which arose from the 

determination of a passenger to lose no time in reaching Lytham, to which place he had tickets 

through from Manchester, while the company had no train ready at Preston when he arrived, to 

carry him to his destination. (The Builder, 26 June 1847) 
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July 
Considerable inconvenience is experienced by the irregularity of the time by the public clocks in 

Blackburn, the railway station time being about a quarter of an hour behind the church clock. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 July 1847) 

The Ardwick branch of the Manchester and Leeds Railway is about two miles in length. Starting from 

that point of the Ashton branch of the main line which crosses the Rochdale Canal, on the eastern 

side near to the Philips Park, it forms a junction at the other end with the Manchester and 

Birmingham Railway at Chancery Lane in Ardwick. The principal object of this line is to convey both 

passengers and goods from the districts intersected by the Leeds and Manchester line to the 

junction in Manchester and Birmingham, and from thence to any other part of the kingdom; but its 

chief advantage will be in the conveyance of heavy goods from Yorkshire, Lancashire, etc., without 

the necessity of changing the wagons in which they reach Manchester, and without bringing them 

through the streets of the town as is the case at present, to the great inconvenience of the 

inhabitants.  

The gradients are easy; at one point, however, they are 1 in 100, and the works in some parts of the 

line are rather heavy. For instance, with a view to forming a proper approach to the park from 

Manchester, it was stipulated by the corporation and Sir Oswald Mosley that a very heavy 

excavation should be made by the company from a point at some little distance from the park to 

Bradford Road. The whole length of the excavation will be about 350 yards, and as a considerable 

number of men are employed upon it, a goodly portion of it has been already done. When finished it 

will form the main road to the park from Manchester.  

The line will run over this excavation on a bridge of brick with stone facings. About two furlongs 

further will be a viaduct, which is to cross the Ashton Canal and the river Medlock at the same pint. 

It will have four semi-circular arches of brick (with stone facings), of thirty feet span each, and one 

span of 100 feet, extending right over the river and canal. This viaduct is nearly constructed, with 

the exception of the wrought iron hollow tubes, which it is intended to throw across. The line 

proceeds nearly upon the surface of the ground for some distance, passing very near to Mr G R 

Chappel’s mill close to the canal. At this point, for the greater safety of the public, we learn that the 

company intend to throw a bridge over the line in place of a level crossing, which they have power 

in their act to make. The line then goes through a cutting, the deepest part of which is about 17 feet, 

on the Ashton New Road, where a flat girder bridge is thrown over the line. Between that portion 

of the line which is nearest to Mr Chappel’s mill and the Ashton Old Turnpike Road, four bridges 

will have to be erected, also in accordance with the stipulations of the corporation, and the 

proprietors of the land. From seven chains north of the Ashton Old Turnpike Road, to the junction 

with the Manchester and Birmingham line at Chancery Lane, Ardwick, the line is to be carries on 

arches, of about thirty feet span each, on average, crossing several streets yet to be made; the whole 

length of the viaduct will be 770 yards. The portion of this viaduct which crosses the turnpike road 

to Ashton will be constructed of wrought iron hollow tubes, on the same principal as those which 

will cross the Ashton canal. The span of it is sixty feet. Some progress has been made with this also, 

many of the piers being already completed.  

The branch is expected to be finished early in the next spring, and it is estimated, will cost £100,000, 

including property, works and everything. Streets will have to be made parallel with the railway from 

the junction in Chancery Lane to Mr Chappel’s mill, and on each side of the railway. The works are 

carried on under the superintendence of Mr James Brunlees, acting under Mr Hawkshaw, engineer 

to the company; Messrs Nowell, Hemingway and Pearson are the contractors. (Manchester 

Examiner, 6 July 1847)  

The foundation stone of the Helmshore viaduct, on the East Lancashire line, was laid on Thursday 

week. It is to be 400 yards long, double, and divided by retaining walls in the middle. There are to be 

fifteen arches, and the principal of which is about fifty feet in height. They are to be erected on a 
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curve of about ¾ mile radius. The works on this and other parts of the line are already in a forward 

state. (The Builder, 10 July 1847) 

The East Lancashire Railway, in connection with the LNW Company, are now prepared to collect, 

deliver and convey goods between London and Blackburn, Accrington, Clitheroe, Rawtenstall, and 

Bury or any part of their line of railway. (Manchester Guardian, 10 July 1847) 

On Wednesday morning last, 14th July 1847 one of the piers of a bridge at Church on the Accrington 

Extension Railway commenced sinking and settled in the course of a few hours, about three feet, 

when the arches it supported slipped down. The remainder of the structure stands firmly, and is not 

in the least affected – a proof of the excellent quality of the workmanship and masonry. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 July 1847) 

Messrs Popple and Walker are proceeding with the Salford viaduct extension at their schedule of 

prices. (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 20 July 1847) 

The Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole line stations and level crossings. Contract No.1. let for £14,051 

and contract No.2. let for £17,553, both to Pickard Ogden & Co. (Manchester and Leeds Railway 

Minutes, 20 July 1847) 

The Manchester and Leeds Company having completed their arrangements for conducting the goods 

traffic between Manchester and Hull on their own account have appointed Messrs Carver & Co. and 

Messrs Thompson M’Kay & Co their sole agents for collecting and delivering in the above towns. 

(Manchester Guardian, 31 July 1847) 

August 
The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Friday, 30th July 1847. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 August 1847) 

Earthwork at Mirfield station let to Berry and Moore at 9½d per cubic yard. The company finding an 

engine at 5s per hour including use of wagons and putting in the necessary sidings. 

McCormick to state the terms on which he will execute that portion of the Manchester and Southport 

line between Amberswood Common and Pemberton in lieu of that part of the Liverpool and Bury 

line. 

Pickard Ogden & Co to be awarded the Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole station contract No.1 only; 

Contract No.2. awarded to John Sykes for £17,000 (Manchester and Leeds Railway Minutes, 3 August 

1847) 

The railway between Blackburn and Sough, about one mile beyond Over Darwen, was opened on 

Tuesday, 3rd August 1847. (Manchester Examiner, 7 August 1847) 

Report of the fall of our arches of the Tonge viaduct on the Blackburn Darwen and Bolton Railway

on Tuesday, 3rd August 1847. (Manchester Examiner, 7 August 1847) 

The Blackburn Darwen and Bolton Railway (now the Bolton, Blackburn, Clitheroe and West 

Yorkshire Railway) has completed their line to Sough and thence by coach three times a day each 

way to Bolton and thence by the Manchester and Bolton Railway to Manchester. The time occupied 

by the whole journey is an hour and three quarters and the fare through to Manchester by third 

class and outside coach so low as 2s 6d. (Manchester Guardian, 11 August 1847) 

Report of the Oldham Alliance Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 14 August 1847) 
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Four arches out of eight at Little Bolton on the line in course of formation between Blackburn, 

Darwen, and Bolton, gave way on Tuesday week while yet in the green state and killed two 

labourers. (The Builder, 14 August 1847) 

The works on the Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole line to be regulated so as to be opened between 

January and June 1848, and expenditure limited “as nearly as can be to £17,000 per month”. 

(Minutes, 17 August 1847) 

The directors of the East Lancashire Railway and the Bolton, Blackburn, Clitheroe and West Riding 

Railway, after several conferences, have come to an arrangement to make one station at Blackburn 

suffice for the business of both companies. The Bolton Company were erecting a station at a 

considerable distance from the East Lancashire Railway station which will be the joint station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 18 August 1847) 

Report of the first meeting of the Oldham Alliance Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 21 August 1847) 

The directors of the East Lancashire Railway opened on Monday last, 23rd August 1847, their new 

station at Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 25 August 1847) 

September 
The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 1st September 1847. The engineer 

reported that the Ashton branch railway had been doubled as far as Culcheth from Miles Platting; it 

had become necessary to avoid facing points at Mr Wood’s siding.  

The Heywood branch railway had been doubled and a short curve towards Manchester, at Blue Pits, 

was half done. Great progress had been made with all the works on the Wakefield, Pontefract and 

Goole line. All the stations except that of Goole have been contracted for and the works at Goole 

are also in an advanced state. The Askern branch is being proceeded with throughout and so much 

of the Methley branch as was not proposed to be altered in the last session of Parliament. The 

directors will have to determine whether or not that portion of the branch joining the York and 

North MR  is to be constructed as already authorised by Parliament. (Manchester Guardian, 4 

September 1847) 

The Liverpool Mercury of yesterday states that, if the weather be unfavourable it is not unlikely that 

the queen may land at Fleetwood. We are disposed to believe from what we have heard that it is at 

present her majesty’s intention to land there irrespectively of the weather […] so far as we can 

ascertain at present it appears most likely that her majesty will arrive at Fleetwood about Thursday 

or Friday next. (Manchester Guardian, 11 September 1847)  

The works on the Oldham extension railway from the present station to Greenacres Moor are 

proceeding with great activity so that there is every prospect of this portion of the line being 

opened in the course of a month. The two tunnels which are each 440 yards in length are completed 

with the exception of some arching at the entrances and laying down of a second line of rails. The 

new station for Greenacres Moor is nearly completed and will be a well-designed and neat edifice 

extremely accessible to the populous portion of the extensive suburb. (Manchester Guardian, 11 

September 1847) 

The Manchester and Southport Railway announce tenders for the execution of the works required.

(Manchester Guardian, 11 September 1847) 

The L&YR give notice of excursion trains to Fleetwood regatta to be held on Thursday and Friday, 

the 16th and 17th September 1847, starting from Leeds and returning on the 16th, 17th, or 20th. 

Wagon trains will leave Salford station at 9am each day at half fares on both days. The attraction is 

necessarily rendered more powerful from the expected arrival of her majesty at the rising port. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 September 1847) 
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The directors of the L&YR, now owners of the Preston and Wyre line, have been on the qui vive 

(alert) making every arrangement which time and the means at their disposal would admit, for the 

fitting reception, comfort, and accommodation of their sovereign and the royal family on their visit 

to Fleetwood. “Heavy preparations” are in a forward state of progress, for the reception of her 

majesty, both by the authorities of the town and the L&YR, along the Preston and Wyre line, and 

especially at its Fleetwood terminus. Henry Houldsworth, the chairman of the company, was staying 

at Fleetwood when the first intimation was given of the probability of her majesty landing there; and 

he has taken an active part in the direction of the measures taken by the company to facilitate the 

accommodation and comfort of her majesty on her landing, and in her progress southward. 

Application has been made for the royal railway carriage, built for the use of her majesty […] by the 

LNWR […]. It is expected that this elegant specimen of railway coach building will be at Fleetwood 

tomorrow, 16th September 1847 in readiness for the reception of the queen on her arrival here 

[…]. 

The Bolton and Preston Railway, after being carried upon embankment across the Wyre water, has, 

or had, its ordinary terminus a little short of the town. But more recently, rails have been laid round 

the town from the railway station, to the pier; so that passengers to and from the sea can embark or 

debark without passing through the streets of the town. There is, almost contiguous to the landing 

place, an extensive yard, used for the reception of goods, and along this yard is laid a single line of 

rails, forming a sort of siding from the extension line carried round the town, and upon that siding 

will be placed the state railway carriage to which we have already referred. There remains only to 

form a passage, or covered way, from the landing place on the pier to the state carriage within this 

yard, a distance of not more than about eighty feet. This covered way is now in progress of erection, 

and of course, is to be covered with rich carpeting and, we believe, to be florally decorated, if time 

permits. A general cleaning and furbishing of the town has commenced, and, that spot which a few 

years ago was nothing but a sterile and arid rabbit warren, will put on the gay and holiday 

appearance […]  decked with the national flags, and crowded by tens of thousands of the queen’s 

loyal subjects […].  

In one respect Fleetwood may be said to have shown its loyalty and to be worthy of a royal visit. Its 

marine street is named Queen’s Terrace; and from this proceed in succession, from north to south, 

Kent Street; Victoria Street; Adelaide Street; and Albert Street. The influx of visitors is already great; 

and the beds bid fair to rise to premiums as rapidly […]. The L&YR is making every effort to supply 

the means of conveyance, not only from Manchester, Bolton, Liverpool, Wigan, Chorley and Preston 

but also from all the towns […] of their Yorkshire line, to Fleetwood, and there is likely to be an 

immense concourse of visitors […]. 

We understand that all passengers booked through from Manchester to Fleetwood, whether first, 

second, or third class carriages, will be entitled to standing places, in the goods yard already 

mentioned […]. This yard is adjoining to the pier within sight of the landing place […] a portion of 

the ground within the goods yard has been allotted to the residents of Fleetwood, for the erection 

thereon of stands, or stages, for the occasion. Up to this time (Tuesday afternoon, 14th. September 

1847) we are unable to announce the arrival of or any intimation as to the day of her majesty’s 

intended arrival at Fleetwood […] but that she is expected at that place on Thursday, Friday or 

Saturday […]. 

It is anticipated that the queen will land at once, and will proceed without delay to the state carriage 

provided for her use, and be forthwith conveyed by special train direct to London […]. Further 

information appears that her majesty’s arrival at Fleetwood is likely to take place at the 

commencement of next week rather that the present one […] intelligence on the arrival will be 

communicated by telegraph along the lines of railway. Forthwith, trains from the various stations will 

commence running to Fleetwood. We cannot show the continuation of the pier wall to the present 

station, but may state that it is about 2,400 feet in length, affording upon the premises of the railway 

company various ample areas, within which many thousand spectators may be placed, and without 
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the possibility of interruption or too close proximity to the royal party, may see the queen land, pass 

to the state railway carriage, and in it traverse the single line of rails from the pier to the passenger 

station. 

A. The royal yacht alongside the pier at its northern end. 

B. The covered landing stage at the north end of the pier where her majesty will land, and be 

received by the railway directors and other authorities. 

C. The royal state railway carriages, at the end of the temporary covered way, on the line of rails. 

D. Another line of rails. 

The dotted space B on the plan indicates a portion of the existing roofed landing place at the north 

end of the pier; about 100 feet of which in length will be railed off and carpeted for the reception of 

her majesty by those officials engaged. The landing will be facilitated by a sliding platform, or landing 

stage, to rum out from the pier, or landing stage, to the royal yacht. From this landing place her 

majesty […] will pass along a gallery (indicated by two diagonal lines in the plan) about 80 feet in  

length, and 16 feet wide, leading to the side rails, on which the state railway carriage will be placed. 

This gallery is now erected. Its sides are to be quite open, so as to afford an excellent view of her 

majesty, Prince Albert and the royal children, as they pass along. The gallery is roofed over, its floor 

carpeted, and it is in course of being suitably decorated […] with blue and white draperies, 

evergreens, etc. The line of rails on which the special train will be placed is about mid-way between 

the enclosed landing place on the pier and the fine pile of buildings fronting the water, named 

Queen’s Terrace; and the street there has a level six feet higher than the railway company’s ground, 

from which it is separated by a pavement wall. Adjoining this wall, and sloping from it to the level of 

the rails, are to be placed various platforms, or stages, erected by residents of Fleetwood. Other 

stages, belonging to the tenants of the railway company are to be placed south of Dock Street, 

which is the street joining the south end of Queen’s Terrace. The first class passengers will thus be 

placed nearest to the landing stage and the state carriage; the second class passengers a little to the 

southward of them, on both sides of the line of rails to be traversed by the special trains; and the 

third class passengers will be still further to the south, or nearest to the present station […]. We 

understand that the L&YR propose to appropriate the southern end of the landing shed, and the 

large space in front, to first class passengers, and the goods shed (the wooden sides of which will be 

removed), which is 160 feet in length, as well as certain stages adjoining, to second class passengers; 

and to allow third class passengers to occupy the spare ground south of the goods shed, extending 

to the southernmost end of the pier wall; also that along the line of rails (shown at the right side of 

the plan) will be placed seventy or eighty waggons, for the reception of those third class passengers 

who may wish to see the royal party from an elevated position. Behind these again, there will be 

placed seventy or eighty second class carriages, the roofs of which are intended to afford still further 

accommodation to third class passengers. All this extra accommodation for the gratification of the 

various classes of passengers will be provided without charge, on the part of the railway company. 

The admission to these places will necessarily be subject to regulation. All parties to Fleetwood, by 

railway, should take a double ticket, which will enable the holder to return either on the day of its 

issue, or on a future day; and admission to the places specified will be given on the tickets being 



1840 - 1849 

200 

shown at the barriers allotted to each respectively. Besides these liberal arrangements, the railway 

company have given up to parties resident in Fleetwood, excellent sites on their ground, for stages, 

or sloping platforms, for the convenience of parties, inhabitants or otherwise, who prefer to pay for 

the accommodation they offer; all these stages will be inspected by the company’s engineer, S 

Bidder, in order that their safety may be ensured. (Manchester Guardian, 15 September 1847) 

Notice that trains will go to Fleetwood on Sunday the 19th September 1847 to meet the arrival of 

the queen, from Leeds, Manchester, Bolton and Preston. Passengers may return by any train on the 

same or following day. Passengers taking 1st or 2nd class double tickets to Fleetwood will be entitled 

on showing their ticket to admission to the reserved enclosures near the place where her majesty is 

to land. On Monday morning her majesty is expected to leave Fleetwood by royal train at 8am the 

20th September 1847. A special through train will start from Salford station at 4.45am to be in time 

to witness her majesty’s departure. From Bolton a special train will leave at 4.30am and from 

Preston at 5.15am, returning the same day at one fare. 

(Manchester Guardian, 18 September 1847) 

The special train to convey her majesty to London is now in readiness and consists of the royal 

carriage, the carriage of the queen’s dowager and two new six wheeled carriages, four carriage 

trucks and two luggage vans belonging to the LNW Company. (Manchester Guardian, 18 September 

1847) 

A shocking fatality occurred near Sowerby Bridge station on the L&YR line on Thursday last, 16th

September 1847. At about 3.45pm that afternoon information was received at the company’s offices, 

Victoria station (transmitted from Rochdale thither by the electric telegraph), that a fatal accident 

had occurred to the express train which left Manchester for Leeds at 1.00pm that day. Immediately 

on receiving this information Messrs William Entwistle and Edward Harper, two of the directors of 

the company who happened to be in the office at that time, together with Mr Eckersley, the 

treasurer, and Mr Heron, the secretary, proceeded by special train to Sowerby Bridge for the 

purpose of giving all the assistance in their power to the sufferers, and of investigating the 

circumstances and cause of this lamentable catastrophe […]. It seems that the express train started 

at the usual time and shortly before two o’clock was going at its usual speed, when (as has only since 

been ascertained) a rail broke near the Luddenden Foot station, about 26 miles from Manchester. 

This appears to have been the primary cause of the accident […] for it threw the last carriage in the 

train (which consisted of four or five carriages) off the rails, it’s right side wheels being within the 

rails. In this state it seems to have continued for two miles, without having been observed by the 

conductors or engine driver; and we believe there was no guard on the roof of that carriage […] 

the wind was blowing quite a hurricane and the rain was falling in torrents; so that, amidst the noise 

of the storm, no shout of alarm could have been heard […].  

On the train approaching Sowerby Bridge platform, the last carriage was observed to be leaning 

outwards, or to the left or platform side of the rails. The down line, on which the train was running, 

is on the left or north side of the railway, and there is a passenger platform adjoining it at Sowerby 

Bridge. It was afterwards observed that the left wheels of the last carriage had scraped against the 

steps of the platform, and the resistance thus received righted the carriage again. The express does 

not stop at Sowerby Bridge, but proceeds from Todmorden to North Dean without stopping […].  

Some railway servants at Sowerby Bridge seeing that something was wrong about the last carriage 

made a signal to the engine driver which caused him to slacken his speed […]. Just beyond the 

platform is an ash-pit (a pit between two and three feet deep, and probably from twenty to thirty 

feet in length), which is sunk between the rails, so as to enable stokers to take the coke out of the 

fire-box of the engine. The right side wheels of the carriage being within the rails, plunged into this 

pit, the carriage leaning very much to the right; but still the train held its way; and the couplings 

remaining sound the carriage was dragged out of the pit again, and along the line, though all its 

wheels were off the rails…one pair of wheels attached to their axle were afterwards found lying 
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across a rail fifty or sixty yards beyond the pit and a little further on was found the second pair of 

wheels and their axle […].  

Thirty or forty yards beyond the wheels was found the right door of the front coupe wrenched off 

and lying on the ground. The carriage had a coupe at each end and two central compartments for 

second class passengers. It has not been ascertained whether any passengers were in either of these 

central parts; but there were three gentlemen in the front coupe and two in the hind coupe. About 

seventy or eighty yards further, probably 120 to 150 yards from the ash-pits is the Sowerby Bridge 

viaduct […]. On the middle of that viaduct were found three gentlemen, all of whom were 

occupants of the front coupe, seriously injured, all three were lying between the up and down rails. 

The train was finally brought to a standstill about 150 to 200 yards beyond the viaduct; the body of 

the carriage still upright, after losing its wheels, having been dragged like a sledge along over the rails, 

and the couplings connecting it with the next carriage still holding it. On the end of the viaduct 

nearest the station were found scattered glass and fragments of panels […]. One of the three 

gentlemen died before they reached the Royal Hotel, Sowerby Bridge. His name is Louis Gillard, in 

the employ of the Commercial Electric Telegraph Company and was residing at Wakefield. He was 

on his way to Leeds in connection with the telegraph and had the railway company’s pass ticket in 

his pocket. He was assistant instrument inspector of the company and had only been about five 

months in their service. A second victim died later. (Manchester Guardian, 18 September 1847) 

The L&YR gave orders to Mr Yates, upholsterer, Princess Street, Manchester, to fit up 100 feet in 

length of the roofed pier, (at Fleetwood) as a sort of reception saloon, for her majesty’ 

accommodation immediately on landing; and they also instructed him to decorate a covered way, or 

gallery, constructed for the occasion, leading direct from this saloon to a single line of rails, coming 

up abreast the north end of the pier, between it and the Queen’s Terrace, on which it was arranged 

the royal state carriages should be placed, so that the queen might pass to them direct, without the 

necessity of getting into any vehicle between the pier and the rails. To make our explanations more 

intelligent to those who have not seen the place, we give a hasty and imperfect plan, not to scale. 

A. The royal yacht lying abreast the pier. 

B. The landing place on the open pier. 

C. The decorated arch, at the entrance to the saloon on the covered pier. 

D. The throne placed for the queen if her majesty should receive the address of the inhabitants of 

Fleetwood. 
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The arrows show the direction taken by her majesty and the royal party from the landing stage, 

across the saloon, to the gallery leading to the royal carriage on the rails. 

For a week past, workmen have been busily engaged in constructing the gallery, the various barriers 

and divisions for the different classes of spectators. Mr Yates, with eight of his own workmen, 

assisted by a number of the railway company’s joiners and painters, has been busily engaged in 

upholstering and decorating the landing place, saloon and gallery. The whole of the flooring of these 

has been covered with crimson drugget, of which not less than 700 square yards were laid down 

[…]. 

The gallery was originally intended to be quite open at the sides, there being nothing above the floor 

but a skirting board, and the light woof pillars supporting the roof. Of these pillars there are sixteen 

on each side, about three yards apart, and the whole length of the gallery being thirty two yards, and 

sixteen feet in width. The gallery was finished as to the external construction, and over the 

framework of the roof had been extended some fine yet strong oil-casing, capable of resisting the 

wet, and sufficiently translucent to make the gallery quite light. But the furious storm on Wednesday 

evening assailed the whole erection with great force. The wind rushing in at the open sides, caught 

the oil-casing from below, inflated it like a balloon, and tore it into a thousand shreds; and on 

Thursday morning the place was roofless, and the labour of days destroyed. No time could be lost, 

Mr Yates came to Manchester, procured materials and returned with them to Fleetwood and before 

the evening had another roof on the gallery consisting of white, light blue and purple draperies 

covered with a thick casing of canvas to protect them from the weather. Since Wednesday night the 

almost incessant rains have greatly hindered the progress of the work…What may be called the 

gable of the north end of the pier (being a wall of timber, to shut out the bleak wind has two 

windows in it for the convenience of looking out seawardly) […] was made available to giving the 

welcome to her majesty in large capital letters […]. Henry Houldsworth, the L&YR chairman was to 

accompany the royal train which consisted of eleven carriages, as far as Preston from where Captain 

Huish would take charge to London […]. At 10.00am on Tuesday the queen and the royal party 

debarked from the royal yacht and walked from the landing stage to the train […]. Houldsworth and 

Huish took their seats in the first class carriage preceding the royal one; John Hawkshaw took his 

station on the engine […] the L&Y engine was replaced by a LNW engine at Farington […]. Two 

elegant miniature lithographed maps of all the lines of the L&YR in the two counties, mounted on 

white satin and folded up into a book-formed case, of which the inner backs were of blue satin, with 

the initials VR in gold; the outer backs were of red Morocco, richly gilded, were placed within the 

royal carriage. (Manchester Guardian, 22 September 1847) 

The wharf at Fleetwood is a very commodious one 860 yards in length […]. At this wharf there is 

10 feet of water at low water for 1,000 feet in length of the wharf. At spring tides there is 31 feet of 

water and the nine steamers belonging to the port (one for Ardrossan, two for Glasgow, two for 

Belfast, two the Isle of Man and one each for Bardsea and Furness), can all lie alongside the wharf. 

Recently an ingenious machine for supplying the steamers or other vessels with coal has been 

erected on the wharf, by means of which 100 tons of coal can be projected into the hold of a 

steamer in 40 minutes. 

Orders to pilots; “Whichever of her majesty’s steamers you may pilot you will observe the following 

rules; Berths at the Wharf. First or lower berth, the Victoria and Albert; second berth, the Scourge;

third berth, the Black Eagle.  

Berths of mooring buoy; First or lower mooring buoy, the longest of the other vessels; second buoy, 

the next longest; third buoy, the smallest of the other three vessels. 

You must each vessel time sufficient to get out of the way into the harbour before the vessel you 

pilot follows; and in coming to the jetty or mooring buoy, let your vessel have very little way. A boat 

will be in assistance to take a hawser…” 
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At the extreme north end of the landing pier just above the gable of the reception saloon a signalling 

staff is placed and two lines of flags were hoisted with the words “Welcome Queen”. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 September 1847) 

The L&YR give notice of building a branch railway from the Heywood branch extension in Bury to 

the East Lancashire Railway and to deviate from the original plan. (Manchester Guardian, 22 

September 1847) 

There were two guards on the train (involved in the accident at Sowerby Bridge), a “first guard”, 

who had the charge of the train and who sat inside a parcel van, just behind the tender, with his face 

turned backward, so that looking from a side window, he could see over the roofs of the seven 

carriages which formed the train. His brake was worked from inside, and this was the place assigned 

to him. The second guard was on top of the fourth carriage of the seven, in a sort of box, and sat 

looking front; working his brake from where he sat. Both guards were in their places […]. As is the 

custom both looked back, on emerging from the tunnel and then first perceived the last carriage 

swaying “from side to side”, and occasionally “jumping” and both applied their brakes. At Sowerby 

Bridge (and at all other station on the line) there is a line of thick wire extended, a few inches from 

the ground, for a length of 690 yards up the line, and a second wire (not connected with this) 

extended the same distance down the line. By means of handles at the station end of these wires, a 

signal can be made to the other ends, warning trains from approaching nearer, as there is some 

obstacle in the way. 

The body of the carriage, No.132, had been placed upon a truck by the side of the line for the 

inspection of the coroner and jury. Extracts for evidence given at the inquest; […] Rueben Booth, 

the parcel boy […] I don’t know exactly how old I am. I have been parcel boy here since the end of 1845; 

[…] Mr Newbegin, of Wakefield, of the electric telegraph company […]. I saw the guard […] at the 

new brake, on the carriage next the engine. The end of the brake is quite open, so that the guard could see 

to the end of the train. It is a new carriage like a covered van, in compartments for parcels […]. There was 

a broken rail at Luddenden Foot which was replaced while I was there. There were several rails’ length 

between this broken rail (an old one) and the newly laid rails. The rail was broken in two about 18 inches 

from one of the chairs, and the men had propped the rail up with a piece of wood under it […]. John 

Hawkshaw (said that) Ralph Swinburne looks after the plate layers, etc., between Normanton and 

Todmorden; Mr Watts at the Lancashire end of the line. Swinburne has an assistant, Thomas 

Newton, and together their duties are to have the charge of the platelayers and to see that parties 

preparing the way are attending to their duties, and generally that the rails are in order […]. It is not 

usual to put a heavy carriage at the end (of a train). This particular carriage would have to be unlocked, and 

left at Normanton, for Edinburgh […]. We have put a parcel van next the tender. The guard can see at the 

side of the top of the train. William Booker, foreman of the platelayers, of the length from Sowerby Bridge to 

Luddenden Foot, two miles; […] there are four men under me […]. On Thursday I walked over this length 

from Luddenden Foot to the tunnel with William Thomas, starting at half past eleven after the mail had gone 

down […]. When I got to the broken rail at Luddenden Foot it was packed up with a piece of timber under 

it. The clerk in charge at Luddenden Foot and George Thompson had done this. Mr Hawkshaw, in answer 

to the coroner, said that the metal (of the broken rail) being bright, it was clear that it was a fresh 

fracture […]. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 September 1847; Herapath, 25 September 1847) 

On Saturday afternoon last, 18th September 1847, two or three minutes after five o’clock as a goods 

train was leaving Victoria station for Leeds one of the wagons, about the centre of the train, got off 

the line and was carried in succession against two of the iron pillars of that portion of the shed 

which is built against the workhouse wall, breaking both these pillars and bringing down a third (the 

end one of the shed), and about 30 yards of the roof of the shed. The fallen roof immediately 

stopped the train; part of the materials in their descent struck the guard of the train who was riding 

on the last carriage and who was fortunately not seriously injured. It is supposed that a square set 



1840 - 1849 

204 

stone, which had been most culpably left on one of the rails by some men who were repairing the 

pavement between the lines, caused the wagon to get off the line. Workmen were immediately sent 

for from the engine house, and other parts of the line, and the rails were instantly cleared of the 

materials, the timber, iron, and slates of the roof; and till this was done trains started from, and 

arrival trains stopped, under the Ducie Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, Herapath, 25 September 

1847) 

We learn from the Manchester Examiner, that at the L&YR Company’s end of the Victoria station, 

an engine getting off the rails on Saturday last, 18th September 1847, and coming into collision with 

the last of the cast iron pillars which support the wrought iron roof, snapped it in two, bringing 

down immediately that portion of the roofing which it directly supported, and causing the two pillars 

next to it (the space between each pillar being about eight yards) to break also, bringing down a still 

further considerable part of the roof, producing a very loud report as each pillar fell, and presenting 

– with the fallen materials and the iron and glass work which hung midway between the top of the 

roof and the ground, threatening to come down every moment – a scene of ruin and desolation to 

the passengers who came in by the train a short time after the accident occurred. A number of men 

were instantly set to work to pull down the materials of the roof, as far as they appeared to be in 

danger of falling, which they accomplished and wholly cleared in the course of the evening. The 

outer compartment of the roof was propped up for the space of sixteen yards, but the extent of 

roofing which fell or was obliged to be taken down, was about 25 yards in length, and at least 20 

yards wide. The amount of damage is roughly estimated at from £400 to £500. (The Builder, 25 

September 1847) 

Report of the arrival of the Queen at Fleetwood. (Illustrated London News, 25 September 1847) 

The East Lancashire Railway give notice of trains between Blackburn and Manchester, via Parkside. 

From 1st October. 

From Manchester. 7.40am, 10.35am, 1.40pm, 4.00pm, 7.40pm. Sunday. 7.55am, 6.40pm. 

From Blackburn. 7.10am, 8.45am, 9.50am, 1.00pm, 3.30pm, 6.30pm. Sunday. 6.40am 5.30pm.  

(Manchester Guardian, 29 September 1847) 

October 
Report of the Oldham Alliance Railway meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 2 October 1847) 

 […] matters have already come to a crisis as on the East Lancashire line, where it has been “resolved 

to stop entirely the works on the Preston and Liverpool” portion of the line, and to induce, if possible the 

East Lancashire Company also “to suspend the progress of that part of the line near Liverpool which the 

two companies are constructing jointly”. (The Builder, 2 October 1847) 

A special meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 6th October 1847. 

(Manchester Examiner, 9 October 1847) 

Permission of the Railway Commissioners received to open the Mumps extension of the Oldham 

branch. (L&YR Minutes, 19 October 1847) 

The new line of railway extending from the present station at Oldham, to Mumps, was formally 

inspected on Saturday forenoon last, 16th October 1847, by one of the government inspectors of 

railways, who, after a searching examination of the two tunnels and the remainder of the line, 

pronounced the new portion in a fit state to be opened. It is, therefore, expected that this branch 

will, in the course of a few days, be opened for passenger traffic. It appears that the directors of the 

L&Y Company are making arrangements to establish a central station for the accommodation of the 

town. (Manchester Guardian, 20 October 1847) 
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Work on most new lines and stations on the L&YR has been suspended, with the exception of those 

very near completion, possibly until Spring, 1848. Large numbers of workmen have been discharged. 

Amongst the works to go forward the Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole line is the most important. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 October 1847; Herapath, 30 October 1847) 

L&YR. Alteration of trains will take place for the winter season. 

Opening of the Oldham branch extension at Mumps. The public are hereby informed that the 

Mumps station will be opened for public traffic on the 1st of November 1847 when the following will 

be the order for departure of trains. Note that each departure from the present Oldham station, 

locally known as Werneth station, will be five minutes later than the departures from Mumps. 

From Mumps station to Manchester.

Weekdays.
Morning 6.15 7.45 9.00 10.15 11.30
Afternoon 1.45 3.30 4.50 6.15 7.30
On Sundays. 
Morning 8.00 10.25
Afternoon 1.45 5.00 7.30

From Victoria station to Oldham.

Weekdays.
Morning 7.00 8.15 9.30 10.45
Afternoon 1.00 2.35 4.05 5.00 6.45
On Sundays.
Morning 9.30
Afternoon. 1.00 4.20 6.45

(Manchester Guardian, 23 October 1847) 

It is now definitely settled that the new portion of the Oldham branch railway is to be opened for 

passenger traffic on the 1st of the ensuing month, when the town and neighbourhood will be 

accommodated with three stations, namely the present, or Werneth station, the Town station, and 

the Mumps station. The Town station will be of a temporary character, but is to be fully improved as 

soon as time will allow. It is situate at the bottom of Clegg Street, now in course of formation; and, 

until the road is completed, the road to the station will be alongside the front of the gas works and 

through Greaves Street. (Manchester Guardian, 23 October 1847) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Accrington. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 October 1847) 

Yesterday, Friday, 29th October 1847 there was a temporary suspension of the communication by 

electric telegraph between Manchester and Normanton, Leeds and Rugby as the wires along the 

L&YR to Normanton and Leeds are undergoing inspection and repairs, and when in this state, the 

wires being more or less connected by the workmen, the means of transmitting messages are 

interrupted. The line was open to Liverpool; and we are glad to learn that the wires will, in all 

probability, be opened in a few days throughout the whole line. There is reason to hope that the 

communication from the Manchester Exchange to the railway station at Euston Square will be 

completed by Wednesday next. (Manchester Guardian, 30 October 1847) 

November 
Over half the workmen on the Liverpool and Bury Railway have been discharged, (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 November 1847) 

On Monday last, 1st November 1847, the new portion of railway lately formed from the west to the 

east of Oldham by the L&YR was opened for passenger traffic. The event was not marked by any 
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characteristic ceremonial, the first train in the morning departing from Mumps at 6.15am, in the 

ordinary manner, amidst the cheers of the hundreds of spectators who had assembled all-round the 

station. The succeeding trains maintained their time throughout the day with tolerable regularity, 

and proceeded along the new portion of the line and through the tunnels at a steady easy rate. The 

number of passengers, who travelled the new portion on the first day, was comparatively few, owing 

not only to the apprehensions generally felt in passing over a new line; but more particularly to the 

high rate of fares adopted.  

Considerable dissatisfaction has already been expressed at the amount of the advance which has 

taken place in the fares from all three stations at Oldham to Manchester, and the discontinuance of 

day or double tickets is an especial ground for complaint. Although the cost of the new portion of 

the branch has been extra-ordinarily great, £120,000, it was generally expected that an increase in 

the fares to the extent of a shilling from Mumps to Manchester and back, and the retention of the 

old prices at the old station, would have been the rate of charge adopted. The public dissatisfaction 

has already become so great that, yesterday morning, several coaches and omnibuses were placed 

on the Manchester and Oldham Road, at lower rates of charges than those on the railway. Very 

general complaints are also made of the want of two additional trains at night, from both termini, at 

later hours than those now running. (Manchester Guardian, 3 November 1847) 

A partial suspension of the works on the East Lancashire, at Burnley, took place on Monday week. It 

is said that Messrs Hattersley intend to employ none but their best and steadiest workmen during 

the winter. 

Orders have been issued, it is said, to suspend for a time, the prosecution of the works on the 

Blackburn, Clitheroe and North Western Extension Branch of the Bolton, Blackburn, Clitheroe & 

West Yorkshire Railway Company. (The Builder, 13 November 1847) 

Letter commenting on the condition of Walkers Croft Cemetery, where graves, containing fifty to 

sixty coffins, were covered with a minimum of earth. Graves were left covered with a few boards to 

await the next coffin. It was estimated that upwards of 40,000 bodies have been buried during the 

present century. The cemetery is separated by the Leeds railway from the workhouse, now 

crowded with paupers, and on the other side the river Irk divides it from the parish fever ward, 

which has 379 patients, and from the densely populated Millgate district, the Chetham’s Hospital and 

the Grammar School. By the railway thousands of people are coming daily and therefore come 

within the range of its pestilential vapours. (Manchester Guardian, 24 November 1847. 

L&YR. Public notice is hereby given, that on and after Wednesday next, the 1st of December 1847 

the times of departure and arrival of trains will be regulated by Greenwich, or London, time which is 

ten minutes before Manchester time. (Manchester Guardian, 27 November 1847) 

December 
The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the works for a coal siding, loading stage and inclined 

tramroad to Clough Colliery, near Ringley. (Manchester Guardian, 24 December 1847) 
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1848 
February 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Monday, 21st January 1847. 

(Manchester Examiner, 1 February 1848; Herapath, 5 February 1848) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Monday, 31st January 1848 to determine whether a 

contract shall be entered into, or not, within the twelve months next after the passing of the said 

act, for executing the works of an extension railway, from that portion of the L&YR which was 

heretofore called the Liverpool and Bury Railway, commencing at, or near, Love Lane, in Liverpool, 

and terminating at, or near, Tithebarn Street […]. By an act of Parliament passed in the recent short 

session, introduced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer for the purpose of remedying as far as could 

be done at that late period, the omissions and erroneous proceedings of the previous Parliament, no 

works not commenced, or contracted for, before the passing of that act, could be proceeded with 

within twelve months after that date, without the special consent of the railway commissioners, or 

shareholders. When the directors decided to proceed with that small portion of the works, they at 

once determined to call the shareholders together; being anxious to afford them every explanation, 

for the purpose of securing that unity of opinion and feeling at all times desirable […]. The proposed 

station in Tithebarn Street would abut upon the Exchange, and was the most central that could be 

provided in that large and populous town […] the distance of the line when completed would be 

thirty six miles from the Salford station to the Exchange in Liverpool […] the proposal for the 

extension line, from the Liverpool Borough Gaol to Tithebarn Street was carried. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 February 1848; Herapath, 5 February 1848) 

The works on the Burnley branch of the L&YR are again resumed. The Kitson Wood tunnel, near 

Todmorden, is progressing rapidly and as many hands are now employed as can find room to work. 

The works are proceeding both day and night. (Manchester Guardian, 9 February 1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of station buildings and goods warehouses. 

Some of the buildings will be entirely of timber. Drawings and specifications of five stations and four 

warehouses can be obtained from the offices, Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 12 February 1848) 

Mr George Thomson’s tender, £1,120, accepted for warehouse at Mumps station. (L&YR Minutes, 15 

February 1848) 

Balance due to McCormick, £2,050-3s-11d, on the Liverpool and Bury certificates to be paid. The 

company prepared to authorise him to proceed with the Liverpool and Bury line at a rate to secure its 

opening on the 1st July 1848, if he will take payments to the extent of half the estimated amount of 

his certificates in Bonds at par, viz. February £7,000, March £15,000, April £25,000, May £25,000, 

June £25,000. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 16 February 1848) 

On Saturday, 12th February 1848 forty clerks of the L&YR dined with the heads of several 

departments and the principal officers of the company at the Palatine Hotel, Manchester, to 

celebrate a change in the business hours of the offices, which came into operation on 1st February, 

1848. Previously the hours were from 9.00am to 7.00pm with 1½ hours for lunch; but the clerks, 

finding that they could not attend evening lectures or classes, memorialised the board to change the 

hours of attendance to eight hours daily, without interval – namely, from 9.00am to 5.00pm; to 

which request, though apparently involving a loss of half an hour to the company, the directors 

acceded. (Manchester Guardian, 19 February 1848) 

Notice given to open the Bacup branch on 4th March 1848. (Minutes, 22 February 1848) 

McCormick agreed (to the proposal of 16th February), provided £10,000 in bonds be paid out of his 

retentions and no interest charged after 1st January 1848 on the £10,000 advanced on account of 

plant when work commenced. 
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£6,000 to be paid to Mr Thornton on account of work done on the Methley branch. (L&YR Minutes, 

23 February 1848) 

It is proposed to open the Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole line on 25th March 1848. (L&YR Minutes, 

29 February 1848) 

March 
The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Southport Railway was held on Monday, 28th

February 1848. It was reported that operations had been confined to “a portion of the line, about three 

miles in length, passing through Wigan, and forming a junction with the Liverpool and Bury Railway, to the 

east and west of the town. Your directors anticipate that this junction of the works will be completed by July 

next, so as to be ready for opening simultaneously with the Liverpool and Bury Railway”. (Manchester 

Examiner, 29 February 1848; Manchester Guardian, 1 March1848) 

Traffic returns of the Blackburn Darwen and Bolton Railway from 5th August 1847 to 31st December 

1847 on the line opened from Blackburn to Darwen is £1,534 September 7d. The number of 

passengers in 1st class is 3,201 and the receipts £120 October 2d; in 2nd class 6,489 and£187-19-4d; 

in 3rd class 88,484 and £1,212-13-4d; parcels £13 June 9d. (Manchester Guardian, 1 March1848) 

Report of the Oldham Alliance Railway meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 1 March1848) 

Report of the L&YR half yearly meeting. (Manchester Guardian; Herapath, 4 March1848) 

The Wakefield Pontefract and Goole Railway invite tenders for the formation of the unfinished 

portion of the Methley branch, being about three miles. (Manchester Guardian, 4 March1848) 

Tender of G Thomson, £240, to be accepted for erection of a wooden station house at Bury. (East 

Lancashire Railway Minutes, 8 March1848) 

East Lancashire Railway. Submission; Whereas we the undersigned, Thomas Parkinson of Ewood 

Bridge, cotton spinner, and John Pilling of Bury, late a porter in the employ of the company did, on 

the 17th day of December last, 1847, and on other occasions, cause several loaded waggons to be 

brought on the East Lancashire Railway, between Lumb and the Ewood Bridge station and used the 

points and sidings at the said station without any authority of the company, and in consequence of 

such unlawful and improper proceedings, a collision took place on the railway, which was fortunately 

unattended by any injury to life, limb or property. And whereas the directors of the company have 

preferred indictments against us for the said offences, and which indictments now stand for trial, but 

have at our earnest solicitation agreed to forgo further proceedings on our paying the sum of £50 

[…] and on out paying all costs incurred by the company and making public expression of our regret 

for the misconduct of which we have been guilty […] dated 4th March, 1848. (Manchester Guardian, 

11 March1848) 

The Halifax contract let to Miller and Blackie for completion 1st February 1850. Or, if the directors 

so desire, on 1st February 1851, in which case £3,000 to be added to the contract sum. (L&YR

Minutes, 14 March1848) 

On Wednesday week, seven out of the thirteen arches, forming part of a viaduct erecting at 

Manchester by the L&YR Company, to connect the lines of that company with the LNWR line at 

Ardwick, gave way. Eight of the arches had been erected before the winter. The centres had been 

taken from the six of the arches, when the seventh arch sprang upwards from the centre and fell, 

followed momentarily by the whole of the other six […]. The loss will be about £1,000. The 

thickness of the masonry was half a brick less than that usually adopted for arches of the same kind, 

but the accident is attributed to the want of scientific knowledge, or judgement, in the ballasting. 

(The Builder, 18 March1848) 



1840 - 1849 

209 

Contract for iron bridge work on the Liverpool and Bury line near Liverpool Borough Gaol let to R 

Dalgish Junr. For £8,475. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 21 March1848) 

Captain Laffan, of the Royal Engineers, inspector of railways, examined the Wakefield Pontefract and 

Goole Railway on Wednesday last, 22nd March 1848. After a most minute’s inspection of the whole 

of the works, he expressed himself highly pleased with the general appearance of the line and 

stability of the works. We understand the line is to be opened by the directors on Wednesday next, 

and thrown open to the public a day or two afterwards. Captain Laffan was accompanied in his 

inspection by Mr Harris, the engineer to the line, Mr Hawkshaw, of the L&YR, and several other 

gentlemen. (Manchester Guardian, 25 March1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway extension line from Rawtenstall to Newchurch was opened on Monday, 

27th March 1848 for passenger traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 29 March1848) 

April 
Works on the Blackburn Darwen and Bolton Railway between Darwen and Bolton are going on 

very satisfactorily and are fast approaching completion. The tunnel mouth at the Darwen end has 

been cut open, and people on foot can now walk tight into the tunnel. This end will be complete as 

soon as the stone facing of the entrance is finished, the remainder of the tunnel will be finished in a 

very short time. This tunnel, 1¼ miles in length, has been in progress for about two years and a half, 

and has been one of the easiest to make of all tunnels in the kingdom […]. The greatest depth which 

it attains below the level of the earth is about ninety yards. (Manchester Guardian, 29 March1848) 

L&YR. Opening of the Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole section. The public are respectfully informed 

that the line from Wakefield to Goole will be opened for public traffic on and after the 1st April 1848. 

The trains will depart to and from Wakefield and Goole as follows; 

Weekdays
From Wakefield to 
Goole at  

9.05a
m 

11.2
5am  

2.35
pm  

7.03
pm 

From Goole to 
Wakefield at  

7.30a
m 

9.40a
m  

1.03
pm  

5.30
pm 

Oldham branch. Weekdays. An additional train will leave Manchester for Oldham at 8.10pm and one 

from Oldham to Manchester at 8.50pm. (Manchester Guardian, 1 April 1848) 

The opening of the Wakefield Pontefract and Goole Railway took place on Wednesday, 29th March 

1848 on which occasion the chairman and directors of the L&YR Company, to whom the line now 

belongs, invited about 700 gentlemen and ladies to accompany them in their excursion over the line 

from Wakefield to Goole. 28½ miles, and back; and a sumptuous dinner and banquet was provided 

in the Town Hall of Pontefract for the directors, shareholders, and others interested in the works, 

or resident in the neighbourhood of the line. 

The Wakefield Pontefract and Goole Railway is 28½ miles in length, commencing at Wakefield on 

the Manchester and Leeds Railway, and terminating at Goole. The principal town between the 

termini is the borough of Pontefract. Captain Laffan, inspector of railways, examined the railway on 

Monday last, 27th March 1848, and after a most minute inspection of the whole of the works 

expressed himself highly pleased with the general appearance of the line and stability of the works. 

The stations are first, Wakefield; Featherstone 6 miles, Pontefract 8 miles, Knottingley 11 miles, 

Whitley Bridge 16 miles, Hensall 19 miles, Snaith 22 miles  Rawcliffe 24 miles and Goole 28½ miles. 

Commencing on the south side and at the east end of the Wakefield station, the Goole line curves 

off to the south east upon an embankment, and proceeds for a mile and a half to Agbrigg, where, by 

an iron bridge, it crosses the Barnsley Canal; and, about the same point, a short branch of half a mile 

strikes off, nearly due south, to join the MR at Oakenshaw, which is henceforth to be the route for 
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London and the south from the L&YR. At half a mile from this spot, the main line passes under the 

MR, at Oakenshaw, by means of a cutting, at nearly right angles, through the embankment which 

sustains that great trunk line. From the cutting through the Midland, the Goole line runs, upon a 

very high embankment, with an incline of 1 in 150 (the steepest on the line) until it passes over the 

Wakefield and Doncaster Road. For a line of its length, the WPG has a full average of cuttings and 

embankments. The deepest cutting is 26 feet, and some of the embankments are about the same 

height. Our engine driver appeared to have no fear of the solidity and perfect construction of the 

works for he took us over several parts of the line at the rate of 50 miles per hour. In the parish of 

Featherstone […] we pass under a brick bridge, built expressly for His Royal Highness the Prince of 

Wales, who, as Duke of Lancaster, is lord of the soil.  

The Pontefract station, although the largest between the termini, and built for the convenience of 

the town which had the honour of originating the line, is of rather plain exterior, and internally is 

adapted more for convenience that for show. This station is in Pontefract Park, just outside the 

town, on the north side. Here, by the Methley branch of five miles, which is to be let this day 

(Thursday, 30th. March), and is to be opened on the 1st. of January next, trains will arrive from Leeds, 

and proceeding hence to Knottingley, where the Askern branch commences, will turn off towards 

Doncaster and near that town get upon the GNR, which will be by 15 to 20 miles the shortest route 

between […] Leeds and London. Between Pontefract and Knottingley we cross the Great North 

Road. The Knottingley station is in the Swiss style, and, being built of white brick, which is the case 

with about every alternate station, affords an agreeable variety. Here we have the junction of the 

Askern branch, which is to be opened in the beginning of May. Over this branch, then, and past the 

town of Knottingley will be the route between London and Leeds and Glasgow […]. From 

Knottingley to Whitley Bridge, is five miles, and three more thence to Hensall situate in the midst of 

a great barley district […].  

The market town of Snaith is 22 miles from Wakefield, Rawcliffe 24 miles and throughout the 

remaining the remaining 4.5 miles of the line which passes over a flat country, we met with nothing 

calling for particular remark until we approached Goole. Goole station has its eastern frontage in 

Aire Street […]. On the south side of the station, and close to it, is the Railway Dock, 600 feet in 

length by 250 feet in breadth. Altogether there are 15 or 16 acres of docks. The Ship, the Packet, 

and the Railway docks, with the communication and between them have 18 feet of water at spring 

tides. In the street adjoining the Railway Dock, is a coal station for the accommodation of the town, 

and of carts from the country; and in every respect, both the Aire and Calder Navigation Company 

and the railway company appear to have made due preparation for the traffic which may be fairly 

anticipated upon line. (Manchester Guardian, 1 April 1848) 

The Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole line opened on 1st. April 1848.  

The tender of Pearson and Woodhouse, £37,991-13-0d, accepted for the Methley branch works, 

including bridge over river Calder. (L&YR Minutes, 4 April 1848) 

The Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole line was opened on Wednesday week (29th March 1848). It is 

28½ miles in length. At Goole the line opens close to a railway dock, 600 feet long by 250 feet 

broad, and is connected with other docks, extending in all, over 15 to 16 acres, with 18 feet water 

at spring tides. The Goole and Knottingley Canal is crossed by an iron bridge 88 feet 6 ins, in single 

span, and covering both the canal and the travelling path of 11 feet wide. The Knottingley station is 

said to be in the Swiss style, and of white brick, of which almost every other alternate station is built. 

Mr Thornton is the contractor for the whole works and Mr Harris the engineer. (The Builder, 15 

April 1848) 

Mr Lewis authorised to proceed to buy the land yet remaining unpurchased on the Ardwick branch. 

(L&YR Minutes, 18 April 1848) 
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Claim by Mr Royle on account of his agreement of 1843 to work the Heywood branch. (L&YR

Minutes, 19 April 1848) 

May 
Mr Meek to prepare plans and specifications for the (Liverpool) Dock branch immediately. (L&YR

Minutes, 1 May 1848) 

Heywood extension to Bury opened on 1st May 1848 under the approval of the Railway

Commissioners dated 29th April 1848. (L&YR Minutes, 2 May 1848) 

The new route from Manchester to Bury was opened yesterday Monday, 1st May 1848. The trains 

leave Victoria station, and proceed on the main line towards Leeds, to near Blue Pits, where the new 

fork commences, and forms a junction with the main line and the Heywood branch considerably, and 

removes the inconvenience hitherto experienced by passengers having to change carriages at Blue 

Pits. The trains then proceed on the Heywood branch to Heywood, which has been made from a 

single to a double line of way, From Heywood, where the extension to Bury commences, the trains 

proceed through works of a heavy character, almost the whole distance to Bury. The excavations on 

the east side of the river Roach alone contained above half a million cubic yards, and the valley of the 

Roach is crossed by a very substantial timber viaduct, at a height of 70 feet above the river. On 

emerging from the large cutting the eye of the traveller at once meets the populous village of Heap 

Bridge, the picturesque valley of the Roach, the surrounding hills studded with houses, and the town 

of Bury beneath, which afford a very interesting prospect. On the opening of the Liverpool and Bury 

Railway, in a few months, this extension will become a main through line between L&Y. The spirited 

contractors, Messrs George and Peter Thomson, have executed the works in a creditable and 

substantial manner, the railway being very strong, and in excellent condition, has admitted of the 

trains commencing with a fair speed. The first express train occupied 22 minutes in running from 

Bury to Manchester, including the taking up of passengers at Heywood. The works have been 

executed under the direction of the company’s engineer, Mr Hawkshaw, and the acting engineer, Mr 

Brunlees. (Manchester Examiner, 2 May 1848) 

On Monday last, 1st May 1848, the branch of the L&YR completing the communication, by that 

company’s line, between Manchester and Bury, was opened. The trains commenced running at 

8.00am and continued to do so during the day. At 2.30pm, Mr Barnes, one of the directors, the 

secretary, engineer, treasurer, and other officers of the company, proceeded in one of the trains to 

Bury, where they were met by several gentlemen of that town, and partook of a cold collation at the 

invitation of the latter. It is intended to run from Manchester to Bury in half an hour which time is 

the time occupied between the two places by the East Lancashire line. One of the trains, however, 

on Monday, ran between Manchester and Bury in twenty minutes. There will be seven trains daily 

each way, except Sundays, when there will be four. The only station between Heywood and Bury 

will be at Heap Bridge. At present, there is only a temporary erection as a station at Bury, but a 

large and commodious one is intended to be erected on the site of the present temporary building, 

which, from its contiguity to the market, is exceedingly convenient […]. The new line forms a link of 

communication between Manchester and the Liverpool and Bury line, the works on which are under 

contract to be completed in July. (Manchester Guardian, 3 May 1848) 

Notice given to open the Askern branch on 1st. June 1848. Contractor to be requested to proceed with 

the Methley branch under Mr. Hawkshaw’s instructions, as soon as the contract is signed. (L&YR

Minutes, 3 May 1848) 

The works on the Bolton Blackburn Clitheroe and West Yorkshire Railway are progressing with the 

utmost rapidity and it is confidently asserted that the line will be opened through to Manchester 

early in June. The Darwen tunnel and the viaduct at Bradshaw Brook are very nearly completed. 

During the week the directors have let the building of the goods’ warehouse at Darwen. This 

building will be 134 feet long and 50 broad; and is to be completed about the middle of July. 
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Passenger stations at Darwen and Blackburn are both rapidly progressing towards completion, and 

will, no doubt, be nearly ready when the line is opened. 

The works on the East Lancashire Railway are also getting on fast; and it is expected to be opened in 

June or July. The East Lancashire line is the longer of the two. (Manchester Guardian, 10 May 1848) 

On Friday last, 5th May 1848 tenders were received at the office of the Darwen railway station for the 

erection of a goods’ warehouse near the Darwen railway station measuring 130 feet by 50. We 

understand that the tender of Samuel Duckworth, of Blackburn, was accepted. (Manchester Examiner. 

13 May 1848) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of timber station houses on the Liverpool and Bury Railway 

and the Cleckheaton Valley railway. (Manchester Guardian, 13 May 1848; Manchester Examiner, 20 

May 1848) 

A platelayer was prosecuted for using a loaded waggon between Springside station (sic) and 

Summerseat station without the consent of the East Lancashire Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 17 

May 1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway announce Whitsun Holiday Special Trains. Sunday and Charity Schools, 

with their teachers conveyed from Manchester to Summerseat, or any intermediate station, and 

back, at 6d each; and from Manchester to Newchurch, or stations beyond Summerseat, and back, at 

9d each, from Whit Monday to Whit Saturday, inclusive. (Manchester Examiner, 23 May 1848) 

The Burnley branch to be laid single line only. (L&YR Minutes, 23 May 1848) 

The Askern branch inspected on 29th May 1848, to be opened privately on 5th June and to the public 

on 6th June. (L&YR Minutes, 30 May 1848) 

The extra-ordinary and general meetings of the East Lancashire Railway were held on Monday 29th

May 1848. (Manchester Examiner, 30 May 1848) 
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Manchester and Leeds Railway timetable.

Depart Victoria station to Leeds Depart Leeds to Victoria station
Class Time Class Time
1,2,3, 6.15am; 1,2,3, 6.15am
Express, 8.45am; 1,2, 7.30am
1,2, 9.00am; Express 9.10am
1,2,3, 10.15am; 1,2,3, 9.40am
1,2,3, 11.00am; 1,2, 10.40am
Express, 1.00pm; Express, 12.45pm
1,2,3, 2.15pm; 1,2,3, 2.00pm
1,2, 3.30pm; 1,2, 3.30pm
Express 5.00pm; 1,2, 4.30pm
1,2,3, 6.00pm; 1,2,3, 6.30pm
1,2, 7.30pm. 1,2, 8.00pm
Sundays Sundays
1,2,3, 8.00am; 1,2,3, 7.00am
1,2,3, 10.15am; 1,2,3, 10.40am
1,2,3, 5.00pm; 1,2,3, 6.10pm
1,2,3, 7.30pm. 1,2,3, 8.00pm

Manchester Victoria to Oldham;
7.
00
a
m 

8.
15
a
m 

9.
30
a
m 

10
.4
5a
m 

1.
00
p
m 

2.
35
p
m 

4.
05
p
m 

5.
35
p
m 

6.
45
p
m 

8.
10
p
m 

9.
25
p
m 

Sundays;
9.
30
a
m 

1.
00
p
m 

4.
20
p
m 

6.
45
p
m 

9.
15
p
m 

Oldham to Manchester
6.15
am 

7.45
am 

9.00
am 

10.1
5am 

11.3
0am 

1.45
pm 

3.30
pm 

4.50
pm 

6.15
pm 

7.30
pm 

8.50
pm. 

Sundays
8.00
am 

10.1
5am 

.

1.45
pm 

5.00
pm 

7.30
pm 

Manchester to Stalybridge;
9.
1
5a
m  

10.
40
am 

12.
00
pm 

1.
4
0
p
m  

4.
2
0
p
m  

6.
15
p
m  

9.
1
0
p
m 

Sundays; 
8.
1

10.
20

2.
4

7.
30

9.
3



1840 - 1849 

214 

5a
m 

am 5
p
m 

p
m 

0
p
m 

Stalybridge to Manchester; 
8.
1
5a
m 

9.5
5a
m 

11.
20
am 

1.
0
0
p
m 

3.
0
0
p
m 

5.
10
p
m, 

7.
1
0
p
m 

Sundays; 
7.
1
0a
m 

9.1
5a
m 

2.
0
0
p
m 

6.
20
p
m 

8.
1
5
p
m 



1840 - 1849 

215 

Manchester to Bolton Bolton to Manchester
Class Time Class Time
1,2,3 8.00am 1,2,3, 7.30am
1,2,3 8.30am 1,2,3 8.40am
1,2,  9.30am Express  9.35am
1,2,3 11.00am 1,2,3   10.15am
1,2 11.30am 1,2,3 11.50am
1,2,3 12.45pm 1,2,3 12.30pm
Express 2.15pm 1,2 1.30pm
1,2 2.30pm 1,2,3 2.30pm
1,2,3 3.25pm 1,2,3 3.30pm
Express 5.00pm Express 5.05pm
1,2,3, 5.15pm 1,2, 6.30pm
1,2    6.15pm 1,2,3 7.45pm
1,2,3 7.30pm 1,2,3 8.00pm
1,2,3 8.30pm 1,2,3 9.15pm
Sundays Sundays
1,2,3 7.30am 1,2,3 8.00am
1,2,3 9.15am 1,2,3 9.20am
1,2,3 1.00pm 1,2,3 2.00pm
1,2,3 6.00pm 1,2,3 7.15pm
1,2,3 8.15pm 1,2,3 9.25pm

Manchester to Bury.
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* no third class.

(Manchester Examiner, 30 May 1848) 

Most of the buildings in the Wallgate, Wigan, required for the Manchester and Southport Railway, 

are about to be removed immediately, the company having now made arrangements for the 

purchase and compensation with all the owners and tenants. The bridge over the Wallgate Street 

under which the line passes, is to be at once commenced; and preparations for the bridge through 

which the line passes in the North Union Railway embankment, are also in a forward state. These 

two bridges will doubtless be the most important part of the work in passing through the borough. 

(Manchester Guardian, 31 May 1848) 

June 
L&YR. Wakefield, Pontefract and Goole Section. Opening of the Askern branch for Doncaster. The 

public are respectfully informed that the above line from Knottingley to Doncaster will be opened to 

Stockbridge station, for public traffic on and after Tuesday, the 6th. of June 1848; and that the 

following will be the times of departures from Doncaster per omnibuses from the Company’s Offices, 

Angel Inn to Stockbridge station; and Wakefield, in connection with trains to and from Leeds, 

Manchester, Liverpool, Bradford, Halifax, Huddersfield, and York. 
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An omnibus leaves Knottingley, after the arrival of Nos. 2 and 5 up trains from Doncaster, conveying 

passengers to Burton Salmon station for trains to York and returns from Burton Salmon after the 

arrival of trains leaving York at 9.50am and 2.45pm arriving at Knottingley for Nos. 2 and 4 down 

trains for Doncaster. On Sundays, this omnibus also meets Nos. 1 and 2 down and No. 2 up trains. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 June 1848) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 31st May 1848. (Manchester Guardian, 

Manchester Examiner, 3 June 1848) 

A portion of the Bolton Blackburn Clitheroe and West Yorkshire Railway was opened in August 

last, 1847, from Blackburn to Darwen, and the remainder of the line, from the latter place to Bolton, 

is now in such a state of forwardness that it is expected it will be opened to the public in about 

three weeks or a month. Such being the case, we have taken the opportunity of walking up the line 

from Bolton to the tunnel through Bull Hill. The iron bridge in Bradshawgate, where the line passes 

under the street, consists of fifty two beams, varying in weight from six to ten tons, according to 

situation and the total weight of the iron is 400 tons. From this bridge, which is near the terminus, 

we advance to the Croal viaduct, a work of considerable magnitude, commencing a little below the 

Parish Church, and passing over the river Croal and the canal and road, at Church Wharf, and 

terminating at the corner of the residence of the Rev. Franklin Baker. This viaduct consists of six 

masonry arches, which are circular segments of 36 feet span, and 12 feet rise each, and four cast 

iron oblique arches, of 76 feet span on the oblique face, and 13 feet rise.  

The greatest height of the viaduct, from the surface of the canal, is about 50 feet. The iron work is 

from the foundry of John Ogle & Sons, of Preston, and it is said that the weight will be about 768 

tons.  From this we pass on, almost immediately to the Tonge viaduct, a stupendous work, 

consisting of a long range of seventy three arches, which have a pleasing and imposing effect. Of 

these arches, twenty are semi-circular, and 40 feet span each; fifteen are semi-circular, and 30 feet 

span; the Folds Road arch, 45 feet span; ten semi-circular, and 24 feet span each; twenty five semi-

circular, and 14 feet span each; and two elliptic arches of 30 feet span, intended for proposed new 

streets.  

The piers of the 40 feet arches are six feet thick at the springing, increasing downwards to the 

foundations by a batter on each side of half an inch to the foot. The greatest height of the viaduct is 

seventy three feet, where it crosses over the river Tonge, between the bridge and the bleach works 

of John Slater. The line now emerges from the town […]. At Tonge Head there is an iron bridge, 

with stone abutments, and, a little further on, another, of very neat construction, being for the 

private road of Henry Ashworth, of The Oaks […] at the foot of the Turton and Entwistle reservoir 

is constructed the Bradshaw Brook viaduct, a stupendous piece of work, the height of which is 114 

feet.  

This viaduct consists of nine semi-circular arches, 50 feet span each. The greatest height from the 

brook is 114 feet, and the lowest from the ground at the ends is, at the north side 60 feet, and at 

the south 40 feet. The piers are six feet nine inches thick, at the springing of the arches, increasing in 

thickness downwards by a batter of half an inch to the foot on each side to the foundations. From 

this place there is nothing remarkable, till we reach the tunnel through Bull Hill, which is 2,020 yards 

in length. In the construction of this tunnel there were thirteen working shafts, the deepest of which 

was 86 yards, and the shortest 40 yards. (Manchester Guardian, 3 June 1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway intend to proceed with the Liverpool North Docks branch without delay. 

(Minutes, 7 June 1848) 
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In order to give time for negotiating for a permanent arrangement with the L&YR, Mr Nichol to be 

authorised to arrange with the L&YR for the working of the (Liverpool Crosby and Southport 

Railway) line between Waterloo and Southport at £4 per cent of the gross receipts, the L&YR to 

provide the necessary plant and to take the carriages already ordered by this company at cost price.

(Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway Minutes, 8 June 1848) 

L&YR excursion from Manchester to Hull and back, via Goole, on Monday, June the 12th. and 

Thursday, the 15th., returning (to Manchester) on the 15th., or 19th. Covered carriages and best cabin, 

6s 6d; Open carriage and second cabin, 4s 6d. (On 17th. June it was reported that 600 people 

travelled on both days) (Manchester Guardian, 10 June 1848) 

Report of the L&YR meeting. (Herapath, 10 June 1848) 

Offer by the L&YR for working the (Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway) line declined, as it 

“does not include all the expenses which the directors consider ought to be included”. (Liverpool 

Crosby and Southport Railway Minutes, 12 June 1848) 

Mr Hacking reported that the iron roof at Bury station was giving way, but he had taken precautions 

to prevent it falling. (Minutes, 12 June 1848) 

A government inspector, Captain Wynne, RE, went over the Bolton, Blackburn and West Yorkshire 

Railway line on Saturday, 10th June 1848 and reported the works as satisfactory; and on Monday one 

of the lines of rails was opened to the public. At a quarter before ten o’clock an engine and four 

carriages arrived at Bolton from Blackburn with passengers, and on reaching Bradshawgate bridge, 

where the line passes under the street, the train, by some means, got off the rails, and caused 

considerable alarm to the passengers; but no damage was sustained […]. We understand that the 

other line of rails will be opened in the course of the present week. (Manchester Guardian, 14 June 

1848) 

On Saturday last, 10th June 1848, Captain Wynne, the government inspector of railways, went over 

the Blackburn and Bolton railway in company with Mr Flanagan, engineer-in-chief, and Mr O’Hagan, 

assistant engineer, preparatory to reporting as to its fitness for public traffic. Captain Wynne walked 

through the tunnel, and closely inspected all the works, and having spent nearly four hours on the 

line, expressed his entire approval of it, especially of the more difficult portions of the undertaking, 

observing that he had never seen better work upon a railway. This favourable opinion induced the 

directors to issue notice that the line would be opened to Bolton on Monday, 12th June 1848; and 

the first train, consisting of eight carriages, accordingly started from Blackburn at five minutes past 

seven. There was a full complement of passengers, a band of music, and some parties bearing flags, in 

the train. The engineer, Mr T Flanagan and the secretary, Mr F W James, accompanied it; and the 

journey to Bolton was accomplished easily in thirty eight minutes, being two minutes under the time 

allowed. The return journey was performed in thirty six minutes. The trains throughout the day 

were crowded with passengers; and all expressed the utmost satisfaction at the excellence of the 

works, the comfort of the carriages and that so useful an undertaking was finally completed. We may 

as well mention here that it is proposed to open one line of rails only for the first three days so that 

the engines employed by the contractor in completing some of the details of the works may have 

the other line to run upon, by which means all interruptions, inconveniences and danger, likely to 

have arisen by letting the “working” engines, and waggons, pass along the line used for traffic will be 

avoided. The second line of rails will, we understand, be opened this day, Wednesday […]. 

However much we may regret that the two companies who have provided the town with railway 

accommodation could not agree to have one final station in Blackburn for the convenience of both, 

we must say that the inhabitants have gained a very handsome building by the difference. The station, 

built by the Bolton Company, in general appearance and point of arrangement, is certainly very 

superior to that erected by the East Lancashire Company. The waiting rooms are larger, loftier, and 

more numerous, refreshment rooms are added; and the building itself is more imposing in style, and 
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more in its details. The length of the building, which is in the Italian style, is 250 feet, and it consists 

of two wings and a central portion of two storeys. The wings are each 60 feet in length, the central 

portion 130 feet. In front a portico of sufficient dimensions to allow carriages to be driven under, 

surmounted by a pierced parapet, attracts the attention and relieves the façade of the building. The 

windows are formed of ornamental moulded jambs, with sills and entablature, supported by richly 

cut consoles.  

The cornice, which forms the principal ornament of an Italian building, is bold and profusely 

moulded. It consists of an entablature supported by cantilevers. The chimneys are novel in form and 

improve the general effect of the design. The portico extends 30 feet from the front of the building 

and is 48 feet in width. After passing under the portico you enter by a door on either side of a bay 

window into the booking office, a spacious and lofty room, 47 feet by 35 feet in size. The passengers’ 

checks are given over a desk, or counter, which is in the form of a horse shoe, the ends reaching to 

the side of the station next to the platform. By this arrangement, the appearance of the room is in 

no way spoiled and the whole extent of it is seen at a glance. Doors, similar to those by which the 

passengers enter, lead out, on either side of the pay desks, on to the platform. On the right and left 

of the booking office doors lead to waiting rooms for first and second and third class passengers. At 

the extreme end of the right wing is the refreshment room 35 feet by 29 feet in size and between it 

and the ladies waiting room is a small parlour, 10 feet by 14 feet, for private dinner parties, and a 

kitchen, 14 feet by 14 feet 6 inches. The passenger shed adjoining the station is 330 feet in length by 

66 feet in width. It covers the platform, 25 feet in width, and four lines of rails. The arrangements 

are such that two trains can stand at the platforms, one arriving and the other departing, without 

subjecting the passengers to the inconvenience and danger of crossing the rails in either case.  

The principals of the roof of the shed are formed of wrought iron plates and wood, riveted together 

and curved to the form of an arch, and forms a secure and neat principal. The whole is then planked 

over and slated. This shed is lighted with a louver of rough plate glass, extending the entire length of 

the construction. The contractors for the station are Stones and Hacking, for the building, Mr Yates, 

of the Canal Foundry, for the iron roof. The station is placed at the lower end of Darwen Street. 

Adjoining the building a bridge is now in course of construction, to carry a new street connecting 

Nova Scotia and the station with King Street […]. The bridge is formed of six openings of about 36 

feet in width. One opening is for the passage of the East Lancashire Company’s line to Preston, the 

other five cross the Bolton Company’s station ground. Each opening is formed of two main girders, 

moulded on the face, carrying cross girders, 25 feet in width and resting on Doric columns. Between 

the girders stone arches are to be turned to carry the roadway. Proceeding from the station a short 

way towards Darwen we perceive on the same side of the line a goods’ warehouse in the course of 

erection if imposing dimensions, the length being 420 feet, and breadth 80 feet. The internal 

arrangements are; two platforms 20 feet in width, running the whole length of the building with a 

line of rails at each side and a cartway in the centre. The roof is of a rather novel construction, the 

principals are formed of a laminated rib, of three inch planks dowelled together, braced and strutted 

to the rafter.  

These principals are placed 20 feet apart, and present an agreeable change from the ordinary 

construction of such roofs. Further on is seen a large and commodious carriage house; the lower 

part is appropriated to the storing of carriages; the upper is fitted up as a workshop for making and 

repairing the carriages. Messrs. Stone and Hacking are also the contractors for the goods’ 

warehouse and the work and execution reflects great credit upon them. From about this point the 

line curves to the left until it crosses the Leeds and Liverpool Canal and the turnpike road from 

Blackburn to Bolton, by means of patent girder bridges, made under the direction of Mr Fairbairn, of 

Manchester […] at Lower Darwen the line crosses over the main road and the adjoining stream by 

means of a viaduct, consisting of five segmental arches, each 36 feet span, with a rise of nine feet. 

The structure is about 50 feet high. The line then bends to the right and crosses the main stream of 

the river Darwen at Eccles Hill on an embankment about 64 feet in height. The stream is conveyed 
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under the embankment through a culvert, consisting of two openings of an egg form, and 

constructed throughout of ashlar.  

We have, up to this point, been mounting an incline of 1 in 100 with the greatest facility and now 

proceed to test the capabilities of the large locomotives constructed by Messrs Hawthorn of 

Newcastle on an incline of 1 in 75, which continues with the exception of a small level portion at 

Over Darwen station, up to the summit at Whittlestone Head, a short distance beyond the tunnel 

[…].  

Darwen station, now in course of construction, is built in the Tudor style, and of stone; with a light 

iron shed on the inside to protect the passengers from the weather while waiting for the trains. The 

station itself will form a very pleasing object, particularly on approaching it from the town up the 

new road made by the company. The station master will live on the premises; and at the part 

devoted to his use a richly ornamental Gothic belfry rises on the gable end of the roof, the hips of 

which are ornamented with octagon pinnacles. This building will attract much notice when finished. 

It consists internally of vestibule, booking office, waiting rooms for ladies and gentlemen, with the 

usual offices, besides the rooms devoted to the station masters use. The entire length of the station 

house is 73 feet. The platform is 79 feet in length by 13 feet 6 inches in breadth. A passenger shed is 

to be erected on the opposite side of the rails, as the present one is found to be too small. A good’s 

warehouse is in the course of erection here, the total length of which is 130 feet by 50 feet in width, 

the height to the rise of the roof is 21 feet, the whole height is 32 feet. (Blackburn Standard, 14 June 

1848) 

On Saturday last, 17th June 1848, Captain Wynne, RE, the government engineer, inspected the works 

on the portion of the East Lancashire Railway between Blackburn and Accrington, and found them 

worthy of his certificate of sufficiency, which was at once granted, and the portion of the line 

referred to was opened on Monday, 19th June 1848. The whole of the trains running last week 

between Blackburn and Preston, to and from, are now through trains to and from Accrington; 

between which place and Blackburn, the distance is performed in rather less than one quarter of an 

hour. The newly opened portion of the line, after leaving Blackburn station at a few hundred yards, 

is carried through a short tunnel, which enters at the Earl of Balcarres’s coal yard, and after passing 

under it, and several other yards adjoining the canal, crosses under the road in an oblique direction, 

and running under the ground to the north of the road, emerges just beyond Mr Yate’s foundry. It 

then proceeds through a cutting of considerable depth, till it reaches the open ground near 

Plantation Hill, opposite which the Bolton Blackburn Clitheroe and West Yorkshire Railway line to 

Clitheroe diverges from the East Lancashire line, having used the rails of the latter company from 

the station of the former, where the line from Bolton joins that from Preston, and passing along 

through the Blackburn and Preston station, and thereafter the tunnel of the East Lancashire before 

referred to, diverges at that point named, to pursue its own course to Clitheroe and the north.  

The East Lancashire then proceeds eastwards towards Rishton Moor, at a gradient of 1 in 140, 

which prevails uniformly for nearly three miles from Blackburn, where the apex is gained, and the 

line descends towards Accrington by a similar uniform and favourable gradient. I n Rishton, the canal 

is crossed by a very substantial viaduct of three spans. This structure is of heavy timbers, on four 

substantial stone piers, the woodwork being knitted together in a peculiar manner securing very 

great power. Beyond the canal, the line proceeds on a high embankment and then through a very 

deep cutting, till it teaches the Leeds and Liverpool Canal company’s reservoir, at Rishton. The 

reservoir is crossed towards its upper end by a viaduct of much greater magnitude and importance 

as a work than it seems, the reservoir being in its ordinary state. This viaduct is 240 feet long and 30 

feet wide, being constructed of timber, strongly knitted together by iron plates and bolts. The 

roadway over the reservoir rests on nineteen bearings, the crossheads of which are generally at a 

height of forty five feet from the iron pints of the piles, of which there are six to each bearing. The 

piles are ten feet above the water, twenty feet in the water, and fifteen in the earth. Beyond the 

reservoir, the line crosses, at a very oblique angle, under the old Blackburn and Burnley road, and 
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proceeds alternately on embankments and through cuttings, till it again reaches and crosses the canal 

in Church parish, where a series of works of stupendous magnitude occur.  

The most imposing of these is a second viaduct, which is part of a continuous series of nearly half a 

mile long. This structure contains thirty one spaces of 25 feet wide each, the extreme height of the 

line above the brook being 72 feet. This viaduct is of timber, set upon piers of massive masonry; at 

its further extremity, the canal is again crossed, and immediately thereafter, the Blackburn and 

Burnley mail road. The line then crosses the property of James Simpson, Esq. the approach to whose 

house is crossed by a very handsome ornamental arch of ashlar, which forms part of a substantial 

viaduct of brick and stone, which crosses the valley at Foxhill Bank. This viaduct is of eight arches, 

whose height and span are each about 40 feet. The line then crosses the road from Church to 

Oswaldtwistle, and passes, by a timber viaduct, over a reservoir and proceeding on the almost 

undisturbed surface for nearly a mile, in a direction about parallel with the mail road, reaches the 

entrance of Accrington, where a line is sent off on either hand, on the right to Bury and Manchester, 

and on the left to Burnley. The latter branch proceeds from the junction named, over an extensive 

and massive stone and brick viaduct of twenty two arches of forty feet span, the highest point in this 

viaduct being towards its centre, where the distance between the water surface and the roadway is 

about sixty feet. (Manchester Guardian, 21 June 1848) 

The L&YR and the Caledonian Railway announce through goods services between Manchester, 

Salford goods station, and Scotland, without change of waggon. (Manchester Guardian, 21 June 1848) 

During the last session of Parliament but one, namely, in the year 1846, the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway obtained an act to make a branch railway to the centre of the town of Middleton, to join the 

main line at the Oldham Junction and the present Middleton station, which will be in length about 

one and a half miles. A petition has been signed by some of the most influential inhabitants, or is 

about to be signed, requesting the directors to make the branch line. We understand that last 

Saturday upwards of 2,000 persons rode from Middleton to Manchester on coaches and other 

vehicles. There are not less than thirty two coaches, exclusive of other vehicles, passing from 

Middleton to Manchester every day in the week. Some of the coaches have been known to carry 

from 50 to 60 persons. If the Middleton branch railway was made, it would give the inhabitants every 

opportunity of going to the large towns. (Manchester Examiner, 24 June 1848) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 21st June 1848 concerning the re-

arrangement of the share capital. (Manchester Guardian, 24 June 1848) 

July 
The extension of siding at Mumps station to be executed by George Thomson, estimated cost £500. 

Thomson’s tender accepted for the removal of remaining earthwork at Charlestown curves. (L&YR

Minutes, 4 July 1848) 

There is now to be seen in the druggist shop window of Mr John Howarth, Drake Street, Rochdale, 

a large mushroom, which has grown between the rails on the L&YR, between Blue Pits and Rochdale 

stations. It measures 38 inches in circumference and weighs 2lbs 1ozs. (Manchester Examiner, 6 July 

1848) 

Report on the state of the works on the East Lancashire Railway. (Herapath, 8 July 1848) 

Description of the Blackburn and Accrington portion of the East Lancashire line. (The Builder, 8 July 

1848) 

The Ardwick branch to be completed for single line, estimated cost £19,000. (L&YR Minutes, 11 July 

1848) 
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The L&YR will this day (Wednesday) open their branch line through the Cleckheaton Valley to Low 

Moor. (Manchester Guardian, 12 July 1848) 

The opening of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway, so far as it is already available, namely, 

from Waterloo to Southport, a length of 13 miles, will in all probability take place on Wednesday, 

19th July, 1848, and that business operations will commence the following day. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 July 1848) 

Application to be made to the Railway Commissioners to allow open carriages without seats to be used 

for third class passengers. (Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway Minutes, 14 July 1848) 

The opening of the Cleckheaton branch railway took place on Thursday, 13th July 1848 and the event 

was celebrated by the rejoicings and festivities usual on such occasions. (Report from the Bradford 

Observer follows)  The line, we believe, is to be opened on Monday morning, 17th July 1848 for 

passenger traffic. (Manchester Examiner, 15 July 1848) 

Letter from Captain Simmons appointing Saturday, 22nd July 1848 for the opening of the Waterloo to 

Southport railway. 

Departures from Waterloo, 7.00am, 8.45, 2.00pm, 4.45pm, 8.00pm. 

Departures for Southport, 8.00am, 9.30am, 4.00pm, 6.00pm, 8.15pm. 

(L&YR Minutes, 19 July 1848) 

The electric telegraph has been fixed (on the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway), and 

arrangements have been made for working by which only one engine will be out upon the line at one 

time. (Inspection report, 21 July 1848) 

The L&YR formally opened the Cleckheaton branch railway on 13th July 1848. The branch is on an 

incline from Low Moor to Mirfield; Low Moor being the highest point of the intended series of West 

Riding lines, which there, intersect each other. The gradients from Low Moor to Heckmondwike are 

1 in 100 and to Mirfield 1 in 200. None of the works have been of an expensive, or difficult, 

character; the line (which is 7½ miles long) will give railway accommodation to a valley teaming with 

population and industry. (Herapath, 22 July 1848) 

The new line from Waterloo to Southport is to be formally opened on Friday next, 21st July having 

been entirely completed, including the large bridge over the river Alt, in little more than three 

months. His worship the mayor (of Liverpool) and Mr Horsfall have accepted an invitation to be 

present; and we hear, that it is the intention of the contractors, Messrs Holme and M’Cormick, to 

give a dejeuner on the occasion to the directors and a large party of ladies and gentlemen. This line 

will open up to our population the whole of the coast between Waterloo and Southport, which has 

hitherto been a terra incognita to nearly all the inhabitants of Liverpool. (Herapath, 22 July 1848) 

No arrangements at present for Sunday trains on the Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway. 

(Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway Minutes, 24 July 1848) 

A portion of the Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway was formally opened on the 21st July 1848 

and public traffic commenced on Monday last 24th July […]. The communication hitherto between 

Liverpool and Southport has been by a circuitous and irregular route through Ormskirk. The 

railway, when completed, will reduce the journey to Southport to less than one hour. A few miles 

from Liverpool the line falls into the Liverpool and Bury Railway, and the terminus will be the 

Liverpool station of the latter. (Herapath, 29 July 1848) 
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August 
Mr Busby undertakes to work the road part of the Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway from 

Waterloo to Liverpool. The actual working expenses were stated by him to be 7s each trip, or 15s 

return journey. The omnibuses to run direct from the station to station without stopping, except to 

take up at Bootle station for Southport, or to set down those who have arrived from Southport. Time 

is punctually to be kept, and the number of passengers each omnibus can carry allowing eighteen 

clear inches for each person specified. The inside to be occupied by first class passengers only, and on 

no account to permit second class to go inside […] the object being to keep the first class seats select. 

(Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway Minutes, 1 August 1848) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Monday, 31st July 1848. The 

directors reported that the line from Blackburn to Accrington had already been opened for both 

passenger and goods traffic. The connection between Accrington and the Rossendale line is so far 

complete as that the goods trains of the company have, for the last ten days, been worked over it. 

The directors, in their last report, stated their intention to proceed with the execution of the 

Liverpool Dock branch. The works on this branch have not yet been commenced, as the whole of 

the available means of the company have been required to secure the rapid progress of the works 

on the main line. The dock branch will now be proceeded with. The plans of the joint station at 

Preston are now in the course of settlement by the engineer of the North Union Railway and the 

engineer of this company; and the directors having come to the conclusion that they cannot, with 

proper regard to the interests of the company, further postpone the execution of the line necessary 

to give this company independent access to the important town of Preston, are preparing to 

purchase the land, and commence the construction of the line without further delay. (Manchester 

Examiner, 1 August 1848; Manchester Guardian, 2 August 1848; Herapath, 5 August 1848) 

Report of the Oldham Alliance Railway meeting. (Manchester Examiner, 5 August 1848; Manchester 

Guardian, 9 August 1848) 

Six lodges at level crossings to be built by Holmes and M’Cormick, also a house for the clerk at 

Southport station. (Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway Minutes, 7 August 1848) 

The engines purchased from the Eastern Counties Railway to be called “Waterloo” and “Southport”. 

(Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway Minutes, 10 August 1848) 

As the line was to be opened by the contractors on 15th June 1848 complete in every respect, and was 

not opened until 24th July 1848 and the stations at Waterloo and Southport being still incomplete, and 

none of the road stations commenced, Mr Stephenson to report what remains to be done and what 

steps are taken to expedite completion. (Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway Minutes, 11 August 

1848) 

No further expenditure authorised on the Oakenshaw branch. Mr. Thornton can remove his plant if 

more convenient to him. (Minutes 15 August 1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway announce the opening on Thursday, 17th August 1848 of the railway 

from Stubbins to Accrington. (Manchester Guardian, 16 August 1848) 

Report of the opening of the East Lancashire line between Stubbins and Accrington on Thursday, 

17th August 1848. (Manchester Examiner, 19 August 1848) 

Notice to be given to open the Liverpool and Bury line on 25th September 1848. (Minutes, 22 August 

1848) 

Timetable of the East Lancashire Railway now opened from Manchester, via Bury and Accrington, to 

Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1848) 
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On Saturday last the Bolton Blackburn Clitheroe and West Yorkshire Railway furnished a cheap trip 

from Blackburn to Blackpool and back, via Bolton and Chorley. The train consisted of 32 carriages, 

and carried above 1,200 passengers, who all arrived safely home about ten o’clock, after an absence 

of about fifteen hours. The fare was only 1s 8d each for the trip. The arrangements of the company 

were universally satisfactory. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1848) 

On Thursday last, 17th August 1848 the important portion of the East Lancashire Railway, between 

Stubbins and Accrington, which completes the communication between Manchester, Bury, 

Accrington, Blackburn and Preston, was opened to the public. It was previously inspected on 

Tuesday last, 15th August 1848 by Captain Simmons, RE, the government surveyor, who expressed 

himself satisfied with the manner in which the works had been constructed. The part of the line 

newly opened diverges from the Rossendale line at Stubbins, about four and a half miles from Bury 

[…]. The length of the portion of the line opened on Thursday is seven miles fifty three chains. On 

this there are eleven bridges for roads over the railway, chiefly of coarse stone. For roads under the 

railway there are thirteen bridges, chiefly cast iron girder bridges. Several extensive viaducts are also 

erected at different parts of the line […]. The gradients from Stubbins ascend for nearly five miles, 

until the summit is reached, about a mile beyond Haslingden […]. The first half mile of the line is 

composed of heavy embankment […].  

After passing a substantial cast iron girder bridge at Strongstine, the line passes through a heavy 

cutting through clay, gravel, and rock, the extreme depth of which is 32 feet, from which it emerges 

to pass over the river Irwell by a viaduct of timber framing upon stone piers. The viaduct is 98 yards 

long, 30 feet high, contains six bays, and crosses the river bed at an angle of about fifty degrees. 

There is a good view of the Rossendale line from it. At about fifty yards distance, another viaduct, 

considerably lower, of the same construction, carries the branch line on to Rawtenstall, the two 

lines having run nearly parallel for about a mile. The line then passes along a high embankment of 

about forty feet, for nearly three quarters of a mile when it comes to the Lumb viaduct, which is 

sixty five feet high, and comprises nine segmental arches of forty feet span, on a curve of substantial 

masonry, the arches being of brick, with stone quoins.  The embankment is continued on either side 

of the Limb viaduct for about eleven chains. The railway next enters a cutting through rock and clay 

for about thirty eight chains, and we then reach the Ogden viaduct, which is a stone structure over 

the river Ogden, consisting of three segmental arches, skewed at an angle of sixty degrees, its length 

being fifty nine yards, and its height fifty eight feet. At a short distance beyond this, the line reaches 

Helmshore station.  

The station, which is in course of construction, will be, when completed, a light and comfortable 

building. At a short distance beyond the station, a goods warehouse is in course of erection, near 

which the line passes along a stone viaduct of 161 yards in length, consisting of fourteen segmental 

arches, of thirty feet span. The extreme height of this viaduct, which varies considerably, is forty two 

feet […]. At three miles eleven chains from Stubbins junction, the railway crosses over a turnpike 

road on a tubular bridge (on Mr Fairbairn’s principle). This bridge was very minutely inspected by 

Captain Simmons, who ordered two engines to pass over it at various speeds, to test the deflection, 

which was scarcely appreciable […]. North Hag tunnel, of 145 yards in length, is through a conical 

mound of about ninety feet in height, is arched with stone in an elliptical form; the extreme height of 

the arch is twenty two feet, and its extreme width twenty six feet, the width at road level being 

twenty five feet. At the further end of the tunnel is Haslingden station near which a goods 

warehouse is in progress of erection […]. 

At Baxenden a station is in course of erection. The line then passes through a deep cutting with a 

descent of 1 in 40 and next reaches Chough, or Shoe viaduct, which is sixty three yards long, the 

piers and abutments being of stone and the structure of brick. The height of this viaduct is thirty five 

feet. Proceeding in the descent, through a deep cutting, an extensive view of Accrington presents 

itself, and the train reaches the Wellington viaduct, which is a lofty structure of timber, of 210 yards 

in length, and seventy feet in height, with thirty bays. This work is erected over the reservoir which 
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supplies the large cotton mill of J Hargreaves, Esq. which stands at a short distance to the right of 

the line. After passing along the viaduct, the train enters Accrington station ground which occupies 

an elevated position. The line forks out at Accrington, proceeding to the right to Burnley and Colne, 

whence it will penetrate Yorkshire by a junction with the Leeds and Bradford extension. 

Immediately after rounding the curve, and leaving the station on the right, the line passes along a 

stupendous curved viaduct of twenty one arches, which carries it over part of the town, and is 

immediately succeeded by a three arch bridge, over the Clitheroe turnpike road. Turning to the left, 

before coming up to the station, the train from Manchester passes, in a curve, a commodious goods 

warehouse, accessible from various quarters; and passing onwards it proceeds to Church and 

Oswaldtwistle, which are about a mile distant from Accrington. The lines from Blackburn to Burnley 

are joined on the side opposite to the Manchester entrance by a curve, similar to those on the other 

two sides, the points of the triangular being about 860 yards apart. In the area formed by this 

triangle are the carriage and engine sheds, etc., and numerous turntables, including one of thirty six 

feet diameter, worked by machinery, for turning an engine and tender, without detaching them […].  

The stations in course of erection between Stubbins and Accrington, are of a novel construction, 

and exceedingly neat in their appearance. They are of quadrangular form, and have at one end the 

booking office, and at the other the station masters house, the intervening space being a covered 

waiting shed. The roof projects on all sides, and is chastely fringed under the eaves, all round […]. 

The opening on Thursday passed off without great éclat, a number of brilliant new carriages being 

turned out on this occasion. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1848) 

One month’s notice given to the Railway Commissioners for the opening of the Ardwick branch. 

(L&YR Minutes, 29 August 1848) 

September 
Report of the Fleetwood, Preston and West Riding Junction Railway meeting. (Manchester Examiner, 

2 September 1848) 

At the half yearly meeting of the Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway it was stated that the line 

between Waterloo and Southport had been opened on Monday, 24th July 1848, four months after 

the commencement of the work. (Manchester Examiner, 2 September 1848) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway half yearly meeting on Thursday, 31st August 1848. (Manchester 

Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 2 September 1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway announce the timetable from Manchester to Preston, via Accrington and 

Blackburn
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Salford dep.

Manchester dep.

Sundays
Salford dep.

Additional short 
trains leave Salford 
for Bury each day 

All up trains destination given as Manchester
(Manchester Examiner, 5 September 1848; Manchester Guardian, 16 September 1848) 

Report of the L&YR accounts. (Manchester Guardian, 6 September 1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the formation of a new road of about 250 yards in 

length forming the approach to the Radcliffe station from the turnpike road. (Manchester Guardian, 9 

September 1848) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 6th September 1848. It was stated that 

on the Liverpool and Bury line several of the platforms and stations are built and the signals are now 

being put up. (Manchester Guardian & Herapath, 9 September 1848) 

Letter from William Rawson to John Hawkshaw referring to estimates regarding the West Riding 

line. (Manchester Examiner, 9 September 1848) (Further letters on 16th and 23rd September and 7th

October) 

The Bolton Blackburn Clitheroe and West Yorkshire Railway timetable and fares. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 September 1848) 

The works on the East Lancashire Railway to Burnley are now completed, and Captain Laffan, RE, a 

government inspector had given the company notice of his intention to survey the line yesterday, 

15th September 1848. He was prevented by indisposition from doing so, we believe, and Captain 

Simmons is expected to inspect the line today. The intention of the company had the line been 

inspected and approved yesterday was to open it to the public on Monday. (Manchester Guardian, 

16 September 1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse for goods  and a cottage at 

Helmshore station; for the erection of several cottages on various parts of the line; for the formation 

of a road to the Haslingden station; for a road with the necessary works by the side of the railway at 

Longholme, near Rawtenstall; for building a wall by the side of the river Irwell, near Longholme Mill, 

Rawtenstall; for the re-building of the south front of the Nuttall tunnel; for the restoration of the goit 

(?) at Rawtenstall station. (Manchester Guardian, 20 September 1848) 



1840 - 1849 

227 

The portion of the East Lancashire Railway extending from Accrington to Burnley, a distance of 

nearly six miles, was opened to the public on Monday, 18th September 1848, when the event, as 

might naturally have been expected excited very lively interest in Burnley and the neighbourhood, 

this being the first communication to the town and district of the advantages of railway 

communication. On Saturday, 16th September when the government inspector, Captain Wynne, and 

party arrived at the station at Burnley, the bridges and high ground in the neighbourhood, 

commanding a view of the line, were covered with spectators. On Monday, also, the crowded trains 

from Burnley left amid the cheers of large assemblages of persons.  

Our readers will be aware that the opening of this portion of the East Lancashire line connects 

Burnley with Accrington, Haslingden, Bury and Manchester, on the one hand; and with Blackburn, 

Preston, and the west and north, by the line branching off at Accrington, which leaves the Bury and 

Manchester line on the left […]. The portion of the East Lancashire company’s lines now remaining 

to be completed are the extremities in three directions, viz. the portion of the Rossendale line from 

Newchurch to Bacup; the portion of the Burnley line from the present terminus at Burnley to 

Colne, where the line will join the Leeds and Bradford extension; and the important portion 

westward, known as the Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston line. A short branch of about three 

quarters of a mile from Gannow, near Burnley, to a junction with the Todmorden branch of the L&Y 

railway, is also in course of completion […].  

As a piece of road, the newly opened portion is unsurpassed by any equal portion of the East 

Lancashire line […]. Its excellence is threefold; the gradients are of the very best character; its 

course is extremely easy; and its roadway is, generally, on material of the firmest character. The 

prevailing gradients range from 1 in 170 to 1 in 400. About two thirds of the line is straight, and the 

curves are on radii of 60 and 80 chains. The banks are, generally, of the firmest description; and the 

bottom of the cuttings is, for the greater part, rock, on which the roadway is, of course, based. The 

works have been executed by Messrs Brogden, Smith and Pearce, for the first three miles from 

Accrington, this being the termination of their contract of eight miles from Blackburn. The second 

portion of nearly three miles has been executed by Messrs W & R Hattersley, and is the 

commencement of their contract between the point indicated and the termination of the line at 

Colne. J Perring, Esq. FSA, engineer of the company, has bestowed great care on the laying out, 

design, and execution of the works, in which he has been assisted by J A Donaldson, Esq. the 

resident engineer. 

On Friday last, Captain Laffan, RE, was expected to examine the line, but was prevented by 

indisposition from attending. On Saturday morning, Captain Wynne, RE, arrived at Bury, and 

proceeded straightaway to Blackburn, for the purpose of examining first the branch to King Street, 

Blackburn. This branch is intended for the transmission of coal and goods to the western part of the 

town, and is about 528 yards in length. Being satisfied with this portion, Captain Wynne and the 

party immediately proceeded to Accrington for the examination of the Burnley branch. The 

inspector’s cortege consisted of a powerful engine, the Roach, on which Captain Wynne rode, 

accompanied by Mr Perring and Mr Donaldson, and two composite carriages drawn by a superb and 

powerful locomotive, Lucifer, just turned out by Messrs Walker of Bury […].  

Mr Beaty, superintendent of the locomotive department of the company, assumed the direction of 

the engines. This inspection from Accrington to Burnley occupied about two hours, the chief 

portion of which was devoted to a narrow examination of two tubular girder viaducts, by which the 

line crosses the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, at about 300 yards distance from each other, on Bentley 

Wood Green. These bridge consist of three tubular girders each, laid upon massive stone piers. The 

first is twenty seven yards long, the square being forty feet; on the angle, 64 feet 6 inches; its height 

is fourteen feet. The second of these tubular bridges is eighteen yards in length; the span on the 

angle, seventy six degrees being 48 feet 3 inches; the height of this bridge is eighteen feet. These 

bridges were severely and satisfactorily tested by Captain Wynne. The engines and carriages were all 

joined, and run over repeatedly at a high speed and the deflection carefully examined by the level. 
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Deflection was scarcely perceptible. .001 being indicated on the rod when the centre weight was on; 

this result being attributable more properly it may be to vibration than to deflection.  

The embankment intervening between these viaducts, and a culvert which crosses it, were also 

carefully examined by Captain Wynne. This embankment, which is about seventy feet deep on the 

original surface, has been the most troublesome work on the line, in consequence of the difficulty 

experienced in obtaining sand between the original sloping surface of wet clay and the stuff 

deposited upon it. The unfavourable situation, the character of the foundation, and the necessarily 

immense weight of the embankment, combined to slide the stuff downwards on the declining side, 

and to render necessary the deposit of perhaps three times the quantity of material which would 

otherwise have been required to construct the bank. The extraordinary width of the bank, at its 

base, has also rendered it necessary to extend the culvert which crosses it nearly one hundred yards 

[…].  

The first work which engaged the inspector’s special attention was the magnificent viaduct at 

Accrington. This viaduct commences at the Accrington station ground, and is 340 yards in length, on 

a curve to the left, on a radius of eleven chains. The viaduct is of substantial masonry, and has twenty 

semi-circular arches of forty feet span, the extreme height being sixty seven feet. Beyond this viaduct 

a short distance, is a lofty three arch bridge of masonry, which carries the railway over the Whalley 

turnpike road […] in a long cutting, and at a distance of about two miles from Accrington, the 

Huncoat, or Highbrake, station is reached. At this station, and immediately contiguous to the line a 

fine flag quarry, formed in making the cutting, is opened, on the property of C Towneley, Esq., […]. 

Hapton colliery is in immediate proximity to the line […]. The viaducts carrying the line over the 

canal at Bentley Wood Green are the next works of striking importance. We will not add to the 

former mention of these works more than to say, that the tubes have been furnished by the 

establishment of Mr Fairbairn, from whom they were ordered, at the instance of Mr Perring, the 

engineer of the company, at an early date in the history of this new and important principle in 

engineering mechanics […]. 

Beyond Bentley Wood, the line passes into a long and deep cutting, in which Rose Grove station is 

situated […]. Near Gannow the line passes the extensive collieries, of which the Hon. Colonel 

Scarlett and the Rev. Mr Thursby are joint proprietors; Smallshaw colliery being quite near the line. 

Near this place, the branch to join the L&Y Company’s Todmorden railway diverges to the right. 

The remaining portion of the line is through a long and very deep cutting, over which is a lofty and 

handsome three arch bridge, of stone, carrying the Padiham Road. A three arch bridge, similar to 

that last mentioned, is carried across the cutting, right opposite to the barracks entrance, which 

stands on the very edge of the cut. At a further corner of the barrack-yard, a very strong and 

handsome cast iron bridge carries the Burnley and Enfield road. At the extremity of the cutting, and 

well sheltered on all sides, the station house, a handsome building, with a deep veranda roof, is 

erected, a goods warehouse occupying a favourable site on the opposite side. The stations are 

peculiar in their design, having large open waiting sheds in the centre, with offices and waiting rooms 

at the ends, entering from the shed.  

The proper Burnley station will be about half a mile further than the present station, which forms 

the terminus. Ample accommodation for a large goods traffic will also be made at the other station, 

which will be used, when provided, as the Burnley station, and the present one will be kept for its 

intended uses, that of suburban accommodation. The stations from Stubbins to Burnley are being 

executed by Mr Isaac Sugden. The directors, on their arrival at Burnley, were conveyed to the Bull 

Hotel, for lunch, in a handsome new omnibus. Provided by Mr Rothwell, for the special purpose of 

conveying passengers to and from the railway. Substantial refreshments were neatly served up, about 

twenty gentlemen being present. (After toasts) the party then returned to the station, and having 

resumed their places, the train proceeded at a high speed reaching Bury in time to permit Captain 

Wynne to leave by the 4.20pm train for Manchester whence he proceeded on his way to Ireland 

[…]. The line was opened to the public on Monday, when large numbers of the Burnley people 
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availed themselves of the earliest opportunity of testing a public convenience “long looked for, come at 

last”. (Manchester Guardian, 20 September 1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway parcels office, No.8 Cross Street, Manchester, where passengers and 

parcels may be booked to Bury, Accrington, Burnley, Blackburn, Preston and all intermediate 

stations. Orders for the conveyance of goods to any of the stations received at this office. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 September 1848) 

Report of the opening of the East Lancashire Railway from Stubbins to Accrington and description of 

the new railway including lithographs of the viaducts at Alderbottom, Ogden and Accrington. 

(Illustrated London News, 30 September 1848) 

October 
Estimate of £4,405-2- 0d submitted by Miller & Co. (from the contractors office, Huddersfield and 

Sheffield Junction Railway) for laying a temporary road for executing the works on the Halifax 

contract (nine miles single way). Mr Watts to report. (L&YR Minutes, 4 October 1848) 

Report of an East Lancashire Railway guard injured on Monday morning when on the roof (of a 

carriage) looking after luggage when his head struck a bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 4 October 

1848) 

Report of the half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Southport Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 

7 October 1848) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the iron girders for Bedlam Road and Pendleton bridges. (Manchester 

Guardian, 7 October 1848) 

Read; letter of 19th October 1848 from Mr Heron, Town Clerk of Manchester, as to the state of the 

road past Mr Chappell’s mill (Ardwick branch). A copy has been sent to the contractors, Hemingway 

and Pearson. (L&YR Minutes, 24 October 1848) 

Miller & Co. instructed to send in a proposal showing the terms upon which they are prepared to 

abandon the Halifax contract. (L&YR Minutes, 25 October 1848) 

A meeting of shareholders of the L&YR held on Tuesday, 24th October 1848 unanimously adopted a 

resolution that in the present circumstances of the railway and money market it is inexpedient to 

proceed with expensive works of doubtful character. (Manchester Guardian, 25 October 1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the Preston extension railway. (Manchester Guardian, 

28 October 1848) 

The East Lancashire Railway announce the alteration of trains on and after Monday, 2nd October 

1848 to Bury, Accrington, Burnley, Blackburn and Preston. 

Depart Salford. 7.25am, 9.00am, 10.45am, 1.30pm, 4.50pm. 

Express to all places except Burnley and Preston. 8.15am, from Victoria at 3.35pm. 

To Bury and intermediate stations only from Salford. 12.00, 7.00pm. From Victoria 9.40am, 2.30pm, 

5.30pm this train proceeds to Ramsbottom, Rawtenstall and Newchurch. 

The public will note the change of through trains from Victoria to Salford. 

(Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 30 October 1848) 

The Liverpool and Bury line and the Ardwick branch will be ready for opening on 16th November 

1848. (L&YR Minutes, 31 October 1848) 
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November 
L&YR and LNWR, Leeds and Dewsbury Section. As from Monday, 6th November 1848 trains will 

leave the LNWR station, Wellington Road, Leeds. (Manchester Guardian, 4 November 1848) 
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Bolton Blackburn Clitheroe and West Yorkshire Railway alteration of trains on and after 1st

November 1848, 

Blackburn Manchester
7.45am 8.00am
9.00am Express 9.30am 1st and 2nd class
11.10am 12.00
1.40pm 2.30pm
2.50pm 3.40pm
4.20pm Express 5.00pm 1st and 2nd class
5.50pm 6.15pm
7.05pm 7.30pm
Sundays
8.20am 9.15am
2.00pm* 2.55pm*
6.20pm 7.10pm*
8.10pm* 8.15pm
* to Bolton only * from Bolton only

(Manchester Guardian, 4 November 1848) 

In compliance with the prevailing desire for authentic information on the position and liabilities of 

railway companies the directors of the L&YR published a statement in reference to their 

undertaking. (Manchester Guardian, 11 November 1848; Herapath, 18 November 1848) 

L&YR. Opening of the Liverpool and Bury line. The public are respectfully informed, that on and 

from Monday, 20th November 1848, a direct communication will be opened by means of the 

Liverpool and Bury line between Liverpool, Manchester, Wigan, Bolton, Bury and the Yorkshire 

District and that trains for the conveyance of passengers and parcels will run at the under mentioned 

hours, by which without change of carriage a through communication will be served. 

From Liverpool to Manchester
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From Bury to Wigan, Liverpool and Southport.
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From Bolton to Liverpool and Southport.
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(Manchester Guardian, 18 November 1848) 

Report of an accident on the L&YR at Middleton on Friday, 10th November 1848 between the 

1.30pm express and a coal train. There were no injuries but the two locomotives were badly 

damaged and some waggons were destroyed. The accident appears to have arisen from 

disobedience of signals on the part of the driver of the coal train, who has absconded. (Herapath, 18 

November 1848) 

This new line of the Liverpool and Bury Railway was opened to the public traffic on Friday, 17th

November 1848. We were invited to a preparatory, or opening trip over it on that day, and had an 

opportunity of seeing the country through which it is carried, as well as of examining some of the 

most formidable works which have taxed the engineer, and the exertion and ingenuity of the 

contractors and workmen. To take part in this opening ceremony we were placed in a train which 

left the L&YR station in Salford, at 8.30am and proceeded via Bolton over the new line to Liverpool, 

where a train with a couple of directors, and the engineers, contractors, and some friends, were 

ready to traverse the whole length of the line […] a last of stations already erected, or about to be 

erected, on the line, with their distances from Bury:- Brook Lane, two miles, Broadley Lane, three 

miles, Darcy Lever, five miles, Bolton, six miles, Westhoughton, ten and a half miles, Hindley, 

thirteen miles, Wigan, fifteen and a half miles, Arches, sixteen and a half miles, Orrell, nineteen miles, 

Upholland, nineteen and a half miles, Pimbo Lane, twenty and a half miles, Rainford, twenty three 

miles, Kirby, twenty seven and a half miles, Simmond’s Wood, twenty nine and a half miles, Preston 

Road, thirty one miles, Bootle Lane, thirty two and a half miles, Liverpool, thirty four miles […]. 

(We) transferred to another set of carriages, which were waiting, gaily decked with banners and 

other emblems of rejoicing […]. John Hawkshaw, Esq. the chief engineer to the company, took his 

place on the locomotive to guide and assist the driver, and was assisted by Mr Blackburn and Mr 

Grundy […] on entering Bury, the line passes under the East Lancashire Railway, and ascends a 

short steep incline, of about 1 in 60, to the station. The train only remained here a few minutes, and 

then returned to Bolton, where the company sat down, soon after 2.00pm, to a lunch, at the 

Clarence Hotel […]. We may observe that, though the line has received the sanction of the railway 

board for opening, there are yet, many works requiring completion, such as sidings, turn tables, 

stations (for which temporary sheds are at present being substituted). (Manchester Examiner, 21 

November 1848) 

The shareholders committee find that the report of the L&YR directors totally unsatisfactory 

because it does not show any intention to suspend expenditure. (Manchester Guardian, 22 

November 1848) 

The line between Liverpool and Bury has just been opened to the public. This line, which belongs to 

the L&YR, the proprietors of which line amalgamated with those of the Liverpool and Bury Railway, 

branches off from the Heywood and Bury line (which is continued to and runs into the L&YR at Blue 

Pits) at a few hundred yards from the Bury station, and then proceeds to and joins the Manchester 
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and Bolton line within about half a mile from Bolton, branching out from the Bolton and Preston line 

about three miles from Bolton, and thence proceeding direct to Wigan and thence to Liverpool.  

The present station in Liverpool, which is in Old Hall Street, is but temporary, as it is intended 

ultimately to continue the line into Tithebarn Street, within a few hundred yards of the Exchange 

and the docks. The stations on the line are, indeed, generally in a rather unfinished condition, 

forming an exception to the generally complete state of the line…When the Tithebarn Street 

extension is opened, thus bringing passengers into immediate proximity to the centre of business at 

Liverpool, and when the north dock extension from the new line is completed, by which goods may 

be taken directly on ship-board. It will probably command a considerable amount of Manchester 

traffic. It will, however, be some months before these portions of the line are completed.  

The line was inspected on Saturday and Monday, the 11th and 13th instant by Captain Wynne, the 

government inspector, who was accompanied in his inspection by the contractor, William 

McCormick, the consulting engineer of the company, James Thomson, the acting engineer, William 

Thomson, and John Hawkshaw, the engineer in chief to the L&YR. The government inspector 

expressed his full approbation of the manner in which the works had been executed […]. The 

number of stations on the line are sixteen, viz. Liverpool, Bootle Lane, Preston Road, Simmon’s 

Wood, Kirby, Rainford, Pimber Lane, Farmoor Upholland, Wigan, Hindley, West Houghton, Bolton, 

Darcy Lever, Bradley Fold, Black Lance and Bury.  

Starting from Liverpool, the most important feature which attracts the attention of the visitor is the 

intended connection between this line and the new North Docks, from which source much of the 

traffic will be derived […]. The viaduct from the North Shore into Old Hall Street is one of the 

finest pieces of masonry which is to be met with anywhere. The brickwork of this has been 

constructed by S & J Holmes, in conjunction with Mr McCormick, who, except as regards this piece 

of work, has been the sole contractor for the whole of the line. This viaduct is about a mile and a 

quarter long, and it consists of 118 arches, of brick and cement. On each side of the road there is a 

strong parapet wall, coped with semi-circular blocks of sandstone. When completed, however, this 

viaduct will be extended from the present temporary station in Old Hall Street, to the intended one 

in Tithebarn Street, close to the Exchange. Shortly passing the viaduct is a fine segmental trussed 

wooden bridge, the span of which is sixty five feet, which crosses the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. 

This bridge is of novel construction, and is one of the strongest and safest railway bridges which we 

have seen. The girder is composed of several pieces of timber, bolted together, the timber ends 

being so “broken” that the whole forms one piece; this then is “cambered” and trussed to a high 

segment, which, being well secured at the abutments, is rendered so strong that it is impossible it 

can give way.  

From this we proceed to Walton, where there is a tunnel, 1,300 yards in length cut through the red 

sandstone formation. The height of this tunnel is twenty feet from the rails to the crown of the arch, 

and it is exceedingly dry, level and clean. At both ends of this tunnel there are some heavy 

excavations, chiefly clay and sandstone rock; one of them is at least fifty feet deep. Passing this we 

come to a handsome stone bridge, which crosses the river Alt. This is a single arch, span forty feet; 

the elevation forty five feet, and it must have been a work of no ordinary difficulty to get foundations 

in ground so soft. The next work of importance is the crossing of Lord Derby’s moss, at Rainford 

[…]. The moss is two miles long, and so soft that it was only at the depth of twenty six feet that the 

clay foundation was found. In consequence of the line here, every engineering difficulty has been 

overcome, and the line is as firm and the run over it as smooth, as on any other portion of the 

work. On this moss the drainage and ballasting is so good, that when tried with a very heavy engine 

and train, the deflection was scarcely perceptible. The mode of operation upon it was to construct 

what was called “herring-bone” drains, with tar barrels across it, and to weight these with shale from 

the coal beds […]. 
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Billinge tunnel is 960 yards long, and it is cut through coal measures and rock; and from the quantity 

of water which came into it, much difficulty must have been surmounted before it could have been 

reduced to its present dry and clean state. At Pemberton there is an embankment of two miles long, 

and about 18 feet in elevation at its highest point. The weight of the clay deposited here, acting upon 

the soft ground in the vicinity of the river Douglas, caused the adjacent land to rise on each side of 

the line at least three feet…at Wigan there is a lengthened curve, which terminated at the Wigan 

viaduct. This viaduct is constructed of timber and iron. There are forty five “bays”, each thirty feet 

span, resting on solid ashlar blocks of masonry. At the turnpike road there is a tubular girder bridge, 

of sixty five feet span, which crosses the road; and at the crossing of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, 

there is also a bridge similarly constructed. These bridges and the viaduct are excellently finished. 

On trial, there was no deflection from the straight line, with an engine of fifty tons stroke. The next 

work of great difficulty is a bridge which passes under the North Union Railway line at this point. 

The bridge is askew, and is composed of five different arches, laid quite close together, and each of 

which is capable of bearing 200 tons weight. The peculiarity of the bridge is that each of these arches 

bears the weight of a train passing over its apex. We next reached the bridge passing over (sic) the 

Wall-gate of Wigan, which is composed of cast iron girders with segmental arches. This brings us to 

the town of Wigan, where there is to be an extensive station and adequate warehouses. From this 

are passed over several bridges, to Springs Branch viaduct, which is also constructed of timber. The 

piles for this work average forty five feet in length, and are driven at least twenty five feet into the 

earth; but in other respects it is similar to the Wigan viaduct…Leaving Bolton, the line passes over a 

segmental cast iron girder bridge, and runs on to the Bolton viaduct, which is constructed of 

wrought iron lattice work, and is 700 feet long. At Darcy Lever there is one of similar design. The 

height of the piers of this portion of the work averages 120 feet. From this to the viaduct at Bury is 

one continuous line of very heavy cutting, if we except a most stupendous embankment which is 

close to the viaduct. This viaduct, which crosses the river Irwell, is composed of five ashlar arches, of 

seventy two feet span. Passing over this, a junction with the East Lancashire line is formed […]. 

At Bury, there will be an extensive station, which, of course, forms one of the termini of the line. 

On Friday last, 17th November 1848 there was an experimental trip over the line by some of the 

directors and their friends, with several of the officers of the company. A train started from 

Manchester at 8.30am, with Mr Blackmore, the superintendent of the new line, and the gentlemen 

who were to be of the party; and, after traversing the new line, they arrived at Liverpool about 

10.00am. They were joined by others and left about 10.30am running along the whole line to Bury, 

which was reached about 1.00pm. After stopping for a short time there, and inspecting the station 

and general arrangements, they returned to Bolton, where they partook of lunch at the Clarence 

Hotel […]. On Monday last, 20th November 1848 the new line was opened to the public, for 

passenger traffic only. It will be opened for goods traffic as soon as the hoist, at the Liverpool station 

is finished, which it is expected will be in about a month. (Manchester Guardian, 22 November 1848) 

Bertram & Co. offer to accept £3,500 in discharge of all claims in respect of the contract for the 

Bacup branch. Accepted. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 24 November 1848) 

The Liverpool and Bury Railway was formally opened on Friday 17th November 1848 when shortly 

after 10.00am several directors and associates assembled at the station now in course of erection in 

Great Howard Street, Liverpool. A train of handsome carriages, comprising three first class, three 

second class, and one third class, were attached to an engine leaving shortly before 11.00am. 

(Herapath, 25 November 1848) 

A testimonial is to be presented to Captain Binstead, RN, late manager of the L&YR, on the 

occasion of his summary dismissal from the service of that company. (Herapath, 25 November 1848) 

Mr McCormick proposed to complete the Bradford contract in twelve months. Accepted. (L&YR

Minutes, 28 November 1848) 
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Report of a meeting of shareholders of the L&YR held on Tuesday, 28th November 1848 to discuss 

the recent report of the directors. (Manchester Guardian, 29 November 1848) 

December 
A report having been circulated that the Radcliffe viaduct is giving way, Mr Perring has examined it 

and “was satisfied that it was perfectly secure in all its parts”. (L&YR Minutes, 1 December 1848) 

Report of a meeting of dissatisfied L&YR shareholders held on 1st December 1848. (Manchester 

Examiner & Herapath, 2 December 1848) 

Captain Laws, the GNR manager, gave his resignation yesterday. His connection with the GNR 

ceases on 31st December 1848 when he takes charge of the L&YR. (Herapath, 23 December 1848) 

Report of a court claim following the death of Mr Gillard, at Sowerby Bridge on 16th September 

1847. He had been in the service of the Electric Telegraph Company in 1847 at a salary of £1 per 

week when the company were laying down their wires between Manchester and Leeds. (Herapath, 

23 December 1848) 

After an accident between Normanton and Wakefield the driver, aware of the approach of the 

Leeds to Manchester mail train, ran to the signal to warn the signalman of the accident and the red 

signal was turned on just in time to stop the mail train. (Herapath, 23 December 1848) 

The (Liverpool) Bolton and Bury line was opened about a week ago…it was wholly constructed by 

Mr M’Cormick, and cost £900,000, including the land. We understand that the line passes over 26 

bridges, and 48 bridges cross the roads. There are six viaducts on the line, two of wood, two of 

lattice iron, one of brick, and one of stone […]. There are 20 cuttings, the deepest of which is 48 

feet and 22 embankments, the greatest height of any of them being 44 feet. There are 18 stations. 

Messrs Holme has executed the viaduct at Liverpool in conjunction with Mr M’Cormick. A line 

belonging to the LNWR luggage department passes beneath the Bury line and crossed by an 

enormous shew arch in bricks and cement. The span is no less than 99 feet. The arch, when finished, 

will be six feet thick at the crown. (The Builder, 23 December 1848) 

The 117 arches of the (Liverpool and) Bury line contain 26,187,000 bricks. The large arch over the 

tunnel and works of the North Western, which is 99 feet span, and 64 on the skew, contains, it is 

said, 2,281,000 bricks, 48,000 cubic feet of timber, and 23,140 superficial feet of three inch planking. 

In these arches 34,000 casks of cement have been used. (The Builder, 30 December 1848) 

£750 damages have just been awarded to the widow of an employee, at £1 a week, in the service of 

the Electric Telegraph Company, killed from the want of a break, which even by the rules of the 

Company itself – the L&Y – ought to have been attached to the carriage in which he was seated. 

(The Builder, 30 December 1848) 
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1849 
January 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the construction of various buildings and the execution 

of the works required at the Burnley station. (Manchester Guardian, 20 January 1849) 

Report of the L&YR in reply to the shareholders meeting, included was a report of the rolling stock 

of the company. (Manchester Guardian, 20 January 1849) 

L&YR, Liverpool and Bury section. Tithebarn Street extension announce tenders for the construction, 

erection and completion of four malleable iron bridges. (Manchester Examiner, 27 January 1849; 

Manchester Guardian, 3 February 1849) 

The East Lancashire Railway. The public are respectfully informed that the connection between this 

railway and the Leeds and Bradford Railway being now complete the line will be opened for the 

convenience of passengers, parcels and goods on Thursday next 1st February 1849 from Manchester 

to Bradford and Leeds, passing through Bury, Accrington, Burnley, Colne, Skipton, etc. Also from 

Preston to Bradford and Leeds. The trains will leave Salford station at 7.00, 9.05 and 10.45 morning; 

and 1.30, 4.15 and 6.00 afternoon. (Manchester Examiner, 30 January 1849; Manchester Guardian, 31 

January 1849) 

February 
Report of the L&Y committee of shareholders into the condition and state of the company. 

(Herapath, 3 February 1849) 

Report of the Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway includes payment to the Electric Telegraph 

Co. of £1,682-18-3d. (Herapath, 3 February 1849) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 31st January 1849. 

The engineer reported that “the permanent joint station at Colne has now been arranged, and the 

temporary booking office is already provided”. (Manchester Examiner, Manchester Guardian & 

Herapath, 3 February 1849) 

L&YR, Yorkshire District. The public are respectfully informed that on and after 10th February 1849 

the train which now leaves Leeds at 7.30am will leave at 7.00am and run through to Liverpool 

without change of carriage […] arriving in Liverpool at 11.00am. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 

1849) 

On the Liverpool and Bury line recent heavy rains are to blame for considerable damage to the 

works. In many places the embankments have been injured by large portions of earth being washed 

from the slopes; but more serious mischief has resulted from the same cause, particularly at Wigan, 

in the partial destruction of an arch over the river Douglas. It is supposed that the headlong current 

of the Douglas undermined the foundations, and produced this disaster. A breakwater has now been 

formed in the middle of the river, to destroy the force with which, during the heavy rain, it rushes 

through the arch. Some other bridges have been slightly impaired, and are being strengthened and 

repaired. A similar arch to the one over the Douglas has since given way at Westhoughton. (The 

Builder, 3 February 1849) 

All the plant belonging to the company and recently employed in the construction of the line to be 

sold by auction on 1st March 1849 by Jno Salsbury of Blackburn provided a satisfactory arrangement 

can be made with him by Mr Hacking. 

Mr Errington’s attention to be directed to the possibility of making an eligible passenger station at 

Leeds Street, Liverpool, thereby saving the expense of the works and land from that point to 

Tithebarn Street. 
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Formal notice to be given to the L&YR objecting to the plan of the Tithebarn Street station and 

referring the same to the Railway Commissioners. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 5 February 1849) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Manchester Examiner, 6 February 1849; Herapath, 10 

February 1849) 

Resolved. That Mr Mellor, Mr Broadbent and Mr Smart be appointed a sub-committee to examine 

into the question of letting the warehouse contract, Mumps station. To report their opinion upon the 

same and the manner in which the work has been executed by Mr Thomson, the contractor. (L&YR

Minutes, 9 February 1849) 

Testimonial presented to Robert Gill, by a number of proprietors of the Manchester and Leeds and 

L&YR, in acknowledgement of the services which he had rendered to the company as managing 

director in the years of its infancy and early progress. The subscription, which amounted to nearly 

£2,000, was expended in very elegant dinner, dessert, and tea services of silver, together with a 

magnificent centre piece depicting both entrances to Summit tunnel surmounted with the figures of 

George Stephenson and Thomas L Gooch. (Manchester Guardian, 10 February 1849) 

Captain Laws has returned to the L&YR. Mr Eckersley, it is understood, has had his salary reduced 

from £1,200 to £750, and will, at the end of next month, either leave the company or receive some 

secondary appointment. (Herapath. 17 February 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for masonry, brickwork and other works, and also the remainder of the 

ironwork required for extending the Liverpool and Bury Railway to Tithebarn Street, Liverpool. 

(Manchester Examiner, 17 February 1849; Manchester Guardian, 24 February 1849) 

On Wednesday last, a coach started to ply between Blackburn and Accrington, and has run twice 

each way daily, with generally heavy loads. The coach has been called up by a recent rise in fares by 

the East Lancashire Railway from Blackburn to Accrington. (Manchester Guardian, 21 February 

1849) 

Liverpool Great Spring Steeplechase. Wednesday, 28th February 1849. All the trains on the Liverpool 

and Bury line will stop to set down or take up passengers at the Aintree station which is within a 

few minutes’ walk of the race course. Trains will leave Salford station and between Liverpool and 

Aintree. (Manchester Guardian, 24 February 1849) 

Report of the Oldham Alliance Railway meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 24 February 1849) 

March 
Report of the Manchester and Southport Railway meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 3 March1849) 

On Thursday last, 1st March 1849 the last brick of the Ardwick viaduct of the L&YR was set by Mr 

W H Hutton, and the last stone was laid by Mr B Hemingway, after which the usual rejoicings took 

place at the General Birch Inn. The first brick of this viaduct was laid by Mr Hutton on the 9th June 

1847, so that little more than a year and a half has elapsed between the laying of the first and last 

bricks, including four months that works were suspended. This viaduct consists of fifty seven arches, 

one tubular bridge, one flat iron girder bridge and three cast iron arches, forming a junction with the 

Manchester and Birmingham Railway at Chancery Lane, Ardwick, and on the whole is a very pretty 

piece of workmanship. James Brunlees has been the resident engineer, and Messrs Nowell, 

Hemingway and Pearson, the contractors. (Manchester Examiner, 6 March1849) 

Summary of the accounts for the L&YR meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 7 March1849) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th March 1849. (Manchester Guardian 

& Herapath, 10 March1849) 
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Report of extra-ordinary scenes at Clifton Junction, blockade of trains. (Manchester Examiner, 13 

March1849) 

Of twenty tenders received for the extension of Tithebarn Street station that of George Thomson, 

£48,400, was accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 13 March1849) 

On Monday last, 12th March 1849 the neighbourhood of the Clifton station, the point, about five 

miles from Manchester, where the East Lancashire line, to Bury, and the north east of this county, 

forms a junction with the Manchester, Bolton and Preston line belonging to the L&YR, was the scene 

of a very unusual and extra-ordinary occurrence, and one which for the safety and convenience of 

the public, it is to be hoped will not be repeated.  

The line from Clifton to Manchester, as well as the station here, formerly belonging to the 

Manchester and Bolton Railway Company and upon the amalgamation of that company with the 

L&YR, it, of course, became the property of the latter company. During the time that it was the 

property of the former company, the East Lancashire Company was originated, and certain 

agreements were made between the two companies, and confirmed by act of Parliament, by which 

the trains of the East Lancashire Company should pass over the Manchester and Bolton line, 

between Clifton and Manchester, and should use the Salford station. Of course, on the Manchester 

and Bolton line becoming the property of the L&YR, this company succeeded to the rights and 

responsibilities of the Manchester and Bolton Company, touching this portion of the line.  

The East Lancashire Company, by their agreement with the Bolton Company, pay to the L&Y 

Company a certain toll for each passenger whom they carry over the line between Clifton and 

Manchester, and it is out of disputes, with regard to the manner of ascertaining the amount of the 

tolls due in this respect, that the belligerent proceedings between the two companies which we have 

now to relate, have originated. We are informed that, originally, the custom was for the tickets of 

the passengers by the East Lancashire Company’s up-trains, to Manchester, to be received at 

Clifton, by a collector jointly appointed and paid by the two companies; but that, some time since, 

this arrangement was put to an end; and that, subsequently, the East Lancashire Company have made 

periodical returns to the L&YR Company of the passengers carried by them for whom toll is 

payable, and that the toll has been paid upon these returns.  

The L&YR Company, feeling dissatisfied with this mode of arriving at the amount of tolls, which they 

thought gave them no adequate check over the correctness of the figures handed in to them by the 

East Lancashire Company, a few days since, demanded that the latter company should stop all their 

trains at the Clifton station (instead stopping of the trains as at present), and should allow the tickets 

of the passengers to be taken by the L&YR Company’s collectors; a course which other companies, 

who use different parts of their lines, pursue, and which they themselves in turn pursue towards the 

York and North Midland Company whose line their trains run upon between Normanton and 

Wakefield. 

The East Lancashire Company, however, declined to accede to this request; contending that the 

L&YR Company have sufficient guarantee for the correctness of the returns furnished to them, as 

they have access to all the books and returns of their (East Lancashire Company’s) servants; and 

they allege that the demand to take tickets is only made for the sake of annoyance and detention, 

since the two companies have become competitors for the traffic between Bradford and 

Manchester. The L&YR Company, we believe, state that they were not aware, until after the 

occurrences detailed below, state that the books of the East Lancashire Company were open to 

them.  

These are the principal points of the dispute between the two companies, and we may refer those 

who are desirous of more minute information on these points, to the letters of Mr Hacking and Mr 

Dunstan. The correspondence between the two companies upon the subject of collection of the 

tickets, not having led to a result satisfactory to the L&YR Company, their superintendent at 
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Manchester, Mr Blackmore, acting under legal advice, and with a view to a settlement of the dispute 

in a court of law, gave notice last week that he should on Monday take measures for preventing the 

East Lancashire Railway trains to Manchester coming upon the L&YR line, until the passengers’ 

tickets were given up to the officers of the L&YR. As the East Lancashire Company did not give way 

in consequence of this threat, the measures of the L&YR proceeded to carry it into execution on 

Monday morning last. From ten to twelve o’clock in the morning, in addition to the police, several of 

the directors and servants of both companies arrived at Clifton.  

The immediate neighbourhood is far from populous, but as the lines of railway from this point pass 

over rather lofty embankments, it could be seen from some distance around that there was an 

unusual commotion, and numbers of people were attracted to watch the proceedings. The East 

Lancashire Railway early trains were allowed to pass upon the L&YR line without obstruction, and 

run to Manchester; but at half past ten in the morning, as the next East Lancashire Railway train to 

Manchester was one which would not stop at Clifton, but would run on to Manchester, without 

giving the L&YR Company’s servants an opportunity to count the passengers, the latter began to 

take active measures to raise a sufficient obstruction to the passage of trains to their own line from 

that of the East Lancashire Company.  

A number of labourers were set at work for this purpose, under the direction of Captain Laws, 

managing director of the L&YR line; Mr Blackmore, superintendent of the traffic on the Bolton line; 

Mr Himners, superintendent of the goods traffic; and Mr Hurst, superintendent of the locomotive 

department. Their first step was to lay down across the L&YR Company’s down line of rails to 

Manchester, (sic) an immense balk of timber – laying is close to the points of the East Lancashire

Company’s rails forming the junction, and opposite the semaphore signal house of the East 

Lancashire Company. Behind this balk of timber, at either end, were driven down into the bed of the 

railway two heavy, long iron crow bars, to hold it to its position. Then again, behind this balk to 

timber, the L&YR Company brought up a train of six empty carriages, with its engine at the 

Manchester end and this may be said to this time to have completed the blockading scheme. The 

train of empty carriages was understood to have been for the double purpose of blockading the line, 

and for carrying forward any of the passengers from the East Lancashire train who might choose to 

leave it and go forward, over the Bolton line, to Manchester. The East Lancashire train was due in 

Manchester about 10.40, but it was nearly that time before it came up to Clifton, and when it came 

in sight it was signalled to stop, of course, rather than allow the engineer to break his own and the 

passenger’s necks by running upon the obstruction.  

Immediately the East Lancashire train stopped, the L&YR Company’s servants went and demanded 

the tickets from the passengers. This demand, however, was fruitless, inasmuch as the East 

Lancashire parties had taken the tickets from their passengers at the previous station, Ringley, a 

course which they are said to have followed for three months past. This was the signal for 

retaliatory measures by the East Lancashire party, who had till now walked in silence on either side 

of their own line, as the servants of the other company had done on their own property. The police, 

meantime, looking on at both, from the window of the railway station house, situated in the cleft of 

the fork formed by the two railways branching off to Bury and Bolton. The first act of the East 

Lancashire Company’s servants was to remove the balk of timber, and this they did without 

hindrance. The next proceeding of the East Lancashire party was to run forward their train, and 

attempt to force before them the L&YR train. The others, however, having put on their breaks and 

brought another engine up in front of their train, which they had detached from an express train 

from Manchester that had come up while the previous proceedings were going on, were able to 

maintain their ground. The East Lancashire Company by this time having brought up a heavy train 

laden with stone, on their other line, now caused it to run forward, and take up a position on the 

shunt across the L&Y’s up line to Manchester (sic), exactly abreast of the blockading train on the 

other line of rails. Thus the L&YR Company’s double line of rails was now completely blocked up, 

one line by their own train, and the other by the stone train of the East Lancashire Company. In this 

position matters remained till near twelve o’clock; and in the meantime, the affair every moment 
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assumed a more serious aspect. The L&YR Company’s trains, as they came up, from either direction, 

kept accumulating the means of blockade; and added to these, were the trains coming to the spot 

belonging to the East Lancashire Company; and those belonging to the Blackburn and Darwen 

Company, which came upon the L&YR rails at Bolton.  

By a little before twelve o’clock, there were altogether eight trains on the double lines of rails of the 

two companies, extending side by side for more than half a mile. Many of the passengers, in some 

alarm, got out of the trains to remonstrate with the company’s servants, and one party are said to 

have sent to Pendleton for a post chaise, threatening an action for detention. The L&YR blockading 

train having been left in the charge of Mr Blackmore, he, rather than continue the obstruction to the 

traffic on the two lines, withdrew the train shortly before twelve o’clock, and the various trains then 

passed onwards to their respective destinations.  

No accident occurred in consequence of the detention; and we are informed that the L&Y Company

had taken what they considered to be ample precautions against the occurrence of any accident, by 

posting signalmen on the line. The servants of both companies conducted themselves during the 

proceedings at Clifton with great coolness, so that there was no necessity for the interference of the 

county constabulary, a body of whom were posted in the station at Clifton. Whether the question 

will come before a court of law is uncertain, as it will be seen that the L&YR Company have made an 

offer to the East Lancashire Company, to accept a declaration of the number of passengers, to be 

given at Pendleton. The dispute about the taking of the tickets at Clifton is not, however, it would 

seem, the only one between the two companies which has led to proceedings of a somewhat violent 

nature.  

The L&YR Company has, as many of our Manchester readers are doubtless aware, a large yard for 

goods in Irwell Street, Salford, close to, but below the level of the Manchester and Bolton railway. In 

this yard, the waggons to be despatched by rail are loaded, and the waggon so loaded is then raised 

to the level of the line, and placed upon the rails there, by means of a large hoist. Now, the East 

Lancashire Company have the right of using this yard (indeed the whole station is a joint one) and, of 

course, the hoist also, on payment of certain tolls to the L&YR Company, by virtue of the East 

Lancashire Company’s act of 1844. By clauses in the act the East Lancashire Company are bound to 

give the L&YR Company a return of the weight of goods which they are about to forward by the line 

of the latter company, previous to the starting of the train. They do not dispute their liability to 

make such a return; the whole matter in question between the companies is, whether the return 

should be made after or before the goods have been hoisted. It appears that the goods are weighed 

in the yard before going up the hoist, and the East Lancashire Company contend, therefore, that this 

is the proper place to make the return. The East Lancashire Company, however, although it is stated 

that they formerly gave the return at the bottom of the hoist, have latterly refused to do so, 

contending that as the requirements of the act were, that the declaration should be signed by the 

guard or person in charge of the train, this could not be done until the train was formed upon the 

line.  

The L&YR Company, however, being determined to enforce compliance with their views of the 

duties of the East Lancashire Company, gave them notice that they would not be allowed to hoist 

any goods which they had not previously furnished a declaration to the L&YR Company. The East 

Lancashire Company, equally determined to carry out their views of the matter, proceeded 

accordingly, on Monday, to compel the hoisting of their waggons be force, and for this purpose they 

procured a number of “navvies”, armed with pickaxes, crowbars, etc., who proceeded to remove 

the L&YR Company’s servants from the hoist, and then to run their own trucks up to the hoist for 

the purpose of elevating them to the main line. This went on during the middle of the day, 

apparently without very much active resistance on the part of the L&YR Company’s servants; but, 

about six o’clock in the evening, the latter, by the direction of Captain Laws, and assisted also by a 

party of “navvies”, commenced active operations for the purpose of removing the carriages of the 

East Lancashire Company from the hoist. The “navvies” of the latter company, of course, resisted; 
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and as both parties were well armed with offensive weapons, a scene of great excitement, and on 

which threatened to end in a serious breach of the peace, ensued.  

Fortunately a body of the Salford police, under the command of Mr S Neal, chief constable, were on 

the spot (having been marched down early in the afternoon, at the request of the L&YR Company), 

and although they had, of course, looked on quietly during the early part of the proceedings, they 

now interfered. On their doing so, one of the East Lancashire men struck Mr Neal’s arm 

(accidentally, it is said), and the chief constable then gave orders that four of the East Lancashire 

Railway party should be taken into custody. This terminated the contest in the yard below; it was, 

however, resumed at a later period of the evening, upon the rails above. The East Lancashire Railway 

Company, as part of their operations, had brought an engine and goods train, and, having backed 

them against the hoist, had put the breaks down and reversed the engine, so as to prevent the L&YR

Company’s servants getting to the hoist. During the evening, however, the latter brought up an 

engine for the purpose of pulling away the train, and, one engine not proving sufficient, two other 

engines were subsequently brought up, and the East Lancashire train was then dragged out as far as 

Windsor Bridge. This terminated the war like proceedings of the company for the day, and we trust 

finally; for, irrespective of the public inconvenience which results from them, we would remind both 

parties that railway engines are very dangerous things to play with, and that their use in the manner 

above described, whatever precautions may be taken, is almost sure, in the end, to lead to some 

accident; and that if any accident should occur, it is almost equally certain to be of a  most frightful 

and extensive description. 

Yesterday morning, at the Salford Borough Court, before Messrs H L Trafford and E R Langworthy, 

mayor, four “navvies”, named Ralph Hogate, John Taylor, Thomas Adcock and Thomas Tomlinson, 

in the employ of the East Lancashire Railway Company, were charged with committing a breach of 

the peace at the railway station, New Bailey Street, Salford, on the previous evening. It appeared 

that about five o’clock on the preceding afternoon, Mr Neal, chief constable of Salford, received 

information from Mr Blackmore, superintendent of the station, and in the employ of the L&YR

Company, that a body of from fifty to sixty “navvies”, armed with crowbars, picks, spades and 

hammers, had been brought down, it was supposed by the East Lancashire Company, into the wharf 

of the goods station; and as a breach of the peace was apprehended, he requested that a body of 

policemen might be sent to the station to prevent any disturbance. Mr Neal proceeded at once to 

the spot, taking with him a portion of his force; and on arriving there, saw a large body of Navvies, 

mechanics and other workmen, near the engine house. The appearance threatening a serious breach 

of the peace, he deemed it necessary to send to Manchester for a body of fifty policemen. Shortly 

afterwards, Captain Laws, managing director of the L&Y Company, was sent for, and on his arrival 

he at once ordered that the goods trains should be despatched, and the regular works proceeded 

with. Some of the East Lancashire Company’s party then got hold of the waggons as if to upset them, 

and several others got hold of spades, etc.  

The chief constable considered it necessary at that moment to caution the men not to commit any 

breach of the peace. But the majority of the “navvies” disregarded this, and commenced using their 

crowbars, etc. The four prisoners being very active, he gave orders for them to be apprehended. 

Inspector Brown was endeavouring to apprehend the prisoner Hogate when the prisoner Taylor 

tried to rescue him. Taylor wrested the stick which he carried from Inspector Brown’s hand, and 

struck him over the eye with it. There were a large number of picks, spades, etc. lying in a heap; and 

the navvies were about to get hold of them, when Superintendent Taylor , of the Salford police, 

rushed forward, and advised them not to touch the things, and they were immediately afterwards 

removed by the police. Mr Neal, chief constable, requested the superintendents of both railway 

companies to withdraw their men. This suggestion was acted upon, and the affair ended, 

Superintendent Taylor stated that he thought there were about two hundred men engaged on both 

sides. The prisoners, in their defence, said that they did not know where they were coming to when 

they were brought, nor what they were sent for to do. Mr Trafford said that he wished the 

principals would settle their affairs themselves, without putting forward their men. Taylor, who 
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struck the inspector, was bound over in his own recognisance in £10, to keep the peace for three 

months; and then they were all discharged. (Manchester Guardian, 14 March1849) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the maintenance of the permanent way and works of 

about 26 miles of this line of railway in two sections. (Manchester Guardian, 17 March1849) 

Report of the dispute at Clifton Junction. (Illustrated London News, 17 March1849; Lithograph, 24 

March1849) 

Nearly three fourths of the immense wooden viaduct now erecting at Mytholm Bridge on the 

Holmfirth branch of the Huddersfield and Penistone Junction Railway were lately blown down, many 

of the colossal upright timber pieces composing the structure were snapped in twain as if they had 

been mere matchwood. (The Builder, 17 March1849) 

Mr McCormick will hold the company responsible for all losses he may sustain by not having 

possession of the land on the Bradford contract. (L&YR Minutes, 21 March1849) 

On Monday last, 26th March 1849 Captain Wynne, RE, made a second inspection of the Liverpool 

and Preston branch of the East Lancashire Railway. Captain Wynne was not accompanied by any of 

the directors of the company or principal officials. It is intended to open the line to the public on 

Monday next if the official report permits. (Manchester Guardian, 28 March1849) 

April 
The East Lancashire Railway will open the Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston section on Monday next, 

2nd April 1849. (Manchester Guardian, 28 March1849) 

The Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston Line will be opened, subject to the approval of the Railway

Commissioners, on Monday, 2nd April 1849. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 28 March1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for wagon building materials, including Losh and Bell wheels. (Herapath, 31 

March1849) 

Notice that the L&YR will be prepared, immediately, to issue season tickets, not transferable, at a 

charge of £25 each, to convey parties between Manchester, Liverpool, Bolton, Wigan and Preston 

and the following stations on the Bolton and Preston Railway, viz. Kirkham, Lytham, Poulton, 

Blackpool and Fleetwood. The tickets to come into operation on 10th April next, 1849, and to 

expire on 10th October next 1849. Each ticket to convey one person only. (Manchester Examiner, 

31 March1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a brick warehouse at Bolton. (Manchester Guardian, 7 April 1849) 

Since the opening of the East Lancashire line to Liverpool, on Monday last, 2nd April 1849 the 

inhabitants of Preston have had opportunities of cheap travelling presented such as even the most 

liberal of “cheap trips” never held out to them, and this caused solely by a spirit of opposition 

existing between the LNWR and the East Lancashire Railway, both of which now possess railway 

communication between this town and Liverpool, the latter, however, being undoubtedly the more 

direct route, and the one which must eventually become “THE” line to Liverpool, under whosoever 

management it may be worked.  

On Monday, this line was opened at the following fares to Liverpool; 1st class 5/-, 2nd class 3/9, 3rd

class 2/6. On Tuesday morning the North Union Railway announced a reduction in their fares to 4/-, 

3/- and 2/-. No sooner was this known than down came the East Lancashire Railway to the same 

fares. Resolved not to be beaten the North Union Railway fares were again reduced to 3/-, 2/3 and 

1/6 and equally determined not to give in the East Lancashire fares were reduced to the same. The 

North Union Railway fares were again carried to a point lower, and announced at 2/-, 1/6 and 1/- 
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and the other company immediately reduced to the same. All this alteration was made during 

Tuesday, and so matters stood on the evening of that day.  

On Wednesday morning, the public were surprised by the following rate of fares issued by the 

North Union Railway; 1st class 1/-, 2nd class 9d and 3rd class 6d. A distance of thirty two or more 

miles for 6d. To these prices the East Lancashire did not follow, in consequence, we imagine, of their 

having heavy tolls to pay at each end of their line on all passengers. Their fares, therefore, remained 

the same as on the previous day. On Thursday, affairs remained in the same position, and vast 

numbers pf persons availed themselves of the opportunity and visited Liverpool. Yesterday morning 

the fare market got up on one side. The North Union Railway fares were raised to 3/6, 2/6 and 2/-; 

whilst those on the East Lancashire remained at 2/-, 1/- and 6d and as the day was a general holiday 

many hundreds of passengers travelled over the line. So matters stood when we went to press last 

night, but how they may be this morning it is impossible to predict; possibly we may be startled by 

finding one or other of the rival companies announcing free trains, with a gratis dinner at the end of 

the journey; if the reduction of fares continues at the rate at which it commenced this week, they 

must in the end come to something of the sort. It is probable, however, that some arrangement will 

be come to between the adverse parties. (From Preston Pilot) (Manchester Examiner, 10 April 

1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a timber engine shed at Sandhills Bridge, Liverpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 25 April 1849) 

Contract for warehouse at Bolton let to William Artingstall, excavation £2,200, warehouse £5,050. 

(L&YR Minutes, 25 April 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the conversion of the present pile way into an embankment into 

Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 28 April 1849) 

May 
Arrangements to be made with George Thomson for purchase, for £16,000, of old building materials 

on the Tithebarn Street extension, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 1 May 1849) 

The East Lancashire Railway announce reduced fares from:  

Manchester to Preston 

1st class 
4/6 

2nd

class 
3/6 

3rd

class 
2/-. 

Trains leave Salford station;
1st 2nd 3rd at 6.40 10.30 1.20 6.00 
1st and 2nd

fast at 
9.05 4.15

Manchester to Southport.

1st class 
9/- 

2nd

class 
and 
inside 
7/-  

2nd

class 
and 
outside 
6/3 

3rd

class 
and 
outside 
4/6. 

Trains leave 
Salford 
station at  

9.05am 4.15pm 

Southport 
at 

9.15am 4.15pm

The coach will meet trains at Ormskirk; travelling time three hours.
 (Manchester Examiner, 1 May 1849) 
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East Lancashire Railway.  

All the trains depart from Salford station as under.
Those for Southport are marked thus *. 
6
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a
m
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a
m

9
.
0
5
a
m
* 

1
0
.
3
0
a
m

1
2
.
1
0
p
m

1
.
1
5
p
m
* 

3
.
1
5
p
m

4
.
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p
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.
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0
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0
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8
.
1
5
p
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(Manchester Guardian, 5 May 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a brick warehouse at Mumps, and a stone warehouse at Huddersfield. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 May 1849) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 2nd May 1849 to consider the consolidation 

into stock of the preference shares. (Manchester Guardian, 5 May 1849) 

In a case of compensation at Bradford, to Messrs Ripley, dyers, by the L&YR Company, the evidence 

for the claimants went to prove that they would suffer to the extent of from £1,000 to £1,500 by 

the loss of light and ventilation; that the value of 4,190 yards of land required by the Railway 

Company would be £838, being 4s per yard; and that the loss by severance, upon the rest, 11,673 

yards would be £875-9s, being 1s 6d per yard. Arrangements was come to with respect to the loss 

of light and ventilation, and the jury, in reference to the land required, gave a verdict for the 

claimants – damages for 4,190 square yards of land, 2s 6d per yard or £523-15s, and for injury by 

severance £150. (The Builder, 5 May 1849) 

Culvert near Mumps new warehouse, required to make room for the excavated earth, to be built by 

George Thomson at 15/- per yard for brickwork. (L&YR Minutes, 8 May 1849) 

We are informed that the East Lancashire Railway Company have received formal notice from the 

Postmaster-general, to convey the mails between Liverpool and Preston, over the Liverpool, 

Ormskirk and Preston section of their railway, on and after the 3rd of June next 1849. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 May 1849) 

Due to the relaying of the electric telegraph wires beneath the streets of Manchester it has been 

found necessary to remove the instruments from the company’s offices in the Exchange Arcade to 

their temporary offices at Victoria station, Hunts Bank. This was done yesterday morning and 

continue there during the greatest part, if not the whole, of the present week. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 May 1849) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for a brick or stone warehouse at Salford, 116 feet by 50 

feet and three storeys high. (Manchester Guardian, 16 May 1849) 

The late Churchwardens just before retiring from office completed the conveyance of the Walkers 

Croft burial ground to the L&YR, the purchase money being paid into the Bank of England, and 

placed in the name of the accountant general of the Court of Chancery, agreeably to the act of 

Parliament authorising the sale. At present there is no parish burial ground, and it is therefore the 
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duty of the new Churchwardens to supply the deficiency as soon as may be. A difficulty may arise in 

the selection of a suitable piece of ground, as the act in question does not permit the purchase of 

land within a given distance of a dwelling house of the value of £50 per year and upwards. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 May 1849) 

Report of a continuing dispute between the East Lancashire Railway and the contractors, Hattersley, 

at Burnley. (Manchester Examiner, 19 May 1849) 

The first stone of the paddocks viaduct (sic) on the Huddersfield and Sheffield line was laid on 

Thursday week before last, “by the infant son of Mr Frazer, resident engineer, on the works”. The 

viaducts will be a work of immense labour and when completed will connect the Huddersfield and 

Sheffield line with the Huddersfield and Manchester line in an open cutting in Spring Wood tunnel. In 

order to make way for these viaducts, a mansion, which had been erected within the past few years 

at a cost of £1,400 and four other large and respectable houses, have been razed to the ground. 

(The Builder, 19 May 1849) 

During the present week a considerable part of the buildings materials which covered the site of the 

proposed L&YR station near the Exchange in Liverpool, has been sold by auction and cleared off. 

Apart from the great convenience of the very central station, some important sanitary 

improvements will be accomplished by the entire removal of many blocks of old cottage property. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 May 1849) 

The L&YR announce terms for season tickets to the Fylde stations; £10 for two months; £18 10s for 

four months; and £25 for six months. The tickets come into operation on the first or fifteenth of any 

month. (Manchester Examiner, 19 May 1849) 

Warehouse at Mumps station let to John Turner for £5,187. (Minutes, 22 May 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and completion of a stone warehouse at Bradford; for the 

supply of 600 yards of 4 ins iron water piping, 70 yards of 8ins iron water piping. To be delivered and 

fixed at the Knottingley station. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 26 May 1849) 

June 
Report of an extra-ordinary meeting of the Fleetwood, Preston and West Riding Junction Railway on 

Wednesday, 30th May 1849. As a consequence of losing the application for the Burnley and Colliery 

Branch it may be necessary to let the line to another to enable the payment of liabilities on the 

Preston and Longridge line. (Manchester Examiner, 2 June 1849) 

Long report of the contractors opening of the Huddersfield and Penistone line on Friday, 25th May 

1849 with a description of the railway. (Manchester Examiner, 2 June 1849) 

A Deed of Contract with George Thomson for the execution and completion of the Tithebarn Street 

extension to be prepared “in as short a form as possible”, by Messrs Derbishire and Lewis. (L&YR

Minutes, 6 June 1849) 

The opening of the Burnley branch of the L&Y is retarded by another earth slip at the Holmes 

Chapel tunnel. This last fall has rendered fruitless the labour of many months. The fall was so sudden 

that the men had to leave their working implements behind them in escaping with their lives. (The 

Builder, 9 June 1849) 

Alteration of the East Lancashire Railway timetable; the 1.15pm train from Salford to all parts now 

leaves at 1.30pm and the 7.00pm now runs through to all parts. (Manchester Examiner, 13 June 

1849) 

Report of the opening of the Huddersfield and Manchester Railway by the engineers on Saturday, 

16th June 1849. (Manchester Guardian, 20 June 1849) 
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We are glad to observe that the East Lancashire Railway have announce of a cheap train from Colne 

and Burnley to Liverpool on Saturday morning, to return the same evening. The working classes will 

thus be enabled to enjoy the refreshing breeze of the Mersey, and forget, for a time, their pent-up 

dwellings, in the picturesque views that adorn that most useful of rivers.(Manchester Examiner, 23 

June 1849) 

The works on the Burnley branch to be taken over immediately by the Company from Mr Flaviell, 

whose progress has continued unsatisfactory. (L&YR Minutes, 26 June 1849) 

The L&YR have announced a series of cheap trips, during the summer months, to Blackpool and 

Fleetwood, for which they intend charging females and children “half price”. This is the first instance 

that we remember of ladies being charged a less fare than gentlemen for railway travelling. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 June 1849) 

July 
Probable cost of completing the line to the junction with the L&YR (at Sandhills) between £70,000 

and £100,000. (Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway Minutes, 3 July 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a goods shed at Mirfield; for a passenger station at Bradford.

(Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1849) 

Second notice to open the second line of rails on the Ashton branch to be given as soon as possible. 

(L&YR Minutes, 10 July 1849) 

On Wednesday last an old man, under the protection of two relatives, left Southport for 

Manchester. On arriving at the East Lancashire Railway station at Blackburn, a change of carriages 

had to be effected, and on removing the poor old creature, he was found to be dead. The relatives 

of the deceased, however, were very much indisposed to believe the melancholy fact, and said that 

as they had laid his fare they should take him forward. As they very expressingly made this request, 

the railway authorities complied with it, and the deceased was forthwith conveyed to Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 14 July 1849) 

The LNWR announce that on and after Monday, 16th July 1849 the 7.00am and 6.15pm trains from 

Liverpool and the 7.20am and 6.35pm trains from Manchester will cease to carry third class 

passengers. (Manchester Examiner, 14 July 1849) 

Passenger station at Bradford to be built by Robert Neill for £1,000. (L&YR Minutes, 17 July 1849) 

Estimates of work to be completed by the contractors on the Cleckheaton branch is £1,174. Ordered, 

that the work be done and the cost debited to Mr McCormick. (L&YR Minutes, 17 July 1849) 

Report of the formal opening of the Huddersfield and Manchester Railway on Friday, 13th July 1849. 

(Manchester Examiner, 18 July 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a cotton shed at Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 21 July 1849) 

The LNWR announce the opening of the Huddersfield and Manchester Railway on Wednesday 1st

August 1849. (Manchester Guardian, 25 July 1849) 

The East Lancashire Railway, its origins and history. (Manchester Guardian, 25 July 1849) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for finishing certain works on the Burnley contract, 

including the completion and maintenance of the permanent way. (Manchester Guardian, 25 July 

1849) 

As in most stations on this section (of the East Lancashire Railway) the booking and other offices of 

Ramsbottom station stand on the right, or east of the line; on the other side is a waiting shed for the 



1840 - 1849 

248 

Newchurch passengers. Stubbins station has a small wooden edifice for its booking office and waiting 

room. (Manchester Guardian, 28 July 1849) 

The LNWR timetable for the Huddersfield and Manchester line shows seven trains daily and three 

on Sundays in each direction. (Manchester Guardian, 28 July 1849) 

Trips on the East Lancashire Railway. No.1. Manchester to Accrington.  

The Salford station has been considerably enlarged, in order to provide the additional 

accommodation requisite for the East Lancashire traffic and that of the L&YR Manchester and Bolton 

line. In a central station of so much traffic, of course, great care has been taken to separate the 

trains as much as possible. The arrival platform is a mutual one; but the departures take place from 

the opposite side of the station, where there is a long departure platform. The Bolton trains leave 

on the right of this platform and the East Lancashire trains from an insulated departure line, on the 

left of this platform, next the wall which divides the station from the Liverpool and Manchester  

extension line to Hunts Bank. The spacious station is roofed over to the extent of 160 yards, by 28 

yards width; it is well lighted by horticultural glass ridges in the roof. There are four lines of rails 

within the station; a common arrival and departure line for each company. Issuing from the station, 

the traveller sees, right and left of the line, the large square towers which contain the machinery, for 

raising and lowering the goods trucks from and to the level of the spacious warehouses in the 

streets below, for the line is here carried on a viaduct thirty feet above the level of the streets. 

These warehouses, which are occupied by both companies for the deposit of goods, are partly the 

arches of the viaduct itself, and partly detached buildings in the streets flanking the viaduct.  

Twice in the night time, viz. at midnight, when the hoists are raising up to the line the goods for 

departing luggage trains; and again between four and five am, when they are lowering the goods 

which have arrived here by the night luggage trains, this part of the line exhibits a very singular 

scene, The number of porters and goods clerks, carters, and others, the rattling of engines, the 

creaking. Descent or ascent, of the hoists, the glare of the lights, with the noise and bustle 

inseparable from the rapid raising and lowering of every description of goods in considerable bulk, all 

conspire to give the stranger, witnessing it in the dead of night, a striking impression of a never 

ceasing toil of steam on its iron roads. 

Passing along the Bolton line the first point of interest reached is the cattle station at Cross Lane 

immediately adjacent to the great cattle market of Manchester and Salford. To this point large 

quantities of cattle are conveyed along the East Lancashire Railway every Wednesday morning; and, 

what is somewhat remarkable, after sale in the market, many of the cattle are re-conveyed over the 

line for slaughtering in some of the very towns, through which they had been brought the same 

day…The Bury station is not only a handsome station, but the central offices of the company are 

erected here, close to the line. The company offices and station house form a handsome brick 

edifice with stone dressings, on the right of the line, three storeys in height, with a frontage of 180 

feet; and consisting of a centre portion, 24 feet deep, and two connection wings, each 32 feet 

square. The station ground is not yet completed. It is roofed over for a length of 274 feet; the roof 

is light, being of iron lined with inch board, the central ridge on both sides being of horticultural 

glass. The roof springs from the office buildings, on the east side of the line; on the west side, it is 

supported by fifteen cast iron columns. The station is well lighted at night, by sixteen octagonal gas 

lanterns. There are three passenger platforms at this station; the principal one adjoining the offices, 

for trains north (sic) is of stone, 280 feet long. And 16 feet wide; the centre one (between the two 

lines of rail) is a wooden step platform, about 200 feet in length, for the Accrington trains; there is a 

third platform of wood, on the west side of the line, about the same length, for trains south (sic). 

Beyond the station shed on the west side, are the lines, or sidings, for the up and down goods trains, 

which are thus kept wholly apart from the passenger trains, and so one of the most fertile sources 

of collisions at stations is wholly avoided. At each end of the offices is a roofed carriage shed; the 

north one is 185 feet long, the south one about ten feet shorter.  
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About a mile south of the station is the locomotive shed, and opposite, on the other side of the line, 

the clerks’ offices in the locomotive department. The carriage building shops are opposite the 

station and the general offices on the west side of the line. Immediately on quitting the station 

northwards, the lien is carried through a tunnel under Bolton Street, and north of the tunnel is a 

coal stage east of the line, and an extensive goods warehouse west of it […]. 

At Helmshore station is a stone cottage erected for a gate keeper, who is to be constantly on the 

spot to prevent accidents from carts crossing the line. There is a timber warehouse for goods with 

siding rails to it […] the line crosses (the Haslingden Grange Road) by a tubular girder bridge, 

constructed by Mr William Fairbairn, of Manchester, on the same principle as those at Conway and 

Menai Strait, but the rails are here carried over and not within the tunnel. The tubes of this bridge 

are supported by joists of iron and timber combined…a short tunnel of 146 yards in length, on 

emerging, teaches the Haslingden station; its offices, passenger platforms, and goods warehouse, of 

stone, on the right of the line […] the offices of Baxenden station are contained in a small neat stone 

structure, of the same style and character as that at Helmshore  […] immediately before entering 

Accrington station ground, the line is carried over the reservoir of the large cotton mills of Messrs 

Hargreaves by a timber viaduct 210 yards in length.  

Accrington station is one of the most extensive and important stations on the whole line. It forms a 

junction with the lines to Colne and Blackburn and Preston. First examining the westerly part of the 

station, we find a large stone building, for a goods warehouse, with its weighing machine house; 

inside the warehouse if fitted up on the most approved construction, with large wooden platforms, 

five feet high, and revolving cranes, so that carts, waggons, or trucks may be most expeditiously 

laden and unladen. On the right of this branch of the station is another stone building, being a range 

of shopping for repairing the locomotives, with a tank at the top for the supply of water. Beyond it is 

the locomotive shed, a long stone building, conveniently placed between the diverging lines, east, 

west, and south; and near it a large turntable, on which an engine and its tender can be at once 

transferred together from one line to another, or from the shed to either line.  

Passing over this to the easterly part of the station, for trains passing to or from Burnley and Colne, 

we come, on its left side, to a large wooden shed for carriages, having within it three lines of rails. A 

little further is a building of brick and timber for station office and waiting rooms, with stone 

platform. On the right of this line, just above the town of Accrington, stands a long and handsome 

edifice for the principal station office, etc. It is built of the hard, white stone of the neighbourhood; 

and contains, besides booking offices, first and second class ladies’ and gentlemen’s waiting rooms, 

etc., a very good and spacious refreshment room; the end nearest Manchester is a station office for 

the Electric Telegraph Company, and the small room at the other end is a lamp house, etc. The 

front of this edifice next the line is of one storey; from its centre rises a small clock tower, which is 

to have an illuminated clock with four dials, so as to be visible not only to the three lines converging 

here, but also to the town. The turret is surmounted by a vane. Next the town, one half of the front 

consists of two storeys, with garden, for the superintendents residence; the other half is approached 

by an elevated esplanade for carriages, on a level with the station ground, and entering the booking 

offices, which are on the upper floor. The whole building is at once convenient and elegant, and well 

adapted to the growing traffic of this part of the line. A little beyond this edifice, on the same side of 

the line, and just at the entrance of the Accrington viaduct, is a semaphore signal station, a small and 

lofty timber turret, with two signal posts, each having two separate moveable semaphore arms for 

day signals, and two different coloured lamps for night signals. The motive power is be means of a 

chain ending in a sort of stirrup, which by the foot is forced downwards to make the signal, or 

withdrawn to make another. There is a signalman stationed here, whose duty it is not only to make 

all the requisite signals, but also to clean and trim the lamps, which are kept in a little room here.  

At this station, there being two distinct lines, and the trains running in three different directions, 

there are two posts instead of one, as at ordinary stations. The four stirrups, each moving an arm of 

one of the posts, are arranged together, with the directions on a brass plate, just above the stirrup 
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for the signalman’s guidance. The same treading down, or releasing the stirrup, makes both day and 

night signal; that is, it moves the arm for day, and also the signal lamp for night. In approaching a 

signal station, the engine driver is guided only by the arm which works on his left hand side of the 

post. If this is extended at right angles to the post, with a red light shown (by night) on the post, he 

is to stop before entering the station. If the arm is depressed, or standing at an angle of 45 degrees 

below the horizontal line, and a green lamp is shown (by night) on the post, he is to come in slowly, 

and to stop at the station. If the left arm is out of sight (for, when down, it falls behind the post, and 

is concealed by it), and (by night) a white light is shown on the post, he may go on, it being the signal 

that all is right for passing through the station without stopping. This is a signal most wanted at the 

small roadside stations, when there are no passengers to take up. Instead of the timber turret and 

platform, which are necessary at the principal stations, there is merely a post, with a ladder and iron 

stage at the top, at the smaller roadside stations. This useful semaphore signal is patented and 

manufactured by Messrs Stevens & Sons, of Darlington Works, Southwark Bridge Road, London. 

(Manchester Guardian, 28 July 1849) 

August 
Two signals at Stalybridge are sufficient for the safe working of the lines […] and the charge of the 

signals of both lines at this point is as it should be in the hands of the servants of one company, viz 

the MS&LR. I would only suggest that they should always be kept at stop which will give the 

signalman more complete control over the lines of each company. (Inspection report, 1 August 

1849) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Monday, 30th July 1849. 

(Manchester Guardian, 1 August 1849) 

Approval, dated 1st August 1849, for opening of second line of rails on the Ashton branch, except 

that portion passing over the river Medlock, near Clayton Bridge. (L&YR Minutes) 

Trips on the East Lancashire Railway. No.2. Accrington to Colne. 

 […] The Rose Grove station, where the offices, passenger platforms, etc., are of stone is reached. 

There is here also a substantial stone building for a goods warehouse  […] to the right are the 

extensive collieries of the executors of the late Mr Hargreaves, all the produce of which is taken by 

the East Lancashire Railway, under contract for seven years; and from this coal all the coke is made 

that is required for the supply of the locomotives along the lines of this company; the coking ovens 

being visible at a little distance to the left of the line […] the line enters a cutting near the junction 

(to the right), with the L&YR line from Todmorden […]. Barracks station is for the accommodation 

of the inhabitants of the western part of Burnley. There is a stone warehouse for goods, and also a 

timber shed for merchandise. The station office, etc., are on the right of the line…the railway is 

carried finally across the valley of the Calder and that river, by one of the finest viaducts in the 

country, consisting of fifteen stone arches each of sixty feet span, to the principal station for Burnley, 

which is distinguished by its substantial stone building for offices, etc., with its flagged platforms 

covered by projecting eaves from the offices…the line reaches Marsden station, with its substantial 

stone edifice, comprising offices and waiting rooms. Close to the line on the left, and connected with 

it by a siding, is Marsden Colliery from which coals at taken direct to the coking ovens, or the 

depots of the company […]. The Nelson station is next gained […] the station offices are of stone, 

of the usual substantial character, form and arrangement […] over the river Calder, at a height of 

seventy five feet above the stream, by the Colne viaduct, of fine stone and brick erection, consisting 

six arches, each of sixty feet span. Immediately afterwards the line is carried over the turnpike road 

and reaches Colne station. The station office is a temporary wooden erection (the permanent one 

will be of stone); and there is a new and substantial stone warehouse for goods. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 August 1849) 
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The L&YR and the LNWR have allowed the Passengers Assurance Company to issue tickets on their 

lines. It commenced with the present month. The assurance tickets for a single journey, irrespective 

of distance, are obtained at the same time that the passenger pays his fare and takes his ticket. The 

first class passenger paying 3d insures for £1,000; the second class paying 2d, £500; and the third 

class passenger 1d, £200. The company also provide medical attendance and compensation for 

accidents to limbs as well as live. (Illustrated London News, 11 August 1848; Manchester Guardian, 

25 August 1849) 

The East Lancashire Railway meeting held on 30th July 1849 reported that ”with a view to securing 

greater regularity in the dispatch of the trains, and the better conduct of the traffic generally, 

arrangements have been made for the erection of the electric telegraph on the line between Colne 

and Accrington, -- the latter town being the point where the most important junctions are formed”. 

(Herapath, 11 August 1849) 

Trips on the East Lancashire Railway. No. 3. The Rossendale line.  

The Rossendale line. As in most stations on this section of the line the booking and other offices of 

Ramsbottom station stand on the right, or east, of the line; on the other side is a waiting shed for 

the Newchurch passengers […]. Stubbins station has a small wooden edifice for its booking office 

and waiting room  […] shortly afterwards, some siding rails, give the means of two trains passing, at 

Ewood Bridge station; a plain stone edifice serving for booking office and waiting rooms, to which a 

flight of steps descends from the road above the line. On the left, a goods warehouse is being 

erected […]. Rawtenstall station has a very neat edifice, on the right for the station offices, waiting 

rooms, etc., which was designed by Messrs Holden, architects, Manchester, who also designed the 

central office of the company and station at Bury, all the other stations on the line being designed by 

Mr Perring, the company’s resident engineer. It is a one storey building containing booking offices, 

waiting rooms, in the centre, an inspectors’ office and a dwelling for the station master. An engine 

shed is at the west end of the station office. In front is the passenger platform, with flag floor and a 

projecting roof, or awning, supported by neat, slender iron columns […]. A little beyond the station 

the station the railway crosses the river Irwell at Fall Barn Bridge by a cast iron flat girder bridge, 

supported by iron columns. On the extreme right are the extensive mill and loom sheds of J 

Robinson Kay […]. On the right of the line at Newchurch is a timber warehouse for goods, and 

then the station office and waiting room, a neat edifice of timber, on the same plan as those 

throughout the line. The line is terminated a little beyond the Newchurch station by an archway, 

tunnelled in the rock to a distance of thirty or forty yards, on the side of a steep, wild, and wooden 

height, called “The Thrutch”. (Manchester Guardian, 11 August 1849) 

Mr Watts to prepare a blank schedule for George Thomson to fill in his prices for the erection of the 

offices, etc., at Tithebarn Street station. The iron roofing to be advertised for tenders. (L&YR Minutes, 

11 August 1849) 

A fire was discovered at the Oldham Road goods yard of the L&YR in Manchester on Saturday night, 

11th August 1849, in a shed for making oil cloth coverings for use in the company’s traffic. By the 

time the fire brigades had arrived the roof of the building, about 21 yards long by 12 yards wide, had 

fallen in and a number of trucks standing near the shed and loaded with canvas, carpeting, soda, etc., 

were on fire. (Manchester Guardian, 15 August 1849) 

Trips on the East Lancashire Railway. No.4. Accrington to Preston.  

 […] A tunnel, 434 yards long, carries the traveller to the commodious station of Blackburn, a neat 

edifice in the Italian style […]. After leaving the station, the line is carried over Darwen Street by an 

iron-rib bridge, and next over the river Darwen on a timber bridge (of two openings). A little 

further is the junction (on the left of the line) of the Darwen, which is, however, at a higher 

elevation than the line under notice […] the line is carried over the Darwen again by the splendid 

Hoghton viaduct, built of stone from the neighbouring quarries, (of three arches, of sixty three feet 
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span) at a height of 116 feet from the river bed […] the Bamber Bridge station is reached, here 

there is formed a sort of triangular junction lines, of which the angles are the Bamber Bridge, the 

Farington, and the Preston stations. From Bamber Bridge, the Preston extension, diverging to the 

right, will lead direct to Preston, giving an independent entrance to the East Lancashire Company. 

The East Lancashire line continues direct to Farington station, and thence forward to Ormskirk and 

Liverpool; and at Farington station the North Union Railway is carried below the East Lancashire line 

forward to Preston. Along the shorter side, or base, of the triangle, from the Farington station to 

Bamber bridge station, there is also another curve line, to connect the former with the Preston 

Extension of the East Lancashire Company, near Bamber Bridge. This arrangement gives great 

facilities to railway transit, in any direction at this point. (Manchester Guardian, 18 August 1849) 

Mr Brunlees to arrange a schedule of prices with Mr Thomson forthwith for Tithebarn Street 

passenger station. (L&YR Minutes, 21 August 1849) 

For weeks it took four days to reach London, from Huddersfield; i.e. a small parcel despatched from 

London on Tuesday night could not be delivered in Huddersfield before Saturday morning. It is true 

that this partly arose from the want of station room for the unloading of trucks; and that 

consequently it was not uncommon to see every siding both at Huddersfield station and at the 

Heaton Lodge junction, occupied by trucks of merchandise waiting to be unloaded.  

There have been as many as 300 at one time thus waiting and as many as five days have intervened 

between the arrival of the goods and their delivery to the merchants, from these combined causes; 

the immense increase in business, and the deficiency of station accommodation. To some this latter 

has been remedied, by the opening for use of the goods warehouse lately erected by the LNWR, all 

the carrying department being formerly thrust into a small temporary warehouse, erected on the 

same side of the rails as the passenger station, and, in fact, occupying part of the ground on which 

the latter is to stand, when completed.  

At present also another goods warehouse is in course of erection, for the use of the L&YR, who still 

continue to run up into the Huddersfield station from their Cleckheaton branch; and who will also 

have a joint-use of the station when their Huddersfield and Penistone line is opened for traffic. Some 

inconvenience has been experienced by passengers on the L&Y lines up to Huddersfield, from the 

want, it is said, of a cordial understanding between the two companies, or from the very belligerent 

and unaccommodating tactics of the latter company, of which memorable instance was given in the 

attempt to blockade the East Lancashire lines.  

Be this as it may, however, passengers from Rochdale, Todmorden, Hebden Bridge, Sowerby Bridge, 

Halifax, Elland, and Brighouse are taken down the L&Y line, past the Heaton Lodge junction of the 

Huddersfield and Manchester Railway, and conveyed to Mirfield; and are kept waiting until the other 

arrangements of the company, such as the arrival of additional trains, enable them to send up to 

Huddersfield, a train from off their Cleckheaton branch, into which all the other passengers, by their 

lines east and west, are stowed. It is no unusual thing for the passengers thus wanting, to see the 

Leeds and Manchester trains of the LNWR pass through Mirfield station, on their route through 

Huddersfield; the said train arrives at the latter town a considerable time before the “waiting” 

passengers, comfortably placed on a siding, starts from Mirfield.  

Through this arrangement, or rather mal-arrangement, it often takes a passenger three hours to get 

from Halifax to Huddersfield, a distance of seven miles. This, however, will in time, if continued, 

rectify itself. Passengers, when they find that their time is thus trifled with, and that the excuses 

given by the servants of the L&YR, why they should not depart from Mirfield by the first up train to 

Huddersfield, are not valid, will not consent to be placed on a siding for thirty minutes or more, to 

suit the caprice, or something worse, of a quarrelling railway company; but they will insist on being 

taken to Huddersfield by the first conveyance that offers. (Manchester Examiner, 25 August 1849) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 29 August 1849) 
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The meeting of the Manchester and Southport Railway was held on Tuesday, 28th August 1849. 

(Manchester Examiner, 29 August 1849) 

September 
Trips on the East Lancashire Railway. No.5. Preston to Liverpool.  

Ormskirk station is at the northern extremity of the town; the approach thereto being by Lydiate 

Lane, which is carried over the line by a stone bridge (three arches). At this point the Skelmersdale 

branch, a line of single rails to a colliery, has its junction, diverging to the east of the main line […]. 

From Ormskirk to the next station, Town Green, the line is carried in a deep cutting. It is this 

cutting in the new red sandstone, which has supplied the ballast for the roadway of the line on 

nearly its entire length […] from Walton Junction station to the terminus in Liverpool the line is 

formed at the joint expense and is the joint property of the East Lancashire Railway and the L&YR. 

At Walton Junction the Liverpool and Bury line enters this line. A quarter of a mile beyond this, the 

line is carried through a tunnel, 1,140 yards in length, on emerging from which the Bootle station is 

passed. The line is carried thence to Liverpool at a considerable elevation […] crossing the Leeds 

and Liverpool Canal for the last time, and passing over a viaduct, 1,516 yards in length (of 120 

arches), the Love Lane station, the temporary station for Liverpool, is gained. The permanent station 

in Tithebarn Street, immediately behind the Exchange, will be about half a mile distant from Love 

Lane. (Manchester Guardian, 1 September 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply and fixing at their stations at Bolton and Oldham, 16 or more 

warehouse cranes, each capable of lifting two tons in weight. (Manchester Guardian, 1 September 

1849) 

Railway Telegraphing. – Some months ago the L&YR Company resolved to extend a telegraphic 

system over the whole of their lines, the objects being increased economy in working arrangements, 

combined with what is of equal importance to the company, and of deepest interest to the public 

greater safety in handling the trains than is possible without the aid of the telegraph. The telegraph 

works are now finished; and, while all the most modern improvements have been introduced, it is 

believed that the system of wires in more complete than any existing, or as yet attempted, in 

connection with the lines of any other company. The railway company invited tenders for the works, 

it being specially stipulated that the latest improvements in insulating the wires, as well as in the 

construction of the instruments and batteries, must be adopted; and that the general working should 

be simple and efficient. After close investigation of the tenders received, it was resolved to confide 

the matter entirely to the Magnetic Telegraph Company, whose system, requiring but one wire for 

each circuit, appeared at once the cheapest, simplest, and most effective. Preparations were 

immediately made for a complete system of wires, from Liverpool and Fleetwood on the west, 

through the Bradford district and to Goole on the east. Sir Charles Bright undertook and planned 

the works; the general arrangements for the actual telegraphing were drawn up by E Bright, 

secretary to the Magnetic Company, and brother of Sir Charles, and the general superintendent of 

the constructing of the works was given into the hands of Robert Dodwell, one of the company’s 

principal officers, who is now engaged in organising the telegraph staff as a special department of the 

railway service.  

The first great feature of the scheme was to put all the important stations into immediate 

connection with the head offices in Manchester, and also, generally speaking, with Liverpool; and 

then to class the less important stations into groups of four, five, or six, each with what may be 

termed its “head offices” at a neighbouring principal station, whence, if necessary, messages can be 

repeated to Liverpool or Manchester, or to any other important station. This formation of sub-

circuits was an electrical necessity in sending messages over wires; but it will be seen that any one of 

the company’s stations can communicate with any other either directly or by means of one 

repetition of the message. In working, the direct and constant result of the system will be that not 

more than one train can be running at the same time, in the same direction, between any two 
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stations; the average distance between them being perhaps from three to four miles. Thus, suppose 

two or three well-known stations on the Bolton line. A train from Manchester, or an engine alone, 

would be announced to Halshaw Moor from Stoneclough, as soon as that station was started from 

or passed, by the message, “Train on”; and when Halshaw Moor was reached, the same message 

would be sent thence to Moses Gate, while Stoneclough would be informed “Line clear”. At 

Halshaw Moor, the semaphore would be raised as a warning to any following train, and would be 

kept up until Moses gate had sent back “Line clear”.  

Thus, unless in the case of gross neglect, collision between following trains is rendered impossible, 

whether fog prevails or an accident has befallen the first train; for the system involves the constant 

interchange of messages and exhibition of signals tracing the progress of every train or engine, the 

time of passing being required to be entered in a book at each station. The distance between 

stations being so short, the non-appearance at the proper time of a train that had been signalled 

from Halshaw Moor would lead to officers at that station, and also those at Moses gate, to conclude 

that something was wrong; and between them, the exact nature of an accident, and the spot at 

which it had occurred, would be speedily discovered and communicated to Manchester and Bolton, 

so that assistance might be afforded. As a preliminary to inquiry, Moses gate, finding that that train 

was over-due and unaccounted for, would direct Halshaw Moor to “Block line”; so that not only 

would the latter station be still keeping up its own stopping semaphore, but each of the other 

stations down to Manchester would cause to stop any train or engine that might approach it.  

At Manchester and at Liverpool special arrangements are made for putting in communication the 

sections of the goods department, so that the traffic manager or his representatives can at any time 

learn where a particular train of goods may happen to be, or give directions which will greatly 

facilitate the forwarding of a particular consignment, whether for shipping or delivery. This part of 

the system has already proved of value both to the company and to merchants; and it will be 

developed to an extent which must largely aid the transactions and promote the interests of both. 

The Magnetic Telegraph Company have taken the opportunity afforded them by the execution of 

these important works, to add to their own plant along the L&YR lines, all the latest improvements, 

including Bright’s patent insulator and shackle. Moreover, the whole distance has been “re-set”, as it 

is called; there having been used, in the whole of the works, nearly 8,000 poles, 20,000 insulators, 

and 200 tons of wire, in little more than five months. It has been endeavoured to make the works a 

model of telegraphic construction, to which the directors of the Magnetic Company may proudly 

point; and competent judges have pronounced them to be at least equal to any in the kingdom.  

The wires run very nearly straight; and at Bolton, the joint works result in something unique. Forty 

eight wires there run on to one pole, which is 42 feet high. The wires are attached to the arms by 

Sir Charles Bright’s patent shackling; and the pole is surmounted by a handsome weather cock, 

which also serves as a lightning conductor, a wire cord being attached, which is let into the pole and 

carried deep into the earth. Eighteen wires in all leave Manchester for the westerly section of the 

L&Y lines; but four of them are turned off to the (late) East Lancashire section, at the Clifton 

Junction, the others being carried on to Bolton, where they branch off to Liverpool in one direction 

and to Clitheroe in another, while from the Lostock Junction other wires run on to Fleetwood and 

to the north. At Wigan, there is an independent wire for the services of the single railed line to 

Burscough and Southport; while that between Southport and Liverpool has two wires. There have 

been required for railway purposes alone 185 new telegraph instruments and 400 batteries; and 

nearly 200 special clerks have been under instructions. The instrument adopted is very similar to 

that patented by Cooke and Wheatstone; but it has Highton’s semaphore needle, and is adapted to 

the alphabet used by the Magnetic Company. It is described as the simplest instrument in use, there 

being but four connections – namely, battery positive, battery negative, line wire, and earth 

connection.  

The batteries are Daniell’s, and specially constructed to require the least possible attention. They 

are formed with porcelain jars, containing a plate of copper and a few crystals of sulphate of copper 
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to keep up the strength of the battery. There is within this copper plate a porous cell containing a 

plate of zinc; and the two plates are connected by a narrow strip of copper called a “conductor”. 

The system hitherto in operation on the East Lancashire lines (now amalgamated with the L&YR) 

will, in all possibility, be brought into conformity with the one which we have described. The 

arrangements made between the railway and the telegraph companies are such, that public messages 

may be sent from any of the railway stations to any other station or town in connection with the 

wires, at the same proportionate rates as if the business was transacted direct with the telegraph 

company; but it is settled that in such cases, “train signals” take precedence of all other use of the 

instruments. Each morning, at ten o’clock, “Greenwich time” is sent from the head offices, at Hunts 

Bank, Manchester, to all stations in the main circuits; from those stations the signal is repeated to 

the sub-circuit stations; and thus uniform time will be ensured. (Manchester Guardian, 8 September 

1849) 

Trips on the East Lancashire Railway. No.6. Design of the station buildings and types of signals.  

The stations are of two or three classes. The principal station edifices are at Bury, which contains 

the central offices of the company and Accrington which is a great junction station. Both these 

edifices are from designs by Messrs Holden, architects, of Manchester. All the other stations on the 

eastern line of the company, from Clifton to Colne, and to Newchurch, on the Rossendale branch, 

are from a uniform and novel design by Mr John Shae Perring, the company resident engineer. The 

second class of stations are neat erections of stone; the third class, or roadside, stations, are of brick 

and wood, or wholly of timber; but the same simple and exceedingly convenient and economical 

plan serves for both. It will be at once understood from the diagram; it will be  

seen that two small square buildings, with a back wall connecting them, and the space thus enclosed 

between them covered by a roof, the eaves of which project over the platform where the trains 

arrive and depart, constitute the whole of the erections, and supply by this arrangement the largest 

amount of accommodation by the smallest and cheapest expenditure of means. On the line from 

Accrington to Preston, which was constructed by another company, another plan of station offices  

has been adopted, not so compact or convenient, as the enclosure has to be formed independently 

of the buildings. The buildings for the stations on this section of the line are usually in this form; the 
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booking office projects, so as to interfere somewhat with the free range of the platform. On the line 

from Preston to Liverpool, the stations are not yet completed; but they will be similar in form to 

those along the eastern line. The joint station in Tithebarn Street, Liverpool, will be an edifice of 

considerable architectural beauty, and of great convenience, with every improvement which 

experiences can suggest in the way of arrangement. 

Signals. By a well arranged and efficient system of signals, altogether forming the most complete 

one, especially of flag signals, in the kingdom, the greatest care has been taken of the safety of the 

public. The signals on the company’s lines are of two kinds; station signals on posts, each post having 

two moveable arms, worked like the old telegraph, or semaphore; and the portable signals, viz. flags 

by day, and coloured lanterns by night, carried and shown by the station masters, or others, at the 

stations. The station, or post signals, are the patent semaphore signals of Messrs Stevens & Sons, of 

the Darlington Works, Southwark. Though each post has two arms, the engineman of any train 

approaching the station is to be guided only by the one which appears on his left side of the post; so 

that one arm may be regarded as the signal for the up trains, and the other for the down trains. If 

the left arm be extended horizontally thus: -      it is a signal to the train to stop before entering the 

station. If it be depressed thus: -   it is a signal to come in slowly, and to stop at the station. If it be 

altogether out of sight, the arm lying behind the post, it is a signal to go on; that all is right for 

passing through the station. By an ingenious contrivance, the signal is constantly a double one, 

applicable either to day or night. The same movement that adjusts the arm turns on in front of the 

post a particular coloured light, expressing the same signal. Thus the signal to stop is given not only 

by the left arm being horizontal, but also by a powerful red light shown on the post, a little below 

the arm. The signal to come in slowly and to stop at the station, is shown not only by the depressed 

arm, but also by a green light on the post; the signal to “go on; all right”, is shown not only by the 

arm being out of sight, but also by a white light at the post. These double signals cannot be 

disconnected, and they are of greatest use, because in foggy weather by day, the night signal (the 

light) is often better seen than the opaque arm; and in bright moonlight nights, on the other hand, or 

during the summer, when there is so much twilight, the arm can be seen at a greater distance than 

the light. At the Accrington station, there is a very complete semaphore of this kind, having two 

posts, the arms being worked by small chains, at the bottom of which are stirrups for the foot; and 

by lowering or raising these stirrups to particular hooks for receiving them, the different signals are 

made. The posts here can give four different signals to as many trains approaching in different 

directions. Many of these signals are thrown out to a considerable distance on each side of the 

station, being worked by means of a wire from the station. The station masters are thus enabled to 

stop a train at a considerable distance before it reaches the station.  

The principle aimed at is thus carried out, in every possible way to protect the station from any train 

entering without having permission to do so. No train is allowed to enter, come into, or pass 

through a station, until the signal “all’s right” is given. To prevent any improper entrances, the post 

signals are all so constructed that, as soon as the station master, or porter, leaves hold of the 

handle, the signal reverts itself to a “stop signal”. Permission to pass must be given only by an active 

movement of the station master. When all is quiescent or forgotten, the train, complying with the 

signals that must appear in such case, is obliged to stop. The only inconvenience can result, 

therefore, is the loss of a minute or two in time. As to the portable signals held by the station 

masters or policemen, those for day are flags, held up or waved. Thus, the signal to stop is a red flag 

held up; to go slowly, a green flag; and to go on, all being right, the policeman does not show any 

flag, but faces the train, standing still, with his arms down his sides. The night signals are; to stop, a 

red light, or, in any sudden emergency, any light the policeman may have is to be waved up and 

down. To go slowly; the policeman is to show a green light, or to wave a light of any colour from 

side to side. The signal to go on, all is right, is made by the policeman holding out his white light, 

quite still. Each policeman is provided with a lantern having three sides, of white, green, and red 

glass; so as to produce the different signals on an instant. Then the drivers of the trains have their 

own peculiar signals, produced by the steam whistle, that shrill and useful monitor of the approach 

of a locomotive. One short, sharp, whistle, from one engine meeting another means; “there is 
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something before you on the road”, or “get out of the road”. Two distinct whistles tell the guard of 

the train to put on his break rapidly. In approaching any junction, the rule is to give three distinct 

whistles. On approaching an ordinary station the driver is required to give one continuous whistle. 

The same signal is required to be given on entering any curve; and in order to remind any driver 

who may forget this regulation, large boards are placed on the side of the line, at each extremity of 

the curve, with the word “Whistle” painted on them in very large letters. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 September 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply and fixing of iron roofs at the intended passengers station at 

Tithebarn Street, Liverpool; and for an engine shed at Miles Platting. (Manchester Guardian, 8 

September 1849) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th September 1849. It was reported 

that on the Ashton branch the trains of the LNWR had been running since the 1st September 1849. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 September 1849) 

At the L&YR meeting Richard Atkinson, joint auditor, alluding to the defalcations by two of the 

servants of the Company said it was the result of wanting a proper system of checks, and the 

keeping of a cash book by the principal defaulter, which book Mr Peter Eckersley, the treasurer of 

the Company, ought to have looked to. The instructions to Mr Eckersley, if fully carried out, would 

have prevented the defalcations; but there was a great deal in his defence, as the Company were 

about to supersede him at the time these defalcations took place, and had caused him to look less 

strictly after the clerks under him. It was stated the amount of security given by the clerks who were 

defaulters (£250 or £300 each) was inadequate. It was agreed but the business in the clerk’s hands, 

who had been guilty of the principal defalcation (£5,000), had grown by degrees and it had never 

been expected that it would arrive at such an amount as would enable such a serious loss to take 

place. It was stated that the defalcators were upwards of £5,000 by one clerk and £300 or £400 by 

another. In the former case £1,000 a week and upwards had passed through the clerk’s hands and he 

had covered his fraud by charging the receipts to the credit account. (Herapath, 8 September 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for iron roofs at passenger stations at Tithebarn Street, Liverpool and at 

Bradford; for engine sheds at Blue Pits, Miles Platting and near Tithebarn Street, Liverpool; for a 

potato shed at St George’s Road, Oldham Road, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 15 September 

1849) 

One months’ notice to be given for opening the Burnley branch. (L&YR Minutes, 18 September 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of certain turntables, traversing frames, switches, and 

crossings, water cranes, and water piping required for the extension to Tithebarn Street, Liverpool. 

(Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 26 September 1849) 

The dangerous crosses (sic) on the L&YR at Charleston (sic), have just been reduced from a radius 

of 660 feet to one of 2,000 feet. (Illustrated London News; Herapath, 29 September 1849) 

October 
Mr Hawkshaw produced a schedule of prices for Tithebarn Street station agreed with Mr Thomson. 

(L&YR Minutes, 2 October 1849) 

The dangerous curves on the L&Y line at Charlestown have recently been reduced from a radius of 

660 to one of 2,000 feet. (The Builder, 6 October 1849) 

The L&YR and East Lancashire railways joint committee advertise for the vacancy of superintendent of 

the railway station in Liverpool and to act as clerk to the joint committee; salary, £200 per annum. 

(Herapath, 13 October 1849) 
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Advertisements have been issued for tenders for turntables, traversing frames, switches and crossings, 

water cranes, and water piping for the L&YR Company at Liverpool. (The Builder, 13 October 1849) 

Three men were killed on Saturday afternoon, 6th October, 1849, by the falling of the Whalley 

viaduct on the Bolton, Blackburn, Clitheroe and West Yorkshire Railway. (Herapath, 13 October 

1849) 

Mr Hawkshaw to prepare, as early as possible, a schedule of prices of the quantities proposed under 

Thomson’s present contract. (L&YR Minutes, 16 October 1849) 

Extract from the memorial of the Churchwardens of Manchester to the General Board of Health. 

“That, for several years prior to 1842, the parish burial grounds, with one exception, had been 

closed, and no burials allowed therein, the excepted ground was situated about 470 yards from the 

parish church. That, in the year 1842, part of such ground was taken by the Manchester and Leeds 

Railway for the purposes of a railway, the purchase money paid by the said company being £3,125 

January 6d. That since that time the remainder of such ground has been sold to the same company, 

now called the L&YR, for the sum of £9,874. That both the said sums have been, and now are, 

invested in the 3 per cent Consolidated Bank Annuities, until the amount can be laid out in the 

purchase of land for a parish ground.” (Manchester Guardian, 17 October 1849) 

The East Lancashire Railway advertise for a goods manager for all the line; salary £300 per annum. 

(Herapath, 20 October 1849) 

The L&YR secretary, Mr J S Heron, has relinquished the office and Mr John Dunstan, Junior, has 

been appointed at a reduced salary of £350 per annum. (Herapath, 20 October 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for six 11 foot turntables and two 15 foot turntables. (Manchester Examiner, 

20 October 1849) 

Fourteen arches of the East Lancashire Railway viaduct over the river Ribble near Preston fell on 

Thursday when the river overflowed surrounding the viaduct which was being constructed by Mr Mc 

Cormick. Constructed of brick for the most part several of the arches were almost completed and 

considered perfectly safe.  (Manchester Guardian; Herapath, 27 October 1849) 

On Saturday last, 27th October 1849 Captain Wynne RE, the government inspector of railways, 

accompanied by Mr Hawkshaw, made an inspection of the Burnley branch preliminary to its being 

opened by the L&YR for public traffic, which has since been authorised by the railway 

commissioners, and is expected to take place in a few days. The branch railway id nine miles in 

length and serves to connect the town of Burnley with the L&YR (at Todmorden). (Manchester 

Guardian; Manchester Examiner, 31 October 1849) 

November 
The Burnley branch to be opened on Monday, 12th November 1849. (L&YR Minutes, 31 October 

1849) 

Resolved. That the establishments at Miles Platting, Salford, etc., be at once amalgamated, and that 

the locomotive workshops in future for the construction and repairs be concentrated at Miles Platting. 

(L&YR Minutes, 31 October 1849) 

An agreement has been made between the East Lancashire Railway and the Blackburn Railway which 

will put an end to the competition which has existed betwixt the two companies. The nature of the 

agreement has not yet transpired, but it is understood that the whole of the traffic to and from 

Liverpool, Manchester, and Blackburn will be divided into certain proportions between the 

companies, allowing a percentage on the gross receipts for working the traffic; and also that the East 

Lancashire Company will, in future, work the Blackburn Railway local traffic. The whole traffic will 

then be concentrated at one station. It is generally thought that the East Lancashire station will be 
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selected for this purpose, being more in the centre of the town. (Manchester Examiner, 3 

November 1849) 

The patented carriage traverser by Thomas Dunne, of Windsor Bridge Iron Works, Salford, is in use 

at Salford station. The engineer and directors of the L&YR have recently decided to work the 

stations at Liverpool and Bradford by two traversers each working four lines of road…At the point 

where carriages are required to be transferred from one line of rails to another there is a grooved 

tram rail across the lines, and upon a level with them, upon which a sort of cradle traverses on four 

small wheels, or runners. This is the patent traverser, which is usually from 12 to 15 feet in length, 

so as to receive a carriage of ordinary length. Its sides would form two parallel rails, in continuation 

of the permanent way ones on the line, but they are 2½ins above the level of the permanent rails. 

To each line of rails required, is placed a lever, which, worked by hand, raises the adjacent length of 

both rails at the end next the tram rail to the level of the traverser; so that this length of rail has 

thus given to it a temporary incline of 2½ins in 12 or 15 feet, a very easy gradient and if by any 

accident the rail left so, a train coming either way would be in no danger of being thrown off the 

line. When the carriage, having ascended the slight incline, is placed on the traverser, it is fastened 

by two buttons, and is then easily pushed along over the tram rails, crossing the rails at right angles 

till it reaches the line upon which it is to be placed. The lever raises the rails here, the unfastened 

carriage descends the incline, and thus without loss of time, or change of directions, the carriage can 

be removed from any line to any other parallel line at the station. (Manchester Guardian, 10 

November 1849) 

Fourteen brick arches of a viaduct in course of construction near Preston by Mr McCormick for the 

East Lancashire line to Preston fell suddenly a fortnight ago (25th October 1849) “in consequence  of 

the Ribble having overflowed its banks from the recent heavy rains”. Two men were on the works 

at the moment but both escaped. One jumped to the ground from a height of 30 feet yet escaped 

unhurt. The resident engineer, Mr Sturges Meek, says “I have this day examined these works and 

find that the accident is not to be attributed to any fault in the execution of the fallen portion of the 

viaduct, but to the sub-contractors having, in the absence of any authority withdrawn the centres 

from some of the arches before the mortar was properly set; the effect of the late heavy rains upon 

which has been to bring them down, together with others on each side of them”. (The Builder, 10 

November 1849) 

On Monday last, 12th November 1849, the Burnley to Todmorden line was opened, the first train 

having left Burnley at 6.45am. (Manchester Examiner, 17 November 1849) 

December 
The telegraph instruments at the Exchange in Manchester have been removed thence to the Victoria 

station of the L&YR, owing, it is said, to some failure, or defect, in the wires through the streets of 

Manchester. The instruments will remain there at a temporary office until the wires have been 

examined and repaired, or replaced where necessary. It is said that they had been affected by frost. 

(Herapath, 1 December 1849) 

The L&YR invite tenders for two bridges, at Windsor Bridge and Oldfield Road, Salford. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 December 1849) 

L&YR. Port of Goole. Stupendous launch of an immense pontoon, or floating bridge, 400 feet 

long, to be launched broadside at Goole on the 4th December 1849. This pontoon, or floating pier, is 

a large wrought iron vessel, decked. The whole of the work has been constructed by E B Wilson & 

Co. Railway Foundry, Leeds, and is to be used as a means of transferring railway traffic without 

detention from sea to land. This launch is looked forward to with considerable anxiety by scientific 

men and is one of the most ponderous pieces of workmanship ever attempted to be cast into the 

sea on one mass. Steamers will ply on the occasion for the accommodation of visitors, and the first 
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down train from Victoria station will take passengers from all stations between Manchester and 

Wakefield to Goole and back at one fare. (Manchester Guardian, 1 December 1849) 

Inspection of Accrington station, at the request of local magistrates. (Report, 1 December 1849) 

No further payments on account of the Liverpool and Bury contract to be made to McCormick until 

contract accounts and various matters of claims are settled. (L&YR Minutes, 4 December 1849) 

An extra-ordinary meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 5th December 

1849 to consider amalgamation with the Blackburn Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 8 December 

1849) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting to discuss joining the East Lancashire Railway or the L&YR. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 December 1849) 

The strike of East Lancashire Railway drivers and stokers still continues (Manchester Guardian, 8 

December 1849) 

We have alluded to the dispute which has arisen between the East Lancashire Railway and the 

engine drivers and firemen which resulted in the whole of the latter giving notice and quitting the 

service of the company on the 1st December 1849. We understand that, on Monday evening last, a 

meeting of the directors, officers, and others, was held at Accrington; at which a deputation from 

the engine drivers was present, by request of the directors. The grievances complained of were fairly 

entered into, and the reasons fully given, on the part of the men, for requesting the dismissal of Mr 

Royle, the travelling superintendent of the line. It was shown to the satisfaction of the directors that 

some of the orders which Mr Royle had enforced were of the most arbitrary character; and that the 

men could not, without peril to life and limb, make their engines perform the work which he insisted 

upon. This meeting resulted in an understanding that the men should resume their duties on the line, 

the directors undertaking to yield to the demand for the dismissal of Mr Royle […]. About one half 

of the men resumed work last evening, Tuesday, 11th. December 1849, and the others will do so as 

their services are required this evening. (Manchester Guardian, 12 December 1849; Manchester 

Examiner, 15 December 1849) 

Report of the launch of the pontoon at Goole on Tuesday, 4th December 1849 which was floated 

down the river to serve as a floating jetty at New Holland. (from Leeds Mercury) (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 December 1849) 

In the early part of Wednesday forenoon, 12th December 1849, it was discovered that the weight of 

the immense wall of the railway station (being built by the L&YR) at Liverpool, which runs parallel to 

and bounds Key Street on one side, had sprung some of the arches by which the line is carried over 

the streets in that neighbourhood, and the consequence was that the fractures in the wall itself 

became visible and fears for its safety were entertained. A great number of men were employed 

during the afternoon in placing large pieces of balk timber, cut to proper length, as centres under 

the several arches, and as buttresses to the wall, where fractures had become visible, and where it 

was likely to be affected by the springing of the arches. Its present safety is thus secured; but 

whether the slight cracks that have appeared will necessitate the demolition and re-erection of the 

wall and arches, we cannot pretend to say. (Manchester Guardian, 15 December 1849) 

Report of the East Lancashire Railway meeting. (Herapath, 22 December 1849) 

The springing of some arches was observed on Tuesday week (12th December 1849) at the new 

station at Liverpool of the L&YR and East Lancashire Company’s. The pressure of a heavy wall, by 

which they are surmounted, is blamed. Balk timbers were immediately prepared, and applied as 

buttresses to the wall and centre to the arches, and the wall itself is in course of renewal. (The 

Builder, 22 December 1849) 
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Tender of George Thomson accepted for alterations to and re-building of Windsor Bridge and 

Oldfield Road bridge. Ironwork; Windsor Bridge, £750, Oldfield Road, £1,060, taking down and re-

building, etc., £508, total £2,298 (sic) (£2,318). (L&YR Minutes, 26 December 1849) 

L&YR Notice. Opening of the Barnsley branch. The public are respectfully informed, that the 

branch line from Wakefield to Barnsley will be opened for public traffic on 1st January 1850, and that 

the following will be the times of departure of trains until further notice. 

In connection with trains between Manchester, Leeds, Barnsley, Halifax, Huddersfield, Bradford, 

Dewsbury, etc. 

Barnsley to Wakefield Wakefield to Barnsley
Week days Week days
Morning 8.35

10.30 
11.45 

Morning 9.15
 11.50 

Afternoon 3.10, 
5.50. 

Afternoon 2.00
4.20  
7.15 

Sundays Sundays
Morning 10.30 Morning 11.10
Afternoon 6.00 Afternoon 7.30

(Manchester Guardian, 29 December 1849) 
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1850-1859. 
1850 
January 

An accident occurred on the East Lancashire Railway at Maghull on Tuesday, 1st January 1850, in 

which three persons were killed. A passenger train left Preston shortly before 8.00pm for Liverpool. 

The train consisted of only one carriage, first and second class. At Ormskirk there was a 

considerable accession of passengers, for whom, it is stated, there was not adequate room. 

However, the train proceeded onwards to Maghull, whither an extra carriage had been sent from 

Liverpool in consequence of a number of gentlemen having proceeded during the day to Maghull, in 

order to skate on the adjacent Sefton meadows, which are flooded over at this period of the year, 

and when frost occurs afford a pleasant as well as safe field of ice for skating.  

The carriage thus sent from Liverpool for the accommodation of the skaters was placed on the 

siding, and being required when the train arrived at Maghull, the train was likewise shunted in order 

that the carriage might be attached thereto. Some minutes elapsed before the object could be 

effected, and the train, being on the wrong line, the passengers were somewhat apprehensive that an 

accident might occur; and almost immediately afterwards an alarm was raised that a train was 

approaching on the same track from Liverpool. Many passengers jumped out of the train, and some 

of them sought safety on the other line. In the confusion the advancing train came from the north 

instead of Liverpool, ploughed into the throng, killing three. The single carriage, which was about to 

be shunted, was much injured, the engine of the luggage train having come in contact with it. (from 

Liverpool Times) (Manchester Examiner, 5 January1850) 

The tender of G Thomson, £1,420, accepted for the erection of bridge over the turnpike road at 

Burnley station. (L&YR Minutes, 8 January1850) 

[…] distance signals (at Maghull) should be substituted for station signals. (Accident report, 8 

January1850) 

The first annual dinner of the principal officers of the East Lancashire Railway took place on 

Saturday, 5th January 1850 at the Hargreaves Arms, Accrington. (Manchester Examiner, 9 

January1850) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 26 January1850) 

The L&YR propose, with the sanction of Parliament, to increase their rates for express trains and 

first class passengers to 6d per mile, for second class to 4d, and for third class to 2d; the 

Parliamentary, or 1d per mile class excepted. (Railway Times, 26 January1850) 

The L&YR announce that on and after Friday, 1st February 1850 third class carriages will be run on 

the following trains between Liverpool and Manchester ; depart Manchester 7.30am, 7.10pm; depart 

Liverpool 8.30am, 7.30pm. A similar notice by the LNWR; depart Manchester 7.20am, 6.30pm; 

depart Liverpool 7.00am, 6.15pm. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 26 January1850) 

Accident on 29th January 1850. There is a signal post at the north crossing (at Hagside) and one a 

little below the south crossing and which extends some way up the line and is worked, by means of a 
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wire, by a man who attends to the points and a level crossing. The north signal, for economy, is never 

lighted. (Accident report) 

An extra-ordinary general meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Monday, 28th January 1850 

to consider the terms of the arrangements proposed by the L&YR and the East Lancashire Railway. 

A proposal that the meeting approve of an agreement being entered into with the L&YR for working 

the railway and traffic and for amalgamation was accepted. A poll resulted in 1,722 votes for the 

L&YR proposition to be accepted and 1,381 for the East Lancashire Railway proposition. 

(Manchester Examiner & Railway Times, 30 January1850) 

February 
The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 30th January 1850. It 

was reported that a sum of £71,000, less £10,000, is claimed by the L&YR for the alteration of the 

Salford station for the accommodation of the traffic of this company. This station having been made 

available to the company during the last six months. (Manchester Examiner & Herapath, 2 

February1850) 

Presentation to Mr Richard Hacking on Saturday evening, 9th February 1850. Officers of the East 

Lancashire Railway presented the late manager with a silver claret jug and salver. (Manchester 

Examiner, 13 February1850) 

Report of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway meeting. (Herapath, 16 February1850) 

The East Lancashire Railway meeting report includes an item under expenditure for electric 

telegraph, £788-06-2d. (Herapath, 23 February1850) 

Report of the Oldham Alliance Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 23 February1850) 

The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Southport Railway was held on Tuesday, 26th

February 1850. (Manchester Examiner, 27 February1850) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for a goods warehouse, engine shed, carriage shed and 

booking offices at Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 27 February1850) 

March 
Report of the adjourned meeting of the East Lancashire Railway held on Friday, 1st March 1850. 

(Manchester Examiner, 2 March 1850) 

Report of the adjourned meeting of the East Lancashire Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 6 March 

1850) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 6th March 1850. (Manchester Guardian 

& Herapath, 9 March 1850) 

The East Lancashire Railway objects to the appropriation of the west side of Tithebarn Street station to 

the L&YR and expects the works to be so proceeded with that division of the station can be made 

before either part begins to use the station for traffic purposes. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 11 

March 1850) 

Tithebarn Street station is to be opened by the L&YR on Wednesday 1st May 1850. The works were 

commenced about ten months ago and are now nearly completed. It is stated that upwards of 500 

houses were pulled down to make room for the station. There are five lines of rails to 

accommodate the traffic of the three companies, the L&YR, the East Lancashire, and the Liverpool, 

Crosby and Southport Railways. The passenger station is covered in by two iron roofs, one of them 

extending 640 feet in length and being 136 feet span. The other roof is 80 feet in span and 160 feet 
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in length. The rails are 30 feet above the level of the streets, and by means of powerful machinery 

the goods wagons are raised on the line and lowered to the street in order to facilitate the loading 

and unloading. (Railway Times, 23 March 1850) 

The contract for the maintenance of the permanent way let to Allen and Osborne at £112 per mile per 

year. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 25 March 1850) 

The adjourned meeting and the extra-ordinary meeting of the East Lancashire Railway were held on 

Wednesday, 20th March 1850. (Manchester Examiner & Herapath, 27 March 1850) 

April 
The L&YR Tithebarn Street station in Liverpool is to be opened on 1st May 1850. There are five lines 

of rails to accommodate the traffic of the L&YR, the East Lancashire, and the Liverpool, Crosby and 

Southport Railways. The passenger station is covered in by two iron roofs, one of these extending 

640 feet in length, and being 136 feet span. The other is 80 feet span and 160 feet in length. The rails 

are 30 feet above the level of the street, and by means of powerful machinery the goods are raised 

on the line and lowered to the street, in order to facilitate loading and unloading. (Herapath, 13 

April 1850) 

The Tithebarn Street station of the L&YR Company at Liverpool is to be opened for public traffic on 

1st May. It is stated that upwards of 500 houses were pulled down to make room for the station. 

There are five lines of rails to accommodate the traffic of three companies’ namely the East 

Lancashire, the L&YR, and the Liverpool and Southport. The passenger station is covered in by two 

iron roofs, one of them extending 640 feet in length and being 136 feet span. The other roof is 80 

feet in span and 160 feet in length. The rails are thirty feet above the level of the street, and by 

means of powerful machinery the goods waggons are raised on the line and lowered to the street in 

order to facilitate loading and unloading. The works and buildings on the extension line and station 

are of an extensive character, and have cost a very large sum of money. (The Builder, 20 April 1850) 

Tithebarn Street station. Long report from Liverpool Courier, 10 April 1850. (Herapath, 20 April 

1850) 

The contract for the station works for the Preston extension of the East Lancashire at Preston has 

been taken by Samuel and James Holme of Liverpool. (The Builder, 20 April 1850) 

May 
The L&YR having this morning taken possession of the west side of Tithebarn Street station, Mr 

Eborall requests instructions whether immediately to take possession of the east side or to continue 

to stop trains at Borough Gaol until the station has been divided by the Railway Commissioners. 

Instructed to take possession of the east side, but a protest to be made to the L&YR. (East 

Lancashire Railway Minutes, 13 May 1850) 

Approval for opening the Tithebarn Street extension and the line into Bradford (L&YR Minutes, 14 

May 1850) 

The East Lancashire Railway announce the opening of Tithebarn Street station, Liverpool. East 

Lancashire trains leave at 5.30am, 8.00am, 9.40am, 12.50pm, 3.30pm, 4.05pm, 4.50pm, [   ?      ], 

7.30pm. Sundays, 6.30am, 1.00pm, 4.05pm, 5.00pm. All trains will, until further notice, call at Great 

Howard Street station. (Manchester Examiner, 15 May 1850) 

The town of Liverpool can now boast of having one of the most central stations of any place in the 

kingdom. Since the opening of the L&YR line to Liverpool, much inconvenience has arisen from the 

distance, as well as the incomplete state of the temporary station in Great Howard Street, as 

passengers would have to walk about one mile to reach the Exchange and St George’s Pier. This evil, 
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thanks to the proprietors of the company, has been remedied, and now the passengers are set down 

almost at its very doors. The station, etc., was examined on Wednesday last 8th May 1850 by the 

government inspector, accompanied by Mr Blackmore, the superintendent of the line; and being 

declared satisfactory, was opened on Monday last, 13th May 1850 so that all trains will arrive at and 

depart from, not Great Howard Street, but Tithebarn Street, or, as we believe the company terms 

it, Exchange station, owing to its proximity to that place. (Manchester Examiner, 15 May 1850) 

This magnificent structure, erected by the L&YR and East Lancashire Companies, was opened to the 

public on Monday morning, 13th May 1850; passengers were booked at, and the trains to 

Manchester, Preston, Bolton, Bury, and the different towns of Yorkshire, started from it. In its 

design, the new station in Tithebarn Street, Liverpool, is not unlike the new station at Salford, built 

by the same companies; its extent is about the same, but, unlike the Salford station, it is a massive 

stone building, possessed of much architectural beauty, and has been erected at an enormous cost. It 

fronts Tithebarn Street, about a hundred yards to the eastward of the Exchange; and its contiguity 

to the business centre of Liverpool will, it is expected, induce commercial men to prefer travelling 

by the line which will set them down and take them up on the spot where their business is to be 

transacted. In the course of Monday a large number of gentlemen visited and inspected the station 

and the different offices connected with it, and expressed themselves highly pleased with its 

commodiousness and the arrangements made for the comfort and convenience of passengers. 

(Herapath, 18 May 1850) 

The Bradford branch of the L&YR line has been inspected and is about to be opened. The length is 

only three miles, but the works are heavy and costly, particularly the Bowling tunnel, and the bridges 

and retaining walls in Wakefield Road and Broomfields. The tunnel is 1,646 yards in length. The arch 

throughout is formed almost entirely of stone. The entrance presents a semi-circular arch in the 

Moorish style, and the opposite end a plain Norman arch. This tunnel is nearly straight. It has three 

open shafts for ventilation and is almost entirely free from water. The shaft of the greatest depth is 

65 yards. The principal bridges are – one, an iron girder weighing in iron alone 300 tons, of 50 feet 

span and 60 yards long, and crossing Wakefield Road; the work of Messrs Butler & Co. of 

Stanningley; another, of stone, with elliptical arch, 28 feet span, passes under Edward Street, Bedford 

Street, and Croft Street, in Broomfields; being 130 yards long; a third, of some prominence, not far 

from the Bowling tunnel, is a timber lattice bridge, 30 feet in height, and with two spans of 80 feet 

each. There are several additional bridges – iron girder, bow string, and lattice bridges – crossing 

several of the roads and serving to connect others at various parts of the line. The rails are bridge 

form, and screwed on timber laid longitudinally. The chief contractor of the branch was Mr William 

M’Cormick. The Bowling tunnel and cutting were completed by Mr Angus Nicholson; heavy masonry 

at the entrance to the town by Mr Frith; and the station and warehousing by Mr Robert Neill 

(Manchester). (The Builder, 18 May 1850) 

The new railway station in Liverpool, long report from Liverpool Courier. (Railway Times, 25 May 

1850) 

The first engine passed over the Blackburn Railway to Clitheroe on Thursday last, 23rd May 1850. It 

started from the junction at Blackburn and went cautiously to the lime kilns, near the termination of 

the line, beyond Clitheroe. On the return of the train, the party partook of a repast at Clitheroe 

Castle, on the invitation of Dixon Robinson. The journey back, from Clitheroe to Blackburn, was 

accomplished in thirty minutes. The line is expected to be opened about the middle of next month. 

(Manchester Examiner, 29 May 1850) 

June 
The House of Commons Committee passed the arrangement of the Liverpool, Crosby and 

Southport Railway with the L&YR; the committee are disposed to substitute a four mile clause 

instead of a six mile clause over the joint line into Liverpool. (Railway Times, 1 June 1850) 
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The L&YR announce alterations of trains to Southport. On and after Monday, 17th June 1850 trains 

will leave Salford station via Bolton and Wigan at 7.30am, 1st. 2nd. 3rd class; 10.15am, 1st. 2nd.  

express; 1.30pm, 1st. 2nd. stopping; 2.30pm, 1st. 2nd. express; 3.50pm, 1st. 2nd. 3rd.  (Manchester 

Examiner, 15 June 1850) 

On Friday last, 14th June 1850 Captain Wynne, the government inspector of railways, passed over 

the Blackburn to Clitheroe line. The engine and tender started from Darwen Street station at 12 

o’clock and proceeded to the terminus of the line at Chatburn. After minutely inspecting the works, 

the train returned to Blackburn, arriving there at 4.30pm. The line will be opened on Thursday, 20th

June 1850 and to the public on Friday, 21st June. (Manchester Examiner, 19 June 1850) 

Report of a meeting of the L&YR “£32 shareholders” held on Friday, 21st June 1850. (Manchester 

Examiner, 22 June 1850) 

Report for the general meeting of the L&YR to be held on Wednesday, 3rd July 1850. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 June 1850) 

The L&YR announce the timetable for the Blackburn to Clitheroe railway which will be opened on 

Saturday, 22nd June 1850. (Manchester Examiner, 22 June 1850) 

The East Lancashire Railway announce that the company have commenced conveying passengers and 

parcels between Liverpool and Manchester . Fares, 1st class, 5/6d, 2nd class, 4/-, 3rd class 2/7½d. The 

company have also resumed the business of general carriers between Liverpool and Manchester . 

(Manchester Examiner, 22 June 1850) 

On Thursday last, 20th June 1850 the important branch of the Bolton, Blackburn, Clitheroe, and 

West Yorkshire Railway was opened, and through the hospitality of the contractors, Messrs Nowell, 

Hattersley and Shaw, the event was celebrated with much joyous festivity. The line was originally 

intended to run through Whalley, Clitheroe, Chatburn and Gisburn to join the North Western 

Railway at Long Preston, but, on account of the scarcity of money, the railway has only been 

completed to Chatburn […]. 

The country being much interspersed with hill and ale, the line has been rather an expensive one, 

rock having to be cut through, various bridges and viaducts erected, and many heavy embankments 

formed. The first station on the line will be for the accommodation of Ribchester. The line then runs 

under a handsome bridge, 40 feet high, a tunnel 319 yards in length, a very deep cutting, and then 

emerges on to a plain […]. After passing several beautiful bridges and embankments Whalley viaduct 

is to be seen. It consists of 49 arches, of a semi-circular form, 29 of which are of 30 feet span, and 20 

of 40 feet. It is 679 yards long, and its greatest height, over the river Calder, is 70 feet. The cost of it 

will be about £35,000. At the end of the viaduct is Whalley station…The next important work on 

the line is primrose viaduct. It is 128 yards long, and contains eight arches, seven of which are of 

stone, and an enormous one of timber. It costs upwards of £7,000. The line then runs to Clitheroe 

and to its terminus, for the present, Chatburn, the whole length being twelve miles six chains […]. 

Shortly after 1.00pm a train left Clitheroe, calling at Whalley, and preceded to Blackburn, where it 

arrived about 2.00pm. At 2.15pm a train of fourteen first class carriages started from Blackburn for 

the pleasure trip, containing a large number of ladies and gentlemen, nearly all of whom had been 

invited by Messrs Nowell, Hattersley and Shaw. About 3.00pm, the train arrived at its terminus, 

Chatburn […]. 

At four the train returned to Whalley and those invited immediately proceeded to a large marquee 

near the line, and partook of a cold collation[…]. The list of toasts having been gone through, 

dancing commenced, and was kept up with great spirit for several hours. (Manchester Guardian, 22 

June 1850) 
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On Thursday, 20th June 1850 the Clitheroe line was formally opened. The first train started from the 

Clitheroe end at 1.00pm consisting of twelve first class carriages. At Blackburn the invited guests 

were taken up, and preceded to the terminus at Chatburn. The train returned to Whalley, where 

the occasion was celebrated by a dejeuner. (Manchester Examiner, 22 June 1850) 

The Blackburn Railway opened their line from Blackburn to Clitheroe to the public on Friday, 21st

June 1850. On the opening the East Lancashire Railway blockaded the portion of the line at 

Blackburn. The East Lancashire Railway proposes to permit the Blackburn Railway to pass through 

their station if they would bind themselves to pay a toll as for six miles in respect of the three 

quarters of a mile traversed by the Blackburn Railway. As all attempts to reach an agreement failed 

when the first train from Clitheroe arrived on Saturday morning it was found that a complete 

blockade of the points had been effected at the junction with the East Lancashire Railway and that 

upwards of 200 navigators had been brought with engines and a heavy train of stone waggons to 

obstruct the way. On Monday morning Captain Laws interfered and the Blackburn Company trains 

have since been allowed to pass on payment, under protest, of the toll demanded by the East 

Lancashire Railway. (Railway Times, 29 June 1850) 

Report of the investigation committee into the affairs of the L&YR. (Railway Times, 29 June 1850) 

The L&YR announce the opening of the Huddersfield and Sheffield Junction Railway on Monday, 1st

July 1850. (Manchester Examiner, 29 June 1850) 

July 
Report of the meeting of the holders of “fifth shares” in the L&YR was held in Liverpool on Tuesday, 

2nd July 1850. (Manchester Examiner & Herapath, 3 July 1850) 

Long letter from C W Eborall, East Lancashire Railway general manager, in reply to a paragraph in 

The Times of 27th. June 1850 headed “Blackburn, Clitheroe, and West Yorkshire Railway” which he 

alleged contained important mis-statements and reflected unfairly upon the East Lancashire Railway 

with regard to the use of the East Lancashire line at Blackburn by the Blackburn, Clitheroe, and 

West Yorkshire Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 3 July 1850) 

Letter from T Flanagan, of the Blackburn, Clitheroe, and West Yorkshire Railway in reply to 

Eborall’s letter of 3rd July 1850. (Manchester Examiner, 6 July 1850) 

Report of the conflict at Blackburn between the East Lancashire Railway and the Blackburn Railway. 

(Railway Times, 6 July 1850) 

The adjourned meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 3rd and Thursday, 4th July 1850. 

(Manchester Guardian & Herapath, 6 July 1850) 

The placing of the iron girders on the new East Lancashire Railway bridge across the river Ribble at 

Preston was completed on Thursday week. The weight of the iron is about 700 tons and the time 

occupied was six weeks. (Herapath, 6 July 1850) 

The Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway special meeting report considered a deviation line to 

avoid paying tolls to the L&YR at Liverpool or to sell or lease the line to the L&YR. (Herapath, 6 July 

1850) 

A new board of directors, comprising twenty members, was elected at a meeting of the L&YR held 

on Wednesday, 24th July 1850. (Manchester Examiner, 31 July 1850) 

August 
The L&YR announce the opening of the West Riding line between Halifax and Bradford on and after 

Wednesday, 7th August 1850. Trains depart Bradford; 6.40am, 9.25am, 11.50am, 1.48pm, 4.00pm, 
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5.15pm, 7.05pm, 9.05. Sundays; 7.50am, 11.20am, 6.45pm, 8.45pm. (Manchester Examiner, 3 August 

1850) 

We understand that there is every prospect of the East Lancashire Railway Preston extension being 

opened in about a fortnight. On Tuesday last 30th July 1850 it was inspected by the engineer-in-chief, 

who expressed himself satisfied with the progress of the works. The Soho engine was run through 

the whole distance, from Lostock to Preston station, for the first time […] it was hailed with the 

hearty acclamation of both spectators and workmen as it passed over the fifty two-arch viaduct, the 

iron bridge over the river Ribble, and made its first run into Preston station. (Manchester Examiner, 

3 August 1850) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 31st July 1850. It was 

one of the largest attended meetings yet held and because the board room was deemed too small 

one of the carriage sheds was used for the occasion. The accounts to the 30th June 1850 included 

expenditure on the telegraph to be £788 June 2d. The active management of the company is 

entrusted, under the supervision of the committee, to the following principal officers; general 

manager, goods manager, passenger manager, locomotive superintendent, and carriage 

superintendent. The office of general manager was conferred upon the present manager, Mr C W 

Eborall, who receives a fixed salary of £400 per annum subject to an increase as follows, when the 

company pays a dividend of 3 per cent, £500 per annum; 4 per cent, £700; and 5 per cent, £1,000, 

there to remain. Mr Eborall commenced his duties on 1st March 1850. (Railway Times & Herapath, 3 

August 1850) 

The Liverpool, Crosby and Southport is progressing rapidly towards completion, and will shortly be 

opened for traffic. The works are about 3½ miles long. The line is continued on an embankment at 

the Derby Arms, Liverpool, by a skew arch of 30 feet span. The remaining portion of the line to 

Waterloo is on the surface, over an embankment, and considerable cutting. There is a timber bridge, 

on piles, at Seaforth, and another between Southport and Waterloo. At Waterloo the only bridge 

over the line will be constructed. This will be a stone bridge 140 feet long, and two carriage roads 

(Crosby and Southport) will form a junction over the bridge. There will be stations at Bootle, 

Merton Road, Seaforth, Marsh Lane, and Waterloo; also at other places not yet fixed upon. (The 

Builder, 17 August 1850) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a goods warehouse at Oldham Road, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 

24 August 1850) 

An application is to be made to the Railway Commissioners to expedite the settlement of the dispute 

as to the division of the joint stations at Borough Gaol and Tithebarn Street, Liverpool. (East 

Lancashire Railway Minutes, 26 August 1850) 

On Thursday last, 22nd August and Tuesday 27th August 1850 a government inspector passed over 

the Preston extension of the East Lancashire Railway. The viaduct over the valley of the Ribble, and 

especially the iron bridge over the river, were severely tested. (Manchester Examiner, 28 August 

1850) 

The meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Thursday, 29th August 1850. It was stated with 

satisfaction that the single line from Blackburn to Clitheroe and Chatburn had been opened. The 

number of passengers on it is daily increasing, and the directors have no doubt that when proper 

warehouses and sidings are completed the receipts will realise their fullest anticipations. (Manchester 

Examiner, 31 August 1850; Railway Times, 7 September 1850) 

September 
Report of the Oldham Alliance Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 7 September 1850) 
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Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Railway Times & Herapath, 7 September 1850) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 4th September 1850. (Manchester 

Guardian & Herapath, 7 September 1850) 

The L&YR and the LNWR announce tenders for the letting of the refreshment rooms at Huddersfield 

station. (Manchester Examiner, 7 September 1850) 

The Burnley branch of the East Lancashire Railway, connecting the East Lancashire Railway and the 

L&YR, was officially inspected on Friday, 30th August 1850 and we understand was approved of. We 

have not heard what arrangements are being made for the working of the branch. (Manchester 

Examiner, 7 September 1850) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR. (Railway Times, 14 September 1850) 

A coach has commenced running from Burnley through Rossendale to Bury. The absence of third 

class carriages at regular hours, together with the high fares charged on the East Lancashire Railway, 

has led to the running of the above coach. (Manchester Examiner, 14 September 1850) 

The Liverpool and Southport Company have purchased one of the promising light locomotives of 

Messrs (George) England of Hatcham Iron Works, London. The present engine cost only £1,200; an 

ordinary locomotive would be twice that amount […]. This (engine) swallows only 8½ lbs of coke 

per mile whilst the larger engines require 29lbs. (The Builder, 21 September 1850) 

On Monday afternoon, 23rd September 1850 by express desire, Mr Champion Murgatroyd, of 

Mayroyd Mill, keyed in the last arch stone of the new “Victoria” bridge, in course of erection by the 

L&YR over the river Calder at Hebden Bridge station. The spectators took occasion to dilate 

forcibly on the great additional safety conferred upon the travelling public by the substitution of this 

handsome and desirable erection for the late tottering and decayed wooden structure. (Manchester 

Examiner, 25 September 1850) 

The L&YR announce that on Thursday, 1st October 1850 the line to Southport and Waterloo will be 

opened throughout without change of carriage. (Manchester Examiner, 28 September 1850) 

Alterations to the L&YR timetable show that trains to Liverpool, Wigan, Bolton, and Blackburn 

arrive and depart at Salford station. (Manchester Guardian, 28 September 1850) 

October 
Report of a meeting of the L&YR held on Wednesday, 2nd October 1850. (Manchester Guardian, 

Railway Times & Herapath, 5 October 1850) 

Conclusion of the report of the L&YR meeting. (Railway Times, 5th & 12th October 1850) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the collection and delivery of goods in the district of 

Newchurch and Rawtenstall; also to and from Ramsbottom station. (Manchester Examiner, 26 

October  1850) 

November 
The Huddersfield joint station building is now nearly completed, and the L&Y Company have 

removed into their own portion of it. The refreshment rooms are fitted up with gas-cooking 

apparatus, crane hoist from kitchen to dining rooms, etc. (The Builder, 2 November 1850) 

Report of the auditors for the East Lancashire Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 9 November 1850) 



1860 - 1869 

270 

The L&YR advertise Liverpool race traffic from Salford station, stating “This being the only route to the 

Aintree course (and in order to prevent mistakes and inconvenience), parties are requested to inquire for the 

“L&YR” booking offices, and to take “return tickets”. (Manchester Examiner, 9 November 1850) 

Notice to incorporate a company for making a railway from the L&YR to Middleton, from a field 

called Hollow Field, Boarshaw, to another field in Middleton, known as Sandy Brow, both belonging 

to Peto and Betts. (Manchester Guardian, 16 November 1850) 

December 
The Birkenhead, Lancashire and Cheshire Junction Railway announce the opening of the railway from 

Chester to Warrington and Manchester on and after Wednesday, 18th December 1850. Trains will 

arrive at and depart from Victoria station, Manchester. (Manchester Examiner, 14 December 1850) 

Description of a proposed railway from the LNWR line in Salford to Parsonage Gardens, 

Manchester. (Railway Times, 21 December 1850) 

Victoria Station Refreshment Rooms; The public are respectfully informed, that “hot joints” are 

always in readiness, from one o’clock until six in the afternoon, and that the following are the 

charges; Dinner, from the joint with vegetables and cheese, 1s 6d each; soup, or fish, or sweets, with 

dinner, 6d extra; Port or Sherry, 5s per bottle; Ale and Porter on draught or in bottles; Wines, 

Spirits, and etc., of every description, at equally low charges. (Manchester Examiner, 24 December 

1850) 
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1851 
January 

The L&YR advertise for a resident engineer whose exclusive services will be required. The rate of 

salary will not exceed £500 per annum. Also for a manager of the outdoor department of the 

passenger traffic of the Yorkshire district. (Herapath, 4 January1851) 

The award of the Railway Commissioners with reference to the division of the joint station at 

Liverpool submitted to the board. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 13 January1851) 

George Thomson to erect improved station house at Halshaw Moor station for £165. (L&YR Minutes, 

13 January1851) 

Estimated cost of the Bacup branch, exclusive of land, £47,700, £3,400-16-0d already paid for works. 

(East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 13 January1851) 

The East Lancashire Railway and MR invite tenders for the joint station at Colne, including the 

passenger station, gate house and other works. (Manchester Guardian, 15 January1851) 

Memorial to the L&YR regarding the Reserve Fund for Depreciation and Replacement. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 January1851) 

February 
The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Friday, 31st January 1851. The 

directors recommended the extension from Newchurch to Bacup before the act lapsed in 1853, the 

land had been purchased and it was estimated that £52,700 would be required to complete. 

(Manchester Guardian & Railway Times, 1 February1851) 

East Lancashire Railway carriage stock to 31st December 1850; twenty three 1st class, forty two 2nd

class, sixty one 3rd class, nine composite carriages, six coupe. (Herapath, 1February1851) 

The report shows an item for the electric telegraph of £788 June 2d. (Herapath, 1 February1851)  

On Monday week a very extensive slip of earth (about 1,000 yards) took place within about 40 yards 

of the Woolley tunnel, on the Barnsley end of the L&YR. The embankment had, for some time, been 

watched. “Mr Miller, who formed the line,” says a contemporary, “and whose engagements extended 

over twelve months expired only a week or two ago; hence the expense now incurred falls on the 

company”. (The Builder, 8 February1851) 

The annual dinner of the principal officers of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Thursday, 20th

February 1851 at Bury. (Manchester Examiner, 26 February1851) 

March 
Advertisement extolling the merits of sleepers supplied to the L&YR by the Patent Sleeper 

Company, 45 George Street, Manchester. Expected to last for three years. (Herapath, 1 March 1851) 

Report of the Oldham Alliance Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 1 March 1851) 

The half yearly meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Friday, 28th February, 1851. It was 

stated that the line was not in that state of completion which the directors could have wished, for 

there was only one line of rail laid from Blackburn to Clitheroe; and none of the stations were 

provided with sidings, the want of which the directors regretted, but they had not the money to 

provide them. The chairman was sorry that the new arrangements (with the L&YR) had not 

increased the amount of traffic on the Bolton line, and he regretted that the terms of the East 
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Lancashire Railway had been rejected, but he wished the shareholders not to forget that he had not 

advised that amalgamation, that hw wished all of them to know that he washed his hands of it. 

(Manchester Examiner, 5 March 1851) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR. (Railway Times & Herapath, 8 March 1851) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th March 1851. (Manchester 

Guardian, Railway Times & Herapath, 8 March 1851) 

The Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway invite tenders for the extension of the railway at 

Southport and the erection of station buildings. (Manchester Guardian & Herapath, 15 March 1851) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the maintenance of the permanent way. (Manchester Guardian, 22 March 

1851) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the maintenance of way from 1st May 1851 for a period of years; 

No.1 Division; Manchester to Mirfield with sundry branches, about 82 miles. 

No.2. Division; Mirfield to Normanton and Goole with sundry branches, about 72 miles. 

No.3. Division; Salford to Walton Junction and to Euxton Junction with sundry branches, about 66 

miles.  

(Herapath, 29 March 1851) 

April 
The tender of Messrs A & G Holme for the Southport extension recommended for acceptance, the 

work to be executed in four months. 

Tenders for the iron roof to be left open to admit of a report from the engineer on the style of roof 

erected over the Industrial Exhibition in London. (Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway Minutes, 

1 April 1851) 

Report of the special meeting of the L&YR held on Wednesday, 2nd April 1851 relating to “fifths” 

shareholders. (Manchester Examiner, Railway Times & Herapath, 5 April 1851) 

Messrs S & H Holmes of Liverpool have the contract for the Southport station extension. The new 

station will have a frontage of about thirty yards. The old station, which is constructed of timber, will 

be removed from its present site into Birkdale. (Herapath, 12 April 1851) 

On the 1st (April) a paper was read “On the Lockwood Viaduct on the Huddersfield and Sheffield 

Railway” by Mr J Hawkshaw to the Institution of Civil Engineers. Includes the Hall Bottom viaduct on 

the West Riding Union Railway, the Penistone viaduct and the Medlock viaduct. (The Builder, 12 

April 1851) 

May 
Plans and estimates for extending a double line from Crosby and rendering that station available as a 

terminus for the short trains, recommended to the consideration of the board. (Liverpool Crosby and 

Southport Railway Minutes, 6 May 1851) 

June 
A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Monday, 2nd June 1851 to consider the Blackburn 

Railway amalgamation bill. (Manchester Guardian, 4 June 1851) 
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A special meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Monday, 2nd June 1851 to consider the bill 

relating to arrangements with the L&YR. A long discussion ensued on the merits of the arrangement 

with the L&YR preferring amalgamation with the East Lancashire Railway, the meeting was 

adjourned. (Manchester Examiner, 4 June 1851) 

Report of the L&YR special meeting. (Herapath, 7 June 1851) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 7 June 1851) 

The adjourned meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Thursday, 12th June 1851. It was 

moved “that the bill as passed by the House of Commons should be adopted by the company”, an 

amendment was proposed “that the meeting disapprove of so much of the preamble of the bill submitted 

as relates to any working arrangement and amalgamation with the L&YR; and also disapproves of the 

clauses of the bill, being the 23rd to the 45th clauses inclusive, relating to the same subject”. The 

amendment was carried by 1,609 votes to 1,088. It was then moved that the remaining portion of 

the bill should be approved by the meeting and carried unanimously. (Manchester Examiner, 16 June 

1851) 

George Thomson’s tender, £574 March 0d, accepted for raising the centre part of Carle’s warehouse, 

Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 16 June 1851) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Railway Times, 21 June 1851) 

July 
Tenders to be obtained for driving a heading through the tunnels required in the extension to Bacup. 

(East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 7 July 1851) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the Thrutch tunnel. (Manchester Guardian, 9 July 1851) 

The L&YR have just issued proposals to the very numerous body of their inferior servants, whose 

lives are exposed to peril by accidents on the lines, which we hope to see extensively followed by 

other companies. These men have great and strong claims on the sympathies and encouragement of 

their employers, and we are glad to find these claims so wisely and benevolently acknowledged by 

this important company. Not least of the merits of the plan is that it meets both the case of 

temporary disablement or fatal injury, from accident sustained while in the company’s service. The 

terms are for engine drivers; 4d per week, payment on death, £100, a weekly payment, not 

exceeding fifteen weeks, if disabled by accident, £1-10- 0d; stokers, Breaksmen, and guards, 2d per 

week; £75 on death or £1-2-6d; porters, policemen, switchmen, gatekeepers and mechanics, 1d per 

week; £50 on death or 15s. (Manchester Guardian, 12 July 1851) 

On the 22nd ultimate at Manchester, Thomas Edmondson, aged 58. It may not be generally known that 

the subject of the above simple announcement was not only the originator of the species of card or 

pasteboard ticket, now so universally adopted by railway companies, in booking passengers with 

such facility, but that to him they are indebted for the whole train of mechanism involved in the 

printing of the tickets, their dating after being printed, and the elaborate and complete system of 

checking and counter-check of accounts which now constitutes their safeguard in this department. 

Mr Edmondson was employed before the world reaped the benefit of his inventive talent, on the 

Lancaster and Carlisle Railway (sic), having taken occasion, now some years ago, to develop his plan 

to the superintendent at that time of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, it ended in its adoption by 

that company, and in Mr Edmondson’s transfer from one service to the other, in which latter 

capacity he officiated at the Oldham Road station in Manchester, for some time as chief of the traffic 

audit department. The extreme simplicity and yet the perfection of Mr Edmondson’s invention were 

so soon appreciated, that he, without delay, took steps to secure himself by patent, and whilst 

continuing in the service of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, he availed himself of the 
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opportunities thus afforded to him of promulgating his plan. His connection with the above company 

was terminated in course of time, by the many inducements offered to him in the widely extending 

usefulness of his invention, and from that period to his death he assiduously devoted himself to the 

improvement of those minor points of detail which so generally suggest themselves to the reflective 

mind. (Manchester Guardian, 12 July 1851) 

George Thomson’s tender, £95, accepted for labour and ballast for additional lines near Sandhills, 

Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 14 July 1851) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station for passengers at Wakefield. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 July 1851; Herapath, 26 July 1851) 

Messrs A & G Holmes report the Southport station ready for opening. Public opening to be fixed for 

4th August 1851 with a private opening on 2nd August. (Liverpool Crosby and Southport Railway 

Minutes, 22 July 1851) 

August 
Bank riders have the entire control and management of the incline plane at Miles Platting, and of 

everything passing down; nothing to descend except conducted by them or an engine, every man 

upon the train implicitly following their direction. (L&YR Rules and Regulations, August 1851) 

The engineer reports the completion of the second line to Crosby. (Liverpool Crosby and Southport 

Railway Minutes, 12 August 1851) 

Works on the Bacup branch, including stations, to be let in one contract. (East Lancashire Railway 

Minutes, 13 August 1851) 

The half yearly meeting report of the East Lancashire Railway directors statement of working stock 

lists fifty four engines; twenty seven first class carriages; twelve second class; sixty one third class; six 

coupe; nine composite; one mail tender; eighteen trucks and vans; thirteen break vans; six horse 

boxes; ninety six coal wagons; fifty five cattle wagons; twenty ballast wagons; 841 goods wagons. 

(Manchester Examiner, 16 August 1851) 

Report of an accident at Church on Wednesday, 13th August 1851 when a goods train plunged into a 

cavity after part of a bridge arch had been removed. The bridge had been condemned as too low for 

the ordinary turnpike road traffic, and the contractors have been, for some days, engaged in raising 

it. By what means they were about to make the archway higher without disturbing the level of the 

rails we have been unable to ascertain; however, on the outward journey the engine driver saw that 

both rails were perfect. When, within about fifty yards of the viaduct he perceived a white light, held 

by a man on the line, close to the bridge. Before the driver could shut off the steam and reverse his 

engine, the train was on the bridge, when it was found that one line of rails had been removed, the 

masonry work taken away, and the remainder not sufficiently supported to resist the action of any 

heavy train. Down the frightful cavity rushed the engine and many of the wagons; the fireman espied 

the danger in time enough to scramble over the wagons and escaped death. The driver has been 

dreadfully injured, and lies in a very precarious state. (Manchester Examiner, 16 August 1851) 

The Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway directors report for the six months to 30th June 1851, 

states that nine months have elapsed since the completion of this railway from Southport to 

Kirkdale. As intimated in the last report the line has been, since the last meeting, extended to 

Chapel Street, Southport; the works are sufficiently advanced to allow of the station being used for 

traffic, but are not entirely completed. (Manchester Examiner, 20 August 1851) 
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In a report of the Electric Telegraph Company it is stated that “the line between Normanton and 

Manchester has been entirely renewed”. (Manchester Examiner, 20 August 1851; Herapath, 23 

August 1851) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 20th August 1851 at 

Bury. The directors reported that a plan of the division of the Salford station has been agreed upon; 

the directors are in daily expectation of Mr Brunel’s award, settling the apportionment of the joint 

station at Preston. In May last it was intimated to the board that the Blackburn Railway were 

dissatisfied with the proposed arrangement for uniting the line with the L&YR; and an inquiry was 

made, whether the directors would be dispersed to recommend your company to carry out the 

arrangement sanctioned by you on a former occasion. After a careful consideration of this subject, it 

has been determined to renew the negotiations with the Blackburn Company. The chairman stated 

that the company had been put to much inconvenience and to great expense at the Salford station, 

in consequence of not having room enough, and the directors had therefore purchased, on good 

terms, a piece of land for the purpose of extending their accommodation. (Manchester Examiner; 

Railway Times; Herapath, 23 August 1851) 

The report of the directors of the Blackburn Railway for the meeting to be held on 27th August 

states that the proposed act for confirming the arrangement into which the L&YR, had been rejected 

by a special meeting of shareholders, so far as regarded that arrangement; but an act omitting those 

clauses had received the Royal Assent on the 24th August 1851.  

The attention of the directors had been called to a paragraph in the report of the East Lancashire

Railway, stating, that negotiations having reference to the proposed arrangements between that 

company and this were still pending. The directors are entirely ignorant of such negotiations, and no 

proposals whatever have been made to them by the East Lancashire board, or by a person on their 

behalf, since the meeting of 28th January 1851, when the terms offered by that company were 

rejected, and the agreement with the L&YR Company adopted. The engineers report states that the 

L&YR Company has now taken possession of the whole of the works between Bolton and Chatburn, 

according to the terms of their arrangement with this company, the only expenditure which 

remained to be incurred would be for completing the road-side stations and warehouses, and also 

to lay the second line of rails between Blackburn and Clitheroe, should that be deemed expedient. 

The warehouse at Whalley is nearly finished, and arrangements are in progress for building there a 

suitable passenger station. (Manchester Examiner, 23 August 1851) 

The L&YR capital account published. (Manchester Guardian, 27 August 1851) 

George Thomson’s tender, £65, accepted for boarding side of shed at Bolton station. (L&YR Minutes, 

28 August 1851) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the completion of the Bacup branch railway from 

Newchurch. (Manchester Guardian, 30 August 1851) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the completion of the Bacup branch railway from 

Newchurch, including stations at Stacksteads and Bacup; also for the maintenance of the permanent 

way on the Preston extension. (Manchester Examiner, 30 August 1851) 

The half yearly meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Wednesday, 27th August 1851. 

(Manchester Examiner, 30 August 1851) 

September 
The British Electric Telegraph Company meeting reports that they have made arrangements for the 

use of the lines of the L&YR by which access will be afforded to all the principal towns throughout 

the manufacturing districts. (Railway News, 6 September 1851) 
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The L&YR directors report. (Railway Times, 6 September 1851) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 3rd September 1851. (Manchester 

Guardian & Herapath, 6 September 1851) 

The L&YR has entered into a contract with Mr Brassey for seven years for maintenance of way; the 

company finding rails, chairs and sleepers. (Herapath, 6 September 1851) 

The report of the L&YR general manager, Captain Laws, giving comparative details of traffic to 30th

June 1850 and 1851. (Railway Times, 20 September 1851) 

Report of an inquiry into an accident at Knottingley on 18th September 1850 involving a L&YR train 

to resolve blame […] a red signal is on a fixed signal post, placed in a conspicuous position about 

300 yards in advance of the station on the line from Doncaster. One of the parties insisted that the 

white signal was turned on, not the red, long report. (Railway Times & Herapath, 27 September 

1851) 

Negotiations are continuing to bring about the amalgamation of the L&YR and the East Lancashire 

Railway. (Railway Times, 27 September 1851) 

Tenders for the Bacup branch extension; T Brassey, £38,000; Shaw & Briggs, £38,728; James Taylor, 

£37,500; T & J Nowell, £37,188; G Thomson, £34,450; A & G Holmes, £34,400; Dickson and 

MacKenzie, £27,845. The last three to attend the Executive Committee on Friday, 4th October 1851.

(East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 29 September 1851) 

October 
The wires of the Magneto-Electric Telegraph (Henley’s Patent) were carried into Clifton Junction 

station on Thursday, 9th October 1851 completing the wiring from Salford. On Friday, 10th October 

the instruments were connected with the wires, and immediately put into active operation for the 

service of the L&YR, Bolton branch, and we believe this rapid means of communication was found 

very useful in connection with the preparation of trains for the enormous number of passengers into 

Manchester on the Queen’s visit. (Manchester Guardian, 11 October 1851) 

November 
The L&YR revised Oldham branch timetable shows nine up and ten down trains daily and four each 

way on Sundays. (Manchester Guardian, 26 November 1851) 

The seal of the L&YR has just been affixed to an agreement, by which the British Electric Telegraph 

Company obtains the use of the whole of that important line for telegraph purposes. It will be seen 

by our advertising columns that the British Electric Telegraph Company are about to commence 

immediate operations thereon. When the arrangements for this line and some others with which 

arrangements are now being prepared, are completed, the undertaking will be, we understand, in a 

good pecuniary position. (Herapath, 29 November 1851) 

The British Electric Telegraph Company advertise for a supply of about 5,000 poles of larch, Scotch 

Fir, or Norway Pine, principally 16 feet long and from 4½ to 5 inches in diameter at the upper end, 

to be delivered at any station on the L&YR. Also for the erection of about 160 miles of telegraph 

poles on the lines of the L&YR. (Herapath, 29 November 1851) 

December 
At the Oldham County Court Mr J Duncuft MP lately sued the L&YR Company for 11s expenses 

incurred by him in reaching his destination in consequence of the delay for a quarter of an hour of 

the train in which he was travelling. Counsel for the company contended that the delay was 

unavoidable being occasioned by a certain derangement of the machinery of the engine, for the 
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entire prevention of which scientific men had not yet discovered at remedy; but the judge, 

nevertheless, decreed for the full amount claimed with costs. (The Builder, 6 December 1851) 

In the Court of Exchequer on Tuesday, 2nd December 1851 judgement was given against the 

defendants in an action brought by the L&YR against the East Lancashire Railway for tollage due for 

the use of a portion of the plaintiff’s line used by the latter. The dispute turned on the application of 

an agreement made on 14th November 1843 between the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal 

Company and the projected Bury and Rossendale Company […]. The question was what rate should 

be charged for carriages and passengers traversing the space of four miles, between the point of 

junction and the Salford station. The decision was against the defendants, and the amount awarded 

to the plaintiffs by the verdict was £582. (Manchester Examiner, 10 December 1851; Railway Times, 

13 December 1851) 

Mr Perring reported that Dickson and MacKenzie had possession on 27th October 1851 of all the land 

on the Bacup branch they require. The works progressing as rapidly as can be fairly expected. 435 

men, 20 horses, and 16 wagons at work during week ending 6th December 1851. (East Lancashire 

Railway Minutes, 12 December 1851) 

The revised timetable of the L&YR states that trains to and from Salford station for Liverpool, 

Southport, Bolton, Preston, Blackpool, etc., will on and after 1st January 1852 arrive and depart from 

Victoria station. The timetable for trains to and from Liverpool on the L&YR and the LNWR shows 

a system of alternate services. East Lancashire Railway trains will continue to use Salford station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 24 December 1851) 
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1852 
January 

The East Lancashire Railway trains will arrive at Salford station as heretofore, departing at 6.45, 9.00, 

10.30, 1.30, 3.00, 4.30, 5.45, 6.50. (Manchester Examiner, 3 January1852) 

On New Year’s Eve, the foremen and workmen employed in the various workshops of the carriage 

and wagon department belonging to the East Lancashire Railway met at the Nelson Inn, Bury, for the 

purpose of presenting to Mr Newall, superintendent, a handsome piece of plate, consisting of a 

massive silver snuff-box, in token of their appreciation of the integrity and talent which have ever, 

during Mr Newall’s superintendence, characterised his conduct. The good old-fashioned Christmas 

cheer, amply served by Mr Ainsworth in his best style, and the able manner in which Mr Taylor, 

foreman of the smiths’ presided, gave the proceedings a character highly gratifying. The offering 

presented was of elegant design and excellent workmanship, and bore the following inscription; 

“Presented to Mr James Newall by the workmen under his superintendence in the carriage and wagon 

department of the East Lancashire Railway Company.” (Manchester Examiner, 7 January1852) 

The L&YR give notice that all trains to Preston and the north, Burnley, Blackburn, Bradford, and 

Leeds now depart from Victoria station. All the passenger traffic is removed from the Salford 

station, which is now closed. (Manchester Guardian, 10 January1852) 

The East Lancashire Railway give notice that all trains to Preston, Blackburn, Burnley, etc., now 

depart from Salford station. (Manchester Guardian, 10 January1852) 

The tender of George Thomson, £101-16-3d, accepted for new siding at Bullfield, Bolton. (L&YR

Minutes, 12 January1852) 

On Wednesday last, 14th January 1852 the L&YR goods management officers at Liverpool celebrated 

their annual meeting by a dinner, long report. (Railway Times, 17 January1852) 

The influence of railways on the value of property has been well exemplified at Preston. According 

to the local Manchester Guardian previous to the North Union Railway Company adopting Butler 

Street as the entrance to the booking office for the south trains, property situate there was not of 

the most valuable description. Owing to the above arrangement, combined with the erection of the 

East Lancashire station at the foot of Butler Street, it has rapidly increased in value, a house having 

been sold by auction for £600 the value of which some years ago was set down at £210. (The 

Builder, 17 January1852) 

Payment to Dickson & MacKenzie, Bacup branch, £960; there are 414 men, 38 horses, and 27 

wagons working during the week ending 14th January 1852. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 23 

January1852) 

The British Electric Telegraph  have commenced laying down their system of telegraphic 

communication uniting Liverpool, Manchester and the Yorkshire towns of Halifax, Huddersfield and 

Leeds with Hartlepool, Stockton and Hull. The Magnetic Telegraph Company are said to have laid 

down their wires between Liverpool  and Manchester (taking the line of the LNWR, whilst the other 

new company go by the L&YR route, taking Wigan and Bolton on their way). The Magnetic 

Telegraph carry their wires underground whilst the British Telegraph will have them above ground. 

(The Builder, 24 January1852) 

Messrs Dunn & Company, of Salford, to supply a turntable for the Luddenden Foot depot; the tender 

of George Thomson accepted for excavation and filling at Wakefield station. (L&YR Minutes, 26 

January1852) 
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The L&YR notice with the view of affording every facility at their disposal for promoting education, 

the directors of this company will (on the production of a certificate from the head-master, mistress, 

or proprietor of any school, that the applicant is their pupil, and under eighteen years of age), grant 

annual passes, by any train that may arrive or depart from any station on their lines, on the following 

terms; 1st class carriage at £1-3-0d per mile per annum. Other carriages £1 per mile per annum. 

Applications for which are to be made to the office. General Managers Office, Manchester. 

(Manchester Examiner, 28 January1852) 

February 
The East Lancashire Railway meeting report includes in the accounts to 31st December 1851 

expense for electric telegraph £1,568 June 2d. (Railway Times & Herapath, 7 February1852) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 11th February 1852 

during which there was some discussion regarding amalgamation with the L&YR. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 February1852; Railway Times & Herapath, 21 February1852) 

The directors report for the meeting of the L&YR meeting on 3rd March 1852. (Manchester 

Guardian, Railway Times & Herapath, 28 February1852) 

March 
Report of the L&YR general manager. (Railway Times, 6 March 1852) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 3rd March 1852. It was reported that 

the application to Parliament will include the construction of a bridge under York Street, 

Manchester, and to widen the existing bridge over Ordsall Lane, Salford. The company had an 

arrangement with the Magnetic Telegraph Company which would yield them an income, besides 

giving them two wires for their own use.(Manchester Guardian, Railway Times & Herapath, 6 March 

1852) 

On Saturday morning week at Bury a L&YR goods train was in the act of being shifted from the 

siding connected with the goods warehouse when the Normanton luggage train arrived from Bolton 

and ran into the other at about twenty miles per hour. The driver and fireman being killed. Some 

difficulty arose as to whether the red signal was on or not. The watchman said he put the red signal 

on about 12.10pm and that he had not altered it afterwards. Immediately after the collision, 

however, he found it off as did the guard of the train which was run into. The signal was operated by 

a lever. (Railway Times, 6 March 1852) 

There are 404 men, 30 horses, and 30 wagons at work on the Bacup branch during the week ending 

7th February 1852 and 527 men, 43 horses, and 39 wagons at work on the branch during the week 

ending 6th March. The committee to walk over the branch. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 10 

March 1852) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for building a station house at Molyneux Brow; and 

additions to the station building at Summerseat. (Manchester Guardian, 13 March 1852) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a stone bridge across the river Calder at Healey Low Mill, 

near Horbury. (Manchester Examiner, 13 March 1852) 

Accident on 14th March 1852. […] The Bury (L&YR) station is protected by distance auxiliary signals 

on both sides. These are worked by wires from the platform and the signalman who turns them can 

see from his post at the lever whether they are on or off. When set on for danger they show two red 

discs by day and a red light at night as is usual on the L&YR. On seeing the danger signal all trains are 

bound to stop; and it is only in case an all right signal is shown that a train is allowed to run through 

the station without stopping […] (Accident report) 
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George Thomson’s tender, £2,875, accepted for a bridge at Healey Mill. (L&YR Minutes, 22 March 

1852) 

A fatal accident occurred on Monday, 22nd March 1852 at Salford station, whilst alterations and 

improvements at the large iron roof over the station were in progress. The man, a carpenter, was in 

the employment of Robert Neill. (Manchester Examiner, 27 March 1852) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station and platforms at Rochdale.

(Manchester Guardian, 27 March 1852) 

April 
The usual facilities are being given by the L&YR for cheap trips as during the last year. These trips 

are under the management of Mr Stanley, who, for several years, has conducted so many (trips). 

They start, as usual, from the New Bailey Street station, Salford. (Manchester Examiner, 3 April 

1852) 

A  proposition has been laid  before  the Liverpool  Dock  Committee  to construct  a high level 

[…] and to form a junction with the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways for coal traffic. The cost of 

the undertaking is estimated at £45,550 while the anticipated revenue is £3,375 per annum. (The 

Builder, 3 April 1852) 

On Thursday last, 1st April 1852 the officers and servants of the East Lancashire Railway held their 

third annual dinner party at the Hargreaves Arms Inn, Accrington. (Manchester Examiner, 7 April 

1852; Railway Times, 10 April 1852) 

Some delay in the tunnel works on the Bacup branch, the masons having struck for higher wages. The 

rest of the works satisfactory with 504 men, 41 horses, and 44 wagons at work during the week 

ending 3rd April 1852. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 12 April 1852) 

May 
The Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway decided, at a meeting held on Thursday, 29th April 

1852, to double the railway between Crosby and Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1852) 

Extensive moss fires raging for several days on Rainford Heath. On Friday, 30th April 1852 the fires 

were at their greatest height. One had been burning several days, in that part of the parish of 

Bickerstaff through which the East Lancashire Railway passes […]. The only dwelling on the line, 

called “The Level Crossing House”, is a lodge placed as a protection to the Earl of Derby’s private 

carriage road. The occupant, Thomas Shacklady and his son, were obliged to exert themselves most 

strenuously on the nights of Thursday and Friday to prevent the flames extending to their home and 

destroying it. (Manchester Examiner, 1 May 1852) 

Notice to advertisers; The L&YR having resolved on permitting advertisements to be displayed at 

their several stations and in second class carriages, advertisers may obtain full particulars as to 

terms, etc., on application to Messrs W H Smith, the contractors. (Manchester Examiner, 8 May 

1852) 

The Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway have authorised the laying down of a second line of 

rails from Crosby to Southport for £16,000. The estate at Waterloo is now laid out for building 

plots, six of which have already been sold, the purchasers being bound to erect houses at prescribed 

elevations. (Herapath, 8 May 1852) 

The new Crosby station to be opened on Tuesday, 1st June 1852. (Liverpool Crosby and Southport 

Railway Minutes, 13 May 1852) 
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A turn-out of miners last month retarded the progress of the Bacup branch tunnels. Otherwise 

progress satisfactory with 549 men, 53 horses, and 87 wagons at the workings. (East Lancashire 

Railway Minutes, 14 May 1852) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Tuesday, 25th May 1852. (Manchester Guardian, 26 May 

1852; Railway Times, May 1852) 

June 
George Scott, late cashier in the service of the L&YR at the Oldham Road station, Manchester, was 

charged with having left the company’s service with £80. It was his duty, as head cashier, to receive 

money from George Cockerham, the cash clerk, to pay into the bank. It was his duty to balance his 

cash every ten days or every fortnight and to enter all sums as soon as they were paid to him. 

(Railway Times, 5 June 1852) 

The Magnetic Telegraph Company, it appears, have completed to Wigan, Bolton and Manchester on 

the L&YR. Arrangements are making to connect by it Bury and Preston; and, ere long, London will 

be reached by it, probably on the GNline. (The Builder, 5 June 1852) 

A man was killed near Werneth station, Oldham, by the ballast wagons descending to assist an 

ascending train on Friday, 4th June 1852. (Manchester Examiner, 9 June 1852) 

Payment to Dickson & MacKenzie, £3,100, re Bacup branch. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 11 

June 1852) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station and goods 

warehouse at Rishton. (Manchester Guardian, 19 June 1852) 

July 
The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Grane Road, 

Haslingden. (Manchester Guardian, 3 July 1852) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for one hundred goods wagons. (Manchester Examiner, 7 

July 1852) 

George Thomson to build fence wall at Horbury station, estimate £60. (L&YR Minutes,12 July 1852) 

Payment to Dickson & MacKenzie, £3,800, re Bacup branch. The late wet weather has so materially 

retarded operations on the Bacup branch that it will not be possible to run an engine over the line this 

month, but it should be ready for inspection by 11th August 1852. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 

14 July 1852) 

In an excursion advertisement it was stated that further information was available from Mr 

Blackmore at the west end of Victoria station, where the business of the western division of the 

L&YR was now transferred. (Manchester Guardian, 14 July 1852) 

An excursion of a party from the Wesleyan Methodists Chapel Sunday School which had left Burnley 

for Goole on Monday, 12th July 1852 consisting of thirty five carriages, of all three classes, drawn by 

one engine and containing about 1,070 passengers approached Burnley at about 11.30pm on the 

return journey. The train stopped at Towneley station to allow some passengers to alight. At this 

station it is the practise to detach the engine, and allow the train to descend a decline to the Burnley 

station, its speed regulated by the brakes; and this train is stated to have had two brake carriages, a 

guard to each. About 120 to 150 yards before reaching the station, the railway crosses a small valley 

and some water, by a bridge; and at the end of this bridge next the station is an iron handle for 

turning the points, in order to shunt arriving trains upon the main line which is connected with the 

East Lancashire Railway; departing trains starting from what is in reality a siding, running parallel to 
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the other, but at a gradual rise, till it reaches the station platform, where the siding terminates 

abruptly at the masonry abutment of a bridge, which is carried over the connecting length of railway, 

between the L&YR and the East Lancashire Railway. At the platform, the siding, or rails for departing 

trains, is six feet above the parallel connecting line.  

The duty of the pointsman, whose name is Parker, is to shunt any arriving train, so as to descend the 

connecting line; but in this instance he was not at his post, according to some accounts he was not 

on the ground at all, according to others he had got a deputy, who in turn neglected his duty, or was 

ignorant of what was required. Be this as it may, the points were not turned, as they had been about 

an hour before, on the arrival in safety of a previous excursion, and the impetus of the descending 

train, notwithstanding the use of the brakes, was so great that as it ran past the offices and the 

station, and come to the solid timber buffers fixed horizontally to the wall of the skew bridge 

abutment, the effect of the two forces was so great as to press upwards the fourth and fifth 

carriages from the engine, in this long train of thirty five, and to smash the body, or frame, of one of 

them almost to pieces […]. 

It was about an hour before the fullest extent of the mischief was ascertained, one man and three 

girls had been killed, three other persons seriously hurt and many more injured. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 July 1852) 

Accident on 17th July 1852 […]. The junction of the siding (at Wigan) was protected by an auxiliary 

signal, distant about 400 yards and prior to allowing the main line to be blocked the pointsman turned 

over the lever to the ‘danger’ notch and fastened it down there. Owing, however, to some 

derangement in the action of the wire the discs of the auxiliary signal only turned on to an angle of 45 

degrees with the line instead of standing perpendicularly across it; and, as the line on which the 

approaching train was moving swept round towards the signal on a curve, the driver saw the discs 

end-on, being thus an ‘all right’ signal and it was not till the sweep of the curve had brought his 

engine within 300 yards of the signal post that he perceived at the same moment the doubtful position 

of the discs. (Accident report) 

The Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway have just completed the extension of their line from 

Birkdale to Southport and have erected a station for the accommodation of the many visitors to this 

watering place. The style is Italian. There are wings on each side, and two porches, the right leading 

to superintendent’s residence, the other to the booking office, etc. The waiting and refreshment 

rooms and different offices are alongside the platform. Mr George Latham is the architect, Messrs 

Holmes, of Liverpool, the builders. (The Builder, 17 July 1852) 

On Monday, 12th July 1852 an excursion train returning to Burnley from Goole arrived at the 

Towneley station and many of the passengers quitted it. It is usual to detach the engine about this 

place, and let the train run down the decline to the Burnley station by its own weight. This was done 

in the present case, and as there were two break carriages, it would have been safer under ordinary 

circumstances. Arriving trains should be turned, or “shunted” on to the main line of the East 

Lancashire Railway; there being a handle fixed there, by which the “pointsman”, standing close to a 

bridge where the railway crosses the river, is to turn the end of the rails down which the train is 

descending, to connect them with the main line. In the present instance, the pointsman was not 

ready in time…From whatever cause, the points were not turned, and the impetus of the 

descending train, notwithstanding the use of the breaks, was so great that, as it run past the offices 

and station, and came to the solid timber buffers, fixed horizontally to the wall of the skew  bridge 

abutment, the effect of the force to press upwards the fourth and fifth carriages from the engine, in 

this long train of thirty five, and to smash the body, or frame, of one of them almost to pieces, 

raising the other carriage almost upon end […] a party of the county constabulary, was soon on the 

spot, and resorted to active measures for the extrication of the injured, four of whom, a man and 

three girls, were found to be quite dead, and some twenty or thirty seriously injured. (Manchester 

Examiner, 17 July 1852) 
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Report of the adjourned inquest of the Burnley accident. (Manchester Guardian, 24 July 1852) 

Further report of the Burnley accident inquest. (Manchester Guardian, 28 July 1852) 

A collision took place on Monday, 26th July 1852 at the Bootle Lane (Kirkdale) station of the L&YR. 

The station is situated about two miles from Liverpool, near the entrance to the Walton tunnel. It 

appears that the 7.30am passenger train from Manchester reached Bootle Lane station at 9.30am 

that being the place where a stoppage is usually made in order to collect the passenger’s tickets. 

While the tickets were being collected, an alarm was raised that a train was approaching on the 

same line. This, of course, created a panic amongst the passengers, many of whom endeavoured to 

get from the carriages on to the platform of the station, in order to avoid the danger with which 

they were threatened. Just at this moment a large luggage train, from Colne, came up at a rapid rate, 

and ran into the passenger train with considerable force […]. The passenger train comprised ten 

carriages each containing a considerable number of people. (Manchester Guardian, 28 July 1852) 

August 
The report of the East Lancashire Railway meeting states that it would facilitate the working of the 

railway if they could secure a telegraphic communication on the whole of the East Lancashire line; 

and they have recently succeeded in making a satisfactory arrangement with the Magnetic Telegraph 

Company for  the erection of their telegraph upon the railway. The accounts to 30th June 1852 

include the expense for electric telegraph, £1,568-6-2d. (Manchester Guardian, 7 August 1852; 

Herapath & Railway Times, 21 August 1852) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 11th August 1852. It 

was stated that the company would appeal against the verdict of the Court of Exchequer and if the 

decision were give against the company they would have no alternative but to make the four miles of 

railway from Clifton to Salford, unless the L&YR were disposed to enter into an equitable 

arrangement for permitting them to run over their (the L&YR) line. It was stated that negotiations 

with the L&YR regarding amalgamation had been broken off. (Manchester Guardian, 14 August 1852) 

[…] in conjunction with the St Helens Railway (the directors) were solicited to join in the 

promotion of a railway from St Helens through Ormskirk to Southport, and also forming a junction 

with the Liverpool and Bury Railway, which would have brought the Skelmersdale branch of this 

company into productive use; and the expenditure on that branch would have formed part of this 

company’s contribution to that undertaking. The directors were desirous that the L&YR should also 

join in the undertaking, in order to avoid the necessity of constructing the Manchester and 

Southport Railway, which, in the estimation of the board, would have afforded ample 

accommodation to the public at a very small cost, and might possibly have relieved the L&YR from 

the mandamus then pending […]. But the willingness of the L&YR to participate in the project, and 

the then state of the money market, had induced the promoters to withdraw the scheme until a 

more favourable opportunity. (Manchester Examiner, Railway Times & Herapath, 21 August 1852) 

Report of the inquest into the accident at Bullfield on Monday, 23rd August 1852. The inquest jury 

remarked; “The jury cannot separate without expressing their opinion that the servants employed on the 

L&YR from Liverpool to Bolton, on Monday, 23rd August 1852, were totally inadequate to meet the extra-

ordinary demands of them, consequent upon running several special trains, and permitting excursionists to 

travel in ordinary trains. They also desire to deprecate, in the strongest terms, the running of trains of such 

unusual lengths, and with a deficiency of locomotive power to work the same. And further, they desire to 

state, that there was great irregularity in the starting and arrival of trains on the day before named, no less 

than seven trains, two of them numbering upwards of thirty carriages each, and extending nearly a mile in 

length, accumulating on one line of rails, at Bolton station, rendering an increase of servants indispensable to 

the safe and effectual working of the line.” (Manchester Guardian, 25 August 1852) 
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The signal apparatus (at Bullfield), at the top of the post, consists of two discs and a lamp, which can 

be turned in a moment, so as to exhibit the colours understood as an indication of warning and 

danger. (Manchester Examiner, 25 August 1852) 

On Monday, 23rd August 1852 the 7.30pm train from Liverpool to Manchester, consisting of about 

sixteen carriages, should have arrived at Bolton at 8.45pm, but had been delayed by congestion 

caused by several excursion trains. As a result the train was approaching Bullfield at about 10.15pm. 

At that time a number of the trains which preceded it had been stopped, and extended in a line from 

the Bolton station to Bullfield. Their stoppage is said to have been caused principally by the late 

arrival in Bolton of the 5.30pm train from Liverpool, which though due at 7.20pm did not arrive until 

9.20pm. The train consisted of thirty six carriages, and as the passengers for Manchester and for 

Yorkshire were intermixed in the same carriages, a scene of great confusion occurred while they 

were being separated, and is said to have lasted for twenty minutes or half an hour. While this was 

going on, four other trains came up, and were, of course, all stopped. The first of these was an 

excursion train from Liverpool, consisting of thirty six carriages, the second was a luggage train from 

Liverpool to Manchester, and the third was an excursion from Fleetwood and Blackpool to 

Manchester, consisting of twenty five carriages, and behind its time; and the fourth was a train from 

Liverpool for either Wakefield or Bradford, loaded with timber. Besides these there was a luggage 

train before the first mentioned passenger train; the engine of which was taking water. Thus at the 

time that the train to which the accident occurred came up, the line for some distance before it was 

completely blocked up with other trains, two of which at least were behind their times. At Lostock 

Junction the engine driver received the caution signal, and in consequence from that point the train 

proceeded at a rate of no more than six to ten miles per hour. When he arrived within sight of the 

signal lamp upon the curve before Bullfield, the driver observed no signal, and he therefore did not 

diminish the speed of his train. When the engine had rounded the curve, however, he saw at a short 

distance before him the tail lights of the last goods train in the long line of trains which we have 

previously described […].  

In spite of efforts taken the train ran into that before it with great violence, and caused a shock 

which was felt in all the carriages. The luggage van, which was next the tender, and the three first 

carriages, all third class, were, however, those which suffered most. The luggage van was thrown off 

the rails, but was not much broken. The first carriage was a newly painted third class, divided into 

two compartments. Its front was knocked in and broken to pieces, the right hand corner was 

carried away, but the rest of the framework was not injured. The second carriage was thrown up on 

the fore end; and as it was open from end to end, all the passengers, ten in number, were thrown 

upon their backs and heads in a most dangerous manner. One of the front and both hind buffers of 

this carriage, which as well as those of the third were dead buffers, acting upon a cross bar and 

spring, were broken off, and a portion of the back of the carriage was broken in. In the third 

carriage, the front buffers were both knocked off, the front was driven in, and a large portion of the 

flooring and many of the seats were torn up. All these carriages were well filled […]. 

The shock of the collision was felt throughout the train, and many of the passengers got out. Some 

of them stood on the other rail; others climbed a wall, about nine feet high, and got into the 

adjoining fields. Between this wall and the train there was scarcely standing room for the passengers. 

To add to the confusion two other trains came up, but they were fortunately stopped. (Manchester 

Guardian, 28 August 1852) 

The signal apparatus (at Bullfield), at the top of the post, consists of two discs and a lamp, which can 

be turned in a moment, so as to exhibit the colours understood as an indication of warning and 

danger. (Manchester Examiner, 25 August 1852) 

Persons passing from Manchester along Great Ducie Street will have observed a block of cottages 

lying in the hollow on the right hand side of the road, near the wall enclosing the grounds of the 
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workhouse. The north western side of this plot is bounded by New Bridge Street, which had an 

acute angle at its junction with Great Ducie Street. This corner is now curved to a radius of forty 

five feet, bringing it inwards about four yards. To accomplish this, the Improvement Commissioners 

purchase the necessary ground from the L&YR, and then raised the part required to the level of the 

road. (Manchester Examiner, 28 August 1852) 

Report of the meeting of the Blackburn Railway held on Monday, 30th August 1852. (Manchester 

Examiner, 1 September 1852) 

September 
The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 1st September, 1852. (Manchester 

Guardian, Railway Times & Herapath, 4 September 1852) 

MacEwen’s omnibus from Plymouth Grove to Victoria station now leaves from the Exchange. 

(Manchester Examiner, 15 September 1852) 

The East Lancashire Railway announce the opening of the Bacup branch on and after 1st October, 

1852. (Manchester Guardian, 29 September 1852) 

October 
Report of the L&YR general manager. (Railway Times, 2 October 1852) 

Report of the East Lancashire Railway directors. (Railway Times, 2 October 1852) 

Arrangements made for Mr Thomson to purchase the locomotive “Clarence” after re-tubing, for 

£600. (L&YR Minutes, 11 October 1852) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for fitting up stables for twenty eight horses at Salford.

(Manchester Guardian, 23 October 1852) 

The Manchester and Southport Railway announce tenders for the construction and completion of the 

necessary works embraced in the formation of a line of railway from Wigan to Southport, of a total 

length of seventeen miles, or thereabouts…the directors propose to divide the line into three contracts, 

in the manner following; but the option will be given at the same time to any party to embrace the 

three contracts in one tender.  

No.1. contract, commencing at the bridge, carrying the North Union Railway over the L&YR, in 

Wigan, and terminating at a point three chains on the north of the points where the said intended 

railway crosses the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, near Dean Lock, Shevington, being a total length of 

two miles and seventy chains.  

No.2. contract, (from No.1. contract) terminating at the bridge, carrying the Liverpool, Ormskirk and 

Preston Railway   over the intended railway, in the township of Lathom, being a total length of six 

miles and thirty three chains.  

No.3. contract, (from No.2. contract) extending to, and forming a junction with, the Liverpool, Crosby 

and Southport Railway, at Southport station, being a length of seven miles and forty chains. Including 

also the south fork in Lathom, two chains east of the Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston Railway   

extending to, and forming a junction with, the Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston Railway   where the 

same crosses the Leeds and Liverpool Canal being a length of nineteen chains, making a total length 

of seven miles and fifty nine chains. (Manchester Examiner, 30 October 1852) 

Report of the Manchester Town Council meeting held on Wednesday, 27th October 1852. Street 

improvements […] a continuation of Corporation Street from Hyde’s Cross to Ducie Bridge, a 

street to lead straight on from York Street and from Cheetham Hill, into the middle of the town. A 
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memorial, numerously and respectably signed, on this subject, had been presented to the council 

several months ago, by Mr E Lloyd and Mr H Houldsworth. The proposed street would run from 

the end of Corporation Street to come out at the bottom of Miller Street, near Ducie Bridge. It 

would go through a most inferior class of property, very old and dilapidated, and partly built of 

wood and plaster, where the courts and entries were filled with pigsties, old stables, and other 

buildings of very little value. This would give one thoroughfare, from the centre of the town, almost 

in a straight line from the Town Hall. The cost would be very considerable; the cost of the street 

itself was estimated at about £35,000, and it would be desirable to alter the width of the bridge, to 

adapt it to the newly formed street, by which an expense of another £5,000 would be incurred; the 

present width of the bridge was sixteen yards. No doubt, this would be a very large outlay; but 

considering that Cheetham Hill was now a suburb of great and increasing importance, it was not too 

much to require that something like a passable street should be made from it into the centre of the 

town. (Manchester Examiner, 30 October 1852) 

November 
On Wednesday fortnight, a bridge over the Bolton and Blackburn section of the L&Y lines fell in, 

after sixteen head of cattle had just passed. (The Builder, 11 November 1852) 

The British Electric Telegraph Company meeting reported that the wires over the L&YR between 

Liverpool and Leeds are almost complete. (Herapath, 13 November 1852) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the line from Wigan to Southport, about 17 miles. (Herapath, 13 

November 1852) 

The East Lancashire Railway give notice of an application to Parliament for powers to extend the 

railway from Clifton to Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 13 November 1852) 

The tender of Mr G Thomson accepted for work at Thornes Lane, Wakefield. (L&YR Minutes, 23 

November 1852) 

December 
The understanding between the L&YR and the Easy Lancashire Railway has been the means of raising 

the passenger fares on the East Lancashire line. The removal of the passenger traffic, however, to 

one station (at Blackburn), has been a great accommodation to the public. (Manchester Examiner, 8 

December 1852) 

Final statement of the Bacup branch.

Original contract £26,685-00-00
No.2. contract £2,954-17-10

£547-13-00

£30,187-10-10 

Cash paid on account £25,100-00-00

Cost of completing works 
and maintenance    

£1,629-03-03 

£26,729-03-03 

Now due £3,485-07-07

(East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 17 December 1852) 
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On the first of the present month (December 1852) the East Lancashire, L&YR, and LNWR 

companies came to an arrangement not to compete with each other for either goods, or passengers. 

It is understood that the receipts for passengers are to be divided in certain proportions, and the 

company over whose line the parties actually travel will receive also a certain mileage. One effect of 

this arrangement has been the closing of the L&YR station at Blackburn; all the traffic, both of 

passenger and goods, being now worked from the East Lancashire station and warehouses. At 

Liverpool, the servants of the East Lancashire are removed, and the whole of the passenger and 

goods traffic is despatched from the L&YR offices, though it all passes over the East Lancashire line. 

An increase has been made in passenger fares. (Manchester Examiner, 18 December 1852) 
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1853 
January 

A bill to authorise Manchester Corporation to make improvements has been printed prior to its 

being sanctioned by Parliament; the tenth clause empowers the council to make roads, or streets, 

including a new street from Hyde’s Cross to Ducie Bridge. (Manchester Examiner, 1 January1853) 

George Thomson to erect corrugated iron screens at Wakefield viaduct, estimate £30. (L&YR Minutes, 

4 January1853) 

Letter; I beg to call the attention of the East Lancashire Railway Company to the very disgraceful 

state of their station at Stacksteads. The fact is, sir, there is not such a thing as a room of any sort to 

tale shelter in from the piercing cold, and when we take into consideration that the trains there are 

invariably behind time, I, for one, think that such a convenience ought to be provided; besides, they 

are not all strong and robust people that have to wait there for twenty minutes after the train was 

due. (Manchester Examiner, 8January1853) 

A new station is being provided at Rishton. (Manchester Guardian, 12 January1853) 

Tender to be obtained from Mr Thomson for new siding, etc., at Horbury station, estimate £460. Mr 

Thomson to construct new siding at Crigglestone station, estimate £210. (L&YR Minutes, 18 

January1853) 

February 
The East Lancashire Railway announces the opening of the goods station at Bacup on Tuesday, 1st

February 1853. (Manchester Guardian, 29 January1853) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for stables for twenty eight horses, loose box, dwelling 

house, foundation of weighing machine and office and the completion of a fence wall next the river 

between George Street and Jubilee Street, Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 29January1853) 

The report of the directors of the East Lancashire Railway states[…] the extension of the Bacup 

branch, about two and a half miles in length, has been opened for passenger traffic since 1st October 

1852 and for goods traffic since the 1st instant […]. The board concluded a comprehensive 

agreement in December last with the L&YR and the LNWR for a term of seven years, by which the 

receipts upon all traffic at competing points are now divided in fixed proportions. As this 

arrangement secures the transmission of the merchandize traffic by the shortest route, and enables 

the L&YR and East Lancashire companies to work the traffic at Liverpool, Burnley, Blackburn, and 

Manchester stations with one staff, it has the advantage of securing to the public the shortest and 

best communication for the trade of the district, at the same time that it assists the railway 

companies in conducting their business in a more economical manner […]. The directors have taken 

the necessary preliminary steps for promoting bills in Parliament for the following objects; the 

extension of the line from Clifton to Salford, the making of a branch from Ormskirk to Southport, 

and an extension of the Skelmersdale branch to Rainford. (Manchester Examiner, 9 February1853; 

Railway Times, 19 February1853) 

The report of the East Lancashire Railway includes expense for telegraph, £1,568-06-2d. (Herapath, 

12February1853) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 16th February 1853. 

It was stated that an agreement between the East Lancashire, L&YR and LNWR was made in 

December 1852 for seven years by which receipts upon all traffic at competing points are now 

divided in fixed proportions. (Manchester Guardian, 19February1853) 
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The East Lancashire Railway will receive tenders for the privilege of exhibiting shew cards, 

advertisements, and etc., and selling books and periodicals at the several stations on their line of 

railway. There are forty two stations on the East Lancashire Railway.  

Tenders will be received for the above privilege at all stations (except Liverpool) as a whole, or for 

separate stations. Liverpool station to be tendered for separately. (Railway Times, 26February1853) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR. (Railway Times, 26February1853) 

March 
The half yearly meeting of the Manchester and Southport Railway was held on Monday, 28th

February 1853. It was stated that the contractors have undertaken to complete the line between 

Burscough and Southport by 1st September 1853 and the remaining portion by 1st April 1854. 

(Manchester Examiner, 2 March 1853) 

The half yearly meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Monday, 28th February 1853. It was 

stated that the late arrangements which had been made between the East Lancashire and L&YR

companies respecting the joint use of the former station at Blackburn, had been done without the 

consent of the Blackburn Company. (Manchester Examiner, 2 March 1853) 

The L&YR, East Lancashire and LNW companies announce that they will not accept goods after 

8.00pm as from 1st March 1853. (Manchester Guardian, 2 March 1853) 

On Friday, 4th March 1853 an express train, consisting of engine and tender, seven first and second 

class carriages, and a luggage van, placed about the centre of the train, left Preston at 5.00pm for 

Manchester. It arrived safely at Bolton, and left that station about twelve minutes before six. The 

train had passed Dixon Fold station about two or three hundred yards when the engine seems to 

have got off the line, and thus to have caused the catastrophe. The engine was thrown over upon its 

right side, several of the carriages were smashed to pieces, and from beneath the wreck, a number 

of people were extricated, three others were dead. (Manchester Guardian, 5 March 1853; Herapath, 

12 March 1853) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 2nd March 1853. It was stated that 

during the last year the whole of the Manchester and Leeds line had been re-laid with 80lbs rail, 

replacing the 56lbs rails. Because of the lack of warehouse accommodation a committee had been 

visiting stations to see what existed and what was required; it was probable that a warehouse would 

be built at Salford in lieu of the one for which the company was paying the LNWR £750 per year. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 March 1853) 

[…] wagon stock was frequently used as a substitute for warehouses. The goods to be carried were 

so much greater than the warehouse accommodation that they were obliged, sometimes, to allow 

the wagons to remain loaded, which they would not do if it were in their power to avoid it. The 

subject of warehouse accommodation was under the consideration of the board; a committee had 

been appointed to investigate the matter, and was now engaged in visiting the various stations to see 

what accommodation was required. In Salford it was very probable they might build a warehouse. 

They were now paying to the LNWR £750 per annum as rent for a warehouse not in the most 

convenient locality…In the whole year, 1852, they had built four new engines, against none in 1851; 

thirty three new carriages against four in 1851; 183 wagons against 83 in 1851…During the past half 

year for the relaying of the permanent way the allowance had been increased by £407 to £20,000. 

They had completed the whole of the Leeds line relaying both lines of rails. (Manchester Examiner, 

Railway Times & Herapath, 5 March 1853) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Herapath, 12 March 1853) 
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Porters employed by the L&YR and East Lancashire companies at Tithebarn Street station, 

Liverpool, struck on Friday week for an advance of wages from 18/- and 19/- to 21/- and 22/- per 

week. The directors, with the idea of crushing the movement, brought over a number of men from 

Manchester. They, however, proved so unequal to the duties that they were at work all day on 

Sunday. On Monday the foremen also struck, asserting that the fresh hands were too few for the 

number of trains, and that, unless a change were speedily made, it was probable some fatal accidents 

might take place. The old hands were there upon called in, a promise being given that their demands 

should be complied with. They struck again, however, on Thursday, for the purpose of seeing that 

the latter promise had been complied with, the porters employed a man to search the yards, to see 

if any had been secreted about the premises. They, however, intimated that they should now expect 

their time to be reduced from thirteen to twelve hours a day, and that if they did not receive a 

definite answer by one o’clock with respect to the advance, they should again turnout. At that hour 

they were informed that the directors had agreed to their requests, so that the work at those 

stations has not been impeded. (Railway Times, 26 March 1853) 

April 
Porters demand wage increase. Men at New Bailey Street, Salford, both L&YR and East Lancashire 

held a meeting at which a memorial was drawn up and a deputation of five or six appointed to 

present it to Captain Laws, the general manager for this district, at the L&YR offices at Victoria 

station on Thursday, 31st March 1853. It was respectfully worded, and stated that in consequence of 

the advance which had taken place in the price of provisions, they were wishful that the directors 

would consider the propriety of giving the porters in their employ an advance of wages. The 

deputation stated that they represented the porters of the East Lancashire Company as well as 

those of the L&YR. They had no idea of turning out, or putting themselves into the condition of a 

combination, but they were desirous of simply making the request on what they conceived to be 

reasonable grounds. Captain Laws assured the deputation that the matter should be brought under 

the consideration of the directors at as early an opportunity as possible. We understand that 

yesterday, Captain Laws, on behalf of the L&YR, and Mr Eborall, on behalf of the East Lancashire

Railway, proceeded to Liverpool to lay the memorial before the joint committee forming the 

directors of the two companies; and the result of their deliberations will probably be communicated 

to the men in the course of the ensuing week. We are informed that the large staff of porters in the 

employ of the L&YR company, at Oldham Road goods station, have not, as yet, made any formal 

demand for any advance, but should any increase be acceded to, it is expected that they will not be 

overlooked on account of their silence. (Manchester Examiner, 2 April 1853) 

On Saturday, 2nd April 1853, Captain Laws sent to them (the porters) an offer of ten per cent 

advance, which they wisely accepted. The porters at New Bailey Street station had solicited an 

increase of fifteen per cent, but knowing what had been accepted by the men at Oldham Road 

station, they prudently reduced their claims to ten per cent, which was agreed to, and satisfaction 

appears to be restored so far as they are concerned. (Manchester Examiner, 6 April 1853; Railway 

Times, 9 April 1853) 

The L&YR porters at Manchester had not asked for an advance of wages last week, but were waiting 

to see what success the other sections met with. Captain Laws sent and offered these men an 

advance of ten per cent which they accepted; and the others, being informed of it, relinquished their 

claim of fifteen per cent and accepted the ten per cent also. (Railway Times, 9 April 1853) 

Report of a meeting at Oldham on Saturday, 8th April 1853 regarding better rail facilities to the 

town. (Manchester Guardian, 13 April 1853) 

Report of the L&YR general manager. (Railway Times, 16 April 1853) 
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The East Lancashire Railway announce that Rishton station will be opened on Sunday, 1st May 1853 

for passengers and goods traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 16 April 1853) 

The L&YR, in addition to the advance of freights as between Liverpool and the districts about 

Manchester, now advance the freights as betwixt Leeds and the stations in the West Riding of 

Yorkshire to Liverpool, Manchester, and all other stations in the Lancashire district, and, in fact, 

what was done a few weeks ago is advance of freights between Liverpool and Manchester  is now 

being carried out to all stations both in L&Y, which will be the equivalent to an advance of about 

26% on the great bulk of goods on the L&YR and on some descriptions, of 35% or 40%. 

They have it also in contemplation to lessen the number of passenger trains and reduce the speeds, 

and for these purposes they have sent circulars to the adjacent companies, requesting their co-

operation and assistance; there can be little doubt that without interfering with the due 

accommodation of the public, a very material saving may be effected in the working expenses. 

(Herapath, 16 April 1853) 

The L&YR, in confirming the advance of freight, has stated that “in consequence of the advance which 

has recently taken place in the rate of wages given to the company’s servants, it is intended gradually to 

introduce some increase in the rates of carriage […] A reduction in the speed of some of the trains is to 

take place, but so far from any diminution in their number being contemplated, we are assured that it is 

more likely that they will be increased, as the summer traffic usually renders additional accommodation 

necessary”. (Manchester Examiner, 20 April 1853) 

L&YR statement of accounts. (Railway Times, 23 April 1853) 

Report of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway meeting. (Railway Times & Herapath, 23 

April 1853) 

We hear that Captain Laws has resigned office in the L&YR. (Herapath, 30 April 1853) 

May 
Man killed whilst climbing out of a cattle wagon excursion train. (Accident report, 20 May 1853) 

June 
A special meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Monday, 20th June 1853 to consider the 

draft of the bill now before Parliament to enable the East Lancashire Railway to extend their line 

from Clifton to Salford. Also to extend their railway to Southport and to Rainford and to enter into 

arrangements with the St Helens Canal and Railway Company. (Manchester Examiner, 22 June 1853; 

Herapath & Railway Times, 25 June 1853) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for additions to the goods warehouses at Hoghton and 

Bamber Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 25 June 1853) 

July 
The Institution of Civil Engineers discuss a plan for a high level railway along Liverpool docks for 

about four miles from the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways. (Herapath, 2 July 1853) 

The Manchester Town Council bill passed on Friday 8th July 1853 included powers for making the 

continuation of Corporation Street to Ducie Bridge and Cheetham Hill Road. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 July 1853)  

The L&YR and East Lancashire Railway Companies have entered an agreement whereby, as from 1st

July 1853 the railway between Salford and Clifton Junction and between Southport and Burscough 

come under joint ownership. The East Lancashire Railway Clifton and Salford Extension bill has been 

withdrawn. (Manchester Guardian, 16 July 1853) 
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Alteration of L&YR Western Division trains for August. All trains to and from Blackburn will stop at 

The Oaks in future. (Manchester Examiner, 30 July 1853) 

August 
Work on platforms and sidings at Rochdale station now completed. (L&YR Minutes, 3 August 1853) 

The East Lancashire Railway announce that, as from 1st August 1853 passengers can be booked on 

most trains leaving Salford for Pendleton and Clifton and all trains on Sundays. Also, from Clifton 

and Pendleton to either Oldfield Road or Salford by most trains and all trains on Sundays. Also, 

passengers from the East Lancashire Railway having Manchester tickets may alight at Oldfield Road 

station by any train. (Manchester Guardian, 3 August 1853) 

East Lancashire Railway directors report. (Railway Times, 13 August 1853) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 10th August 1853. 

Terms of the agreement for the joint railways with the L&YR were given. (Manchester Examiner, 

Herapath & Railway Times, 13 August 1853) 

The British Electric Telegraph Company are about to continue the telegraph wires from the L&YR at 

Burnley to the post office in the centre of the town and which will, henceforth, be a regular station 

for the transmission of telegraph messages to all parts of the kingdom. (Herapath, 20 August 1853) 

Notice of the proposed Rochdale and Manchester Railway, via Heywood and Middleton. A single line 

will run from near Rochdale post office following the valley of the Roche, then through the centre of 

Heywood, by Birch to Middleton, by Harpurhey, along the banks of the Irk to Smedley, and thence 

to the terminus in Manchester, at or near the proposed continuation of Corporation Street, near 

Ducie Bridge. (Manchester Examiner, 20 August 1853) 

September 
L&YR directors report. (Railway Times, 3 September 1853) 

The directors’ report for the L&YR meeting includes a reference that a short branch railway to 

Middleton was under consideration. (Manchester Guardian, 3 September 1853) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th September 1853. The resignation 

of Captain Laws was noted. (Manchester Examiner, Railway Times & Herapath, 10 September 1853) 

A new dodge, it appears, has been resorted to by the directors of the Yorkshire and Lancashire 

(sic), who are said to have actually issued tickets in which they attempt to make their passengers 

accomplices in their own slaughter, so as legally, we presume to convert murder into suicide:- “this 

ticket is issued by this company, and accepted by the holder, upon the express understanding and 

agreement, that the company are not to be in any way held responsible to the holder, or his representatives, 

for the consequences of any accident however caused, which may happen to the holder while travelling in 

any of the company’s vehicles, or being at any of the company’s stations. It must be exhibited at the 

company’s offices whenever required; and any person using it other than the person named herein will be 

liable to the same penalties as a passenger who does not pay his fare.” 

Railway directors have of late made a bold – shall we say an impudent – attempt to take the civil law 

into their own hands but not satisfied with this, they seem to imagine that they can play with the 

criminal law to the like preposterous effect. As for the “notice” just quoted, we really hesitate 

noting it in case in doing so we should be guilty of injustice to our prophetic mentor Punch in not 

appending his name to it as its true authority. After this, says the Manchester Examiner, “we shall 

expect to see in the Times an advertisement from the secretary of the L&YR, headed – ‘Important to 

Anatomists’, and pointing out the inappreciable advantage to anatomical professors, hospital 

surgeons, demonstrators, and others, of obtaining shares in that important surgical line which, by an 
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express and valuable treaty with its passengers, is able to supply, etc., etc.” (The Builder, 10 

September 1853) 

October 
As powers for the construction of the Liverpool Dock branch had expired in August last a bill to 

revive those powers will be submitted to the next session. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 24 

October 1853) 

On Saturday afternoon, 22nd October, 1853 a number of experiments were tried on the East 

Lancashire Railway, within a short distance of the Accrington station, for the purpose of testing the 

capability of the new railway break which has been invented and patented by Mr James Newall, 

carriage and wagon superintendent in the service of the East Lancashire Railway. The object sought 

to be effected by the inventor, was to render possible the speedy and simultaneous application of 

several breaks placed upon different carriages in a train, by either the guard or engine driver; and as 

far as could be seen from the result of the experiments on Saturday afternoon, he has perfectly 

succeeded in obtaining this object. As far as the blocks which act upon the four wheels of the break 

carriage, and the break axle, by which they are immediately set in motion, are concerned, Mr 

Newall’s break does not differ from that ordinary in use; it is in the application of the power to the 

lever which acts upon the break axle, that the novelty is introduced. In the common break this lever 

is depressed by means of a screw worked by the hand of the guard, or person, applying the break; 

and its depression not only requires the exertion of great muscular strength, but is a task not 

immediately accomplished.  

In Mr Newall’s break the lever is depressed by the mechanical force of a spring, and the only 

muscular exertion required on the part of the guard is to take off the break when it is desired that 

the train should be set in motion. At one end of the break carriage there is a hollow cylinder, four 

feet in length and four inches in diameter, which is fixed perpendicularly against the carriage. In this 

cylinder there is a spiral steel spring which acts upon a circular cross piece, which rises when the 

spring is compressed, and is driven downwards when the spring is allowed to expand.  

This cross piece is connected by rods with the long arm of the break lever; and its elevation or 

depression is, of course, followed by a similar movement in that part of the machinery. The cross 

piece is also connected with an upright rack which rises outside, and above the cylinder, and upon 

which is exerted the power by which the compression of the spring is effected. The rack is about 

three feet in length; and is worked upon by the pinion of a wheel, twenty four inches in diameter, to 

which is communicated by a handle working another pinion. When the machinery is not in action, 

that is when the spring working in the cylinder is allowed to expand, the cross piece is depressed, 

and, as this is followed by a similar depression of the long arm of the break lever, the breaks are 

applied. When it is desired that the break should be taken off, the break handle is turned, setting in 

motion the wheel and pinion which work upon the rack, elevating the cross piece, and at the same 

time raising the break lever, and compressing the spiral spring, which is thus ready at any moment 

when this compression is removed, again to apply the break. When the spring has been sufficiently 

compressed, a fall catch is applied to the first pinion, and by this means the compression is 

maintained. For the subsequent application of the break, it is only requisite that this catch should be 

raised, when the spiral spring will immediately act, and the break be applied.  

This is a description of the break on only a single carriage; but a principal point in Mr Newall’s 

invention is the establishing a connection between the breaks on several carriages in the same train 

by means of which they may all be simultaneously applied by the same hand. This he effects by means 

of shafting, which passes over the roofs of the carriages, occupying a very small space, and which is 

bolted to the centres of the wheels which act upon the racks of the different breaks. This shafting 

consists of two inch iron piping. In order to provide for the case of inequality of height in the 

carriages; and also to enable a train to pass safely round a curve, the connection between the 
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shafting of the different carriages is made by means of universal joints bored at right angles, two of 

these joints being used between each pair of carriages.  

It will be seen at once that, when such connection as this is established, all the breaks will be equally 

effected by the application of power to any one of them; and that, if only a single catch be put on to 

compress the springs in all the breaks in a train, the elevation of this catch will cause the 

instantaneous application of all the breaks connected as described. A motion of the break handle in 

any one carriage will also throw out a catch which may be applied in any other, and liberate and 

apply all the breaks. Two other arrangements in the connection of the breaks must not be omitted. 

As it occasionally happens that one or more carriages become disconnected from the train, it was 

necessary to provide against the fracture in such a case of the shafting which connects the breaks. 

This has been effected in a very simple manner, and at the same time, provision has been made for 

the instant application of the break of any carriage becoming so detached. A portion of the shafting 

on each carriage is fitted in a steel square welded at the end; and in this there works, longitudinally, 

a steel bar, five feet in length, which is connected with the shafting of the next carriage.  

When the train is lengthened, or shortened, by the starting, or stopping of the engine, this bar slides 

out of, or into, the piping, and thus accommodates the length of the shafting to the length of the 

train. If a shackle breaks, the carriage is drawn by the side chains, and this slide is still sufficiently long 

to be in the socket. If the side chain should break, the carriage, or carriages, are separated from the 

rest of the train, the slide draws out, and, as soon as it is out, the breaks, supposing them to be 

suspended, and to be  retained in suspension by a catch applied in one of the carriages from which 

they have separated, fall, and the motion of the carriage, or carriages, is stopped. Were the breaks 

fitted with only a single catch, it would be necessary that all the carriages should be turned in the 

same direction in order that the motion of all the breaks might be similar; and that the elevation of 

one might not cause the depression of another. As it might not always be easy to attain this 

similarity of position, Mr Newall has furnished his break with a double rack, only one side of which is 

acted upon at once; and has provided an eccentric movement by means of which the pinion can be 

made to act on either side of the rack. Therefore, if two break carriages are turned in two opposite 

directions, it is only necessary to cause their several pinions to act on different sides of the rack, and 

the motions of the breaks will be in perfect harmony.  

In the breaks which were used on Saturday afternoon, and which have been in use on the East 

Lancashire Railway for a period of about six weeks, the spiral springs exercised a pressure equal to a 

weight of fifty four pounds. When expanded, these springs are four feet six inches in length; and they 

can be compressed to a length of only fourteen inches. The long arms of the break levers upon 

which they acted were nine feet, and the short arms ten inches in length. The cylinders were four 

feet in length, and four inches in diameter. In the case of the breaks upon the carriages, the pinion 

acting upon the rack was turned by a single wheel, twenty four inches in diameter; in that of the 

break upon the guard’s van, this wheel was of greater dimensions and there was a second wheel 

introduced, in order to enable the motive power for the elevation of the break to be applied from a 

point below the top of the cylinder, and within the guard’s van. 

The experiments on Saturday afternoon were conducted with a special train, consisting of seven 

carriages and a break van, the weight of which, including the engine and tender, was about sixty tons; 

and the portion of the line on which the trials took place was the long incline on this side of the 

Accrington station. About forty gentlemen, most of them connected with railway affairs, were 

present to witness the experiment. They included James Newall, the patentee; from the East 

Lancashire Railway, Messrs C W Eborall, general manager, J S Perring, engineer, and S Lees, 

locomotive superintendent; the L&YR, Messrs J Hunt, locomotive superintendent, C Fay, carriage 

builder, and W Emmett, wagon builder; Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway, Messrs R 

Peacock, locomotive superintendent, and T Hargreaves, outdoor superintendent; Mr James Fenton, 

superintendent engineer at the Low Moor Ironworks; Mr John Gray, the Bowling Company’s 
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Ironworks, Bradford; Mr N Worsdell, carriage builder to the LNWR at Crewe; Mr Thompson, 

superintendent in the service of the same company, at Victoria station; Messrs Taylor and Osborne, 

contractors.  

The train left the New Bailey station at about two o’clock for Accrington. Among the eight 

carriages, of which it consisted, four were fitted with breaks. All these breaks were connected 

together; and they were also connected with a wheel and pinion upon the engine, by means of 

shafting, similar to that which passes over the roofs of the carriages. In stopping at Clifton and Bury 

the breaks were used, and the train was also stopped by them while going up the Helmshore incline. 

In all these cases they acted with efficiency, but the distances within which they stopped the train 

were not marked. They were also tried a short distance beyond Clifton. The signal for the 

application of the breaks was given by the explosion of fog signals, which had been placed upon the 

line. The breaks were applied by Mr Newall, from the guard’s van, and the train was brought to a 

standstill 120 yards from the point where the signals exploded. The train was not then going very 

rapidly; but the rails were wetted by some rain which was falling. The next trial took place upon the 

incline going down to Accrington, at a point where the gradient is 1 in 37. The signal for the 

application of the breaks was again given by the explosion of the fog signals. At the time of their 

explosion the train was descending the steep gradient at the rate of about 35 miles per hour, but, 

notwithstanding the momentous which it must thus have acquired, it was brought to a standstill at a 

point only 228 yards from that at which the fog signals had exploded.  

After some experiments, the object of which was to test the relative holding power of one, two, 

three, and four breaks (which demonstrated the great superiority of the greater number), another 

experiment was tried with the four breaks at a higher speed. The train descended the incline where 

the gradient is 1 in 38, at a speed for from 35 to 40 miles per hour, but was stopped at a distance of 

385 yards from the spot where the fog signals exploded. Some other experiments were tried on the 

incline, but without measuring the distance within which the train was stopped. In all cases the 

breaks acted speedily and effectually, and their application scarcely communicated any shock to the 

train. The last experiment was for the purpose of comparing the power of the four breaks on the 

train with that of the single break ordinarily used. A common break van was attached to the train, 

and as it was descending the incline the break of this van was put on. It seemed to have no effect 

upon the train, which it was evident must, unless other means were used to stop it, run through the 

Accrington station. The other four breaks were then applied, and the train was brought to a 

standstill some distance short of the platform. In all these experiments the break upon the tender of 

the engine was used in addition to those on the carriages. At the conclusion of the experiments, 

many of the gentlemen who had witnessed them expressed their opinion that the greatest 

superiority of this break over those in common use had been fully proved; and Mr James Fenton, 

who had assumed the principal direction of the experiments, expressed his conviction that it was the 

most efficient break yet invented, and that with it, it would be easy to stop an express train in 300 

yards. To afford some means of judging of the effect of the breaks in the experiments which we have 

mentioned, we may state that the speed at which trains ordinarily descend the incline at Accrington 

bank is only from 12 to 15 miles per hour. We are informed by a guard that the distance in which, 

upon a level the ordinary break will stop a train going at the rate of from 30 to 40 miles per hour, is 

from 400 to 500 yards.  

In one respect, the breaks did not, on Saturday, effect all that was promised of them. In the 

application of the common break, the guards nearly always put them on so tightly that the wheels 

slide. The result of this is to wear flat spaces on the tyres of the wheels, which afterwards beat upon 

the rails, and cause damage to them. To remedy this evil, Mr Newall proposes that the blocks should 

be applied to the wheels with such a degree of tightness only as shall allow the wheels slightly to 

revolve. The most perfect action on the part of this breaks, would be that the expansion of the 

spiral spring should put on the blocks to exactly this point. On Saturday they did not quite do so; 

and a further pressure had to be obtained by turning the handle of the break in the ordinary manner. 
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To remedy this defect (if defect it be, for some gentlemen seemed to think that it was not desirable 

that the spring should force the blocks to the extreme point, lest it might occasion a sudden shock 

to the train) will be a very easy matter. It will only be necessary that the spiral spring should be 

made a little more powerful, or that a weight should be attached to the end of the break lever. And 

here we may mention that it is possible to dispense with the spring altogether; and to substitute for 

it a weight on the long arm of this lever. 

The result of these experiments proved that four breaks could be simultaneously and 

instantaneously applied with good effect, by a single hand; and the principal question remaining for 

decision (and which experience can alone decide) is whether, or not, the machinery of the breaks 

will sustain the wear and tear of continuous travelling. For a period of six weeks the East Lancashire 

Railway has been running four carriages (the same that were used on Saturday) fitted with these 

breaks. During that time they have made about 2,400 stoppages; and as yet they have not required 

to be repaired.  

They have prevented at least one serious accident. On the first of October 1853, one of the railway 

servants had left open some facing points leading to a siding near Accrington, which was at the time 

filled with waggons. As the train, consisting of five carriages, three of which were fitted with Mr 

Newall’s breaks, was approaching the station the engine driver, when within twenty yards of these 

points observed that they were open. He signalled to the guard who applied the breaks (sic), and the 

train glided I to the siding so slowly as to occasion no shock which was perceptible to the 

passengers. In practise, the breaks have always hitherto been managed from the guard’s van; but it 

would be very easy, by continuing the shafting to the engine, to give to the engine driver as well as 

the guard, a control over them, in order that in cases of urgency he may meet the danger without 

having to communicate with the guard. In the case of a very long train, such as the excursion trains 

common during summer time, it may be undesirable to carry the shafting continuously along the 

whole length of the train; but in that case it will be easy to have two or more breaks, six or eight in 

number, each under the control of a guard, and not connected with each other. This will be a great 

improvement upon the present system, in which we have only two or three breaks in a long train, 

each of which requires a man to work it. It is not necessary that every carriage in a train should have 

a break, but in every train there should be a sufficient number of break carriages under the control 

of one guard to enable him to stop it in a short distance. The carriages not fitted with breaks require 

only a simple connection to be carried over their tops. (Manchester Guardian, 26 October 1853) 

November 
In a report of an accident at Victoria station it was stated that the method of dealing with arriving 

trains from the east was the same as in earlier days. That is, the engine is detached on the incline 

and then the train and passengers is allowed to run down into the platform. (Manchester Guardian, 

2 November 1853) 

Letter complaining about the state of Mill Brow which “in its present state, and especially in wet 

weather, is exceedingly inconvenient and annoying […]. Again, should you be going to the station, you 

descend the brow as gently as possible, arrive at the wooden bridge, and are preparing to ascend the inclined 

plane before you, when, ten to one, down rushes a multitude, which an arrival train has just disgorged, and 

which, like a flood, carries all before it[…]. I do with all respect (suggest) a viaduct might be built from the 

station to Todd Street, both being nearly on the same level […]. I would also suggest, that the portion at the 

top part of the central station be appropriated to what I suppose it was originally intended, viz. a clock.” 

(Manchester Examiner, 2 November 1853) 

Report of the proposed new burial ground at Peel Lane, Cheetham. It was stated that two portions 

of the Walkers Croft ground were purchased by the Manchester and Leeds Railway, first for the 

railway and second for extensions. The total amount paid was £12,000. (Manchester Guardian, 5 

November 1853) 
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Report of the Newall break experiments. (Herapath & Railway Times, 12 November 1853) 

The second trial trip on the East Lancashire Railway, on Monday, 7th November 1853 for testing the 

efficiency of Newall’s break, was more systematically conducted than the former, and its results have 

been ascertained with greater accuracy. The gentlemen invited to take part in the experiments were 

of unquestioned practical knowledge, including Mr William Fairbairn, of Manchester; Mr Trevithick, 

locomotive engineer of the LNWR at Crewe; Mr Hurst, locomotive engineer on the L&YR line; Mr 

Cawkwell, manager of the L&YR; Mr Worthington, engineer of the Lancaster and Carlisle Railway; 

Mr Eborall, manager, Mr Perring, engineer, Mr Lees, locomotive superintendent, Mr Broughton, 

goods manager, and Mr Smithells, secretary of the East Lancashire Railway; Mr Newall, the patentee. 

A much longer train was used than on the previous occasion, consisting of ten carriages, besides the 

locomotive and tender, eight of which had breaks attached. The length of the train, 80 yards; weight, 

88 tons, exclusive of passengers. Order of carriages attached to the engine and tender; van with 

break; two, second class carriage with break; three, composite carriage with break; four, composite 

carriage with break; five, second class carriage with break; six, first class carriage without break; 

seven, second class carriage without break; eight and nine, composite carriages with break; ten, van 

with break. 

Of the nature of the apparatus it is only necessary to repeat that a shafting, with connecting rods, 

stretches along over the top of the entire train; from the elbow of the engine driver to the hand of 

the guard behind (with flexible joints and sockets, to accommodate curves, expansions or 

contractions of the train); and that it is in the power of either of these, or of any one servant on the 

train, whoever may have the greatest presence of mind on the alarm of danger, to apply the whole 

of the breaks in a moment. 

First experiment; on a slight curve, on a down gradient of 1 in 532, at Within’s Lane, between 

Radcliffe and Bury, the speed attained when the fog signal for putting on the breaks exploded being 

38 miles per hour. The train was brought to a complete stand in 218 yards. Rails slippery owing to 

fog 

Second experiment; on a level at the station at Bury. Speed 40 miles per hour. Train brought up in 

100 yards. In other words, the train ran only 14 yards beyond its own length after the signal was 

given to put on the breaks. 

Third experiment; on a descending gradient of 1 in 38 down the first part of the Accrington bank, 

twenty one miles north of Manchester. Speed 40 miles per hour. Train pulled up in 450 yards. 

Fourth experiment; on the lower portion of Accrington bank, with a descending gradient of 1 in 40. 

Speed 48 miles per hour. Train brought up in 371 yards. This experiment was regarded as highly 

satisfactory. The rails were rather slippery, and the weight of the engine was unfavourable to the 

experiment, the locomotive being a ponderous one, made for goods trains, and not having breakage 

power to the tender sufficient to stop itself on such an incline. A fact showing how much the engine 

had dragged the train after the patent breaks had exerted force enough to have stopped it, was seen 

in the draw-bars of most of the foremost carriages being drawn out from ten inches. It was a matter 

of surprise to some of the old servants accustomed to work trains down this bank that a train at 

such a speed could be stopped by any possible means. 

Fifth experiment; on the straight and level run at the Blackburn station. Speed, 48 miles per hour, 

rails dry. Train stopped in 172 yards. 

To witness the last and following experiment the company had alighted and stood on the station 

platform. The train was taken a few miles back each time, towards Accrington, in order that a very 

high speed might be attained. A fog signal on the rails, at the middle of the station, was the notice to 

apply the brakes. 
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Sixth experiment. Speed 40 miles per hour. Stopped in 138 yards or about fourteen seconds of time. 

Seventh experiment; Speed 56 miles per hour. Stopped in 138 yards. (The actual distance run by this 

train was 328 yards, but as the last 128 yards was on a decline of 1 in 110, the 18 yards were 

deducted for the sake of comparison with the two previous experiments to allow for extra 

gravitation) 

Eight experiment; for this experiment two of the patent break carriages were taken off, and the two 

other carriages were substituted with the old, or ordinary breaks. The train then came into the 

station at a speed of 42 miles per hour. There were two guards, and each applying a break, and the 

driver applying the break to the tender, the stoppage of the train was entrusted to these three. The 

train went a distance of 663 yards before a stoppage could be effected. Allowing 43 yards for the 

disadvantage of the slight incline over the last 463 yards, the distance was agreed to be taken at 620 

yards. By a calculation made on the spot, it was held that comparing the speed of this train with the 

previous one. It ought to have been stopped in 180 yards instead of 683. In other words, the balance 

in favour of the new break train, as compared with a train having ordinary breaks, was the difference 

between 180 and 620 yards. 

Ninth experiment; this was the last trial made, and it was agreed to try the train with one ordinary 

break in addition to the engine drivers break. Speed 40 miles per hour. Stopped in 861 yards, or 

allowing 61 yards for extra gravitation after reaching the incline, the distance was taken at 800 yards. 

Taking this last experiment in comparison with the sixth, we have two trains at equal speed (40 

miles per hour), and the one is brought to a stand by a single person with the new apparatus in 138 

yards, whilst the other, running 800 yards before it is stopped by the exertion of two persons, the 

guard and driver. The scientific and practical men present, without exception, expressed themselves 

highly gratified with the results.  

Mr Fairbairn said, without pledging himself, after an inspection such as had now been afforded, to an 

approval of every detail of the invention, he would say that so far as he could see it was a very 

successful one, and he thought it was likely to lead to a change that was important not to this 

company alone, but to the locomotion of the whole kingdom. It had one important feature; that it 

could throw the whole weight of compression by the breaks on every carriage and every wheel of 

the train at once. He did not know if any slight change might be necessary to prevent the breaking of 

axles, or torsion (because a good deal of careful observation was necessary to determine that); but 

he looked upon the experiment on the Accrington bank, where a train was brought up on a 

descending incline of 1 in 40, in such a very short distance, as an extra-ordinary result. He believed, 

with the ordinary breaks, that a train could not have been materially arrested, and must have run 

through the station (a mile below) at a speed of 35 miles per hour. He believed it was an 

improvement worthy of every attention not only of this company, but of every other railway 

company in the kingdom. The experiments at Blackburn were equally satisfactory, for it was of great 

importance that they had now an instrument by which they could bring a train to a state of rest at 

the entrance of a station, from a speed of 40 or 50 miles per hour, in 300 yards, or in two to two 

and a half times less than by the present means. He believed it would be an instrument of great 

economy, because, to say nothing of preventing loss of life and limb, it would save the destruction of 

much property, which always took place when there was a collision. 

Mr Trevithick spoke very highly of the invention, observing that he had never seen a train brought 

up in less than double the distance he had today, or even in that. 

It was stated that a train with the new apparatus had been on this line from 15th September 1853, 

travelling a total of 5,874 miles, and making 2,856 stoppages, without the machinery once getting 

deranged or requiring repair, and that the wheels of the carriages in the time were little worn, whilst 

those with the ordinary breaks would have been worn flat in places to the extent requiring 7/8ths of 

an inch turning off by the lathe, in diameter, to bring them round or into shape again. The power of 
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the breaks has been known on level line to bring the train to a stand in spite of the tractile power of 

the engine with full steam on. Another advantage observed was, that the new apparatus gives perfect 

communication between the guard and the driver, as the break need only be applied in a modified 

degree to attract the notice of either; or; if this were not enough, a bell attached would render the 

communication more complete. It has been suggested that as there are periodical meetings of all 

great railway authorities in London, their attention should be called to the new  agent, and that the 

train might be sent up the London North Western line to enable them to test it. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 November 1853) 

Newton Heath station was opened on and from Thursday, 1st December 1853. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 December 1853) 

Report of a trial of Newall’s break on the LNWR between London and Watford, which, owing to 

the rails being covered with snow, was not as effective as under ordinary conditions. (Manchester 

Examiner & Herapath, 17 December 1853) 

December 
The lines of the British Electric Telegraph Company are already 600 miles and upwards in length, 

passing east and west from Liverpool to Goole, through every manufacturing town of importance in 

L&Y and thence northwards. (The Builder, 17 December 1853) 

Experiments have been tried on the East Lancashire line with Newall’s railway break, with two trains 

at equal speed (40 miles per hour); one was brought to a stand by a single person with the new 

apparatus in 188 yards, while the other, with the old break, ran 800 yards before it was stopped by 

the exertion of two persons, the guard and the driver. The new break, it is said, can throw the 

whole weight of compression by the breaks on every carriage and every wheel of the train at once. 

(The Builder, 19 November 1853) 

A traffic agreement has been made between the L&YR and the Leeds, Halifax and Bradford Junction 

Railway by which on the opening of the direct line from Bowling to Leeds at the commencement of 

the year the L&YR will throw all their through traffic to and from Leeds upon it. (Herapath, 24 

December 1853) 

On Sunday morning, 25th December 1853 between five and six o’clock a luggage train from Bolton 

to Manchester was run into, at Clifton Junction, by an East Lancashire Railway luggage train from 

Bury to Manchester. The L&YR luggage train had been properly signalled by a semaphore at the 

junction and was passing at a slow rate. The East Lancashire train was going at considerable speed, 

the driver is supposed to have been unable to check his train in time. The East Lancashire train went 

through the other, about ten vehicles from the front, and smashed five or six waggons to pieces 

[…]. The East Lancashire train went on to Salford after the accident having sustained little or no 

damage. (Railway Times, 31 December 1853) 

Report of an accident at Newton Heath station on Thursday, 29th December 1853, There is an 

uncovered platform on either side of the railway; and there is a small box, or shed, (on the platform) 

for the person in charge of the station. A signal post, furnished with a lantern and other apparatus, is 

erected on the line towards Manchester, and is at a distance of between 300 and 400 yards from the 

station, but the signals can be worked with entire facility from the distance by means of a wire 

communication and a lever handle situated close to the shed in which the person, who takes care of 

the station, has to wait. (Manchester Examiner, 31 December 1853) 

After an accident at Newton Heath station on Thursday, 29th December 1853 the station master, Mr 

Whitaker, says he turned on the danger signal as soon as he saw the first train. The driver of the 

second train says it was not turned on when he passed the signal. It is possible that both may be 

right. The signals are about 400 yards from the station nearer Manchester and are worked by a lever 
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and wire at the station. The morning being misty the station master would not see the first train 

until it was fifteen or twenty yards from the station; supposing the second train was travelling faster 

than normal its engine might have passed, or be passing, the signal post when the danger signal was 

turned on. (Railway Times, 31 December 1853) 
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1854 
January 

At the inquest held on Saturday, 31st December 1853 following the fatal accident at Newton Heath 

station on Thursday, 29th December 1853 the station clerk stated that the train for Rochdale had 

stopped in the station when the Oldham express came up on the same line, this train “does not stop 

between Manchester and Oldham, except at the foot of the ‘bank’ where the rope is attached […]. When I 

heard it coming (the Rochdale train), I put on the stopping, or danger, signal; its object is to warn the driver 

of any following train not to pass the post. I think the signal is 400 yards from the station, or more; it is of 

iron, and has two branches, or arms, (a disc signal?); there is a light at the top at night, but not at other 

times.” (Manchester Guardian, 4 January1854) 

In a report of a collision near Littleborough on Wednesday, 4th January 1854 involving a passenger 

train from Yorkshire it was stated that the train would be divided at Manchester with a portion 

going on to Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 7 January1854) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Herapath, 7 January1854) 

[…] On the 29th ultimo, a passenger train […] left Manchester at 9.45am for Rochdale; a second 

passenger train […] left about ten minutes afterwards for Oldham […] whilst the former was in the 

act of stopping at Newton Heath, the latter ran into it with great violence, killing a little girl, and 

severely injuring the guard and about ten passengers…It is not possible to ascertain the exact interval 

between the departure of the trains from Manchester on account of the culpable negligence of the 

company’s servants, in not consulting their clocks. The station master at Manchester observed that the 

Rochdale train started exactly at 9.45am […] and he allowed the Oldham express to follow it, at an 

interval which he considered to be more than ten minutes; but he did not take the trouble to look at the 

clock; and he states that it is his custom to start trains one after another, without ascertaining from the 

clock that there is the proper interval between them[…]. The clerk in charge at Newton Heath states 

that he set the distant signal at “danger” as soon as he heard the Rochdale train approaching, and 

when it was 150 yards from his station; but the driver and fireman of the Oldham train both assert that 

they saw this signal at “all right” as they passed it. It is possible that the Oldham train may have 

passed the signal before it was thus set at “danger” by the clerk in charge. (BoT Accident Report, 10 

January1854) 

Manchester City Council Improvement Committee recommends the council to give the necessary 

authority and instructions to purchase the properties requisite to carry out improvements (Hyde’s 

Cross to Ducie Bridge), and having regard to the importance and future requirements of the 

districts which the new street is intended to accommodate, your committee recommend that such 

street be formed for the entire length thereof, of which the width of twenty yards. (Manchester 

Examiner, 14 January1854) 

The Electric Telegraph Company have recently erected an illuminated clock over the entrance to 

their Manchester offices, fronting Ducie Street, and near the principal entrance of the Exchange. The 

company have now completed arrangements by which they will be enabled to transmit the correct 

Greenwich time to the principal towns in the kingdom, and the experiment is now in operation in 

Manchester and Liverpool. (The Builder, 14 January1854) 

February 
The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for 200 waggons, 6 horse boxes, 11 first class carriages, 20 

second class carriages. (Manchester Examiner, 4 February1854) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 22nd February 1854. 

It was station that the company had introduced a bill to legalize the arrangements with the L&YR for 
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the joint ownership of the Salford to Clifton and Southport to Burscough railways from 1st July 1853. 

It was also stated that the East Lancashire Railway and the L&YR had become more intimate as the 

years pass and because of this a joint management of the affairs of the two companies had become 

to some extent a matter of necessity. The two boards had arrived at the conclusion to recommend 

to their proprietors an amalgamation on perfectly equal terms and are now considering the details 

of such an arrangement. (Manchester Guardian, 25 February1854; Herapath, 18 March 1854) 

March 
The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 1st March 1854. (Herapath, 4 March 

1854; Manchester Guardian, 8 March 1854) 

Report of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway meeting. (Herapath, 11 March 1854) 

The new warehouse at Salford let to Farrell and Griffiths for £23,060. (L&YR Minutes, 14 March 

1854) 

East Lancashire Railway carriage stock to 31st December 1853; twenty seven 1st class, forty one 2nd

class, sixty two 3rd class, sixteen composite carriages, six coupe. (Herapath, 18 March 1854) 

April 
The station master at Victoria station, Mr Thomas Reid, was killed on Saturday, 1st April 1854 in 

attempting to prevent a man from riding on the outside of a moving train. (Manchester Examiner, 5 

April 1854) 

The L&YR invite tenders for working the two new refreshment rooms at Wakefield station. 

(Manchester Examiner, 8 April 1854) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Herapath, 8 April 1854) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Salford station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 April 1854) 

The LNWR invite tenders for the branch railway from Greenfield to Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 

22 April 1854) 

May 
An extra-ordinary meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Monday, 1st May 1854 to 

consider the bill for vesting in the East Lancashire Railway, jointly with the L&YR, the Salford to 

Clifton and the Southport to Burscough railways. Also to consider the L&YR Bill for a railway from 

Kirkdale to Liverpool Docks. (Manchester Guardian, 3 May 1854) 

The men in the employ of the L&YR and East Lancashire companies, at Salford goods station, have 

demanded an increase of wages and struck work. Yesterday, Friday, 5th May 1854, the demand was 

not acceded to. Twelve months ago, a strike for wages was threatened, and the matter was arranged 

by an advance of ten per cent being given to the permanent hands, who signed an agreement not to 

leave the service of the companies without a fortnights notice; the same notice to be given to the 

men before they could be discharged. The first intimation of the dissatisfaction was on Saturday last, 

29th April1854 when several men, on behalf of the others, gave the superintendent to understand 

that they should demand the following scale of payment; ordinary porters, permanent and 

temporary, 22/- per week; checkers, 25/- per week; loading porters and scalemen, 24/- per week; 

shunt horse drivers, after two years’ service, 18/- per week. The class last named are principally 

youths and young men.  

The men asked for an interview with the managers of the two companies. It was arranged that Mr 

Cawkwell, the L&YR goods manager, and Mr C Eborall, of the East Lancashire, should meet five 
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delegates appointed by the men on Tuesday. The interview took place at the Salford station; and 

after the men had made their statement, the managers undertook to lay the matter before a meeting 

of the joint directors on Thursday. This was accordingly done, and the directors instructed the 

managers to inform the delegates that they could not accede to the demands made for a general 

advance of all the men, whether deserving or not; but they were quite prepared to receive a 

recommendation for the advance of any of them individually whose duties and conduct were 

deserving it. At twelve o’clock yesterday, the representatives of the two companies, on-going to the 

station, found that the whole of the men had struck work.  

After explaining to the delegates the decision of the directors, and expressing their willingness to 

receive meritorious individual applications for an advance, the delegates, who themselves appeared 

satisfied with what they had heard, proceeded to communicate with the men, who were assembled 

in one of the arches. They, however, speedily returned, and stated that the men had come to a 

unanimous decision not to return to work, unless the directors conceded every point of their 

demand. We understand that this would be equivalent to an advance for nearly one hundred men, of 

4/- per week, and to nearly all the remainder of from 2/- to 3/- per week. The porters, who 

demanded 22/- per week all round, are at present paid upon an advancing scale of 18/-, 20/-, and 22/- 

per week. The sudden stopping is creating considerable inconvenience. (Manchester Examiner, 6 

May 1854) 

The extra-ordinary meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 3rd May 1854 to consider three 

bills; the Middleton branch railway; the Liverpool Docks railway; and the East Lancashire and L&YR

joint railway. (Manchester Guardian, 6 May 1854) 

[…] the Middleton branch railway, which was merely the renewal of an old line, the cost of which 

had formerly been estimated at £50,000, but upon a re-survey, and certain alterations, the estimate 

had now been reduced to £25,000. (Manchester Examiner, 6 May 1854) 

On Friday evening, 5th May 1854 the men on strike at Salford appear to have some misgivings as to 

the wisdom of their proceedings and the delegates were deputed to inform the managers that the 

men would resume work provided that no porters should receive less than 20/- per week. They 

were told that the directors would suffer some inconvenience rather than submit to any 

unreasonable demand. As a disposition to relax their demands was evident on the part of the men 

the matter was met by the managers giving some conditional advance, and all hands resumed work 

on Saturday morning. (Manchester Examiner, 10 May 1854) 

At a meeting held at the Overseers Offices regarding the parish Burial Ground question, it was 

stated that the L&YR had offered every facility for conveying coffins and mourners by special trains. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 May 1854) 

Salford Joint Railway Station, 19th May 1854; the conduct of the carters in the employ of the L&YR

and East Lancashire Railway Companies, Salford station, during the recent turnout of porters, has 

been such as to give the highest satisfaction to the managers and directors of those companies, in 

consideration whereof they have ordered (to make the rate of the carters’ wages uniform) that nine 

of the be advanced from 20/- to 22/- per week, and that in payment of their ordinary wages, on 

Friday, the 19th instant a gratuity be given to those not advanced, of 5/- each; accordingly yesterday 

nine of them received the advance of two shillings per week, and forty two a gratuity of five shillings 

each, with which the whole appeared highly gratified. (Manchester Examiner, 20 May 1854) 

June 
The L&YR invite tenders for the Liverpool Docks branch railway. (Manchester Guardian, 3 June 

1854; Herapath, 10 June 1854) 
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An extra-ordinary meeting of the L&YR was held on Monday, 5th June 1854. (Manchester Examiner, 

7 June 1854) 

Long lists of Whitsun holiday excursion trains on the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways. 

(Manchester Examiner, 10 June 1854) 

Report of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway meeting together with problems with the 

L&YR. (Herapath, 17 June 1854) 

The tender, £41,000, of G Thomson for the Liverpool Dock branch accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 28 June 

1854) 

July 
L&YR summer arrangements; Manchester to Southport, on and from Saturday, 1st July 1854 and until 

the new Southport line is open, the trains will leave Victoria station as follows; stopping at Oldfield 

Road and Pendleton, 1, 2, & 3 class, 8.50am; 1 & 2 10.50am; 1, 2, & 3, 1.20pm; 1 & 2 3.30pm; 1, 2, 

& 3, 5.40pm. Passengers may book through by this route without change of carriage or shifting of 

luggage. (Manchester Examiner, 1 July 1854) 

It is expected that that part of the Manchester and Southport Railway between Wigan and 

Southport will be opened about the middle of August. The masonry is nearly all completed, and 

most of the permanent way laid; and the principal thing which now remains to be done is the 

construction of an iron girder bridge, near Gathurst Bridge, Shevington. We understand that it is in 

contemplation to erect a new station at Wigan. (Manchester Examiner, 12 July 1854) 

The L&YR give notice of the opening of the Halifax, Bradford and Leeds Junction line for passenger 

traffic on Tuesday, 1st August 1854. L&YR trains now running between Leeds, Dewsbury and Mirfield 

will be withdrawn on that date. (Manchester Examiner, 29 July 1854) 

August 
On Monday night, 31st July 1854 a little after six o’clock an excursion train, consisting of twenty 

carriages, belonging to the L&YR, left Exchange station on its return to Manchester. On it arrival at 

Sandhills Bridge the train was compelled to stop whilst a luggage train was being shunted from the 

main line on to a siding. Whilst the train was thus at a stand, the East Lancashire Railway 

Parliamentary train, from Liverpool to Preston and Blackburn, consisting of fourteen carriages, which 

left just after the Manchester train, came up at a brisk pace, and ran violently into it, knocking the 

passengers from their seats. It was fortunate that the driver of the East Lancashire train, seeing the 

excursion train on the line, had time to put the break on, and check the speed of the train. Some of 

the injured passengers were conveyed back to Liverpool. None of the carriages were injured to any 

serious extent, and the trains, after being delayed for about half an hour, proceeded on their 

journey. (Manchester Examiner, 2 August 1854) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 16th August 1854 

and was followed by an extra-ordinary meeting to consider the propriety of amalgamation with the 

L&YR. The board felt that the L&YR had been in breach of one of the clauses previously agreed 

between the two companies, viz. That neither company shall enter into any agreement for working, 

leasing, or purchasing any existing line, or canal, without the sanction of the other company, pending 

the legal ratification of the Amalgamation Bill, when it made an offer to purchase the Liverpool, 

Crosby and Southport Railway upon terms which the East Lancashire Railway considered extravagant, 

therefore, the directors recommended the adjournment of the meeting to 25th September 1854. There 

followed a detailed report of the events from the beginning of July when the L&YR intimated to the 

East Lancashire Railway that they wished to purchase the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 August 1854; Herapath, 26 August 1854) 
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East Lancashire Railway carriage stock to 30th June 1854; twenty seven 1st class, fifty one 2nd class, 

sixty two 3rd class, sixteen composite carriages, six coupe. (Herapath, 26 August 1854) 

The East Lancashire Railway meeting report includes expense for telegraph, £1,568 June 2d. 

(Herapath, 26 August 1854) 

The directors of the L&YR have subscribed £100 towards the formation of libraries in connection 

with several of their stations in this locality. £20 is appropriated in aid of a small library already 

existing at the joint goods station of the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways in Irwell Street, Salford. 

The East Lancashire directors have also made some donation in favour of it, and an office is devoted 

to the purpose of a reading room. The improved library is expected to be in full operation in about 

a fortnight. A tea party was held on Monday night last, 14th August 1854 in the schoolroom of the 

New Jerusalem Temple, Irwell Street, at which about 250 of the L&YR and East Lancashire 

Company’s staff at Salford station were present. Mr Cawkwell, manager of the goods traffic, 

presided, and an agreeable evening was spent. Portions of the above grant of £100 are also to be 

appropriated in aid of libraries at the Oldham Road and Hunts Bank station. (Manchester Examiner, 

19 August 1854) 

Report of the L&YR to be presented at the meeting to be held on Wednesday, 6th September 1854. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 August 1854) 

The meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Monday, 28 August 1854. It was devoted mainly 

in mourning over the present condition of the line; the improper treatment their property had 

received at the hands of the L&YR company; and in expressing hopes that “ultimately” the railway 

would so improve that the proprietors would be able to get a little interest for the money laid out. 

(Manchester Examiner, 30 August 1854) 

September 
The Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians resolved, to purchase land of over 45 acres at 

Crumpsall for the purpose of building a workhouse, at a meeting held on Thursday, 7th September 

1854. (Manchester Guardian, 9 September 1854) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 6th September 1854. (Manchester 

Guardian & Herapath, 9 September 1854) 

A circular issued by the East Lancashire Railway stated that the directors had met the L&YR and 

found “that the views of that board differ so materially from those of the East Lancashire Railway directors, 

as to the object and effect of the fifth clause of the agreement, that the negotiation for an amalgamation of 

the two companies are now at an end”. Consequently the East Lancashire Railway meeting of 25th

September 1854 has been cancelled. (Manchester Guardian, 23 September 1854) 

Report of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway meeting. (Herapath, 30 September 1854) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for additions and alterations to the passenger station, the 

extension of the platforms and the erection of an additional goods warehouse at Rose Grove. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 September 1854) 

October 
Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Herapath, 21 October 1854) 

November 
Progress on the new Liverpool Docks branch railway has been rapid. All the arches on the main line 

are finished, and the spandrels levelled up to the height of the extrados of the arches. The 

embankment from the canal up to Sandhills Lane is also completed, and nearly ready for the rails. 
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The goods yard, between Blackstone Street and Walter Street, bounded on the east by Great 

Howard Street, and on the west by Regent Road, is being laid out, and the quay walls built, so that 

one hundred railway waggons can be placed around it and simultaneously loaded. Over this a shed is 

to be erected, covering an area of nearly eight thousand yards, chiefly, we understand, for the 

protection of cotton. Seventy turntables are in course of construction, and numerous other 

appliances are arranged, which, when finished, will contribute to form the best depot for receiving 

and despatching goods in the kingdom. In little more than four months, upwards of ten millions of 

bricks have been used on the work, and 120,000 cubic feet of ashlar, from various quarries in 

Yorkshire and Lancashire; to unite which in a solid mass 10,000 tons of prepared mortar have been 

required. The number of men employed to execute the work has averaged about 900. The new line, 

when completed, will run directly to Stanley Dock, Nelson Dock, Wellington Dock and Sandon 

Dock. (from Liverpool Times) (Manchester Guardian, 18 November 1854; The Builder, 25 

November 1854) 

December 
The new engine shed on the Liverpool Dock branch railway let to Mr George Thomson, estimate 

£5,625. (L&YR Minutes, 6 December 1854) 

Report of an experimental trial, on Tuesday, 5th December 1854, between Manchester Victoria 

station and Stalybridge to demonstrate a method of communication between the guard and the 

driver in the form of a continuous pipe through which the guard blew his whistle. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 December 1854) […] being the invention of Messrs D Chalmers & Co. 12 Corporation 

Street, Manchester. (Manchester Examiner, 6 December 1854) 

The additional bridge and widening at the east end of Victoria station, Manchester, let to Mr Robert 

Neill for £3,365, for completion by 30th June 1855. (L&YR Minutes, 20 December 1854) 

Inspection of the Wigan to Southport railway. Requirements;  

Junction box near Wigan to be completed and main junction signals to be added. 

Main junction signals to be added at the junction near Southport. 

Signals to be added at ten public road level crossings.  

Signals to be fixed in each direction from the sand-hill siding near Southport. 

Means to be supplied for keeping the points locked at Appley Bridge station where a coal siding joins 

the main line. The key of these points to be placed under the charge of the station master. (Inspection 

report, 22 December 1854) 

One of the multitude of inventions long since suggested for the communication between guards and 

drivers has at length been tried on the L&YR. It simply consists of a jointed gutta-percha tube, with 

whistle and mouthpiece, and is certainly not new, though seemingly regarded as such, and patented. 

The guard can thus, of course, as by many other ways, instruct the driver to stop, go slow, etc. The 

safety of trains would be thus so far secured; but till some practical means of enabling passengers to 

communicate with guards, and vice versa, be added to the means, already so abundantly suggested 

for enabling the guard to communicate with the driver, no system of train signals will ever be 

satisfactory. (The Builder, 23 December 1854) 
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1855 
January 

Celebrations, on the completion of a goods warehouse at Salford goods station, took place on the 

evening of Monday, 1st January 1855. The warehouse of five storeys, is 270 feet long by 87 feet wide. 

The contractors, Messrs Farrell & Griffiths, provided a concert and ball in one of the large floors of 

the building. (Manchester Guardian, 3 January1855) 

On Monday before last, a large new general goods warehouse, recently erected for the L&YR

Company, in Ordsall Lane, Salford, by Messrs Farrell & Company, contractors, was the scene of 

festivities in celebration of its completion. The warehouse is 270 feet long, 87 feet wide and five 

stories high. Nearly 2,000 persons consisting of the workmen of the contractor, and the railway 

company’s servants, of all classes, within the district of Manchester, with their wives, families, and 

friends, were treated by the contractors, in conjunction with the principal officers of the company, 

to a concert and ball on New Year’s-day, in one of the large floors of the warehouse. (The Builder, 

13January1855) 

 Report of plans by the L&YR and the LNWR to enlarge Preston station. (Herapath, 13 January1855) 

The North Docks goods yard encloses an area of twenty four acres and is intersected by rails 

connected with the Sandhills branch of the L&YR and East Lancashire Railway. This branch passes 

over the town streets by means of massive iron bridges, of an average height of twenty two feet. 

The bridges cross the streets at a considerable angle, necessitating the use of giant girders, of an 

average length of 100 feet, and about thirty tons each. In the goods yard two classes of railways are 

to be found, one on the low level principle, for the conveyance of general merchandise to and from 

the dock quays, with which direct communication will be obtained; and the other on the high level 

principle, to communicate with the east end of the Wellington and Bramley Moore docks, and to be 

used for the coal export trade. Entering the goods yard by one of the two gateways in Great 

Howard Street, the first object which attracts the eye is a large cotton shed, covering an area of 

about 8,000 yards. The roof is of similar construction to those in dock yards, being closely boarded 

and covered with Welsh slates. It is open on the east side facing Regent Street, and is supported on 

massive cast iron columns. In front of the shed, and running the whole length of 570 feet from 

Walter Street (by the side of the Albert Dock warehouses) to Blackstone Street, and there forming 

a junction with the incline from the branch line, are eleven sets of rails, at right angles with which, at 

convenient distances from each other, are five bays, or lines of railway sunk to sufficient depth to 

bring the bodies of the trucks on a level with the ground, the whole affording facilities for loading a 

hundred waggons simultaneously. There are seventy two turntables already in working order, and 

the paving in that portion of the yard has been completed. From the south end of the shed direct 

access will be obtained with the Nelson Dock quay by means of four lines of rails, which will enable 

the company to load, or discharge, general merchandise at the ship’s sides. Where the rails cross 

Water Street, Boundary Street and Blackstone Street on the level, the public safety will be secured 

by simultaneously acting gates, which, by the application of subterranean machinery, will be opened, 

or closed, at each crossing at the same time. A convenient cattle stage, 350 feet by 55 feet, is being 

erected, and considerable space, we should imagine, will also be allotted as a coal depot. The areas 

between the cotton shed and the boundary wall in Great Howard Street, is to be used as a cart 

stand. Besides these extensive additions to their estate the L&YR and East Lancashire companies 

have purchased five acres of land at Sandhills, between the canal and Bootle Lane station, from the 

Earl of Derby and Mr John Shaw Leigh, on which they are about to lay five miles of rails as sidings for 

goods accommodation and for the erection of a large engine shed, which will cover and area of 

3,000 yards; as well as another acre between the canal and Sandhills Lane, for the formation of 

additional sidings. (from Liverpool Albion) (Manchester Guardian, 24 January1855) 
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Second line of rails on the Barnsley branch laid throughout except for junction at each end to tunnel 

and entrance to Barnsley station. (L&YR Minutes, 31 January1855) 

February 
The long delayed construction of the iron viaduct at Gathurst Bridge, Shevington, having been 

completed, Captain Tyler, of the railway department of the Board of Trade, went over, about a 

fortnight ago, that portion of the Manchester and Southport Railway which is between Wigan and 

Southport. Captain Tyler refused to sanction the opening of the line between Burscough and 

Southport for both L&YR and East Lancashire companies to run trains upon it, but intimated that the 

sanction would be granted if a second line of rails were laid or if only one company worked the 

traffic. Subsequently, rails and other materials passed through Wigan and down the line to 

Burscough on Thursday and operations were commenced to lay the second track. (Herapath, 3 

February1855) 

On Saturday, 3rd February 1855 a grand tea party and ball was held at the L&YR Oldham Road goods 

station to commemorate the opening of a library and reading room in February last. One of the 

arches was fitted up for the occasion and upwards of 500 attended, the tea was followed at 8.00pm 

by dancing until about midnight. (Manchester Guardian, 7 February1855) 

[…] the fourth anniversary of the Oldham Road Library and Newsroom in connection with the 

employees of the L&YR was celebrated on Saturday evening, 3rd February 1855 by a tea party and 

ball. About 500 persons of both sexes sat down to an excellent tea, which was served in one of the 

railway arches in St Georges Street. This arch had been elegantly decorated for the occasion, and 

presented a gay and attractive appearance […]. Above the chair, which was occupied by Mr 

Cawkwell, the goods manager, were a crown and the royal arms, and at the further end of the arch 

was a banner on which these words were conspicuously written, “Success to the Library, opened 

February 4th 1854”[…] (Manchester Examiner, 7 February1855) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for a passenger shed, 300 feet long by 55 feet wide, with a 

timber roof, at Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 17 February1855) 

The directors’ report for the East Lancashire Railway meeting states that the Burscough and 

Southport line has not been opened. The double line of rails, without which the government 

inspector refused to open it, is being proceeded with, and the expectation is that it will be opened in 

April. (Manchester Examiner, 17 February1855) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Friday, 23rd February 1855. 

(Manchester Guardian, 24 February1855) 

The directors report for the Blackburn Railway meeting to be held on 28th February 1855. 

(Manchester Examiner, 28 February1855) 

March 
The half yearly meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Wednesday, 28th February 1855. 

(Manchester Examiner, 3 March 1855) 

During the present week workmen have been engaged on the east side of Ducie Bridge in preparing 

for the laying down of a branch line of rails for the L&YR, which will be carried from the main line by 

a new bridge over the river Irk, then under Cheetham Hill Road, opposite the railway lodge, and 

into the large piece of waste ground, which is bounded by the company’s general offices, Hunts 

Bank, the Victoria station, the river Irk, and Ducie Bridge. This work is preparatory to the future 

erection of additional passenger accommodation on this waste ground, and is undertaken now 

because the company’s Parliamentary powers for making the extension expire in June next. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 March 1855) 
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On Saturday evening, 3rd March 1855 an immense concourse of persons assembled to a tea party 

and ball, on the occasion of the origination of a library and reading room in connection with the 

locomotive and carriage department of the L&YR, in Oldham Road. The gathering consisted of 

nearly 2,000 persons, including 1,000 of the employees of the company, with their wives, and male 

and female friends, and took place in the company’s extensive workshops in Junction Street. The 

upper storey of the main building, which is of great length and breadth, was very gaily and tastefully 

fitted up. Along the centre, supporting the roof, range thirteen metal columns; and, from the capitals 

of these, a ceiling of white calico was stretched to the side walls along the whole top. Arches of 

evergreen were sprung from column to column […]. 

At the centre of the room, one of the columns was wanting, and this formed a sort-of transept, on 

one side of which was a platform, and opposite to it was stationed the city brass band. Over the 

platform were the royal arms, and at the further end of the room the letters “V A” were brilliantly 

represented in gas […]. Tea was orderly served of six tables, disposed longitudinally the entire 

length, which was about seventy five yards. After tea the simple furniture was rapidly dissected. In 

addition to the band there were several vocalists […]. 

Amongst the principal officers of the company present were Messrs Jenkins, Fay, Watts, engineer, 

Blackmore, superintendent of coaching traffic, Emmett, superintendent of the waggon department 

[…]. In the absence of Mr Dunstan, the secretary, Mr Jenkins was called to the chair […] the object 

contemplated by their numerous meeting was to aid the establishment of a library in connection 

with the workshops of the locomotive and carriage departments […] they were under great 

obligations to Mr Dunstan who was active in forming libraries all over the line […] (Manchester 

Examiner, 7 March 1855) 

The death was announced of Mr John Dunstan, junior, the much esteemed secretary of the L&YR, at 

the age of thirty four years. He has been sixteen years in the service of the company, and has filled 

the office of secretary more than four years. (Manchester Examiner, 7 March 1855) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7 March 1855. It was stated that 

£30,869 had been expended on the Barnsley branch, almost entirely in laying a second line of rails, 

the traffic on the line rendering it absolutely unsafe to trust to a single line. (Manchester Examiner, 

10 March 1855) 

The meeting noted the early death of the secretary, J Dunstan, and agreed to donate a sum of 

money to his young family. (Herapath, 10 March 1855) 

The Liverpool Dock branch is to be opened next Monday, 26th March 1855. The directors will 

assemble for the purpose at the Exchange station at 1.30pm and will subsequently dine together at the 

Adelphi Hotel at 4.00pm. (L&YR Minutes, 20 March 1855) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Herapath, 24 March 1855) 

Co-incident with the alterations which are being made by the L&YR at Ducie Bridge, preparatory to 

the formation of a branch line for the extended passenger accommodation, steps are being taken to 

supply the Victoria station with a large public clock, which will be furnished with a dial in the circular 

stone receptacle, in the centre of the station, which was prepared when the building was erected for 

such a purpose, and also with a double dial in the interior of the station, to be suspended over the 

platform. The dial will be illuminated at night, and will be found very convenient, not only to 

travellers, but to the citizens who pass over Ducie Bridge and other places within view of the front 

of the station. The mechanism of the clock is the workmanship of Messrs Royle and Rawson of 

Wigan, successor of Mr George Estlin, watchmaker of Wigan. It is expected to be erected in a few 

days. (Manchester Guardian, 24 March 1855) 
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On Monday, 26th March 1855 the new dock branch of the L&YR at Liverpool was formally opened. 

An engine and several carriages conveyed the vice-chairman, Mr Stuart, and directors over the main 

and branch line to the docks. At the goods station near Stanley Dock a large number of waggons 

were loaded with cotton and conducted over the rails, in order to display the capabilities of the new 

works. The facilities for loading are such that a large truck was packed with huge bales of cotton, 

covered over with tarpaulin, and set in motion in less than three minutes. The gentlemen present 

expressed their approval of the arrangements made for accommodating a large traffic. (Herapath, 31 

March 1855) 

April 
The L&YR and East Lancashire Railway announce the opening of the new line to Southport on and 

after Easter Monday, 9th April 1855. The L&YR advertise seven trains daily, including Sunday, in each 

direction between Manchester and Southport; the East Lancashire Railway have five trains daily and 

three on Sundays in each direction. (Manchester Guardian, 7 April 1855) 

The covered space of the station shed on the L&YR dock branch at Liverpool appropriated to 

goods, is stated to be 8,000 square yards in extent, the entire area of the station being about 20 

acres. The length of the branch is about a mile; but so numerous are the sidings, that about fifteen 

miles of railway are said to be included with the branch and station. The work has been substantially 

executed – its whole cost, including the land, is about £45,000. (Herapath, 7 April 1855) 

The direct line of railway between Manchester and Southport was opened on Saturday, 4th April 

1855. The directors invited a large number of friends to join them in the formal opening by 

proceeding over the newly formed line to Southport from the Victoria station. The company 

mustered at twelve o’clock and started on their journey in twelve new first class carriages amidst 

the cheers of the servants on the platform. Fog signals were placed along the line, and were 

exploded by way of “feux de joie”. The train proceeded at a good rate, and the firing of the signals 

was repeated at the Ordsall Lane (sic) and Pendleton stations […].  

The train took up invited friends at Bolton and Wigan; the last named place was reached at about 

one o’clock. At this point commences the new line of railway, which is above seventeen miles in 

length […]. Proceeding onward, the line shows evidence of its newness, in all directions. It is not 

enclosed with side walls, and much of the surface has yet to be filled up with broken material […]. 

We pass in succession the Gathurst, Appley Bridge, etc., stations, to Burscough station, on the East 

Lancashire line, which is crossed by the Southport line almost at right angles […]. The train reached 

the station at Southport at twenty minutes to two o’clock, about ten minutes sooner than was 

anticipated, and the company landed amidst a renewed feux de joie, and the music of a band stationed 

on the platform. The directors of both companies had previously arrived at Southport. A large tent 

had been erected within the station, to which the whole company immediately repaired, and in 

which an abundant cold collation had been provided […]. 

The directors dined together, at three o’clock, in the Victoria Hotel. These gentlemen, as already 

stated, had left Manchester by a train which started about half an hour before that which conveyed 

their friends. There were directors and officials of both companies present. Shortly after five o’clock 

the company began to return to the station. The carriages were rapidly filled, and the train started 

on its way to Manchester s few minutes before six o’clock. Signals were fired, as before, at starting 

from the principal stations. The Victoria station was reached before eight o’clock, all seemingly 

feeling that the Manchester and Southport Railway had opened under very favourable auspices […]. 

Although a matter over which the directors of the L&YR had no control, the slow construction of 

the line has been a subject of very general disappointment to the public in the eastern districts of 

Lancashire. On Wednesday last 4th April 1855 the government inspector, Captain Tyler, made a 

second official survey of the line. The inspector was met at Wigan, shortly after ten o’clock, by Mr 
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Mathias, the talented and experienced engineer of the L&YR company, by Mr Blackmore, Mr Eborall, 

and other officers of the two companies, all of whom accompanied him in his tour of inspection. The 

station-houses, which are neat and picturesque buildings, were examined by the inspector, who 

tested all the bridges over the canal, and particularly those over the Douglas and the “Squire’s Cut”, 

an eccentric name given to the adequate with which Mr Scarisbrick has drained an extensive portion 

of the moss land. There are several level crossings in the course of the line, the most important 

being that over the Ormskirk to Southport road.  

The inspector suggested some slight alterations in the arrangement of the signals at some points, and 

some other improvements of minor moment, which were made before the opening on Monday last, 

9th April 1855. As far as Burscough from Wigan there is but one line of rails, but here a branch from 

the East Lancashire line runs into the railway, and a double line of rails commences. The short length 

of railway which branches from the East Lancashire and runs into this has a very sharp curve, and a 

heavy gradient of about 1 in 77. Burscough Bridge station, which is about nine and three quarter 

miles from Wigan, is within a few yards of Burscough church, it will be a first class station, from its 

contiguity to Ormskirk, and a goods warehouse will probably be erected at it. Near the station the 

line crosses the Rufford Canal, by a viaduct of three arches. The L&YR Company will use the Chapel 

Street station jointly with the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport company, but the East Lancashire 

company are erecting a separate station in London Street. The train conveying the inspector left 

Southport a few minutes before two o’clock, reaching Burscough in sixteen minutes, and Wigan 

shortly after. The inspector expressed his approval of the line. It is intended to run seven trains a 

day from Manchester, and the same number from Southport. The express train will accomplish the 

journey in an hour and a quarter. The East Lancashire company commenced running on Monday 

from Liverpool, via Ormskirk and Burscough, to Southport, in opposition to the Liverpool, Crosby 

and Southport company. (Manchester Examiner, 11 April 1855) 

[…] Southport, the nearest marine bathing place to Manchester (if we except those close to 

Liverpool), has hitherto had no direct route to it from this city, and even by railway its distance has 

hitherto been fifty miles, usually occupying about three hours in the journey. The people of 

Liverpool have now for some time possessed direct access to it, by the Liverpool, Crosby and 

Southport line, a distance of only eighteen and a half miles, or one hour; and hence Southport has 

had a much larger proportion of Liverpool that of Manchester visitors. But the new line, commenced 

about two years ago, direct from Southport to Wigan, made by a local company, and since 

purchased by the L&YR company, has just been completed, which shortens the distance between 

Manchester and Southport by twelve and three quarter miles, and the time (taking the swift trains) 

to an hour and a half, or about half the time usually consumed on the journey. It is this loss of time 

that deters men in business here from more frequently enjoying the exhilarating freshness of the sea 

breezes at Southport, Lytham, Blackpool, or Fleetwood […]. From fifty miles the distance is reduced 

to thirty seven and a quarter, and there is very much less time lost at the midway station of Wigan 

than is usually the case at Preston with travellers to and from Blackpool, Lytham, and Fleetwood.  

The distance from Manchester to Wigan via Bolton is just twenty miles; and at Wigan the new line 

commences to Southport, a length of seventeen and a quarter miles. On Wednesday last, 4th April, 

1855, the line was inspected by Captain Tyler, the government inspector, and the requisite sanction 

at once given for the opening of the railway. The public opening being fixed for Monday last, 9th April 

1855, the directors of the L&YR company determined to have a sort of celebration of the event, and 

accordingly issued a great number of invitations to their friends including the directors of the East 

Lancashire company (which company are joint owners of that portion of the line from Southport to 

Burscough Bridge) to go over the line on Saturday last, 7th April. There were two trains, one at 

11.20am taking a number of the directors and their friends, and another special train of fifteen 

carriages, containing about four hundred passengers by invitation, left Victoria station at a quarter 

past twelve o’clock, noon, returning in the early evening. Both these trains were decorated with flags 

and fired the usual feux de joie at starting, at the principal stations on the line, and on arriving at 
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Southport. These salvoes are produced by a number of flat discs, of a detonating composition, being 

placed on the rails, so as to be exploded by the wheels of the engines passing over them; they are 

used to warn moving trains of danger a-head in thick foggy weather, hence their name of “fog 

signals” […]. 

From Manchester to Bolton, the train passed in twenty minutes, and Wigan was reached at one 

o’clock. Here the new line commences, about two hundred yards beyond Wigan station, diverging 

to the left (sic), or west, from the main line of the L&YR Company. In its length of seventeen and a 

quarter miles there are six intermediate stations, at each of which is a solid, substantial, well-built 

station-house of stone, in the Elizabethan style, neat without undue ornament, and giving a solid and 

durable aspect to the works generally. Even the gate houses, or dwellings for gate-keepers where 

the line is crossed on the level by a highway, or turnpike road, are built of the same material, and are 

of the same substantial and satisfactory character. The first station, Gathurst, was reached in five 

minutes from Wigan; a few small embankments take the line across deep, wooded, cloughs and then 

Appley Bridge is reached in four minutes after leaving Gathurst. Immediately afterwards the train 

passed through a cutting of the new red sand-stone, affording a goods stone for building purposes, 

which seems to have been quarried so as to form a wall for the line itself, and to supply the material 

for the station houses, as well as “ballast” for the rails. The line skirts the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, 

which is on the left, or west, at this point, and then the Newburgh station was reached in five 

minutes from Appley Bridge. Next, several gate houses are passed, the principal one at Hoscar 

Moss; and seven minutes brought the train to Burscough Bridge, the chief intermediate station on 

the new line. Here the East Lancashire Company’s Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston line crosses the 

new Southport line; and it is also spanned by the highway. The village lies close to the station, and on 

the west of the line is the new stone church. The next station, New Lane, is only two, or three, 

minutes distant; and Bescar Lane, four minutes further. Seven minutes more brought the train to 

Southport, which was reached at 1.37pm the train having proceeded leisurely over the new line, and 

having made stops at both Bolton and Wigan.  

Nevertheless, the entire journey from Manchester to Southport was accomplished in one hour and 

twenty two minutes; from Wigan in thirty four minutes. The line for the most part passes through a 

remarkably flat and level country; involving but little heavy earthwork either in cutting or 

embankment; and its principal items of cost have been for the bridges on which it repeatedly crosses 

the river Douglas and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. On leaving Wigan, it passes through 

Pemberton, crossing both the canal and the river; then passing the township of Orrell, it again 

crosses the Douglas and the canal; then proceeds through the townships of Shevington, 

Wrightington and Parbold. Here it runs north east of, and tolerably close to the canal for a 

considerable distance. In the township of Lathom it again crosses the Douglas and enters Burscough, 

where two forks will connect it with the Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston line of the East Lancashire 

Company. Of these only the south fork is, at present, completed. Next it passes into the township 

of Scarisbrick, and so into that of North Meols, in which Southport is situated. The gradients are 

generally very good its steepest incline, and that the only one, is of 1 in 100.  

The station at Southport is a handsome, spacious edifice, in Chapel Street. In a large covered shed, 

or tent, at this station the directors had provided a substantial luncheon for their numerous guests. 

This was speedily disposed of […]. The refreshment tent was kept open during the afternoon, and 

even tea was provided there for all who desired it previous to the departure of the special train; 

which started a few minutes before six and reached the Victoria station, Manchester, a few minutes 

before eight o’clock…At the Victoria Hotel, Southport, the directors of the L&YR Company, and 

their friends and guests, sat down to dinner, at three o’clock. In addition to a number of directors of 

the L&Y and East Lancashire a number of the heads of departments and principal officers of the 

company were also present […]. After a pleasant hour or two of social enjoyment the company left 

Southport by a special train, at 7.14pm reaching Manchester, after long stays at Wigan and Bolton, at 

ten minutes after nine. The line was publicly opened on Monday, 9th April 1855 and we see that the 
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directors offer day tickets on the same terms as those from Manchester to Liverpool, and contract 

tickets, for year, six, three, two, or even one month, on reasonable terms. (Manchester Guardian, 11 

April 1855) 

The L&YR announce contract tickets between Manchester and district and the Fylde and also 

Southport. Twelve months, £36; six months, £20; three months, £11; two months, £8; one month, 

£5. (Manchester Examiner, 14 April 1855) 

Short report on the opening of the Wigan to Southport Railway. (Herapath, 14 April 1855) 

The East Lancashire Railway are running eight trains per day each way between Liverpool and 

Southport and the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway six each way, when four trains a day 

each way would take all the direct traffic with ease. It is this insane competition which runs English 

railway property. (Herapath, 14 April 1855) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erecting of a passenger station, goods warehouse 

and office at Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 21 April 1855) 

Sturges Meek report, dated 23rd April 1855, of a fire to a portion of the viaduct on the Barnsley 

branch on Friday, 20th April 1855. (L&YR Minutes, 25 April 1855) 

Traffic returns on the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway have fallen to £278 per week from 

£491 for the corresponding week of 1854 following the opening by the L&YR of their railway from 

Wigan to Southport thus showing a remarkable instance of the insecurity of railway property in 

England under the English system of parliamentary legislation sanctioning unnecessary and competing 

lines. (Herapath, 28 April 1855) 

May 
The alterations which were commenced about a month ago, by the L&YR, on the Ducie Bridge side 

of the Victoria station, are progressing satisfactorily. Although the branch line will not be more than 

three or four hundred yards long, very extensive and costly works have been necessary for its 

formation, including a bridge of considerable span over the river Irk, and an arched way beneath 

Cheetham Hill Road. The piers of the bridge over the river Irk, and the abutments for the arch 

under the road, are completed, and the iron girders are at the present time in the process of being 

fixed in their places, which is a work of some difficulty, in consequence of their enormous weight. 

The works have been pushed forward as fast as possible, both to avoid undue obstructions of the 

Cheetham Hill Road, and also because the company’s Parliamentary powers for making the 

alterations will shortly expire. An eight stall stable has been built on the east side of Ducie Bridge, 

for the accommodation of that portion of the company’s horses which is employed in the passenger 

traffic department, parcels vans and etc. The stable is built of substantial brick work, is commodious, 

and of good height, having a hay loft in the upper part. Excavators are now at work on the west side 

of Ducie Bridge preparing for the formation of the remaining half of the arch under the road. The 

earthwork has been levelled up for the rails, which are expected to be laid down, and the alterations 

completed, in about a month. (Manchester Guardian, 16 May 1855) 

The L&YR are now engaged in making extensive alterations at the Victoria station, on the Ducie 

Bridge side, with the view of forming a branch line of rails for further passenger station 

accommodation. To carry out this object it has been found necessary to erect a bridge of 

considerable span over the river Irk, and an arched way beneath Cheetham Hill Road. The company 

have also erected a large stable for horses employed at the station. (The Builder, 26 May 1855) 

The heavy work of constructing a flat bridge under Cheetham Hill Road, by the L&YR , so as to 

increase their station room, is now considerably advanced. Six massive cast iron girders, each 

weighing four and a half tons, are stretched from pier to pier, occupying the space of one half the 
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breadth of the road. The flooring between each girder is also of iron, and instead of the brick wall 

which constituted the previous boundary, there will be a lofty metal fence, cast in panels. The iron 

work is executed by Mr Ellis, of Stanley Street, Salford. The road will shortly be thrown upon the 

part of the bridge now nearly completed, when the remaining half of the embankment will be 

removed, for the construction of the corresponding portion of the bridge. (Manchester Examiner, 

30 May 1855) 

Mr Fay, the carriage superintendent and builder for the L&YR, has just completed a train of carriages 

for the company, to be used on the Oldham line, which, as regards elegance of construction and 

provision for the comfort of the passengers, are decidedly superior to those now in use on other 

lines.  

It is in the third class that this superiority is most apparent. The carriages of this class, and which are 

built of the best East Indian teak, are divided into six compartments, and will accommodate with 

ease sixty passengers; but, in case of emergency, fully seventy will find sitting room in each carriage. 

Each compartment is eight feet wide, while the height from the floor to the roof is six feet seven 

inches in the centre, and at the ends five feet nine inches in the clear. To each door a glass slide is 

attached, similar to that in a first class carriage, which this third class resembles in every respect, 

save that it is not cushioned. As far as protection from the weather is required, this new third class 

affords that desideratum as effectually as a first class, while it is at the same time as roomy, well 

lighted, and ventilated.  

The second class has accommodation for thirty passengers, and is remarkably neat and well finished. 

In the first class carriages additions and alterations that must increase the conveniences already 

enjoyed by their occupants have been introduced. Umbrella drainers, with a channel conveying the 

water out of the carriages, have been fitted up in each, and the spring seats have been constructed 

on a new principle, which adds to the elasticity and softness of the cushion. Another improvement, 

and one which will be appreciated by parties who wish to enjoy a nap while travelling at night, is the 

mode in which the glass slides, when drawn up, will be secured. Frequently, owing to the oscillation 

of the train, these slides slip out of their places and fall down, thus letting in a sharp current of air 

upon the unconscious sleeper, who on awaking finds an unpleasant chilliness over him, with perhaps 

the addition of a severe cold. The band by which the slide is moved is made to pass over a second 

roller that has sufficient friction to retain the band in its position and prevent it giving way, thus 

keeping the slide firmly in fixed. These carriages are alike creditable to Mr Fay’s mechanical skill and 

good taste, and to the enterprise, and liberality of the company in ministering to the comfort of their 

passengers. Doubtless other travellers, as well as those riding to and from Oldham, will in time 

demand that carriages of the same improved character shall be provided for them. (Manchester 

Examiner, 30 May 1855) 

[…] The L&YR have just had completed, at their coach making works at Miles Platting, eight large 

and very commodious and substantial passenger carriages, which may be taken as a sample of the 

kind of stock which is to be gradually introduced on their line, and are altogether most creditable to 

the company, and to Mr Fay, the superintendent of the coaching making department. There are two 

first class, two second class, and four third class carriages; and yesterday morning, Tuesday, 29th May 

1855 they were used for the first time, as the Oldham train, which use is to be continued. The 

carriages are constructed of East Indian teak, and each is twenty four feet two inches long, and eight 

feet wide.  

Those of the first class consist of four compartments, instead of three, as in the old style of carriage; 

they have a clear height of five feet nine inches in the doorways, and six feet seven inches in the 

centre of the interior; and they are excellently fitted up, one addition being an umbrella stand affixed 

to the inside of each door, each stand having places for five or six umbrellas.  
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The second and third class carriages have a clear height of five feet nine inches in the door ways, and 

six feet in the centre; they consist of six compartments, instead of four, and each compartment will 

seat ten persons most comfortably. One of the second class vehicles has only three passenger 

compartments, the other half forming a capacious van for the guard. As a result of the use of this 

new class of carriage, all kinds of passenger will gain in point of comfort; and the company will save 

considerably in locomotive charges. For the eight new carriages (notwithstanding their very 

substantial construction in every respect), weigh twelve tons less than twelve of the old ones, and 

will accommodate fifteen more passengers. (Manchester Guardian, 30 May 1855) 

June 
A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 30th May 1855 to consider; the GNR bill to 

pay the L&YR for lands on the Leeds viaduct; and the L&YR and the LNWR bill to enlarge Preston 

station. (Manchester Guardian, 2 June 1855) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Thursday, 14th June 1855 to consider the purchase of the 

Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway. (Manchester Examiner & Herapath, 16 June 1855) 

A special meeting of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway was held on Thursday, 14th June 

1855 to consider the sale of the railway to the L&YR. (Manchester Examiner & Herapath, 16 June 

1855) 

The new girder arch, under the road at Ducie Bridge, now being constructed by the L&YR, is 

completed to one half its extent, and the road is open over the new part. The other half is now 

being excavated. During these alterations, the road to Cheetham Hill is necessarily much obstructed, 

but we have received a communication which seems to convey a well-founded complaint, to the 

effect that no provision is made for pedestrians, and that females, especially, are put to great 

inconvenience by having, in wet weather, to make their way through the mud. At present, the water 

pipes are being put down on the only side where there can be a causeway, but the public have a 

right to expect that no time should be lost in laying down the flags. (Manchester Examiner, 23 June 

1855) 

July 
The extension of Corporation Street, Manchester, will commence shortly and will include a short 

length to Ducie Bridge which will necessitate a short viaduct over the river Irk. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 July 1855) 

The L&YR have opened the new station at Halifax on Saturday, 23rd June 1855 (long report). 

(Herapath, 7 July 1855) 

The adjourned special meeting of the L&YR was held on Thursday, 12th July 1855 to consider the 

purchase of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway. (Manchester Guardian & Herapath, 13 

July 1855) 

Possession to be taken of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport line on Monday, 23rd July 1855. 

L&YR engines to be used on this line and the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport engines transferred to 

other parts of the system. (L&YR Minutes, 18 July 1855) 

The men employed in the locomotive and coaching department of the L&YR Company’s extensive 

works at Miles Platting had their annual excursion on Saturday, 21st July 1855. They and their friends, 

numbering 1,600 persons, were drawn by a new large and powerful engine to Goole, where 

steamers were in readiness to carry them to Hull or York. The choice was afforded of returning 

either the same night, or on Sunday or Monday nights. Those who availed themselves of the water 

excursion chiefly returned on Sunday evening […]. The proceeds of the trip, from £30 to £40, will 

be devoted towards a library and reading room connected with the railway establishment in Junction 
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Street. The directors, wishful to aid the object, merely charged the bare working expenses of the 

train. (Manchester Examiner, 28 July 1855) 

August 
The report for the East Lancashire Railway meeting shows a gross increase of receipts of £7,008-15-

1½d from goods traffic as compared with the corresponding half year of 1854 […]. Because of the 

want of goods accommodation at Southport, scarcely any revenue has been obtained from that 

source. (Manchester Examiner, 11 August 1855) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station at Stubbins and also 

a goods warehouse, 200 feet long by 50 feet wide, with office attached at Nelson station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 August 1855) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 15th August 1855. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 August 1855) 

Report of an accident at Bolton on Monday, 13th August 1855 when through a faulty self-acting 

spring point a train from Southport ran into a luggage train. (Manchester Examiner, 18 August 1855) 

The effects of railway competition were shown at Manchester on Saturday when the L&YR and East 

Lancashire companies each advertised to take passengers to Southport and back at 1/- each, the 

tickets available until Sunday evening. Each company sent off four long trains containing an average of 

1,000 passengers. The drawback was that lodgings could not be found in Southport for that number, 

so many people were compelled to return on Saturday. (Herapath, 18 August 1855) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for paving and completing the road between Salford 

Bridge and the front of Blackburn passenger station. (Manchester Examiner, 25 August 1855) 

The report of the Blackburn Railway states that the position of the undertaking has become such as 

to require the immediate and earnest consideration of the proprietors. (Manchester Examiner, 25 

August 1855) 

An accident occurred on Sunday, 19th August 1855 at Summit when an excursion train, of fifty or 

more carriages, was brought to a stand by the want of water, and was run into by a goods train. 

(Manchester Examiner, 25 August 1855) 

The half yearly meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Monday, 27th August 1855. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 August 1855) 

September 
[…] Because of the dissatisfaction of the treatment received by the L&YR the East Lancashire 

Railway directors recommended making a new railway from Bolton to Manchester. (Manchester 

Examiner, 29 August 1855; Herapath, 9 September 1855) 

The report of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 5th September 1855. (Manchester Examiner, 1 

September 1855) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th September 1855. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 September 1855) 

The L&YR meeting report was read by the new secretary W S Lawn, (Herapath, 8 September 1855) 

The difficult and expensive operations of sinking for a foundation to a depth of from 45 to 50 feet 

below the level of the road (for the improvements at Ducie Bridge by the L&YR) are now happily 

overcome. The last pillar has been brought up to the level of the rails. The arches, upon which the 
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remaining abutment is to rest, are being turned, and the works will now be pushed on with vigour to 

a close. From large quantities of heavy props that, from time to time, have been placed against the 

road, in the excavations, and latterly against the abutment of the old arch, it is evident that very 

great precautions have been necessary to prevent accidents, and have rendered it impossible to 

proceed with the work with the despatch which the parties concerned and the public desire. One of 

the chief difficulties was, that the large counterforts erected to strengthen the abutment of the 

present bridge had been built from a level some twenty feet above the foundation of the bridge 

itself, and, in consequence of the proximity of the new excavations to the old counterfort, it was 

found necessary to clear the whole away and build a new, thus for a time depriving the old arch of 

its material supports, which have been supplied by the large props of timber before named, and are 

now being one by one removed as the works proceed.  

The river Irk, at the point north-east of Cheetham Hill road, has been spanned by a wrought iron 

girder, on the tubular bridge plan. This girder (which is about eighty feet long, and five feet deep, 

with a broad flange at the bottom and top) stretch a number of transverse iron beams, four feet 

apart, the other end resting on the old retaining wall of the railway. The whole are covered by four 

inch planks, upon which lines of rails will be laid to pass through the new opening underneath the 

road, and thence into the old burial ground, which is to be at once adapted to station purposes by 

the company. We have the assurance of the contractor, Mr Robert Neill, of Strangeways, that but a 

few weeks will elapse before the road will be again thrown open to the public and this desirable 

improvement effected. (Manchester Examiner, 8 September 1855) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th September 1855. It was reported 

that with respect to the Liverpool docks branch […] the colliers could empty their waggons direct 

into the vessels below, the increase of mineral traffic would no doubt be very considerable. The East 

Lancashire Company had exercised their option in not joining with this company in that dock 

branch. A special meeting which followed was devoted to the leasing, with others, of the Rochdale 

Canal Company. (Manchester Examiner, 8 September 1855) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of locomotive workshops at Bury, 

comprising, erecting, machine, and boiler makers’ shops, smithy, brass foundry, offices, stores, 

engine house, etc. (Manchester Guardian, 22 September 1855) 

An accident occurred on Thursday last, 27th September 1855 on the viaduct at the south end of 

Brooksbottom tunnel when a heavily laden goods train, consisting of twenty eight waggons carrying 

stone from the Bacup branch, had been brought to a stand for the purpose of shunting two waggons 

from the train on the side rails which lead to the works of John Robinson Kay, Esq., of Bass Lane 

House.  

Two break vans, one in front and the other in the rear, were connected with the train, to each of 

which a guard had been appointed. One of the guards attended to the shunting of the waggons, and 

the other remained on the line with the principal portion of the train. Having shunted the waggons, 

the persons in charge proceeded to re-attach the portions of the train, and, while engaged in 

coupling, a passenger train, which leaves Accrington at 11.55am suddenly emerged from the mouth 

of the tunnel, which was only 125 yards distant from the standing train. The passenger train was 

furnished with Newall’s patent break, which was instantly brought into operation, but in 

consequence of the speed at which the train was travelling […] it was impossible to prevent a 

collision. The engine drove with fearful violence against the goods train, smashing the guard’s van 

and one of the waggons to shivers, and two other waggons were also injured. The rails were torn up 

and the body of the guard’s van was knocked off the wheels and upset, and broken pieces scattered 

about in all directions […]. The guard was killed on the spot […]. It was supposed that about forty 

passengers were more or less injured […]. We understand that all the company’s servants, who are 
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suspected of having in any way contributed to the cause of the accident, have been suspended until 

the necessary inquiries have been made. (Manchester Examiner, 29 September 1855) 

October 
At the inquest following the accident at Summerseat, held on Saturday, 29th September 1855, the 

guard of the passenger train stated […] When I passed the tunnel the signal was not on. I am positive of 

that […]. The boy afterwards told me that he had put the signal on, and had taken it off, and put it on 

again. We must have passed after he had taken it off, and before he put it on again. (Manchester 

Examiner, 6 October 1855) 

An explosion of a boiler at Miles Platting works occurred on Saturday, 13th October, 1855. The 

boiler, one of two, was used in the smiths’ and turners’ shops. (Manchester Examiner, 20 October 

1855) 

A circular has been addressed to the Blackburn Railway shareholders by the chairman, Mr W H 

Hornby. “Your directors deem it proper to inform you that, since the last meeting of this company, 

interviews have taken place, at the suggestion of the L&YR Company, between the directors of that 

company and your directors, at which the relative positions of the two companies have been 

discussed, and the joint traffic committee, appointed under the agreement of 1850, have arranged to 

resume their meetings. The L&YR directors have also proposed that the accounts showing the 

proportions of the traffic which have been allotted to this company shall be revised, and that the 

amount of receipts from the traffic which they admit to have been unfairly diverted from the 

Blackburn Railway by the operation of the agreements with the East Lancashire and other 

companies, shall, as soon as the same can be ascertained, be paid over to this company; and , 

generally, they have intimated their desire to co-operate heartily with the directors representing this 

company on the joint committee, in fully developing the traffic of the Blackburn line. Your directors 

have formally protested against the agreements entered into with the East Lancashire and other 

companies, and the meetings of the traffic committee have been resumed on the distinct 

understanding that nothing done at such meetings shall be construed as a waiver of that protest, or 

as in any manner sanctioning such agreements. Your directors having taken these precautionary 

measures, and having discussed with the committee of shareholders appointed at the last meeting of 

this company the proposals made by the L&YR directors, it has been concluded that, in order to 

avoid unnecessary complications, and to afford an opportunity for testing the intentions of the L&YR

Company, and the hope of securing the full benefits of the present agreement with that company, or 

effecting some other satisfactory arrangements between the two companies, the steps suggested at 

the last meeting of proprietors shall, for the present, be suspended, and that your directors shall 

pursue the course above indicated, it being understood that, if necessary, before the next meeting of 

the company the board will again confer with the shareholders’ committee.” The committee of 

shareholders having considered the proposals made by the L&YR Company, as above stated by the 

directors, fully concur in the course recommended to be adopted. (Manchester Examiner, 20 

October 1855) 

November 
The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the extension of the locomotive shed at Preston and for 

the slating of the present shed roof. (Manchester Guardian, 15 November 1855) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for paving with square sets 2,000 square yards of the 

goods yard at Bacup. (Manchester Examiner, 17 November 1855) 

The long expected and much needed improvement (the new road to Cheetham Hill) is at last in 

process of realization. During the week workmen have been demolishing the old and closely built 

houses in Allen’s Court, Long Millgate adjoining the river Irk, near Ducie Bridge, in preparation for 

the viaduct over the river. (Courier, 17 November 1855) 
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The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the execution of about 20,000 cubic yards of earthwork 

near Bury station. (Manchester Examiner, 24 November 1855) 

Manchester Town Clerk invites parties willing to contract for a girder and parapet required for the 

widening of Ducie Street, adjoining the Union Workhouse. (Manchester Examiner, 24 November 

1855) 

December 
The opening of an approach to the Victoria station, from Ducie Bridge Street. This long wanted 

approach to the Victoria station is at length provided, and is open for the use of passengers only. It 

will be closed at certain intervals of both day and night; but always open on the arrival and before 

the departure of any train, so as to afford that convenience to passengers living in Cheetham Hill 

Road, Red bank, and the neighbourhood, for which alone it is intended.  

We announced the intention of the company to provide this additional approach to the station some 

months ago, in referring to an alteration which was then commenced in connection with the railway. 

The alteration is now completed by the formation of a second arch under the street, between the 

river Irk and the company’s line, the second arch being intended to render available, at some future 

time, the land belonging to the company between the Irk and the present platform. The width of the 

roadway over the new arch is considerably greater that that over the old one, and it increases 

towards the bridge over the river, so that the wall of the new arch, if continued towards Long 

Millgate, would be the hypotenuse of the angle at present formed by Ducie Bridge Street and Long 

Millgate; and it is understood that this alteration has been made by the company in connection with 

the proposed new street for improving the approach from the city to Cheetham Hill Road, for 

which some old cottages which stood back in Long Millgate, on the Ducie Bridge side of the Union 

Tavern, have already been pulled down, leaving the railway visible from Long Millgate. The approach 

to the station from Ducie Bridge Street is between the old and new arches, and consists of a 

wooden staircase, one landing of which is an arch over what may form the connection between the 

lines under both arches. The foot of the staircase is only a few yards from the end of the passenger 

platform. This new approach, as before stated, will be a great convenience to a very large number of 

persons, who have hitherto been compelled to adopt one of two very circuitous routes, in order to 

reach the station; but it should be distinctly known that strict measures will be taken to prevent the 

conversion of this footpath into a public thoroughfare by persons from Victoria Street into 

Cheetham Hill Road. (Manchester Guardian, 3 December 1855) 

Letter complaining that the new access to Victoria station was only open from 8.00am to 8.00pm. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 December 1855) 

Report of testimonials presented to Mr Eborall, retiring from the general management of the East 

Lancashire Railway and to Mr Broughton, late goods manager. Eborall, who had been appointed six 

years ago, was leaving to become general manager of the South Eastern Railway. Broughton had 

been appointed audit clerk nine years ago, being goods manager for five years, was leaving to 

become general manager of the Ulster Railway. Eborall was succeeded by Mr Smithells and 

Broughton by Mr Moxon. (Herapath, 22 December 1855) 

On the morning of Friday, 21st December 1855 the extensive goods warehouse of the L&YR at 

Nova Scotia, Blackburn, was found to be on fire by an engine driver at about 1.30am. By 3.am the 

north east end of the building had been destroyed. During the day portions of the roof fell until only 

the four stone and brick walls were left standing. The warehouse is about 200 feet long and 50 feet 

in width. On each side of it there were fixed landing stages for the reception of goods. The damage 

done to the building is estimated at about £3,400, and the total damage, including goods stored in 

the building, is between £10,000 and £20,000. (Manchester Examiner, 22 December 1855) 
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1856 
January 

The East Lancashire Railway announce that as from 1st January 1856 their services will be extended 

from Colne to Skipton and all passengers to and from the MR will change at Skipton in future. 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 January1856) 

Mr James Smithells, formerly secretary of the East Lancashire Railway, has been appointed general 

manager. Mr Myles Fenton is his successor as secretary. (Herapath, 12 January1856) 

Letter to the Editor […] my wife has today experienced both difficulty and uncivility at the new entrance 

to Victoria station on Ducie Bridge. She went to the town by omnibus, intending to meet a lady expected to 

arrive by one of the Yorkshire trains, and, of course, got out on the bridge, opposite the entrance in question. 

On arrival at the lodge she was accosted by the porter in charge of the door, who demanded to know, in a 

rude tone, where she was going. He was informed that she wished to meet the train about to arrive at the 

station, when he replied, “I have no orders to allow people to go to meet trains” and refused to permit her to 

pass. She was, therefore, compelled to go round by Long Millgate; and after hurrying at an inconvenient 

speed, she found, on reaching the station, that the train had arrived, and the lady she expected to meet had 

been compelled to find her way to my house in the best manner she could. The directors of the railway have 

conferred a great benefit on the public living in this neighbourhood by opening the entrance from the bridge, 

and I feel sure that when their attention is called to the subject, they will not limit that benefit to the 

individuals who may have arrived, or intend to depart by train, to the exclusion of those who may wish to 

meet them, or see them off; but will give such orders as may prevent a recurrence of the inconvenience I 

have mentioned. I enclose my card, which can be given to anyone making inquiries on the subject. F T 

Cheetham Hill. 9th January 1856. (Manchester Examiner, 15 January1856) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for fifty new flat bottoms for carrying cloth upon the 

railway. (Manchester Examiner, 17 January1856) 

The trial trip of the magnificent steamer “Prince Patrick” built by Messrs Vernon & Sons, of Liverpool, 

for the Fleetwood and Belfast trade, took place on Saturday, 26th January 1856. There was a large 

party of gentlemen on board, officially connected with the company to which the steamer belongs, 

and with the L&YR and LNW railways. (Manchester Examiner, 31 January1856)  

February 
The East Lancashire Railway announce tenders for the erection of a level crossing cottage at Hagside, 

near Bury. (Manchester Examiner, 2February1856) 

The joint committee of the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways invite tenders for the supply of 300 

tons of good hard paving sets, 7 ins by 10 ins and 4 ins in thickness. To be delivered in railway 

waggons at the Salford goods station. (Manchester Examiner, 5February1856) 

At the quarterly meeting of Manchester City Council held on Wednesday, 6th February 1856 the 

markets committee reported that Mr George Wilson and Mr William Cawkwell, on behalf of the 

L&YR Company, met the deputation of the markets committee with reference to the rental to be 

paid for the arches intended to be erected in the  wholesale fish market in Great Ducie Street, as 

well as the length of the lease to be granted for the same, if taken by the corporation; and after a 

long discussion, an offer was made, subject to the approval of the markets committee, of £200 per 

annum for the whole of the market, arches, and premises, as proposed to be erected by the 

company for a term of twenty one years. The following resolution was passed upon the subject by 

the markets committee at a meeting on the first instant; “That the directors of the L&YR be informed 

that the committee will take the wholesale fish market, arches, and premises on lease for twenty one years, 

upon the terms stated.” (Manchester Examiner, 7February1856) 
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Of the excellence of the accommodation to be found in the Fleetwood and Belfast Company’s 

steamers we can speak of from experience. The cabins and their appurtenances include every 

requisite convenience, and while a good speed is kept up in steaming over the channel, the utmost 

regard is paid to safety; and, from the constant plying between Fleetwood and Belfast, the captains 

are enabled to follow, with very little variation, the same well-ascertained course on all occasions. 

Every evening steamers leave Fleetwood and Belfast simultaneously, putting their cargoes on the 

opposite shore at an early hour next morning. So successful has this company been in meeting the 

requirements of the north of Ireland, that increased patronage has just rendered it necessary to add 

another steamer to the line. This vessel is named the Port Patrick, and is as fine a paddle steamer as 

we can remember to have seen. Her length overall is 247 feet 6 inches; between perpendiculars 225 

feet; breadth of beam, 25 feet; tonnage, 705 tons. The engines, made by Messrs James Watt & Son, 

of London, are on the oscillating principle, the diameter of the cylinder being 66 inches, the length of 

stroke 6 feet 6 inches and the horse power 320. The ship is a smart make, and was built by Messrs 

Vernon & Sons of Liverpool and her average speed is 17 or 18 miles an hour. The vessel, which will 

be put regularly on the station next week, made her first trip to Belfast on Thursday last, in which 

she acquitted herself to the satisfaction of all on board. (Engineer, 8 February 1856, p.65) 

The joint committee of the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways invite tenders for slow grown larch 

sleepers, nine feet long, 10 inches by 5 inches. 3,000 to be delivered at Exchange station, Liverpool 

and 2,000 at Salford station. The sleepers must not be less than 10 in by 5 ins at the smaller end, the 

bark being stripped off before delivery. (Manchester Examiner, 21 February 1856) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 20th February 1856. 

It was reported that “a portion of the Bacup line had been re-laid, as it had been found totally 

impossible to work is satisfactorily with one line of rails” […]. Mr Eborall had left their company to 

improve his position at the close of the last half year. Mr Smithells, late secretary, was eminently 

qualified for the position of general manager to which they had appointed him. Mr Myles Fenton was 

an old servant with a new name. He had received his first training in the company’s office, and had 

now returned to them again […] their directors had made an arrangement with the Midland 

Company to work their railway from Colne to Skipton […]. The large amount of traffic now using 

the branch through Rawtenstall to Bacup, renders it desirable that immediate steps should be taken 

for laying a double line of rails on a portion of that branch…the sum of two hundred pounds be 

contributed from the revenue of the company, in the current year, in aid of the company’s 

benevolent fund. (Manchester Examiner, 21February1856) 

Abstract of the directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 5th March 1856. (Manchester 

Examiner, 27 February1856) 

Advertisement for a meeting to be held on Thursday, 28th February 1856 for the purpose of 

procuring a good road over the river Irk at Mill Brow to Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 28 

February1856) 

The approach to Victoria station by Todd Street has long been a scandal to Manchester and a 

surprise to all our neighbours, who cannot understand how we should, for years, be content to 

make our way to the trains through a quagmire. But agitation is a recognised mode of getting rid of 

an English nuisance; and the railway road over the Irk, years ago denounced as a nuisance, is once 

more to be the subject of a little local agitation. We observe that a meeting on the subject is being 

held this (Thursday) evening. (Manchester Examiner, 28 February1856)    

A public meeting was held at the Boar’s head, Hyde’s Cross yesterday evening, at half past seven 

o’clock, for the purpose of devising some means to procure a goad road to the railway station, over 

the river Irk, at Mill Brow. For some years a committee of gentlemen have been associated together 

for the purpose of procuring a good road from the centre of the town to the railway station […]. 

They had seen the railway company, who were willing to do their part, if the Corporation 



1860 - 1869 

322 

Improvement Committee would do theirs. The chairman desired that this meeting would use their 

influence with the Improvement Committee for the purpose of inducing them to make a temporary 

road for the general convenience […]. Mr Peter Royle was, however, in favour of a permanent, and 

not a temporary improvement […]. A memorial to the improvement committee was agreed to. 

(Manchester Examiner, 29 February1856) 

[…] It was resolved to send a letter to the Improvement Committee stating that “this Mill Brow 

passage leads down an incline plane, over a low railed wooden bridge, up a steep hill, and finally up 

some half score of steps; the whole route usually dirty and slippery […]. This objectionable 

condition of the road is much aggravated by the fact that a most offensive smell from the river 

causes passengers to hurry past the low ground and bridge, or suffer a distressing nausea […].” The 

feeling of the meeting seemed strongly in favour of a permanent carriage way viaduct, to form a 

continuation of Todd Street, rather than a temporary footpath. (Manchester Guardian, 

29February1856) 

March 
The East Lancashire Railway meeting reports that during the past half year Mr Eborall has resigned 

his situation as general manager of the railway. The directors have appointed Mr Smithells in his 

place. (Herapath, 1 March 1856) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway. (Railway Times, 1 March 1856) 

Report of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway. (Herapath, 1 March 1856) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th March 1856. It was reported that 

711 waggons had been renewed by ones carrying five tons. Six first class carriages had been 

renewed, seventy four mixed bodies, seventy seven second class and ten third class, besides 

enlarging twenty six second class and twelve third class. (Manchester Examiner; Herapath & Railway 

Times, 8 March 1856) 

On Friday, 7th March 1856, at the invitation of the L&YR, members of the Manchester Lamp and 

Scavenging and Markets Committee proceeded to Goole by a special train to meet a number of 

farmers and others of the district from whence large supplies of potatoes were brought by rail 

regularly to the Manchester market. The business discussed was the extension of the supply and also 

that large quantities of manure be sent from Manchester to Goole and agreements were entered for 

preliminary trials. Members of the Markets Committee were principally interested in the supply of 

fish from the Yorkshire coast as they have made arrangements to lease for twenty one years at £200 

per year a commodious wholesale fish market, the erection of which has been commenced by the 

L&YR in Great Ducie Street adjoining Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 10 March 1856) 

The new fish market will have a frontage of 180 feet to Great Ducie Street, with an area of about 

2,000 square yards. The interior will have a clear height of 25 feet 6 inches, and the roof being 

supported by iron pillars and at each end will be a pair of massive iron gates. In the rear there will be 

seventy lofty arches to be used as stores, the arches being erected mainly to afford ground work for 

extending rails from the station, so as to allow fish waggons to be brought close to the market. 

Facilities will be provided for removing the baskets, etc., from the waggons and at once lowering or 

sliding them into the market. The market is to be erected in a very substantial manner; and there 

will be abundant means of ventilation and draining. The contractor is Mr R Neill, builder, 

Strangeways; and the work is to be completed by the end of May. When the new market is opened, 

wholesale fish dealing in Smithy Door will be discontinued and the much complained of nuisance to 

those passing in Victoria Street will end. (Manchester Guardian, 11 March 1856) 
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The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the maintenance of the permanent way and works; also 

for the formation and laying down of a second line of rails from Stubbins Junction to Rawtenstall, 

including all the works connected herewith. (Manchester Examiner, 15 March 1856) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the formation of an embankment and the taking down of a large viaduct 

near Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 15 March 1856) 

The tender of Thomas Stone accepted for the conversion of the Springs Branch viaduct into an 

embankment. (L&YR Minutes, 26 March 1856) 

The timetable of the Birkenhead, Lancashire and Cheshire Junction Railway as from 1st April 1856 

shows four trains from Chester to Victoria station and two on Sundays, and the same number from 

Victoria station. (Manchester Examiner, 28 March 1856) 

April 
The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station and station master 

house at Burscough; and for the erection of a booking office at Aintree. (Manchester Guardian, 9 

April 1856) 

A return from the East Lancashire Railway, for the last eight months; out of a stock of 1,600 wagons 

a total of 44 hot journals from brasses turning in their seats, 22 brasses destroyed, and 3 journals 

rendered unfit for use, exclusive of spoiled axle-boxes. On the contrary, with the wagons fitted with 

the improved axle-boxes and spring fittings, there has not been a single instance of a hot axle-box, 

although upwards of sixty sets have been in daily use for the last eight months. Paper before the 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers by William G Craggy Esq of Manchester, 19th December 1855. 

(Engineer, 25 April 1856) 

Tenders for doubling of the line from Stubbins Junction to Rawtenstall; W Watson £17,921; H 

Brownhill £15,720; L Hill £15,000; J Nowell £12,750; Smith & Scott £12,360; W D Cameron 

£10,700; J Taylor £9,661. The last accepted. J Nowell also tendered for the maintenance of the 

permanent way for seven years, retained in the hands of the company. (East Lancashire Railway 

Minutes, 28 April 1856) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for the privilege of selling books, newspapers, and periodicals at the stations 

on the company’s lines of railway. (Manchester Examiner, 2 May 1856) 

Report of a meeting of Liverpool Town Council to consider the recommendation of the Finance 

Committee to lease, in perpetuity, to the L&YR, the site of the old gaol and adjoining land in Great 

Howard Street. (Manchester Guardian, 8 May 1856) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Radcliffe; a 

passenger station at Newchurch; and waiting rooms at Stacksteads. (Manchester Guardian, 10 May 

1856) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Herapath, 10 May 1856) 

In consequence of the numerous accidents which have occurred to persons while crossing the lines 

of railway at Preston station, the directors and managers of the L&YR and LNWR Companies have 

erected a covered passage from one side of the station to the other. The passage is approached 

from each side by flights of stairs, constructed in such a manner as to render them easy access to 

the public. It is lighted from the roof, and presents a striking contrast to the dark station beneath. 

The south west end of the station has also been enlarged about fifty yards, and now extends the full 

length of the iron roof. Several other improvements have also been made by the East Lancashire 
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Company who have erected a large and commodious goods warehouse to meet the increasing 

traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 12 May 1856; Herapath, 17 May 1856) 

Report of a petition against the decision to sell the Liverpool Borough Gaol to the L&YR. 

(Manchester Guardian, 14 May 1856) 

The surveyor of the Liverpool Dock Trustees has just reported that the connexion between the 

lines of railways belonging to the trustees, at the north end of Sandon Dock, and the high lines of the 

railway communicating with the L&YR and LNW railways are now completed, and that a circuit by 

rail is now complete on the dock quays.(Engineer, 30 May 1856, p.294) 

June 
“It is the usual practise of this (the L&YR) and other companies to carry corpses in horse boxes.” 

Resolved, that it is inexpedient to provide a special vehicle for the carriage of corpses. (L&YR

Minutes, 11 June 1856) 

The East Lancashire Railway Company have adopted means similar to those some years since 

started by some of the metropolitan companies, to induce building operations in the vicinity of their 

line. To any person who will build houses within two miles of their stations at Maghull, Ormskirk, 

Burscough, or Town Green, of the clear annul value of £50 per annum, they guarantee the privilege 

of nominating a resident, who shall travel free, as a first class passenger, between these places and 

the Liverpool Exchange station, during a term varying from seven to eighteen years, according to the 

position of the houses erected. (The Builder, 16 June 1856) 

The wholesale fish market erected in Great Ducie Street by the L&YR is to be opened on 

Wednesday, 25th June 1856. (Manchester Guardian, 21 June 1856) 

We have already given some particulars respecting the wholesale fish market, which has been for 

some time past in course of construction, by the L&YR Company, near the Victoria station, in Great 

Ducie Street. The necessity for a new market arose from the nuisance of the fish traffic, now very 

extensive, having to be carried in the narrow lane of the Old Shambles, and at the front of the retail 

market in Victoria Street, the causeway of which was often completely blocked up. An arrangement 

was therefore made by the Markets Committee and the City Council with the railway company, 

who undertook the building of the market, which is leased for a long term to the Committee, at 

£230 per annum.  

The accommodation for the wholesale dealers consist of seven arches (all let), supplied internally 

with water and well drained. In front of these there is a lofty roof, with a side shade for two or 

three yards from the top, but open at the lower portion, and fronting to a spacious yard. Beneath 

this covering, the floor of which is flagged, the business of the dealers was yesterday morning, for 

the first time, carried on. The various carts, hand-carts, and other vehicles were placed in the yard, 

to which there is access from Great Ducie Street by two large gates. An office has also been built in 

the yard, where accounts can be kept, and payments made. The wholesale dealers dined together in 

celebration of the opening. There is a marked alteration for the better in Victoria Street in 

consequence of the change which has taken place. (Manchester Examiner, 26 June 1856) 

July 
The long pending dispute between the L&YR and the East Lancashire Railway, as to the amount of 

toll payable by the latter company for the use of the Clifton and Manchester railway, previous to 

their becoming joint owners of that line in 1853, was decided by the House of Lords on Monday last, 

30th June 1855. The case came on appeal from the Exchequer Chamber, at the instance of the L&YR

Company; and the question involved the sum of about £30,000 claimed by that company for extra 

toll. There were present, besides the chancellor, ten judges, who gave a unanimous judgement in 



1860 - 1869 

325 

favour of the East Lancashire Company, entirely disallowing the claim. (Manchester Examiner, 3 July 

1856; Herapath & Railway Times, 5 July 1856) 

The LNWR announce the opening of the branch railway from Greenfield to Oldham on Saturday, 5th

July 1856. (Manchester Guardian, 4 July 1856) 

The railway strike at Liverpool may be considered as at an end. New hands have supplied the places 

of the old ones, and so satisfactorily (owing to the instructions afforded by the few clerks and 

porters who remained) that the company refused to receive back the old hands who solicited re-

instatement at the old rate without increased duties. (Herapath, 5 July 1856) 

The new branch of the LNWR line to Oldham was opened for passenger traffic on Friday, 4th July. 

The line is only four miles in length, and its opening will shorten the journey through L&Y to the east 

coast by about twenty miles, a most important consideration to gentlemen travelling in that 

direction. (Engineer, 11 July 1856, p.378) 

The increase of traffic during the past half year ending June 30th as compared with the corresponding 

period of last year amounted on the East Lancashire Railway to £17,431, or 12 per cent; on the 

L&YR to £53,417, or 10½ per cent. (Engineer, 11 July 1856, p.378) 

The powerful steam hoist, employed to raise laden trucks from the level of the goods station of the 

L&YR, in Irwell Street, Salford, to the level of the railway, suddenly gave way on Monday last, 14th

July 1856. A laden truck was at a considerable height, when two of the four staples to which the four 

corner chains are attached broke, and the truck and massive hoist fell to the bottom. The truck was 

smashed, and the two men on top of it were in immediate danger of losing their lives. One escaped 

with slight concussion but the other was so much injured as to render necessary his removal to the 

Royal Infirmary. (Manchester Examiner, 17 July 1856) 

The East Lancashire Railway advertise that first class season tickets are now granted at £10 per 

annum between Manchester and Molyneux stations and at £15 per annum between Manchester and 

Ringley Road stations. (Manchester Examiner, 26 July 1856) 

The long pending arbitration, as to the cost of the Preston railway station, between the lessees of 

the North Union Railway and the East Lancashire Railway Company, has this week been concluded. 

The sole arbitrator was Mr Isambard Kingdom Brunel. The award is near £30,000, which sum has to 

be paid by the East Lancashire Company on the first of September next. (Manchester Examiner, 26 

July 1856) 

The struggle of the East Lancashire Railway to obtain access and fair play in the joint station at 

Preston has been decided by I K Brunel who has decided that the East Lancashire Railway is entitled 

to free access and unmolested occupancy of the station upon payment, by 1st September 1856, of 

the sum of £30,000. (Railway Times, 2 August 1856) 

August 
Mr Edward Moxon, East Lancashire Railway goods manager, had his leg broken in an accident on 

Saturday, 26th July 1856, when he jumped from the engine of a passenger train just as it collided with 

another engine which was being shunted across the line outside the locomotive shed at Bury. 

(Railway Times, 2 August 1856) 

In the report of the directors of the East Lancashire Railway it was stated that the principal 

expenditure during the past half year was on the locomotive workshops and doubling the Stubbins 

to Rawtenstall line. (Manchester Examiner, 5 August 1856) 

An accident occurred on Monday evening, 4th August 1856 on the East Lancashire Railway near 

Ewood Bridge […]. The last ordinary train leaves Manchester at 7.00pm and attached to it, for 
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Bacup, three additional third class carriages […] (at) Ramsbottom the branch line to Bacup begins. A 

train, called the branch train, runs periodically between Ramsbottom and Bacup, and this train met 

the 7.00pm through train from Manchester at Ramsbottom. The three additional carriages were 

then detached…and attached to the branch train which then consisted, in all of five carriages […] 

(the branch train) was going at the rate of twenty five of thirty miles an hour, when the engine, 

weighing upwards of twenty tons […] ran off the line […] it heeled right over, turning in fact a 

somersault over the embankment, and dragging in its wake nearly the whole of the train, the three 

third class carriages being smashed to pieces […]. It is somewhat singular that the same engine, 

Aurora, got off the lines in January last, not a hundred yards from the place where the accident 

occurred on Monday evening. (Manchester Examiner, 6 August 1856; Herapath & Railway Times, 9 

August 1856) 

A goods warehouse is being erected by the East Lancashire Railway at Radcliffe station. (Manchester 

Examiner, 7 August 1856) 

The East Lancashire Railway directors report records that expenditure has been made principally on 

the locomotive works at Bury, doubling the line from Stubbins to Rawtenstall, making permanent, or 

enlarging, station accommodation at Stubbins, Nelson, Church, Helmshore and Bacup. (Railway 

Times, 9 August 1856) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 13th August 1856. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 August 1856; Railway Times & Herapath, 16 August 1856) 

The Joint Committee of Directors of the L&YR and East Lancashire Railway Companies announce 

tenders for cleaning and painting the Salford passenger station large roof and walls. (Manchester 

Examiner, 28 August 1856) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR. (Manchester Examiner, 28 August 1856; Railway Times, 30 

August 1856) 

The half yearly meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Thursday, 28th August 1856. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 August 1856; Railway Times, 30 August 1856; Herapath, 13 September 

1856) 

Report of the death of Mr Edward Moxon, the East Lancashire Railway goods manager, who died on 

Wednesday, 20th August 1856 following an accident on Saturday, 26th July 1856 whilst he was 

travelling to his residence, Howden Hall, Radcliffe. He died from the effects of lockjaw. (Railway 

Times, 30 August 1856) 

September 
The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 3rd September 1856. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 September 1856; Railway Times & Herapath, 6 September 1856) 

Notice of the Blackburn Railway extensions; Bolton to Manchester and Chatburn to the North 

Western Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 13 September 1856) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the Middleton branch railway. (Manchester Guardian, 13 September 

1856) 

The tender of George Thompson, £10,200, accepted for the Middleton branch railway. (L&YR

Minutes, 24 September 1856) 

October 
Report of an accident between Blackburn and Bamber Bridge. (Railway Times, 11 October 1856) 
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Mr Emmett has made sample “loose boxes” for carrying coal. “I propose two boxes, to hold about 

2¼ tons each, to be carried in one iron bottom wagon, and I also suggest that three or four wagons 

be made specially to carry three boxes each (which would be the cheapest way of working this 

traffic)”. This, “combined with the hydraulic cranes, will be very complete for shipping coals, both 

economically and with the smallest possible damage”. For use at Liverpool Docks. 

Approved, “subject to Mr Emmett ascertaining that they are adapted to the batches of vessels, and 

also to the cranes now in course of erection by the Liverpool Dock Trustees”. (L&YR Minutes, 15 

October 1856) 

Immediately west of where the railway crosses Greengate, Salford, stands an engine shed, about 200 

feet in length. The roof is iron, and slated. Yesterday morning, 23rd October, 1856 indications were 

given that the slates were too heavy for the iron in its now oxidised state, after from twelve to 

thirteen years’ exposure to the weather, and a number of hands were set to work to remove the 

slating. They had lightened the roof at the west half of the shed, and, about half past ten, while doing 

the same at the east end, the roof for about sixty feet from the end gave way, and fell with a crash 

to the ground, and on top of the engines which were there under repair. There were six men in the 

shed at the time; three who were on the ground escaped entirely unhurt, but three who were on 

ladders, loosening the slates in the inside and handing them to their fellows on the outside, were 

slightly injured by falling iron and slates. (Manchester Examiner, 24 October  1856) 

Tables of comparison between the L&YR and the GNR. (Railway Times, 25 October 1856) 

The East Lancashire Railway is engaged in making preliminary surveys for the extension of the line 

into Yorkshire. (Engineer, 31 October 1856, p.594) 

November 
The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of stables (to contain stalls for twenty nine 

horses), two loose boxes, stable keepers house and other conveniences at Preston station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 November 1856) 

Notice of application to Parliament by the East Lancashire Railway for a bill to build a railway from 

Colne to Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 12 November 1856) 

One wagon, with loose boxes, for coal traffic, to be ready for inspection at the next meeting of the 

Rolling Stock Committee. 

Messrs William Fairbairn request to try a tank engine built for Italy by working L&YR trains between 

Manchester and Oldham. Permission granted, “this company to be at no expense and Fairbairn’s to take 

all risk and responsibility in the matter”. (L&YR Minutes, 12 November 1856) 

A meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Wednesday, 12th November 1856 to consider 

the propriety of authorising the directors to apply to Parliament for the Colne and Bradford Railway 

Bill. (Manchester Guardian, 13 November 1856; Railway Times & Herapath, 15 November 1856) 

Notice of application to Parliament by the Blackburn Railway for an act to sell the railway to the 

L&YR and East Lancashire Railways. (Manchester Guardian, 14 November 1856) 

The sample wagon, with loose boxes, for coal inspected today at Victoria station, Manchester, was 

approved and is to be forwarded to Liverpool forthwith. (L&YR Minutes, 26 November 1856) 

December 
A meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Thursday, 4th December 1856 for the purpose of 

authorising the directors to apply to Parliament, in the next session, for an act for the construction 

of lines from the present terminus at Chatburn, to join the North Western Railway near Settle 
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station; and from a point near the company’s terminus at Bolton by Radcliffe, Radcliffe Bridge, Stand, 

Whitefield, Prestwich, Broughton and Cheetham Hill to Manchester. (Manchester Examiner, 6 

December 1856) 

The new branch railway from the Oldham junction of the L&YR to Lark Hill, Tonge, which is about 

200 yards from the Market Place, Middleton, is progressing rapidly. The length of this new branch is 

nearly one and a quarter miles; there are upwards of 300 persons employed in constructing it, and 

we understand it is expected to be completed at the latter end of March or the beginning of April. 

(Manchester Examiner, 6 December 1856) 

The wagons fitted with loose boxes “had given much satisfaction” at Liverpool. A number of others 

completed and sent for use at Wigan. (L&YR Minutes, 10 December 1856) 

The whole of the thirty three wagons (each with three loose boxes) will be completed in the course of 

next week. (L&YR Minutes, 23 December 1856) 

A great improvement has been effected at the Mumps station of the L&YR, by the erection of a 

substantial roof or covering, extending from one end of the platform to the other. It is ornamental 

in appearance, and will contribute much to the comfort of passengers by protecting them from the 

inclemency of the weather. (Manchester Examiner, 27 December 1856) 
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1857 
January 

A meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 14th January 1856 to consider and decide upon a 

proposed arrangement between the L&YR and the East Lancashire Railway for uniting and 

consolidating into one concern the traffic and business of the two companies. The resolution was 

adopted. (Manchester Guardian, 15 January1857; Herapath & Railway Times, 17 January1857) 

An extra-ordinary meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Friday, 16th January 1857 to 

consider amalgamation with the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 17 January1857; Herapath & Railway 

Times, 24 January1857) 

The East Lancashire Railway are repairing the roof of their station at Blackburn. The roof, which is 

mostly built of wood, has long required it. (Manchester Examiner, 17January1857) 

A L&YR engine driver and guard were killed at Sough station when a locomotive boiler exploded on 

Monday, 19th January 1857. The fireman, who was under the engine, survived. The driver 

Greenwood’s family will receive £50 and the guard Young’s family £37-10-0d from the company 

insurance fund. (Railway Times, 24 January1857) 

Salford Court of Record heard a claim arising from the accident on the East Lancashire Railway near 

Ewood Bridge on 4th August 1856. (Railway Times, 31 January1857) 

February 
Report of the L&YR directors for the meeting on 4th March 1857. (Manchester Examiner, 

25February1857; Railway Times, 28February1857) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway directors for the meeting to be held on 27th February 1857. 

(Manchester Examiner, 26February1857; Railway Times, 28February1857 & 7 March 1857) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Friday, 27th February 1857. 

(Manchester Guardian & Railway Times, 28February1857; Herapath, 7 March 1857) 

March 
The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 4th March 1857. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 March 1857; Railway Times & Herapath, 7 March 1857) 

A meeting was held on Wednesday, 4th March 1857 at Oldham town hall to petition in favour of the 

proposed Oldham, Ashton and Guide Bridge  Railway in response to a petition by the L&YR against 

the proposed railway. (Manchester Examiner, 7 March 1857) 

The Rolling Stock Committee to visit Miles Platting and Bury to examine the capabilities of the two 

companies as respects the workshops with a view to the possible amalgamation of the two 

workshops 

L&YR initials to be placed on new carriages now being built for the East Lancashire Railway. Mr Fay 

to furnish the East Lancashire Railway with progressive numbers of the carriages. 

East Lancashire Railway wagon stock consisted of 1,531 goods wagons, 77 cattle wagons, 38 timber 

wagons, 95 coal wagons, 40 coke wagons, 40 ballast wagons, 26 goods wagons, 25 break vans, 

totalling 1,872; there were also 72 carts and lurries. They also have 200 goods wagons and 4 break 

vans in course of construction by Hilley. At the workshops they have twelve or fourteen they are 

about to rebuild. (L&YR Minutes, 10 March 1857) 
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Contract time for the Middleton branch is 1st June 1857, “but it can easily be opened on 1st May if 

desired”. One storey building to be erected on down (sic) side at Middleton by George Thomson at 

his schedule of prices, estimate £450. To contain booking office, general waiting room, ladies waiting 

room, closets and urinals. (L&YR Minutes, 11 March 1857) 

At the Manchester City Council meeting held on Wednesday, 18th March 1857 it was recorded in 

the minutes of the Cheetham Committee that the proposed new line of the Blackburn Railway 

intended to cross Waterloo Road and South Hall Street on bridges only 25 feet wide and 15 feet 

high which are regarded as most ridiculous. The Town Clerk said that he had no doubt that means 

would be found for preventing the company carrying out their proposal. (Manchester Examiner, 19 

March 1857) 

Report of the East Lancashire Railway special meeting. (Railway Times, 28 March 1857) 

April 
East Lancashire Railway carriage stock; 50 first class, 20 composite, 70 second class, 77 third class, 21 

luggage vans, 12 horse boxes, 6 carriage trucks, 2 parcel carts, total 258. Thirty two passenger 

locomotives, twenty six effective; thirty one goods locomotives, twenty five effective. (L&YR

Minutes, 1 April 1857) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a large warehouse at Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 4 

April 1857) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Herapath, 11 April 1857) 

The L&YR invite tenders for repairs and alterations of the large roof of Liverpool passenger station. 

(Manchester Examiner, 15 April 1857) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the extension of the Skelmersdale branch railway to 

Rainford, about 3 miles. (Manchester Guardian, 16 April 1857) 

Tenders of George Thomson, £7,500, for a new warehouse on the Liverpool Dock branch and £7,800 

for covering over the area between the warehouse and the railway, accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 22 April 

1857) 

Mr Taylor making better progress on doubling the line from Stubbins to Rawtenstall. (East Lancashire 

Railway Minutes, 22 April 1857) 

Great dissatisfaction has been felt by the manufacturers of Blackburn at the expense and annoyance 

they are subjected to by the East Lancashire and L&YR Railways. A meeting was held to take into 

consideration the propriety of petitioning Parliament in favour of the proposed extension of the 

Blackburn Railway from Bolton to Manchester and from Chatburn to Settle. (Engineer, 24 April 

1857, p340) 

The L&YR announce the opening of the Middleton branch railway on and after Friday, 1st May 1857. 

(Manchester Guardian, 25 April 1857) 

The Board of Trade authorise the opening of the Middleton branch on 1st May1857 providing the 

outer rail of the curve near the junction is super-elevated six inches instead of five inches as at 

present. Trains not to exceed eight miles per hour over this curve. (L&YR Minutes, 29 April 1857) 

Third class carriages, numbers 99, 100, 101 and 102, built by the L&YR delivered to the East 

Lancashire Railway. (L&YR Minutes, 29 April 1857) 
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May 
As early as six o’clock yesterday morning, Friday, 1st May 1857 a large concourse of people 

assembled at Middleton station and along the whole branch line to the Oldham Junction to witness 

the opening of the new line, which is one mile and six chains in length. At a quarter past six the first 

train started for Manchester. Many persons availed themselves of a ride to the Oldham Junction, the 

charge for which is one penny. There are nine passenger trains per day each way. The line was 

commenced on 14th October last under the superintendence of Mr Thompson. The newly erected 

station is in Lark Hill, Tonge, and is about a quarter mile from the Market Place, Middleton. It is a 

beautiful structure and has been erected in the short space of one month under the superintendence 

of Mr Mark Briggs of Manchester. (Manchester Examiner, 2 May 1857) 

The subject of improving railway breaks has long occupied attention, and many attempts have been 

made to apply the break to several carriages simultaneously, by one moving power. Our reporter 

had, on Friday, 1st May 1857 an opportunity of witnessing some experiments upon a plan patented by 

Mr Charles Fay, superintendent of the carriage making department of the L&YR, at Miles Platting.  

The appliance was attached to two large new carriages, which are themselves deserving of notice. 

They are made of East Indian teak, each being thirty three feet long. One of them has six 

compartments, besides the van, the other has seven compartments, there being three of the first 

class in the centre, and two second class at either end. This carriage accommodates seventy two 

persons. The ordinary Ashton train, which these two carriages replace, consisted of six carriages, 

weighing thirty tons, and holding 149 persons; the new ones weigh only 16 tons 3 cwt 2qts, and 

accommodate 144 persons; there is, therefore, a saving of nearly one half the dead weight. Much of 

this is gained by the reduction in wheels and axles, since six carriages require twenty four wheels, 

whereas two merely require eight. They are very lofty, and there is less oscillation and what in sea 

phrase is called pitching, than in the shorter kind.  

Mr Fay’s patent break consists of a horizontal bar, 1¼ inch, running under the centre of the 

carriages; this is revolved by a vertical shaft, which at its junction with the bar, at the bottom, has 

upon it the worms of a screw, which works into screw cogs on the shaft, so that when the guard 

turns the shaft at the top, it also turns the horizontal bar. Under the middle of each carriage there is 

an axle, from the centre of which projects, in an inward direction, a quadrant, whose rim is toothed, 

and is removed by a worm on the horizontal bar. When the quadrant is acted upon, by the guard 

revolving the shaft, the movement of the axle forces out the rods connected with the breaks to each 

pair of wheels, and this can be done by one man, so as completely to scotch them. As the bar (in 

order to work the quadrant) requires to be rigid laterally but expansive longitudinally, so as to allow 

for variable distances between carriages, one end is square and slides in a hollow square portion of 

the corresponding part, like a telescope.  

There is a simple mode of coupling and of throwing the apparatus in or out of gear, when the break 

carriages are employed singly or otherwise; nor does it matter which end the carriages are turned 

towards each other. The break clogs continue equally operative until they are nearly worn out, as 

the cogged quadrant adapts itself to the gradual wear. An experiment with this break was made on 

Friday afternoon, with the two large carriages referred to, during its trip to Stalybridge and back. 

The break was applied at intervals, by the direction, chiefly, of Mr Blackmore, superintendent of the 

passenger department of the L&YR line, without the engineer being informed of it; and although full 

steam was still kept on, there was instantly felt a tendency to fall forward, in consequence of the 

checked momentum, and the train could be brought to a stand, in spite of the engine’s power. At 

the suggestion of the representatives of the press, fog signals were laid upon the rails, at unknown 

places, in order that the distance might be measured from the points at which they exploded, to 

those at which the train was arrested. The first experiment, in this way, was made after leaving 

Stalybridge, when running into Ashton. The train was at an ordinary speed when the signal exploded; 

the new break was applied, and the steam shut off, but the engine not reversed, nor the tender 
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break used. The train stopped in 16 seconds, the distance run being 110 yards. It was next decided 

to employ all the arresting power, as in the case of some danger becoming suddenly visible. The 

signal was heard when the train was going down the gradient of 1 in 25 (sic), opposite the engine 

shed at Miles Platting, at the rate of about 25 miles per hour. In 12 or 13 seconds the train became 

stationary, having only travelled 76 yards. This distance is very short, and there can be no doubt that 

it is within what it would have been, had there been several carriages without breaks, as their 

momentum would then have to be also overcome, but Mr Fay’s break is, from the nature of its 

construction, very certain in its action, and as it entirely stops the wheels from revolving, it is not 

necessary to see how it could be more effective. (Manchester Examiner, 5 May 1857; Railway Times 

9 May 1857; Engineer, 15 May-1857, p.400) 

The tender of Thomas Stone, £14,844-14-11d, accepted for the construction of the Skelmersdale 

branch. Tenders received from George Thomson and Thomas Stone for excavating in the triangle at 

Blue Pits station for sidings. (L&YR Minutes, 6 May 1857) 

A numerous party of gentlemen assembled at Victoria station, on Monday, to witness the trial of a 

new railway break on the L&YR. The ordinary train leaving the station for Ashton at five minutes 

past two, consisted of two new carriages only. Hitherto this train has numbered six carriages, each 

weighing five tons, and capable of carrying altogether 149 passengers. The new carriages measure 33 

feet in length, each containing seven compartments, and their total weight is only sixteen tons; they 

accommodate 144 passengers. To these carriages, which have just been made at the works at Miles 

Platting, Mr Charles Fay, the superintendent of the carriage department, has attached a break of his 

own invention, for which he obtained a patent a few days since.  

The characteristics of the break are simplicity, durability, and cheapness, and its operation was 

tested yesterday in the run to and from Stalybridge. On the return journey, a fog signal was placed at 

a level point on the line, between Stalybridge and Ashton. The instant that the report was heard the 

break was put on, the steam shut off, and the break of the engine applied. The engine, which was 

running at a speed of 30 miles per hour, with a pressure of steam of 100 lbs to the square inch, 

pulled up in 110 yards, and in the space of 16 seconds. A second trial was made on a descending 

gradient of 1 in 37, near Miles Platting, when the engine was going at the rate of 40 miles per hour. 

In addition to the means for stopping the train employed in the former experiment, the engine was 

on this occasion reversed, and came to a stand in 76 yards and in twelve seconds. (Engineer, 8 May 

1857, p.380) 

The subject of improving railway breaks has long occupied attention, and many attempts have been 

made to apply the break to several carriages simultaneously, by one moving power. Our reporter 

had, on Friday, 1st May 1857 an opportunity of witnessing some experiments upon a plan patented by 

Mr Charles Fay, superintendent of the carriage making department of the L&YR, at Miles Platting. 

The appliance was attached to two large new carriages, which are themselves deserving of notice.  

They are made of East Indian teak, each being thirty three feet long. One of them has six 

compartments, besides the van, the other has seven compartments, there being three of the first 

class in the centre, and two second class at either end. This carriage accommodates seventy two 

persons. The ordinary Ashton train, which these two carriages replace, consisted of six carriages, 

weighing thirty tons, and holding 149 persons; the new ones weigh only 16 tons 3 cwt 2qts, and 

accommodate 144 persons; there is, therefore, a saving of nearly one half the dead weight. Much of 

this is gained by the reduction in wheels and axles, since six carriages require twenty four wheels, 

whereas two merely require eight. They are very lofty, and there is less oscillation and what in sea 

phrase is called pitching, than in the shorter kind. Mr Fay’s patent break consists of a horizontal bar, 

1¼ inch, running under the centre of the carriages; this is revolved by a vertical shaft, which at its 

junction with the bar, at the bottom, has upon it the worms of a screw, which works into screw 

cogs on the shaft, so that when the guard turns the shaft at the top, it also turns the horizontal bar. 
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Under the middle of each carriage there is an axle, from the centre of which projects, in an inward 

direction, a quadrant, whose rim is toothed, and is removed by a worm on the horizontal bar.  

When the quadrant is acted upon, by the guard revolving the shaft, the movement of the axle forces 

out the rods connected with the breaks to each pair of wheels, and this can be done by one man, so 

as completely to scotch them. As the bar (in order to work the quadrant) requires to be rigid 

laterally but expansive longitudinally, so as to allow for variable distances between carriages, one end 

is square and slides in a hollow square portion of the corresponding part, like a telescope. There is a 

simple mode of coupling and of throwing the apparatus in or out of gear, when the break carriages 

are employed singly or otherwise; nor does it matter which end the carriages are turned towards 

each other. The break clogs continue equally operative until they are nearly worn out, as the cogged 

quadrant adapts itself to the gradual wear. An experiment with this break was made on Friday 

afternoon, with the two large carriages referred to, during its trip to Stalybridge and back.  

The break was applied at intervals, by the direction, chiefly, of Mr Blackmore, superintendent of the 

passenger department of the L&YR line, without the engineer being informed of it; and although full 

steam was still kept on, there was instantly felt a tendency to fall forward, in consequence of the 

checked momentum, and the train could be brought to a stand, in spite of the engine’s power. At 

the suggestion of the representatives of the press, fog signals were laid upon the rails, at unknown 

places, in order that the distance might be measured from the points at which they exploded, to 

those at which the train was arrested.  

The first experiment, in this way, was made after leaving Stalybridge, when running into Ashton. The 

train was at an ordinary speed when the signal exploded; the new break was applied, and the steam 

shut off, but the engine not reversed, nor the tender break used. The train stopped in 16 seconds, 

the distance run being 110 yards. It was next decided to employ all the arresting power, as in the 

case of some danger becoming suddenly visible. The signal was heard when the train was going down 

the gradient of 1 in 25 (sic), opposite the engine shed at Miles Platting, at the rate of about 25 miles 

per hour. In 12 or 13 seconds the train became stationary, having only travelled 76 yards. This 

distance is very short, and there can be no doubt that it is within what it would have been, had there 

been several carriages without breaks, as their momentum would then have to be also overcome, 

but Mr Fay’s break is, from the nature of its construction, very certain in its action, and as it entirely 

stops the wheels from revolving, it is not necessary to see how it could be more effective. (Engineer, 

15 May1857, p.400) 

Tender of Messrs. Farrell & Brownhill, £4,822-16-6d, accepted for new head offices at Manchester. 

“To obviate the necessity for placing the luggage upon the roof” one experimental first class carriage 

to be built with compartments at each end for luggage, at estimated extra cost of £25. (L&YR Minutes, 

13 May 1857) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for 100 tons of firewood delivered in wagons at any of 

their stations. (Manchester Examiner, 16 May 1857) 

Mr Thomas Stones’ application dismissed for an addition of £472-17-9d to his tender for the 

Skelmersdale branch, he having omitted to include one page of items in his total. (L&YR Minutes, 20 

May 1857) 

Mr Gregson’s tender, £3,450, accepted for repairs to the roof of Exchange station, Liverpool, (L&YR

Minutes, 27 May 1857) 

George Thomson, contractor, having offered £400 for engine 129, the boiler of which exploded at 

Sough station on 19th January 1856, provided it be first put into good working order. Resolved, that it 

be left to Mr Jenkins to make the best bargain he can and report. 
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Thomson offers to execute the work of excavation at Blue Pits station on the south side of the main 

line at an increase of 2½ / Cubic yard on 20,000 Cubic yards (extra £208). Mr Thomson agreed after 

discussion to accept the contract at £50 less than above, and the work was let to him. (L&YR Minutes, 

10 June 1857) 

The double line between Stubbins and Rawtenstall has been inspected and passed by the Board of 

Trade. “In another fortnight, I trust that the contractors will have completed the sidings and other 

works connected therewith”. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 17 June 1857)  

The amount of travelling to and from Manchester in Whit-week on the railway shows some 

interesting facts worthy of record. The number of passengers who travelled from Manchester by the 

L&YR during the Whit-week of 1856 and 1857 respectively, with the amounts paid; ordinary 

passengers in 1856, 30,083; in 1857, 43,107; excursionists, 1856, 2,391; 1857, 4,863; scholars and 

friends, 1856, 19,114 (cost £1,041-5-3d); 1857, 19,206 (cost, £1,175-17-8d); total in 1856, 51,591, at 

a cost of £4,008-7-7d; in 1857, 67,176, the amount being £5,243. Consequently, there has this 

Whitsuntide been an increase of 15,585 passengers over this line from Manchester, and an addition 

of £1,243-12-5d in the receipts of the company. Over the whole of the L&YR lines, for the two 

Whit-weeks, the numbers were 282,728 in 1856, and the amount £15,318-18-5d; 322,702 in 1857, 

and the amount, £17,798-13-9d, being an increase of 39,974 passengers, and of £2,479-15-4d, in the 

amount paid. (Engineer, 19 June 1857, p.499) 

Mr Jenkins reported that he had accepted the offer of £400 from Mr Thomson for locomotive No.129. 

(L&YR Minutes, 24 June 1857) 

July 
Paper by Charles Fay, carriage superintendent of the L&YR, to the Manchester Institution of 

Mechanical Engineers in Manchester, “On the Saving of Dead-weight in Passenger Trains”.  Carriages 

on the Oldham line of the L&YR. The carriages are made much longer, so that there are fewer 

wheels, axles, etc., effecting a saving in one class of 70lb weight per passenger. There was a saving of 

two fifths in the first class, as well as less wear and tear. A plan was exhibited of two carriages now 

in use, which carry the same number of passengers (within five) as six short carriages. Mr Fay 

thought there should be shows of rolling stock, so as, by comparison, to arrive ultimately at the best 

mode of construction and size. (Engineer, 3 July 1857, p.2) 

Report of an accident on the L&YR at Kirkby station when an excursion train returning to Wigan 

from Liverpool was run into by a luggage train running against a signal. The driver of the luggage train 

was taken into custody. (Railway Times, 4 July 1857) 

The doubling of the line from Stubbins to Rawtenstall now completed. (East Lancashire Railway 

Minutes, 15 July 1857) 

August 
Fay’s Railway Carriage brakes, Springs, etc. Patent dated 18th December 1856. Description with 

diagrams. (Engineer, 7 August 1857) 

The remaining twenty eight bays of the roof of Exchange station, Liverpool, to be removed by Mr 

Gregson at £115 per bay. Mr Stone has offered to convert Rufford viaduct into an embankment (about 

40,000 cubic yards) at 5/- per waggon load (somewhat less than 1/- per cubic yard) if the company 

will find him an engine and twelve waggons at £5 per day. He will convey spoil from the cuttings of 

the Skelmersdale branch extension, levelling and forming it round the piles. An arrangement to be 

entered into with Mr Stone, but in such a manner that the work can be stopped at any time. (East 

Lancashire Railway Minutes, 15 August 1857) 
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The report of the directors of the East Lancashire Railway for the meeting to be held on 28th August 

1857 includes the fact that the locomotive works at Bury had been completed together with the 

doubling of the line from Stubbins to Rawtenstall. (Manchester Guardian, 20 August 1857) 

The L&YR and LNW companies have each a station at Mumps, Oldham; and as the passengers have 

a long way to go round to get into the town, they have been in the habit of crossing the L&YR line, 

and going through the station. This being considered dangerous, a fence has been put up between 

the two lines, and notices posted intimating that parties crossing the line will be prosecuted for 

trespass. (Manchester Examiner, 22 August 1857) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 26 August 1857; Railway Times & 

Herapath, 29 August 1857) […]. It was stated that the renewal of the permanent way has been vigorously 

prosecuted during the half year, and, new rails being laid with what are termed “fish joints”. (Manchester 

Examiner, 26 August 1857) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway directors. (Manchester Guardian, 28 August 1857) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Friday, 28th August 1857. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 August 1857; Railway Times, 5 September 1857) 

September 
The new train now running between Manchester and Oldham “consists of three carriages weighing 

eight tons each and carrying 204 passengers. Its length is 108 feet. It is equal to eight carriages of the 

old set, which would weigh five tons each. Their untied length would be 176 feet. The new train, fully 

loaded, weighs no more than the empty carriages of the old train”. (L&YR Minutes, 1 September 

1857) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 2nd September 1857. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 September 1857; Railway Times, 5 September 1857) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Railway Times & Herapath, 5 September 1857) 

Correspondence relating to the L&YR, East Lancashire and Blackburn Railways. (Railway Times, 5 

September 1857) 

Notice of the formation the Lancashire Waggon Company Limited. Capital £60,000 in 6,000 shares 

of £10 each. Directors; Thomas Horrocks, St Marie’s Gate, Bury; Sylvester Lees, Ollivant Street, 

Bury; James Wrigley, Ash Meadow, near Bury; George Howarth, Plum Trees, Bury; James 

Whitehead, Water Street, Bury; James Newall, Manchester Road, Bury. Bankers: The Bury Banking 

Company. Solicitors, Messrs T A & J Grundy, Bury. Secretary, Mr G N Dauncey. 

The object of this company is to provide waggons, so much required in the mineral districts of 

Lancashire, Cheshire, Shropshire, Cumberland, and South Wales; it being well known that the 

resources of these counties remain greatly undeveloped in consequence of a want of mineral 

waggons. The company will be well supported by the railway companies and by coal and other 

mineral proprietors, several applications having been received for the hire of railway waggons for 

terms varying from two to five years. Shares to the extent of more than £4,000 having already been 

taken up, and it is at present proposed to issue a limited number only, an early application is very 

desirable . 

Prospectuses (showing that at least eight per cent may be confidently calculated upon for dividend, 

and six per cent for surplus), and all other information may be obtained on application to G N 

Dauncey, Secretary, 4 Market Street, Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 5 September 1857) 

Accident on 10th September 1857 at Knottingley. (Accident report, 30 October 1857) 
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Mr Hargreaves states that, without the directors’ authority, George Thomson had placed spoil on the 

company’s land at Liverpool, and that, before a brick of the new warehouse was put in, there was 

deviation from the original contract. Mr Meek to report. (L&YR Minutes, 9 September 1857) 

Accident on 18th September 1857. Approaching Helmshore from Accrington there are two signals, 

480 yards and 940 yards. The former, called the station signal, is worked from the platform by means 

of a wire and the latter, called the distant signal, is similarly worked from a point 140 yards within the 

former. The lever of the distant signal is placed at 340 yards from the platform. This is done partly for 

the sake of avoiding the use  of a longer wire and partly  to enable the guard of a goods train to turn it 

on directly he comes to it in approaching the station. This is a case in which the method sometimes 

adopted of causing the train to put on their own signal in passing might probably be employed with 

advantage. At present the distant signal is only used six times a day, when goods trains are engaged in 

shunting at the sidings. (Accident report) 

Estimated cost of doubling the Ardwick branch is £3,500. (L&YR Minutes, 23 September 1857) 

October 
The East Lancashire Railway meeting reported that the new locomotive works at Bury, which have 

been partially at work for some time, are now in full operation; the doubling of the line between 

Stubbins and Rawtenstall was completed in June last. Telegraph expense was £1,568. (Herapath, 10 

October 1857) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a grain warehouse and extension and 

alteration of the present goods warehouse at Rawtenstall. (Manchester Guardian, 17 October 1857) 

[…] the sidings (at Windsor Bridge) are in the charge of one man, and are protected by a distant 

signal, 450 yards on the up line and 380 yards on the down line, the handles which operate these 

signals are 109 yards apart. The cabin is close to one of these handles. There are no station signals at 

Pendleton but as is the case at other stations on this line the distant signals represent station signals. 

As there are from 100 to 120 trains passing along the line each day the electric telegraph should be 

provided for public safety and the traffic worked so that no two trains should be between adjoining 

stations at the same time. The L&YR superintendent was not aware that the rules were not observed 

but the East Lancashire Railway superintendent was […] (Accident report, 21 October 1857) 

The directors of the Blackburn Railway have decided to renew the application to Parliament for the 

extension of the railway from Bolton to Manchester. It was stated that a large plot of land had been 

purchased from Lord Ducie at a very moderate cost for the Manchester station. (Manchester 

Examiner, 23 October 1857) 

Work starting on a new warehouse belonging to James Whitaker contiguous to Helmshore station. 

(Manchester Examiner, 31 October 1857) 

November 
Letter complaining of the inadequate access to Victoria station from Todd Street. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 November 1857) 

Comment on access to Victoria station suggesting the arching over of the river Irk and the railway 

company taking over the land between the river and the station and bringing the entrance of the 

station to the end of Todd Street. This would give space for a large station and would do away with 

the frequent delays which now arise from the inadequate station accommodation. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 November 1857) 

In a case in the Court of Exchequer brought by the widow of Edward Vouse, who was a servant of 

the East Lancashire Railway at Liverpool. On the morning of his death he was set to repair a wagon 
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in a siding outside of which was another wagon which concealed him from view, and intercepted his 

sight of anything running into the siding. A goods train of the L&YR Company was shunted into the 

line where the deceased was at work, and striking the first wagon crushed him to death. It was 

proved that no workman could hear a bell rung by the pointsman before the train was shunted, by 

reason of the noise caused by himself, and the jury found that the death of Vouse was attributable to 

the negligence of the company in not having provided, by regulation, for the security of workpeople 

so placed. (Manchester Examiner, 9 November 1857) 

Notice of application to Parliament for a bill for the amalgamation of the L&YR and the East 

Lancashire Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 14 November 1857) 

Notice of application to Parliament for a bill for the amalgamation of the Blackburn Railway with the 

L&YR and East Lancashire Railway, jointly or severally. (Manchester Guardian, 14 November 1857) 

Letter mentioning a water fountain recently erected at Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 18 

November 1857) 

It appears that the long pending dispute between the Blackburn Railway and the L&YR was brought 

to a conclusion during the week by an arrangement entered into for the sale of the Blackburn 

Railway to the L&YR and East Lancashire companies. (Herapath, 21 November 1857) 

Some details of the terms by which the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways will take over the 

Blackburn Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 24 November 1857) 

Memorandum of agreement between the L&YR, East Lancashire and Blackburn Railways. (Railway 

Times, 28 November 1857) 

December 
Bescar Lane station was destroyed by fire on Wednesday, 2nd December, 1857. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 December 1857) 

At a meeting of the L&YR it was resolved to compel all employees to contribute to the company 

insurance scheme. About 4,000 out of 5,000 employees are members at present. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 December 1857) 

[…] less than 1,000 out of upwards of 5,000 of their servants had omitted to become members of 

an insurance society established in connection with the company, making a provision for the 

payment of a sum of money in cases of death to the surviving family, and of a weekly allowance in 

cases of disablement through accident, passed an order to compel the whole of their employees to 

join the institution, or to leave the service. It appears the directors pay £400 a year to the funds of 

the institution and the subscription of the workmen is so small as to be scarcely felt by them. 

(Manchester Examiner, 4 December 1857) 

The Oldham Tradesmen’s Association have requested the L&YR and LNW railways to erect a 

wooden bridge across the L&YR line at Mumps, in order that the public may have better access to 

both stations. (Manchester Examiner, 5 December 1857) 

An extra-ordinary meeting of the East Lancashire Railway held on Monday, 7th December 1857 

resolved to purchase, with the L&YR, the Blackburn Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 8 December 

1857) 

An extra-ordinary meeting of the Blackburn Railway held on Monday, 7th December 1857 agreed to 

the sale of the company to the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways. (Manchester Guardian, 8 

December 1857) 
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A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Monday, 7th December 1857 to consider a provisional 

arrangement for the purchase, by the company, in conjunction with the East Lancashire Railway, of 

the undertaking of the Blackburn Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 8 December 1857) 

The directors of the L&YR, finding that less than 1,000 out of upwards of 5,000 of their servants had 

omitted to become members of an insurance society established in connection with the company, 

making a provision for the payment of a sum of money in cases of death to the surviving family, and 

of a weekly allowance in cases of disablement through accident, passed an order to compel the 

whole of their employees to join the institution, or to leave the service. The directors pay £400 a 

year to the funds of the institution and the subscription of the workmen is so small as to be scarcely 

felt by them. (Engineer, 18 December 1857, p.467) 

The first transit of merchandise over the new railway from Rainford to St Helens took place on 

Saturday, 5th December 1857 when a large train of coals, upwards of twenty waggons and an engine 

from the colliery of Messrs Blundell & Company at Ince, near Wigan, shunted from the L&YR line of 

rails on to the new line at Rainford and thence passed along to Garston Dock. (Herapath, 19 

December 1857) 
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1858 
January 

The new platform erected at Victoria station has, for want of a shed over it, been found very 

inconvenient in inclement weather to passengers arriving at the station. A letter from the L&YR, 

dated 7th January in reply to a complaint of 31st December 1857 stated that in suggesting the 

provision of a shed over the new platform at the Victoria station, the letter has been submitted to 

the directors of this company, and they have stated that the subject is under consideration. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 January1858) 

Tender of Thomas Turner, £2,890, accepted for new warehouse at Rawtenstall station, the previous 

tender having been withdrawn some time ago. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 13 January1858) 

Thomas Turner not in a position to execute the new warehouse at Rawtenstall, the tender of Smith& 

Watson accepted for £3,010. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 27 January1858) 

Paper, “On Railway Brakes” to the Institution of Civil Engineers. Description of Newall’s brake on the 

East Lancashire Railway and which was fitted to all the rolling stock on the Manchester, Sheffield and 

Lincolnshire Railway and the St Helens Railway, it was also in partial use on six or seven other 

English lines. (Engineer, 29 January1858) 

On Wednesday and Thursday last 27th and 28th January 1858 Captain Yolland, one of the railway 

inspectors under the Board of Trade, made some experiments, on the East Lancashire Railway, with 

the brakes patented by Mr Newall, of the East Lancashire Company, and Mr Fay, of the L&YR

Company. The trials took place on the Accrington incline, which has a gradient of 1 in 47, with a 

train of nine carriages loaded with metal to the weight of the passengers which the carriages would 

contain. Four trials were made with each brake, the trains being driven down the incline at a speed 

of from 45 to 50 miles per hour in each case. Mr Fay’s brake proved superior in each trial, and in the 

last, it brought the train to a stand in a shorter distance, by a quarter of a mile than Mr Newall’s. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 January1858) 

February 
Report of the East Lancashire Railway for the meeting to be held on 19th February 1858. 

(Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1858) 

Report of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 17th February 1858. (Manchester Guardian, 11 

February1858; Herapath, 13 February 1858) 

On 8th February 1858 an iron girder fell from the new bridge at Sandhills “but fortunately without 

causing any damage”. (L&YR Minutes, 16 February 1858) 

In a report of the LNWR it was stated that the company were proposing to promote bills in the 

present session, one for power to enlarge the Victoria passenger station at Manchester which has 

long been inadequate for the traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 16 February 1858) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 17th February 1858. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 February1858; Herapath, 6 March 1858) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Friday, 19th February 1858. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 February1858; Herapath, 27February1858) 

The railway projected between Oldham and Rochdale by the L&YR Company has been withdrawn 

for the present. (Engineer, 26 February1858, p.179) 
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The half yearly meeting of the L&YR Company showed rather less encouraging results, the traffic 

not having increased to the same extent as the working expenses. The dividend declared was at the 

rate of 4½ per cent. The Chairman (Mr Wickham, MP) stated that the expenditure in the half year 

had been £264,414, against £252,718 in the corresponding half year of 1856, showing an increase of 

£11,696. Of this amount £4,839 arose in the locomotive department, and must be attributed partly 

to the extended mileage consequent upon the Manchester Exhibition traffic, and also to an extra 

amount of repairs to engines. The renewal of way had been a very expensive item in the company’s 

expenditure for some years past, and there was now a balance standing to its debit of about 

£40,000. An estimate had been prepared of the cost of renewals during the present year, and if that 

estimate could be acted upon a very considerable sum would be paid out of the £25,000 annually set 

aside for renewals in reduction of that balance. The directors would then take this account into 

consideration, and if they found that £25,000 a year would not only maintain the way. But also help 

to reduce the balance till it came down to nothing, they would be prepared to recommend to the 

shareholders such steps as, by spreading that balance over a certain number of half years, would 

wipe off the whole account.  

The meeting was afterwards made special, and an agreement entered into with the Sheffield and 

Goole Company for purchasing that company’s main line north of Barnsley station was confirmed.  

(Engineer, 26 February1858, p.179) 

The half yearly meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Friday, 26th February, 1858. 

(Manchester Examiner, 27 February1858) 

March 
The East Lancashire Railway meeting reported that, having heard that a locomotive had been 

invented by Mr Beattie, of the London and South Western Railway, which eventually consumed its 

own smoke, thoroughly investigated the subject, by themselves and their officers, and they had had 

two such engines constructed, which had been at work about two months, and up to this time had 

answered expectation. (Engineer, 5 March 1858) 

Since receiving a memorial regarding the condition of the station at Wigan, the L&YR are reported 

as having offered to build a new one in three years. (Manchester Guardian, 9 March 1858) 

George Thomson’ contract for maintenance of way expires at the end of March. Mr Hawkshaw to go 

over the line. The company will be prepared to take the maintenance of the line and works into its 

own hands on the expiry of Thomson’s contract. (L&YR Minutes, 10 March 1858) 

The Oldham Tradesmen’s Association has received a letter from the LNWR stating that the present 

station, at Mumps, is only temporary and when the time arrives for preparing the plans for a new 

station, endeavours will be made to afford better accommodation. (Manchester Examiner, 15 March 

1858) 

Mr Thomson’s contract covers 81½ miles. Contract rate per mile annum is £120, average for extras 

£20. Payments made from the commencement of the contract to the end of 1857; for maintaining way, 

£52-19-7d; for extra works within the boundaries of his maintenance of way contract £11,535 March 

1d; for new works within the boundaries of his maintenance of way contract £23,058-15-3d; extras on 

the above £29,182-10-8d. 

Mr Hawkshaw is coming down to settle several matters in dispute with Mr Thomson. Mr Meek 

having stated that to the best of his belief he could maintain the line at about £140 per mile per 

annum. Resolved, that Mr Thomson’s contract be allowed to lapse. (L&YR Minutes, 17 March 1858) 
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April 
At the end of this month, maintenance of way, now contracted for by Mr Thomson, will come into the 

hands of the company. Mr Hawkshaw to go over the line at the end of next week. (L&YR Minutes, 21 

April 1858) 

May 
On 3rd May 1858 the lines lately maintained by Mr Thomson were taken into the hands of the 

company. (L&YR Minutes, 5 May 1858) 

A lad, named Rankin, has been brought before the Liverpool magistrates on a charge of throwing 

stones at railway trains. By the L&YR Act the punishment is transportation or imprisonment for not 

less than three years; but Mr Mansfield, the stipendiary magistrate, took the offence under the local 

act for throwing stones, and imposed a fine of £2, with the alternative of two months’ imprisonment. 

(Engineer, 7 May 1858) 

Report of the Blackburn Railway meeting. (Herapath, 8 May 1858) 

The bill for the amalgamation of the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways has been declared proven, 

subject to certain conditions; among others, the erection of a new passenger station at Wigan within 

two years. (Engineer, 14 May 1858, p.382) 

Report of the committee on railway Bills – the Blackburn Railway to be vested in the L&YR and East 

Lancashire Railway companies. (Herapath, 15 May 1858) 

[…] the line (at Appley Bridge) is single and at the spot where the accident happened was a three-

throw switch five feet beyond an underline bridge and at which there is a sudden change of direction. 

The porter continued to hold the lever of these points when the engine passed and then mounted the 

rail and overturned. The switch rail off the main line was locked prior to the accident […] (Accident 

report, 19 May 1858) 

A meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Wednesday, 26th May 1858 to consider the bill now 

before Parliament for vesting the Blackburn Railway in the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways. 

(Manchester Examiner, 27 May 1858) 

The bill for the amalgamation of the L&YR and East Lancashire Railways also contains provisions for 

merging the Sheffield, Rotherham, Barnsley, Wakefield, Huddersfield, and Goole Railway (the 

Barnsley branch); abandoning a short branch at Burscough; a bridge at Wigan; a second line on the 

Burnley branch. Another clause prohibits the L&YR from making any agreements obstructing the 

conveyance of traffic over their line by the shortest and most convenient route. (Engineer, 28 May 

1858, p.418) 

L&YR special meeting report. (Herapath, 29 May 1857) 

June 
Report of Newall’s railway brake, description and specifications. (Engineer, 4 June 1858) 

Report of an accident at Springwood Junction, Huddersfield on Thursday, 17th June 1858. 

(Manchester Examiner, 18 June 1858) 

July 
About two o’clock yesterday, Thursday, 8th July 1858 an accident occurred at Victoria station, 

Manchester, when several empty carriages, which had been pushed up the incline, immediately 

beyond the bridge, near one end of the platform, in order that they might be shunted, and were 

coming down again by their own gravity, when a second class carriage, probably from its wheel 
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striking the “point”, started aside from the rails and completely knocked down a wooden hut 

erected for the accommodation of pointsman. As it happened no one was in the hut. The erratic 

carriage was uninjured, but a first class carriage with which it came in contact sustained some slight 

damage. (Manchester Examiner, 9 July 1858) 

Mr Griffiths, late of the L&YR, has been appointed superintendent of the GNR coaching department 

at Doncaster. (Engineer, 9 July 1858, p.36) 

William Haigh, a L&YR driver who ran through a signal at danger at Sowerby Bridge on 25th May 

1858 causing an accident was sentenced to three months imprisonment. (Engineer, 9 July 1858, p.36) 

The L&YR and East Lancashire Railways amalgamation bill has been defeated. (Manchester Guardian, 

23 July 1858) 

August 
The Manchester Improvement Committee reported that the L&YR had agreed to build a footbridge 

over the existing bridge at Mill Brow but, because, after negotiations with the parties concerned, the 

trustees of the late Mr Collins of Phoenix Corn Mill require the power to call for the removal of the 

bridge upon six months’ notice the Improvement Committee could not accede and the matter rests. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 August 1858) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th August, 1858. (Manchester 

Guardian & Herapath, 12 August 1858) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Thursday, 12th August 1858. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 August 1858; Herapath, 19 August 1858) 

Reported that Mr Thomson had made use of the rails of the Liverpool dock branch for conveying 

bricks in his own wagons and by his own horses. Mr Cawkwell had ascertained that no charge was 

made. Ordered, that nothing of the kind be allowed to occur again, and that Mr Thomson be debited 

with the charge for the said use of the rails. (L&YR Minutes, 18 August 1858) 

Report of the directors of the Blackburn Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 28 August 1858) 

September 
During a considerable time past, the attention of railway managers has been directed to the 

advantages of some contrivance by which coal may take the place of coke in locomotives […]. In this 

case the invention made use of (on one of the southern lines) has received the marked approval of 

competent judges, and it has already been patented; but there is one serious objection […] an 

expenditure of about £300 is required to adapt it to any engine previously in use, and on this 

account its employment has been confined to new locomotives […].  

The directors of the L&YR and East Lancashire companies have been aiming to accomplish the 

object by simpler and more direct means. Mr Jenkins and Mr Lees, the locomotive superintendents 

of the two companies, have each perfected inventions which are exceedingly simple and inexpensive. 

That of Mr Lees was put to the test on Monday last 6th September 1858 on the railways between 

Manchester and Blackpool. For the purpose of the experiment a train composed of fourteen or 

fifteen waggons, loaded with old metal, two first class carriages, and two brake vans. The length of 

the train was 240 yards. Its weight was estimated at 271 tons 15 cwt including the engine and 

tender, which filled with coal and water, would be 41 tons 8cwt, which  when filled with coal and 

water, would be 41 tons 8 cwt. This is rather in excess of the average weight of ordinary luggage 

trains of thirty to thirty four waggons. A number of gentlemen connected with the direction of 

various railways accompanied the train in the experimental trip,  and took their stand by turns on 

the engine at different stages of the journey, in order to observe as closely as possible the apparatus 
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under trial. Amongst them were Mr Hardman Earle, Mr Edward Tootal and Mr John Ramsbottom; 

Mr Marshall, Mr George Wilson, Mr Cawkwell and Mr Blakemore of the L&YR Company; Mr 

Dugdale and Mr Robinson Kay of the East Lancashire Company. Mr Lees and Mr Jenkins were, of 

course, present, and associated with them to test the apparatus scientifically was Mr B Fothergill, the 

eminent consulting engineer of Manchester. Mr Fothergill had the entire charge of the experiment, 

having been retained professionally by the company for that purpose, and to report upon a series of 

similar experiments in which he has been engaged during some moths past. 

The train left the Salford station soon after 12 o’clock, and the journey to Bolton, a distance of ten 

miles, and rather heavy ascent, was made in thirty five minutes. The distance from Bolton to 

Preston, twenty miles, was run in forty three minutes, and the remaining eighteen miles in sixty eight 

minutes. The return journey occupied a much longer time, through some unavoidable detentions, 

caused by trains being in the way, by rain having made the rails slippery, and other circumstances 

adverse to the experiment as regards economy. The results of the trip, however, were most 

satisfactory, a total consumption of coal being only about 39 cwt for the whole journey. The coal 

used was that of the Ince Hall Company, at Wigan, costing five shillings and three pence per ton; and 

hence the cost of the trip was about ten shillings. From experiments previously made, it appeared 

that, with coke, which cost from eleven shillings to eleven shillings and six pence per ton, the 

expense of taking the train the same journey would have exceeded twenty shillings. In two previous 

trials made by Mr Fothergill, one with coal and the other with coke, over the same line, weather and 

circumstances being equally favourable to each, the cost was nine shillings and five pence for the 

experiment with coal, and one pound two shillings and three pence with coke. 

As regards also the smoke-burning apparatus, the experiment was highly satisfactory. The great 

desideratum is the proper admission of atmospheric into the firebox, and Mr Lees secures it in a 

very simple and inexpensive manner. In the power part of the firebox door an opening is effected by 

an adjustable plate, and the admission of air can be regulated as desired. Inside the door is a hood, 

closed at the top over the aperture, and it acts as a deflecting plate to the air when admitted, and 

forces it down upon the fire. Nearly at the further end the firebox is arched over with fire-bricks or 

tiles. The effect of the brick arch is, that on becoming red-hot, it throws back the products of 

combustion, and thus causes a better mixing of the gases. If more desirable, the arch, or mid-feather, 

might be constructed of copper, with a water space, so as to increase the heating surface of the 

boiler. The cost of the whole apparatus is only a few pounds per engine, and a sum of about twenty 

shillings per annum will be sufficient to keep each of them in repair.  

The directors of the East Lancashire Company have been so satisfied with its efficiency, that they 

have adopted it all but universally, only two of the locomotives being without it. The gentlemen 

accompanying the experimental trip on Monday, expressed their approval unreservedly. Several of 

them had evidently expected to find the consumption of smoke imperfect, but after careful 

observation throughout the journey they were of the opinion that there was no smoke emitted 

from the chimney that could be considered a nuisance, or anything approaching to a nuisance, by 

passengers or the public generally […]. It could become offensive anywhere it might be supposed  to 

be so when the train comes to a stand in the large enclosed stations, and when the steam is shut off; 

but a contrivance by which a jet of steam is thrown into the chimney during such stoppages so 

nearly dissipates it, or prevents its formation, that the small quantity emitted is scarcely perceptible. 

During the experiments on Monday, it was stated by Mr Fothergill that the average duration of a set 

of tubes with coke would not exceed 94,000 miles, while with coal he had seen a set in use, and 

apparently not half worn out, after travelling 156,000 […]. The best kind of fuel yet tried during the 

experiments to the present time is said to be the Horbury coal.  

An experiment with Welsh smoke-less coal entirely failed, the bars of the firebox getting clinkered 

over, so that the engine could not proceed. On Tuesday, 7th September 1858 an experimental trip 

was made over the same line of rails with the same train, but drawn by a locomotive having the 
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smoke-burning apparatus invented by Mr Jenkins of the L&Y Company. This invention, which has 

been generally adopted by that company, is rather more expensive in its application that that of Mr 

Lees, though still of very small cost; but it is also very effective. Mr Jenkins admits atmospheric air 

into the firebox, through a number of tubes in front of the firebox and underneath the boiler. The 

outer part of the firebox is furnished with a sliding plate, which can be worked by the engine driver 

at pleasure, so that during the time of adding fresh fuel to the fire, by moving the plate the tubes are 

uncovered, and a good supply of oxygen is insured. He has also a perforated deflecting plate across 

the firebox, to ensure a better combustion of the glasses and prevent the escape of unconsumed 

carbon. (Manchester Guardian,11 September 1858) 

Report of the trials of coal burning locomotives. (Engineer, 17 September 1858; condensed from a 

report in the Times, 10th September 1858) 

The railway department of the Board of Trade have just issued Colonel Yolland’s reports on the 

results of his experiments made during the past year with railway breaks invented by Messrs 

M’Connell, Newall, and Fay […]. The experiments made with Messrs Newall’s and Fay’s continuous 

breaks on the East Lancashire line on 27th and 28th January 1858 between Accrington and Baxenden, 

resulted in giving a slight advantage to Mr Fay’s break. Colonel Yolland, however, did not think those 

experiments conclusive; and on 22nd and 23rd February 1858 he made a series of other experiments 

with Mr Newall’s self-acting break, between Preston and Liverpool, which were of a very satisfactory 

character. With Mr Newall’s break, on 22nd February the train going 50 miles an hour was stopped 

in 23 seconds, after it had run 196 yards on a level road. When the train was going at 53 miles an 

hour, down an incline of 1 in 204, it stopped in 20 seconds, after going 314 yards. And the results of 

the whole of the experiments made demonstrated, in Colonel Yolland’s opinion, the possibility of 

stopping a trains, in a fair condition of the rails, in less than 250 yards from the point where the 

steam is shut off, and the breaks applied when running on a level road. Colonel Yolland gives some 

statistics as to the practical results which have been obtained by the East Lancashire Railway by the 

use of Mr Newall’s breaks, which in the opinion of Mr Smithells, the general manager, have been the 

cause of avoiding many collisions and serious accidents on that line […]. (Manchester Examiner, 17 

September 1858) 

There was another excursion train accident last week, at the Lostock Junction station, on the L&YR

line. In this case, however, the results of the accident were happily not very serious. The excursion 

train contained between 700 and 800 passengers – scholars, teachers and friends from Chorley to 

Southport. The outward journey was performed without any accident, and in returning at night the 

train proceeded safely till it arrived at Lostock Junction, about four miles from Bolton. Here it was 

shunted on to the Bolton and Preston branch of the L&YR, it having to leave the Liverpool and Bury 

branch at this point, in order to proceed to Chorley, which is about ten miles distant. Here the train 

was delayed for some time, to allow an ordinary passenger train to pass by; but unfortunately, the 

excursion train had not been sufficiently far removed so as to allow trains coming on the adjoining 

rail to pass in safety. The express passenger train came up, and one of the engine came into forcible 

collision with the guard’s van, which it completely smashed, and considerably damaged the next 

carriage, which contained upwards of a score of passengers, and threw several other carriages off 

the line. The guard was hurled from his seat a distance of twelve yards, and eight or ten of the 

passengers, chiefly men and boys, in the carriage next to the van, were thrown from their seats, and 

received severe contusions on the face, body, arms, and legs, while the rest escaped with a severe 

shocking. One is reminded by these incessant railway disasters of a parody in an old nursery 

doggerel; 

“Smashery, mashery, crash, 

Into the express we dash; 

The excursion train is just behind – 
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Smashery, mashery, crash!” 

 (Engineer, 17 September 1858, p.228) 

Mr Cawkwell has accepted the post of general manger of the LNWR […]. It is said the L&YR

directors have offered him £1,000 a year rather than lose his services. (Manchester Examiner, 21 

September 1858) 

October 
William Cawkwell, L&YR traffic manager, has accepted the post of general manager on the LNWR 

resigned by Captain Huish. About six months ago Cawkwell was offered a similar position on the 

MR. (Engineer, 1 October 1858, p.265) 

The subject of railway accommodation has engaged the attention of the Oldham Town Council, who 

recently appointed a deputation to wait upon the directors of the L&YR Company, with respect to 

the construction of a line from Mumps to Rochdale. The directors stated that it was not their fault 

that a communication with the line of the LNWR, at Mumps, had not been made, and that, 

consequently, any inconvenience sustained by the people of Oldham in that respect was chargeable 

to the LNW Company. Mr Alderman Platt said that the L&YR Company had made an agreement 

with the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway Company, that the latter should not, directly 

or indirectly, promote a line to Rochdale from Mumps. If the line were made from Rochdale to 

Mumps. It would be necessary to have a central station, and he was happy to say that the Guide 

Bridge Company, considering their scheme should not be complete unless a line went on to 

Rochdale, have given their engineer instructions to prepare plans to be deposited with Parliament in 

the ensuing session for a line to Rochdale. The deputation (with the addition of Mr Councillor 

Buckley) was constituted a permanent committee, to promote extended and improved railway 

accommodation for the town and district. (Engineer, 15 October  1858) 

November 
Mr Meek’s estimate for the direct line from Miles Platting to Oldham is £250,000. (L&YR Minutes, 3 

November 1858) 

The L&YR and East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for a passenger station and station masters 

house at Whalley. (Manchester Guardian, 6 November 1858) 

A meeting has been held at Royton for the purpose of considering the question of railway 

accommodation […]. If a line of railway was cut from Werneth, via Royton and Crompton, to 

Rochdale, it would materially benefit Royton, and be more to the advantage of the L&YR Company 

than a line from Mumps to Rochdale […]. In the course of the proceedings, Mr John Evans, giving as 

his authority the chairman of the Guide Bridge and Oldham Railway Company, stated that the L&YR 

Company, the LNWR Company, and the Guide Bridge and Oldham Railway Company, would 

deposit plans for three distinct routes from Mumps to Rochdale, and that there was no 

amalgamation between these companies.(Engineer, 12 November 1858, p.384) 

The L&YR give notice for a bill for the railway from Oldham to Royton and Rochdale. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 November 1858) 

Notice of the Oldham, Ashton, and Guide Bridge Railway extension from Oldham to Rochdale, 

including the use of the L&YR stations at Oldham Mumps and the line between Stalybridge and 

Victoria and such part of the main line at Rochdale between the junction and the Lancashire Railway 

stations. (Manchester Examiner, 17 November 1858) 

The L&YR announce the opening of the large warehouse at North Docks, Liverpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 November 1858) 
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Memorials have been presented to the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board from the L&YR and East 

Lancashire Railway Companies referring to the “insufficiency of dock accommodation for the trade of the 

port” and representing that “it is of the utmost importance to the trading classes of L&Y that immediate 

steps should be taken for the purpose of increasing the dock accommodation on the Liverpool side of the 

Mersey”. The memorial of the L&YR Company urged “that any measures which has the effect of 

preventing the extension of dock accommodation on the Liverpool side of the Mersey is strongly to be 

deprecated as most prejudicial to the welfare of the town, and inimical to the interests of the manufacturing 

districts”. (Engineer, 19 November 1858, p.403) 

Report of an accident at a siding, for Throstlefield Colliery, at Belfield, Rochdale, on 19th November 

1858. (Manchester Guardian, 20 November 1858) 

The L&YR and East Lancashire Railway give notice for the bill for the amalgamation of the two 

companies. (Manchester Guardian, 20 November 1858) 

Report of an accident at Belfield, Rochdale, on Friday, 19th November, 1858. (26 November 1858) 

Notice of a bill by the L&YR and the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway to work the 

Oldham, Ashton and Guide Bridge  Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 30 November 1858) 

December 
At a meeting of the Liverpool Docks and Harbour Board it was reported that a letter from James 

Smith, traffic manager of the L&YR, enclosed a tracing showing the additional lines of rails in 

connexion with the timber storing ground at Huskisson Dock, which the company desired 

permission to lay down and stating that they would require two plots of land in the vicinity of the 

Canada Dock. Permission was granted to lay down rails, but the consideration of the application for 

the land was deferred. (Engineer, 10 December 1858, p.460) 
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1859 
January 

[…] Bolton station is approached from the west through a tunnel. Notice is given by telegraph to a 

pointsman on the station side of the tunnel what type of train was coming. He works twelve pairs of 

points from his box which is level to the ground at the entrance to the station, of these points the 

switches leading to the coal sidings and to the goods sidings form facing points on the main line. The 

pointsman is provided with means for holding these points for the sidings. As he is very busy he 

cannot spare time to hold open any single pair of points for shunting operations. A loop suspended to 

a cross bar is provided for every switch handle to catch it and hold it open for a siding when required. 

It is important that the pointsman should be provided with an elevated cabin […] (Accident report, 13 

January1859) 

The Magnetic Telegraph Company have completed arrangements with the L&YR and are about to 

extend their wires to Middleton. An instrument and battery is to be put into operation for the use 

of the company. The Telegraph Company state that they will open an office in Middleton for public 

use if they are guaranteed against loss. (Middleton Albion, 15 January1859) 

During a violent storm in the district, at about nine o’clock in the evening, the up platform shed at 

Middleton Junction station was carried away and smashed. The framed advertisements were 

shattered and part of the shed fell on the telegraph wires on the main line. (Middleton Albion, 25 

January1859) 

February 
The directors of the L&YR Company have agreed to declare a dividend for the half year at the rate 

of £4 per cent, per annum, less income tax, charging £10,000 additional to revenue for renewal of 

rails, also charging the whole of the Parliamentary expenses of the last session, amounting to 

£13,500 (together £23,500), and adding considerably to the balance brought forward from the 

previous half year. (Engineer, 4 February1859, p.79) 

The directors of the East Lancashire Railway recommend a dividend for the half year, on ordinary 

stock and shares, at the rate of £4 per cent per annum, less income tax, leaving a surplus to be 

carried to the reserve fund. (Engineer, 4 February1859, p.79) 

The L&YR have resolved to extend the advantages of the electric telegraph throughout their system, 

with the view of working their traffic with greater economy, speed, and safety. The plan intended to 

be adopted is as follows; When a train leaves Wigan for Bolton and Manchester, Wigan will 

telegraph to Hindley, ‘Train on’, and put up the danger signal, or semaphore, to prevent any train 

passing the station until Hindley telegraphs back, ‘Line clear’, which will be done as soon as the train 

has passed that station. Wigan then drops its signal, the semaphore being raised at Hindley, which 

will also have telegraphed to Westhoughton, and the trains both on the up and down lines are thus 

handed from station to station along the line with greater facility; and as the stations are seldom 

above three or four miles apart, it will enable trains to run at intervals of even five minutes without 

the possibility of a collision. The works throughout the company’s lines have been entrusted to the 

Magnetic Telegraph Company, and will be executed under the superintendence of Sir Charles Bright, 

who so successfully laid the Atlantic telegraph last year […]. The Magnetic Company will take this 

opportunity of extending the wires for public benefit, and purpose giving direct lines of 

communication between Liverpool and the chief towns in L&Y, while smaller places will derive 

benefit from the branches leading from the main lines or circuits. (Engineer, 4 February1859, p.79) 

An accident, not in itself serious, but resulting indirectly in the death of one of the passengers, 

occurred on Tuesday morning to the 8.15am express train from Southport to Manchester. The train 

was approaching the Dixon Fold station on the L&YR at a reduced speed, in order to stop at the 
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Clifton Junction, when the guard’s van, which was in the rear, got off the rails. The accident was 

immediately discovered by the officials, and the train was stopped, the guard having previously 

jumped from his van, which had been swinging against a bridge, and considerably shattered. The van 

was then uncoupled, in order that the other portion of the train might proceed without delay to 

Manchester. Whilst this was being done, Mr Jolly, of Apple Bridge, who was in a second class 

carriage, looked out to see what had happened, and his hat was blown off. He immediately 

attempted to open the door to fetch it, but was strongly urged by the other passengers to remain in 

the carriage. He persisted, however, in getting out, and while he was walking towards his hat on the 

down rails, a train from Manchester came by at a rapid speed, and he was literally dashed to pieces. 

With the exception of the guard’s van, the train sustained very little damage. The brake rod 

underneath the carriage next the van was broken, but the injury to the carriage itself was very 

trifling. (Engineer, 4 February1859, p.79) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR. (Manchester Examiner, 9 February1859; Herapath, 12 

February1859) 

Report of the directors of the East Lancashire Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 9 February1859; 

Herapath, 12February1859) 

Report of the electric telegraph on the L&YR. (Manchester Examiner, 10 February1859, as Engineer 

above) 

Report of the electric telegraph on the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 11 February1859, as Engineer 

above) 

Letter; “Much has been said lately about ‘public drinking fountains’ […] of those at Victoria station, London 

Road, and the Infirmary, only one, the first of these, is of any use […]” (Manchester Examiner, 

11February1859) 

A fatal accident took place on Tuesday morning at the Waterloo station on the L&YR. On the 

arrival of the eight o’clock train at the above station, a youth, named Doyle, who was engaged as a 

newspaper carrier, in the employ of Messrs Smith & Son, newsagents, was proceeding with a 

quantity of papers for distribution in the neighbourhood. In his hurry to leave the train he jumped 

out while it was yet in motion, and, falling on the rails, the train passed over him, mangling his body 

in a frightful manner, and, of course, killing him instantly. He was sixteen years of age, and the son of 

a porter. (Engineer, 11 February1859, p. 96) 

Report of the inquest upon the body of James Jolley who was killed on the L&YR near Dixon Fold 

station. (Engineer, 11 February1859, p. 96) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR company states that the total amount of share and 

mortgage capital chargeable on revenue for the half year ending on the 31st of December 1858, 

excluding leased lines, was as follows:- Ordinary capital, £9,533,244; guaranteed, 6 per cent, 

£794,040. Loans, £3,335,975; paid in advance of 4 per cent, per annum, less income tax, and to carry 

forward the balance, £5,270, to the next account. On the subject of amalgamation with the East 

Lancashire Railway company, the directors are confirmed in their opinion as to its necessity by the 

experience of the last year. The directors have introduced a bill into Parliament for the power to 

construct a railway from Oldham to Rochdale, with a short branch to Royton. It has also been found 

requisite to take steps for making a short branch from Dewsbury to the main line in Thornhill, and 

thence, by another short branch through Ossett, to a point on the Bradford, Wakefield, and Leeds 

Railway. The LNWR company have brought bills into Parliament for lines which will enable them to 

get to Bradford, Wakefield, etc., and thus divert traffic which is already sufficiently accommodated by 

this company’s railway. The directors are not without hope that, by mutual conference and 
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concession, a contest in Parliament may yet be avoided, and an arrangement come to calculated to 

perpetuate friendly relations between the two companies. (Engineer, 11 February1859, p. 96/7) 

The half yearly report of the directors of the East Lancashire Railway company has just been issued. 

It states that the gross receipts for the six months ending 31st December last has been £172,763-17-

10d, and the total expenses £125,373, leaving a balance of £47,360-3-9d. This balance is available for 

dividend upon the ordinary stock and the new £9 shares of the company, and the directors 

recommend that a dividend be declared thereon at the rate of 4 per cent, per annum, carrying £233-

9-5d to the credit of the reserve fund. The traffic of the railway had been prejudicially affected 

during the past half year by the late depression in trade, and did not exhibit any material increase 

upon that of the corresponding period of 1857. The directors trusted, however, that the traffic 

would improve with the fast improving trade of the district, and they had pleasure in calling attention 

to the fact that in four weeks of this year, ending January 26th., the receipts exhibited an increase of 

£6,389 over those of the like periods in 1858. The expenditure on capital account had been 

£54,103-2-7d, of which the sum of £47,816-11-4d had been expended on account of the purchase of 

the Blackburn Railway, and the remainder applied to general purposes. Under the traffic 

arrangement with the L&YR the directors had been enabled to afford some additional facilities to 

the public, but they were satisfied that nothing short of the complete union of the two railways 

could be permanently advantageous and satisfactory to the public and the proprietors, and they 

trusted, therefore, that Parliament would sanction the bill for their amalgamation during the present 

session. (Engineer, 11 February1859, p.97) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 16th February, 1859. The report 

stated that Salford station would be enlarged during the coming half year. A shareholder complained 

that there were no waiting rooms at Victoria station and that the footbridge from Mill Brow to 

Victoria station was incommodious. (Manchester Guardian, 17 February1859) 

[…] from the capital account between £6,000 and £7,000 would be required to enlarge the Salford 

station. (Manchester Examiner, 17 February1859; Herapath, 26February1859) 

Report to the Salford Council of an agreement with the LNWR regarding a new bridge over the 

river Irwell at Water Street and for a new street from Hampson Street to the river. (Engineer, 18 

February1859, p.129) 

The half yearly meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Friday, 18th February, 1859. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 February1859) 

The directors of the Blackburn Railway, in their report, regret they are unable to state that any 

material progress has been made in winding up the affairs of the company. They hope to be in a 

position to report that the steps necessary to be taken before the company’s dissolution have been, 

if not entirely completed, at any rate very nearly so. From the estimated position of the company it 

appears that there is an assumed deficiency of £7,694. (Manchester Examiner, 25 February1859) 

March 
The British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company report a beneficial arrangement has been entered 

into with the L&YR Company, for supplying their main lines and branches with telegraph 

communication between 104 of their stations. The works are being pushed on to completion, and a 

large development of traffic is anticipated from this source as soon as these stations are open to the 

public. (Engineer, 4 March 1859) 

East Lancashire Railway meeting report. (Engineer, 4 March 1859) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of station buildings at New Cocker Bar 

and Rufford. (Manchester Guardian, 5 March 1859) 
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The British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company give notice that on and after Tuesday, 1st March 

1859 an office will be open at the railway station, Middleton, from 8.00am to 8.00pm weekdays. 

Messages not exceeding twenty words, exclusive of names and addresses to and from, up to 50 

miles, 1/6d; up to 100 miles, 2/-; up to 150 miles, 3/-; over 150 miles, 4/-. To Ireland, 5/- to 7/6d. 

(Middleton Albion, 5 March 1859) 

Report of the testimonial to William Cawkwell on his leaving the L&YR. (Herapath 19 March 1859, 

from M/C Manchester Guardian) 

The East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station at Bacup.

(Manchester Guardian, 23 March 1859) 

Report of the East Lancashire Railway meeting. (Herapath, 26 March 1859) 

April 
The tenders for the new station at Bacup are all considerably higher than the estimate, referred to Mr 

Perring. (East Lancashire Railway Minutes, 6 April 1859) 

The Oldham, Ashton and Guide Bridge  Railway invite tenders for the railway from the L&YR at 

Ashton. (Manchester Examiner, 16 April 1859) 

May 
The Mersey Dock Board have decided to purchase for the dock lines of railway, from the L&YR

engines Nos. 25 and 27 for £500 and £650 respectively and from the LNWR engine No.14 for £400. 

(Manchester Examiner, 13 May 1859) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a quantity of brick clay which they have to dispose of situate beyond the 

engine house at Sandhills, and between there and the Bootle Lane station on the left hand of the 

railway going from Liverpool. The parties tendering to state the net price per thousand of bricks 

made, they will be willing to pay for the clay, clear of all deductions. The company cannot guarantee 

any road to cart away the bricks, but they will arrange with the parties for conveying away the bricks 

at a price per thousand. Parties tendering will be required to make not less than one million bricks per 

annum. (Manchester Examiner, 14 May 1859)    

The L&YR and East Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the erection of station buildings at The 

Oaks, Bromley Cross, Chapel Town, Entwistle and Chatburn. (Manchester Guardian, 17 May 1859) 

The directors of the L&YR and East Lancashire Companies are bringing to a close a series of 

interesting experiments with railway breaks, which have been made under the superintendence of 

Mr William Fairbairn. Mr Newall, a gentleman in the service of the East Lancashire Company is the 

inventor of one of these breaks, and Mr Fay, a gentleman in the employ of the L&YR Company, is 

the inventor of the other. The trials made have been upon various parts of the company’s lines, the 

first series taking place at Oldham, on the 4th February 1859, down a gradient of 1 in 27, and 

subsequently ones at intervals since, on the company’s lines near Southport, where there was the 

advantage of straight and level running. At the last experiments, made on the 19th instant near 

Southport, the trains consisted of three carriages, loaded to weigh nine tons each, making a total of 

twenty seven tons, independent of the engine and tender. Up wards of a mile was allowed to the 

driver to get up speed, and then the train was run over a measured mile, marked by fog signals. On 

the explosion of the fog signal at the end of the half mile, the engine was detached, and ran ahead, 

leaving the train to be brought up by the breaks. In one of these trials with Mr Fay’s break, at 60 

miles per hour, the train was brought to a stand in 204 yards. Mr Newall’s break brought up a train 

running at a speed of 63 miles per hour in 273 yards. In a previous trial Mr Newall had brought up a 

train at 32 miles per hour in 56 yards, and Mr Fay brought to a stand a train at 44 miles per hour in 

98 yards. At the experiments on the 19th instant, a trial was made with the same trains, without the 
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application of the breaks, and the engine shooting ahead from Mr Fay’s train, after attaining a speed 

of 45 miles per hour. With the impetus thus given to it the train ran 2¼ miles before stopping. Mr 

Newall’s train with the engine detached at a somewhat lower speed, ran nearly 3½ miles before 

stopping the action of the wheels, so as to allow them to slide or ‘skid’ , is less effective than such a 

pressure only as will break the rapidity of their revolution to the utmost without stopping it 

altogether. At most of the trials directors belonging to both the companies were present, and took a 

deep interest in the proceedings. (Manchester Guardian, 26 May 1859) 

The directors of the L&YR and East Lancashire Companies are bringing to a close a series of 

interesting experiments with railway breaks, which have been made under the superintendence of 

Mr William Fairbairn. Mr Newall, a gentleman in the service of the East Lancashire Company is the 

inventor of one of these breaks, and Mr Fay, a gentleman in the employ of the L&YR Company, is 

the inventor of the other. The trials made have been upon various parts of the company’s lines, the 

first series taking place at Oldham, on the 4th February 1859, down a gradient of 1 in 27, and 

subsequently ones at intervals since, on the company’s lines near Southport, where there was the 

advantage of straight and level running. At the last experiments, made on the 19th instant near 

Southport, the trains consisted of three carriages, loaded to weigh nine tons each, making a total of 

twenty seven tons, independent of the engine and tender. Up wards of a mile was allowed to the 

driver to get up speed, and then the train was run over a measured mile, marked by fog signals. On 

the explosion of the fog signal at the end of the half mile, the engine was detached, and ran ahead, 

leaving the train to be brought up by the breaks. In one of these trials with Mr Fay’s break, at 60 

miles per hour, the train was brought to a stand in 204 yards. Mr Newall’s break brought up a train 

running at a speed of 63 miles per hour in 273 yards. In a previous trial Mr Newall had brought up a 

train at 32 miles per hour in 56 yards, and Mr Fay brought to a stand a train at 44 miles per hour in 

98 yards. At the experiments on the 19th instant, a trial was made with the same trains, without the 

application of the breaks, and the engine shooting ahead from Mr Fay’s train, after attaining a speed 

of 45 miles per hour. With the impetus thus given to it the train ran 2¼ miles before stopping. Mr 

Newall’s train with the engine detached at a somewhat lower speed, ran nearly 3½ miles before 

stopping the action of the wheels, so as to allow them to slide or ‘skid’ , is less effective than such a 

pressure only as will break the rapidity of their revolution to the utmost without stopping it 

altogether. At most of the trials directors belonging to both the companies were present, and took a 

deep interest in the proceedings. (Engineer, 27 May 1859, p.375) 

The L&YR and East Lancashire Railways invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Salford 

goods station. (Manchester Guardian, 31 May 1859) 

June 
A report from the Salford District Improvement Committee to the Town Council reported that, 

following receiving a memorial for a bridge over the river Irwell from the end of Chapel Street to 

Hunts Bank, plans have been prepared. It appeared from the report that the committee had had 

plans of the proposed bridge, and of the requisite approach on the Salford side, from Chapel Street 

prepared. The cost of the bridge, which it is proposed shall be of stone, 14 yards wide, and shall 

have only one arch, with wing and parapet walls complete, was estimated at £4,500. All other 

incidental expenses were estimated at £2,985-3-0d making a total cost of £7,485-3-0d. A proposal 

that the report be received, approved, and adopted and entered upon the minutes was defeated on 

amendment and the proposal was withdrawn.  (Manchester Examiner, 2 June 1859) 

A report from the Salford District Improvement Committee to the Town Council reported that, 

following receiving a memorial for a bridge over the river Irwell from the end of Chapel Street to 

Hunts Bank, plans have been prepared. The cost of the bridge in stone, 14 yards wide, and having 

one arch, with wing and parapet walls complete, is estimated at £4,500. All other incidental expenses 

were estimated at £2,985-3-0d making a total cost of £7,485-3-0d. The land required to form the 

approach through Mr Buxton’s horse and carriage bazaar to the river, belongs to Mr Samuel Brooks, 
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and would be given by him to the corporation. The cost of widening the present narrow street in a 

line with Chapel Street, leading to the bazaar, so as to make it of uniform width with the intended 

bridge, including the purchase of the land and buildings, tenants’ compensation, excavating, paving, 

and sewering, and all other incidental expenses, estimated at £2,985-3-0d, making a total estimated 

cost of the scheme £7,485-3-0d. The committee recommended that as the construction of the 

bridge and the formation of the proposed approach would in their opinion be a great public 

improvement, it should be proceeded with, the cost to be defrayed out of the Salford District 

Improvement Fund. After considerable discussion, a motion for its adoption being withdrawn. The 

subject, however, will remain under consideration. (Engineer, 10 June 1859, p.418) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a large passenger station at Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 11 June 1859) 

The tender of J Scott, £4,097, to be accepted for the new passenger station at Wigan. (L&YR Minutes, 

29 June 1859) 

July 
[…] the signals and points (at Salford LNWR junction) are worked from a stage over the line, the 

pointsman standing about twenty feet immediately above the rails, the floor preventing him from 

seeing whether the points are properly closed, they are weighted to stand open for the Liverpool line. 

About 100 trains pass along this down line daily […] (Accident report, 8 July 1859) 

At Preston station on Monday, 11th July 1859 a casting in one of the wagons of a goods train passing 

through the station struck the gangway, or footbridge, that spans the breadth of the station. The 

impact caused the casting to strike one of the cast iron pillars supporting the station roof, which the 

next instant, for a length of ten yards by eight yards wide, fell in with a tremendous crash. The 

casting afterwards knocked down two other pillars. In its fall, the roof struck a casting in another 

wagon, a ponderous piece of metal nearly fourteen feet in diameter causing it to roll off the wagon 

and smashing a wooden platform and breaking several flags. The station officials and other persons in 

the station on seeing the roof fall made the best of their way out of the station with great haste. 

(Manchester Examiner, 12 July 1859) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 13th July 1859 to consider the various bills 

affecting the company. (Manchester Guardian, 14 July 1859) 

A special meeting of the East Lancashire Railway was held on Thursday, 14th July 1859 to consider 

the bill for amalgamation with the L&YR. (Manchester Examiner, 15 July 1859) 

The government has purchased the North Euston Hotel from Sir Hesketh Fleetwood to convert 

into barracks. (Manchester Guardian, 15 July 1859) 

About twenty minutes to eleven o’clock on Monday afternoon, 11th July 1859, a luggage train to the 

north was passing through the Preston station and upon one of the trucks was a large conical iron 

casting, which was being conveyed from Low Moor to Dumfries. The casting was 8 feet 6 9nches in 

diameter, and 6 feet in length, and projected so much over the side of the waggon that in coming 

into the Preston station it struck one of the iron pillars by which the ponderous wooden roof is 

supported. This first pillar it only cracked but it came more closely into collision with the next three 

pillars; and snapped them, causing a large portion of the roof to fall to the ground. The collision 

between the casting and the pillars broke the ropes by which the cylinder was lashed to the trucks, 

and the immense mass rolled off upon the wooden gangway between the lines of rail, and from 

thence to the rails on the west side of the station, smashing everything in its progress, the casting 

itself being cracked in two places by the fall. (The Builder, 16 July 1859) 

A portion of the roof of Wyke tunnel fell in last month. Repairs in hand, using best Staffordshire blue 

bricks. (L&YR Minutes, 27 July 1859) 
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August 
L&YR directors report. (Manchester Examiner, 27 August 1859) 

A wagon of waste belonging to James Wrigley was found to be on fire at the Bury station of the 

L&YR on Saturday, 27th August 1859. (Manchester Examiner, 29 August 1859) 

The half yearly meeting of the Blackburn Railway was held on Monday, 29th August 1859. 

(Manchester Examiner, 30 August 1859) 

September 
The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 31st August 1859. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 September 1859; Herapath, 3 September 1859) 

An extension of the electric telegraph over the whole of the L&YR has been completed by the 

Magnetic Telegraph Company. All stations are in communication with Manchester head offices and 

with each other. No more than one train can be run between two sections at once. Special 

arrangements are made for putting in communication the sections of the goods department to 

expedite the forwarding of goods quickly. (Manchester Guardian, 8 September 1859) 

The electric telegraph on the L&YR now completed. (Engineer, 16 September 1859, p.216) 

The engine ‘Mersey’ belonging to Lord Balcarres reported as causing a nuisance by emitting dense 

black smoke on the viaduct near Liverpool. The engine should not be allowed on the line until put 

right in every respect. (L&YR Minutes, 21 September 1859) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the warehouse and other works at Halifax. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 September 1859) 

October 
Long report of the laying of the foundation stone of the viaduct at Park Bridge on the Oldham, 

Ashton and Guide Bridge  Railway. It was stated that until recently it was considered impossible, or 

unsafe, to operate the L&YR Oldham branch railway without the assistance of a rope. The report 

gave a brief history of planned railways in Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 3 October 1859) 

“The Government Inspector having objected to excursion traffic being carried in cattle wagons in the 

way we have usually done it, I have, by the instructions of the Traffic Committee, fitted one with a 

portable top which will protect the passengers from the weather and make the wagons as safe as they 

can be, short of being altogether enclosed”. For the Whitsuntide traffic, about 200 wagons would 

have to be similarly fitted up. The wagon to be inspected. (L&YR Minutes, 5 October 1859) 

Long report of the trials of Fay’s and Newall’s breaks at Oldham and Southport in February under 

the supervision of William Fairbairn. (Engineer, 7 October 1859, p.256) 

The Oldham, Ashton and Guide Bridge  Junction Railway. Brief description of development from the 

time of the Oldham Alliance scheme […]. The line will run to Oldham, where it will join the L&YR

and LNWR. The line will also cross the L&YR at Ashton […]. Parliament granted to the L&YR

Company last session power to contrast a line from the Oldham end of this new line to Rochdale, 

so that whilst a new road will be obtained to Manchester through the medium of the Oldham 

Ashton and Guide Bridge Railway, the extension to Rochdale will give a new line between 

Manchester and Rochdale […]. When the Oldham Alliance scheme was unsuccessful the L&YR

Company some years subsequently obtained a bill for the Oldham branch, from Middleton; but that 

line has, formerly the whole of its length, a rise of 1 in 27, it being until recently considered 

impossible, or very unsafe, to work it without the assistance of a rope with heavy ballast trucks 
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attached, so as to pull or retard the trains in ascending or descending. With this Oldham was not 

satisfied. (Engineer, 7 October 1859, p.272) 

The L&YR invite tenders for ten twelve feet diameter turntables for Salford goods station.

(Manchester Guardian, 8 October  1859) 

[…] The case of the stations at Manchester has become so serious, the danger and the deprivation 

of time from the defective arrangements are so entirely without parallel in railway experience, that 

we are surprised an outcry is not raised amongst the inhabitants of the town […] the Victoria 

station is a through traffic station, as well as terminus for lines to all parts of L&Y […] the area of 

ground is entirely inadequate to arrangement of the traffic, and to the needed best provision in 

planning subservient to the object required – of starting several different trains at or about the same 

time […] there is only one (platform) for every purpose at the station […] at Victoria station 

(during the recent Manchester Exhibition) […] the arrangements are characterised by a lack of the 

facilities for finding trains and diminishing confusion and a general defectiveness as to direction of the 

few available porters, and by the incompetence of those to whom the station seems to be let on 

occasions when the greatest skill and tact are wanted on the part of a competent station master. At 

the seasons of pressure there is an amount of inconvenience and danger resulting from the plan of 

the station and its management […]. On a more recent occasion – Saturday in Whit Week – at the 

Victoria station a carpet gag (belonging to a passenger) was sent to a station wide of its destination 

and he was left behind, solely through the bad arrangements of the single platform, and want of 

punctuality in starting and the absence of directions, and by the confusion and drunken uproar that 

prevailed. A similar loss was incurred the same night by numerous other persons. The L&YR

Company have certainly great difficulties and we are disposed to give them every indulgence; but the 

difficulties must be met […]. The improvements at Manchester to be provided are – better 

provision and contrivance in regard to the entrances and booking offices for the numerous trains, 

and to the directions for travellers; better regulations as to porters and superintendence at Victoria 

station and punctuality. (The Builder, 8 October 1859) 

The Railway Stations at Manchester. At Victoria there is only one arrival and departure platform. 

The circumstances are far worse that at London Road and the arrangements are characterised by a 

lack of the facilities for finding trains and diminishing confusion, and a general defectiveness as to 

direction of the few available porters, and by the incompetence of those to whom the station seems 

to be left on occasions when the greatest skill and tact are wanted on the part of a competent 

station master. At the seasons of pressure there is an amount of inconvenience and danger resulting 

from the plan of the station and its management which would be inconceivable to those acquainted 

only with stations in London. (Manchester Guardian, 11 October 1859) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the enlargement of the passenger station at Rochdale. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 October 1859) 

[…] on the up line (approaching Radcliffe Bridge station) there is a Whitworth signal 300 yards north 

and a second signal 650 yards north. The view of these signals is obstructed by a curve, the cutting 

and bridges. The Whitworth signal is connected with a treadle and is always turned to danger by the 

wheels of an engine passing it. The further signal is worked by a lever near the station, both signals 

should be moved to better positions and a further signal should have some means to repeat the aspect 

[…] (Accident report, 18 October 1859) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of stables at Oldham Road goods station, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 October 1859) 

November 
The doubling of the Burnley branch completed, except for some ballasting. (L&YR Minutes, 30 

November 1859) 
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December 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a four stall stable at Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 17 

December 1859) 

Report of the meeting of the Oldham, Ashton and Guide Bridge  Railway. (Herapath, 24 December 

1859) 

On Thursday, 29th December 1859 the 5.20pm passenger train from Victoria station to Heywood 

and Bury, to which two carriages were attached for Middleton, was ascending the incline to Miles 

Platting when it was run into be a luggage train. The passenger train, being necessarily long, was 

having difficulties due to the slippery rails. (Middleton Albion, 31 December 1859).
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1860—1869  
1860 
January 

In the MS&L Railway directors report for the meeting to be held on Wednesday, 25th January 1860 

it was stated that agreement had been made with the L&YR for the use of Barnsley station. 

(Manchester Examiner, 21 January 1860) 

The tender of William Child, £636, accepted for the construction of the Oakenshaw branch. (L&YR

Minutes, 25 January 1860) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a wall, gates, and offices at Hope Street, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 

28 January 1860) 

February 
The sudden and unexpected acquisition by the Birkenhead Company of running powers over the 

South Junction line merely shortens the period in which the GWR would gain access to Manchester. 

(Herapath, 4 February 1860) 

The East Lancashire Railway wagons to be brought into the L&YR stock list by adding 7,000 to the 

original numbers. (L&YR Minutes, 8 February 1860) 

Directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 15th February 1860. (Manchester Examiner, 9 

February 1860; Herapath, 11 February 1860) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 15th February 1860. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 February 1860) 

Long report of a town meeting held in Manchester Town Hall on 16th February 1860 to consider 

improvements to the railway station accommodation in Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, and 

Manchester Examiner, 17 February 1860) 

At the L&YR meeting the chairman, commenting on accident claims, said that “he confessed he had 

never seen yet a remedy proposed so successful in restoring an injured person to health as a good heavy 

compensation paid by a railway company”. (Herapath, 18 February 1860) 

Manchester Railway stations […]. The whole arrangements at the Victoria station are 

immensely behind the requirements of the traffic. Scenes might, a short time ago at least, be 

witnessed there in the third class ticket office, through the total inadequacy of the space, aggravated 

doubtless by the stupid practise of issuing the tickets only five minutes before the starting of the 

trains, which beggared description; and we have heard of no improvement. On an ordinary Saturday 

night it was absolutely dangerous for women or children to attempt to get a ticket, and the smallest 

danger incurred for was that of the loss of articles of dress in the crush and scuffle. (Engineer, 24 

February 1860, p.127) 
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Letter: praising the new carriages on the Manchester and Stalybridge train. (Manchester Examiner, 

29 February 1860) 

March 
It was reported at the British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph Company meeting that the works on 

connecting 130 stations on the L&YR had been carried out. (Engineer, 2 March 1860, p.148) 

It is stated that the convenience of good steady light has been obtained in some of the first class 

carriages on the East Lancashire Railway, by the use of gas. The meter from which the gas is supplied 

is contained in the guard’s van. It is conveyed to the roofs of the carriages and through the usual 

lamp holes. There is one light in each carriage, which is sufficient to illuminate the compartment 

thoroughly, so that the smallest print can be read. The taps are on the roof, and cannot, therefore, 

be tampered with by the passengers. An iron gas pipe passes along the roof of each carriage so 

lighted, and the junction between the carriages is by means of a flexible tube, with a little slack to 

allow of vibration in the coupling and vibration from propulsion. The contrivance is very simple, and 

could easily be extended to a whole train. The improvement is at present introduced into only two 

first class carriages on the East Lancashire line, which are used in the 4.40pm express train from 

Colne, and it has been in operation about a fortnight, sufficiently long to prove its perfect feasibility. 

(Engineer, 2 March 1860, p.148) 

On 8th July 1859 the engine of a L&Y passenger train struck the tongue of the points at the Salford 

Junction, and was, with the tender and six or seven carriages, thrown off the rails. Fortunately the 

train was running at a slow speed, and no fatality occurred. The accident was clearly caused by the 

pointsman not having quite closed the points when the engine passed over them. 

Evidently, however, the man’s attention was too much divided his points too imperfect, and his 

command of them too partial to give him a fair chance of doing his duty. At the time the train 

passed, and he was pulling the points over, an operation that on account of their stiff working too all 

his strength, he had a foot in each stirrup for lowering the signals for and up and down train on the 

Bolton line. To add to his embarrassment, the points and signals were worked from a stage 

immediately above the rails, and the floor of the stage, being boarded, intercepted the man’s view of 

the points completely. He could not, therefore, tell whether he had completely closed them or not, 

nor had he any indicator to show him the fact.  

To make matters worse, the road at the points was not in good order, but required to be properly 

packed. The pointsman himself was a very experienced man, and had been employed there from the 

first. The only wonder is how he could safely pilot 100 trains a day, with such imperfect appliances, 

amid such dangerous distractions. The attention of the directors was very properly called to the 

necessity of cutting away the cabin floor, and of supplying an indicator, to show the state of the 

points at night. (Engineer, 9 March 1860, p.158) 

Letter: […] in our third class carriages between Middleton and Manchester […] often blocked up with 

weavers wallets, which are sometimes placed upon the seats, and sometimes across the rail forming the 

division between one compartment and the other […] a lot of empty tin, or wood, bobbins poking into ones 

back must produce an extremely grateful impression upon the unfortunate individual who is favoured […] 

the railway porters at Victoria station whose conduct to third class passengers is notoriously rude […] but 

being equal to any of these […]. I have been able to make them know their true position. (Middleton 

Albion, 24 March 1860) 

The L&YR advertise for the supply of English oak scantling for wagon building purposes. (Herapath, 

31 March 1860) 
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April 
Only the widening of the wooden viaduct at Burnley stands in the way of opening the second line of 

rails on the Burnley branch. (L&YR Minutes, 4 April 1860) 

Part of the roof at the west end of Victoria station collapsed at about 10.00am on Tuesday, 3rd April 

1860 for a distance of about twenty yards, being part of the centre and north spans. The six lines of 

rails were blocked by debris until about 1.00pm when the through lines were re-opened to traffic. It 

appears that during a shunting operation a carriage had been derailed and then a locomotive moving 

other carriages pushed the derailed vehicle into a pillar supporting the roof. A similar accident 

occurred on 18th September 1847 when about thirty yards of the roof at the east end was 

destroyed. (Manchester Guardian, 4 April 1860) 

[…] At the western end of Victoria station (that from which the LNW trains start for Liverpool), 

the lines are converged upon the bridge over the Irwell, but diverged into four or five lines at the 

entrance to the station, and it is usual to place the carriages from Southport on the line at the north 

side, or, as it is called, “the Back”, that furthest from the platform. The empty carriages, on being 

shunted on to this line, have to turn a sharp curve, at the north-west angle of the station, close by a 

boundary wall, which constitutes the gable of the wholesale fish market. The Southport train duly 

arrived yesterday morning, Tuesday, 3rd April 1860, at 9.40am, and after delivering its passengers, the 

carriages were pushed to their own extreme siding. While this was being done, however, and before 

the last carriage had got upon its own line, some carriages which had come from Preston 

(passengers debarked) were forced along the adjoining line, to be in readiness for the 10.10am train 

to Liverpool. The pointsman who had turned the Southport carriages upon their siding, diverted the 

carriages immediately following upon the next line, and the first carriage of the latter train struck the 

first of the former. The Southport carriage was driven forward, but the Preston one was jerked off 

the rails, ran between them, and striking forcibly against a pillar, knocked it down, and with it came a 

portion of the roof, for about twenty three yards in length, and thirty five in breadth. The debris 

completely covered the carriages and rails, and the scene was one of complete wreck […].  

The pillar which was struck happened to be the most important of the series. At the north-west 

corner of the station there is a large door for the convenience of the traffic to the wholesale fish 

market, and the rails have a traverse crossing opposite to it, with a turntable. This crossing has 

rendered it necessary to dispense with one of the pillars; and in order to support the roof over this 

double distance, a large wrought iron arch was made to span from the gable to the next column. It 

was this column against which the carriage struck, and on its giving way, two bays to the westward 

of it, and one to the eastward, fell, with a loud crash. Breadth wise, the station is divided into three 

bays; the large central one, and that at the back, came to the ground, but the narrow one, over the 

platform, stood firm, although the pillars were drawn a little from the perpendicular. […]  

A large number of men were collected, and they were speedily at work. The labour was not merely 

one of clearing, or of simple labour. It required some skill to get the network of tough wrought-iron 

girders released from their various points of junction. They were torn bodily from the northern wall, 

but held to the southern bay, which remained standing. This inclined portion of the roof had to be 

taken down piecemeal. Slates were showered down, hammers and chisels were applied, and as the 

heavier masses of iron were liberated, engines were brought up, which with chains, dragged them off 

to a shed on the other side of the Irwell. The carriages, belonging to the L&Y Company, which came 

in collision with the pillar, were much damaged. The first, a second class, was completely smashed. 

The girders falling upon it, crushed its sides and ends completely flat, and nothing but its floor and 

wheels remained […]. The next carriage was a first class. The huge wrought-iron arched beam 

referred to fell along its roof, and it sustained the weight, but was twisted to a surprising degree. It 

was made of teak, and exhibited wonderful elasticity […]. The third carriage, a second class, had one 

half its roof driven in, by a large block of stone falling through it, off the end of the gable referred to, 

and from which it was prised by the end of the girder, as it fell from the wall.  
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The extremity of the gable was a source of danger for some time. A massive iron bracket, 

embedded in the masonry, was forced from its position, and hung partly over the causeway in 

Strangeways, and partly upon the line. It required considerable attention on the part of those having 

control, to divert its safe dislodgement, by fitting up a pair of shears. By persevering and arduous 

exertions the two central lines were cleared for through traffic at five minutes past one o’clock, the 

work having occupied about two hours. During the obstruction, the passengers from the trains 

arriving from the direction of Liverpool got out upon the railway bridge over the river, and then 

walked forward to the station. Those going out were passed off from the same place. With the fall 

of the roof there was an instant rupture of the wires of the British and Irish Magnetic Telegraph 

Company; but in a few minutes those interested were busy gathering the fractured wires together, 

piecing them, and with the utmost celerity “completing the circuit”. It is not easy to ascertain very 

precisely what may be the amount of damage sustained but, including the carriages, it is believed to 

be over rather than under £1,000. Remarks made by persons respecting the accident were generally 

followed by the expression of a hope that it might lead to the erection of a more commodious 

station. (Manchester Examiner, 4 April 1860) 

A little before ten o’clock on Tuesday morning a portion of the iron roofing over the Victoria 

station of the LNWR, at Manchester, fell in, through a train coming in contact with, and breaking, 

one of the cast iron pillars supporting the north west corner of the roof. This pillar was exceedingly 

near to the line of rails, and, in shunting a train; one of the carriages got off the rails, and came in 

contact with it. About 16 or 17 yards of the roof, by about 30 yards, fell in upon the railway, and a 

carriage cleaner was severely cut across the forehead by a bar of iron, but though the unfortunate 

man was sent to the Infirmary it is believed his life was not in danger. The other railway servants 

escaped uninjured. Fortunately there was no train taking up or discharging passengers under this 

part of the roof at the time, or the consequences would probably have been more serious. The loss 

to the company, it is believed, will not exceed £1,000. (Engineer, 6 April 1860, p.218)  

A man was killed in an accident at Victoria station whilst engaged on some buildings being erected in 

connection with the station. He had gone to a stand pipe near the staircase entrance from 

Cheetham Hill Road and when returning he crossed the line and was struck by a train. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 April 1860) 

Mr Fay reports that he is providing seats for 200 cattle wagons, for Whitsuntide traffic, and expects 

Mr Newall will fit up another 150. Mr Emmett is preparing wood tops for 200. 

Messrs Dent and Parker to build culverts and retaining walls for £850 in connection with the 

alteration of the viaduct at Manchester Road, Burnley. The company finding stone and fixing a crane, 

single line working to be adopted during the alteration of the viaduct, “with a man to take charge of 

it”. (L&YR Minutes, 18 April 1860) 

The L&YR advertise for the supply of English oak suitable for carriage building and for materials for 

250 wagons, except timber. (Herapath, 21 April 1860) 

The L&YR invite tenders for fitting up three arches as stables for forty three horses at Salford goods 

station. (Manchester Guardian, 24 April 1860) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 25 April 

1860.) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station masters house and for four cottages at Ormskirk; 

and a like number at Rainford. (Manchester Guardian, 5 May 1860) 
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Reported; that Lord Balcarres’ coal engine, which runs between Holland Moss and Liverpool, “throws 

out sparks and drops them in a very dangerous manner”. Lord Balcarres’ agent “to be requested at once 

to apply a remedy”. (L&YR Minutes, 8 May 1860) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the taking down, removing, and fixing, with additions, the large 

passenger roof; building additional waiting rooms and other alterations at Blackburn; building new 

booking office and erecting a roof over part of the platform at Accrington; building new office and 

waiting shed with other alterations at Ramsbottom. (Manchester Guardian, 8 May 1860) 

Locomotive engine drivers are organising a movement to consider the best means of obtaining a 

reduction of their period of labour to ten hours per day. At a conference held at Blackburn there 

were upwards of sixty delegates present, representing the leading lines of railway in the United 

Kingdom, and it was resolved the a local association should be formed in each district, and a central 

one in Manchester; that locomotive superintendents be memorialised to make such arrangements as 

would have the effect of securing a uniform rate of ten hours’ labour; that the various local 

associations report the result of their application to the head office, in Manchester, previous to an 

application to Parliament for a Ten Hour’s Bill, and that a levy of 1d per week be made on each 

member for the purpose of carrying on the movement. (Engineer, 11 May 1860, p.312) 

Lord Balcarres’ agent states; “there must be a great mistake, as there is a plate on the top of the smoke 

box to prevent sparks from being thrown out of the chimney. The ash pan has a solid bottom, and it is 

impossible for any fire to get out of it”. Mr Jenkins to examine Lord Balcarres engines and report on 

their condition. (L&YR Minutes, 16 May 1860) 

Letter: […] At Haslingden station there is not the slightest convenience for gentlemen, the first class waiting 

room being about two yards square, miserably furnished, and untidily kept, to say nothing of several 

necessary appendages totally omitted. Then, the way by which passengers approach the station is almost 

constantly obstructed by wagons, and a stranger, at night time, has frequently the greatest difficulty in finding 

his way through a badly lighted yard into the public street. If it were not for the general civility we meet from 

the officials at the station, we should conceive that we were, as far as the station is concerned, in the very 

infancy of railway convenience […] (Manchester Examiner, 16 May 1860) 

Mr Robert Dodwell has been appointed district engineer of the Magnetic Telegraph Company’s 

works in L&Y, including the docks line of telegraph at Liverpool, which is now transferred to the 

Magnetic Company. (Engineer, 18 May 1860, p.327) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of a warehouse at Over Darwen; for the earthworks for a 

branch railway about half a mile long at Bickerstaffe. (Manchester Guardian, 19 May 1860) 

The new L&YR station at Wigan was opened on Saturday, 26th May 1860. (Manchester Guardian, 28 

May 1860) 

[…] The L&YR new passenger station at Wigan which has been in course of erection during the past 

winter, and which has also been patiently waited for by the inhabitants for many years, was opened 

on Saturday, 26th May 1860 the whole of the officials of the company then taking up their quarters in 

the new building. The new building is situated about 200 yards from the Wallgate on the opposite 

side of the road to that on which stands the old station. (Manchester Examiner, 28 May 1860) 

Earthworks of the Bickerstaffe colliery branch to be let to Rich and Fawkes at £771 June 4½d. 

Removal of roof and other improvements at Blackburn station to be let to Whitehead and Holland for 

£4,600. (L&YR Minutes, 29 May 1860) 

Mr Jenkins reports; “the greatest fault (in Lord Balcarres engine) is in the ash pan being open at both 

sides, and that the fire-bars are much out of order, two or three inches apart in some places. It is no 

wonder of the fire dropping on the line to a dangerous extent […] the blast pipe in the engine 
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reported is very small and no doubt causes more sparks to be emitted from the chimney”. Mr Jenkins 

to see Mr Peace, Lord Balcarres agent, and get him at once to carry out the improvements suggested. 

(L&YR Minutes, 29 May 1860) 

June 
Another railway accident occurred near Liverpool on Monday. The engine of a passenger train, 

when opposite the Sandhills station (en route to Southport), went off the line in rounding a curve, 

and after dragging two of the carriages with it, overturned. One of the carriages was broken, but, 

fortunately, no passengers were injured. The fireman, however, was badly hurt. The traffic was 

delayed for some time as trains could not pass. (Engineer, 1 June 1860, p.360) 

A new railway station has been opened at Wigan by the L&YR. (Engineer, 1 June 1860, p.360) 

Report of the ten hours movement among railway engine drivers and firemen. (Manchester 

Examiner, 12 June 1860) 

Wright’s buffer and draw-spring, patent 20th July 1858. The buffers are in course of trial on the 

L&YR, where, as far as it has been used, it is satisfactory. Plan drawing. (Engineer, 15 June 1860, 

p.381) 

[…] meeting in Manchester of 130 delegates of drivers and firemen working on railways in the north 

of England to promote ten hour day labour. (Engineer, 15 June 1860, p.392) 

The Government Inspector has found his requirements on the Burnley branch fulfilled, except that he 

requires the trains to be worked by telegraph through the three tunnels and will not assent to the 

opening until this is done. (L&YR Minutes, 20 June 1860) 

July 
Resolved: that consequent upon the amalgamation of the L&YR and the East Lancashire Railway the 

engineering departments of the amalgamated companies should be concentrated under one head. Mr 

Meek to be retained, Mr Perring to be paid one year’s salary to 30th June 1861 and then allowed to 

retire. (L&YR Minutes, 4 July 1860) 

[…] to the west of (Wigan station) the lines from Liverpool and Southport are protected by distant 

and junction signals. The junction signal cabin is on the west side of the LNWR bridge; between the 

cabin and the bridge on the same level is a raised stage from which five pairs of points, which are on 

the east side of the bridge, are worked. The pointsman has the disadvantage of not being able to see 

any of these points whilst he holds them over and cannot tell whether they are open or closed except 

from memory. Since the re-arrangement of the station and the junction, points and signals are worked 

by one man and another works the five pairs of points […] by introducing those mechanical 

arrangements which have been adopted for junction signals in the south of England which require that 

the points shall be set right before the signal can be lowered and preventing the signalman from 

showing two all right signals at the same time more safety can be achieved […] (Accident report, 10 

July 1860) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Low Moor; for the alteration of 

the station masters house at Moses Gate station. (Manchester Guardian, 21 July 1860) 

August 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of waiting rooms on the up platform at Wigan station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 4 August 1860) 

Report of the directors for the L&YR meeting to be held on 15th August 1860. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 August 1860; Herapath, 11 August 1860) 
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The following is the report of the directors of the L&Y, to be submitted at the forty-eight half yearly 

general meeting of the proprietors, to be held on August 15th:-  

The increase in the traffic receipts referred to in the last report has continued through the whole of 

the half year. 831 new wagons, supplied in the half years, have been barely sufficient to keep pace 

with the growing business which the trade of the country is constantly throwing on your lines of 

railway. The balance of the net revenue of the company, applicable to the payment of dividend on 

the consolidated stock, amounts to £342,787, and out of this your directors recommend to the 

proprietors to declare a dividend at the rate of 5½ per cent, per annum, less income-tax, and to 

carry forward the balance, £10,165, to next half year’s account. The working expenses, which, with 

taxes and passenger duty, amount to £374,538, or 40¾ per cent, on the gross receipts, include a 

large outlay in repairing and improving the company’s working stock, and your directors are assured, 

by the reports of the heads of the rolling stock departments that the stock is in good order and 

condition.  

The renewal account, which now embraces the amalgamated lines, has been debited with a sum of 

£23,144-14-6d for rails, chairs, and sleepers, etc., and credited with £15,000 transferred from 

revenue account. The balance at the debit of the renewal account is now reduced to £28,821 

November 6d against £44,914 May 10d standing to its debit at the corresponding period of 1859, 

and against £51,529 May 6d in June 1858, showing a diminution of this account in favour of the 

company, in two years, of £22,707-14s, although, since the latter date, the East Lancashire section of 

the railway has been brought into the account, The debenture stock of the company is being 

gradually taken up by the investing public, and your directors would again call the attention of the 

shareholders to the eligibility of this stock for trust and other analogous purposes. Your directors, 

whilst anxious to restrict expenditure on capital account within the narrowest possible limits 

consistent with the true interests of the company, recognise the necessity for such an increase of 

the company’s working stock will fully meet the requirements of the increasing traffic. Inadequate 

means for working increase the expense of handling and forwarding, and occasional delays which are 

of serious disadvantage to the company. To remedy this, measures have been taken for running a 

greater number of through goods trains, which have, to some extent, economised stock and power, 

but still further outlay in the enlargement of stations, and for providing additional working stock, is 

now absolutely necessary.  

The estimate of capital expenditure for the past half year, submitted to the last general meeting of 

proprietors, was £136,500. Of this amount £126,442-17-2d has been expended. The estimate of the 

requirements for the current half year is, for wagons, £16,000; carriages, £12,000; enlargement of 

stations, £70,000; additional land, £10,000; engines, £20,000.  

The Parliamentary opposition of your company to the proposed Wakefield and Doncaster line of 

the GN Company was successful; a committee of the House of Commons has again decided against 

this project, thus showing, as your directors anticipated, that, in the judgement of Parliament, this 

line is wholly unnecessary. Your directors also successfully opposed, in conjunction with other 

companies, the Traffic Arrangement Bill introduced into Parliament by the L&NW, GN, MS&L and 

MR companies, many of the provisions of which, from their exclusive character, were regarded as 

being exceedingly detrimental to your and neighbouring railway companies, and calculated to 

interfere with those friendly arrangements which ought to submit among them; and your directors 

trust that the strong expression of feeling which those measures have called forth will be sufficient 

to prevent any attempt to revive them in any future session of Parliament. Several other measures 

affecting the interests of your company were presented in the last session of Parliament, and 

opposed by the directors, most of which were either withdrawn or rejected. (Engineer, 10 August 

1860, p.97) 
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On Saturday last an accident occurred on the line from Southport to Manchester, at a crossing near 

Bescar Lane, about four or five miles from the former pace. The train which left Southport for 

Manchester at half past four in the afternoon, conveying a large number of passengers, proceeded at 

its usual speed, until it arrived about 500 yards past Bescar Lane station, where there is a level 

crossing for vehicles and pedestrians. At this point there are gates on each side of the railway, on 

which a caution is inscribed that they must be kept closed. When the train arrived within a short 

distance of the crossing, a farm servant, with a horse and cart, was endeavouring to pass over the 

line; but, through the negligence of the driver, the animal and vehicle could not be got to the 

opposite side in time to clear the train, which was close upon the spot. The consequence was that 

the engine struck the off-side wheel of the vehicle, which was dashed forward for a short distance, 

but did not get clear of the line. The engine again struck the cart, which was shattered to pieces, the 

horse killed on the spot, and the locomotive was forced off the line by the collision, tearing up rails 

for about 50 yards, and plunging, as it were, into a deep bed of sand, carrying with it one or two 

carriages. As may be supposed, the passengers were greatly alarmed, and at first it was supposed 

that human life had been sacrificed. Indeed, from the nature of the occurrence, such a conclusion 

was only reasonable; but we are glad to state that no one experienced more than a severe shaking, 

with the exception of the driver, who was slightly hurt on the breast. (Engineer, 10 August 1860, 

p.102) 

[…] the north junction (at Blue Pits) is protected as far as the main line is concerned, by a junction 

semaphore signal, placed south of the main line, and by a distant disc 400 yards west of this junction. 

This distant can be seen for a considerable distance before it is reached, there is a rising gradient on 1 

in 180 as the junction is approached from Manchester. Gas is used for the lamps at Blue Pits station 

and for the junction signals. (Accident report, 13 August 1860) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 15th August 1860. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 August 1860; Herapath, 18 August 1860) 

On Wednesday, the ordinary half-yearly meeting of the L&YR Company was held at the offices, 

Hunts Bank, Manchester – Mr George Wilson, the deputy-chairman, presided, and in moving the 

adoption of the report, said the dividend which it was proposed should be paid this half-year might 

fairly be compared with that of any other company for the same period and the same number of 

miles. There was every prospect, he was glad to say, that the next half-year’s dividend would be 

better than the present one, as he observed that their weekly receipts were increased ones. For the 

week just ended, the increase over the corresponding week of last year was £5,000, and he was 

happy to say that there was every prospect of a continuance of this weekly increase. The first item 

in the accounts to which he should direct their attention was, that the receipts for passengers, 

goods, and mails, for the half-year ending June last, was £340,490 18s 5d, against £308,685 in the 

corresponding half-year of 1859, showing an increase of £31,825, or 10 per cent. That increase 

represented an additional amount of passenger traffic equal to the three-quarters of a million of 

passengers. It was said that their traffic was little better than omnibus traffic. But they had a very 

excellent first-class passenger traffic between Manchester and other places to Blackpool and 

Southport during the summer months, in addition to which they had a great number of cheap 

excursion trains running over their line.  

The average number of persons travelling over their line annually was now ten and a half millions, 

and each passenger rode on the average six miles and three quarters, for which they paid 9½ d each. 

Now, when they come to consider that they had to find station accommodation and other 

necessaries for this great number of persons, it would be clear to them that the railway was of some 

service to the public. The passenger receipts on their line were less per mile that they were on any 

other great railway in the kingdom. The LNW average more than 1½d per mile; the MR nearly 1½d; 

the GWR and NER about 1.38d; while on the L&Y the receipts per mile averaged on 1.08d. If their 

mileage had been equal to that of the L&NW, their aggregate receipts would have been increased by 
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£80,000 or £90,000 on the present half-year; and the directors would have been able to have 

declared a dividend of 6¾ per cent, and have carried over some £8,000 to the reserve fund account. 

Now, because their traffic was omnibus traffic, it was not so much likely to be disturbed as were it 

otherwise.  

The receipts on the half-year for goods and life stock were £554,078, against £492,299 in the 

corresponding half of 1859, showing an increase of £61,779, or 12½ per cent. Their goods tonnage 

was 300,000 more than last year. Their next receipts were from the Preston and Wyre Railway, and 

amounted to £23,676 as against £19,065 in the corresponding half of last year, or an increase of 

£4,615. The loss by this railway to the company this half-year was £11,000 and upwards; but not 

many years ago the loss by the same source was £21,000. They had always regarded the P&WR as 

the eldest son of the L&Y line, and therefore they might perhaps expect that the junior branches of 

the family might have to suffer for the support which they were bound to give as the junior 

branches. However, the directors had hopes that the income of that line would so increase, that 

shortly it would support itself, and pay the money that had been given for it.  

Their total receipts were £922,283 1s 5d, against £224,489 in the corresponding half-year of 1859, 

showing an increase of £97,774 earned over 395 miles of railway. They had received more than the 

Midland, with its 614 miles of rails; nearly equal to the NE, and more than the Great Western, with 

its 466 miles of rails. With the exception of the LNW their receipts were larger than those of any 

other line in the kingdom.  

On the other side of the account, the cost of locomotive engine power showed a considerable 

increase over that of 1859. Including wages and salaries, this amounted in 1860 to £25,641, and last 

corresponding half-year to £24,969. The greater proportion of this increase was owing to the price 

of labour. The chief increase in locomotive power expenditure over that of last year arose out of 

repairs; and he could not hold out any hope that these expenses, which must come annually, would 

be diminished in future. It was bad policy to keep things out of repair at any time; and the directors 

were determined not to do so either in regard to the permanent way or rolling stock.  

They had constructed their engines for burning coal instead of coke, on the principle of Messrs Lees 

and Jenkins, and it would be a saving to the company. The cost of coal and coke per mile, in 1857, 

was 2.4d, but now it was only 1.9d per mile. The coaching charges, as well as office expenses, 

presented considerable increase, but the increase was a necessary one. For merchandise they had an 

increase charge of £18,903; the amount being £141,664, as against £122,761 in 1859. They had spent 

£8,200 in the improvement of plant, etc., and £2,400 in additional wagons. For sacks, sheets, horse 

keep, and farriery, there was an increase of £6,000, and the remaining £13,452 was for working of 

the additional traffic. The maintenance of the permanent way had this year cost £40,000, last year 

£41,000. The “renewal account” was opened in 1849, at the recommendation of a committee of 

inquiry, for the purpose of enabling the directors to declare an equal dividend on both portions of 

the year. In 1858 it amounted to £51,529; in 1859 to £44,914; and in 1860 to £28,821, which was 

the lowest balance that had appeared since 1855. They had discharged £16,000 of this account this 

year, or the dividend would have been ¾ per cent more. He thought the account was a very 

beneficial one to the shareholders, and he advised that it should not be closed. The general charges 

account did not, he thought, speak badly for the directors. The office expenses, notwithstanding 

increased traffic, were less this year than they were last. With regard to the item for the directors’ 

remuneration, he could assure them that they would always have great pleasure in keeping it as low 

a figure as possible, although the price of provisions and everybody’s wages should advance. For 

rates and taxes they had paid £15,500; last year £10,181; but the current half-year would not be so 

heavy, and the directors, as far as possible, would resist an increase of rates and taxes upon their 

property.  
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There was a small increase in the legal expenses; and although most shareholders were in the habit 

of looking upon the legal expenses as so much money thrown away, it was not so in this instance, he 

could assure them.  

In June half-year, 1851, their aggregate receipts were £498,533. This half-year (including those of the 

East Lancashire) their receipts were £922,283, or an increase of £423,330, or 85 per cent in nine 

years. 

In 1851 their number of engines was 281, in 1861, 334; showing an increase of only 53 in nine years, 

or 19 per cent. Each engine in 1851 earned £1,775 in six months; each engine this half-year earned 

£2,761, or nearly double, and their rolling stock was in an efficient state. In June 1851, they had 700 

passenger carriages; this year they had 1,114, or an increase of 414, or 60 per cent. In the half-year 

ending June 1851, they carried 2,594,024 passengers; this half-year they had carried 7,038,078, or an 

increase of 4,444,054 or 171 per cent, with an increase of only 60 per cent in carriages. In 1851, the 

luggage and goods trucks were 4,522; and in 1860, 8,751, showing an increase in the number of 

4,229, or 94 per cent. In 1851, the number of tons carried was 896,329, while in 1860 it was 

2,611,998, or an increase of 191 per cent, with an increase of only 94 per cent in wagons. Since 1851 

they had spent on works £1,191,887, and the revenue had increased £423,330. In 1851, the 

shareholders only received 19½ per cent dividend; this year they would receive one of 35 per cent.  

He then proceeded to show that, notwithstanding what some people said to the contrary, railways 

were good and safe investments. Despite all that was done during the railway mania in 1844 May 6 

and 7, not a mile of railway had been closed; but the same could not be said of some joint stock 

banks, etc. In 1845 there were in the United Kingdom 2,300 miles of railway, with a capital paid up 

of nearly £60,000,000 or £70,000,000 sterling. That year Parliament granted 2,500 miles more, with 

a proposed capital of 60 or 70 million more; in 1846 Parliament granted 4,700 or 4,800 more with a 

capital of 140 million, and in 1847-8, 9,700 miles more, with a capital 220, 230, or 240 million more.  

In 1845 the LNW paid 10 per cent with 381 miles of railway, and in 1850 it paid 5 per cent on 556 

miles. The Midland, in 1845, paid 7 per cent on 283 miles, and in 1850, on 496 miles, 2¼ per cent. 

While on 58 miles the L&Y paid 8 per cent, it only paid on 253 miles 2 per cent. This decline could 

not, however, take place in future, for there was now a railway everywhere. The increase from 1850 

down to the present time had been gradual on every line, and he had no doubt between that that 

increase would steadily continue. The L&Y line had increased in its dividend from 2 per cent in 1852 

to 5 per cent in 1857, but that year the panic in trade sent them down again to 3¾ per cent. They 

were now up again. (Engineer, 17 August 1860, p.115/116) 

On Monday night, about a quarter before eleven, an alarming accident occurred at Bluepits, on the 

L&Y, but from the inquiries made it appeared that no person was seriously injured. A train of twenty 

two carriages, with about 600 excursionists, composed of the Miles Platting workpeople of the 

L&YR Company, was returning from Liverpool, and passing over the fork at Bluepits, the driver 

received the signal from the pointsman that all was right. The train proceeded in due course to the 

main line; but whilst about nine of the hinder carriages were still crossing the rails of the main line, 

the 10.15pm mail train from Manchester to Yorkshire came up at such a speed as not to be able to 

pull up before a collision had occurred. Two of the carriages of the excursion train were thrown off 

the line by the shock, and much damaged; and many of the passengers were hurt. The medical men 

of the district were soon in attendance on the sufferers, but it was found that all were able to 

proceed to their homes. Every attention, we are told, was paid to those who were in any way 

injured. The passengers in the 10.15pm train were not affected by the accident. The line was clear 

again after a delay of three hours. From another source we learn that six of the carriages were 

thrown off the line, and that an hour and a half elapsed before medical men arrived. Also, that much 

incivility was experienced by the excursionists from the porters at the Bluepits station. (Engineer, 17 

August 1860, p.116) 
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An interesting passage occurs in the speech of the chairman, George Wilson, at the half yearly 

meeting of the L&YR Company. Mr Wilson said that the cost of locomotive power showed a 

considerable increase over 1859, arising mainly from the higher price of labour and for the large sum 

of £9,112 for repairs, etc. He could not hold out any expectation that this latter item would be 

diminished, as it would be the worst possible policy to neglect the repair of the rolling stock and 

permanent way. They were making use of Jenkin’s and Lee’s improvement for the consumption of 

coal. In 1857 the cost of fuel on the East Lancashire and L&Y systems was 2½d per mile; in 1860 it 

amounted only to 2d or a clear saving of ½d per mile for all the miles run over by each engine, 

which showed that the directors had acted prudently in adapting their engines for the consumption 

of coal. In 1851 the number of locomotives was 281; in 1860 it was 334. Each engine in 1851 earned 

£1,775 in six months; this half year each had earned £2,761. In 1851 the passengers carried 

numbered 2,594,024; and in 1860, 7,038,078; whilst the increases of carriages had only been sixty 

per cent. The goods traffic had increased 191 per cent since 1851, whilst the wagons had only been 

increased 94 per cent. (Engineer, 24 August 1860, p.138) 

Report of a meeting of the Railway Engine Drivers and Firemen’s Shorter Hours Movement, a 

representative from the L&YR was in the chair. (Manchester Guardian, 28 August 1860) 

Notice of the death of Jesse Hartley, former engineer of the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Railway. 

(Engineer, 31 August 1860, p.154) 

September 
Report of a meeting in Ripponden regarding a proposed railway between Sowerby Bridge and 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 1 September 1860) 

Reports of the accident at Helmshore on 3rd September 1860. (Manchester Guardian; 4th, 5th, 

6th,8th,10th,11th,13th,14th,15th: Manchester Examiner; 5th,6th,10th,11th,13th,14th,15th: Engineer; 7th,14th,21st.) 

The embankment at Ribble viaduct, Preston, for the support of the wing wall, “has long been 

completed”. (L&YR Minutes, 5 September 1860) 

Report of the Ripponden railway scheme meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 15 September 1860) 

The L&YR chairman asked how many brakes are in operation on passenger trains, and how many 

needed to fit up all passenger trains with continuous brakes. Newall has 27 sets of continuous brakes 

and 42 single brakes in full operation, and would need 24 sets more. Fay has 27 sets of continuous 

brakes and would require 60 more. (L&YR Minutes, 19 September 1860) 

A project has been started for a railway through the Ripponden Valley. It is proposed that the 

railway shall branch out of the L&Y line at Sowerby Bridge, and then traverse the south bank of the 

Ryburn, through the townships of Norland, Barkisland, and Rishworth; thence by Booth Dean to 

Blue Pits. Manchester is distant from Sowerby Bridge 27½ miles by the L&Y line, but through 

Ripponden it would be only 20 miles. The manufacturers are all but unanimous in favour of the new 

railway. Preliminary steps are being taken as to the amount of traffic passing through the valley, etc.  

(Engineer, 21 September 1860, p.202) 

An important meeting took place at Hull on Friday, between deputations of the New Dock 

Company, the NER and L&YR […]. The deputations from the railway companies, after having 

viewed the site of the proposed dock, and having asked several questions regarding finance, traffic, 

and accommodation, […] expressed themselves as of the opinion that the site was unequalled, and 

that they were fully satisfied, it was adapted as well for promoting the general benefit of the port as 

for railway purposes.  (Engineer, 28 September 1860, p.218) 
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October 
Report of a proposed railway between Blackpool and Lytham about 7½ miles. (Engineer, 5 October 

1860, 234) 

Full report of the L&YR chairman at the meeting held on 15th August 1860. (Herapath, 20 October 

1860) 

There was a boiler explosion on Friday, 26th October 1860 at the L&YR Miles Platting wagon works 

in which three men were badly injured, one died later. The building, about 100 yards square and 

situated on the north side of the railway, was not badly damaged. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

October 1860) 

[…] Yesterday afternoon, Friday, 26th October 1860, a very serious accident occurred in the 

premises near Miles Platting station, occupied as a railway carriage works by the L&YR. The works 

occupy a large space of ground and some 280 to 300 men are constantly employed in the various 

branches. The steam powered is obtained by two boilers of twenty five horse power each, which 

are placed together, and of the newest construction. About three minutes to one o’clock, one of the 

boilers burst, by the collapse of an internal flue, with a tremendous noise, scattering steam about in 

all directions, and throwing a quantity of brickwork from the partition wall, in fragments, to a 

greater or lesser distance. Mr Emmett, the superintendent, was in his office at the time, and rushed 

out at once on hearing the explosion. On going to the boilers he found the end of one ripped open, 

and when the steam and smoke were cleared away a round piece of plate was discovered on the 

ground, which had been blown from its interior. At the time of the occurrence a number of men 

were seated round the stove a short distance from the boilers, reading the newspapers, their dinner 

hour being hardly expired. Three of them, named Matthews, Sutton and Seddon, were found for 

have been very seriously injured…At another stove, about fifteen yards from the boiler more of the 

men were seated. One of them, Garner, was scalded, and died later; others were injured […]. The 

boiler was laid down twenty two months ago, and has been examined regularly every few weeks 

since by a competent party. It was made on the premises, of the best materials […]. The works 

were not stopped, the remaining boiler being used to drive the engine. (Manchester Examiner, 27 

October 1860) 

Notice of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 27 October 1860) 

November 
A serious boiler explosion took place on Friday, 26th October 1860 at the Miles Platting wagon 

works of the L&YR. The boiler had only been used for about two years. On the north side of the 

railway is a large building, about 100 yards square; the west corner being occupied by the engine and 

boiler house, which are separated from each other by a brick wall. In the boiler house were two 

boilers, each of thirty horse powered, and one comparatively new, having only been in use about 

two years. This boiler, which exploded, was made in the company’s own works. The engine driver 

had just gone out of the boiler house into the engine room to set the engine in motion, when the 

explosion happened. Both ends of the boiler gave way, and were blown, one through a doorway into 

the open air, and the other through a fourteen inch wall, where a number of workmen were eating 

their dinners. Four men were seriously injured by falling bricks and steam, but the damage to the 

buildings was not very great, and the engine house being parallel with the boilers escaped altogether. 

The accident is thought to have arisen from the bursting of one of two internal flues. The length of 

the boiler was about twenty two feet and diameter six feet. (Engineer, 2 November 1860, p.289) 

Report of the inquiry into the boiler explosion. Letter suggesting the cause of the explosion. 

(Engineer, 9 November 1860, p.305/314) 

Many coal owners’ engines running on the line are stated to be without ash pans. The provision of 

these to be insisted on in future. (L&YR Minutes, 14 November 1860) 
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Notice of L&YR Bills, including a bridge over Ordsall Lane, Salford, to the goods yard; branch 

railways to Meltham, Shawforth, Heap Bridge and Heckmondwike; powers to enlarge Miles Platting 

station; and powers to build a new railway from Salford to Victoria station and the enlargement of 

Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 15 November 1860) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the warehouse at Heckmondwike. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 November 1860) 

The tender of S Pearson, £1,477, accepted for the warehouse at Heckmondwike, and £141-15-10d, 

for a shoddy shed at the same place. (L&YR Minutes, 28 November 1860) 

Proposed: that future 1st class carriages to be built 26 feet 6 inches long (the same length as that 

required by the Board of Trade for 3rd class) instead of 25 feet as heretofore. Not accepted. (L&YR

Minutes, 28 November 1860) 

December 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 

11 December 1860) 

A rumour which has been in circulation in the North of England during the last week or two that the 

L&YR and MR companies were about to amalgamate, has received a contradiction “on the most 

positive authority”. It is added that no proposal of such a nature has been made, or even discussed, by 

the directors. The rumour has probably arisen from the fact that negotiations have been taking place 

for some alterations and improvements in the traffic arrangements between the two companies. 

(Engineer, 14 December 1860, p.396) 

[…] Rochdale station is protected from the south west by a semaphore station signal at the west end 

of the down platform. There is a signalman 156 yards west of the semaphore who works a down 

distant signal 724 yards west of the semaphore, which can be worked also directly from the 

semaphore. A second signalman stands 459 yards west of the semaphore and works an outer distant 

signal 990 yards west of the semaphore. There are sidings lying to the north of the down line […] 

(Accident report, 24 December 1860) 

The L&YR announce the removal of the parcel office from the west end to the east end of Victoria 

station as from Tuesday, 1st January 1861. On and after that date all parcels carried by the company 

will be received and delivered from that end of the Victoria station. A new parcel receiving office will 

be opened at the corner of the Palatine Hotel on 1st January 1861. (Manchester Examiner, 31 

December 1860); Manchester Guardian, 3 January 1861) 
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1861 
January 

Letter: […] to call the attention of the directors of the L&YR to the very inadequate accommodation both 

for passengers and goods at Horbury station, than which, I believe, there is not a station on the whole line 

paying better, booking between 50,000 and 60,000 passengers yearly and raising a revenue of upwards of 

£2,000. Now, all the accommodation is an arch under a bridge which crosses the line, where all classes have 

to pack together in a part of the arch ten feet square. The then is the goods department, the tonnage of 

which is somewhere about 6,000 tons, raising something like £7,000 annually. Now, for the working of all 

this traffic, will it be believed that there is only what is called a siding, thirty yards long, from which there is 

no egress, in addition, rendering the place all the inconvenience possible? The engines calling there for coal 

have to run down the line leading to the siding, consequently the goods wagons have to be constantly moved 

backwards and forwards to make way for the engines […]. I am in the habit of having grain brought to this 

station by the company, and I have known my team to have to wait as long for loading as they could have 

fetched the goods from Wakefield, the place where they had been sent from. On Wednesday, the 26th 

ultimo, my man went to the station at 8.00am and was there at 5.00pm not being able to get loaded till 

that time. Again, I had a truck loaded with barley, which arrived on the 28th ultimo but was blocked up, and 

could not be got at till the 2nd instant, making five days’ delay. Mine is not an isolated case; all who have 

business at this station are put to similar inconvenience. I have frequently remonstrated with the officials who 

very civilly tell me there are plans out for alteration, a plea getting very stale, being of seven years standing 

[…]. (Manchester Examiner, 8 January 1861) 

Yesterday afternoon, 9th January 1861, an accident occurred under the Ducie Bridge, at the east end 

of Victoria station. It is customary for each train leaving Manchester for Yorkshire to be followed by 

a pilot engine, to assist in propelling it up the incline, and the pilot engine usually leaves the station 

from the line of rails on the opposite side to the platform, whilst the train starts from the near side. 

Before the train gets under the bridge, it commences to cross the rails to the extreme left, and then 

the pilot engine moves forward, and joins up to it. Yesterday afternoon the 3.50pm LNW train for 

Leeds left the station at the usual time, and proceeded to come to the opposite side. Before it had 

got completely across, however, the pilot engine came up, and ran into the centre of it, derailing the 

pilot engine and three of the carriages of the LNW train […] (Manchester Examiner, 10 January 

1861) 

About 230 porters and their wives and friends belonging to the Oldham Road goods station, 

Manchester, sat down to an excellent tea in the Domestic Mission Schoolroom in Rochdale Road to 

celebrate the opening of a society established among themselves, called the Porters’ Provident 

Society in connection with the goods station. The benefits arising from the society are 8s per week 

when sick. (Manchester Examiner, 15 January 1861) 

“Hot water tins” to be provided without fail next winter in through carriages between Normanton and 

Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 16 January 1861) 

[…] Kirkdale Junction is 600 yards north of Sandhills station. There is a signalman’s cabin and two 

pointsmans’ cabins, one of which is opposite the stage where the signals are worked, the other further 

south and removed from the main line has acquired the name “Glory Hole”, this cabin is not usually 

worked on Sundays […] (Accident report, 20 January 1861)  

Letter: […] there are two platforms (at Horbury station) for the up and down trains, without the slightest 

shelter, seat, or accommodation of any kind; these said platforms are composed of cinders in various stages 

of decomposition […]. The station is composed of one arch of a bridge […] and has the appearance of a 

cellar minus beer barrels and bottles. Its walls have at some time been whitewashed with lime […]. A 

portion of this dungeon, about twelve feet square, has been built off as a ticket office, containing a gas light, 
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desk, and a rusty fireplace; and there, the unfortunate officials have their duties to perform, either suffocated 

with heat, or, if the door is open, starving with cold. In the corner used as a waiting room may be seen, on a 

wet day first, second and third class passengers […] all huddled together about a fire […] (Manchester 

Examiner, 22 January 1861) 

Report of the success of lighting carriages by gas on the East Lancashire section of the L&YR. The 

invention is Mr Newall’s, and the gas is kept in a flexible receiver in the guard’s van. From the van 

iron tubes carry the gas over the tops of the carriages, the connection between the pipes on each 

carriage being made of flexible tubing. From the pipes over the tops of carriages short suspenders 

drop into each compartment of the carriages, to which ate attached neat brackets and glass globes; 

thus a flood of light by which passengers may read comfortably is obtained, and considerable warmth 

is imparted by the lamps, while all foul air escapes through the roof. (Engineer, 25 January 1861, 

p.65) 

A locomotive, one day last week, broke through a platform on the dock line at Liverpool of the 

L&YR the fireman, a man named Turner, being killed. At the inquest, Mr Newlands, civil engineer for 

the borough, said he had made an examination of the ruin of the platform, and was of the opinion 

that the platform was totally incapable of bearing the weight of an engine. He would, however, 

request some time in order to make a thorough examination of the structure and ascertain its 

weight. (Engineer, 25 January 1861, p.66) 

A successful effort has been made on the L&YR to light a passenger train with gas. The invention is 

Mr Newall’s (the inventor of the continuous railway break), and the gas is kept in a flexible receiver, 

in the guard’s van. From the van iron tubes carry it over the tops of the carriages, the connections 

being made of flexible tubing. Short suspenders drop into each compartment of the carriage to 

brackets and glass globes. (The Builder, 26 January 1861) 

The traffic of the dock branch of the L&YR, at Liverpool, has been impeded in consequence of the 

fall of a high level platform, upon which, in shunting, an engine and tender had been allowed to pass, 

along with some waggons. The unusual weight caused the girders (brittle with the frost, perhaps) to 

give way, and a portion of the platform, with the engine and tender, were precipitated into the 

street below. The fireman was killed on the spot, and the engine driver severely scalded. From the 

adjourned proceedings of the inquest, it appears that the driver was quite aware of the risk, and very 

properly refused to place his engine on the platform, which was only intended for waggons; but he 

was ordered by the banksman to do so. Mr J Newlands, engineer for the borough of Liverpool, said 

he had made a rough calculation sufficiently near to guide him in the opinion he was about to offer. 

He was of the opinion that the girder, taking into consideration all its circumstances of dead and 

passing weight, had not a great amount of strength to spare beyond what was required to support 

the dead weight of the structure. It required no proof to show what would be the effect of a heavy 

moving load upon the girder. Mr Newlands said he would present the exact details at the next 

meeting. An important question would be raised by the inquiry because such structures as that 

platform were especially exempt from the power given to the local authorities by the Building Act. 

In this Mr Rishton, the borough surveyor concurred. He said he raised the question some years ago 

as to whether such structures were exempt from the operation of the local authority, and it was 

ruled against him. (The Builder, 26 January 1861) 

February 
The L&YR announce that Agecroft station will be closed from 31st January 1861. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 February 1861) 

On Tuesday, 2nd February 1861 members of the L&YR passenger department and their families took 

tea in the large schoolroom beneath the chapel in Great George Street, Salford. Afterwards William 

Blacklock, L&YR director, expressed pleasure at meeting so many workmen, other addresses were 
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delivered by the Reverend W S Brown, Mr Henry Blackmore, Superintendent of the Line, Mr 

Geldars, secretary of the City Mission and Mr Stanley, L&YR excursion agent. The very pleasant 

gathering broke up at about 10.00pm (Middleton Albion, 9 February 1861) 

Mr Meek to arrange for the strengthening of the wooden bridge on the Oldham branch, reported 

not safe. (Minutes, 13 February 1861) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 13th February 1861. It was stated that 

the railway from Salford to Victoria station, 2/3 mile, would cost £150,000 and would enable the 

company to carry traffic through Victoria station without obstruction. There was no intended 

opposition to the LNWR and the directors had not abandoned the idea of co-operation with that 

railway company. (Manchester Guardian, 14 February 1861; Herapath, 16 February 1861) 

The L&YR dividends have been declared, that on the ordinary shares being at the rate of 6 per cent, 

per annum. The company have projected 47 miles of new lines at an estimated cost of £1,155,000. 

(Engineer, 15 February 1860, p. 101) 

The L&YR carried 8,395,000 passengers in the last half year of 1860. The average mileage of each 

passenger, which was 13 miles in 1857, is now 10¾, the average receipts from all passengers being 

less than 1d per mile. (Engineer, 15 February 1861, p. 101) 

An experiment has been in progress during the last two years, on the  L&YR, to determine the best 

kind of rails, “every possible description, without regard to price,” having been put down where the 

traffic was heaviest. The results are not yet determined.  (Engineer, 15 February 1861, p.101) 

The Liverpool Borough Engineer, Mr Newlands, reporting on the collapse of the platform on the 

L&YR North Docks station, found a breaking weight of the girder to be 114 tons when loaded in the 

centre, which is equal to 228 tons distributed over its length. The permanent dead weight of the 

platform sustained by the girder, including its own weight, is 72 tons; and the margin left between 

the permanent load and the breaking weight 156 tons; but a sixth or a quarter of the ultimate 

breaking weight is usually taken as the limit of safe loading – say a quarter or 57 tons, while the 

permanent load was 72 tons; consequently, the permanent load exceeded the limits of safety by 15 

tons […]. Several of the railway company servants were examined; from the tenor of whose 

evidence it was clear that the platform in question never was intended for the use of engines; that 

there seemed to be a general understanding that it was improper to allow engines to go on it; that 

engines were frequently on it; and that on many occasions from twenty five to thirty wagons had 

been distributed over it, the average weight of each wagon being about eight or nine tons. No 

printed, or written, rules forbidding its use by locomotives had been seen by anyone. The jury 

returned a verdict of accidental death accompanying it with an expression of opinion that, the 

orders of the company against engines going on the platform being only verbal, Humphrey’s (the 

driver) was not fully conscious of the danger in taking an engine on the platform. (Engineer, 15 

February 1861, p.112) 

For some time there have been complaints about the state of the wooden bridge carrying the L&YR

Oldham branch railway over the Rochdale Canal at Middleton Junction. Some months ago the 

committee of the Oldham Tradesmen’s Association directed the company’s directors attention to it 

without satisfaction. Recently, however, the committee drew the attention of the Board of Trade to 

the matter and the Board deputed Captain Tyler to survey the bridge, which he did on Saturday, 11th

February 1861 in the company of Mr Watts, engineer to the L&YR, and a deputation of the 

committee. The bridge was condemned, having unsound timbers and a new bridge will have to be 

built. (Middleton Albion, 16 February 1861) 

At a meeting of the Oldham, Ashton and Guide Bridge  Railway held on Friday, 15th February 1861 it 

was stated that negotiations had been made with the L&YR to use their line between Clegg Street 
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and Mumps, in Oldham, but being unable to make these arrangements they determined to construct 

their own independent line. (Manchester Guardian, 16 February 1861) 

Special regulations for working and conducting of engines and wagons on the North Docks 

incline and high level branch. 

The North Docks incline extends from the junction with the Southport line at Sandhills to the North 

Docks goods yard. The high level branch extends from the junction with the North Docks incline near 

the goods warehouse (called the high level junction) to the docks. 

To inspectors, engine drivers, firemen, breaksmen, pointsmen, banksmen and others. 

1. The banksmen will be held responsible for carrying out the rules and regulations for working and 

managing the incline and high level branch subject to the supervision of the inspector at North Docks. 

2. The up and down lines between the high level junction and the main line at Sandhills are to be used 

as main lines and kept free from obstruction. 

3. Guards or breaksmen leaving wagons on the incline to make them safe by putting down all breaks 

so as to prevent the possibility of their moving away except when required. Wagons are to be attached 

to each other by the couplings after they are placed on the incline. 

4. No engine or wagon to be detached in going up or down until brought to a stand. 

5. The maximum quantity of wagons taken down by an engine at one time to be, in loaded 12, if 

empty 24. 

6. No more than 5 loaded wagons or 12 empty wagons to be let down without an engine. 

7. Wagons let down with or without an engine are to have the breaks put down, and applied according 

to the state of the rails, etc. etc.  

8. The banksmen, as well as the breaksmen, shall attend and assist in letting wagons down, or in any 

way they may be required. Two men, at least, shall in all cases be in attendance when wagons are 

allowed to proceed without engine. 

9. No engine with a driver unacquainted with the incline, or high level branch, will be allowed to 

proceed upon them unless accompanied by the banksman or breaksman. 

10. A large quantity of wooden spraggs, or scotches to be kept on the incline ready for use at any 

time. 

11. Nothing will be allowed to pass the high level junction, either upon the incline, or to or from the 

high level branch, unless by the consent of the pointsman stationed there. His signals are to be strictly 

observed, and a good look out must be kept for them, especially in foggy weather. 

12. No engine must under, any circumstance, go upon the lifting bridge over Regent Street, or upon 

the platform, or lines of rails situated between the incline and the North Docks warehouse. 

13. The pointsman at the foot of the incline in the North Docks goods yard must ring his bell loudly 

when any engines or wagons are coming down the incline, or are about to leave the yard, so as to give 

warning to and protect the men working there. 

14. Before any engine enters or leaves the yard, the driver must whistle as a signal to the pointsman, 

whose duty will be to ring his bell so soon as the line is clear of any obstruction, and the driver can 

then proceed; but the driver must not on any account move until the pointsman has rung the bell. 
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15. When wagons are let down into the yard without an engine, the breaksman in charge must blow 

his whistle (carried for the purpose) so as to signal to the pointsman, who will, if the line is clear, ring 

his bell, and the wagons may then be lowered; but the wagons must not be allowed to move until the 

pointsman has rung his bell. 

(Traffic Manager’s Office, Hunts Bank, Manchester. 25th February 1861) 

General Notices, etc. – Goods Department. 

Shunting Wagons – Numerous accidents having occurred, and serious claims made upon the 

Company, in consequence of unhooking wagons from goods trains whilst upon the main line, and 

then, after giving to them a powerful impetus by backing the engine, allowing the wagons to run into 

the siding at a great speed, through which they frequently come into contact with other vehicles 

standing there bursting casks and otherwise damaging both wagons and goods, -- Goods guards are 

hereby informed that this practise must be discontinued at once, and the engine must in no case be 

detached until the wagons are placed into the sidings in the position in which they are intended to 

remain. Care must also be taken that wagons are in all cases coupled as closely as possible, to prevent 

the strain upon the couplings, and occasional damage to goods, caused by the jerk of a too lengthy 

coupling. Any infringement of this order will be severely dealt with by the directors. 

Goods are not to be received for conveyance by a particular train and their arrival at their destination 

at a specified time on no account to be guaranteed. 

All ordinary goods and mineral trains must shunt when required, for goods trains conveying mail 

bags. 

Special Cattle Trains – All goods trains, except Mails, must shunt for these trains. 

Express or Quick Goods Trains – Must be dispatched punctually and so loaded as to keep time. 

Persons Riding in Break Vans – The attention of guards is called to the Company rules and 

regulations respecting the same, Especial attention is to be paid to drover’s tickets. 

Riding on the Engine – The attention of goods and coal, etc. guards is particularly directed to the 

company‘s regulations prohibiting anyone but the engine driver and fireman from riding upon the 

engine. This rule has of late been violated under the excuse of “Assisting to Sand”. 

Notice is hereby given, that under no circumstances must the guard or breaksman ride upon the 

engine, or interfere in any way with it, or the duties of those in charge of the same; and that in case of 

personal injury from accident arising from such interference, the party offending is debarred from 

participating in the advantage derivable from the Insurance Society. 

The guards must at all times confine themselves to their strict line of duty, as explained in the rule 

book. 

Should FIRE be discovered in the train, the steam must be instantly shut off, the breaks applied, and 

the train be brought to a stand, the signal of obstruction to the line be made, and the burning wagon or 

wagons be detached with as little delay as possible. No attempt must ever be made to run on to the 

nearest water column, if it is more han800 yards from the place where the fire is discovered, as such a 

course is likely to increase the damage. 

Engine drivers and guards of express passenger trains that do not stop at the Miles Platting, 

Middleton, Blue Pits, Bolton, Wigan, and Preston stations are requested to be very cautious when 

approaching those places, and always have their trains well under command. 

H Blackmore. 
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GENERAL ORDER No.149. To goods agents, clerks, Inspectors, Guards, and others. 

Goods agents, clerks, and Inspectors are hereby directed to load the luggage trains with wagons for 

places to which the trains run and are marked in the time bills to stop, so far as that is practicable; And 

they are further informed that all luggage trains marked to stop at their station in the time tables, will 

do so without the green flag being exhibited; but in case no wagons are on hand to be sent, a white 

light is to be shown and waved from side to side, as a signal that they have nothing for the train; in 

that case, if there are no wagons on the train to be left, it will proceed without stopping; but if there 

are wagons to leave, it will stop. The inspectors are required to pay every attention to this regulation, 

and in all cases to signal the train in time; any neglect to do so will be reported by the guard and 

driver; on the other hand, if any train marked to stop runs past without a sufficient load of wagons, 

when no light is shown, a report of the same must be made to this office by the clerk. 

It will also be requisite for the guard to inform the engine driver, before he leaves one station, which 

is the next station for which he has wagons on the train, so that the driver may stop although the white 

light be exhibited. 

The driver of every goods train will give a long continuous whistle on approaching each station at 

which he is marked to stop, in order that all parties at the station may be prepared for the approach of 

the train and give the necessary signals in accordance with this regulation. 

James Smithells. (Time Table, 1 September 1862) 

The Caledonian Railway have refused to allow the L&YR “new long composite carriages” four wheel, 

18 feet 7 inches wheelbase, to run over their line, saying they are ”too long for the short curves”. 

(L&YR Minutes, 20 February 1861) 

The adjourned inquest on the body of John Fisher, stoker, who was killed by the fall of a platform at 

the L&YR North Docks station, on the 14th January, has been held. Mr Newlands, the borough 

engineer, having again examined the platform, now made a formal report on it, which he says, -- 

“Taking the formula which gives the most favourable result, I find the breaking weight of the girder 

to be 114 tons when loaded in the centre, which is equal to 228 tons distributed over its length. The 

permanent dead weight of the platform sustained by the girder, including its own weight is 72 tons; 

and the margin left between the permanent load and the breaking weight, 156 tons; but one-sixth or 

one-fourth of the ultimate breaking weight is usually taken as the limit of safe load – say one fourth 

or 57 tons, while the permanent load was 72 tons; consequently, the permanent load exceeded the 

limits of safety by 15 tons”. Several of the railway company’s servants were examined; and, from the 

tenor of their evidence it was clear that the platform in question never was intended for the use of 

engines; that engines, however, were frequently on it; and that on many occasions from 25 to 30 

loaded waggons had been distributed over it, the average weight of each waggon being about eight 

or nine tons. The scientific witnesses concurred generally in the views expressed by Mr Newlands. 

The jury returned a verdict of “Accidental death”, accompanying it with an expression of opinion 

that, the orders of the company against engines going on the platform being only verbal, Humphries 

was not fully conscious of the danger in taking an engine on the platform. (The Builder, 23 February 

1861) 

The timber viaduct at Park on the Ashton branch to be at once converted into an embankment. (L&YR

Minutes, 27 February 1861) 

March 
Mr Ellerby has been appointed superintendent of the L&YR Telegraph Department. The engineering 

work will remain, as before, under the care of Mr Robert Dodwell. It was reported on 18th May 

1860 that Mr Dodwell had been appointed district engineer of the Magnetic Telegraph Company’s 
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works in L&Y, including the line of telegraph at Liverpool docks now transferred to the Magnetic 

Company. (Engineer, 1 March 1861) 

[…] west of Blue Pits station is a triangle and the junction at the west is called Spinthread Junction, it 

is provided with a raised stage on which two signalmen take day and night duty and from which all 

the points and signals are worked. To the east of the stage and within the triangle are sidings, the 

points of which are also worked from it. There are fourteen handles close together in a row, which are 

distinguished by brass plates upon a hand rail in front of them indicating the purpose to which each is 

applied […] (Accident report, 6 March 1861) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stables at Church station. (Manchester Guardian, 9 March 

1861) 

April 
Old disused engine No.21 has been transferred to the carriage shops to work as a stationary engine. 

(L&YR Minutes, 3 April 1861) 

The L&YR advertise for 3,000 to 5,000 tons of 80lbs per yard rail to be guaranteed for seven years. 

(Engineer, 12 April 1861, p.242) 

The L&YR advertise for the supply of 3,000 to 5,000 tons of iron rails, 80lbs to the yard. (Herapath, 

16 April 1861) 

On Thursday, 18th April 1861 the preamble of the L&YR Salford extension bill was proved; but 

clauses were inserted whereby the L&YR Company would have to pay the Salford Corporation 

£25,000 to be expended in improvements on the north side of Chapel Street, the bridge over the 

Irwell, opposite the Palatine Hotel. The railway company to take land at the workhouse, the larger 

portion to be used only as an approach to the Victoria station. (Manchester Examiner, 20 April 

1861) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a four stall stable at Blackburn; and a twelve stall stable at 

Oldham Mumps. (Manchester Guardian, 24 April 1861) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 24th April 1861 to consider the bills now 

before Parliament. (Manchester Guardian, 25 April 1861) 

The report of the Manchester Board of Guardians regretted that no further information was 

available in connection with the L&YR proposals to take a portion of the land belonging to the 

Manchester Guardians for the extension of Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 26 April 1861) 

May 
Mr Fay to continue painting old carriages the colour of teak (which is done at £5 less cost per 

carriage) whenever these require re-painting but not otherwise. (L&YR Minutes, 1 May 1861) 

At the Manchester City Council meeting held on Wednesday, 1st May 1861 it was stated that the 

LNWR was opposing the L&YR Bill for the railway from Salford to Manchester but fully admitted the 

inconvenience now sustained in and near Victoria station but contended that it was by enlargement 

and entire reconstruction of the station itself and not by making additional lines that the public and 

the companies could be most effectually accommodated. (Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1861) 

On Saturday, 4th May 1861 about 10.30am the girders forming the roof of the new station at 

Blackburn numbering 50 to 60, extending a length of about 100 yards, and having a span of about 

100 feet, were blown down, and fell with a crash on the line…one workman on seeing the fabric 

about to fall had the presence of mind to lie down close to the edge of the platform, which is about 
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twelve to fourteen inches higher than the level of the rails and was not injured. (Manchester 

Examiner, 6 May 1861) 

Letter: […] the present arrangements are such that railway passengers, both to and from Lytham, are often 

detained for a considerable time at Kirkham station subject to all the annoyances of an insufficient waiting 

room. One low room, not exceeding seven yards long by five yards wide, serves for the united purposes of 

booking office, telegraph office, general waiting room, deport for left luggage, and loose timber. Another 

room, about half the size, serves as a waiting room for females. In fair weather the open air is preferred but 

in wet weather, first, second and third class passengers struggle together for standing room in these 

miserable, over-crowded, and suffocating dens. There is not even the additional accommodation of a covered 

shed, such as is erected at all stations on the East Lancashire line, for the protection from rain of passengers 

about to depart by trains on the furthest line of railway. (Manchester Guardian, 6 May 1861) 

250 cattle wagons to be fitted up for Whitsuntide passenger traffic. (L&YR Minutes, 7 May 1861) 

At a meeting of Salford Town Council held on Wednesday, 8th May 1861 it was stated that £25,000 

had been obtained from the L&YR to be devoted to improvements in Salford to consist particularly 

of the bridge to be erected over the river Irwell, opposite the Palatine Hotel, that sum being paid in 

acknowledgement of the damage done to the borough by the formation of the new railway from 

New Bailey Street station to Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 9 May 1861) 

At the top of the incline at Miles Platting several weighted break waggons are kept for the use of 

goods, excursion, or any heavy trains to be attached to help in checking the speed of such trains as 

they descend the incline. They are not provided for passenger trains which should have sufficient 

break power provided when they are made up. A company regulation issued many years ago ordered 

that any passenger train with more than eleven vehicles was required to have at least two break vans. 

(Accident report, 10 May 1861) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of seven cottages at Southport; and three cottages at Wigan; 

for the execution of the work required for the construction of a fork line to the Burnley branch railway 

at Todmorden. (Manchester Guardian, 11 May 1861) 

Messrs Fairbairn & Co. tender, £1,250 and materials of the old bridge, accepted for replacing by iron 

girders, the wooden top of the bridge over the canal on the Oldham branch at Middleton Junction. 

(L&YR Minutes, 15 May 1861) 

On Friday, 10th May 1861 a train of nine carriages and three goods wagons from Normanton arrived 

at Miles Platting shortly before eight o’clock in the morning and tickets were collected. The brakes 

having been applied the train descended the incline to Victoria station but about one hundred yards 

before the station it was apparent that the train was going too fast and it crashed into the buffers 

close to the superintendent’s office. (Middleton Albion, 18 May 1861) 

On Saturday, the 4th just after a passenger train had left Blackburn station, the girders forming the 

roof of the new station, numbering fifty to sixty, extending the length of about 100 yards, and having 

a span of about 100 feet, were blown down and fell with a crash on the line, causing the greatest 

consternation to all in the vicinity of the station, but fortunately inflicting no personal injury. The 

accident (it is said), will be a great loss to the contractor, Messrs Whitehead & Holland, of Nelson, 

near Burnley, as there is not only a great amount of labour lost by the girders, which had all been 

placed in position, having fallen; but after their falling had so broken them that the greater part are 

rendered useless. (The Builder, 18 May 1861) 

The LNWR invite tenders for the brick and stone work for widening the bridge over the river Irwell at 

Victoria station, and for the iron work necessary for widening the same bridge. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 May 1861) 
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June 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a building required for a saw mill at Blue Pits. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 June 1861) 

Report of the Town Clerk of Manchester on the condition of Victoria station, 28th June 1861. 

Knowing the anxiety felt by the Council, in connection with the inhabitants generally, to obtain as 

early as practicable an increase of accommodation and general improvement of the Victoria station, 

the town clerk deems is desirable to bring under the notices of the Committee for General Purposes 

the facts bearing upon this most pressing and important public question, which have been elicited 

during the recent inquiries before the Committees of both Houses  of Parliament, to which the L&YR

New Line Act first obtained was referred. When these facts are made known and understood, it will 

be for the Council to consider and determine whether any and what steps can be taken to hasten to 

carrying out of these measures which the L&Y as well as the LNWR (to which companies the station 

belongs) have publicly declared to be indispensable for the satisfactory accommodation of the railway 

traffic, and for the removal of these constant and grievous inconveniences and annoyances of which 

the public have long and uselessly complained. 

It may be shortly stated, that by the Act which has recently passed, the L&Y have obtained power to 

construct two additional and independent lines, from the Victoria station to the New Bailey station in 

Salford. 

Hitherto the L&Y have had use but for a limited portion of their traffic only of the lines formed by and 

belonging to the LNWR. 

The Bill was opposed in Parliament by the LNWR. 

 On behalf of the promoters, it was urged in support of the Bill that the vexatious delays constantly 

occurring to the trains departing  from and coming into the station, as well as the inconvenience in the 

working of the traffic, would be considerably diminished by the increased accommodation and 

facilities which the proposed new lines would afford; whilst, at the same time, it was fully admitted 

that the facilities required for the satisfactory working  of the enormous traffic of that station, and the 

accommodation absolutely necessary to meet the reasonable requirements of the public, cannot be 

obtained without a large extension, and indeed a complete reconstruction of the whole station. 

On behalf of the LNWR, the justice of the complaints made by the public, and the absolute necessity 

for largely increased accommodation were fully admitted, but it was contended, in opposition to the 

Bill, that there was no necessity for the additional lines proposed to be constructed; that little or no 

advantage would be thereby secured either to the railway companies themselves or to the public; that 

the delays and other annoyances complained of, and admitted to exist, would still continue; that the 

remedy, would be the enlargement and reconstruction of the station itself, and that to grant the powers 

sought, as to make the lines proposed, would delay, and certainly increase the difficulty in carrying 

out, those great alterations in the station by which alone the wants of the railway company could be 

adequately satisfactorily  secured. 

Throughout the inquiry, it was satisfactory to find the justice of the complaints made by the public, 

and the absolute necessity of great improvement being effected to meet their most reasonable claims, 

fully and frankly admitted by both the LNW and L&Y railway companies. The real and only issue, so 

far as the public are concerned, was whether, as contended by the L&Y, the two additional lines, as 

well as the enlargement and reconstruction of the station, were required, or whether, as contended by 

the LNWR, by the enlargement and reconstruction of the station only, and without the two additional 

lines, the wants of both the railway companies and the public would be most efficiently supplied. 
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The Legislature has decided that question in favour of the L&Y, and have granted power to make two 

additional lines, although the company fully admitted that without the enlargement and improvement 

of the station, the great evil complained of would only be very partially remedied by the additional 

accommodation which would thereby secured. 

It now remains  to be seen whether the LNWR will submit to the decision of the Legislature, and in a 

friendly spirit co-operate with the L&Y, who, through their engineer (Mr Hawkshaw), stated their 

anxiety and readiness to do so, in carrying out the powers of the Act just obtained, so far as the 

making of the new lines are concerned, as well as in enlarging and re-constructing the station itself, 

for which it was stated the necessary powers were already possessed, so as to secure such 

arrangements as will be most advantageous for the working of the traffic of both companies, as also 

for the general accommodation and benefit of the public. 

When the number of trains daily passing into and out of the Victoria station and especially the number 

of trains of both companies which are advertised to depart and to arrive at the same moment, are 

considered, it is difficult to conceive that no public advantage will be derived by the opportunity 

being secured for such trains, whether belonging to the LNW or L&Y, running into and out of Victoria 

station, between that station and the New Bailey station, 

The time, however, for considering the absolute necessity of such additional lines, or the advantages, 

be they greater or less, which will thereby secured, has past, and the important question, so far as the 

public are concerned, now is, whether the two companies will agree to carry out those further and 

additional improvement of the station which they have both declared, before Parliamentary 

Committees, to be absolutely necessary for the reasonable and necessary accommodation of the 

public. 

The town clerk thinks it important to show, by reference to the evidence given, that he is only fairly 

representing the position in which this important question has been placed before the Legislature by 

the representatives of both companies. 

On behalf of the L&Y, it was insisted that the two additional lines were absolutely necessary in 

connection with the improvement of the station and that the making of such lines would not in any 

way interfere with or prevent the necessary alterations in the station. 

Mr Hawkshaw, CE, (who was supported by the evidence also of Mr Harrison, CE, and Mr Fowler, 

CE), in his evidence before the Committee in the Lords, stated that he considered the present line 

quite insufficient for the traffic now passing upon the L&Y and LNWR systems. He said; “The fact is 

that the last time I was upon it, there were three trains all moving back upon the wrong lines of rail. 

In order to make room for the incoming trains, they have to back, and that is a very improper thing; 

and if anything occurred to anyone or anything connected with these trains, the parties who 

authorised or ordered it would, I apprehend, have been severely dealt with in any court of law. I think 

it absolutely necessary that there should be, for the safety and convenient working of the traffic, a 

duplicate line between the Salford and Victoria stations”. 

Mr Hawkshaw further stated, that his attention had been directed to the enlargement of Victoria 

station; that no enlargement of the station would do away with the necessity of the additional lines; 

but that such enlargement was wanted, and was necessary; that clauses were inserted in the Bill to 

admit the LNWR to participate in any improvement in the station in which they might concur; and 

although they had been struck out, the L&Y were still in a condition, without reference to their land, to 

enlarge the station, -- were perfectly willing to allow the LNWR, if disposed, to participate in any 

improvements that may be made; they were willing to do it themselves, or to concur with the LNWR

in so doing, if the LNWR choose to concur. 
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When being cross-examined on behalf of the LNWR, Mr Hawkshaw admitted that the Bill as 

originally proposed, power was sought to interfere with that portion of the station belonging to that 

company upon the assumption that an arrangement would be come to between the two companies, -- 

that the object was to re-arrange the station, in the benefit of which that company might participate; 

but that, if insisted upon, it would be easy, by clause, to restrain the L&Y from touching that portion of 

the station. When asked what the L&Y were prepared to do, Mr Hawkshaw said, -- “If you concur, we 

shall widen the whole of the station, and double the line from two of the terminal stations to the end, 

to Ducie Street, I think it is called. But supposing you do not agree, and assuming that this Bill is 

passed, we should be willing to re-arrange the station, and make the most of all the spare land there, 

and allow you to participate, on any fair terms which any fair arbitrator may decide. If you are able 

to put it in any shape which will satisfy yourselves, I will answer for it that the L&Y will agree to it.” 

In his evidence before the Committee in the Commons, Mr Hawkshaw stated that;- “in remodelling of 

the station, nor extension of the sidings, would in his opinion meet the difficulty; that both are 

requisite, that the line ought to be widened to four lines, and the station ought to be improved; that 

one without the other would not be sufficient; that both were desirable, and both necessary, and that 

he had not the slightest doubt that if the Bill passed, both would be done; that the Bill was framed for 

the purpose of enabling it to be done, and he believed it would be done; that the L&Y had land at 

Victoria station now unoccupied, and were prepared to throw it into notch pot, and allow it to be 

used.” 

Further he stated that –“Supposing the LNWR were, assuming the Bill to pass, disposed to say that 

they would not concur in any improvement of the station, or anything else, there would then be 

nothing for the L&Y to do but to make the two lines to communicate with the station, and to pass their 

traffic along these lines; but assuming the LNWR to do what he believed they would, viz. concur in an 

improvement of the  station, the probability was, that those two lines will not be made at all; that 

there would be a general remodelling of that station, and instead of passing by the two red lines they 

would pass in a different way, on to the widened viaduct, and the proposed rails in the particular 

shape suggested never would be constructed; that the L&Y could not get to their railway; but the 

formation of a new and large station, with the concurrence of all parties, would probably render it 

unnecessary to carry out a part of the planned proposal.  

That the lines, as proposed, would no doubt physically separate the LNWR from the land of the L&Y; 

and supposing the LNWR to say – ‘If this Bill pass we will have nothing to do with the enlargement of 

the station,’ or, ‘we will have nothing to do with any advantages whatever with regard to the 

construction of the lines,’ then there is no doubt that the two lines which the L&Y propose to make 

would separate the LNWR from the 8,000yards; but if the LNWR say that they want to have the use 

of this spare land, and they wish to have an improved station, it does not effect it at all; for instead of 

making lines in the particular shape proposed, the L&Y would re-arrange the station, and would give 

the LNWR as beneficial a use of the 8,000 yards as they had themselves; for nothing can separate the 

LNWR from that land except their own obstinacy. The L&Y say – ‘We will give all our land to 

improve this station, and you want to make it appear that we want to separate you from the land; we 

do not want to separate you from the land; it is your fault if you are separated’.” 

Mr Hawkshaw also stated, in reply to the question whether the L&Y intended to have an independent 

station – “that they have now, in one sense, an independent station, although it is part of a joint 

station. Assuming (he continued) that the Bill should pass, and the LNWR say –‘Make your 

arrangements, and, we will have nothing  to do with it’, we should then run by means of this line into 

our own independent station at the east end; but I have not the slightest doubt if the Bill passes we 

shall re-arrange the station, -- I have not the slightest doubt that we shall throw into it the land that 

belongs to us, and that we shall increase its accommodation, and that will be done by arrangement 

with the LNWR, which is already provided for by the Bill. Of course it is in their power to decline it; 

I do not think that they will decline it. It is so necessary to enlarge the station and the access to it, that 
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when this contest is over no doubt it will be done in a friendly manner. The Bill is, however, so framed 

as to enable us, if the other thing is declined, to make an independent station.” 

After referring to the arrangements, in such case proposed, Mr Hawkshaw stated that his hope was 

that the LNWR would agree with the L&Y to re-arrange the Victoria station so as to accommodate the 

traffic, which would be the most desirable arrangement for both companies and for the public. 

Upon behalf of the LNWR, and in opposition to the Bill, Mr Woods, CE, was examined before the 

Committee in the Lords, and he stated that in his opinion the viaduct was sufficient to carry the traffic 

which now passes over it, and a good deal more, supposing there to be no obstruction at the station 

and; that there are many stoppages and impediments upon the viaduct, arising from the defective 

accommodation in the station. The station was altogether too small for the traffic which is now 

coming upon it; in fact, the whole required re-arrangement and re-distribution of the lines, and a 

larger space for them. If that space were given, the whole of the traffic which passes over their viaduct 

would be easily accommodated, and without interruption. That in his opinion, if the two companies 

were to combine together, the station could be re-arranged in a very satisfactory manner; that in case 

the red line was constructed as proposed by Mr Hawkshaw, it would be a serious impediment to any 

proper re-adjustment of the station; that a great proportion of the available length of the station would 

be lost by that adjustment of it. 

When cross-examined on behalf of the L&Y, Mr Woods stated – That the station might, by common 

accord between the companies, be enlarged and re-arranged so as to render it a convenient station; 

that he complained of the new line restricting the enlargement of the station by passing along the 

northern extremity of it; that if matters were to be carried out by common accord, it was quite possible 

to bring the new line not along the northern side of the station, and so into the L&Y eastern half, but up 

to the western end of the station, and there to unite with the lines already in the station; that he could 

not say that it was merely the consent upon the part of the LNWR that would prevent its being done, 

and compel the L&Y to take their line upon their own land, outside the northern boundary of the 

station, because he did not know what negotiations have passed between the two companies with 

regard to the station; that if the parties were willing, these could be no difficulty in its being carried 

out; that it would give facilities for forming a two-sided station instead of a one sided station, and 

would be, in point of fact, carrying out what he said before he thought desirable, namely, to join the 

two lines at a common point, and to put to the westward a bridge over the Irwell, and to distribute the 

lines from that point into the station, making it a double-sided station; that is all practicable by 

agreement. 

Mr T B Foster, CE, was also examined on behalf of the LNWR, and he stated that the delays and 

difficulties were caused by the insufficient accommodation in the station itself, and that in order to 

obtain the necessary accommodation for the traffic he should move the station altogether to the 

southward across the river Irk, bringing it as far as Long Millgate, if not a little further; that he had not 

calculated the cost, but that he had assumed that the present station was insufficient, and that was the 

only place where it could be satisfactorily enlarged. 

Mr Bancroft, one of the directors of the LNWR, was also examined before the Lords Committee, and 

he stated that he heard Mr Foster examined as to his plan for the enlargement of the Victoria Station; 

that he knew what he proposed; that there had been no formal discussion between himself and the 

L&Y of the plan sketched out by Mr Foster, but it had been a matter of conversation, and a plan has 

been forwarded to him, which he showed to their meeting and to the Corporation of Manchester, some 

nine or ten months ago, or it might be more than that, twelve or fifteen months ago. Upon that plan 

lines were drawn, showing the extension line from the present station, diverging from the west to the 

right, and from the east to the west, and passing over the Irk to the points on a level; that it was 

represented as a plan drawn up by some of the L&Y directors; that the LNWR concurred in that idea; 

that it was quite in accordance with their views that it should be discussed with a view to seeing 

whether it could be carried out; that it was not introduced by Mr Foster for the first time, but had been  
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for the last twelve or fifteen months passed under discussion; that he thought it would not be so 

difficult to arrange, if the land of the L&Y were appropriated for the purposes of a joint station; there 

would be a readiness on the part of the Corporation to afford any facility for the extension to the 

points indicated; that it was only a question of money. 

At the conclusion of the address of Mr Hope Scott, QC, who appeared as Counsel for the LNWR, in 

opposition to the Bill, he stated that it was only right that the position taken by his clients, should be 

clearly understood, and that he had been instructed formally to lay before the Committee the 

following proposition, which his clients were fully prepared to carry out --- 5th June 1861. 

Withdraw the new line, taking by the Bill or by agreement full power to use the existing viaduct for 

all traffic carried by them, to or from any place whatever, and on the tolls of the 1842 Agreement. 

The station to be enlarged and improved by and on account of both companies, all lands of both being 

appropriated to the purpose, and the division, arrangement, and cost of the whole, as well as every 

dispute about the station, and its management, to be settled by the Board of Trade, in case of dispute, 

on the principle of the London Road Station Acts of 1858 and 1861. That Board also to have full 

power to direct whatever they think right, as to the starting of trains into and out of the station, and 

over the viaduct. 

The tolls of the 1842 Agreement to be paid, in respect of the past period (since the disruption of the 

1852 Agreement, say 1st July 1859) 

The existing viaduct to be widened by the LNWR, to the extent, and if and whenever the Board of 

trade shall so require. 

In this proposition, the necessity for the improvement and enlargement of the station is formally 

admitted, and it appears to assume that the power necessary for that purpose are already possessed by 

the company. The Town Clerk has endeavoured to give, as nearly as possible in the very words of the 

several witnesses, the substance of the evidence given on behalf of both companies, so far as the 

public question is concerned. He has desired to confine his report to the question as it effects the 

public, and he has not therefore deemed it necessary to refer to any ground urged, either in support or 

in opposition, which had relation to any past or present engagements or agreements, between the two 

companies. It was for Parliament to determine any question thereby raised, and to give the evidence 

adduced in support such weight or importance as it might appear to deserve. 

It is obvious that much now depends upon the course which the LNWR may determine to take. It will 

in fact be for that company to determine whether such arrangements shall now be made and carried 

out in and in connection with the Victoria Station as will most effectually serve the interests both of 

the railway companies and the public, or whether the L&Y shall be left to carry out the powers of the 

Act just obtained, independently of if not in hostility to, the LNWR. 

In the one case it appears to be admitted, that by friendly co-operation between the two companies, 

the improvement and enlargement of the Victoria Station in connection with the additional means of 

approach, may be carried out in such a manner as may be  determined to the most desirable for the 

satisfactory accommodation both of the railway companies and the public; and, in the other, it is quite 

possible that, as suggested by the LNWR, the L&Y may be compelled to execute their  works in a 

manner which may largely and unnecessarily tend to increase the difficulties in making a satisfactory 

improvement and enlargement of the station. 

During the recent inquiry, both the LNWR and the L&Y have distinctly admitted the pressing want of 

additional public accommodation at the Victoria Station; -- that the only mode in which the 

requirements of the public, to say nothing about the convenience of the railway companies, can be 

satisfactorily provided is by an enlargement and reconstruction of the station; -- the LNWR have set 

before the Committee of the Lords, in general terms, the extent and character of the improvement of 
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the station which that company deems to be desirable; -- and both companies have declared their 

readiness to enlarge and improve the station to the extent necessary to satisfy all reasonable 

requirements on the part of the public. 

Under such circumstances, and seeing that the evils as well as the proper remedies, are both admitted, 

it does appear that serious and heavy responsibility will be incurred if the inconvenience to which the 

public has been so long subjected be not speedily remedied, and the stigma now deservedly attaching 

on account of the utterly insufficient character of the accommodation provided at the Victoria Station, 

be not shortly removed. 

Joseph Heron, Town Clerk, Town Hall, 28th June 1861. 

Resolved; that this Council full concurs in the opinion expressed by the public towns’ meeting held 

on the 16th February 1860 – 

“That the insufficient character of the accommodation afforded at the Victoria Station is not only the 

cause of frequent delays, but is productive of constant and serious danger to the lives and limbs of the 

passengers,” and “that a large extension of such station is an imperative and public necessity”; and 

this Council, on behalf of the citizens at large, confidently appeals to the LNW and L&YR Companies, 

to whom that station belongs, to carry out without delay those alterations and enlargements which 

they have themselves recently declared to be necessary for the safe and convenient working of the 

traffic, and for the reasonable and satisfactory accommodation of the public. 

That the Committee for General Purposes be instructed to communicate with the Directors of both 

companies upon this subject, and to take such steps as many appear to be desirable to secure as early 

as possible the necessary alterations in the Victoria Station. 

Mr Councillor Stracy having risen to propose the motion of which he had given notice, the attention 

of the Mayor was called to the fact of there not being a quorum present, and the Council was there 

upon dissolved. Matthew Curtis, Mayor. (28 June 1861) 

June 
Messrs Fairbairn expected to complete the new bridge over the canal at Middleton Junction in about 

two months. Meanwhile trains passing over the bridge are restricted to 5mph. (L&YR Minutes, 2 July 

1861) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the alteration of a level crossing, cottage, and offices at Clough Fold; for 

alterations and additions to the passenger stations at Radcliffe and Haslingden. (Manchester Guardian, 

2 July 1861) 

Report of the general purposes committee of Manchester Corporation in relation to the inadequate 

accommodation at present existing at the Victoria station. (Manchester Examiner, 4 July 1861) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 24th July 1861 for the purpose of creating 

additional stock. (Manchester Guardian, 25 July 1861) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Middleton; for the erection of two cottages 

at the north end of Bowling Tunnel, Bradford; for the erection of an eight stall stable at 

Heckmondwike. (Manchester Guardian, 27 July 1861) 

July 
The Oldham, Ashton and Guide Bridge Junction Railway was formally opened by the directors and 

friends on Wednesday, 31st July 1861. (Manchester Guardian, 1 August 1861; Herapath, 3 August 

1861) 



1860 - 1869 

383 

The L&YR advertise for sale a number of locomotives. (Engineer, 9 August 1861) 

The L&Y dividend is to be at the rate of 5½ per cent per annum. The capital accounts amounts to 

£19,040.784, £267,457 having been expended during the half year. (Engineer, 9 August 1861, p.75) 

Report of the L&YR directors. (Herapath, 10 August 1861) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 14th August 1861. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 August 1861; Herapath, 24 August 1861) 

The L&YR have 301 engines, 1,131 carriages, 9,647 wagons, and 1,085 miscellaneous vehicles. 

(Engineer, 16 August 1861, p.89) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of the Oldham to Royton and Rochdale railway. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 August 1861) 

One half of the bridge at Middleton Junction is down and will be replaced by girders in a fortnight. 

(Minutes, 21 August 1861) 

Year by year the statements of chairmen become more and more like the chancellors’ budgets in 

magnitude and importance. Thus at the meeting of the L&Y the deputy chairman (Mr George 

Wilson), who presided, stated that the system had conveyed last half year 1,746,082 tons of 

merchandise, and 985,684 tons of coal and coke. During the last half-year the locomotive expenses 

had been 10¼ per cent, the coaching charges 6 per cent, the merchandise charges 16 per cent, and 

the way maintenance charges 4½ per cent, amounting to 36¾ per cent of the 42½ per cent for 

which they were debited in the present account.  

The NE, admitted to be a well-managed line, had spent 14 per cent (against their 10¼) for 

locomotive expenses, 16¾ (against their 22) for coaching and merchandise, and 6 (against their 4½) 

for maintenance of way. These items fluctuated considerably, in consequence of not being all 

operated on by the same causes. The coaching and merchandise charges must on necessity be 

affected greatly by the amount by which the number of miles run in conducting that traffic. The 

maintenance of way also was affected, much more than many gentlemen admitted, by the number of 

miles travelled by the engines. They had had in the locomotive department during the half-year a 

very considerable increase of £13,000, as compared with the corresponding period of last year. They 

had endeavoured, during the last half-year, to supply more passenger accommodation, and had 

probably run into excess in their desire to do so, by running more frequent trains, and probably they 

would be much surprised when he told them that in 1857 the passenger trains on a portion of the 

western only amounted per week to 5,460 miles, but in 1861 amounted to 7,921 miles; on the main 

line, from Manchester to Normanton, 6,432 miles in 1857, and 7,968 in 1861; and on the Bolton line 

2,900 in 1857, and 3,970 in 1861. Under the head of maintenance of way there was an increase of 

£2,000 for the half-year; and he had heard complaints that the maintenance should cost them some 

£400 per mile per annum, but the largeness of the traffic accounted for all this.  

He did not defend these charges, because he hoped they would be able, very shortly, to reduce 

them very considerably through management of their engineer; but in contrast with those of other 

companies, the present charges did not show unfavourably, for he found that, during the last year, 

the maintenance of way on the L&Y line had cost 6¾d per train per mile; whilst on the LNW it had 

cost 6¼d; on the Brighton, 6½d; on the South Western, 6½d; and on the South Eastern, 5½d. At 

the GN meeting the chairman stated that 48 miles of line had been re-laid during the past half-year, 

but there was no doubt that the whole distance between London and Peterborough would require 

to be re-laid as quickly as possible. Mr Howard, a shareholder, complained of the great speed at 

which the trains travelled to Lancashire, and thought that this involved a great amount of 

unnecessary expense. It was true that recently thirteen minutes had been added to the time of the 
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journey to Manchester, but still the expenses had not decreased. The working expenses of the GN 

line were 56 per cent, while on the Midland line the expenses were not more than 41 per cent. 

Unless some reforms were introduced into the working of the line the dividends would be reduced 

more and more until they came to nothing. He felt satisfied that their expenses must be reduced. 

The L&YR was worked at 42 per cent, the West Midland, 42 per cent, and there was really no 

reason why there should not be a great diminution in the rate of working expenses. (Engineer, 23 

August 1861, p.114) 

The Oldham, Ashton and Guide Bridge  Junction Railway was opened to the public on and after 

Monday, 26th August 1861. (Manchester Guardian, 24 August 1861) 

September 
The L&YR invite tenders for the enlargement of the station at Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

September 1861) 

At Bury a gas tank in one of the carriage sheds of the East Lancashire Railway Station used in 

experiments for lighting railway carriages with gas, which was being “washed out”; the purpose being 

to burn it instead of allowing it to escape. The man who applied the light was thrown eleven yards 

from the spot, together with pieces of the tank, and he was instantly killed, the body being much 

mutilated. Damage was also done to the premises adjoining, and a boy was injured. The cause of the 

explosion is said to be “unknown, though various suggestions have been made as to it”; but there is only 

one way, we suggest, of explaining it – namely, that air has been allowed to mix with the gas to a 

certain extent, so as to constitute the well-known explosive mixture of gas and air, from which all 

such explosions take place. (The Builder, 28 September 1861) 

October 
The new bridge on the Oldham branch near Middleton Junction has been completed without accident 

or detention. (L&YR Minutes, 8 October 1861) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of a warehouse at Accrington. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

October 1861) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a timber goods shed at Goole; [and] for a warehouse at 

Heywood. (Manchester Guardian, 24 October 1861) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of offices at the locomotive shops at Bury. (Manchester 

Guardian, 26 October 1861) 

Terms agreed for use of Lord Balcarres engine shed at Brinks for this company’s engine, which now 

works his lordships coal traffic. (L&YR Minutes, 30 October 1861) 

November 
A serious accident happened on the L&YR on Friday evening last, 25th October, between Eastwood 

and Todmorden stations. An express train, which starts from Halifax at a quarter to five o’clock, had 

just passed the Eastwood station, the time being about twenty minutes past five, when a luggage 

train was observed in front, going at a  speed of about eighteen miles an hour. The speed of the 

express train was so great that it was found impossible to check it so as to avoid a collision and the 

luggage train was run into with great violence, many of the trucks being thrown off the line and the 

engine displace. The passengers in the express train were much shaken, as was the brakesman of the 

luggage train, though it does not appear that any bones were broken. The passenger carriages 

sustained no damage, but the engine was so disabled that the train had to be taken forward by 

another locomotive after the line had been cleared of the scattered wreck of the luggage trucks. The 

clearance was effected by a large force of men, who were got to work immediately, and the traffic 

was not very long impeded. (Engineer, 1 November 1861, p.275) 
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Notice of L&YR Bills to go to Parliament, including new railways in Yorkshire, a branch railway from 

Rochdale to Shawforth, the Wigan avoiding line, and other purposes. (Manchester Guardian, 15 

November 1861) 

[…] Elland station is provided with a ‘spectacle’ signal close to the booking office, which is used as a 

station signal and with a distant signal worked by a wire 762 yards from it to the west. The distant 

signal cannot be seen from the station being obscured by the tunnel […]. Telegraph communication 

ought to be established between North Dean and Elland specially to prevent any train from starting 

from or passing either of them in the direction of the other until the line has been ascertained to be 

clear […]. (Accident report, 22 November 1861) 

Where the iron station of the East Lancashire Railway joins the wooden shed of the NUR at 

Preston, the entrance for departures to such important places as London, Birmingham, Liverpool or 

Manchester, is actually through and in a coke shed; and the whole station and waiting rooms are 

pervaded with fine coal dust to a very grimy extent. The wooden roof of the station is so low that a 

porter arranging luggage on the top of the carriages has to dodge between the tie-beams, and is in 

imminent danger of losing his head, by the jerks of coupling the carriages, or should the engine 

driver cause the train to make the least movement. The booking stalls at the departure side for 

Carlisle are very much in the way. These useful adjuncts are placed where the platform is narrowest, 

and close to the booking office loungers about them impede the free passage of luggage and 

passengers, and make confusion worse confounded. Here again the closets are in a most filthy and 

discreditable state black with coke ash and cobwebs without light and without water. These 

accommodations should be one of the first considerations of railway management; they should be 

thoroughly lighted, both in the day time and at night; well ventilated; and kept scrupulously clean. 

The excitement and worry of the traveling public, and the change of air and irregularity of diet, are 

frequently the cause of diarrheal tendency; and every possible convenience should be consequently 

provided for men, women, and children. (The Builder, 23 November 1861) 

The L&YR invites tenders for the supply of materials (except timber) for 250 goods wagons.

(Engineer, 29 November 1861) 

Where the iron station of the East Lancashire line joins the wooden shed of the North Union at 

Preston, the entrance for departures is actually through and in a coke shed; and the whole station 

and waiting rooms are pervaded with fine coke dust to a very grimy extent. The wooden roof of the 

station is so low that a porter arranging luggage on the top of the carriages has to dodge between 

the tie-beams, and is in imminent danger of losing his head, by the jerks of coupling the carriages, or 

should the engine driver cause the train to make the least movement. The booking stalls at the 

departure side for Carlisle are very much in the way. These useful adjuncts are placed where the 

platform is narrowest, and close to the booking office loungers about them who impede the free 

passage of luggage and passengers, and make confusion worse confounded. Here again, the closets 

are in a most filthy and discreditable state, black with coke ash and cobwebs, without lights and 

without water.  (Engineer, 29 November 1861, p.325) 

December 
Report of the meeting of the Oldham Road Porters’ Provident Society held on Saturday, 30th

November 1861. The Society, which was twelve months old, had originated in the practise of making 

collections for sick porters, which were not, however, always very successful. The income of the 

Society during the past year had been £37-3-4d, and the expenses £6-6-6d, leaving a balance of £30-

18-10d to be divided amongst fifty two ordinary members, after deducting 1s each, leaving in the 

hands of the treasurer £2-12-3½d. The ordinary members paid 3d per week or 13s per year and 

would have returned to each 10s 10½d. (Manchester Examiner, 2 December 1861)   

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an eight stall stable at Brighouse. (Manchester Guardian, 

4 December 1861) 
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Report of an accident near Ormskirk when a wagon ran from a siding at Swift’s Fold, Skelmersdale 

into a passing train. (Manchester Examiner, 20 December 1861) 
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1862 
January 

Railways are beginning to be seriously affected by the present commercial depression. Yesterday 

morning the under mentioned goods trains connected with the East Lancashire section of the L&YR

were discontinued, in consequence of the depression in the traffic, which at the end of last week 

manifested itself more than ever; Bury and Accrington district; 7.00am and 1.30pm trains from Bury 

to Accrington and the 10.40am and 4.40pm trains from Accrington to Bury. The Colne, Accrington 

and Liverpool district; 3.00pm Accrington to Colne, 4.30pm Colne to Liverpool and the 10.30pm 

Liverpool to Accrington. At the end of this month owing to the same cause, a reduction will be 

made on the L&YR in the number of passenger trains. These alterations will necessitate a 

suspension, until better times, of between fifty and sixty engine drivers, and etc., in the locomotive 

department and a corresponding diminution of hands in other departments. No reduction in the 

number of either goods or passenger trains has, as yet, been made on the North Union Railway. The 

trains are, however, comparatively light. Several of the employees in the goods department at the 

Preston end of this railway are now working on five days per week. (Manchester Examiner, 14 

January 1862) 

The LNWR invite tenders for a new passenger station and waiting shed, and a new cotton warehouse 

at Mumps, Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 16 January 1862) 

Railways are beginning to be seriously affected by the present commercial depression. Yesterday 

morning the under mentioned goods trains connected with the East Lancashire section of the L&YR

were discontinued, in consequence of the depression in the traffic, which at the end of last week 

manifested itself more than ever; Bury and Accrington district; 7.00am and 1.30pm trains from Bury 

to Accrington and the 10.40am and 4.40pm trains from Accrington to Bury. The Colne, Accrington 

and Liverpool district; 3.00pm Accrington to Colne, 4.30pm Colne to Liverpool and the 10.30pm 

Liverpool to Accrington. At the end of this month owing to the same cause, a reduction will be 

made on the L&YR in the number of passenger trains. These alterations will necessitate a 

suspension, until better times, of between fifty and sixty engine drivers, and etc., in the locomotive 

department and a corresponding diminution of hands in other departments. No reduction in the 

number of either goods or passenger trains has, as yet, been made on the North Union Railway. The 

trains are, however, comparatively light. Several of the employees in the goods department at the 

Preston end of this railway are now working on five days per week. (Engineer, 17 January 1862, 

p.43)  

Last evening, Thursday, 16th January 1862, the annual tea party of the railway servants employed in 

the passenger department of the L&YR was held in the schoolroom of Great George Street Chapel, 

Salford. (Manchester Examiner, 17 January 1862) 

Mr James Newall, of Bury, has recently applied to several of the passenger trains of the L&Y 

Company his method of lighting railway carriages with gas. The trains to which these lights have 

been applied include the fast trains between Manchester and Bradford and Manchester and 

Blackpool. The LNW Company are about to avail themselves of this mode of lighting some of their 

fast trains, and among others to the limited express between London and Holyhead. Mr Newall is 

now fitting up carriages for the last named train at Bury. By means of compression by hydraulic 

power the quantity of gas required for one of these trains is contained in a box of small size in the 

guard’s van, and the advantage and comfort derived from these lights by the passengers are spoken 

of in high terms. (Engineer, 17 January 1862, p.43) 

Improvements, which are being also carried out at Lytham with the new line of railway to Blackpool, 

are progressing satisfactorily, the permanent rails being laid from the road near the parish church to 
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the Cross Slack, beyond the lighthouse. Several of the bridges are in a forward state, and there 

appears no obstacle to prevent the line being opened for traffic during the coming season. (Engineer, 

17 January 1862, p.54) 

The LNWR give notice that the parcel office at 126 Market Street, Manchester, is now closed, the 

business moved to their new premises at 12 Mosley Street. (Manchester Examiner, 25 January 1862) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the iron work for five bridges to be built on the Oldham and Rochdale 

line. (Manchester Examiner, 29 January 1862) 

February 
Notice of two additional omnibuses to commence running on Monday next, 10th February 1862 

between Victoria and London Road stations, Manchester, fare 2d. (Manchester Examiner, 8 February 

1862) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting on 19th February 1862. (Manchester Examiner, 

13 February 1862) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 19th February 1862. (Manchester 

Guardian, 20 February 1862) 

March 
The Board of Trade have approved the opening of the fork line at Todmorden. (L&YR Minutes, 5 

March 1862) 

April 
A long report of an agreement between the L&YR and the LNWR included the statement; The 

LNWR will allow (on terms stated in the agreement) the passenger traffic of the L&YR, now using 

the Victoria station and the Salford viaduct, to pass over that viaduct and through the LNW portion 

of the station to the L&Y property, until the L&YR shall have constructed and opened their viaduct 

through Salford. This provision not to exceed beyond five years from the 1st August 1861. 

(Manchester Examiner, 15 April 1862) 

May 
Myles Fenton, L&YR assistant traffic manager and formerly East Lancashire Railway secretary, has 

been appointed manager of the Metropolitan Railway. (Engineer, 2 May 1862) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Chorley. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 May 1862) 

The tender of D Flitcroft, £2,323, recommended to be accepted for the removal of the timber viaduct 

over the river Roach at Bury, and the substitution of a brick structure; also that of R Holden, £2,066, 

for a new station at Chorley. (These tenders were accepted on 28th May 1862) (L&YR Minutes, 14 

May 1862) 

June 
Notice of Special Service Third Class Trains between Bury and Manchester, via Middleton Junction, 

single fare 6d, return 9d, available only on the Special Trains. 
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Trains stop at Miles Platting only to collect tickets on return journey. (Manchester Examiner, 5 June 

1862) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th June 1862 to consider the two bills 

before Parliament; the Shawforth branch and the Askern to Rawcliffe railway. (Manchester Guardian, 

9 June 1862) 

July 
Approval given to a notice issued by Mr Blackmore on 28th June 1862 as to single line working over 

the Roach viaduct at Bury while work is in progress. 

Repairs completed on the Darcy Lever viaduct. (L&YR Minutes, 1 July 1862) 

On Saturday last, 28th June 1862 the chief officers of the L&YR Company, to number from thirty to 

forty, under the presidency of S W Butteel, the treasurer, entertained Mr Myles Fenton, at dinner, at 

the Crown Hotel, Fleetwood, on the occasion of his resigning his appointment as assistant traffic 

manager of the L&YR, preparatory to his entering upon his new duties as manager of the 

Metropolitan Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 2 July 1862) 

Mr Meek to furnish estimates of the cost of providing a second line of rails on the Ardwick branch. 

(L&YR Minutes, 29 July 1862) 

A special notice issued by the L&YR stated that on and after this date, 31st July 1862, all passengers 

travelling by this company will be booked at the Leeds and Yorkshire end of the Victoria station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 31 July 1862) 

August 
Resolved, that the seats and backs of all second class carriages which are used for ordinary traffic, but 

not those which are used only for excursion traffic, be lined with “carpet”. (L&YR Minutes, 6 August 

1862) 

Mr W C Miller, of Liverpool, iron shipbuilder, has just launched a paddle steamer of 250 tons, Wyre, 

built for the L&YR, and intended to serve as a tug and passenger boat at Fleetwood. (Engineer, 8 

August 1862, p.87) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR includes the deaths of directors W Stuart, Liverpool, and J 

R Ralph, Halifax. (Manchester Examiner, 13 August 1862) 

Mr Fay to fit up one second class carriage with blue material and bring it to Victoria station for the 

inspection of the directors. (Minutes, 19 August 1862) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 20th August 1862. (Manchester 

Guardian, 21 August 1862) 

The L&YR invite tenders for stations at Milnrow, Shaw and Royton. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

August 1862) 
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The meeting of the L&YR Company was interesting, from the light thrown on the present 

commercial situation, by the speech of the chairman (Mr H W Wickham, MP). The hon. gentleman, 

of course, did his best to take hopeful view of the position of affairs, and submitted the annexed 

table, showing the course of the company’s affairs during the last four and a half years: 
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Half year 
ending 

Revenue
£ 

Working 
expenses £ 

D
iv
id
e
n
d 
%
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June 1858
716,519  317,605 

3 
¾

December 
1858 

850,254 369,487 4 

June 1859

824,490  334,429 

4

½

December 
1859 

920,591  375,864 5 

June 1860
922,283 374,532 

5

½
December 
1860 

1,031,63
1 

417,274 6 

June 1861

950,731 404,688 

5

¼

December 
1861 

982,760       430,517 5 

June 1862
817,092 300,518 

3

¾
He proceeded to argue that the interests of the company were not likely to be affected longer than 

the present want of the raw materials of our manufacturers existed.  

In the Yorkshire district, where the people were in full employment, the revenue of the company 

had been fully maintained, and he believed, even exceeded the returns of any former half year. 

Turning to the general condition of affairs he found, however, that the receipts for passenger traffic 

were less by £37,537 than at the corresponding period of 1861, and the number of passengers 

carried was less by 732,000, or 2½ per cent of the first class and 10 per cent of the second and third 

classes. The distance travelled had decreased by nearly 16 per cent and the receipts by nearly 10 per 

cent.  

The receipts for merchandise traffic were less by the large sum of £14,602, or nearly 11 per cent 

upon the whole. The quantity of merchandise moved was less by 236,696 tons, or nearly 9 per cent; 

and the number of miles of traffic had been moved less by nearly 21 per cent. The average earning 

per ton for the six months ending June 30th was 3s 5½d, while in 1861 it was 4s 1½d. The coal and 

mineral traffic had been kept up to its maximum; but in mineral traffic, cotton and manufactured 

goods there was a falling off to the extent of 204,253 tons, on which the loss was £93,000, or an 

average of 9s 1d per ton.  

The working expenses for the six months amounted to £360,518, which showed a reduction of 

£44,170, or 10 per cent, against a reduction in traffic of 14 per cent. This large decrease had been 

effected without impairing the efficiency of the stock, or permitting the deterioration of the 

permanent way, the expenditure upon the latter being more than at the corresponding date last 

year.  
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Taking the different branches of expenditure, there were first locomotive charges amounting to 

£81,857 for the half year, against £98,348, showing a saving of £16,491, or nearly 17 per cent on that 

hand. The coaching charges were nearly the same as twelve months ago; the expenditure this half 

year being £56,470 against £56,679 last year. The reason of this was that they were obliged to run 

the same number of trains, though the number of passengers had diminished.  

The merchandise charges were £123,865, against £151,088 in the corresponding period of 1861; 

that was a reduction of £24,223. The reduction in the tonnage moved was nearly 9 per cent, and the 

cost of handling about 18 per cent. The maintenance of way had cost more this half year than in the 

corresponding period of 1861; it had cost £42,860 against £42,003. The directors had found that, 

from the increased weight of the engines and from the running of express trains, the rails had not 

lasted as long as previous experience had led them to anticipate. It was of the utmost importance 

that the permanent way should be kept in first class order; and, on this account, the directors had 

had to transfer from revenue to the credit of the renewal fund £30,000, instead of £15,000.  

He, for one, and he believed the whole of the board agreed with him, should never be satisfied until 

the whole amount spent on renewal of the permanent way was paid off during the time the 

expenses accrued. There ought to be no balance standing to the debit of that account at the end of 

the half year, and he hoped that in future they should be able to bring that to bear. At the same time 

they did not trespass upon the amount to such an extent as many other lines did.  

The renewal fund to the debit of the L&Y was £48,453; NE, £124,616; and LNWR, £93,097. The 

canal charges were slightly increased in consequence of some of the banks requiring some additional 

outlay. The general charges amount to £13,505 against £15,604 – a satisfactory diminution; and the 

compensations, instead of being £8,528 as in 1861 were only £4,680. (Engineer, 29 August 1862, 

p.136) 

September 
Samples of blue and brown materials submitted for lining second class carriages but neither colour 

found to be fast. 

Tender of P Farrell, £4,595, recommended to be accepted for stations at Milnrow, Shaw and Royton. 

(L&YR Minutes, 3 September 1862) 

October 
Discussion whether it is more economical to use gas or candles for distant signals. (L&YR Minutes, 8 

October 1862) 

Patent American cloth to be used for lining second class carriages. (L&YR Minutes, 15 October 1862) 

Further stations at Royton Junction and New Hey, also goods sheds at Milnrow, Shaw, and Royton 

recommended to be let to P Farrell, estimate £5,301. (L&YR Minutes, 29 October 1862) 

November 
When the Preston and Wyre Railway was constructed, the line entered the town by a short cut 

across a marshy ground which was partially covered by neap tides and deeply submerged by spring 

tides. Piles have been driven and the embankment raised to allow trains to cross this marsh at all 

states of the tide; but it was soon found that these would not long stand the force of the current, 

for several times the artificial road was submerged, and on some occasions the engine fires were put 

out by the rising tide. The railway company then changed their route, by carrying their line some 

distance roundabout, so as to avoid any disaster from the encroachments of the sea, and Fleetwood 

is now approached by a circuitous route. The agent of Sir P H Fleetwood, Mr Jamieson, has devised 

and is carrying out a plan to raise an embankment on the side of the old piles, so as to confine the 

sea within its limits and thus reclaim 800 acres of land hitherto daily submerged. He proposes to 
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build an embankment three quarters of a mile long, three feet higher than the original railway, with a 

width of twenty one feet at the top, and by means of a sluice to draw the salvage off to the Wyre 

[…]. It is believed that the Preston and Wyre Railway Company will take advantage of this 

improvement, and carry their line across it, at a great saving of expense. A dock is also to be built 

hard by the terminus, of sufficient capacity to accommodate the foreign trade of the port. 

(Manchester Examiner, 7 November 1862; The Builder, 22 November 1862) 

The Blackpool and Lytham Railway invite tenders for six first class and twelve third class carriages.

(Manchester Guardian, 8 November 1862) 

Some of the carriages built by Mr Fay are too wide to run with safety on the Bolton line, where the 

space between the two lines of rails is in many places only four feet. The lamps and lamp irons of 

passing trains are often knocked off thereby. (L&YR Minutes, 12 November 1862) 

New viaduct over the river Roach, near Bury, completed and opened for traffic on 11th November 

1862 “after a severe test by two of the most powerful engines of the company, when all appeared 

quite safe”. (L&YR Minutes, 18 November 1862) 

It appears that all companies approached, except the MS&L and the GN, are in favour of gas lighting 

distant signals. Gas to be used, therefore, whenever it can be obtained.  

About 200-300 yards of new line, near Thornhill station to be constructed immediately for use as 

sidings. (L&YR Minutes, 19 November 1862) 

Report from Mr Fay; the width of carriages is 8 feet “the same as been built for some years”, except a 

few branch carriages which are 8 feet 6 inches wide. He cannot account for any lamp irons being 

knocked off on the Bolton line, where the gauge between the rails is 4 feet 9 inches in the narrowest 

place, unless one of the branch carriages has run there in mistake. (L&YR Minutes, 26 November 

1862) 

December 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway from Thornhill to Dewsbury.

(Manchester Guardian, 15 December 1862) 

On Wednesday night last, 24th December 1862 the L&YR train leaving the Victoria station took with 

it the cash boxes containing the wages of the Yorkshire district. Each station is supplied with a 

separate box; the stations are divided into districts, and to each of these districts is ascribed a large 

box, containing the cash boxes of several stations in the sub-district. On the arrival of the 

Manchester train at Rochdale, the Liverpool train was met; and the three large cash boxes, 

containing all the cash boxes of the stations between Sowerby Bridge and Normanton, and the two 

branch boxes for Barnsley and Penistone districts, were put on the platform of the station, for about 

ten minutes, when they were taken back into the train again, and at that time appeared quite safe. 

On arriving at North Dean station, the guard, on opening the large box, found that only seven 

instead of ten smaller cash boxes were enclosed in the box, the Mirfield, Wakefield passenger, and 

Wakefield granary boxes having been extracted. When the boxes were placed on the truck at the 

Rochdale station, the platform was crowded to excess, and the inference is that the boxes were 

stolen during the time they were left there. Unfortunately, the large cash box was not locked, or the 

misfortune might have been prevented. The clerks at North Dean supposed the cash would be sent 

on by the next train, but as it did not arrive in the course of the following day a telegraph 

communication was sent to the authorities at the Victoria station, when the clerks were informed 

that the money had been forwarded. Mr Eccles, police superintendent, and Mr Aylesbury, have been, 

for the last few days, vainly endeavouring to trace the money. All the small boxes were secured by a 

Chubb’s patent lock, and each bore the name of their respective stations. A reward of £100 has 
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been offered by the company for any information that will lead to the apprehension of the thief or 

thieves. (Manchester Examiner, 27 December 1862) 
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1863 
January 

A portion of the roof of the tunnel at Oakenshaw, on the Cleckheaton branch of the L&YR, and 

about a quarter mile from the Low Moor station, recently fell in and blocked the up road. The 

portion which fell is twelve of fifteen yards off the end nearest Low Moor. The earth and material 

covering the tunnel at that end was about 18 feet deep, and at some point the tunnel was crossed by 

a common road which was temporarily obstructed by the chasm. Between seventy and eighty men 

were quickly set to work to clear away the debris, and the line is now again open for traffic. (The 

Builder, 3 January 1863) 

To the proprietors of the L&YR Mr H W Wickham, MP, spoke hopefully, referring to the 

improvement now once again noticed in the traffic returns. The receipts of the last half year were 

less than those in the corresponding half of 1861 by £78,000, and that amounted to about 8 per cent 

on the whole; but he was glad to say that they had also been able to make a saving in the working 

expenses during the same period equal to 7¼ per cent.  

He regretted that there had not been time before the report was printed to make out a list of the 

sums the directors would have to ask for to expend on works and stations during the half year. The 

gross amount would be £100,000, and for this he would have to ask in a separate vote before the 

meeting closed. He was glad at the same time to state that they had not during the past half year 

exceeded the amount they had taken powers to expend at the last meeting. The amount then asked 

for was £50,000, and they had expended £44,685.  

There was an accusation made at the last meeting to the effect that the directors were fond of 

parliamentary proceedings, and preferred spending their time in London to attending to the ordinary 

proceedings of the company. He assured the proprietors for himself that there was no ground for 

such a feeling, and he believed he could say as much for his colleagues; but the fact was that the 

interests of the company demanded their attendance to protect them against the aggressions of 

other companies. The policy of this company was one of peace, but that was not always the policy of 

other companies, and but for the vigilance of the directors and their officers in these matters their 

interests would suffer very severely.  

He proceeded to illustrate this statement by reference to the various schemes now in progress by 

other companies in Yorkshire and in Lancashire, and said the directors had lodged plans for the 

Doncaster, Goole and Hull branch, but that it was only in protection of their own interests, and, he 

was happy to say, by a negotiation with the NE Company, they would probably get all they wanted 

without prosecuting the scheme in Parliament. (Engineer, 6 March 1863, p.140) 

[…] A mail train from Mirfield, which should have reached Bradford at a quarter before six in the 

morning, ran into the midst of the rubbish (at Oakenshaw). The engine was firmly embedded, but 

the passenger carriages were soon backed out. There was no loss of life or other serious personal 

injury […] it was expected that the line would be freed from obstruction on Tuesday night. (The 

Builder, 17 January 1863) 

The L&YR invite tenders for about eight million bricks for the construction of the viaduct from 

Salford to Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 17 January 1863) 

[…] about 30 yards to the west of the east end of the passenger platform (at Wakefield station) there 

is an elevated junction box which has received the name of “the tower”. 108 yards east of the tower 

are points connecting sidings to the main line from Normanton, and 40 yards east of these points is a 

semaphore signal to protect the main line. The signalman has been at Wakefield for 18 years, his duty 

is from 7.00am to 8.00pm, every alternate Saturday from 7.00am to Sunday 8.00pm, and every 
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alternate twelve weeks from Saturday 7.00am to Sunday 8,00pm. Twenty five hours in the first case 

and thirty seven hours in the second. He has his meals brought to him and says he is never unoccupied 

for five minutes together during the day […] (Accident report, 17 January 1863)  

The tender of J Priestley, £1,248, recommended for the construction of the bridge over Milnrow 

Road, Rochdale. (L&YR Minutes, 21 January 1863) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new passenger station at Bradford. (Manchester 

Guardian, 24 January 1863) 

The annual soiree of the servants employed at the L&YR was held in the Corn Exchange on Saturday 

evening, 24th January 1863. There were between 500 and 600 persons present. The deputy 

chairman, Mr George Wilson, said he missed the faces of many from the gathering, whose services, 

owing to the temporary decrease of the traffic on the line, the company had been obliged to 

dispense with. (Manchester Examiner, 27 January 1863) 

February 
At the New bailey Court yesterday, 31st January 1863 Ralph Wignall, railway guard, Miles Platting 

and Joseph Bond, clogger, Woodward Street, New Islington, were brought up on a charge of being 

concerned in a robbery which took place on 24th December last, 1862, of cash boxes belonging to 

the L&YR and containing £1,145-13-2d […]. The company were in the habit of sending large 

quantities of cash down their line for the purpose of paying their servants, packing up in a large box 

a number of smaller boxes. On the afternoon of the 24th December 1863 five boxes containing 14 

or 15 smaller cash boxes were given into the charge of Wignall at the Victoria station; at Rochdale 

some of the large boxes were put into the van of a guard named Howell who soon after missed 

three of the smaller cash boxes containing the money named. Edward Young, clerk in the treasurer’s 

offices of the L&YR Company, made up the cash to pay the wages of the company’s servants in the 

Yorkshire district. He counted the money, and put it into small boxes, which were afterwards placed 

in the large boxes. There were five large boxes, each containing thirteen others. Three small boxes 

were afterwards reported to be missing, containing £1,145-19-2½d in the whole. Charles Howell 

said he was the guard of the train which left Liverpool at 2.30pm and went via Heywood to 

Rochdale, where he joined the Manchester train. The porters at Rochdale put the large cash boxes 

into the train. He afterwards opened one, and missed eight small boxes altogether. Ultimately, there 

were only three missing. The cash boxes that were missing were one for Mirfield and two for 

Wakefield. (Manchester Examiner, 1 February 1863) 

The tender of J & J Nowell, £10,347-9-4d, recommended to be accepted for the Thornhill to 

Dewsbury line. (L&YR Minutes, 4 February 1863) 

The Salford town clerk read a long report from the Salford District Highway Committee as to the 

construction of the new bridge over the river Irwell in continuation of Chapel Street. (Manchester 

Examiner, 6 February 1863) 

The directors’ report for the L&YR meeting stated that director James Riley of Halifax had died. 

(Manchester Examiner, 11 February 1863) 

Yesterday, Monday 16th February 1863 at the New Bailey Police Court, Salford, Ralph Wignall, 

railway guard, and Joseph Bond, clogger, were brought upon remand, charged, the former with 

stealing, and the latter with receiving, £1,145, the property of the L&YR Company. Edmund Young, 

clerk in the treasurer’s office, described the mode adopted by the Company, on paying their 

servants. There were small cash boxes received from each station every morning, which were 

emptied in the treasurer’s office, and kept in the cash room until returned. Wages were paid 

fortnightly, and on pay day the cash boxes were returned with the wages of the servants in them. 
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On the day before Christmas Day he counted the wages and placed the money in the cash boxes, 

saw them put upon the trucks, and placed, at 3.30pm, in Wignall’s van.  

The cash boxes were contained in five large boxes, or chests. The cash boxes were divided in the 

following way; for the main line No.1; the main line No.11; West Riding branch; Barnsley branch; 

and the Huddersfield and Penistone branch. Wignall had to deliver cash boxes out of the main line 

No.1 box until he got to Sowerby Bridge; the Copley box would remain in the cash box No.1 after 

Wignall left Sowerby Bridge. At Rochdale, the main line N.11, and the Barnsley and Huddersfield and 

Penistone boxes were transferred to the van of the guard of the Liverpool train. Two boxes, one for 

Liversedge and one for Pontefract, were not sent that day. The three missing boxes were taken 

from cash box No.11 which was in the custody of the guard of the Liverpool train. There were 

three cash boxes put into this box, which the Liverpool guard ought to have delivered at Mirfield, 

two of which were from Heckmondwike and one from Cleckheaton, but these boxes were 

delivered by Wignall at Low Moor. The boxes which were stolen were the Mirfield, containing £194; 

Wakefield passenger, £888; and Wakefield grain box, £113; making a total of £1,145. Wignall was 

questioned on the morning of 26th December 1863 by Mr Eccles, superintendent of the detective 

department […]. 

Thomas Allen, inspector at the Rochdale station, stated that the 3.30pm train arrived at Rochdale on 

the afternoon named at 4.08pm, and three cash chests were handed out of the van by Wignall to 

two porters, and placed on a truck, with other luggage. The Manchester train was then shunted. He 

never missed sight of the cash boxes until they were placed in the van of the Liverpool train, and 

given into the custody of the guard Howell […] Matthew Mitchell, porter, Low Moor, deposed that 

he received from Wignall the two Heckmondwike and one Cleckheaton cash boxes. He looked into 

the van and said to Wignall, “There’s no box for Liversedge”; and Wignall replied, “No, I must have put it 

out wrong, and it must have gone to Normanton”. The boxes for Heckmondwike and Cleckheaton had 

sometimes been left there before […] (Manchester Examiner, 17 February 1863) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 18th February 1863. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 February 1863) 

On Saturday, 21st February 1863 Ralph Wignall and Joseph Bond were brought up before Mr H L 

Trafford, on remand charged, the former with stealing, and the latter with feloniously receiving, 

£1,145, the property of the L&YR, on 24th. December 1862 […]. Thomas Stringer said he was in the 

employ of the prisoner Bond. On the afternoon of the 24th December, between one and two 

o’clock, he was sent by his master to look at Mr Storey’s house. After remaining half an hour he 

came back and found that Bond had gone out. He remained on the premises until Bond returned; he 

came into the shop and said to his wife “I have succeeded”. Mr Bond paid him (Stringer) and Yates 

another workman, 15s for three day’s wages. On Saturday the 27th December, he saw Wignall at 

Bond’s house between eight and nine o’clock in the evening. He had seen Wignall in the house both 

before and after the 24t. December […]. Since Christmas Bond had shown the witness at different 

times and on Monday nights only, £16, £30, £25, and such amounts, which he always said he had 

received from the relief committee for clogs […]. On the 27th December bought 100 dozen of clog 

blocks from Mr Renshaw, of Rochdale Road, Bond paid ready money […]. The witness and Yates 

had dinner at Bond’s on the 27th. December. Yates was reading a newspaper. Bond was present. 

Yates read about the robbery, and Bond remarked, “Wignall was the guard of that train”. A week 

later, Yates and witness were called out of the workshop into the kitchen, where Bond and Wignall 

were. Wignall said to them “If any detectives come and ask if Bond was out on the 24th, say ‘No’.” Bond 

also said, “Tell the lad in the cellar to do the same”. A remand was granted until Saturday next, 28th

February 1863. Mr Trafford said he would then commit to the assizes. (Manchester Examiner, 23 

February 1863) 
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Confirmation of acceptance of Mr Thornton’s tender, £4,700, for the new station at Bradford. (L&YR

Minutes, 25 February 1863) 

March 
There are religious services for the porters held once a week at the Victoria station, one at the 

L&YR end and the other at the LNWR end. (Manchester Examiner, 1 March 1863) 

Ben B Scott, clerk in charge at the Victoria station said the guards in the employ of the company 

were paid fortnightly. The pay sheet ending 26th December 1862 was produced; it bore the signature 

of Wignall for £2 May 0d in wages less 5d insurance […].  

Sergeant Torr, detective, Manchester, stated that on the 12th February 1863 he searched Bond’s 

house in Woodward Street. Amongst other things he found a new set of drawers, and a cash box 

containing £20 in sovereigns. He took Bond into custody and on the way to the station charged him 

with stealing £1,145, the property of the L&YR; he replied, “They must prove it, and I will make them 

pay for it; I can get £200 or £300 any day” […].  

In cross examination by Mr Cottingham it was stated; There was an invoice in the cash box from a 

leather dealer for £12, which was unpaid” […]. Mr James Lockwood, a constable in the employ of 

the L&YR, stated that, on Christmas Day, about 4.45pm he went to Wignall’s house at Miles Platting; 

he saw the prisoner Bond and his wife. Wignall came downstairs; he was not sober […] he said that 

he had not left his van on Christmas Eve after he had received the cash boxes until he got to 

Rochdale, and no one rode with him on the way. Lockwood searched Bon’s house and found the 

receipted invoices produced; they purported to be receipts for upwards of £90, payments made 

since Christmas. (Manchester Examiner, 2 March 1863) 

[…] Henry Ford, porter and extra guard in the service of the L&YR, said he knew the prisoners, 

Wignall and Bond. Sometime before last Christmas he saw Bond in the train in Wignall’s van 

between Victoria station and Sowerby Bridge. He saw him several times during the journey […]. 

The prisoners were committed for trial at the assizes, bail refused. (Manchester Examiner, 6 March 

1863) 

To the proprietors of the L&YR Mr H W Wickham, MP, spoke hopefully, referring to the 

improvement now once again noticed in the traffic returns. The receipts of the last half year were 

less than those in the corresponding half of 1861 by £78,000, and that amounted to about 8 per cent 

on the whole; but he was glad to say that they had also been able to make a saving in the working 

expenses during the same period equal to 7¼ per cent. He regretted that there had not been time 

before the report was printed to make out a list of the sums the directors would have to ask for to 

expend on works and stations during the half year. The gross amount would be £100,000, and for 

this he would have to ask in a separate vote before the meeting closed. He was glad at the same 

time to state that they had not during the past half year exceeded the amount they had taken 

powers to expend at the last meeting. The amount then asked for was £50,000, and they had 

expended £44,685. There was an accusation made at the last meeting to the effect that the directors 

were fond of parliamentary proceedings, and preferred spending their time in London to attending 

to the ordinary proceedings of the company. He assured the proprietors for himself that there was 

no ground for such a feeling, and he believed he could say as much for his colleagues; but the fact 

was that the interests of the company demanded their attendance to protect them against the 

aggressions of other companies. The policy of this company was one of peace, but that was not 

always the policy of other companies, and but for the vigilance of the directors and their officers in 

these matters their interests would suffer very severely. He proceeded to illustrate this statement 

by reference to the various schemes now in progress by other companies in Yorkshire and in 

Lancashire, and said the directors had lodged plans for the Doncaster, Goole and Hull branch, but 

that it was only in protection of their own interests, and, he was happy to say, by a negotiation with 
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the NE Company, they would probably get all they wanted without prosecuting the scheme in 

Parliament. (Engineer, 6 March 1863, p.140) 

The tender of A M Child, £1,171-17-10d, recommended to be accepted for walling and filling 

required for the new coal stage at Barnsley. (Minutes, 18 March 1863) 

April 
The Blackpool and Lytham Railway announce that the railway will open on Easter Monday, 6th April 

1863. Though the railway was completed in autumn 1862 it was not opened because of the lack of 

traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 1 April 1863) 

“Messrs Thomson, who are commencing the works on the LNWR dock branch at Liverpool, have a 

great deal of earth to dispose of, and they apply to allow to lay down rails on this company’s land at 

the point where the tunnel goes under the Liverpool and Crosby line, so as to enable them to dispose 

of a portion of their spoil on some land which is agreed upon for the purpose. Mr Thomson will fill up 

to the level of rails our piece of land adjoining the line at Sandhills Junction without charge if you 

think it desirable”. Approved. (L&YR Minutes, 1 April 1863) 

[…] at the OA&GB junction (Ashton) the facing points on (the up line) towards Manchester on the 

one side and Guide Bridge on the other are 16 yards to the west of the junction stage, which is 

elevated considerably above the level of the rails…it is desirable that the exterior of the stage should 

be glazed for the protection of the machinery as well as the shelter of the man and that the means 

should be supplied of working the points and signals in connection with one another according to the 

mode that is now generally adopted with so much success. (Accident report, 6 April 1863) 

The Blackpool and Lytham Railway was opened to the public yesterday, Monday, 6th April 1863. Mr 

Thomas Barham Foster, civil engineer, of Manchester, was the engineer, and Mr J R Allen had 

undertaken the contract for the works. The line was completed last autumn, but as the traffic at that 

time of year to open the line until spring. The estimated cost of the undertaking was £30,000, but 

the actual expense has been within that amount. It is intended at some future time to carry the line 

on to Preston along the coast. The length of the line is seven miles forty two chains. The engines are 

supplied by Fairbairn and Sons, and Sharp, Stewart and Company, both of Manchester. Yesterday, 

the various trains were crowded, and all along the line were crowds of spectators. The day was 

observed as a holiday throughout the district. (Manchester Examiner, 7 April 1863) 

[…] and a greater portion of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway  runs through land belonging to 

Colonel Talbot Clifton, which is laid out for the erection of handsome villa residences. At present 

only a single line is laid. Nine trains run between each station. (Manchester Guardian, 7 April 1863) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station at Hindley. (Manchester Guardian, 8 April 1863) 

Mr Holme and Mr Meek to ascertain exactly what is Mr Thomson’s proposal for filling up on the 

Bootle line. (L&YR Minutes, 8 April 1863) 

The L&YR propose, in connection with their proposed Doncaster, Goole and Hull lines, to carry the 

line by a bridge of ten spans of 75 feet over the river Ouse, and a bridge of eight arches, each 30 feet 

span, over the Dutch River; but the Board of trade recommended that the spans, or openings, 

should not be less than 100 feet. (Engineer, 24 April 1863, p.242) 

May 
Extract from a Board of Trade report of an accident at Wakefield on 17th. January 1863 […]. “This 

junction is an exceedingly important one, and any man who is kept in charge of it for 13 hours a day 

during the week ought, in my opinion, to be allowed to have his Sundays to himself, without being 

obliged to perform 25 hours’ duty every alternate week, and 37 hours’ every alternate twelfth week, in 
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order partially to obtain that privilege. It appears in this, as in other cases, which have come under my 

notice, that the men prefer, when left to themselves, to undertake shifts of 24 or 25 hours alternately, 

for the sake of corresponding intervals of rest; but they ought not to be permitted, in the interests of 

the public safety, if not on their own accounts, to remain on duty for such lengthened periods; and 

thirty seven hours at such a post, or indeed, any post, is preposterous”. (Engineer, 1 May 1863, p.248) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stations at Preston Road; Town Green; and Walton 

Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 7 May 1863) 

Report of the death of James Fenton, former Manchester and Leeds Railway locomotive 

superintendent, on 22nd April 1863. (Engineer, 8 May 1863, p.266) 

The L&YR and the LNWR are making alterations of an extensive character at the Victoria station, 

which will involve a cost of £150,000, even at a low estimate, and occupy seven or eight months in 

their completion. Each company holds about one half of the present station premises, the L&YR

having the eastern end, from the central platform clock, to York Street bridge, which spans their 

lines of railway. That portion of the railway belonging to the LNWR is on the western side of the 

clock.  

The alterations of this company are of less magnitude than the alterations of the L&YR, being 

principally a longitudinal extension of their platforms and roofs across the bridges which now span 

Great Ducie Street and the river Irwell. Many of these improvements have already been made, and 

the work is still going on. The rooms formerly occupied by the station master and other officers 

have been altered into commodious and well-appointed waiting rooms, with the necessary 

conveniences, and accommodation for the officers has been found elsewhere. A roof has been 

erected over the cab-stand, the platform adjoining which has been improved, and by throwing flat 

girders across Great Ducie Street the platform has been extended to the edge of the river Irwell. 

Owing to the increasing traffic which has been developing during the time these alterations have 

been going on, it has become evident that this extension is not sufficient for the requirements of the 

public. It has, therefore, been determined to throw a series of flat girders across the Irwell, by the 

south side of the present bridge and to continue the platforms along them to the Salford side of the 

river. The length of this platform, which will be covered, will be about 300 feet, and its average 

width about 18 feet. A line of rails will separate it from a parallel platform which will join the present 

platform, and extend to the York Street Bridge, presenting an entire length of more than 1,000 feet. 

Only about half this platform will be the property of the LNWR, the remainder being on that 

portion of the station which belongs to the L&YR. 

Flights of steps will lead from the new platforms of the LNWR into Great Ducie Street and into 

Salford, within a few yards of Greengate. The steps into Great Ducie Street have already been 

erected. The longitudinal girders over the street and the river will flank the existing bridges which 

span the Irwell and Great Ducie Street, and their straight lines will somewhat detract from the 

comeliness of the existing structure. The graceful arch which now spans the Irwell will be hidden 

behind massive girders, not very unlike the unsightly bridge that is being thrown across the stream 

opposite the Palatine Buildings. 

The principal part of the alterations will be at the eastern end of the station on the site belonging to 

the L&YR. The wall adjoining the Bridge Street Workhouse, and extending from the centre of the 

existing station buildings to the York Street bridge, will be raised about twelve feet and that part of 

the station roof will, of course, have that additional height to it. The roof will be extended beyond 

its present limits to the York Street Bridge, which will be pulled down and rebuilt. The works in 

connection with this bridge will occupy a considerable time, during which it will be necessary to stop 

the traffic in York Street. The new bridge will be of iron, and instead of the massive central brick 

abutment which now exists, there will be two or three iron columns, so placed as not to interfere 

with the lines of rails. By throwing back the side abutments, and removing the abutment in the 
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centre, the width of the railway beneath the bridge will be increased from seventy five feet to one 

hundred and thirty seven feet. The line approaches to the station will thus be greatly improved, and 

the station itself will also be extended to the York Street Bridge. The station will likewise receive a 

considerable addition on the side adjoining the river Irk.  

A massive wall flanking the road beside the stream is being erected at the edge of Walkers Croft, 

and will extend in a westerly direction to within a few feet of the footbridge over the Irk. This will 

form one side of the station, and the roof will stretch from it in three arches as far as the wall 

adjoining the Bridge Street Workhouse. The size of the station will therefore be more than doubled. 

The wing, if we may so term it, which is to be built on Walkers Croft and the cab-stand, will be 

exclusively used for passenger traffic on the eastern division of the L&Y lines. At the top of the 

ascent now leading to the railway station, and on the side which is at present partly occupied by the 

gateway to the Yorkshire trains, there will be a new set of station and booking offices, the front of 

which will be at right angles to the front of the existing station buildings. This new building will be of 

two storeys, and have a frontage of seventy feet. The decoration will be Grecian, and though more 

elaborate than the existing offices; its general appearance will be in character with them. At the rear 

of this building a set of waiting rooms and conveniences will be erected, 168 feet long and averaging 

30 feet wide. The shape of this building will be a sort of elongated triangle the narrower end being 

near to York Street Bridge. The new wing will be provided with four platforms, each about 450 feet 

long, independently of the long centre platform already alluded to. Among the improvements 

contemplated, but not yet decided upon, is the throwing of a bridge across the river Irk, the road to 

which will be from Corporation Street, opposite the Manchester Arms. 

To obviate the necessity of passing along the LNWR line to the Preston and Bolton line, which now 

starts from the station in New Bailey Street, the L&YR are continuing their Manchester and Bolton 

line from New Bailey Street to the north western end of Victoria station. The extension will run 

upon arches placed contiguous to the viaduct of the LNWR, and the terminus of the Manchester 

and Bolton line will be on the site now occupied by the wholesale fish market and a plot of land 

fronting Great Ducie Street used as a pipe yard. The wholesale fish market, which is held from the 

L&YR on a lease by the Manchester Corporation, will be rebuilt by the railway company on an 

adjoining site fronting Great Ducie Street and New Bridge Street and the Corporation will take the 

new building on the same terms and conditions as the old one. The existing fish market will be 

pulled down, its surface, together with the pipe yard, will be raised to the level of the station, and 

the basement front will be occupied by four handsome shops, constructed in the archways 

supporting the level above. On the artificial ground thus raised one or more covered platforms will 

be erected for the accommodation of passengers by the western division of the company’s line. The 

line from New Bailey Street will cross the Irwell and Great Ducie Street on girders similar to those 

which are to be erected by the LNWR, on the other side, though they will not be immediately 

contiguous to that company’s bridges. The girders across Great Ducie Street will be about nine 

yards from the present bridge, and that space will be available for light and air. Flights of steps will 

lead from Great Ducie Street to the platform above, and a carriage approach will also be made to 

them adjoining the wholesale fish market. For the convenience of passengers passing to and from the 

existing station buildings and the platforms adjoining Great Ducie Street, a bridge will be thrown 

across the lines of rails opposite the platform clock. The L&YR trains will pass from the Great Ducie 

Street platforms to the existing line through an opening which will be made in the wall behind the 

workhouse, at a point near the footbridge. The principal arrival platform adjoining great Ducie Street 

will be about 670 feet long, and will run across Great Ducie Street to the edge of the river Irwell. 

The contractors are; for the girder bridges, Messrs Fairbairn Engineering Company; for the new 

roofs of the L&YR, Messrs Walter Mabon and Company; and for the remainder of the work, 

including the fish market, Mr R Neill, Strangeways. (Manchester Guardian, 28 May 1863) (An 

abridged report, Engineer, 3 June 1863) 
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June 
At a Wharncliffe meeting held on Saturday by the L&YR Company the chairman stated that the 

Fleetwood docks scheme was promoted by an independent company with borrowing powers. Since 

the L&Y Company had received to subscribe £51,000 to the undertaking, the LNW Company had 

agreed to take their share of it, according to the agreement in the lease of the Preston and Wyre 

Railway, namely, one third, or £15,000, which would reduce the liability to £36,000. The promoters 

of the docks had made a very favourable arrangement with Sir Hesketh Fleetwood for 140 acres of 

land at £25 per acre, with the option of taking 100 acres more within ten years at £50 an acre. 

(Engineer, 3 June 1863, p.348) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the erection of stables for thirty horses, a large loose box, and a horse 

keeper’s house; and for paving and draining the yard at Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 17 June 

1863) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a railway from New Bailey Street station, Salford, to 

Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 17 June 1863) 

The Oldham and Rochdale line will be opened on 1st August 1863 and two tank engines will be 

required to work it. Mr Jenkins says he has none to spare. Mr Jenkins and Mr Blackmore to confer as 

to the best mode of working the line. (L&YR Minutes, 24 June 1863) 

Report of improvements to Edmondson’s ticket machine. (Engineer, 26 June 1863) 

The L&YR and LNW railways invite tenders for the construction of a large goods warehouse and other 

work at Leeds. (Manchester Guardian, 26 June 1863) 

The turntable at Oldham, which was to have been removed, to be left in so any engine can work the 

Rochdale new line. (L&YR Minutes, 1 July 1863) 

[…] to the west of (Sowerby Bridge) station is a tunnel and the station is protected by a distant signal 

worked through the tunnel and a signalman’s hut is placed a short distance further west with a 

semaphore signal close to it, the signalman works another signal 1,190 yards distant from the hut 

westwards. The signalman in this hut regulates his semaphore and distant signals by the indications of 

the distant signal which is worked from the station. The signals at the hut and the distant signal 

worked from it were put up for the better protection of the station in March 1863 […] (Accident 

report, 11 July 1863) 

On Tuesday afternoon, 7th July 1863 at the refreshment rooms at Wakefield station, a purse 

containing £360, and a silver salver, bearing a suitable inscription, were presented to Captain 

Binstead, R.N. superintendent of the Yorkshire district of the L&YR. The amount had been subscribed 

by personal friends and the railway officials on the eastern division of the line. (Manchester 

Examiner, 11 July 1863) 

Mr T Stone’s contract, £12,943-3s-0d, for the Salford Junction line, confirmed. (L&YR Minutes, 15 

July 1863) 

August 
An accident occurred at Blackpool on Monday, 3rd August 1863 about two or three hundred yards 

from the terminus on the single line. (Manchester Examiner, 4 August 1863) 

At about 3.30pm on Monday, 3rd August 1863 a collision occurred between Blackpool and Poulton. 

The branch is single and it is customary when a train leaves either Poulton or Blackpool to telegraph 

the departure from station to station. At 3.30pm a train left Blackpool for Yorkshire on the return 

trip of an excursion. Barely three hundred yards from the terminus it collided with a train arriving 

from Manchester. The express train driver saw the other train but could not avoid the collision 
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which shattered the buffers of both engines. Several passengers were injured. (Middleton Albion, 8 

August 1863) 

Goods and coal trains to be run over the Oldham to Rochdale line. (L&YR Minutes, 12 August 1863) 

The Oldham to Rochdale railway was inspected by Captain Reece on Tuesday, 11th August 1863. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 August 1863) 

Report of the L&YR directors for the half yearly meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 13 August 1863) 

The Oldham to Rochdale line of the L&YR was inspected on Tuesday, 11th August by Captain Reece 

and the bridges tested by means of four engines and tenders which were run on both tracks at 

various speeds. The testing of the girder bridge at the Bottom-of-Moor (Mumps Bridge), in Oldham 

attracted considerable. There are three stations, Shaw, New Hey, and Milnrow, a branch leaves the 

line at Higginshaw for Royton but is not ready to be opened for traffic. (Middleton Albion, 15 August 

1863) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 19th August 1863. (Manchester 

Guardian, 20 August 1863) 

Mr H W Wickham, MP, chairman of the L&YR Company, stated the position of that undertaking 

very ably at the late half yearly meeting at Manchester. The Hon. gentleman said during the last six 

months the revenue had been £863,550, against, in 1862, £817,092; in 1861 (the best year the 

company ever experienced), £950,731; and in 1860, £922,283.  

They were, therefore, still far short of what it had been proved the line could produce, when trade 

was in full activity. The working expenses for the half year amounted to £374,728, against £360,518, 

in 1862, and increase of £14,210; but of this sum the increase in rates and taxes amounted to 

£8,391, an increase was accounted for by the distress which had prevailed in the districts through 

which the line passed. Deducting rates and taxes as not really being a working expense over which 

the directors had any control the increase of £46,458 had been earned by an additional expense of 

£5,819, or 12½ per cent instead of 43 per cent, which was the general average working expense.  

Taking the working expense in detail they had first the locomotive charges, which this year 

amounted to £87,617, against £81,858, an increase of £5,759. But for this sum there had been 

407,526 more passengers moved towards a loss of 732,000 last year; and 123,419 more tons of 

goods towards loss of 236,696 tons last year. Taking these points into consideration he thought the 

proprietors would consider that the increase of £5,759 in working expenditure was not at all out of 

the way. (Engineer, 28 August 1863, p.184) 

September 
At Victoria station a considerable portion of the roof has been knocked down by the accidental 

breaking of one of the iron pillars from carelessness in shunting carriages. Such accidents have often 

occurred. A year or two ago there was one at the same station. (The Builder, 12 September 1863) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the construction of the Beswick branch railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 September 1863) 

Mr Meek states it will probably be necessary to go deeper for foundations of the Salford viaduct than 

is shown on the plans. Extra cost cannot yet be stated. (L&YR Minutes, 29 September 1863) 

October 
The L&YR invite tenders for the iron girders for the bridges for the extension from Salford to Victoria 

station. (Manchester Guardian, 3 October 1863) 
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The tender of Messrs. Rich & Fawkes, £1,268-17-4d, accepted for the Beswick branch. On 11th 

November this was declined and awarded to William Barker, £1,303-19-10d. (L&YR Minutes, 28 

October 1863) 

In the L&YR train alterations for November it was stated that the Oldham and Rochdale new line 

will be opened for passenger traffic on and after Monday, 2nd November 1863. (Manchester 

Guardian, 31 October 1863) 

It is contemplated to form, at a cost of about £70,000, a new line of railway from Halifax to the 

valleys of Ovenden and Mixenden. The immense goods traffic to these places is the reason for the 

new line being promoted. (Manchester Examiner, 31 October 1863) 

November 
Notice of bills before Parliament by the L&YR; including the Beswick branch railway and power to 

make a new road, or approach, from Long Millgate to Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

November 1863) 

Notice of application to Parliament by the L&Y and GNR for the Halifax and Ovenden Junction

Railway. (Manchester Examiner, 16 November 1863) 

Some months ago, the LNW and L&YR came to an arrangement, by which the latter took the 

eastern and the former the western end of the Victoria station at Manchester. From that time the 

LNW Company, finding their portion of the station inadequate for their traffic, have been carrying 

on very extensive alterations. They have added a new wing to their portion of the station. The 

(Great) Ducie Street bridge has been widened about twenty yards on the Hunts Bank side. This 

widening of the bridge has enabled an extension of the central platform to be carried out for about 

130 yards in length, and seven yards in width, and the platform on that side of the station to be 

continued six yards in width to the Salford end of the bridge. The whole of this extension is being 

covered by a glass roof; and, to give a sufficient altitude for the roof over the bridge, a framework of 

glass will be raised about 14 feet above the parapet. Other additions are contemplated. The 

ironwork for the widening of the bridge has been constructed by Messrs Fairbairn Engineering of 

Manchester; the extended platforms and glass roofing have been carried out by Messrs Neill, 

Strangeways; and the framework for the glass roof by Mr Mabon of Ardwick. (The Builder, 28 

November 1863) 

Work of the Salford junction line has been delayed at Thomson Street owing to non-possession of 

certain premises and the need to divert a sewer at this point. (L&YR Minutes, 28 November 1863) 

December 
On and after 1st December 1863 trains on the Blackpool and Lytham Railway  will leave Blackpool at 

9.30am, 11.30am, 2.15pm, 3.30pm, 4.45pm,7.00pm. Sundays, 9.30am, 2.30pm, 4.40pm. Leave Lytham 

at 9.00am, 11.00am, 1.45pm, 3.00pm, 4.15pm, 6.30pm. Sundays, 9.00am, 2.00pm, 4.10pm. 

(Manchester Examiner, 1 December 1863) 

The Butterley Company are prepared to undertake the contract for iron bridges on the Salford junction 

line for £12,459. Mr Meek to see Messrs Fairbairn and arrange with them to do the work at their 

tender price of £12,300. The cost of the Great Ducie Street Bridge will probably be about another 

£2,000. (L&YR Minutes, 14 December 1863) 

Messrs Fairbairn have agreed to accept the contract at £12,300 for the iron bridges on the Salford 

junction line. (L&YR Minutes, 15 December 1863) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of the Meltham branch railway. (Manchester Guardian, 

19 December 1863) 
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1864 
January 

The L&YR train alterations include a note that on and after 1st January 1864 the through carriages 

that now run between Rochdale and London, via Hitchin, will be discontinued, but passengers will be 

booked through as usual, changing carriages at Wakefield. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1864)

On Saturday evening, 23rd January 1864 the railway servants’ fourth annual soiree of the L&YR was 

held at the Corn Exchange, Manchester. Mr John Robinson Kay presided, and Mr George Wilson 

and several other directors were present. About 500 persons assembled. After tea, there was a 

concert by a select choir; principally composed of children from Bennett Street school […]. Several 

addresses were delivered during the evening. It was stated by Mr H Blackmore that since the system 

of annual meetings was organised, the conduct of the men had been much improved, and they had 

purchased, by means of clubs instituted by the officers, £700 worth of watches and family bibles to 

the same value. The prices of the bibles ranged from £1 to 28s. On the termination of the meeting, 

the usual compliment was paid to the chairman. (Manchester Examiner, 25 January 1864) 

February 
The report of the directors of the L&YR included the statement that progress on the new Salford to 

Victoria line was satisfactory and arrangements were being made for the enlargement and 

improvement of Victoria station which the opening of the new line will render necessary. 

(Manchester Examiner, 10 February 1864; Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1864) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 17th February 1864. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 February 1864; Railway News, 20 February 1864) 

L&YR Company met, on Wednesday, at Manchester. It was officially stated that the construction of 

the new line from Salford to the Victoria station was progressing satisfactorily, and the directors 

were making arrangements for the enlargement and improvement of the Victoria station, which the 

opening of the new line would render absolutely necessary. A resolution, empowering the directors 

to raise the sums of money authorised to be borrowed under the Oldham, Rochdale, and Royton, 

and Salford to Victoria station Acts, amounting together to £116,600, was submitted to a special 

meeting. The directors, it was added, had agreed, concurrently with the GN Company, to subscribe 

£30,000 towards making a line from Halifax up the Ovenden Valley. Efforts were being made to form 

a company for the purpose of constructing docks at Fleetwood, close to the terminus of the Preston 

and Wyre Railway, two thirds of which line belong to the L&YR Company. This would improve the 

facilities of the port of Fleetwood, and bring upon the Preston and Wyre line a large additional 

traffic. The heavy loss which had been entailed upon the company by the purchase of the Preston 

and Wyre Railway induced the directors to look favourably upon the project of constructing docks 

at Fleetwood; and they had agreed to recommend to the shareholders that the company should 

subscribe £50,000 towards the capital of £200,000 required for the docks, undertaking not to 

require any dividend on such capital until the ordinary shareholders in the new company received a 

dividend of 5 per cent, per annum. (Engineer, 19 February 1864, p.120) 

Report of a meeting held on 23rd February 1864 to consider a new railway from Manchester to 

Oldham, via Failsworth and Hollinwood. (Manchester Guardian, 24 February 1864) 

Some curious statistical facts were stated by the chairman of the L&YR Company at the half yearly 

meeting last week. The hon. gentleman (Mr Wickham, MP) said the rolling stock worked now nearly 

10 per cent more goods traffic than in the busiest year they had had prior to 1863. The weight each 

of the engines had moved on average of the last half year was at the rate of 19,488 tons; in 1860, it 

was 19,246 tons; in 1859, 18,000 tons; in 1858, 16,918 tons. In 1852 it was only 12,519 tons per 
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engine. So that in that interval they had succeeded in getting upwards of 50 per cent more work out 

of the engines.  

The revenue during the past half year amounted to £971,509, in 1862, the amount was £903,991; in 

1861, £982,760; in 1860, £1,031,631. To this amount, 8,701,215 passengers had been carried, being 

an increase of 768,099 over the number in 1862, of 310,634 over 1861, and of 299,548 over 1860, 

the year when the company’s revenue had arrived at its highest point. During the half year, 

2,886,483 tons of mineral and coals had been moved, being an excess over 1862 of 299,548 tons, 

over 1861 of 178,192 tons, and over 1860 of 230,376 tons.  

While, however, there was an increase of 306,000 passengers, and 230, 000 tons of merchandise, 

the receipts were £60,000 below what they were in 1860, showing that the passengers did not 

travel so great a distance, or that the goods conveyed were not of the same value in 1863 as in 

1860. In 1860, each passenger on average travelled 10¾ miles, and in 1863 the average was 10½ 

miles – showing that a very small diminution in distance told upon the receipts of the company. The 

working expenses of the company amounted to £412,811, or 42½ per cent; in 1862, the amount 

was 44¼ per cent; in 1861, 43¾ per cent; in 1860, 40½ per cent.  

Votes were taken at the meeting for the following additional outlay on capital account, on the 

company’s existing lines: Land for station accommodation, £5,000; works in progress, £46,500; 

works contemplated, £36,500; rolling stock, £32,000. (Engineer, 26 February 1864, p.136) 

March 
Extract from paper, On Gradients, by F E Cooper. One of the most celebrated inclines in this country 

is that of the Oldham incline. Oldham is about six miles from Manchester, and 500 feet above it, and 

is situate upon a branch of the Manchester and Leeds Railway, to which there is a rising gradient of 1 

in 150 from Manchester, the length of the incline being about 1½ miles, and it was necessary that a 

steep gradient should have been adopted in order to get up to Oldham. The gradient constructed 

was 1 in 27½.  

It was originally proposed to work this incline in a somewhat similar manner as in the case of the 

Lickey Incline, however, it was considered that such a mode of working, if not wholly inapplicable 

from the many contingencies which must arise in consequence of the trains in different directions 

having to depend upon meeting each other at this spot, would still be very expensive in locomotive 

power, and that a balance weight with great advantage be substituted for the descending locomotive, 

particularly as there was a working coal pit at the head of the incline, which might be put in 

connection with it, and render what would otherwise have been objectionable cost, a positive 

source of revenue.  

To have been wholly dependent on the arrival of the required number of coal wagons at the proper 

time would have been a great drawback to obviate which a permanent counterbalance of a number 

of trains laden with sand, and supplied with proper brake power, was kept in constant readiness and 

made use of when required. So that by retaining one line of rails for the counterbalance, and the 

other for traffic, no inconvenience was experienced; the ordinary number of brakes on the train, 

together with the  locomotive, have been found quite sufficient to regulate the speed of the descent; 

in fact, this may be varied from 5 to 30 miles per hour, so that the train is required to descend when 

the balance is at the top of the incline ready to assist a train up, it may be allowed to proceed down 

without any apprehension as to its safety, and this shows the error of many statements that have 

been made in Parliament against steep gradients, for the experience of many years on this incline, 

where every contingency that was dreaded has happened, fully proven that the working of gradients 

in a similar manner has nothing objectionable on the score of safety.  

Several circumstances which have been noticed on this incline seem to show that gravity and 

impetus in connection with locomotive power have not been covered sufficiently in the construction 
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of railways as they deserve to be. During the number of years the counterbalance system was at 

work abundant opportunities were afforded of testing the merit of Messrs Newall’s; wire rope, each 

rope which was more than 1¼ miles in length and 3½ inches in circumference, weighed 126 cwt, 

and cost £316, lasting on an average 2½ years. The expenses of working this incline, including 

interest on the outlay for the brake van and train, for the rope, and its renewal, when requisite, the 

wages of the brakesmen and every contingency, amounted to about £700 per annum. (Engineer, 4 

March 1864, p.139) 

The L&YR are enclosing Walkers Croft, opposite Victoria station, which was formerly a burial place. 

Adjoining the road which skirts the river Irk a thick wall is being built. In digging the foundations for 

this wall some entire coffins, many bones and other human remains have been disinterred. The 

coffins have been broken up by the labourers’ pickaxes, and the pieces, with the human remains, 

have been wheeled in barrows a distance of some twenty yards, and deposited beside the wall. The 

end of a coffin was exposed last evening, a few minutes before the men left work; it was covered 

with earth for the night. We do not know the details of the arrangement by which the railway 

company acquired the land; but some steps ought to be taken immediately for the decent removal of 

the coffins and their contents to one of the cemeteries. (Manchester Guardian, 8 March 1864) 

The tender of M England, £1,069, to be accepted for sheds Nos. 3 and 4 at Goole. (L&YR Minutes, 9 

March 1864) 

The amount of £5,700 for Mr Neill’s contract for work at Victoria station is for additional offices and 

waiting rooms. The platforms will cost about £5,000 in addition. (L&YR Minutes, 12 March 1864) 

The L&YR announce that on and after 21st March 1864 the Oldham and Royton branch railway will 

be open for passenger traffic. The station at Royton Junction will not be opened at present. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 March 1864) 

An effort is being made to develop a new railway route between North L&Y. The Fleetwood, 

Preston and West Riding Railway Company are making preliminary arrangements for the extension 

of their line into Yorkshire and to the east coast. Several years ago the company obtained power to 

construct a railway from their present line at Grimsargh, near Preston, to the Blackburn and 

Clitheroe section of the L&YR, near Clitheroe, and also running powers over the Clitheroe line, but 

this scheme was never carried out. Next session they intend to apply for powers for the 

construction of a line from Grimsargh to Mitton, about half a mile above Whalley; and there they 

will join the L&Y line and run on to Chatburn. The L&YR terminates there; but the directors of the 

Fleetwood Preston and Wyre Railway propose to construct a line from Chatburn to Elslack, near 

Skipton, on the Midland line. They will thus have twenty miles of railway to make, which, it is 

expected, will cost something like£10,000 a mile. The landowners on the route are, generally, in 

favour of the scheme, and are, it is said, willing to lend considerable assistance. The new line will 

connect Preston with its northern and western lines, with the east coast of England by a new route. 

From Preston, and the places contiguous, it will be seven miles shorter to Leeds, and three or four 

to Bradford, than by any existing railway. The new line, until it gets to Mitton, will pass Ribchester, 

Stonyhurst, across the Ribble, and to a junction of the L&YR. Then, it goes to Chatburn, and 

afterwards on the south side of the Ribble to Elslack, where a connection will be formed with the 

MR. (Engineer, 25 March 1864, p.194) 

April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the iron work for bridges on the Dewsbury branch. (Manchester 

Examiner, 2 April 1864) 

Report of a special meeting of the L&YR to consider bills before Parliament, including Fleetwood 

Docks and opposition from the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board. (Railway News, 23 April 1864) 
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A special meeting of the proprietors of the L&YR was held on Saturday, for the purpose of 

considering bills now before Parliament, affecting the interests of the company. All the bills were 

approved. The chairman (Mr Wilson), in referring to the first, said it proposed the following 

additional expenditure:- Victoria station, £50,000; for the new line out of the Ardwick branch, and 

for other purposes near Manchester, £29,770; for rolling stock, £65,600; for land at various places, 

£58,600; and for enlargement of stations, £111,230. 

The object of the second bill was to give effect to the provisions of “The West Yorkshire Railway Act, 

1863,” with reference to the admission of the NE and L&YR Companies, to become joint owners 

with the WYR Company of the Methley Railway. This line was being promoted by the WYR 

Company, and it proceeded from Lofthouse, near Ardsley, to the Methley Junction on the Midland 

line, connecting itself also with the L&Y Methley branch, and forming a communication with 

Pontefract and Goole. The L&YR Company were induced to join with the NE to subscribing one 

third of the capital, expecting to gain, through the connection with Goole, a large coal traffic.  

The third was a bill for authorising the construction of a railway to be called the Halifax and 

Ovenden Junction Railway. The chairman explained that the line passed from this Company’s station 

at Halifax, three miles up the Ovenden Valley, and presented the novelty of being promoted by an 

independent company in the district. The L&YR, and GN Companies, had each subscribed £50,000. 

(Engineer, 22 April 1864, p. 254) 

[…] Mr Littledale gave notice that he should put the following question to the Mersey Docks and 

harbour Board solicitor at the next meeting of the board:- That, seeing that the LNW and L&YR

Companies have a bill before Parliament for making docks at Fleetwood, from which place the rate 

of carriage to Manchester and other places is 8s 4d per ton for fifty two miles, and that the rate 

from Liverpool to Manchester, a distance of thirty two miles only, is only 8s 4d per ton; Fleetwood 

to Bolton, thirty six miles, is 6s 8d per ton; Liverpool to Bolton, twenty eight miles, 8s 4d per ton; 

and seeing, further, that the LNWR Company are also seeking Parliamentary powers to make docks 

at Holyhead, all which works at Fleetwood and Holyhead will be injurious to the trade of the Mersey 

and to the dock estate, particularly on the Liverpool side, I ask will the board have a locus-standi in 

Parliament to oppose the bills of the  LNWR Company and the L&YR Company, with the view of 

compelling the equalisation of rates of carriage […]  (Engineer, 22 April 1864, p.254) 

Railway Benefits Societies, No. 6, The L&YR, includes scales of payment and allowances. (Railway 

News, 23 April 1864) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Mirfield. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 April 1864; Manchester Examiner, 30 April 1864) 

May 
Return season tickets will be issued from all principal L&YR stations to Blackpool, Fleetwood, 

Lytham and Southport. First and second class available for one calendar month, third class for 

fourteen days. Third class trains leave Manchester for Southport at 6.30am, 8.30am, 12.20pm and 

6.30pm. (Manchester Examiner, 10 May 1864) 

Letter complaining at the actions of the L&YR in reducing the width of Ducie Bridge, Cheetham Hill 

Road, for about fifty yards without providing some passage for pedestrians. (Manchester Guardian, 

13 May 1864) 

The L&YR summer timetable lists the arrangement for trains to and from Manchester, Southport 

and Blackpool. (Manchester Examiner, 16 May 1864) 

The tender of S Pearson & Son, £7,630, accepted for the station at Mirfield, exclusive of iron roofs 

over the platforms, the iron bridge, furniture, gas fittings, etc. (L&YR Minutes, 25 May 1864) 
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At a meeting of the Mersey Dock and Harbour Board it was agreed to arrange with the L&YR to 

deposit spoil on the site of the proposed station at the north end, on payment to the Board of 5d 

per cubic yard. (Engineer, 27 May 1864, p.331) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Saturday, 28th May 1864 to consider several bills; 

including one for the promotion of docks at Fleetwood in which undertaking the company were 

interested and to this extent they had agreed to subscribe £51,000 towards the £200,000 required 

for the docks. The dock company was an independent one, with borrowing powers. Since the L&YR

had agreed to subscribe £51,000, the LNWR had agreed to take their proportionate share in it […].  

The promoters of the docks had made a very favourable arrangement with Sir Hesketh Fleetwood 

for 140 acres of land at £25 per acre, with the option of taking 100 acres more within ten years at 

£50 per acre. The chairman had pleasure in moving their approval of the bill for the construction of 

an embankment, docks, and other works, and the reclamation and acquisition of lands near 

Fleetwood. (Manchester Examiner, 30 May 1864) 

June 
Very extensive alterations are in progress at the Victoria station, Manchester, the measures on hand 

being calculated to involve an outlay of £150,000. Owing to the increasing traffic which has been 

developed during the time these alteration have been going on, it has become evident that the 

originally proposed extension is not sufficient for the requirements of the public. It has, therefore, 

been determined to throw a series of flat girders across the Irwell, by the south side of the present 

bridge, and to continue the platform along them to the Salford side of the river. The length of this 

platform, which will be covered, will be about 300 feet, and its average width about 18 feet. A line of 

rails will separate it from a parallel platform, which will join the present platform, and extend to the 

York Street Bridge, presenting an entire length of more than 1,000 feet. Only about half of this 

platform will be the property of the LNWR Company, the remainder being on that portion of the 

station which belongs to the L&Y Company. Flights of steps will lead from the new platforms of the 

LNW Company into Great Ducie Street and into Salford, within a few yards of Greengate. The 

steps into Great Ducie Street have already been erected. The longitudinal girders over the street 

and river will flank the existing bridges which span the Irwell and Great Ducie Street, and their 

straight lines will somewhat detract from the comeliness of the existing structure. 

 The graceful arch which now spans the Irwell will be hidden behind massive girders, not very unlike 

the unsightly bridge that is being thrown across the stream opposite the Palatine buildings. The 

principal part of the alterations will be at the eastern end of the station, on the site belonging to the 

L&Y Company. The wall adjoining the Bridge Street workhouse, and extending from the centre of 

the existing station buildings to the York Street bridge, will be raised about 12 feet and that part of 

the station roof will, of course, have that additional height given to it. The roof will be extended 

beyond its present limits to the York Street Bridge, which will be pulled down and rebuilt. The 

works in connection with this bridge will occupy a considerable time, during which it will be 

necessary to stop the traffic in York Street. The new bridge will be of iron, and instead of the 

massive central brick abutment which now exists, there will be two or three iron columns, so placed 

as not to interfere with the lines of rails. By throwing back the side abutments, and removing the 

abutment in the centre, the width of the railway beneath the bridge will be increased from 75 feet to 

137 feet. The line approaches to the station will thus be greatly improved, and the station itself will 

also be extended to the York Street Bridge. The station will likewise receive considerable addition 

on the side adjoining the river Irk.  

A wall flanking the road beside the stream, is being erected at the edge of Walker’s Croft, and will 

extend in a westerly direction to within a few yards of the footbridge over the Irk. This will form 

one side of the station, and the roof will stretch from it in three arches as far as the wall adjoining 

the Bridge Street workhouse. The size of the station will, therefore, be more than doubled. The 
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wing, if we may so term it that is to be built on Walker’s Croft and the cab stand will be exclusively 

used for passenger traffic on the eastern division of the L&Y Company’s lines. At the top of the 

ascent now leading to the railway station, and on the site which is at present partly occupied by the 

gateway to the Yorkshire trains, there will be a new set of station and booking offices, the front of 

which will be at right angles to the front of the existing station buildings. This new building will be of 

two storeys, and have a frontage of 70 feet.  

Among other improvements contemplated, but not yet decided upon, is the throwing of a bridge 

across the river Irk, the road to which will be from Corporation Street, opposite the Manchester 

Arms. To obviate the necessity of passing along the LNW Company’s line to the Preston and Bolton 

line, which now starts from that station in New Bailey Street, the L&Y Company are continuing their 

Manchester and Bolton line from New Bailey Street to the north western end of Victoria station. 

The extension will run upon arches, placed contiguous to the viaduct of the LNW Company, and the 

terminus of the Manchester and Bolton line will be on the site now occupied by the wholesale fish 

market, and a plot of land fronting Great Ducie Street, used as a pipe yard. The wholesale fish 

market, which is held from the L&Y Company on lease by the Manchester Corporation, will be re-

built by the railway company on an adjoining site fronting Great Ducie Street and Bridge Street, and 

the Corporation will take the new building on the same terms and conditions as the old one. The 

contractors are, for the girder bridges, Fairbairn’s Engineering Company; Messrs Walter Mabon and 

Company for the new roofs of the L&Y Company; and for the remainder of the work, including the 

fish market, Mr R Neill, Strangeways. (Engineer, 3 June 1864, p.348) 

At a Wharncliffe meeting of the L&YR was held on Saturday, 28th May 1864 to consider several bills; 

including one for the promotion of docks at Fleetwood in which undertaking the company were 

interested and to this extent they had agreed to subscribe £51,000 towards the £200,000 required 

for the docks. The dock company was an independent one, with borrowing powers. Since the L&YR

had agreed to subscribe £51,000, the LNWR had agreed to take their proportionate share in it, 

according to the agreement in the lease of the P&WR, namely, one third, or £15,000, which would 

reduce the liability to £36,000. The promoters of the docks had made a very favourable arrangement 

with Sir Hesketh Fleetwood for 140 acres of land at £25 per acre, with the option of taking 100 

acres more within ten years at £50 per acre. The chairman had pleasure in moving their approval of 

the bill for the construction of an embankment, docks, and other works, and the reclamation and 

acquisition of lands near Fleetwood. (Engineer, 3 June 1864, p.348) 

A large coal hoist for Goole Docks, erected for the Aire and Calder Company by Sir W G 

Armstrong, of the Elswick Engine Works, Newcastle-on-Tyne, was officially tried last week, in the 

presence of some of the directors of the company. Mr Bartholomew, the engineer of the company, 

and Mr P Westmacott, of the Elswick Engine Works, were present. The hoist is designed for the 

purpose of loading vessels with coal direct from barges, without the intervention of manual labour 

for filling the tubs, etc. The barges, designed by Mr Bartholomew, and built at Lake Lock, are 

intended to be brought down the canal in trains of eight; the two end barges, however, not being 

loaded with coal, but like the locomotive and break van of a goods train, merely for the purposes of 

propulsion and guidance. The last barge is fitted with a screw, and also a small capstan, for activating 

the steering chains, which run from end to end on each side of the train, and by being tightened on 

one side, give to the whole that snake like form necessary for rounding curves.  

When the train arrives at the dock, it is broken up, and the barges are floated, one at a time, into 

the cage, then at the bottom of the hoist. The cage is then, by means of two hydraulic cylinders, 

lifted to the requisite height, and by spur-gear, activated by hydraulic power, gradually upset, the 

coals running down an inclined shoot into the vessel beneath. The water for working the hydraulic 

cylinders and engine is pumped by steam engine, previously erected by the same firm, for working 

the dock gate machinery. The weight of the cage, etc., is about forty tons, the boat eight tons, and 

coal about thirty tons. The height from the quay level to the water tank is between 80 and 90 feet. A 
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wooden roof is intended to cover the whole of the upper works. The erection of this immense 

machine has not been altogether unattended with difficulties. Several heavy pieces of machinery (in 

one instance above sixteen tons) had to be lifted to a height of upwards of 50 feet. Owing to the 

piling of the coffer dam not being removed, the trial in the present instance could not be made with 

coal in the boat. An empty boat, however, being launched over the dam, and partially filled with 

water, was hoisted up, and the water tipped down the coal shoot. Being the first hoist constructed 

on this principle, some little defects in detail were observed; but its performance, on the whole, 

appeared to give satisfaction. (Engineer, 10 June 1864, p.363) 

Manchester Guardian describes some self-acting railway signals now in use on the L&YR, and which 

are said to present considerable efficiency. The inventors are Messrs Mark Watts and John 

Crompton, of Bolton, both of them practical engine drivers. They have produced a self-acting signal, 

which is simple in its construction, which marks when a train, or engine, has passed a certain spot, 

and warns a following train of danger. The signal is designed to be of use at the entrance of a tunnel, 

at a curve, or in any place where there is a large amount of traffic […].  

The signal used is the ordinary semaphore, the arm of which is raised to a horizontal position, to 

indicate danger by the passing of a train, and is afterwards released at any required distance of space 

or time. By night the lamp signals may be used by the same means. Parallel with the part of the rail 

opposite the semaphore is a treadle, which, being pressed by the wheel of an engine, acts upon a 

transverse lever, which is supported on a spring buffer, to relieve the suddenness of the blow, and 

the end of the lever raises an arm of the semaphore, or, by night, covers the lamp with a red glass, 

to indicate danger, or a green one to suggest caution. At any convenient distance from the first lever 

another transverse lever is placed, which, being pressed down by the weight of the carriage, and 

being connected with the semaphore by wire, the arms of the signal are liberated and fall. This is 

called the releaser; but the apparatus is complete, and can be made to work without this addition. 

Instead of the arms of the semaphore falling suddenly they can be regulated to fall at any required 

degree of motion. The regulation of time is made so complete that the arm will not be in the vertical 

position until the proper time, as regulated by the railway company for one train to follow another. 

By means of a graduated dial and pointer the exact time between the arms of the semaphore being 

set and released can be indicated […].  

The place where the signal has been tested is at Bullfield, near Bolton, on the L&Y main line, where 

it was laid down, some months ago, by Messrs Benjamin Hick and Son, of Soho Works, Bolton. 

Upwards of 16,000 trains have passed the signal since it was first laid, and it has never, in a single 

instance, failed to act. At the same time, no money has been required to be expended in repairs, and 

the whole of the apparatus and machinery are as perfect now as at the commencement of the 

working. (Engineer, 10 June 1864, p.364) 

Extensive alterations are in progress at the Victoria station, Manchester, involving an outlay of 

£150,000. The improvements comprise a series of flat girders across the river Irwell, by the south 

side of the present bridge, and a continuance of the platform along them to the Salford side of the 

river. The length of this platform, which will be covered, will be about 300 feet, and its average 

width about 18 feet. The whole platform will then be more than 1,000 feet in length. The 

contractors are, for girder bridges, Fairbairn Engineering Company; Messrs Walter Mabon & Co. for 

new roofs of the L&YR Company; and for the remainder of the work, including fish market, Mr R 

Neill, Strangeways. (The Builder, 11 June 1864) 

(Extract) The first scheme was for a line direct from Blackburn to Wigan, through Chorley, and 

from Wigan to St Helens and Garston on the Mersey. This was promoted by a number of wealthy 

coalowners in the neighbourhood of Wigan, who had the assistance of the LNW Company, and the 

objects sought were increased facilities for the transmission of coal to Blackburn and for the 

shipment on the Mersey. In connection with this scheme were several branch lines for the use of 
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collieries in the district surrounding Wigan, as by this plan the LNW Company would obtain access 

to Blackburn, the traffic to and from which place has hitherto been held exclusively by the L&Y 

Company. The L&Y directors also submitted a scheme to Parliament to bring the eastern parts of 

the county into more direct communication with Wigan and Liverpool. This proposal was to run a 

line from a railway near Hindley to Horwich then to make use of the Bolton and Preston line as far 

as Chorley, and to construct a railway thence to Cherry Tree on the Preston and Blackburn road, 

and a short distance from the latter place. The committee arrived at a decision which will, perhaps, 

scarcely have the effect of pleasing any of the parties interested. Powers are given to the L&Y 

Company to construct the whole of their line from Hindley (near Wigan) to Horwich, and from 

Chorley to Blackburn; and powers are given to the coalowners, under the name of the Lancashire 

Union Railway Company, to form a short line from Standish, just above Wigan, on the LNWR, to 

Adlington, on the L&Y, and thence to use the L&Y lines as far as Blackburn. One of the branch coal 

lines has also been passed to take the coal from Lord Crawford’s and one or two other fields to 

Blackburn, without passing round through Wigan. Thus the main object of the Lancashire Union

Railway Bill – to obtain access to the ports on the Upper Mersey for the shipment of coal – is 

defeated, while although the L&Y Bill is virtually passed, yet running powers granted to their 

opponents over so great a portion of the line neutralises the advantage they had gained. (Engineer, 

17 June 1864, p.380) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway from Aintree to the North Shore at 

Bootle; and for the building of a stone viaduct in lieu of the present wooden structure called the 

Mytholm viaduct on the Holmfirth branch railway. (Manchester Guardian, 18 June 1864; Manchester 

Examiner, 25 June 1864) 

L&YR invite tenders for stone viaduct at Mytholm, on the Holmfirth branch; railway from Aintree to 

North Shore, Bootle. (Railway News, 18 June 1864, p.602) 

An adjourned meeting of the L&YR was held on Saturday, 18th June 1864 to consider the Blackburn, 

Chorley, Horwich and Wigan lines act. (Manchester Guardian, 20 June 1864) 

At a meeting of Cheetham ratepayers the chairman said that the deputation appointed at the last 

meeting had an interview with Mr George Wilson, the L&YR deputy chairman, who had decided that 

a footpath at an elevation of six feet should be thrown across the bridge (over the railway) for the 

convenience of people living in the neighbourhood (of Ducie Bridge and Cheetham Hill); but, he 

added, it was utterly impossible for a coach way to be formed across the bridge and the works go 

on at the same time. (Manchester Examiner, 24 June 1864) 

A Wharncliffe meeting of the L&YR Company was held at Manchester. The object of the meeting 

was to approve of the Blackburn, Chorley, Horwich, and Wigan Railway Bill. The outline of the bill, 

read by Mr Grundy, solicitor to the company, showed that the line would cost £210,000. The 

chairman, in moving the sanction of the bill, said that after a very long contest in Parliament, the 

directors had succeeded in obtaining the line from Blackburn to Chorley and through Hindley to 

Horwich. The directors this year introduced the bill for connecting Chorley and Blackburn, while 

the L&Y Company might join them in a line from Standish to Adlington. The L&Y Board were now in 

communication with the LNW Company to ascertain if more satisfactory arrangements could be 

made. Their opponents could not be said to have fared very well in the contest, for they had 

promoted lines – first from Blackburn to Chorley, 9½ miles; from Chorley to Standish, 6¼ miles; 

from Standish to Hindley, 8½ miles; from Hindley to St Helens, 8 miles; a branch line near Adlington, 

1 mile; a branch at St Helens, 1 mile; making a total of nearly 30 miles. But they had only succeeded 

in obtaining 8 miles in their integrity, and, jointly with the L&Y Company, 10 miles; while the line had 

been shortened from St Helens to the junction of the LNWR at Hilsbury. The resolution approving 

the bill was carried unanimously. The chairman said the St Helens bill would not be submitted to the 

shareholders at present, although they were gainers by the passing of the bill in the House of 
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Commons. They had running powers to St Helens, with the use of the stations and branches; and 

those powers improved their position considerably, the LNW becoming the lessees of the St Helens 

line. (Engineer, 24 June 1864, p.396) 

The L&YR train alterations note that Royton Junction station will be open on and after 1st July 1864. 

(Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 28 June 1864) 

July 
The tender of Fairbairn Engineering Co. Ltd. , £6,425 if two spans of 120 feet each, or £7,700 for two 

spans of 135 feet, recommended to be accepted for the iron work required in the re-construction of 

Horbury viaduct on the Barnsley branch. The tender of J Thompson, £?,356, accepted for the new 

station at Oldham. (L&YR Minutes, 6 July 1864) 

The tender of H Wadsworth, £7,100, to be accepted for the re-construction of Mytholm viaduct. The 

contract for the Aintree and Bootle line to be let to Messrs Thomson on the Schedule of Prices 

submitted. (L&YR Minutes, 13 July 1864) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station at Rainford Junction. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 July 1864; Manchester Examiner, 16 July 1864) 

The North Lancashire Steam Navigation Co. operates three vessels from Fleetwood. (Railway News, 

16 July 1864) 

Letter complaining of the overcrowding and danger to passengers at Littleborough station suggesting 

a station at Smithy Bridge where a moderately large siding for goods traffic had already been put 

down, (Manchester Guardian, 18 July 1864) 

The erection of the new roof to Victoria station is being delayed because the walls require 

strengthening. (Minutes, 19 July 1864) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Crosby; for the erection of 

three cottages at Heckmondwike. (Manchester Guardian, 26 July 1864) 

August 
Report of the L&YR directors. (Manchester Examiner, 4 August 1864) 

Report of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway shareholders. (Manchester Examiner, 8 August 1864) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th August 1864. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 August 1864) 

In the report it was stated; […] that they were laying down steel rails, which were found to answer 

very well, and prevented the constant breaking up of the line to replace iron rails, for those wore 

out at stations in a few months. (Manchester Examiner, 11 August 1864) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR company, presented to the half yearly meeting on 

Wednesday, exhibits that undertaking in a highly prosperous condition. The balance of revenue 

available for distribution on the ordinary stock June 30th 1864 was £368,128. The expenditure 

charged to capital for the past half year is £153,733. The permanent way is reported by the engineer 

to be in good condition, and the heads of departments all report the rolling stock to be in good 

repair. The estimate of the probable amount  which will be required during the current half year for 

extension of stations, for land, and for rolling stock, is as follows:- Extension of stations, £80,000; 

land for station purposes, £10,000; rolling stock, £60,000 – total , £150,000.  
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The new line between Salford and Victoria station is progressing, and the station at Victoria, now in 

the course of enlargement, will, it is expected, be ready for the accommodation of the public on the 

opening of the new line. In pursuance of the policy indicated in a former report, the directors have 

gradually proceeded with construction of the other new lines authorised by Parliament in former 

sessions, so that, whilst meeting the requirements of the localities affected by these lines, the 

expenditure upon them might be as little burdensome as possible to the proprietors. Since the 

shareholders were last assembled, the works of the Meltham, Dewsbury, and Bootle branches have 

been commenced, and the directors are proceeding with the purchase of the land for the Shawforth 

branch, with a view to its early execution.  

With reference to the Parliamentary proceedings of the company in the session of 1864, the 

directors report that the bills for authorising the company and the NE Company to become joint 

owners with the West Yorkshire Railway Company of the Methley Railway – for making the Halifax 

and Ovenden Junction Railway, and for constructing the Fleetwood Docks, to the capital of which 

the L&Y is empowered to contribute, have all received the sanction of Parliament. In the course of 

the proceedings on the Fleetwood Docks Bill, the LNW Company intimated their desire, as joint 

owners of the P&WR, to join in the subscription to this undertaking, and a clause has been 

introduced into the Act of Parliament with this object.  

The L&Y (Additional Powers) Bill, by which this Company is enabled to raise capital for providing 

enlarged station accommodation at Liverpool, Manchester, Mirfield, Halifax, Bradford, Normanton, 

and other places, including power to make a short branch railway out of the Ardwick branch, and a 

new approach to the Victoria station, has been passed, and likewise the bill for constructing the 

Blackburn, Chorley, Horwich, and Wigan lines. The bill authorising the transfer of the St Helens 

Canal and Railway to the LNW Company has been passed, but Parliament has inserted a clause in it 

giving running powers to the L&Y Company from the junction of the L&Y Company at Rainford to 

St Helens; thus placing that important town on the L&Y system for all purposes of traffic. Also the 

bill for transferring to the MS&L Company, the South Yorkshire Railway, in which, however, 

provision is made for securing the payment of a fixed rent for the use of a portion of the L&YR near 

Barnsley, and for facilitating the transmission of coal traffic from the whole of the South Yorkshire 

district to all parts of the line at mileage rates.  

The Laister Dyke branch of the Leeds, Bradford, and Halifax Railway Company, for improving their 

access to Bradford, sanctioned by Parliament, has led to a satisfactory agreement as to the terms for 

the use by that company and the GN Company, under existing powers, of the L&Y line and station 

at Bradford. A resolution was submitted to a special meeting empowering the directors to raise the 

sum of £70,000, authorised to be borrowed under the provisions of the L&YR (Bootle Branch) Act, 

1861. (Engineer, 12 August 1864, p.111) 

Greater accommodation at Middleton station by the extension of the platform for a considerable 

distance. (Middleton Albion, 13 August 1864) 

The foundations of the Great Ducie Street Bridge on the Salford Junction line have been put in. (L&YR

Minutes, 16 August 1864) 

Salford Bridge was opened to the public on Wednesday, 24th August 1864 connecting Chapel Street, 

Salford, with Hunts Bank, Manchester at a cost of about £20,000. (Manchester Guardian, 25 August 

1864) 

The formal opening of the Salford Bridge took place yesterday, 24th August 1864. At 11.30am 

members of the Borough Corporation assembled at Salford Town Hall and proceeded along Chapel 

Street which was densely crowded. The bells of Trinity Church rang out as they passed. Following 

the procession was a long line of laden lurries and carts belonging to the L&YR and Messrs Pickfords 
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& Co and after the formal opening of the bridge they were allowed to pass over. (Manchester 

Examiner, 25 August 1864) 

On Friday, 26th August 1864 a train of about thirty empty excursion carriages was being taken up the 

incline on the Manchester line from Accrington station by two engines, one in front and one behind, 

when the latter left the carriages for the purpose of getting on another line. (The train) had not gone 

far when the coupling chain of the second carriage from the first engine snapped, and the whole of 

the carriages came down the steep incline at a fearful rate. Two of the guards with the carriages did 

all they could to check the speed to little avail. The carriages came down the side line near the 

Blackburn siding, and they first met two carriages; and then came the crash. The first two carriages 

overleaped the embankment, and proceeded right into the road leading to the railway station. The 

remaining carriages came crashing upon them – timber, wheels, and bars of iron flying about in all 

directions. Five carriages, one first class, three second class and one third class – were almost 

entirely destroyed. Had the pointsman turned the carriages…on the main line, there would have 

been a frightful collision, for a passenger train was waiting to go out of the station. Officials were 

soon gathered on the spot. A large fire was made of the debris of the broken carriages, and a 

number of men were employed all night in removing the materials from the road and line. 

(Manchester Examiner, 29 August 1864) 

Cost of stations; at Royton Junction, £1,500-0-0d; Royton, £2,015-12-3d; Shaw, £4,294-18-7d; New 

Hey, £1,175-3-6d; Milnrow, £4,034-16-1d. (L&YR Minutes, 31 August 1864) 

September 
The L&YR Company is now constructing a line from the Canada Dock to Seaforth station. The line 

will be continued into the village and another line will for a junction with the line at Aintree.  

(Engineer, 2 September 1864, p.156) 

A new bridge across the river Irwell, connecting the end of Chapel Street, Salford, with Hunts Bank, 

Manchester, was publicly opened last week. The structure is near the site of the old Salford Bridge, 

mentioned in the will of Thomas Del Bothe, which stood in 1865 (1368) and which, after remaining 

in use 474 years was, in 1889? (1838) replaced by Victoria Bridge. (Engineer, 2 September 1864, 

p.156) 

The Ardwick branch to be doubled as far as the junction with the Beswick branch. The tender of G 

Heywood, £18-9-6d per ton, accepted for iron bridges on the Bootle and Aintree line. (L&YR Minutes, 

14 September 1864) 

The platform at Middleton station has been lengthened and is ready for the Agricultural Show to be 

held on 22nd September 1864. (Middleton Albion, 17 September 1864) 

Special trains for the Middleton Agricultural Show on 22nd September 1864 will run between 

Middleton and Middleton Junction from 10.00am to 4.00pm and from 5.00pm for as long as required. 

Special trains will leave Victoria station at 1.15pm and 2.40pm to Middleton and from Middleton to 

Manchester at 6.15pm and 7.30pm. All Bury and Heywood trains will stop at Middleton Junction in 

addition to those that ordinarily stop there. (Manchester Guardian, 21 September 1864) 

It is understood that an arrangement has been entered into between the respective boards of the 

GER and L&YR Companies. The arrangement can, however, be nothing more than provisional at 

present. The object of the GER is, we presume, to secure the support of the L&Y in connection with 

its proposed line to the South Yorkshire coal field, in which it has been, hitherto, foiled by the GNR. 

(Engineer, 30 September 1864, p.218) 
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October 
The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of iron for four locomotives and tenders. (Manchester 

Examiner, 1 October 1864) 

At the meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians, held on Thursday, 6th October 

1864, a letter from George Wilson, deputy chairman of the L&YR was read; “Referring to our 

interview yesterday I beg to make the following offer for the purchase of the small piece of land shown on 

the enclosed plan; viz. £5 per yard, or £165 for the plot, upon the understanding that the Manchester 

Guardians are to be at liberty to build on the foundation of our wall and to use the surface of the land 

behind, up to the fence wall. My directors entertain the hope that your Board will at once accept our offer. It 

will improve the appearance of the wall forming the boundary of the two properties, and, as it will enable to 

improve the curves of our new line into Victoria station, it is a matter in which the public are deeply 

interested.” It was resolved; “That this Board is still of the opinion that the area of the Workhouse in 

Bridge Street is too circumscribed, and that, having already given full expression to that opinion before 

Parliament, the Board cannot consent to the proposition contained in the letter of Mr Wilson; but that the 

Board, desirous of meeting a public necessity for increased accommodation at the Victoria station, if such is 

considered to exist, will not refuse to entertain any proposition on the part of the L&YR, for the purchase of 

the whole of the workhouse property”. (Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1864) 

Steps are being taken for making a branch railway near Halifax from the L&YR, starting at North 

Dean and running to Holywell Green. On Saturday, 15th October 1864 deputations from the locality 

waited upon certain of the directors and the engineers and solicitor of the company at Halifax 

touching the construction of the railway. (Manchester Examiner, 17 October 1864) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a quantity of English oak scantlings suitable for waggon buildings 

purposes. (Manchester Examiner, 29 October 1864) 

The LNWR announce the closing of Heaton Lodge station on 1st November 1864. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 October 1864) 

November 
A project is being discussed for a railway from the lower end of Corporation Street by way of Red 

Bank and through Heaton Park to Bury, being a revival of a scheme of 1844/45. It is proposed to 

form a limited company to purchase Heaton Park to build villa residences thus producing valuable 

passenger traffic and further profits from letting, leasing, or re-selling the land. The Earl of Wilton is 

not unfavourable to the scheme and that he would take a portion of the purchase money in shares. 

(Middleton Albion, 26 November 1864) 

December 
The estimate for doubling the Blackpool branch is £24,000. (L&YR Minutes, 14 December 1864) 
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1865 
January 

A corpse van required for the East Lancashire district. An underframe is available. To be built by Mr 

Fay’s shops. (L&YR Minutes, 4 January 1865)  

Water for supplying locomotives has been first run into a large cistern, elevated on the top of the 

goods warehouse at Oldham Mumps, opposite the station from the corporation’s mains and 

regulated by a ball float and valve. The station master, Mr Phillips, thought that, in liberating that 

quantity of water, some 30,000 gallons per day, from a pressure of perhaps 40 or 50 lbs per square 

inch, a great  amount of mechanical force must necessarily be contained; and, as they were everyday 

requiring the force, or duty, of some two or three powerful draught horses simply to hoist their 

goods from their railway trucks up into the warehouse, he at once set to work to supersede the 

duty of these horses and their attendants, by the act of drawing the water from the corporations’ 

mains, and afterwards passing it to the usual tank for the supply of the locomotive engines which get 

their supply at Oldham. This was accomplished by bringing a four inch pipe from the street main up 

into the top storey of the large warehouse; and on the side of a large iron cistern, which will hold 

some 6,000 gallons of water, is fixed one of Cheetham’s patent turbines, 18 inches diameter, which, 

by means of straps and pulleys, drives an ordinary double purchase crane that will lift anything up to 

8 cwt from the waggons on the ground floor to the upper storeys at the rate of sixty, or eighty, feet 

per minutes; and it is calculated to save the company at least £200 per annum, the locomotives 

requiring more water than the turbines will discharge when fully occupied.  

The turbine is the invention of T W Cheetham of Ashton-under-Lyne, and is made, as are the crane 

and gearing by John Petrie, junior, machinist of Rochdale. The cistern and piping have been erected 

by Mr Williamson of Bank Top Foundry, under the direction of Mr Petrie. The first load, a bale of 

cotton, about 4 cwt, was successfully hoisted about three o’clock on Friday, 13th January 1865 in the 

presence of the inventor, Mr Phillips, Mr Cheetham, and Mr Lonsdale, goods manager, a large 

number of clerks and employees of the railway, Mr Davies, manager of the fitters department at the 

corporation gas works, and others; and, with the exception of a few small mechanical details, the 

experiment was a complete success and was hailed with acclamation by those present. (Manchester 

Examiner, 17 January 1865) 

Yesterday morning about 8.30am a collision occurred near the Salford Junction. Two trains are due 

to leave Victoria station at 8.30am, one, a LNW train to Liverpool and the other, a L&Y train to 

Southport. The latter had proceeded as far as the New Bailey station and the driver slackened speed 

going very slowly through the junction. The LNW train came up behind and owing to the dense fog 

the driver was unable to see the train in front until he was close upon it thus a collision was 

inevitable. He was, however, proceeding slowly and the shock was comparatively slight so that the 

trains proceeded on their journey. (Manchester Examiner, 24 January 1865) 

On Saturday evening, 28th January 1865, the annual soiree of the servants of the L&YR took place in 

the Corn Exchange, Manchester. George Wilson, the L&Y deputy chairman, spoke on the question 

of safety of railway travellers as being as important to them as the conduct of traffic. (Manchester 

Examiner, 30 January 1865) 

February 
[…] after passing the industrial schools the LNWR Bootle branch had to pass under the Liverpool 

and Bury section of the L&YR. This was a formidable and somewhat perilous portion of the 

undertaking. The new line had to be carried under the old at an angle of about thirty degrees, and so 

near the rails of the old works that the arch of the Bootle branch tunnel had to be lowered and 

flattened in its curve to secure a passage below the old railway. The difficulties of the contractor 
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were materially aggravated by the ceaseless traffic which both by day and night is carried over the 

Bury section of the railway, a continuously recurring traffic which completely debarred any attempt 

at diverting the railway line for even the briefest possible period […] the tunnel under the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal, as will be readily understood, this like the tunnelling under the Bury line of railway, 

required the application of extraordinary precaution, and its successful completion, as well as that 

under the Liverpool and Southport railway, at a  depth of no more than eight feet from the crown of 

the tunnel arch to the upper surface of the Southport line of rails, together with the previously 

spoken of excavation and building under the Bury railway. (Engineer, 3 February 1865, p.78) 

Report of the Hull Dock Company. (Engineer, 3 February 1865, p.78) 

Work on the Salford Junction line iron bridges has been delayed by supplies of materials being held 

up by strikes in the iron districts. (L&YR Minutes, 6 February 1865) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting on 15th February 1865. (Manchester Guardian, 

9 February 1865) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 15th February 1865. It was stated that 

the increased weight of traffic carried over the permanent way very rapidly wore out the iron rails, 

and the directors, after making some experiments, had decided to make use of steel rails instead of 

iron. The difference in cost for the half year, £4,277, had been charged to the capital account. There 

was very reason to believe that eventually the steel would prove to be much cheaper than the iron. 

(Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 16 February 1865) 

The L&YR meeting report stated that every waggon belonging to the company earned £114 in 1858, 

£123 in 1859 and £127 in 1860. (Railway News, 18 February 1865) 

An interesting observation was made by the chairman of the L&YR Company at the half yearly 

meeting held on Wednesday, 15th February 1865. He said the immense weight of the goods their 

railway had to carry caused the iron rails to wear out very soon, and the directors had, therefore, 

decided on the use of steel instead of iron rails, charging the difference, which was considerable, to 

the capital account. The directors had charged £4,277 as the difference of the cost of rolled iron and 

steel rails. They had every reason to believe that eventually the steel would prove to be the cheaper 

commodity of the two. (Engineer, 24 February 1865, p.130) 

The entire liabilities of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway are now liquidated, with the exception of a 

few trifling payments on account of the land purchases which are in progress of settlement. The 

receipts during the past half year amounted to £2,435, and the working expenses to £1,051, leaving 

£1,384, from which was deducted interest on loans £605 and £675 for a dividend at the rate of 

three per cent per annum, carrying over £104 to the next account. (Railway News, 25 February 

1865) 

The L&YR train alterations for March include the introduction of special service trains between 

Manchester and Rochdale and Todmorden at reduced fares which were not available by ordinary 

trains. Fares being (ordinary fares in brackets); Returns 1st class 3/- (3/-); 2nd class 2/- (2/-); 3rd class 

1/- (1/6); Singles 1st class 2/- (2/-); 2nd class 1/6 (1/6); 3rd class 8d (10d). (Manchester Guardian, 28 

February 1865) 

March 
It is now absolutely necessary to re-build Pleasington viaduct. Lowest tender for roof of new Mirfield 

station; Mr W Mabon, £11,654, dated 30th January 1865. (L&YR Minutes, 1 March 1865) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 22nd March 1865. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

March 1865) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a roof at Mirfield station. (Manchester Guardian, 25 

March 1865) 

Mr Watts having expressed some doubts whether the Salford Junction line can be opened by 15th 

May 1865 the secretary to write to the Fairbairn Company strongly urging them to complete the 

bridges within the time named by Mr Harman when he saw the committee on 6th February 1865. 

(L&YR Minutes, 28 March 1865) 

L&YR train alterations include the opening of Cleveleys station on and after 1st April 1865. 

(Manchester Guardian, 31 March 1865) 

At a special meeting of the L&YR Company, last week, it was resolved to issue new preference 

shares to an extent not exceeding £607,550. The chairman said the directors were disposed to offer 

the shares to the shareholders in the way of preference, in consequence of the explanation which 

was given in 1861. They were desirous not to burden the old stock of the company with any 

additional charge beyond what it ought to bear, for the construction of works which, in all 

probability, would not be very remunerative for a few years. The addition to the new share capital 

of the company would only be £5 for every £100 of ordinary stock, and the directors therefore 

proposed to allot to the shareholders one £5 preference share for every £100 of ordinary stock. 

The last issue which they made was one of £1,200,000 preference stock, bearing interest at the rate 

of four and a half per cent. They experienced no difficulty in issuing that stock, and as four and a half 

per cent was not much in excess of the rate as interest for the loan capital of the company, the 

directors thought that the financial operation was a successful one, and for the benefit of the 

ordinary stock of the company. He believed that as soon as the commercial depression of the 

district had passed away the line would be restored to its original position as one of the first in the 

kingdom, and that it would ultimately be able to bear the five per cent interest with perfect ease. 

(Engineer, 31 March 1865, p.207) 

April 
The tender of R Armitage, £10,170, to be accepted for the roof of Mirfield new station. (L&YR

Minutes, 5 April 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of coal drops and a bridge at Sowerby Bridge. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 April 1865) 

Mr Harman stated that the principal cause of the delay with the iron bridges on the Salford Junction

line and at York Street was because he had to wait for the masonry, weather and there had been a 

delay of four to five days at Ducie Street before permission could be obtained from Mr Lynde, the 

City Surveyor. All materials of York Street bridge ready for putting up when the foundations of the 

columns are ready. (L&YR Minutes, 12 April 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station at Dewsbury; [and] for the extension of a 

warehouse at Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 22 April 1865) 

The LNWR announce through carriages between Rochdale, Oldham, Ashton-under-Lyne and 

London. Three trains daily in each direction. (Manchester Guardian, 25 April 1865) 

W Mabon’s revised tender, £10,117, for Mirfield new station roof recommended to be accepted. 

(L&YR Minutes, 26 April 1865).  

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Tuesday 25th April 1865. (Manchester Guardian, 29 April 

1865) 
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May 
The construction of a new line of railway from Staddlethorpe, via Thorne, to Doncaster was let by 

the directors of the NE Company. (Engineer, 5 May 1865, p.286) 

A Wharncliffe meeting of the L&YR Company was held last week, at which several bills were 

considered. The first was a bill to vest in the L&YR Company, and the Lancashire Union Railway 

Company, jointly, certain portions of railway near Blackburn. The heads of the clauses having been 

read, the chairman moved that the bill be approved, subject to such alterations as the directors 

might consider desirable, and as the legislature might sanction or require. 

During the last session of Parliament, the LNWR Company obtained powers, upon the exercise of 

which they were to decide in six months to join the L&Y in constructing a line from Chorley to 

Cherry Tree, near Blackburn. They had decided upon joining the L&Y in the undertaking, and they 

would pay half the expenses of construction. On the other hand, the L&Y obtained the option of 

joining in the construction of the LNWR line from Adlington to Standish, near Wigan. The 

contribution of the L&Y to the latter line would be much less than that of the LNW to the line from 

Chorley to Blackburn, so that the balance would be in favour of the L&Y. The resolution was passed.  

The second bill was to authorise the widening of the Blackpool branch of the L&WR, and for other 

purposes. The bill was approved, the chairman stating in moving the resolution, that the claim on the 

L&Y Company for this improvement would be £16,000, being two thirds of the estimated 

expenditure, the LNW taking the other third.  

The third bill was to incorporate a company for working a railway to be called “The Luddenden Valley 

Railway,” to authorise working and other arrangements with the L&YR Company, to enable that 

company to subscribe capital, and for other purposes.  (Engineer, 5 May 1865, p.286) 

150 cattle wagons to be fitted up for Whitsuntide passenger traffic “as on previous occasions.” (L&YR

Minutes, 16 May 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Low Moor; for an engine house for a 

stationary engine at Mirfield; for the erection of additional waiting rooms at Hipperholme; and for the 

building of a stone viaduct at Pleasington. (Manchester Guardian, 18 May 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a branch railway from Rochdale to Shawforth, about five miles. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 May 1865) 

Tenders recommended to be accepted; engine shed at Low Moor, W Pickard, £2,654; viaduct at 

Pleasington, J Greenup, £2,860; passenger station at Dewsbury, J & J Nowell, £3,785; warehouse at 

Wigan, H Banks, £5,460. (L&YR Minutes, 24 May 1865) 

An adjourned meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 24th May 1865 to consider recent bills. 

(Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 25 May 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a new passenger station at Westhoughton. (Manchester Guardian, 27 May 

1865) 

On Saturday, 20th May 1865 when the train from Manchester to Oldham, due to arrive at Middleton 

Junction at 12.30pm and consisting of six carriages, was rounding the curve at the station the second 

carriage turned on its side and the third and fourth carriages were derailed. Several passengers were 

badly bruised. (Middleton Albion, 27 May 1865) 

About half past five o’clock yesterday evening a terrific explosion occurred at the Miles Platting 

station. The engine attached to the 5.30pm passenger train from Manchester to Bury, being No.2, of 

Messrs Fairbairn’s manufacture, had just drawn up, or was about drawing up, at the Miles Platting 
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platform, when it suddenly exploded, a number of the plates were driven out of the side of the 

engine, one of them alighting in Mr Clegg’s field, about 100 yards off, struck a child, and killed him on 

the spot […]. A pipe, about two inches in diameter, and two yards long, flew 200 yards in another 

direction and fell through the slates of a house in Saville Street […]. A clerk in one of the offices at 

Miles Platting station was thrown across the room in which he was sitting […]. The driver of the 

engine was slightly injured, but the stoker escaped unhurt […]. None of the passengers or persons 

at Miles Platting station was injured, and the engine having been replaced by another, the train 

proceeded on its way. (Manchester Guardian, 27 May 1865; Manchester Examiner, 29 May 1865) 

On Friday, 26th May 1865 at about 5.30pm the Bury train was about to leave Miles Platting station 

when the boiler exploded. A boy playing in a cricket field about fifty yards away was killed by an iron 

plate. The driver, Daniel Brookes, late driver of the Middleton train, and the fireman were slightly 

scalded. (Middleton Albion, 27 May 1865) 

The station master at Middleton, Mr Rigby, has been promoted to a similar position at Oldham 

Mumps. His successor at Middleton, Mr Culpan, took up his position on Friday, 26th May 1865. 

(Middleton Albion, (27 May 1865) 

Report of the boiler explosion at Miles Platting. On 26th May 1865. (Manchester Examiner, 30 May 

1865)  

June 
On Friday evening a terrific explosion occurred at the Miles Platting railway station. The engine 

attached to the 5.30 passenger train from Manchester to Bury, being No. 2 of Messrs Fairbairn’s 

manufacture, had just drawn up, or was about drawing up, at the Miles Platting platform, when it 

suddenly exploded, a number of the plates were driven out of the side of the engine, and one of 

them alighting in Mr Clegg’s field about 100 yards off, struck a child named Dowling, on the head, 

and killing him on the spot.  

The driver and stoker escaped comparatively unhurt. At the inquest on Monday, Mr Jenkins, 

Locomotive Superintendent, stated that the plates of the engine were, when new, perhaps ¾ ins 

thick, but fully 5/16ins, and the safety valve was loaded to about 80lbs pressure. Messrs Fairbairn 

computed that all their engines would be 700lbs pressure to bursting – but he allowed to between 

500lb and 600lb, and would stand a pressure of 120lb for working purposes. About twelve months 

ago the engine was tested by hydraulic pressure to about 160lb, and there was on the safety valve 90 

to 95; until it came in for repairs in April. It was then tested to 140lb, and was reduced 10lb when it 

went to work again.  

Witness had examined the plates, which he found were a little worn and eaten in here and there 

with the action of the water, but not anything like as bad as engines that had been working at a much 

higher pressure. From what he had seen, he should have felt safe upon that engine if it had been 

worked at 100lb pressure, since he had seen the plates. So far as he could judge, the fracture 

commenced at the rivet holes at the connection of the shell of the fire-box with the barrel of the 

boiler. He could not say it was for want of water; it might have been caused by extra pressure, but it 

seemed as if there was some little injury to the plate in riveting. The injury could not have been seen 

without a full inspection of the boiler.  

Mr Tomlinson, one of the jurors, who was, at the time No. 2 engine was made, the foreman at 

Messrs Fairbairn’s, supported Mr Jenkins in his statement, and said that he had seen numbers of 

engines in a worse condition that had been worked with more pressure and considered safe. He did 

not think the cause of the accident was want of water. (Engineer, 2 June 1865, p.352) 
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At a Wharncliffe meeting of the L&YR Company the chairman said the bill now pending for 

conferring additional powers on the company, for the construction of branch lines and works, and 

for other purposes, embraced a proposed capital of £140,000.  

The Ripponden branch line, three miles long, was estimated to cost £75,000; the Stainland branch, 

1¾ miles, was estimated at £75,000; and the additional land required amounted to £23,000.  

It might be a subject of congratulation to the shareholders this year that the total increase of capital 

which the company was likely to make by its parliamentary proceedings would not exceed £167,000. 

The company applied for a line from Bradford to Thornton, and also for a line to pass round their 

own of Bradford. 

They had agreed to withdraw the Thornton line for this year, and, in conjunction with the GN, to 

apply next year for a line which should supply the district. (Engineer, 2 June 1865, p.352) 

It was stated at the inquest on James Dowling, aged 5 years, of Montague Street, Collyhurst. Albert 

Mills, 9, of Hamilton Street, son of an engine fitter, said that he heard a loud report then a piece of 

brass fell on the head of James killing him instantly as he was picking a flower. 

John Lee, a L&YR inspector, said the engine had come from Bury and was in Victoria station for 

about twenty five minutes before it started for Miles Platting en route to Bolton, via Bury. It had ten 

years work invariably on passenger trains […]. 

The driver said that the train consisted of four carriages, including the brake van, it had just taken 

water and steam was blowing off as usual and ascended the incline to Miles Platting without difficulty. 

Here the train was checked in the usual way and he was looking down the platform for a signal when 

the explosion threw him on to the platform. He said that he had worked this engine, No.2, since 

24th April 1865 and had been a driver for fifteen or sixteen years having been employed by the L&YR

twenty years. The Coroner said that it would be necessary to have the engine examined by 

competent men. Several jurymen seemed acquainted with mechanics and one said that he had seen 

No.2 built at Fairbairn’s about ten years ago. It was agreed that he and two other jurymen together 

with Mr Jenkins, the L&YR locomotive superintendent, should examine the engine. On behalf of the 

L&YR Jenkins and Mr G Aylesbury, assistant passenger superintendent watched the proceedings. The 

inquiry was adjourned until Monday 29th May 1865.  

Mr Jenkins said that he had been employed by the L&YR for thirty years. The engine had been built 

by Fairbairn in February 1855 and had been re-tubed in November 1858. The boiler plating was 

5/16th inch thick and the safety valve pressure was 80lbs. In 1864 it was tested at 160lbs and in April 

1865 at 140lbs. He found the plating worn a little and eaten by water action here and there but by 

no means as bad as some engines he had seen with higher pressure. He could not give a judgement 

on the cause of the explosion. The fracture had started at the rivet holes connecting the outside of 

the firebox with the barrel of the boiler.  

Mr Edward Tomlinson, a juryman, said that he had been employed by Fairbairn’s as a foreman when 

the boiler was made, he agreed with Mr Jenkins as to the whole of his statement. The explosion 

could not have been caused by lack of water. The jury found a verdict of Accidental Death. 

(Middleton Albion, 3 June 1865) 

At Victoria station, Manchester, the alterations are on a gigantic scale, and must involve a vast 

expenditure. The works are rapidly progressing. The station, large as in its new shape, it will be, is 

capable of still further extension, as the wants of the public may require it. Its appearance, too, will 

be greatly improved. The new triangular roof is sixty feet high, and we believe it was erected twelve 

feet higher than was intended, owing to the extensive alterations made by the LNW Company in 

their part of the station, some time ago. All the platforms at the Victoria station are being raised to 
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the level of the carriages, and new waiting rooms and booking offices have necessarily been erected 

to accommodate the sub-divided traffic. The Salford station is being re-modelled and enlarged. (The 

Builder, 3 June 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a cottage near Blackburn station; a cottage at Blague Gate; 

a new passenger station at Bradley Fold; a new passenger station at Black Lane. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 June 1865) 

The immense pressure upon the carrying capacity of the L&YR at Liverpool, has led to the 

construction of a new branch railway from Aintree to the Bootle Docks, to relieve the traffic at 

Exchange station. This line commences about half a mile from Fazakerley station runs through 

Aintree, Litherland, and Seaforth, and crosses the Liverpool and Ormskirk and the Liverpool and 

Southport railways, the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, and several main roads, on its way to the shore. 

The line approaches the shore by a viaduct, 2,400 feet in length. There is a cutting a mile and a 

quarter long and forty feet deep, from which 300,000 cubic feet of earth and stone have been cut. 

The entire length of the branch is 4¼ miles. Long report. (Railway News, 17 June 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stables for eighteen horses and an engine shed at Halifax. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 June 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Todmorden. (Manchester 

Guardian, 24 June 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of an incline into the Company’s goods yards at Salford. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 June 1865) 

July 
Tenders recommended for acceptance; new station at Todmorden, J Greenup, & Co. £2,150; incline 

into Salford goods yard, Gilbert & Sharp, £4,180. (L&YR Minutes, 5 July 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a tank at Mirfield. (Manchester Guardian, 8 July 

1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of three cottages at Mirfield; for one cottage at North Dean.

(Manchester Guardian, 15 July 1865) 

Report of an accident on Saturday afternoon, 22nd July 1865, near to Victoria station when a L&YR

train from the north, due at Manchester at 5.00pm was stopped by a signal. A LNWR train, due at 

5.35pm, came up behind and ran into it with considerable force. (Manchester Examiner, 24 July 

1865) 

The Salford Junction line inspected on 25th July 1865 by the Board of Trade inspector. York Street 

Bridge complete except for paving. The Corporation have given notice for this. (L&YR Minutes, 28 

July 1865) 

It was announced that the L&YR would open the new railway between Salford and Victoria stations 

on and after Tuesday, 1st August 1865. Intended passengers were requested to notice the new 

booking office at the top of the incline approach to Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 29 July 

1865) 

August 
The L&YR have adopted, for experiment, a simple invention of a workman named Grant, the object 

of which is to indicate clearly the names of railway stations at night. The plan is to hang signs of 

coloured glass, with the names of the stations printed upon them, over the lamps at the stations. 
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These signs have been tried at the Bootle station, and are found to answer well. (Railway News, 29 

July 1865; Engineer, 4 August 1865) 

The L&YR notice; Opening of the new line between Victoria station, Manchester, and Salford. The 

public are respectfully informed that on and after Tuesday, 1st August 1865 the above line will be 

opened for public traffic and passengers are particularly requested to notice the new booking office at 

the top of the incline where they can obtain tickets to all parts […] and to avoid mistakes passengers 

will do well to inquire for the L&Y Company’s booking office. (Manchester Examiner, 1 August 

1865) 

The L&YR advertise for the supply of 4,000 tons of double headed iron rails, guaranteed for seven 

years. (Manchester Examiner, 1 August 1865) 

The report of the L&YR directors for the meeting to be held on 9th August 1865 included references 

to the opening of the Salford to Victoria line and the Methley branch. (Manchester Guardian & 

Manchester Examiner, 3 August 1865) 

On Saturday last 28th July 1865 a telegram was received at Mirfield station, one of the busiest 

junctions on the L&YR, from Cleckheaton, to the effect that twenty three trucks, heavily laden with 

timber, had passed that station, from Low Moor without engine or guard’s van. A number of wagons 

had been placed in a siding, and the timber train, not being properly sprigged, started off, and by the 

time it reached Cleckheaton was running at a very rapid rate. On receipt of the telegram the line 

was cleared by a gang of workmen, and the train came dashing towards Mirfield station at a great 

speed. A guard, named George Barlow, who happened to be on the platform, jumped upon the train 

and succeeded in bringing it to a stand by applying the fixed brakes to several wagons. (Railway 

News, 5 August 1865) 

The first sod of the new line from Rochdale to Shawforth was cut on Monday, 31st July 1865. There 

are to be four stations on the 5¼ mile line. At some future time it is intended to carry on the line 

from Shawforth to Bacup. (Railway News, 5 August 1865) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th August 1865. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 August 1865; Manchester Examiner, 11 August 1865)  

The report of the L&YR states; “The works of the branches to Meltham, Dewsbury, and Bootle, 

near Liverpool, are progressing; the line for connecting the Victoria and Salford stations, at 

Manchester are now opened for traffic; and the Methley Railway, of which the company hold one 

third, is also ready for public traffic. The bill for authorising the construction by this company of 

branches to Ripponden and Stainland, and for acquiring additional lands at Bradford, Mirfield, Salford, 

Rochdale, etc., has been passed; and those for authorising the widening of the Blackpool branch of 

the L&WR, jointly with the LNW Company, and for making the Luddenden Valley Railway jointly 

with local parties, have also received the sanction of Parliament. These measures, while involving an 

outlay of capital not exceeding £165,000, will be of considerable advantage to the company.” The 

first sod of a new line from Rochdale to Shawforth was cut last week. The distance is five miles and a 

quarter and as the country through which the proposed line will be made is uneven, there will be 

difficult cuttings, two viaducts, one at a small village called Ending, and one over the river Roach, 

near Rochdale, of eighteen arches. There are to be four stations on the line, at Shawforth, 

Whitworth, Ending and Rochdale. It is expected that it will be completed in two years. At some 

future time it is intended to carry on the line from Shawforth to Bacup.  

The half yearly meeting of the Halifax and Ovenden Junction was held on Friday, Mr Akroyd, MP, in 

the chair. It was stated that delays had taken place in the purchase of land, and in some engineering 

matters. However, the chairman was of the opinion that in a few weeks the first sod might be cut. 
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The expenditure had been £4,000. The amount in the bank was £5,000. (Engineer, 11 August 1865, 

p.94) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 12 August 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a new passenger station at Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 19 August 1865) 

Letter: I wish to draw the attention of the L&YR to the want of third class trains from Blackpool. The public 

would be glad to be informed why the two third class trains from that place to Manchester should both be 

started in the evening, and none in the morning, to the great annoyance and inconvenience of visitors to that 

delightful watering place. (Manchester Examiner, 23 August 1865) 

Mr Meek does not think the Corporation will have finished the paving of York Street Bridge, 

Manchester, by next week. (L&YR Minutes, 29 August 1865) 

Letter: Knowing that you are ever willing to give publicity to anything for the good of the public, I venture to 

ask your kind permission in placing in the column of your paper this brief note. When Victoria station is 

complete, surely we have a very great improvement as regards the booking office, both on the L&Y and 

LNW lines; for who would go to a ticket-box to get a ticket for Wakefield or Normanton at a box with 

“Liverpool (Lime Street)”, marked over the ticket-box? Would it not be better to have a series of ticket-boxes, 

lettered over in good plain letters, stating to what towns they are booked, and then any stranger who could 

read English could easily ascertain, without having to ask any of the railway company’s servants, at which 

ticket-box to apply? (Manchester Examiner, 31 August 1865) 

September 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a boiler house and chimney at the Stores Yard at Blue 

Pits; for the erection of a warehouse at, and extension of, the Bamber bridge station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 September 1865) 

The iron bridge over the north eastern end of Victoria station was completed on Saturday, 2nd

September 1865 and after an interval of four months the road between Corporation Street and 

York Street was re-opened for vehicles. (Manchester Guardian, 4 September 1865) 

The amended tender of J Thomson, £4,278, accepted for the new passenger station at Bury. (Minutes, 

6 September 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the work required in the proposed improvement at Salford station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 September 1865) 

[…] the mode of working the (Miles Platting) incline is far from satisfactory, an instrument has been 

lately supplied by which the signalman and pointsman at Victoria station is informed of the type of 

train coming down the incline but there are no restrictions as to the line being clear or as to the 

number of trains or engines being on the incline together. It would be better if speaking telegraph and 

train instruments were furnished to the signalman at the top and bottom and they were not permitted 

to send a train until after the previous train had been dealt with. If it were necessary for more than one 

train then an intermediate telegraph box might be established and the spaces above and below worked 

similarly on what is called the “block system”. (Accident report, 25 September 1865) 

Tender of T Dunn, £5,483, accepted for iron bridges on the Shawforth branch and at Ordsall Lane, 

Salford. (L&YR Minutes, 27 September 1865) 

The first meeting of the Luddenden Valley Railway Company was held at Halifax on Saturday, 23rd

September 1865 attended by representatives of the L&YR. (Engineer, 29 September 1865 p.212) 
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On Wednesday, 27th September 1865 an excursion train left Oldham for Blackpool, arriving at 

Victoria station at 8.00am, due to leave a few minutes later. It did not leave Ordsall station until 

9.15am and was behind time. The train, which carried about 700 passengers in twenty carriages, 

arrived at Preston at about 10.45am and was soon travelling at about 35/40mph towards Lea Road. 

A heavy goods train from Fleetwood to Manchester had arrived at Lea Road and, to allow the 

10.10am Fleetwood to Manchester express to pass, was shunted to the down line. Just before the 

express arrived the excursion train crashed into the goods train, having in emergency reduced speed 

to about 15mph. The enginemen from both locomotives jumped clear but there were many 

passengers injured. The station master, Mr Brown, said that the danger signals were fully turned on 

when the excursion train arrived. There was no telegraph communication to or from Lea Road. 

(Middleton Albion, 30 September 1865) 

[…] as a result of widening and moving the Southport Junction (at Sandhills) further west three of the 

four lines were closed and all the main and branch line traffic was carried on a single line for 300 

yards through (Sandhills) station. A pointsman was stationed at each end of the single line and 

another at a crossover about the centre of the station, all acting under a conductor or pilotman dressed 

in red, and stationed about halfway along the platform. All were provided with signal lamps and all 

trains were ordered to stop at the outside pointsman before the conductor allowed them into the 

station. (Accident report, 30 September 1865) 

October 
The L&YR invite tenders for the tenancy of the refreshment rooms at Mirfield station; [and] for the 

erection of a new passenger station at Ormskirk. (Manchester Guardian, 14 October 1865) 

The lessees of the L&YR invite tenders for the widening and improvement of the Blackpool branch 

railway together with the erection of a goods warehouse, engine shed, stables, cottages, etc., at 

Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian, 30 October 1865) 

The L&YR invite tenders for improvements at Maghull station; for the erection of twenty four 

cottages, in two blocks of twelve, at Low Moor. (Manchester Guardian, 31 October 1865) 

November 
Tender of Statham Bros. £2,455, recommended for acceptance for new passenger station at Ormskirk. 

(Minutes, 1 November 1865) 

[…] there are sidings north and south of the railway west of (Salford) station. 50 yards west of the 

down platform is a semaphore signal operated by a signalman in a cabin who also operates a distant 

signal 400 yards to the east of the station; 37 yards west of the cabin is a spectacle signal worked by a 

pointsman whose cabin is 150 yards west of that signal […] (Accident report, 10 November 1865) 

On Tuesday, 7th November 1865 at the Wellington Hotel, Rochdale, a large number of people 

attended a meeting in favour of a new railway from Manchester, via Rochdale to Bacup, Burnley and 

Preston. Great dissatisfaction with the L&YR was voiced. Many promises by the L&YR had been 

fruitless, the first class fare from Rochdale to Manchester was 3/- but from Middleton to Manchester 

it was only 1/-.  The surveyor said that the railway would pass Spotland Bridge, but a branch with a 

station fronting Yorkshire Street and a goods station in Newgate. Facilities would be given to the 

LNWR, GN, and MR. (Middleton Albion, 11 November 1865) 

Contract to be signed with Messrs Nowell for erecting a warehouse and buildings at Dewsbury. 

(L&YR Minutes, 15 November 1865) 

A meeting of enginemen in the service of the L&YR was held at Manchester on Sunday, 12th

November 1865. It appears that the hours of their labour are fixed by a circular dated 10th January 

1850; and the grievance is that the regulations of that circular are not adhered to by all the district 
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superintendents. The men desire a uniform system of entering the hours of labour to be adopted by 

all the district superintendents. They sought an interview with the head superintendent when that 

officer consented to grant upon a certain condition to which the men would not agree. The meeting, 

therefore, appointed a deputation to wait upon the board of directors, and this concluded the 

proceedings. (Engineer, 17 November 1865, p.328) 

December 
Report of the fall of Mytholm viaduct on Sunday morning, 3rd December 1865. The L&YR secretary, 

W S Lawn, sent out the following notice; This viaduct consists of thirteen arches, in length about 

200 yards, and was in the course of being constructed of stone as a substitute for the wooden 

viaduct at Mytholm, near Holmfirth, at a cost of about £7,000. The new viaduct was about half 

completed, and, of course, in the hands of the contractor. It fell on Sunday morning, and fortunately 

without injury to life or limb. The cause of the accident has not yet been ascertained. (Manchester 

Examiner, 5 December 1865) 

The viaduct between Brockholes and Thongsbridge, near Holmfirth, on the L&YR, gave way early on 

the morning of 3rd December 1865, causing the railway traffic to Holmfirth to be wholly suspended. 

Originally the bridge was a wooden structure, but, as it became rotten and insecure, the company 

resolved to replace the woodwork with stone, and the rebuilding was commenced about twelve 

months ago. The viaduct consisted of about thirteen arches, and was 200 yards in extent. The 

masonry was on the point of completion, platelayers were laying the metals, and it was expected 

that the new double line would be opened for general traffic in a few days. This expectation, 

however, will not be realised, for, about a quarter to six o’clock on Sunday morning, the viaduct in 

the centre and the whole of the arches, from one end to the other, fell in with a tremendous crash. 

It is most fortunate that the viaduct succumbed at this time, the first train to Holmfirth being due at 

Brockholes at seven o’clock. It is supposed that the foundation of the new viaduct had been 

weakened by a rivulet which runs through the middle of the arches. (The Builder, 9 December 1865) 

Mr Meek’s report; The Mytholm viaduct, in course of construction, has fallen down. The old timber 

structure was, of course, carried with it, and traffic is entirely stopped. I think the failure has arisen 

from some unsoundness in the foundation of one of the piers. It would take at least a year to build the 

viaduct, but as the timber structure is now out of the way there is no reason why an embankment 

should not be made, and it certainly might be completed in a quarter of the time required for a 

viaduct, and at a less cost, say £8,000 to £9,000. I therefore recommend then an embankment be made 

as quickly as possible. The culverts can be built with part of the fallen stones, and the remainder 

would be buried to form the bed of the bank. The board to be recommended to build an embankment. 

(L&YR Minutes, 6 December 1865) 

The viaduct on the L&YR between Brockholes and Thongsbridge fell on Saturday morning, 3rd

December 1865. It consisted of thirteen arches and was two hundred yards long. The cause of the 

disaster has not been ascertained but it is supposed the foundations had been weakened by a rivulet 

which runs through the middle of the arches. (Railway News, 9 December 1865) 

The Manchester Carriage Company will furnish horses and omnibuses to work the Holmfirth and 

Honley traffic during the stoppage of the line for 20/- the double journey. The L&YR to pay tolls and 

find the conductors. (L&YR Minutes, 15 December 1865) 

There will be difficulty in obtaining land for an embankment at Mytholm, and it is now proposed to 

rebuild the viaduct. Legally Mr Wadsworth, the contractor, is liable, and the Company can give him 

seven days’ notice to complete the work and if he does not, can give the work to someone else, 

charging him the difference in cost. This notice to be served herewith. About £5,000 has been paid. 

Value of materials which have fallen perhaps £1,500. Estimated cost of new viaduct £12,000. (L&YR

Minutes, 19 December 1865) 



1860 - 1869 

428 

1866 
January 

The L&YR invite tenders for improvements at Croston; for the erection of a new passenger station at 

Manchester Road, Burnley; for the fitting up of an arch at Oldham Road goods station, Manchester, as 

a sixteen stall stable; for the construction of a stone landing, a ten ton crane and a three and a half ton 

crane at Brighouse; for the iron work and masonry for a bridge on the Ardwick branch railway over 

Hulme Hall Lane. (Manchester Guardian, 6 January 1866; Manchester Examiner, 9 January 1866) 

The contract for the Mytholm viaduct awarded to Messrs Gilbert and Sharp, £9,000. (L&YR Minutes, 

9 January 1866) 

[...] the telegraph (at Chapel Town) is employed by day… but there is only a single needle instrument 

on the ‘magnetic’ system without a bell. The wire on which it works is continuous from Bolton to 

Blackburn…it is recommended that telegraph bells with up and down instruments, separate wires and 

well as a through wire and a better system of telegraph working, be installed. It is desirable also that 

instruments and bells should be provided at King William (siding). (Accident report, 13 January 

1866) 

The Mytholm viaduct is, or more properly was, situated on the Holmfirth branch of the L&YR. It 

consisted of thirteen arches, two of twenty nine feet span and the others of thirty eight feet eight 

inches span, the maximum height to the level of the rails was eighty six feet six inches. It will be 

understood that the viaduct was built to a curve of twenty chains radius, and that, as a result, the 

piers were ticker at the outer than the inner ends. The arches are two feet thick through the 

vousoirs, the distance from the soffit to the rail tables being six feet. The piers were four feet thick 

at the springing of the arches at the inner ends, and about five feet at the outer ends, battered all the 

way down at the rate of a quarter of an inch to the foot. They were built on footings of two twelve 

inch courses, each course projecting six inches. So far the design presented no objectionable 

features; but it was carried out to a certain extent under unfavourable conditions. The stone viaduct 

was intended to replace a timber structure consisting of twenty six bays of a uniform span of twenty 

feet six inches; and it was erected between and among the timbers, which were removed as work 

progressed toward completion. On the 3rd December last, 1866 a large portion of the new viaduct 

feel at about six o’clock in the morning, fortunately an hour before the first train was due. It appears 

that the permanent way had actually been laid on the inner side of the viaduct but that no trains had 

run over it, the traffic being carried to the outer line still carried by the timber bridge. (Engineer, 26 

January 1866, p.69) 

February 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a brick bridge over Collyhurst Street, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 February 1866) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 14th February 1866. (Manchester 

Guardian, 7 February 1866) 

L&YR directors report. (Railway News, 10 February 1866) 

In reference to the fall of the Mytholmbridge (sic) viaduct on the Holmfirth branch of the L&YR, a 

letter, from the Board of Trade, has been received by Mr S. S. Booth, secretary to the Holmfirth 

Chamber of Commerce, in which it is stated:- “My Lords have communicated to the L&YR Company

that Captain Tyler has thought it right to recommend that, as the inhabitants of Holmfirth are deprived by 

the fall of the viaduct of the advantage of the communication with Huddersfield and other places by railway 

which they have now possessed for many year, and as they have no other railway to the town, a temporary 
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viaduct should be erected with as little delay as possible, pending the completion of a permanent structure.”

(9 February 1866, p.117) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the work required for the extension of goods accommodation at Bradford. 

(Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 13 February 1866) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 14th February 1866. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 February 1866) 

It appears that the estimates of the requirements of the L&YR for the enlargement of stations and 

for rolling stock up to 30th June next, is as under; Land and works, £120,000; rolling stock, £80,000; 

total, £200,000. The directors have nothing special to report upon the subject of the lines now 

under contract, to Shawforth, Meltham, Dewsbury, and to Bootle, except that the difficulty of 

obtaining possession of the land for the Shawforth branch and the failure of a tunnel on the Meltham 

branch, has rendered it necessary to apply on one of the bills now before Parliament to extend the 

time for completing these branches. (16 February 1866, p.134) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 17 February 1866) 

Several interesting facts were stated by the chairman at the late meeting of the L&YR Company. The 

Hon. Gentleman, Mr G Wilson, said during the past half year they had carried 10,797,486 

passengers, against 9.694.981 in the corresponding half year of 1864; and the earnings were 9.14d 

per head, against 9½d. This small reduction in earnings, and the reduction in the average distance 

that each passenger travelled, being from ten and a half to ten miles, made a difference in the 

receipts of £16,196. He believed that no company had fairly ascertained the amount which might be 

realised by passenger traffic if they would only make requisite arrangements for carrying it. While 

the company might make a legal charge of 2.4d per mile for first class passengers, they were only 

charging 1.39d; for second class passengers they might charge 1.8d, whereas they were only charging 

1.27d; and for third class passengers they might charge 1d, whereas their charge was only 0.719d. 

The average charge for all passengers was at the rate of 0.9d per mile, and the total average received 

from each passenger was 9.14d. The goods traffic in 1860 was 1,410,276 tons; in 1865, 1.619,189 

tons; the increase being 14 per cent. In 1860 the mineral traffic was 343,576 tons, and in 1865, 

522,723 tons, showing an increase of 52 per cent. The coal and coke traffic in 1860 was 902,255 

tons; and in 1865, 1,415,796 tons, or an increase of 56.9 per cent. In 1860 the proportion of goods 

to the whole of the traffic was 53.1; while the proportion of the mineral traffic, including coal and 

coke, was 46.9. In 1865 the percentage of goods fell to 45.5, and the mineral traffic rose to 54.5. The 

total tonnage carried was 3,557,710 against 3,071,084 tons in the corresponding half of last year. 

The average receipts per ton for goods and minerals had, however, considerable depreciated, the fall 

being from 5s 2 3/8d to 4s 10½d. But for this falling off there would have been an increased traffic of 

£36,000, which, if added to the amount they might have received provided the same results had 

attended the passenger traffic, would have realised a dividend of 7¼ per cent. (Engineer, 23 February 

1866. p.152) 

On Saturday, 17th February 1866 at about 7.30pm a large number of passengers arrived at Middleton 

Junction from Oldham who had to cross the rails either to go out of the gate, or to get to the 

Middleton train on the down platform. At this point two trains approached the station, a goods train 

from Rochdale and a special service passenger train from Manchester, neither stop at Middleton 

Junction. Thomas Bates, the station master, ordered one of his assistants to stop the passengers 

crossing the line whilst he went to the gate opposite to prevent any persons coming into contact 

with the approaching trains of which he was aware. The passenger train went through at about 

thirty miles per hour. A short time later a passenger train arrived from Rochdale and the driver, by 

the merest chance, saw something on the line and, shining his lamp, saw that it was a body. Alerting 

the station officials it was found to be the body of Mr Bates. Mr Bates, who was 57 years of age, had 

been employed by the L&YR for the past twenty five years. (Middleton Albion, 24 February 1866) 
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March 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a brick arch and hoist buildings and for other work at 

Great Howard Street goods station, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 1866; Manchester 

Examiner, 6 March 1866) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of from 1,000 to 2,000 railway wagon covers. (Manchester 

Examiner, 10 March 1866) 

The tender of G Thomson, £3,940, for masonry required in improvement of Great Howard Street 

goods station, Liverpool, recommended for acceptance. (L&YR Minutes, 14 March 1866) 

A copy of the Board of Trade report of Captain Tyler […] into the cause of the fall of 

Mytholmbridge viaduct on the Holmfirth branch of the L&YR has been received by the Holmfirth 

Chamber of Commerce at whose suggestion the inquiry was made; “The evidence can only lead to one 

conclusion. No.7 pier was founded longitudinally, on part rock and part ground. Where this pier was 

subjected to a sufficient weight, the pier split longitudinally, the portion on the rock remaining firm, and the 

portion on the gravel settling down”. Afterwards, “This pier failed altogether, and the whole mass (of the 

viaduct) crumbled down”. The point to which he wishes particularly to direct the attention of the 

Board of Trade is, “The very inefficient superintendence which the work received on the part of the L&Y 

Company. The lowest – very low – tender had been accepted. The foundations were entirely, and the work 

progressed for most part, under the inspection of an officer who was, evidently, whatever may have been his 

good qualities, quite unfitted to the task, and without such a salary as could be expected to render him 

independent. The company, indeed, paid nothing, especially for its superintendence, inasmuch as it was 

placed under the charge of the inspector of the district of fifteen miles in which it happened to be; and this 

niggardly manner of carrying on the work must be assigned as the principal cause of the failure, and of the 

awful risk which was occasioned to the public who travelled regularly over the viaduct up to the time of the 

fall”. (Manchester Examiner, 19 March 1866; Engineer, 23 March 1866, p.226) 

The Board recommended to accept A Neill’s tender for new works at Bradford, excluding iron work. 

(L&YR Minutes, 28 March 1866) 

Institution of Civil Engineers paper […]. The results of an investigation made by Sturges Meek, 

extending over a period of seven and a quarter years, showed that on the L&YR, where the traffic 

was of a heavy character, but conveyed at a slow speed as compared with the GNR, on the falling 

gradient of 1 in 130 at Ramsbottom viaduct, 62399 trains and 12,451,784 tons wore out the best 

sample of rails. At Bolton, on the level, where all trains drew up, the same description of rails had 

required 203,122 trains and 38,803,128 tons to wear them out […] the rapid deterioration of the 

permanent way was in a great measure attributable to the increased weight and speed of the traffic 

[…]. It was contended that the chief material, the rails, was wanting in the essential element of 

durability, and that the experiment on the L&YR showed, that both the best West Yorkshire iron 

and the coarser and harder descriptions of Welsh manufacture, were alike incapable of withstanding 

for any length of time the excessive wear and tear to which they were exposed. (Engineer, 30 March 

1866, p.232) 

April 
On Sunday afternoon, 8th April 1866 a large number of delegates representing the servants of the 

L&Y and East Lancashire Railway Companies, met at Hollingworth Lake, to consider the best mode 

of inducing the directors of several lines to shorten the hours of labour. It was stated that at the 

present time they were employed on an average from 16 to 17 hours a day, and that their wages 

ranged from 16s to 18s a week. A resolution was unanimously carried, to the effect that a memorial 

be drawn up and presented to the directors, asking them to shorten the hours of labour to ten and 

a half hours a day, and seven and a half on Saturdays. (Manchester Examiner, 11 April 1866; 

Middleton Albion, 14 April 1866; Engineer, 20 April 1866) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for a branch railway from Hindley to Blackrod, about three miles eleven 

chains; and a branch railway from Blackrod to Horwich, about one mile twenty four chains. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 April 1866) 

On Sunday afternoon, 8th April 1866 a large number of delegates representing the servants of the 

L&Y and East Lancashire Railway Companies, met at Hollingworth Lake, to consider the best mode 

of inducing the directors of several lines to shorten the hours of labour. It was stated that at the 

present time they were employed on an average from 16 to 17 hours a day, and that their wages 

ranged from 16s to 18s a week. A resolution was unanimously carried, to the effect that a memorial 

be drawn up and presented to the directors, asking them to shorten the hours of labour to ten and 

a half hours a day, and seven and a half on Saturdays. (Engineer, 20 April 1866, p.296) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an iron roof at Dewsbury station. (Manchester Guardian, 

21 April 1866) 

The four carriages now at Holmfirth station will have to be removed by the high road. (L&YR Minutes, 

25 April 1866) 

Report of an accident at Mytholmroyd on Thursday morning, 26th April 1866 when a coal train had 

stopped to clear away empty wagons, leaving a number of wagons on the main line. An express 

goods train from Preston to Normanton came down the line at a speed of 30mph, crashing into the 

standing wagons. (Manchester Examiner, 27 April 1866) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Friday, 27th April 1866 to sanction the several bills now 

before Parliament. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 28 April 1866) 

May 
The tender of J Nelson & Sons, £2,650, accepted for the roof of Dewsbury station. (L&YR Minutes, 2 

May 1866) 

A few mornings ago a goods train from Colne to Manchester came in contact with a flock of sheep 

which had wandered from a filed, a short distance from the spot. The flock numbered 164, of which 

21 were killed instantly, and twelve so badly injured that they had to be at once destroyed. The 

engine was brought to a standstill, portions of the carcases of the animals having become fixed in the 

working parts. (Engineer, 4 May 1866, p.319) 

The opening of the Middleton branch railway was honoured on Tuesday, 1st May by the discharge of 

a number of fog signals as the 11.15am train left the station. (Middleton Albion, 5 May 1866) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of cast iron water pipes of the quantity and delivery; 150 yards 

at Accrington station; ??? yards at Low Moor station; 1,200 yards at Blue Pits station. (Manchester 

Examiner, 5 May 1866) 

Letters have appeared in the press deprecating the use of cattle wagons by the L&YR for the Whit 

Week passenger traffic. The cost of conversion, too, will be greater than heretofore “owing to the 

measures taken to guard against the cattle plague”. The Passenger Traffic Superintendent’s to act as 

they think fit. (L&YR Minutes, 15 May 1866) 

Letter suggesting that the platforms at Victoria station, Manchester, be numbered, lettered, or 

named, to avoid the confusion now occurring. The correspondent went on to suggest that the 

station and others be supplied with name boards to assist the travelling public, as calls of the porters 

ware often unintelligible. (Manchester Guardian, 17 May 1866) 
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The L&YR train alterations for June include the note that Hightown Rifle Siding would be re-opened 

for traffic on and after 1st June 1866, and that trains stopping there were listed in the time book. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 May 1866) 

June 
The LNW and the L&YR Companies have purchased the Fleetwood, Preston, and West Riding 

Junction Railway, and will enter in possession on the 1st July next. The price to be paid is £8 per 

share. The market price was recently ranged between £5 and £6 per share; whilst the nominal price 

was £12. In addition to the £8 per share the two purchasing companies will have to take the line 

subject to the mortgage and other debts on the capital account, which amount to £34,000 or 

£35,000. The aggregate purchase money will, it is understood, be about £140,000. (Engineer, 1 June 

1866, p.392) 

Paper “The Lighting of Railway Carriages with Gas.” […]. The apparatus used by the L&YR and other 

railway companies is upon J Newall’s plan, and consists of a gas holder with the side made of India-

rubber cloth in the form of the bellows of an accordion, with flat metal or wood top and bottom, 

the weight of the top and sides being sufficient to give the pressure required to supply the light in a 

train; the India-rubber cloth is protected by straps and rings of iron which completely guard it from 

any damage by rubbing against the sides of the box containing the holder. These gas-holders are 

made of various dimensions, and are generally placed either in a compartment at the end of the 

guards’ room or on the top or underneath the carriages […]. The holders generally used on the 

L&YR occupy a space equal to one compartment of a second class carriage, viz. about 6 feet 6 ins by 

6 feet 6 ins by 6 feet, and will contain about 240 cubic feet of gas. The trains are composed of two, 

three, or four sections, and each section of three or four carriages and a van according to the traffic. 

One of these sections contains from twelve to fifteen lights, and a holder of the capacity named will 

carry gas sufficient to supply that number of burners for five hours, each burner consuming three 

cubic feet per hour, and the holder does not occupy more than one twentieth of the space of the 

train. (Engineer, 1 June 1866, p.396) 

Just twenty years ago the East Lancashire Railway bridge over the river Ribble, and the long viaduct 

on the Penwortham side of the river, were opened for traffic on 6th June 1848. The viaduct is now in 

a very dilapidated condition, and workmen are employed in making extensive repairs. The river is 

spanned by three arches of iron, and on the north side of the river is a dry brick arch over the 

pathway, and the railway being carried over the Ribble valley by the viaduct above mentioned, which 

is composed of sixty three arches, and a short embankment pierced by several others. The amount 

of Mr Cornis’s contract for the embankment and viaduct was £55,000. The viaduct is a brick 

construction, with two or three of the piers nearly double the thickness of the others, for the 

absorption of vibration. The surface of the bricks, however, are now crumbling away in every 

direction, and there are other signs of decay – the joint effort of vibration caused by heavy trains, 

the action of the weather, and of the powerful currents of water forced through the arches on every 

occasion of flood or high tide. If such repairs as those now in progress be necessary after the lapse 

of twenty years only since the erection of the viaduct, it would seem that the plan of continuous 

embankment is greatly preferable to arches of brick. The embankment of the North Union Railway, 

which runs parallel to the East Lancashire line at their entrances to Preston, at a distance of about 

300 yards, was opened in October 1838, and has not, hitherto, needed repair of any kind. (Railway 

News, 9 June 1866) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stations at Hoscar and Cop End; for the erection of three 

cottages at Aintree; for the erection of warehouse at Walsden and Royton; for the erection of an 

engine shed between Victoria station and Miles Platting; and for the erection of a roof over the potato 

market at Oldham Road, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 14 June 1866; Manchester Examiner, 16 

June 1866) 
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On Thursday Colonel Yolland, Government Inspector of Railways, examined Preston railway station. 

He was sent down by the Board of Trade, to which body a petition was presented last week by a 

deputation from the corporation of Preston, complaining of the inconvenience and danger of the 

station. (Engineer, 22 June 1866, p.462) 

July 
The L&YR and Lancashire Union Railway Joint Lines invite tenders for Contract No.1, from Cherry 

Tree to Chorley, about seven and a half miles. (Manchester Guardian, 4 July 1866) 

The viaduct at Accrington needs renewing. Mr Meek‘s estimate is £11,215. Mr Meek to report for 

what sum it can be made safe for a year. (L&YR Minutes, 4 July 1866) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a branch railway from Heckmondwike to Thornhill, about two miles 

thirty one chains. (Manchester Guardian, 5 July 1866) 

The chairman of Rochdale Traders Association reported that he had been in communication with 

the Oldham Traders Association as to the small accommodation at and the dangerous state of the 

railway at Middleton Junction. Later the two deputations met at Middleton Junction and after 

inspecting the station were in agreement that there could be improvements made at little cost to 

the L&YR. The very sharp curves on the Oldham branch were particularly objected to. It was 

decided that the Oldham Trades Association should engage a civil engineer to report as to the best 

way to make the alterations after which the railway directors were to be appealed. (Middleton 

Albion, 7 July 1866) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the fitting up of arches at Liverpool for stables. (Manchester Guardian, 

10 July 1866) 

Letter […] to call the attention of the directors of the L&YR to an important omission at present existing in 

connection with their new and commodious passenger station at Westhoughton – the absence of a clock 

with an index face showing outside the building. This addition is required, not only for passenger purposes, 

but, the station time governing the time of the mills; it becomes doubly important to the large contributors to 

railway revenue – the engineers and manufacturers of the district – that the time should be exhibited. 

(Manchester Examiner, 13 July 1866) 

In the weekly report of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians it was stated that a report 

was needed on the enlargement of the poor law offices and the erection of a new fever hospital and 

new lunatic reception wards; the two latter rendered necessary by the absorption of land by the 

L&YR and the building of the wholesale fish market immediately adjoining the present fever hospital. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 July 1866) 

L&YR invite tenders for the railway from Heckmondwike to Thornhill. (Engineer, 13 July 1866) 

Letter […] I wish to draw the attention of the directors of the L&YR to the practise, now becoming 

generally adopted, of putting third class passengers in first class compartments, when they neglect to provide 

sufficient accommodation for the former. One instance will suffice. On Sunday last I purchased a first class 

ticket from Burnley to Accrington. The compartment would seat six persons, but instead of six the guard 

forced twelve passengers upon us at Rose Grove. Some had to stand, while others occupied the knees of 

those who had been fortunate to obtain a seat. All the passengers, excepting myself, had purchase third class 

tickets. In this manner we had to travel from Rose Grove to Accrington by a train which stopped at every 

station, and occupied above thirty minutes in the journey. At Accrington I noticed fifteen empty carriages at 

one of the sidings, which might have been telegraphed for, and been at Rose Grove in ten minutes. I do not 

object to third class passengers enjoying a ride in a first class compartment, providing there is sufficient room; 

but I do object to having to purchase a first class ticket to ride at ease, and then carry a third class 

passenger on my knees for thirty minutes […] (Manchester Examiner, 18 July 1866) 
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On the morning of the 11th July the 930 train from Preston to Manchester, when near Hoghton, ran 

over a cow. The shock threw the guard’s van off the line, and the passengers were much shaken. 

The engineer whistled and blew off steam to frighten the animal off the rails, but it only ran directly 

before the engine, and was, of course, speedily overtaken. (Engineer, 20 July 1866, p.49) 

L&YR invite tenders for railway from Chorley to Cherry Tree. (Railway News, 21 July 1866) 

The L&Y are taking much more coal than the usual quantity to Goole for export to Rotterdam. 

(Engineer, 27 July 1866, p.74) 

August 
Mr Meek reports an expenditure of £200 to £300 will keep the Accrington viaduct safe until next 

year. Meanwhile he wishes to go on putting down cylinders without touching the top, at an estimated 

cost of about £5,000. (L&YR Minutes, 1 August 1866) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting on 8th August 1866. (Manchester Examiner, 2 

August 1866) 

The directors of the L&YR Company have decided on recommending to the proprietors at the next 

meeting to declare a dividend for the half-year ending 30th June last, out of the net revenue of the 

company, at the rate of 6 ¾ per cent per annum, less income tax. (Engineer, 3 August 1866, p.77) 

Colonel Yolland, Board of Trade inspector, has reported that an entirely new station is required at 

Preston. (Engineer, 3 August 1866, p.77) 

At Burscough Junction, East Lancashire Railway, on Wednesday morning a platelayer, named 

Shorrock, was knocked down and cut in two by an express engine. (? 3 August 1866, p.77) 

Damages to the extent of fifty pounds were on Saturday awarded at the Manchester Assizes to a 

manufacturer whose knee had been injured by a fall of a lamp from the roof of a L&Y Company 

carriage. (3 August 1866, p.77) 

L&YR directors report. (Railway News, 4 August 1866) 

[…] the L&YR have recently determined to work the incline between Victoria station and Miles 

Platting with the assistance of the electric telegraph on the block system. Five signal cabins have been 

put in provided with electric instruments for signalling the trains together with the usual outdoor 

signals. No. 5 cabin is at the bottom of the incline opposite the junction that leads into several docks 

(bay platforms) and No. 4 cabin is about 600 yards up the incline from No. 5 cabin. An LNWR train 

from Huddersfield stopped on the incline about 35 yards east of the station signal at No. 5 cabin in 

consequence of that signal and the distant signal worked from about the middle of the platform being 

at danger. The signalman at No. 5 cabin blocked the line by telegraph at No. 4 cabin and kept his 

distant and station signals at danger because the line in the station was blocked by two engines of a 

Southport train. No. 4 cabin then allowed an L&Y train to go past the cabin in spite of the line being 

blocked by telegraph. The instructions for working the traffic by the block system were directed to 

start on 16th July 1866 and they did so at No. 4 cabin until a week or so later when it was alleged that 

No. 5 cabin had let trains come down without “line clear”, since denied. The telegraph superintendent 

who signed the instructions was aware of the change and brought it to the notice of the station master, 

but nothing was done. It appears that the distant signal 440 yards up the incline from No. 5 cabin is 

rarely taken off and is regularly ignored by drives running past it when at danger […] (Accident 

report, 7 August 1866) 

The tender of Gregson, Alcock & Co., £24,479, accepted for the Heckmondwike and Thornhill line. 

(L&YR Minutes, 8 August 1866) 
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The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th August 1866. (Manchester 

Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 9 August 1866) 

The L&YR carried, in the half year, ending with June last, nearly 10,000,000 passengers an average 

distance of 8¾ miles. The normal rate of increase of traffic has averaged ten per cent for the last 

sixteen years. (Engineering, 10 August 1866, p.93) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 11 August 1866) 

Total cost of Oldham Central station, £7,587. Mr Meek’s estimate was £8,000. (L&YR Minutes, 15 

August 1866) 

Letter: Sir, In looking over the summary of “Recent Patents,” […] .I was particularly struck with the terms 

used in describing Mr Moore’s recently patented railway danger signals; as there appears to me, from the 

description given, to be a perfect similarity in every point betwixt the said signal and the one patented by 

Messrs Walls and Crompton, two enginemen, in the service of the L&YR Company, and their specification 

is dated 26th May 1862, No.1569. An experimental signal, according to this specification has been at work 

for some time in this district; and the company are so satisfied of its utility that four others are at present in 

course of construction by Messrs Hicks, of Bolton, to be erected at four several tunnels on their line. W. 

Laurie, Bolton, August 10th 1866. (Engineering, 17 August 1866, p.113) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station masters house and two cottages at Bamber 

Bridge; for the erection of a roof of timber and iron at Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 16 August 

1866; Manchester Examiner, 18 August 1866) 

A female 3rd class passenger by the L&Y Company’s line has just obtained £150 damages against that 

company for injuries sustained in a fall through the flying open a carriage door over which she was 

leaning. (Engineer, 17 August 1866, p.116) 

There was a great uproar at Bradford station early on Monday morning 13th August 1866 through 

the non-arrival of a train from Huddersfield to take up 600 excursionists to Wales. The train at last 

arrived at 6.00am instead of 1.30am after most of the excursionists had been wearied out and left, 

previously venting their feelings, rather alarmingly, against the manager of excursions. (Engineer, 17 

August 1866, p.116) 

L&YR statement of accounts. (Railway News, 18 August 1866) 

Shortly before three o’clock on Friday, 14th August 1866 a portion of the roof of Preston station fell 

in, with a tremendous crash. The condition of the station has been complained of for years, and 

Preston Corporation have time after time sought to induce the owners – the LNW and L&Y 

companies – to improve or remove it. It was the roof of the eastern side of the station that gave 

way. Glass was hurled in all directions, iron girders were thrown about, pieces of wood were torn in 

splinters, booking office windows were smashed, and a length of roof, measuring about forty yards, 

was completely demolished. (Railway News, 18 August 1866) 

Report of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 25 

August 1866) 

A part of the roof of the Preston station has fallen in. The condition of the station has been 

complained of for years, and the Preston Corporation have time after time sought to induce the 

owners, the LNW and L&Y Companies to remove or improve it. It was the roof of the eastern side 

of the station which gave way, hurling glass in all directions and throwing large iron girders upon 

seats generally occupied by passengers, tearing huge pieces of wood in pieces, smashing the booking 

office windows, and completely demolishing a portion of the roof, measuring about 40 yards in 



1860 - 1869 

436 

length. A woman was very badly cut in the hand, and a pointsman had a narrow escape. (The Builder, 

25 August 1866) 

The Bootle and Aintree branch opened 27th August 1866. The Dewsbury branch was opened for 

mineral traffic on the same day. (L&YR Minutes, 29 August 1866) 

Report of the dissatisfaction at Newton Heath with the railway accommodation, listing several 

points of concern. 

1st. That the fares between Newton Heath and Manchester are too high. 
2nd. That there are no third class return tickets issued at Newton Heath. 
3rd. That whilst in the morning there are three trains stopping at Newton heath in one hour, at other times 
of the day the stoppages are few and far between especially at night when the last train for Newton Heath 
leaves Manchester at 8.40pm thus compelling passengers who have business to Manchester at a late hour, or 
who arrive by late trains, to pay for some other mode of conveyance. 
4th. The objectionable mode of exit from the station for passengers from Manchester, which is down a steep 
flight of steps under the railway bridge, and up an uneven road which is unlighted in winter. (Manchester 
Examiner, 29 August 1866) 

September 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of refreshment rooms at Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 8 

September 1866; Manchester Examiner, 11 September 1866) 

Yesterday evening, Tuesday, 18th September 1866, and accident occurred to two passenger trains at 

Middleton Junction on the L&YR, about 8.30pm. The Bury train came into collision with the train 

coming to the station which was going to the branch line. The engine of the Middleton Junction train 

was upset, and the driver, William Chatterton, was severely injured. (Manchester Examiner, 19 

September 1866) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the roof at Accrington station. (Manchester Guardian, 24 

September 1866; Manchester Examiner, 29 September 1866) 

In the L&YR train alterations for October it was stated that Rifle Siding at Hightown would be 

closed on and after 29th September 1866. (Manchester Guardian, 28 September 1866) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a footbridge at Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 

Manchester Examiner, 29 September 1866) 

October 
Editorial: Steel Rails, paper by R Price Williams. Reference to L&YR. (Engineering, 5 October 1866, 

p.255) 

A heavy landslip occurred on the new line in course of construction between Huddersfield and 

Meltham on Monday week, at a cutting near Butternab, in Lockwood. The cutting, which on the 

lowest side was about ten yards deep, runs through a rocky soil, which had shown symptoms of 

slipping during the late rains. The upper part of the cutting is about forty yards high, and the lower 

side forms a kind of embankment. The earth on the upper side of the cutting gave way, coming 

down with a loud crash, and shaking the ground for some distance, filling the cutting, and driving 

away part of the lower side, and smashing some trees on the outer slope. Over a score of large 

pieces of rock came down the other side of the cutting. The foot of the bank that slipped was 

composed of a bed of slippery shale, which had become saturated with the late rains. It is estimated 

that several hundred tons of earth and rock have fallen. Some of the pieces of rock are three or four 

yards long, and almost as broad. (Engineering, 12 October 1866, p.255) 
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Smoking Carriages […] on the L&YR smoking carriages are provided on all trains. (Engineering, 19 

October 1866, p.293) 

An extraordinary explosion took place on Saturday last, on an engine on the L&YR. It had been 

fitted with a newly patented “smoke burner”, and two representatives of the patentee went out with 

the engine to observe its working […]. The gas from the coal was detained in the firebox by means 

of a large baffle plate, and becoming at last mixed in an explosive proportion with air in the upper 

part of the firebox, a violent gas explosion took place. The two persons referred to were blown 

from the engine, and one of them is not expected to recover, while the fireman was so injured that 

he died in the afternoon. The accident took place near Womersley station, about ten miles from 

Doncaster. (Engineering, 19 October 1866, p.301) 

Report that one man was killed and another seriously injured on the L&Y line on Saturday, 20th

October 1866 whilst trying smoke apparatus on a locomotive, when the apparatus blew up. 

(Engineer, 26 October 1866, p.311) 

Description of a method of communication between passengers and the guard, which has been tried 

on the Liverpool – Southport line of the L&YR and approved of by several of the principal officers. 

(Long report) (Engineering, 26 October 1866, p.325) 

In the L&YR train alterations for November it was stated that the 11.15am train from Liverpool to 

Southport would stop at Hightown Rifle Siding. (Manchester Guardian, 30 October 1866) 

November 
Report of an invention for communicating between guards and passengers has just been tried on the 

L&YR line near Southport. The signals employed are rockets, the discharge of which is placed under 

the control of the passengers. (Railway News, 3 November 1866) 

Dewsbury passenger station is far from being completed. (L&YR Minutes, 7 November 1866) 

The L&Y and the Lancashire Union Railways Joint Lines invite tenders for contract No.2. Boars Head 

to Adlington. (Manchester Guardian, 10 November 1866) 

The old footbridge across the river Irk from Long Millgate to Victoria station was partially, if not 

entirely, destroyed by the flood of the past week. (Manchester Guardian, 17 November 1866) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a twelve stall stable at Dewsbury. (Manchester Guardian, 

20 November 1866) 

December 
The L&YR invite tenders for a hoisting apparatus at the warehouse at Bacup. (Manchester Guardian, 1 

December 1866; Manchester Examiner, 8 December 1866) 

F. .A Mason of the L&YR has been appointed to the management of the Demerara Railway. (Railway 

News, 8 December 1866) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stables at Bacup and Halifax. (Manchester Guardian & 

Manchester Examiner, 15 December 1866) 
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1867 
January 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of 400 pairs of trousers for the Company’s servants.

(Manchester Examiner, 19 January 1867) 

The GNR are about to appropriate their old station in Wakefield Road, Bradford, to goods traffic 

solely. A curved branch, of nearly a mile in length, has been constructed from the GNR Company’s 

line at Bowling to the L&Y Company’s line near Mill Lane; and the trains of the GNR will, 

henceforth, run over this line to and from the station, which is now to be jointly appropriated by the 

two companies. (Engineer, 18 January 1867, p.72) 

A dreadful accident has occurred at the carriage department of the L&YR at Miles Platting. At 

10.30am yesterday, Monday, 28th January 1867, a body of men were at work on the hoist, sending up 

quantities of timber from the lower storey to the middle one. A wagon load had just been got on 

the level, and was about being pushed off, when two of the chains supporting the hoist snapped 

asunder and the men on the hoist table, timber and all, fell in one confused mess. The teak, which 

was in planks and boards, was much broken up, and several of the unfortunate men were completely 

buried under it. Three were picked out dead or in a dying state, and several others were found 

more or less hurt, some of them having sustained compound fractures, all of them suffering from 

shock. (Manchester Examiner, 29 January 1867; Engineer, 1 February 1867, p.114) 

Report of the inquest into the hoist accident at Miles Platting […]. (It was) his duty to work the 

hoist, upon a signal being given by the foreman below. On the occasion in question the signal was 

given by Edward Hall, and the wagon load of timber was drawn up from the lower to the middle 

storey […] just as the hoist had been raised to the full height – which was an inch above the exact 

level – that being the allowance he usually made for subsidence afterwards, the chain attached to the 

shackle suddenly snapped and flew into the air. Nine or ten men were on the hoist table at the time. 

The wagon sunk sideways, and the men and the timber were thrown to the bottom. He believed the 

hoist had not been used for a twelve month. He had always considered it able to bear any strain 

likely to be put on it. It was not his duty to determine what weight of loading should be hoisted up 

at one time. He had raised heavy loads before […]. Edward Hall, the foreman, said he was so much 

confused by the accident that he did not know how he got up to the middle floor where he found 

himself. He felt no jerk before the breaking of the chain […]. Robert Gardner, foreman in the 

timber department, said the wagon was constructed to carry five tons, and the four chains used in 

working the hoist would bear, as he reckoned, twenty tons […]. Charles Fay, superintendent in the 

carriage department, said the machinery had been tested for 14 or 15 tons. He also thought there 

was a slight flaw in the weld of the link […]. A millwright named Mason said it was his duty to 

examine the hoist every week. (Manchester Examiner, 30 January 1867) 

February 
Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting on 13th February 1867. (Manchester Examiner, 

6 February 1867; Manchester Guardian, 7 February 1867) 

The L&YR estimate that they will require up to June next £130,000 for land and works, and £70,000 

for providing additional rolling stock. (Engineer, 8 February 1867, p.119) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 13th February 1867. (Manchester 

Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 14 February 1867) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 16 February 1867) 
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The L&YR carried 51,386 passengers per mile worked during 1866 and the annual cost of 

maintaining the permanent way was £411 per mile with 81,510 trains per mile. There was an 

increase of £2,623 in traffic receipts on the L&Y for the week ending 15th February. (Engineer, 22 

February 1867, p.157) 

L&YR accounts. (Railway News, 23 February 1867) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of houses at Brownedge, Rufford, and Blague Gate. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 February 1867) 

March 
The authorities are about to adapt one of the arches of the L&YR as a slaughter house for foreign 

cattle landed at the Huskisson Dock, Liverpool. (Engineer, 1 March 1867, p.200) 

Report of the resumed inquest on the hoist accident at Miles Platting. William Fairbairn, in his 

evidence, stated that the platform of the hoist was 31 feet by 9 feet and he calculated that the entire 

weight and its loading to be about 14 tons. He measured the chains and ascertained their “breaking 

weight” to be 10½ tons […]. The four chains together would give a lifting power of four tons but the 

chains ought not to be used for more than a third of that weight. To raise a weight of 14 tons would 

give a pressure upon each chain of about five tons […]. The defect in the construction of the hoist 

was the absence of stays, or self-acting catches […]. There was no other way in use in pulling a 

carriage off, except by men moving it by their own force. The verdict […] severely censured the 

L&YR for not providing other and better arrangements for the safety of workmen engaged in this 

dangerous occupation. (Manchester Examiner, 2 March 1867) 

The 11.40am train from Manchester to Middleton on Friday, 1st March 1867 collided with a 

Yorkshire train whilst leaving Victoria station, Manchester Some passengers were shaken and the 

engine was derailed. Traffic was delayed for several hours. (Middleton Albion, 2 March 1867) 

[…] the tunnel (at Bowling Junction) was worked with a single needle telegraph by signalmen at each 

end of the tunnel. The block system has now been introduced. It was being done at the time of the 

accident, but the ordinary single instrument was still in use at that time. (Accident report, 7 March 

1867) 

The inquest into the accident at Miles Platting carriage works on Monday, 28th January 1867 

recorded that the four men lost their lives through the failure of a hoist. Following an examination 

by William Fairbairn the jury “considered that the chains of the hoist were not sufficiently strong for the 

purpose, and that the hoist ought to have been supplied with catches, or some other arrangement, whereby 

the hoist would not be dependent entirely on the chains at the time of loading, or unloading, when the men 

were on it; and they severely censured the L&YR Company for not providing other and better arrangements 

for the safety of workmen engaged in that dangerous occupation, for want of which appliances the deceased 

lost their lives.” (Engineer, 8 March 1867, p.222) 

At the No.2 Manchester Gas Works, Rochdale Road […] money and labour are saved in the matter 

of coal delivery by a line of rails from the L&Y system right into the gas works stores, where the 

wagons are discharged by means of a hoist, which accomplishes in five minutes what formerly took 

half an hour by hand labour. (Engineer, 15 March 1867, p.239) 

The Mytholm viaduct on the L&YR Holmfirth branch has been re-opened. (Engineer, 22 March 1867, 

p.249) 

On Friday, at Manchester Assizes, Mr Joseph Field, a manufacturer, of Middleton, made a claim for 

£791 damages against the L&YR Company, on account of an accident while a train on their line at 

Miles Platting on November 10th 1865. The tickets were being collected at the Miles Platting station, 
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when a train from Rochdale ran into the one in which the plaintiff occupied the last compartment of 

the last carriage. He was rendered insensible for a short time by the shock, and had to give up 

business, take medical advice, go to watering places, etc., in consequence of the concussion to the 

spine and brain. The jury reduced the claim to £600, and gave a verdict for the plaintiff. (Engineer, 22 

March 1867, p.249) 

April 
The contract for the iron work for bridges on the Heckmondwike branch awarded to J Cliffe & Co. 

£813-8-0d. (Minutes, 2 April 1867) 

Report of a dispute at Wigan between the L&YR and the LNWR over the closing of a footpath 

which the LNW claims as a right of way for its passengers and which the L&Y profess the right to 

stop up. (Manchester Examiner, 3 April 1867; Railway News, 6 April 1867) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Church; for alterations at Middleton 

Junction station; for alterations at Pendleton station. (Manchester Guardian, 6 April 1867) 

On Monday, 1st April 1867 Dewsbury had the appearance of a holiday, gay banners being hung out, 

and the streets being thronged by people wending their way to a handsome new station in Market 

Place, which forms the terminus of the new branch connecting the town with the main line of the 

L&YR. Many hundreds of persons took a trip to Wakefield or Mirfield and back. In the evening a 

dinner was given by the contractors at Mirfield station. (Railway News, 6 April 1867) 

On Wednesday morning, 3rd April 1867 the goods warehouse of the L&YR at Huddersfield was 

destroyed by fire. A large amount of valuable stock was burnt, and the damage is variously estimated 

at from £10,000 to £15,000. (Railway News, 6 April 1867) 

Dewsbury station has been opened and is being worked by a temporary staff. (Minutes, 16 April 

1867) 

S Pearson’s contracts in excess over tender sum; Mirfield station by £5,675-19-9d; three houses at 

Mirfield by £359 July 6d. These contracts now finished. (L&YR Minutes, 18 April 1867) 

The L&YR was fined 40/- at Wigan for obstructing a footway. The company anticipated this decision 

by removing the barriers but the proceedings have not benefited the LNWR as the road from Faggy 

Lane to the station still remains sealed, and proceedings of a different character will be requisite to 

test their right of road. (Railway News, 20 April 1867) 

The L&YR– its history and progress. Long article. (Railway News, 27 April 1867) 

The L&YR announce that Bispham station will be opened on and after 1st May 1867. (Manchester 

Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 30 April 1867) 

May 
A serious collision has recently taken place at the Pontefract station on the L&Y line – a heavy 

mineral train running into the afternoon passenger train from Goole to Leeds as it was crossing the 

points. The engine driver of the latter train, one of the oldest and most respected servants of the 

company, was killed, but none of the passengers were injured. The engine, which was detached from 

the tender by the collision, escaped along the line without any attendant, and was not captured until 

it reached the triangle at the entrance to the Leeds station. (Engineer, 17 May 1867, p.435) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of 2,600 tons of Bessemer steel rails. (Engineer, 17 May 1867) 

Two hundred cattle wagons to be fitted up in the usual way for the Whit Week passenger traffic, but 

the white wash first to be removed as completely as possible. (L&YR Minutes, 22 May 1867) 
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The L&YR advertise for sale from 2,000 to 3,000 tons of old double headed rails. (Engineer, 24 May 

1867) 

The death is announced of Mr James Audus, of Selby, one of the directors of the L&YR. Mr Audus 

was probably the oldest railway director in England, having been one of the original board of the 

Leeds and Selby Railway. He also promoted the formation of the Hull and Selby Railway. In 1826, on 

the opening of the Goole Canal, and the consequent decline of the shipping trade of Selby, Mr Audus 

commenced a rival coasting trade, and in 1830 he had eighteen schooners plying between Selby and 

London. He also built two iron steamers – the first which navigated the Humber – for the transit of 

passengers from Selby to Hull. (Engineer, 24 May 1867, p.478) 

At a Wharncliffe meeting to the LNWR Company a clause was agreed to confirming the joint 

ownership, with the L&YR Company, of the Fleetwood, Preston, and Carlisle (sic) Railway. It was 

stated that the LNW liability would be £65,000. Sanction was given to the construction of a new 

line, in conjunction with the Midland Company, from Huddersfield to Halifax. (Engineer, 24 May 

1867, p.478) 

The L&YR train alterations report that the Special Service Trains between Manchester and Bury, 

Market Place, would, on and after 1st June 1867 cease to run forward into Bury, Bolton Street 

station. It was also stated that Hightown Rifle Siding would be open for traffic on and after 1st June 

1867 for certain trains. (Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1867; Manchester Examiner, 31 May 1867) 

June 
Mr Emmett states that the whitewash comes off the cattle wagons more easily than he anticipated.

(L&YR Minutes, 5 June 1867) 

At a meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians held on Thursday, 6th June 1867 it 

was stated that, in view of the L&YR taking the workhouse premises, it would be inadvisable to 

make any large outlay upon the premises. (Manchester Guardian, 7 June 1867) 

A circular addressed to shareholders of the L&Y, GN, GE, and MS&L railways, urging the advisability 

of the four lines amalgamation upon equitable terms. (Engineer, 7 June 1867, p.509) 

In a Reform Demonstration which took place in Manchester on Saturday 1st June 1867 various 

branches of the National Reform Union attended including that from the L&YR workshops. 

(Middleton Albion, 8 June 1867) 

Mr Meeks estimate for rebuilding Denby Dale viaduct in stone £24,000, including land and 

everything. (L&YR Minutes, 26 June 1867) 

July 
Yesterday morning, Monday, 8th July 1867, an accident occurred at Victoria station which might have 

been attended with the most serious consequences. When the train, leaving Middleton at 10.10am 

came in, after passing Scotland Bridge, the breaksman had omitted to apply the brake, which is fixed 

there for the purpose of so checking the carriages that they shall run gently down the incline to the 

place appointed for their final stoppage. The consequence of this neglect was, that after the engine 

had been uncoupled as usual, the carriages, four in number, and occupied by passengers in most of 

the compartments, were hurried on with considerable velocity, and ran with some violence against a 

wagon standing against the buffers at the end of the line […]. The breaksman denied that he omitted 

to apply the brake and that the machinery had been out of order […]. On a trial being made the 

carriages were brought properly to a stand. (Manchester Examiner, 9 July 1867; Middleton Albion, 

13 July 1867) 
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On Monday, 15th July 1867 a train from Blackpool to Manchester was run into by a pilot engine as it 

was leaving the station, smashing a carriage and severely shaking many passengers. The accident was 

said to have been caused by the fireman of the pilot engine not applying the brake when approaching 

the train. (Middleton Albion, 20 July 1867) 

August 
On Tuesday an engine was on its way to Victoria station, Manchester, when it came into collision 

with two cattle trucks near the curve of the arch crossing Bury Street, Salford. By the violence of 

the concussion the buffer of the engine was broken off, and fell into Bury Street upon a woman 

named Martha Lee who was passing. The poor woman’s skull was fractured and she is not expected 

to recover. (Engineer, 2 August 1867, p.87) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 14th August 1867. (Manchester 

Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 7 August 1867) 

[…] it is desirable to introduce locking apparatus into cabins N.5 and No.6 near the entrance of 

Victoria station. There are seven signal levers, nine point levers and two bell levers in No.5 cabin and 

four signal levers, five point levers and one bell lever in No.6 cabin, all in constant use and it would 

be of great advantage to interlock the points and signals with one another to prevent the signalmen 

from lowering signals when the points are in the wrong position […] (Accident report, 8 July 1867) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the rebuilding of certain bridges on the Halifax branch railway from 

North Dean. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 10 August 1867) 

L&YR accounts. (Railway News, 10 August 1867) 

L&YR directors report. (Railway News, 10 August 1867) 

The passenger carriages of the L&YR are supplied with brake power more efficiently than those of any 

other company. It is the practise with certain of the branch passenger trains to bring them nearly to a 

stand about 120 yards from the entrance to Victoria station on the incline from Miles Platting. The 

engine is detached from the train by a treadle operated by the guard in his van immediately behind the 

engine. The engine runs forward to one of the station lines and the carriages under the control of the 

guard runs into a platform. This procedure applies only to the branch trains from Middleton, 

Stalybridge, Oldham, Bury and Rochdale, though it does occur 65 times daily. (Inspection Report, 10 

August 1867) 

Report of an accident on the Preston and Longridge Railway at Fulwood. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

August 1867) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of bridges over the Liverpool and Southport railway at 

Southport; for 400 pairs of trousers for the company’s servants. (Manchester Guardian, 13 August 

1867; Manchester Examiner, 17 August 1867) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 14th August 1867. (Manchester 

Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 15 August 1867) 

Some time since the L&YR, with the view of directly connecting their line with the timber docks at 

the north end of Liverpool, and also with the intention of relieving the over-crowded state of the 

main line by the continually increasing goods and coal traffic arriving at the Sandhills station, obtained 

Parliamentary powers for the construction of a new branch line between Aintree and Bootle. G 

Thompson contracted for the works, which have been in progress for the last three years. The new 

line, which is nearly five miles in length, has been, considering its limited extent, attended with 

formidable engineering difficulties, the excavations in some parts being very deep and heavy. The 

new line crosses over the Leeds and Liverpool Canal by a wrought iron bridge of seventy feet span, 
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and it the passes through Linacre on an embankment until it arrives at the Liverpool and Southport 

line, over which it is carried by a bridge a little south of Seaforth station. The embankment continues 

to the Seaforth and Crosby Road at Rimrose Bridge, over which the line is carried by another 

wrought iron bridge, and from this point it is continued across the Seaforth Valley by a long viaduct 

containing twenty two arches, until it arrives at Regent Road, on the eastern margin of the Mersey, 

which it again crosses by a large iron bridge on the skew and of 150 feet span. After thus passing 

over Regent Road, the line is continued to its terminus at Bootle, by a viaduct on an incline plane 

consisting of forty two arches and running parallel with Regent Road. The viaduct from the bridge at 

Regent Road to the terminus and intended station at Bootle is of unusually large dimensions, being 

five (sic) feet in width and containing four complete lines of railway, or two sets of double lines for 

the arranging and marshalling of trains. About eighteen acres situated on what was part of the fore-

shore of the Mersey has been re-claimed and made land by the contractors on behalf of the 

company. (Engineer, 16 August 1867, p.140) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 17 August 1867) 

September 
The L&Y and Lancashire Union Railways advertise for the supply of permanent way materials.

(Railway News, 7 September 1867) 

The L&Y and Lancashire Union Railways advertise for the supply of permanent way materials; 1,800 

tons of cast iron chairs; 150 tons of fish plates; 46,000 sleepers; 291,000 treenails; 100,000 keys; ? 

sets of switches; crossings; turntables. (Manchester Examiner, 11 September 1867) 

The re-built Accrington viaduct now completed. The tender of G Thomson, £5,700, accepted for 

works in Section “A” of the North Dean branch railway widening. Iron work on this line let to Messrs 

Fairbairn, £4,000. (L&YR Minutes, 11 September 1867) 

On Sunday last, 8th September 1867 Joseph Charlton, formerly of the L&YR, was buried at Barnsley 

Cemetery in the presence of from 100 to 150 of the officials and servants in the company’s employ. 

The deceased had been twenty years in the employ of the L&YR. He had the charge of the first 

engine and train which, on the 31st December 1849, took every station master and porter to the 

several stations between Barnsley and Wakefield. On the following day he had the charge of the first 

train which ran on the line. (Engineer, 13 September 1867, p.225) 

On Wednesday, 11th September 1867 a train of empty coal wagons travelling towards Bolton was 

near Bromley Cross when the driver, James Ramsbottom, went to the front of the engine to turn 

one of the screws. As he stood on the buffer the points at Bromley Cross caused the engine to jerk, 

throwing him forward onto the rails with the result that the train passed over him cutting his head 

off. (Middleton Albion, 14 September 1867) 

The L&YR have determined upon the widening of their passenger station at Tithebarn Street, 

Liverpool. The proposed absorption of some adjacent streets by the Corporation affording a good 

opportunity for effecting a change which has long been urgently demanded by the public. (Railway 

News, 14 September 1867) 

The L&YR have determined upon the widening of their passenger station at Tithebarn Street, 

Liverpool. (The Builder, 21 September 1867) 

October 
Report of a roof fall in Summit tunnel on 3rd October 1867. Traffic was suspended on the up line and 

transferred to the down line. (Manchester Examiner, 4 October 1867) 
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Yesterday morning, Wednesday, 9th October 1867 as the 8.55am passenger train from Bacup to 

Manchester was approaching Stacksteads station it came into collision with a goods train from 

Rawtenstall. Although engine met engine the consequence was far from being so serious as had 

seemed inevitable. The guard of the passenger train sustained serious contusions. Upon the mishap 

being telegraphed to the authorities at Victoria station, a message was sent to their district surgeon 

(at Accrington) to proceed to the spot and see that the injured passengers were properly cared for. 

The line was cleared within a few hours of the accident and in the meantime the passengers were 

taken back to Bacup in omnibuses. The cause of the accident appears as yet to be involved in some 

obscurity. There is only a single line of rails at this point in the journey. (Manchester Examiner, 10 

October 1867; Middleton Albion, 12 October 1867) 

On Wednesday morning, 9th October a serious collision occurred on the East Lancashire Railway 

section of the L&YR, near Bacup. The line from Rawtenstall to Bacup, a distance of four miles, is a 

single one, and contains many tunnels and curves. A passenger train from Manchester arrived at 

Bacup at 8.55am, and was in five minutes after despatched to Manchester. In the meantime a goods 

train had been despatched from Rawtenstall to Bacup, but was unable to reach the station before 

the passenger train had started out, and the result was that just as the passenger train emerged from 

Holt tunnel the luggage train ran into it, and a terrible collision ensued. Considerable destruction of 

property ensued, and a good many personal injuries, but fortunately no loss of life. (Engineer, 11 

October 1867, p.318) 

James Smithells of the L&YR has been appointed manager of the Caledonian Railway at a salary of 

£2,500 per annum. (Engineer, 18 October 1867, p.339) 

George Wilson has been appointed chairman of the L&YR in succession to the late Henry Wickham 

Wickham and Thomas Dugdale, formerly chairman of the East Lancashire Railway, has been 

appointed deputy chairman. (Manchester Examiner, 19 October 1867) 

It appears that the directors of the L&Y Company have unanimously elected Mr George Wilson, the 

deputy chairman of the board, in place of the late Mr Henry Wickham Wickham, MP, and at a 

subsequent meeting of the board Mr Thomas Dugdale, of Blackburn, was unanimously elected to 

succeed Mr Wilson as deputy chairman. (Engineer, 25 October 1867, p.359) 

November 
We find that the L&Y Company, during the last eighteen months, has paid £1,230,000 away in 

dividends of 6¾ and 6½ per cent, per annum on the old stock; but in the same time considerable 

additions have been made to capital account, amounting as follows: outlay upon new branches, 

£511,603; outlay on old lines and rolling stock, £517,033; total, £1,028,636. (Engineer, 8 November 

1867, p.403) 

The L&YR is applying to Parliament for powers to subscribe to the undertaking of the Hull Docks 

Company. (Engineer, 22 November 1867, p.453) 

A meeting was held in Tonge, Middleton, to discuss the propriety of the removal of the footbridge 

over the Middleton branch railway between Tonge Villa and Dane Mills. It was decided to request 

the railway company to remove the bridge. (Middleton Albion, 23 November 1867) 

Report of the decease of William Jenkins, locomotive superintendent, L&Y section. William Yates 

has been placed in charge of the workshops at Miles Platting. Consideration of a successor deferred. 

(Minutes, 27 November 1867) 

December 
Yesterday evening, Monday, 9th December 1867 an accident occurred to the 6.15pm LNWR train 

from Manchester to Leeds, a few minutes after leaving the Victoria station. It is the regular practise 
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to send an engine after every LNW train as far as Miles Platting to assist the train up the incline. The 

train was on this occasion followed by an engine; and after proceeding a short distance, a signal was 

put up against the train. The driver immediately shut off steam, and slackened the speed of the train; 

but the engine behind was not checked at the same time, and it ran with considerable force into the 

guard’s van. On arriving at Miles Platting, it was found, on inquiry, that all the passengers were able 

to proceed, though several complained of having been severely shaken. The guard, George Rogers, 

sustained a serious contusion on the head and was taken to hospital. (Manchester Examiner, 10 

December 1867) 

On Monday night a serious accident occurred at the Victoria station to the 6.15pm train to Leeds, 

on the LNW line. An engine ran into the guard’s van with such force that the guard was thrown 

against the end of the van. All except the guard were able to proceed on their journey. (Engineer, 13 

December 1867, p.495) 

On Sunday, 8th December 1867 a fire broke out in the lamp room at Victoria station which 

extended to the left luggage room. Here an explosion of gas took place, but fortunately without 

inflicting any serious personal injury. (Engineer, 13 December 1867, p.495) 

An extensive fall of earth has occurred in a deep excavation near Bolton on the L&YR line between 

Horwich and Hindley, completely burying four or five men. One of them has since died. (The 

Builder, 21 December 1867) 

On Friday, 20th December 1867 just before 10.00pm a fire broke out at the esparto sheds of James 

Wrigley and Sons at the goods station of the East Lancashire Railway at Bury. The alarm was raised, 

a hose was attached to a plug in the goods station yard and an attempt was made to put the fire out. 

About half an hour later the roof fell in and the flames gradually subsided. (Manchester Examiner, 23 

December 1867; Middleton Albion, 28 December 1867) 

Report of an accident on Friday, 27th December 1867 at the junction between Mirfield and 

Dewsbury between a goods train from Normanton and an express passenger train from Leeds to 

Liverpool. (Manchester Examiner, 28 December 1867) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station at Horwich. (Manchester Guardian & 

Manchester Examiner, 31 December 1867) 
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1868 
January 

Profile of John Hawkshaw. (Engineering, 10 January 1868, p.35) 

Resolved, that Mr Yates be appointed superintendent of the Indoor Locomotive Department at Miles 

Platting. That Mr Hurst be appointed Outdoor Superintendent of the Locomotive Department of the 

L&Y section for twelve months at £400 per annum. That Mr Jacques, Outdoor Superintendent of the 

East Lancashire Locomotive Department, be advanced from £230 to £250 per annum. (Minutes, 21 

January 1868) 

On the 19th September a train of the L&Y Company left the rails near Croston station, and Colonel 

Hutchinson states it arose from running a comparatively unsteady engine, “such as a tank must always 

be,” at a high speed on a road on which, owing to the want of complete fishing, there is considerable 

play in the rail joints. On the same line was also a collision at Bacup on the 9th October, which the 

official report states  “arose from a wrong understanding on the part of the guard; but had the proper 

regulations been in force for working this single line by means of a train porter it would have been impossible 

for the accident to have occurred”. As, however, no less than thirty six trains are worked over the line 

in the day, some of them at intervals of two minutes, he  considers that the line ought to be 

doubled. (Engineer, 24 January 1868, p.58) 

At the close of 1866 the L&YR had 437 locomotives. (Engineering, 24 January 1868, p.86) 

February 
On Friday last at the Halshaw Moor station on the L&YR a passenger train from Manchester had just 

left an adjoining tunnel and was entering the station when the boiler of the engine exploded. The 

driver received a severe cut on the head and was badly scalded. The engine, which was thrown off 

the rails, was an old one, and was only being used temporarily (Engineer, 7 February 1868, p.106) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting on 19th February 1868. (Manchester Guardian 

& Manchester Examiner, 12 February 1868) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 19th February 1868. (Manchester 

Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 20 February 1868) 

The cost of working the L&YR in 1867 was at the rate of 46½% of the traffic receipts. The cost of 

locomotive repairs per train mile run was 2.55d. The amount expended last year in the repair of the 

rolling stock was about 10% of its cost. The expenditure per train mile run on the L&YR for 

locomotive repairs and maintenance of way was 7.91d as compared with 8.00d per mile on the 

LNWR; 7.97d per mile on the Midland; 8.69d per mile on the GN; and 7.20d on the MS&L. 

(Engineer, 28 February 1868, p.164) 

Notice of the death of John Herapath. (Engineering, 28 February 1868, p.186) 

The L&YR expended 7.91d per mile for locomotive repairs and maintenance of way. (Engineering, 28 

February 1868, p.186) 

March 
On Wednesday, 25th March 1868 the 5.15pm train from Bacup was approaching Stubbins when it ran 

into a stone train. Owing to the snow and mist at the time the passenger train driver was unable to 

see the distant signal, which was protecting the stone train, until within a hundred yards of the train 

and before he could reduce the speed, his engine crashed into the standing train. (Middleton Albion, 

28 March 1868) 
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April 
The public are respectfully informed that the New Bailey Street station, Salford, will be closed from 

12.00pm on Friday, 3rd April 1868 until 9.00am on Saturday, 4th April and no trains either to or from 

Victoria station will stop at New Bailey Street station between the above hours. The 6.15am and 

7.55am trains on Saturday, 4th April from New Bailey Street to Bury, Accrington, Burnley, etc., will 

start from Victoria station and all through trains from or to Victoria station will stop at Oldfield 

Road station for the accommodation of the passengers and parcel traffic which would otherwise be 

dealt with at the New Bailey Street station, on Saturday morning between the hours of 6.00am and 

9.00am. All persons found trespassing upon the line or other premises of the company will be 

prosecuted according to the law. (Manchester Guardian, Manchester Examiner, 3 April 1868) 

The L&Y and Lancashire Union Railways invite tenders for the construction of four road-side stations 

between Cherry Tree and Chorley and three between Adlington and Boars Head. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 April 1868) 

The timber bridge over the river Douglas at Rufford reported to be “becoming dangerous” to be 

renewed in wrought iron by Fairbairn Engineering Co. estimated cost £1,800. (L&YR Minutes, 22 

April 1868) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of between 5,000 and 10,000 tons of double headed iron rails, 

guaranteed for seven years. (Manchester Examiner, 2 May 1868) 

150 cattle wagons to be fitted up in the usual way for the Whit Week passenger traffic. (L&YR

Minutes, 6 May 1868) 

A special meeting of the shareholders of the L&YR Company has been called for the 20th instant for 

the purpose of considering their pending Parliamentary measures, the principal of which is one to 

empower the company to subscribe to the Hull Docks. It is not unlikely that this scheme may be 

strenuously opposed by the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce, as some inducements have been 

lately held out by the railway companies to send goods to the Continent via Hull, and much ill feeling 

has been occasioned thereby. (Engineering, 8 May 1868, p.448) 

A siding to be provided at Bury for the Wigan Coal and Iron Company’s traffic, but “that they be not 

informed that they are to have the exclusive use of it”. (L&YR Minutes, 13 May 1868) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 20th May 1868 to sanction certain bill before 

Parliament. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 21 May 1868) 

The L&YR is about to give out an order for 10,000 tons of rails. A guarantee of quality for seven 

years is required. (Engineer, 22 May 1868) 

A special meeting of the shareholders of the L&YR Company has been called for the 20th instant for 

the purpose of considering their pending Parliamentary measures, the principal of which is one to 

empower the company to subscribe to the Hull Docks. It is not unlikely that this scheme may be 

strenuously opposed by the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce, as some inducements have been 

lately held out by the railway companies to send goods to the Continent via Hull, and much ill feeling 

has been occasioned thereby. (Engineering, 8 May 1868, p.448) 

A man and a horse were killed on Monday at a level crossing of the L&YR near Bolton. (29 May 

1868, p.389) 

The L&YR order for rails it is understood has been placed with the Darlington Iron Co. (Engineer, 

29 May 1868, p.402) 
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June 
Report that Strangeways Gaol was almost complete and that prisoners from New Bailey Prison 

would be transferred shortly. (Manchester Guardian, 17 June 1868) 

(It was recommended that) all the signals and points connected with the junction (at North Dean) be 

worked from an elevated signal box and that all the points of all sidings and crossings connected with 

the main line and all signals controlling the sidings be worked from the same hut and that they be 

arranged on the locking principle. (Accident report, 19 June 1868) 

A man and a horse were killed on Monday at a level crossing of the L&YR near Bolton. (Engineer, 29 

May 1868, p.389) 

On Monday morning the Southport train arriving at Bolton got off the rails as it was proceeding 

under the first arches. The tender and two of the first carriages were, after some difficulties, got on 

to the line again with the assistance of a strong body of men; but one of the lines of rails was 

blocked up for about three hours. (Engineer, 26 June 1868, p.467) 

The Southport and Wigan railway was the scene of a serious collision on Saturday morning, in which 

a carriage and van were smashed to fragments, but the loss of life or damage to the person was 

averted by the presence of mind of a driver. One of the trains carried excursionists; the other was 

an ordinary passenger train. The passengers in the last named train had a very narrow escape. 

(Engineer, 26 June 1868, 467) 

A special train from York to Bolton ran up to North Dean station on Friday, at the time a goods 

train was being shunted from the Halifax branch line across the main line. The driver of the special 

saw his danger as soon as he emerged from the Elland tunnel, but he was too near to avoid a 

collision, and he ran into the goods train smashing the four wagons, and scattering the goods in all 

directions. Fortunately none of the passengers in the special were seriously injured. (Engineer, 26 

June 1868, 467) 

July 
The telegraph committee met yesterday, Monday, 6th July 1868 and reported that agreements had 

been come to with several railway companies and that there was every possibility of similar 

agreements being made with others, including the L&YR. The most important clauses of the 

arrangement are that each company is to have its own system of telegraph […] independent of the 

Post Office telegraphs, and that the Post Office are to have a perpetual way leave over railway lines, 

the railway companies erecting and maintaining all wires and poles on the railway, and the Post 

Office paying for those belonging to them on terms to be agreed upon or settled by arbitration. 

(Manchester Examiner, 7 July 1868) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations in the areas of Manchester, Oldham, Bury, Wigan, 

Todmorden, Mirfield, Bradford, Holmfirth, Dewsbury, Wakefield, Knottingley, Askern, Blackburn, 

Accrington, Bacup, Liverpool, Waterloo and Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 11 July 1868; 

Manchester Examiner, 18 July 1868) 

On Saturday, 4th July 1868 a cricket match was played at Middleton cricket ground between two 

elevens from the L&YR audit office. The passenger section beating the goods section by 38 runs. 

(Middleton Albion, 11 July 1868) 

Yesterday morning, Tuesday, 14th July 1868 one of the largest engines running on the L&YR

exploded in a tunnel near Sowerby Bridge station and two men, John Perry, the driver, and 

Frederick Thistlethwaite, the stoker, both of Liverpool, were badly scalded, William Hargreaves, the 

guard, of Preston, was knocked down. The heavy luggage train from Huddersfield to Liverpool had 

reached Sowerby Bridge shortly after 6.00am where a few wagons were added and the engine took 
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water. The train had well entered the tunnel when the boiler exploded and the engine was torn to 

pieces. Some platelayers a few hundred yards distant in the tunnel were knocked down by the 

concussion. (Manchester Examiner, 15 July 1868) 

August 
The L&YR goods warehouse at Huddersfield was totally destroyed by fire on Sunday, 2nd August 

1868. It was destroyed last year also. (Engineer, 7 August 1868, p.97) 

Continuous Brakes. (Engineering, 7 August 1868, p.128) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 19th August 1868. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 August 1868) 

The report of the L&YR directors has been issued, and states that the balance of revenue applicable 

to payment of dividend is £440,093; and out of this the proprietors are recommended to declare a 

dividend at the rate of 6¾ per cent, per annum, less income tax, payable on the 1st September next, 

and to carry forward the balance of £11,684 to the next half year’s account. The gross increase of 

traffic for the half year is £52,218, which has been earned at an addition to the working expenses of 

£13,128. The permanent way, stations, buildings, canal, and other works of the company have been 

maintained in good condition, and the rolling stock has also been kept in good working order. The 

expenditure on capital account has been small, and has been kept within the amount voted for this 

purpose at the last half yearly meeting. The directors propose to take authority to expend on this 

account during the current half year, a sum of £70,000, which they think will be sufficient to meet 

the requirements of the company for the extension of station accommodation and additional rolling 

stock. (Engineering, 14 August 1868, p.156) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 19th August 1868. (Manchester 

Guardian & Manchester Examiner, 20 August 1868) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of from 2,000 to 5,000 tons of double headed iron rails, 

guaranteed for seven years. (Manchester Examiner, 22 August 1868) 

The L&YR announce that passengers from Todmorden, Bolton, Oldham, Ashton and intermediate 

stations to Middleton and return would be booked for a single fare on the day of the Middleton 

Agricultural Show to be held on Thursday, 17th September 1868. (Middleton Albion, 22 August 

1868) 

Letter complaining that from Oldham to Manchester one could obtain a weekly contract for 1s 6d, 

but between Middleton and Manchester the cost amounted to 4s 0d. Why could not Middleton 

travellers benefit from a similar arrangement as those from Oldham? (Middleton Albion, 22 August 

1868) 

The tender of T Longley & Sons, £2,214-11- 0d, accepted for joint goods offices at Leeds. (L&YR

Minutes, 26 August 1868) 

On the Wednesday, 26th August 1868 of the Middleton wakes holiday there was a train to Belle Vue, 

Manchester, consisting of eighteen carriages but only about one hundred passengers. Excuses for 

such a low turnout were the fact that some mills commenced work that day and the inclemency of 

the weather. (Middleton Albion, 29 August 1868) 

September 
Mr Fay and Mr Newall to report the cost of boxing off an end compartment on every third class 

carriage for the use of smokers, as required by Act of Parliament by October next. (L&YR Minutes, 

1 September 1868) 
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The number of passengers carried on the L&YR for the half year ending 30th June 1868 was 

10,753,304: 88,000 more than the LNWR. (Engineer, 4 September 1868, p.198) 

The cost of boxing off one third class compartment for smokers will be £2 October 0d per carriage. 

But if the directors will allow two compartments to be set apart for them no expenditure will be 

necessary as the carriages are open through to the extent of two compartments only. Approved. 

(L&YR Minutes, 9 September 1868) 

Mr Thorley reports that Mr Hewlett, manager of the Wigan Coal and Iron Company, positively 

declines to pay 1d per ton proposed to be charged for special services at the company’s siding at 

Southport, alleging that it is contrary to some understanding come to with Mr Smithells, to be 

altogether denied. When the occasion arises, Mr Thorley to draw the attention of the Coal and Iron 

Company to the want of full loads. All steps toward providing them with accommodation at Bury to 

be suspended. (L&YR Minutes, 16 September 1868) 

The L&YR Company, which is well known as a remunerative company, has in the course of 

completion several important branches which will add greatly to the convenience of its passengers, 

and will no doubt swell the coffers of its shareholders. The most important of these branches is the 

one between Thornhill and Heckmondwike, which will cut off an angle, not very pointed, it is true, 

but one which causes great delay to the traveller, who wishes to reach Wakefield or Dewsbury 

from Bradford. The new branch will also open up a convenient communication with the main line 

from Normanton to Lancashire on the one hand, and Bradford and the south on the other. The 

Cleckheaton branch has its terminus at Bradford, and thence runs to Mirfield, where it puts the 

traveller in communication with the main line. Passengers wishing to travel from Bradford, 

Cleckheaton, Liversedge, and intermediate stations to Wakefield having at all times is shunned by 

the traveller on account of the delays and changes which it incurs. In addition to opening up a direct 

route from Dewsbury to Heckmondwike it will provide a ready transit for goods and passengers 

which are to be met with on the populous Cleckheaton Valley up to Wakefield. Another – and 

perhaps the most important – result will be the advantages conferred by a practicable route from 

Barnsley, Wakefield, Dewsbury, and other towns to Bradford, which is known as the principal seat 

of yarn and stuff manufacturers and by the late award of the Boundary Commissioners it will be the 

nomination place for the mid or eastern division of the West Riding.  

The new branch is carried out of the main line, on the western side of the Thornhill Lees station, so 

as to escape a number of low sloping hills which abound between the Batley and Cleckheaton 

valleys. Passing on for a short half mile, the line reaches the river Calder, which is bridged, and 

Ravenswharf, near to where a station for goods and passengers will be erected, provision for sidings, 

etc., being already made. At this point the most difficult part of the route is encountered, the road 

being bridged for some distance along a number of neat looking arches. It then passes through a 

portion of the park belonging to B G Greenwood, Esq. so well-known as a West Riding magistrate, 

and thence, on a level tract of country, which offers little or no engineering difficulties, to a point on 

the Cleckheaton branch on the south side of the Heckmondwike station. The permanent road is 

nearly laid up to the boundary of the Dewsbury borough. The line, which is about three miles in 

length, is expected to be ready for opening about the latter end of the present or the beginning of 

the New Year. A new branch line has also recently been opened for traffic from the village of 

Meltham, a busy populous place, where increasing inhabitants are employed in the woollen trade, to 

Huddersfield, a distance of six or seven miles. The Halifax branch has been doubled, whilst in 

Lancashire several new additions are being made which promise to add greatly to the company’s 

revenue and to the convenience of their numerous passengers. (Engineer, 25 September 1868, 

p.236) 

L&YR extensions. Report from the Railway News. (Manchester Examiner, 29 September 1868, 

unreadable) 
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The L&YR are to open Smithy Bridge station on 1st October1868. (Manchester Examiner, 30 

September 1868) 

October 
At a meeting of the L&YR directors on Wednesday, 30th September 1868 it was resolved “that the 

directors of the L&YR Company wish all officers and men in their employment, who possess the 

elective franchise, to know that they are at full liberty to act in accordance with their own opinions, 

and that the votes they will give will not in any way prejudice their position in the company’s 

service”. (Manchester Examiner, 3 October 1868)  

Iron handles to be fixed to goods breaks using the incline at Salford “for men who are obliged to ride 

upon the buffers to hold on by”, Cost £75-14-0d, 2/- per van. (L&YR Minutes, 13 October 1868) 

Excavation at Sandhills was necessary to carry out the re-arrangements of sidings authorised some 

time ago, and Mr Meek arranged with Mr Thomson to do the work. (L&YR Minutes, 21 October 

1868) 

November 
Report of an accident at Oldfield Road station, Salford, on Saturday, 31st October 1868. (Manchester 

Evening News, 2 November 1868) 

Foot-warmers to be provided without delay in the first class carriages. (L&YR Minutes, 10 November 

1868) 

Yesterday morning, Friday, 20th November 1868 a serious accident occurred at Victoria station. The 

interior of the roof of the station is at present being painted, and shortly before 9.00am a portion of 

the scaffolding upon which the painters stood gave way. Four men fell to the ground, a distance of 

about fifty feet. (Manchester Examiner, 21 November 1868) 

December 
At the end of 1867 the L&YR had 455 locomotives. (Engineering, 4 December 1868, p.501) 

The Wigan Coal and Iron Company want the yard paving at Bury at a cost of £110, and they will pay 

a rent of £50 a year. They are on three months’ notice. (L&YR Minutes, 17 December 1868) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an iron bridge at Halshaw Moor station; also for the 

extension of the station. (Manchester Guardian, 19 December 1868) 

Mr Holt, assistant secretary of the L&YR failed to achieve the post of secretary of the MR. 

(Engineering, 25 December 1868, p.572) 

On Saturday, 19th December 1868 some coal wagons, which had run away from Stacksteads, ran 

into an engine taking water at Rawtenstall causing the regulator to move and start the engine, but 

the brake being on it did not get as far as Bury. A second engine was sent to remove the first but 

the night being dark it was not seen until it was struck by the second engine throwing the tender of 

the first off the line. (Middleton Albion, 26 December 1868) 

The tender of J D Nowell, £1,230, accepted for improvements at Halshaw Moor station. (L&YR

Minutes, 30 December 1868) 
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1869 
January 

Mr Watts has visited the bridge near Blackburn which recently gave way. He is of the opinion that the 

span, 75 feet, was too great for cast iron girders, which should not be used over thirty feet span.

(L&YR Minutes, 2 January 1869) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a station at Black Lane; for the construction of 

stations and houses at Hilton House and Dicconson Lane. (Manchester Guardian, 7 January 1869) 

Few small towns in England have increased more rapidly in area, population, and commercial 

importance than Southport, and few have felt more the want of extensive railway accommodation. 

The town has no direct communication with the wealthy and populous Midland Counties, nor has it 

any with the south, and even its means of communicating with the north are imperfect and 

unsatisfactory. The L&YR Company have not hitherto shown much readiness to meet the 

requirements of the Southport public; but it is stated that they are now willing to meet their views 

as far as possible. A meeting of the leading citizens has been held under the presidency of the Mayor 

of Southport (Mr Alderman Boothroyd), at which the alleged grievances were fully discussed, and 

the following resolution passed; “That it is desirable that greatly improved facilities for the conveyance of 

passengers and goods be obtained on the lines of railways now running into Southport.” – “That it is 

desirable to obtain additional and direct railway communication with the most important towns of the 

country,” – “That a committee be formed to carry out these objects.” (Engineering, 29 January 1869, p.82) 

A project is on foot by the inhabitants of Southport, the well-known watering place in Lancashire, to 

obtain better railway facilities than the town has hitherto possessed. A large and influential meeting 

has been held under the presidency of the mayor of that town, at which resolutions were passed 

and a committee formed to obtain additional and more direct communications with the most 

important towns in the country. A large number of complaints were stated at the meeting, showing 

the great delay which had to be encountered in reaching Southport from the principal towns in the 

country. The mayor stated that the present railway service between Southport and Liverpool, 

Southport and the north, Southport and Yorkshire, was imperfect and unsatisfactory, whilst with 

regard to the north traffic the town would almost be as well off if it did not exist at all. It was stated 

that if a person left Southport for Preston in a first class train he would reach his destination in no 

less than forty five minutes, but if he travelled by a third class train it would take him from an hour 

and ten  minutes to an hour and a half. To reach St Helen’s it took an hour and a half in a first class 

train, and to Warrington three hours and half, or eight hours and ten minutes for the return 

journey. To Bradford it took four hours to accomplish the distance, and the ride to Manchester 

took one hour and ten minutes. One of the speakers said that an interview had been had with the 

chairman and others of the L&Y Company, and they had received a promise that they would do all 

they could for Southport, particularly with regard to third class arrangements. Replies were read 

from the above company in answer to the complaints, which will no doubt be attended to. 

(Engineer, 29 January 1869, p.92) 

February 
Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting on 17th February 1869. (Manchester Guardian, 

11 February 1869) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 17th February 1869. (Manchester 

Guardian & Manchester Evening News, 18 February 1869) 
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The L&YR have decided that £50,000 be authorised to be raised in connection with the expenditure 

on the Hull Docks by the issue of new shares of £5 each, and entitled to the ordinary dividend of 

the company. (Engineer, 19 February 1869, p.131) 

Advertisement of the L&Y Waggon Company Ltd of Heywood. (Middleton Albion, 20 February 

1869) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 24th February 1869. (Manchester Guardian, 

25 February 1869) 

March 
In consequence of the depressed state of trade in some parts of Lancashire, the L&YR is putting 

some of its men engaged in the goods department upon short time. […] It has been decided by the 

directors of the L&YR Company that the company’s new branch line between Heckmondwike and 

Thornhill will be opened for traffic on the 1st April, and not on the 1st March, as was originally 

contemplated. (Engineer, 5 March 1869, p.180) 

[…] platelayers were engaged on renewing points, rails and crossings at the junction (at Todmorden) 

but the points had not been connected with the signal box. (Accident report, 7 March 1869) 

The L&YR have decided that £51,000 be authorised to be raised in connection with the expenditure 

on the Hull Docks by the issue of new shares of £5 each entitled to the ordinary dividend of the 

Company; Claim against the L&Y Company for injuries to a passenger received in August 1865. 

(Engineer, 26 March 1869, p.219)  

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations at Lightcliffe station. (Manchester Guardian, 30 March 1869) 

April 
The LNWR announce the opening of Leeds Wellington station on and after 1st April 1869. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 April 1869) 

It has been remarked by Physiologists, and those most intimately acquainted with the complex 

mechanisms of the human frame, that the wonder is – so many and various are the dangers to which 

he is exposed – not that a human being should die but that he should live even through the 

vicissitudes of a single day. Applying this remark to our railway system we may safely affirm, that the 

wonder is, not that accidents happen, but rather that they do not more frequently occur. We 

propose devoting a few pages to descriptions of Manchester railway stations and the system of 

signals to which we are so much indebted for our comfort and safety while travelling. We will start 

with the Victoria station. The reader will form some general idea of the immensity of traffic carried 

on there, by the fact that this station is a quarter of a mile in length, and that during every twenty 

four hours there are passing through, or despatched from its various platforms, no less than 350 

trains; when he further remembers that many of these trains pass across one set of metals to 

another, and that the least blunder on the part of the station master, inspector, foreman, guard, 

pointsman, or almost any one of the 200 servants employed at this station alone, he will  already 

begin to appreciate the fact with which we started that the wonder is not so much that accidents 

happen but that they are so rare. During these last three years and a half not one single accident of 

any serious importance has occurred at this station. We guard ourselves from stating that by extra 

precautions; by the confining exclusively luggage trains on one set of metals; by the invariable and 

compulsory use of Newall’s or Fay’s breaks; by a more efficient system of communication between 

guard, driver, and passengers the chances of accidents may not be rendered still more remote; but 

still we repeat that considering only a single generation of men have witnessed the existence of 

railway trains, it really is surprising to what comparative perfection the system has already arrived. 
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The constant anxiety, un-intermitted attention, unceasing vigilance, and continuous supervision 

which must be necessary to carry on the gigantic business of such a station as the Victoria may 

further be gathered, when we reflect that one single train, however small or insignificant, bungled 

over or mismanaged, is sufficient to throw into confusion a dozen others, and to cause that bête noir

of drivers and guards, serious loss of time and unpunctuality in the arrival of their trains but even to 

throw out of gear the working of the lines for the whole day. 

Victoria is a road-side station as well as a terminal station; that is to say it differs from the London 

Road station in this respect, that there are through trains – for instance, from Liverpool to Leeds, 

This necessarily entails extra and more varied labours. By way of example; the 2.20 train, which is an 

express from Liverpool to Manchester, is, on its arrival, immediately seized hold of by a legion of 

active, strong-backed functionaries, and at once undergoes the operation of “breaking up”. It arrived 

in all the locomotive dignity of an express, with few stoppages and at the rate of nearly 40 miles an 

hour; it takes its departure, not indeed curtailed of its dimensions, for it has other carriages 

attached, but as a mere ordinary, with lower fares, at a decreased speed, and pulling up at every 

station between Manchester and Leeds. From Liverpool to Manchester, 34 miles in one hour and 

five minutes, from Manchester to Leeds, 41 miles in two hours and forty minutes.  

There is another aspect in which Victoria differs from certain other stations. It is not a depot for 

goods’ trains – the goods’ stations of the LNW being at Liverpool Road, those of the L&Y at 

Oldham Road and Salford. Parcels are of course delivered at Victoria; and when we recollect what 

that implies at certain seasons of the year in the shape of hampers, game, and trifles of that kind; and 

when the reader is informed that the absence of a goods’ depot does not exclude the landing of 

horses at this station, nor of flab, he will see that there is a pretty considerable amount of business 

carried on in this single item even without the heavier goods. In fish alone during the herring season 

as many as fourteen, fifteen, even sixteen truck loads arrive in a day, the truck containing twenty 

barrels weighing from  2½ to 3 cwt each barrel. 

But at Victoria the chief business after all is passenger traffic. We have given the daily number of 

trains which arrive or pass through but there are certain exceptional occasions, Easter, Whitsuntide, 

and Christmas, when the number both of passengers and trains is liable to considerable increase. 

Whitsuntide is that in which all hands are most busy. The passenger standing on the main platform at 

Victoria, with his face turned from the refreshment room and other offices, will understand that he 

has not only more than one main line, but several smaller lines around him. The east end, or that to 

his right, is the L&Y: the west, the London and North Western. Also and facing him the East 

Lancashire section of the L&Y. From the first arrive and are dispatched trains to and from the 

principal manufacturing districts of Lancashire. Mr Blackmore is the district superintendent; Mr 

Aylesbury, assistant superintendent, and Mr Jackson is station-master for this section, that is to say, 

for the L&Y. To and from the second, are dispatched and arrive all trains from Liverpool, Chester, 

and Holyhead, Preston and the north, Leeds, Huddersfield, and the West Riding over their branches. 

Mr W Sutton is the district superintendent, and Mr J Thrower, the station-master. The GWR have 

running powers into this station, for which also Mr Thrower is responsible. While from the third are 

dispatched trains to the shorter districts of East Lancashire. Thus it will be perceived that while this 

large station is a “roadside” for through traffic from Liverpool to Leeds, it is a terminus for no less 

than four different lines; with an average daily booking of about 5,000 passengers. 

And here a reflection forces itself irresistibly on the mind. Many of our readers are old enough to 

remember what an outcry, what a wail of lamentation, what piteous forebodings were raised at the 

dawn of the railway era, about the hardships which would arise to the various trades and 

occupations; especially were horse dealers, horse drivers, horse keepers, horse tenders, and all the 

horsey world to suffer, nay horse flesh itself was to be a mere drug in the market. And all concerned 

in that noble animal were to go to the dogs. Well, and what is the result? Not only is horseflesh 

itself dearer, not only are there actually more horses required for subsidiary purposes connected 
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with railways, not only in the number of hands required and the families sustained ten times greater 

than all the stage coaches, post-chaises, waggons, vans, and flies could ever have required, but the 

business transacted in the conveyance of goods and passengers is more in one single day now than it 

was in the whole three hundred and sixty five, fifty years ago. Consider also the millions of money 

which have been invested, the enormous capital which has been created by the grandest 

“movement” of the nineteenth century, and following out the reflection, speculate on the enormous 

strength and wealth which must have accrued to the nation from what every system which was the 

bugbear of so many of our respectable progenitors, horsey and otherwise. (The Free Lance, 3 April 

1869) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 13 April 

1869) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a footbridge near Walton Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 15 April 1869) 

The L&YR Have changed the name of North Dean station to Greetland and Stainland Junction. 

(Engineer, 23 April 1869, p.287) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations at Bolton station. (Manchester Guardian, 26 April 1869) 

The public will be gratified to learn that the new line from Blackburn to Chorley, and thence to 

Wigan, is fast approaching completion. The distance from Blackburn to Chorley, as the crow flies. Is 

about nine miles; but at present the only way to reach the latter place by rail is to go to Preston by 

the L&Y line, change trains there, and proceed to Chorley by the North Union line, a distance of 

nineteen or twenty miles. The existing route from Blackburn to Wigan is equally circuitous. In 1864 

a number of coal owners in the Wigan district projected a line from Blackburn to Chorley and from 

Chorley towards Manchester on one hand and Liverpool on the other. As this scheme would have 

been antagonistic to both the LNW and the L&Y companies, an arrangement was come to, and in 

1864 an act was obtained sanctioning the construction of the lines between Blackburn and St Helens, 

by which communication with Liverpool was obtained. The L&Y company had a counter scheme for 

a part of the distance, that is, from Blackburn to Chorley, and the Parliamentary Committee passed 

that scheme with the condition that this Union Company might become jointly interested with the 

L&Y in that portion, and that the L&Y might, on application, become jointly interested with the 

Union Company in the other line between Adlington and Standish. The committee, therefore, 

passed so much of the Union Railway scheme as extended from Hindley to Chorley, and so much of 

the L&Y as reached from Chorley to Blackburn. The capital of this undertaking was £530,000. The 

works have been diligently prosecuted during the last three years, and there is every probability that 

before this summer is out trains will be running upon the new line. The distance from Chorley to 

Blackburn will be about ten miles. (Manchester Evening News, 26 April 1869) 

150 cattle wagons to be fitted up for the Whit week passenger traffic. (L&YR Minutes, 27 April 1869) 

Bill promoted by the L&YR Company for the purpose of gaining an extension of time for making 

branch lines at Brighouse and Clayton West has passed through a Committee of the House of 

Commons. (Engineering, 30 April 1869, p.284) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of fourteen cottages at Low Moor. (Manchester Guardian, 30 

April 1869) 

May 
During the past month several thousands of persons passed through Middleton Junction by rail for 

Liverpool, en route for the United States of America and Canada. Mainly Germans, they landed at 

Hull. In addition about two hundred persons, mainly factory operatives, have been forwarded by 

agents in Middleton, Rochdale and Oldham. (Middleton Albion, 8 May 1869) 
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The Huddersfield town council resolved “that the town clerk address a communication to the L&YR

on the part of this council, calling their attention to the insecure and unsatisfactory state of the 

Denby Dale viaduct…that the company be called upon to take immediate measures for the 

reconstruction of the viaduct in stone; and that, failing an assurance from them to that effect, a 

report be addressed to the Board of Trade, and such other proceedings taken as shall be requisite 

to effect the above object”. (Engineer, 21 May 1869, p.355) 

The L&YR have opened an office at Hull; the railway from Dewsbury to Heckmondwike will be 

opened on Thursday, 10th June 1869. (Engineer, 21 May 1869, p.365) 

Report on the railways on the L&YR at Thornhill. (Engineer, 28 May 1869) 

[…] there are signal cabins at each end of (Salford) station with telegraphic communication between 

them and the east cabin also communicates with the signal cabin at the west end of Victoria station. 

Telegraphic bells and gongs are rung from these cabins to give notice to the cabin in advance that a 

train is approaching. The east cabin has a down semaphore and a down distant, 390 yards from the 

semaphore […] (Accident report, 28 May 1869) 

With a view to the better transaction of business in Hull – a business which will probably increase 

after the opening of the Hull and Doncaster line, over which the L&Y has running powers – the 

L&YR Company has just taken offices at Hull. The L&Y Company’s branch line from Dewsbury and 

Heckmondwike is to be opened for traffic June 10th.  (Engineer, 28 May 1869, p.385) 

June 
The L&YR announce that on and after Tuesday, 1st June 1869 through carriages will be run between 

Birkdale and Manchester; by the 8.00am train from Birkdale and the 5.00pm train from Manchester 

only. (Manchester Guardian, 1 June 1869) 

The new loop at Thornhill on the L&YR will save twenty minutes in the journey time between 

Bradford and Wakefield. The train service from Bradford to Halifax has been increased from 18 to 

27 trains daily and 18 to 28 in return. (Engineer, 4 June 1869, p.393) 

A commencement has been made with new docks at Fleetwood. The plans in accordance with 

which the docks will be made, and which have been prepared by Mr Cox, CE, will involve an outlay 

of about £50,000. The docks will be about 600 feet long and 400 feet wide, and there will be a 23 

feet of water in the dock sill at high water with an ordinary spring tide. About 100 acres of Kirkscar 

Bay have been reclaimed, and in time, more waste land will be secured for cultivation. It is calculated 

that the docks, when completed, will be the means of bringing Fleetwood many cotton and timber 

laden vessels which now go to Liverpool. Mr Chambers, of London, is the contractor for the new 

docks. (Engineer, 11 June 1869, p.420) 

The first sod of the new Fleetwood dock was cut on Wednesday last amid great rejoicing. The dock 

will be 600ft long and 400ft wide. The depth of the excavations will be 16ft, but this will give 23ft of 

water from the dock sill at high water with an ordinary spring tide; and at neap tide vessels of 700 or 

800 tons burthen will be able to enter. Great improvements have been made by embanking above 

where the docks are to be formed. These improvements have been attended with considerable 

difficulty, and the embanking has been very costly. About 100 acres of Kirkscar Bay have been 

reclaimed, and more waste land will be gradually secured for cultivation. The new docks will be 

constructed of timber, not stone. The engineer is Mr Cox, and the contractor, Mr Chambers, both 

of London. (Engineering, 11 June 1869, p.388) 

A new loop line of the L&YR to connect Thornhill with Heckmondwike and the Cleckheaton branch 

has been opened for traffic. The new line, which is two and a half miles in length, leaves the 

Cleckheaton branch a short distance below Heckmondwike station, descending by a gentle incline 



1860 - 1869 

457 

the whole distance to Thornhill station, where it links itself with the main line. (Engineer, 11 June 

1869, p.420) 

The L&Y Company has paid up its unauthorised subscription of £50,000 to the Hull Dock Company 

and has received an allotment of share capital to that extent. (Engineer, 11 June 1869, p.420) 

The L&YR Company, which is well known as a remunerative company, has in the course of 

completion several important branches which will and greatly to the convenience of its passengers, 

and will no doubt swell the coffers of its shareholders. The most important of these branches is the 

one between Thornhill and Heckmondwike, which will cut off an angle, not very pointed, it is true, 

but one which causes great delay to the traveller, who wishes to reach Wakefield or Dewsbury 

from Bradford. The new branch will also open up a convenient communication with the main line 

from Normanton to Lancashire on the one hand, and Bradford and the south on the other. The 

Cleckheaton branch has its terminus at Bradford, and thence runs to Mirfield, where it puts the 

traveller in communication with the main line. Passengers wishing to travel from Bradford, 

Cleckheaton, Liversedge, and intermediate stations to Wakefield having at all times is shunned by 

the traveller on account of the delays and changes which it incurs. In addition to opening up a direct 

route from Dewsbury to Heckmondwike it will provide a ready transit for goods and passengers 

which are to be met with on the populous Cleckheaton Valley up to Wakefield. Another – and 

perhaps the most important – result will be the advantages conferred by a practicable route from 

Barnsley, Wakefield, Dewsbury, and other towns to Bradford, which is known as the principal seat 

of yarn and stuff manufacturers and by the late award of the Boundary Commissioners it will be the 

nomination place for the mid or eastern division of the West Riding.  

The new branch is carried out of the main line, on the western side of the Thornhill Lees station, so 

as to escape a number of low sloping hills which abound between the Batley and Cleckheaton 

valleys. Passing on for a short half mile, the line reaches the river Calder, which is bridged, and 

Ravenswharf, near to where a station for goods and passengers will be erected, provision for sidings, 

etc., being already made. At this point the most difficult part of the route is encountered, the road 

being bridged for some distance along a number of neat looking arches. It then passes through a 

portion of the park belonging to B G Greenwood, Esq. so well-known as a West Riding magistrate, 

and thence, on a level tract of country, which offers little or no engineering difficulties, to a point on 

the Cleckheaton branch on the south side of the Heckmondwike station. The permanent road is 

nearly laid up to the boundary of the Dewsbury borough. The line, which is about three miles in 

length, is expected to be ready for opening about the latter end of the present or the beginning of 

the New Year. A new branch line has also recently been opened for traffic from the village of 

Meltham, a busy populous place, where increasing inhabitants are employed in the woollen trade, to 

Huddersfield, a distance of six or seven miles. The Halifax branch has been doubled, whilst in 

Lancashire several new additions are being made which promise to add greatly to the company’s 

revenue and to the convenience of their numerous passengers. (Engineer, 25 September 1868, 

p.236) 

There have been great rejoicings at Fleetwood, the occasion being the cutting of the first sod for the 

new docks. The docks will be 600 feet long and 400 feet wide. The excavation will be only 16 feet by 

which 23 feet of water will be obtained from the dock sill at high water with an ordinary spring tide 

[…]. Above where the docks will be formed considerable improvements by embanking have been 

made. (The Builder, 12 June 1869) 

The gas burner in one of the first class carriages of a train from Bradford on Monday became 

disarranged, and the woodwork in proximity to the lamp caught fire. A lady was the sole occupant 

of the compartment, and although exceedingly alarmed, promptly adopted the best precaution she 

could to defend herself from the apparently imminent destruction of the lamp and spread of the fire 

by using the cushions as a shield, and attempting to stifle the flames. There were no means provided 
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in the carriage wherewith to communicate with the driver or the guard of the train, and in this 

predicament the unprotected lady was compelled to battle with the flames until the train reached 

Halifax, and, but that the train arrived at the place shortly after the bursting out of the flames, the 

consequences might have been fearful. At Halifax the officials were alerted, and the fire was speedily 

extinguished. (Engineer, 18 June 1869, p.427) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods shed and office at Liverpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 26 June 1869) 

July 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Clitheroe. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 July 1869) 

The L&YR have during the week added another important branch to their already existing lines by 

the opening of the new extension from Huddersfield to Meltham on Monday, 5th July 1869. The 

branch, although short, has been a very heavy undertaking, and has taken over five years to 

construct. Some time ago it was formally opened, but, owing to a large landslip in the 

neighbourhood of Lockwood, it had to be closed until the present week. The branch is intended to 

supply a long felt want to the inhabitants of Meltham, who are entirely engaged in the manufacture of 

sewing cotton. The route taken is attended with some difficulty. Several large eminences have had to 

be got through which has opened out some deep cuttings. There are no less than three tunnels on 

the route, which is about five miles in length. The line leaves what is known as the Dungeon Wood 

Junction, and passes over a very picturesque portion of country which cannot be surpassed in 

Yorkshire. The ascent from Lockwood to Meltham is very heavy the gradients varying from 1 in 60 

to 1 in 120. Five trains are advertised to run each way daily, except Sundays, when they are limited 

to two each way. The first sod was cut on the 4th April 1864 so that fully five years and three 

months has been spent on constructing the branch. (Engineer, 17 July 1869, p.17) 

For the Leeds Fair the L&Y Company booked, on Monday alone, no fewer than 3,500 passengers for 

Pontefract alone in addition to those for other places. (Engineer, 23 July 1869, p.49) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a waiting room at Clayton Bridge station. (Manchester Guardian, 29 July 

1869) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of three cottages at Meltham; and for two cottages at 

Freshfield. (Manchester Guardian, 31 July 1869) 

August 
The L&YR invite tenders for a new passenger station at Sough. (Manchester Guardian, 7 August 1869) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting on 18th August 1869. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

August 1869) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations at Heywood station. (Manchester Guardian, 16 August 

1869) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 18th August 1869. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 August 1869) 

The L&YR appears to contemplate an improved and permanent steam service from Fleetwood. 

(Engineer, 20 August 1869, p.128) 

The doubling of the North Dean to Halifax line nearly finished, the Shawforth branch expected to 

open in October. (Engineer, 20 August 1869, p.128) 
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The L&YR report that eleven locomotives have been replaced out of revenue, nineteen have been 

largely repaired and made equal to the new out of revenue, and nine others have been fitted with 

16ins cylinders instead of 15ins. (Engineer, 27 August 1869, p.152) 

The Lancashire Union Railway has been completed and duly inspected by Colonel Hutchinson, and 

will be opened for traffic early next month. It opens up an entirely new route from St Helens, 

through Wigan, to Chorley, thence to Blackburn. A direct entrance is thus afforded the LNW to 

Blackburn, and gives them the advantage of a new and shorter route to London. (Engineer, 27 

August 1869, p.152; Engineering, 27 August 1869, p.148) 

The Lancashire Union Railway has been completed and duly inspected by Colonel Hutchinson, and 

will be opened for traffic early next month. It opens up an entirely new route from St Helens, 

through Wigan, to Chorley, thence to Blackburn. A direct entrance is thus afforded the LNW to 

Blackburn, and gives them the advantage of a new and shorter route to London.  

September 
Tender of J Greenup recommended to be accepted for Primrose viaduct, near Clitheroe. (L&YR

Minutes, 8 September 1869) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Huddersfield. (Manchester Guardian, 16 

September 1869) 

The tender of Walker Stead, £2,500, accepted for new station and waiting shed at Clitheroe. (L&YR

Minutes, 22 September 1869) 

Tender of Fawcett & Sons, £4,910, accepted for a warehouse at Huddersfield. (L&YR Minutes, 29 

September 1869) 

October 
A sub-committee of the Manchester City Council Gas Committee in a report recommended two 

sites adjacent to the L&YR near Bradford Road for the new gas works. The proximity of the L&YR

on a higher level greatly influenced the decision. (Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1869) 

[…] the signal cabin (at Lostock Junction) has not yet been supplied with modern improvements in 

the shape of locking apparatus for working the points and signals. But the junction is protected by the 

usual home semaphore signals and by distant signals in each direction, that from Liverpool being 800 

yards from the cabin. The station is situated between the cabin and the distant signal. (Accident 

report, 8 October 1869) 

Report of a proposed new railway between Preston and Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 18 

October 1869) 

The L&Y and Lancashire Union Railways announce that the railway between Wigan and Blackburn 

will be open on and after Monday, 1st November 1869 for goods traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

October 1869) 

Report that the North Dean branch railway of the L&YR, single line since it was opened in 1844, was 

opened as a double line on Saturday, 23rd October 1869. (Manchester Guardian, 27 October 1869) 

On Tuesday, 26th October 1869 the goods shed at Heckmondwike was destroyed by fire. Blankets, 

carpets, and other goods to an estimated value of £20,000 were damaged. (Manchester Evening 

News, 27 October 1869) 
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The goods shed at Heckmondwike was destroyed by fire on Tuesday, 26th October 1869. The 

building was of two portions, one some years old and the other recently constructed. (Manchester 

Guardian, 28 October 1869) 

An accident occurred near Barnsley on the L&YR at Willow Bank sidings on Wednesday, 27th

October 1869. (Manchester Evening News, 28 October 1869) 

A destructive fire occurred on Tuesday in the goods department of the L&YR station at 

Heckmondwike. Its origin is attributed to an escape of gas by the men employed in repairs. The gas 

had filled the warehouse, and the workmen were testing the joints to detect the point of escape, 

when, it is believed, the gas lighted and caught the loose straw lying about. The straw was so dry 

that the flames spread rapidly, and in about a quarter of an hour the roof was burnt and fell in. Great 

damage was done to the carpets and corn, which were stored in the warehouse and the total loss is 

estimated at £20,000. (Engineer, 29 October 1869, p.290) 

November 
The portion of the Lancashire Union Railway intended more directly to connect Liverpool with the 

manufacturing districts of Lancashire was opened on Monday for merchandise traffic, and by this 

additional link Liverpool will be brought into closer communication than it has hitherto been with 

the industrial portion of the county, more especially with the coal fields in the north eastern 

districts. The new line joins the L&Y and also the LNW railways at their Wigan station respectively. 

From Wigan the new line takes the direction of Chorley, which has hitherto been only brought into 

imperfect connection with the Lancashire railway system. It thence traverses a rich and densely 

populated mineral and manufacturing locality, until it arrives at Blackburn, where, for the present, it 

will have its terminus, although the line is ultimately to be extended to the extreme part of the 

north eastern division of the county. The coal and manufacturing products of Lancashire will thus be 

brought within easier distance of Liverpool by means of the two great railway systems with which 

the line will be connected. (Engineer, 5 November 1869, p.299) 

The portion of the Lancashire Union Railway intended more directly to connect Liverpool with the 

manufacturing districts of Lancashire was opened on Monday for merchandise traffic, and by this 

additional link Liverpool will be brought into closer communication than it has hitherto been with 

the industrial portion of the county, more especially with the coal fields in the north eastern 

districts. The new line joins the L&Y and also the LNW railways at their Wigan station respectively. 

From Wigan the new line takes the direction of Chorley, which has hitherto been only brought into 

imperfect connection with the Lancashire railway system. It thence traverses a rich and densely 

populated mineral and manufacturing locality, until it arrives at Blackburn, where, for the present, it 

will have its terminus, although the line is ultimately to be extended to the extreme part of the 

north eastern division of the county. The coal and manufacturing products of Lancashire will thus be 

brought within easier distance of Liverpool by means of the two great railway systems with which 

the line will be connected. (Engineering, 5 November 1869, p.301) 

The North Dean branch of the L&YR, which, since 1844 has been a single line, has been opened as a 

double one. The branch was constructed in 1844 by Thomson & Co. of Liverpool, and it was then 

the only railway into Halifax. The branch is little over a mile long. About ten years since Messrs 

Thomson again commenced operations with a view to double the line, and the works, which are of a 

very heavy character, have been pushed on with vigour. The tunnel at Salterhebble has been 

duplicated, and rickety wooden bridges over the Calder Canal and the turnpike road at Calder and 

Hebble have been replaced by handsome iron ones accommodating a double line of rails. The branch 

has an incline towards North Dean of 1 in 45; great precautions have been taken to secure its safe 

working. (Engineer, 5 November 1869, p.310) 
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The Lancashire Union Railway was opened on Monday, 1st November 1869 for goods traffic. 

(Engineer, 5 November 1869, p.299) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations at Nelson station; for the construction of a footbridge and a 

waiting shed at North Dean station. (Manchester Guardian, 6 November 1869) 

The Salford Improvement Act will include a clause for the widening of New Bailey Street and the 

removal of the railway bridge pillars. (Manchester Evening News, 9 November 1869) 

Tender of G Thomson, £240, recommended for acceptance for waiting shed at North Dean. Also that 

of A Mackie Child, £436-4s-0d, for additions to Darton, Haigh, and Crigglestone stations. (L&YR

Minutes, 17 November 1869) 

Mr Newall’s division has no cattle wagons without buffers; Mr Fay’s division has about 100. 

Suggested that in arranging trains, cattle wagons with and without buffers be placed alternately to 

lessen any shock. (L&YR Minutes, 17 November 1869) 

LNWR line to Bootle. (Engineering, 19 November 1869, p.337) 

L&YR to abandon powers with respect to a portion of the Ripponden branch. (Engineering, 19 

November 1869, p.342) 

Rail crossing by Price Williams now used on L&YR. Illustrated and described in May last. 

(Engineering, 19 November 1869, p.342) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Heckmondwike. (Manchester Guardian, 

23 November 1869) 

The contract for the waiting shed at North Dean re-let to G Horsefield, £310. (L&YR Minutes, 24 

November 1869) 

Tender of Mr Pearson, £3,179, accepted for two warehouses at Heckmondwike. (L&YR Minutes, 1 

December 1869) 

December 
The L&Y and Lancashire Union Railways announce the opening, on and after Wednesday, 1st

December 1869, of the railway to the public. (Manchester Guardian, 1 December 1869) 

The Lancashire Union Railway was formally opened yesterday, Wednesday, 1st December 1869. The 

first sod was turned on 31st July 1866, and, though it was not opened for passenger traffic until 

yesterday, it has been carrying the goods traffic of the mining district through which it passes for 

some time […]. From St Helens it proceeds by Garswood and Brynn to its junction with the L&Y 

line at Springs Junction; thence it proceeds in an easterly direction through Hindley, and, by Kirklees 

Hall Ironworks, to a point where it forms a junction with the joint line between Boars Head and 

Redrock. From the line proper there is a branch from Brynn which joins the L&Y at Pemberton. The 

line proceeds from Boars head to Adlington; and in connection with it is a joint line between 

Chorley and Cherry tree, constructed by the Lancashire Union and L&YR Company. The Lancashire 

Union Company have obtained running powers over the Bolton and Preston branch of the L&Y line, 

and also from Cherry tree to Blackburn. From St Helens to Huyton the LNWR Company are 

constructing a branch which […] will connect Liverpool with Blackburn […]. At eleven o’clock 

yesterday forenoon a special train started from Wigan with the chairman of the company, John 

Lancaster, MP, and the deputy chairman, Alfred Hewlett, and a number of the directors and 

shareholders, and proceeded over the new line to Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 2 December 

1869) 
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The LNWR Company will seek, in the ensuing session powers […] to establish lines of steamers 

between Fleetwood and the north of Ireland. (Engineer, 3 December 1869, p.374) 

The Lancashire Union Railway opened for passenger traffic on Wednesday 1st December. Both the 

L&Y and LNW Companies have running powers over the new route between Blackburn and 

Chorley; and from thence the L&Y reaches Wigan by means of its Horwich and Hindley loop line, 

and the LNW by a short cut striking the old North Union line. (Engineer, 3 December 1869, 

p.374) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Dewsbury; for the formation of a road at 

Horbury; for the erection of a warehouse at Horbury. (Manchester Guardian, 4 December 1869) 

The cost of the Lancashire Union Railway, opened last week, was about £900,000, or £20,000 per 

mile. The engineers were Mr T Bouch, of Edinburgh and Mr E Dorning, of Manchester; the resident 

engineer, Mr G Lee, of Manchester. The line is laid with steel rails throughout, the Lancashire Union 

Company being thus the first railway undertaking which has used only steel rails. (Engineer, 10 

December 1869, p.392) 

The tender of S Pearson, £4,800, recommended to be accepted for new warehouse at Dewsbury. 

(Minutes, 15 December 1869) 



1870 - 1879 

463 

1870 – 1879 
1870 
January 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a house and waiting room at Ribchester. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1January1870) 

On Tuesday morning, 4th January 1870 a goods train from Manchester was descending the steep 

gradient from Baxenden station to Accrington, when the brakes proved powerless to check the 

motion of the train, which kept increasing rapidly until it attained a rate of 40mph. It ran through the 

station on the Blackburn siding, which contained four or five waggons, some laden with cloth, and 

came into violent collision with them, smashing most of them to atoms. The engine was thrown 

completely on its side, and half turned round, the buffers being smashed, the whistle broken off, and 

other parts of it much damaged. The tender’s sides were bent in, and, after being thrown about 

thirty feet, it turned over. The driver and stoker were severely injured. (Engineer, 7 January 1870, 

p.3) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the erection of a new station at Clough Fold. (Manchester Guardian, 

17 January 1870) 

The opening of the Heckmondwike loop line from Thornhill on the L&YR, a short time ago, whilst it 

has relieved the traffic at Mirfield, has crowded the Thornhill Lees station to such an extent that it is 

now understood additional accommodation and shelter will be made for those who have to wait for 

the trains from Wakefield and Dewsbury. A covered structure, it is stated, is about to be put up to 

protect both sides of the station. (Engineer, 21 January 1870, p.31) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway, 6¾ miles, from Daisy Field, 

Blackburn, to Padiham. (Manchester Guardian, 22 January 1870) 

The claim of the L&YR against the MR for the rent of the London Road station at Manchester and 

the stations upon the line between Manchester and New Mills has been settled by mutual 

agreement, subject to the question being re-opened by either party upon three months’ notice. 

(Engineer, 28 January 1870, p.47) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a waiting shed at North Dean and at Clifton Junction. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1870) 

As from Thursday, 3rd February 1870 all (public) telegraph business was transacted at the Post 

Office, Middleton. The Post Office had been fitted out with the apparatus ready for the 1st February. 

(Middleton Albion, 29 January 1870) 

February 
Wigan Coal and Iron Company applying for lengthening of a siding near Hindley station. (L&YR

Minutes, 1 February 1870) 
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Report of the directors of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 

1870) 

The annual general meeting of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway was held on Thursday, 3rd February 

1870. (Manchester Guardian, 4 February 1870) 

Transfer of the property of telegraph companies to the Post Master General will have been 

completed on Saturday, 3rd February. (Engineering, 4 February 1870, p.86) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting on 16th February 1870. (Manchester Guardian, 

10 February 1870) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a large shipping shed at Liverpool; for a waiting shed and 

platform roof at Stoneclough. (Manchester Guardian, 12 February 1870) 

A special committee of Preston Corporation meet today to consider the plans for a new station in 

the town, submitted by the joint companies, the L&Y and LNW railways. (Manchester Evening 

News, 14 February 1870) 

The loop line at Mirfield, desired by the LNWR, is now open for traffic. (L&YR Minutes, 15 February 

1870) 

A letter has been received by the town clerk of Preston, enclosing a plan of the proposed alterations 

in the Preston station, so far as they have been determined by the L&Y and LNWR Companies. The 

platform accommodation will be very greatly extended, and if the plans may be accepted as accurate 

there will be no ground for just complaint. It does not appear that there will be any material 

alteration of the block of railway buildings on the east, or Butler Street side, but it is proposed to 

extend the East Lancashire platform about 500 feet by means of a greater curve. It is not 

contemplated to touch the present goods stations or engine sheds. Then there will be a platform 

900 feet long, and about 30 feet wide; further east there will be two lines of rails, and then another 

platform about 800 feet long, and almost as wide as the first one. Beyond these will be a second 

double line of rails, and then a third platform, about 650 feet long, of similar width to the second. 

Another double line of rails will occupy the space between this and the present platform on the east 

side of the station. It is proposed to make a convenient passage under the lines of rails, and to form 

so many openings that there will not be the slightest difficulty or danger in passing from one 

platform to another. The present footbridge will be dispensed with. (Manchester Guardian,15 

February 1870) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 16th February 1870. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 February 1870) 

The L&YR and LNW companies propose to erect jointly a new railway station at Preston. The new 

station will be extended on the south of the present site. The ELR platform, as it is termed, will be 

extended about 500 feet; the engine and goods sheds will remain as at present; on the west side, the 

block of buildings will be removed somewhat further back; there will be a platform 900 feet long and 

about 30 feet wide; eastwards, two lines of rails; then a platform 800 feet long; afterwards, a second 

double line of rails; then a third platform, 650 feet long. (Engineer, 18 February 1870, p.108) 

Tender of E Johnson, £15,584, accepted for two loading sheds at Great Howard Street, Liverpool.

(L&YR Minutes, 23 February 1870) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a new station including platforms and platform roof at Heywood.

(Manchester Guardian, 23 February 1870) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for building a new passengers station at Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 

26 February 1870) 

March 
Manchester City Council hears that a wholesale fish market was planned in James Street, adjoining 

Smithfield Market. It was reported that the market in Strangeways had become a nuisance. 

(Manchester Evening News, 2 March 1870) 

The Manchester City Council monthly meeting, held on Wednesday, 2nd March 1870, discussed the 

proposed new wholesale fish market near Smithfield Market. The present market in Great Ducie 

Street was considered a nuisance and that the lease on it would expire in four or five years. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 March 1870) 

The L&YR invite tenders for iron work and masonry for a footbridge at Southport; for the construction 

of a footbridge and alterations of the engine shed and tank at Ramsbottom; for the renewal of a timber 

bridge at Mill Hill. (Manchester Guardian, 12 March 1870) 

The L&YR Company is about to extend its goods stations in the neighbourhood of Great Howard 

Street and the docks, Liverpool. A piece of land adjoining the railway, nearly six acres in extent, and 

which includes the site of the old borough gaol purchased from the town council, has already been 

partially occupied for station purposes, and it is to be applied in future wholly to goods and shipping 

traffic.  

A contract has been entered into with Messrs Johnson, of Manchester, for the construction of a 

large shipping shed. This building will have a frontage in Great Howard Street about 180 yards in 

length; it will extend 50 yards in depth eastwards, and it will cover an area of nearly two acres. The 

cost is estimated at £18,000, and the works are to be commenced immediately. Simultaneously with 

the construction of this shed, the company is making a junction line from the main line to the low 

level of the goods station below. The company is also rebuilding and enlarging several stations in the 

Liverpool district. (Engineer, 25 March 1870, p.184) 

April 
The L&YR invite the opening on and from Friday, 1st April 1870 of Cop End station, between Bescar 

Lane and Southport, for passenger traffic. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Examiner and Times, 

1 April 1870) 

Messrs Saxby and Farmer are erecting a signal cabin between Oldfield Road and Ordsall Lane 

stations. (Manchester Evening News, 14 April 1870) 

The L&Y and LNW railways have purchased the coast line between Lytham and Blackpool. 

(Engineer, 15 April 1870, p.238) 

Considerable activity prevails in connection with the opening out of new collieries on the Pontefract 

district, which will soon rank as a very important part of the West Riding coalfield. The 

Featherstone Company have completed the sinking of the new shafts on the Ackton Hall estate, 

near Featherstone. The Stanley main seam has been joined at a depth of 240 yards and at a thickness 

of 6ft 6ins. Powerful engines have been erected, and a siding has been constructed from the L&YR, 

which runs close by. Sinking operations at the new Whitwell Main Colliery, which is on the Singdale 

Hall estate, are progressing. Two shafts, 13 feet each in diameter, are being sunk by Messrs Cowling 

and Webster, of Purston Gagling, who also sank the shafts at Featherstone. Messrs Rhodes and 

Dalby, who have leased coal under the Pontefract Park, are preparing to sink three large shafts near 

the race course, and close to the L&YR. (Engineer, 15 April 1870, p.238) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Mytholmroyd. (Manchester 

Guardian, 20 April 1870) 

L&YR Rolling Stock. (Engineering, 22 April 1870, p.270) 

Table of expenditure and receipts on the L&YR. (Engineering, 29 April 1870, p.308) 

Tender of Mr Banks, £1,260, accepted for masonry of Wigan viaduct. (L&YR Minutes, 6 May 1870) 

[…] the junction signalman is provided with a cabin (at Miles Platting) for working his points and 

signals and he has the means of communicating, by bell, with another signalman station in a cabin 

about 200 yards to the east of him, on the main line up platform. There is a signal for the protection of 

the main line and branch from the sidings which is worked by wire from the cabin of the platform 

signalman. (Accident report, 10 May 1870) 

The L&YR invite tenders for masonry, excavation and iron work for a bridge and altering a road at 

Gannow; for masonry and iron work for a footbridge at Chorley; for masonry, timber and iron work 

for a footbridge at Thornhill; for the erection of a gate-keepers cottage at Southport. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 May 1870) 

240 acres of land offered at Fleetwood for dock purposes for £10,000 “conditional” on the Company 

filling up the present gap and completing the embankment on the outside of the marsh within one 

year. (L&YR Minutes, 25 May 1870) 

An extra-ordinary general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 25th May 1870 to deal 

cancelling shares and to consider the bill now before Parliament which includes the construction of 

railways in L&Y; authorisation with the LNW to operate steam vessels between Fleetwood and 

Belfast; to alter and enlarge with the LNW Preston station; for powers relating to the Halifax and 

Ovenden Junction Railway Company. (Manchester Evening News, 25 May 1870) 

The L&YR advertise trains for the Manchester Races between Victoria station and Windsor Bridge 

New Station every 15 minutes from 11.00am to 3.00pm; returning from 4.00pm as long as required 

on 8th, 9th, and 10th. June 1870. (Manchester Evening News, 31 May 1870) 

June 
Engraving of a Pitt patent water crane made by Stothert & Pitt of Bath. (Engineer, 3 June 1870) 

The L&YR announce that the arrangements made for the opening of Windsor Bridge station for the 

Manchester Race Traffic during the Whit Week will not be carried out. All passengers for the races 

will be put down at Pendleton and Oldfield Road stations. (This notice relates to a notice that on the 

8th , 9th , and 10th June 1870 trains would be run from Victoria station to Windsor Bridge new station 

every 16 minutes from 11.00am to 3.00pm, returning from 4.00pm as long as required) (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 June 1870) 

Tender of H Banks, £1,650, accepted for works at Gannow. (L&YR Minutes, 7 June 1870) 

Report of an accident to a L&YR excursion train between Pleasington and Hoghton. (Manchester 

Evening News, 8 June 1870) 

On Tuesday, 7 June 1870 and excursion from Cleckheaton to Blackpool was passing between 

Pleasington and Hoghton when a tyre came off a wheel throwing four carriages off the rails and 

injuring about twenty passengers. (Middleton Albion, 11 June 1870)   

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stables at Blackburn; for the erection of four cottages at 

Bacup; for alterations at Moses Gate. (Manchester Guardian, 11 June 1870) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 18 June 1870) 

July 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a water tank and pumping house at Goole; for the erection 

of an engine shed at Horwich. (Manchester Guardian, 5 July 1870) 

The opening of the railway between Edge Hill and Bootle by the LNWR has induced the L&YR to 

reduce the contract fares between Liverpool and Waterloo and also to open an additional station at 

Bank Hall. (Engineer, 8 July 1870, p.19) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway from North Dean to Stainland.

(Manchester Guardian, 9 July 1870) 

The L&YR are about to erect a new station at Barnsley. (Engineer, 15 July 1870, p.37) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a waiting shed at Horwich Junction station; for a gate 

house near Knottingley; for a waiting shed at New Hey. (Manchester Guardian, 16 July 1870) 

At about 10.45am on Wednesday, 13th July 1870 a goods train from Mirfield to Blue Pits had stopped 

at Milkstone siding, Rochdale, to allow two coal wagons to cross the main line when a passenger 

train from Manchester ran into them. The engine was derailed and four of the seven carriages were 

badly damaged. (Middleton Albion, 16 July 1870) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station at Brighouse. (Manchester Guardian, 

30 July 1870) 

August 
The LNWR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 4 

August 1870) 

The Manchester Examiner and Times is informed that the absolute block system will come into 

force almost immediately on the lines between Liverpool and Leeds, via Manchester. (Engineer, 4 

August 1870) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a waiting shed at Ince. (Manchester Guardian, 4 August 

1870) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station masters house and waiting shed at Sough; for a 

new station at Pemberton; for a timber footbridge over the railway at Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 

6 August 1870) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 17th August 1870. (Manchester 

Evening News, 17 August 1870) 

Notice of the death at Eccles on 21st August 1870 of James Newall Esq. of the L&YR, aged 54 years. 

His numerous friends will please accept this intimation. (Manchester Guardian, 24 August 1870) 

On the 21st August at Eccles, Manchester, aged 54, James Newall, Esq., of the L&YR. (Engineer, 26 

August 1870, p.141) 

The whole of the coal drops at Goole, which had recently been closed for repairs, have now been 

re-opened. (Engineer, 28 August 1870, p.148) 

September 
Yesterday, Tuesday, 13th September 1870 at noon, a serious mishap occurred on the L&YR, in 

Upholland tunnel, about a quarter of a mile from Orrell station and four miles from Wigan. The 
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11.00am train from Liverpool to Manchester and Yorkshire is an express running on Tuesdays only, 

to which is attached a third class carriage for passenger from Liverpool to stations east of Bolton. 

The train is not timed to stop between Liverpool and Wigan, where it is due at 11.40am, and 

generally it passes rapidly through the tunnel in question, which is said to be worked on the block 

system. Recently platelayers have been engaged in repairing the up line in the tunnel, and yesterday 

they were employed in the cutting at the time the train was due.  

The train is said to have been signalled in the usual manner, and it entered the tunnel at a moderate 

speed. On reaching the place where the platelayers had been working, the engine was thrown off 

the line and it fell against the side of the tunnel, whither it dragged the whole of the train. All the 

carriages were thrown off the line; then the engine coupling broke, and the engine went on a few 

yards till it became wedged against the brickwork, which was much damaged. The driver and stoker 

held on to the engine and remained uninjured, and they, with the guard and some of the passengers, 

were prompt in their endeavours to obtain assistance […]. No carriages had been greatly damaged 

except the one next to the engine, the through third class, and this was completely wrecked; the 

end had been stove in, and nearly every seat broken […]. Two persons were killed and several 

injures […]. It is said that the platelayers had a rail up, only partially fitted, at the time the express 

came into the tunnel; and, it is supposed, seeing that the train only runs on Tuesday, that they had 

overlooked the fact of its being due, and had omitted to put up a signal.  

The foreman platelayer, John Ball, is in custody, charged with having caused the death of the two 

deceased. (Manchester Guardian, 14 September 1870) 

A new railway station is being erected by the L&YR at Lytham, preparatory to their taking over the 

Blackpool and Lytham line. (Manchester Evening News, 14 September 1870) 

[…] Arrangements are being made for the abolition of the present L&YR station at Lytham and for 

the erection of another near the site of the present coast line station, which will be razed. This 

change has arisen out of the transfer to the L&YR of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway. It is 

intended that the new station shall be ready when the coast line comes into the possession of the 

purchasers, in July 1871, when that line will be connected with the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

September 1870; Engineer, 23 September 1870, p.211) 

On Friday, 9th September 1870 the sea at Blackpool caused much damage to the Blackpool and 

Lytham Railway behind the Manchester Hotel. The embankment was breached in two places, one 

between fifteen and twenty yards long, and the other between thirty and forty yards long, some of 

the rails hang into the chasm. (Middleton Albion, 17 September 1870) 

Advertisement of through carriages between Manchester and Liverpool and Edinburgh and Glasgow 

by the L&YR as from 1st September 1870. (Manchester Guardian, 17 September 1870) 

[…] the tunnel (at Upholland) is worked on the absolute block system for which purpose there are 

telegraphic instruments at Pimbo Lane and Upholland stations. As an additional precaution there are 

self-acting treadle signals at each end of the tunnel. These are put to danger when an engine passes 

over them before entering the tunnel, a bell being at the same time rung at the station at the other end. 

As soon as the train, after emerging from the tunnel, has passed beyond the block station the treadle 

signal is taken off by the signalman and the line is unblocked. (Accident report, 17 September 1870) 

J T Fisher, former L&YR goods manager, has sailed to Madras, having been appointed agent to the 

Madras Railway. (Engineer, 23 September 1870, p.211) 

[…] the sidings immediately south of (Bootle Lane) station are worked from a cabin directly over the 

points and are, as well as other points , interlocked with the main line signals. There are gongs 

communicating from this cabin to a cabin 672 yards south of Bootle Lane, called Kirkdale Junction

cabin and to a cabin in a goods yard 120 yards south of Bootle Lane. The line north is worked by 
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block telegraph for the protection of traffic passing through the tunnel. The Kirkdale Junction cabin is 

provided with telegraph instruments and the portion of the line south of Bootle Lane is about to be 

worked on the block system. The up line is protected by a spectacle distant signal 336 yards from 

Bootle Lane cabin worked from that cabin and by a main signal over the cabin. There is also a signal 

post south of the cabin with three arms applying to three different sidings opposite the cabin […]

(Accident report, 19 September 1870) 

On Monday night, 19th September 1870 at half past eight the train leaving Liverpool for Wigan, 

Bolton and Manchester,  ran into some wagons connected with a “make up” goods train close to 

Bootle Lane station. The collision was very severe, four of the goods wagons being thrown off the 

line, and the engine of the passenger train being completely disabled. A number of passengers were 

much bruised and shaken. The pointsman at Bootle Lane states that the danger signal was up, but 

this is denied by the driver of the passenger train. (Engineer, 23 September 1870) 

October 
The tender of Messrs De Bergue, £1,250, accepted for iron work of footbridge at Bolton new station. 

(L&YR Minutes, 5 October 1870) 

“Contracts”:- To mill owners, warehouse men, engineers, etc., Mr May is now completing a large 

contract for the restoration of the locomotive and carriage departments of the L&YR Company, and in 

a few days will have a large staff of men disengaged; is now prepared to give estimates for any 

quantity of work of the above kind, etc. Address, Mr May, Post Office, Manchester. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 October 1870) 

[…] trains follow each other (past Brighouse station) so quickly that the ordinary regulations, 

prescribing time-intervals, with five minutes of danger, and five minutes of caution, cannot be 

applied; it has been found necessary to issue in the printed notice of “working alterations” the 

following; 

Signalmen at Bradley Wood Junction, Brighouse, Elland, and North Dean stations. 

They will observe that the passenger trains between Bradley Wood Junction and North Dean station 

are timed to run at intervals of 2, 3, 4, and 5 minutes; they are therefore requested to stop with the 

signals any second train which may arrive within five minutes, and inform the engine driver what has 

gone before, and that he is to proceed with caution. (see rule 43, pages 16 and 17) 

The above special instructions to signalmen only apply to passenger trains which run in connection at 

the next station; all other trains must stop the five minutes according to rule 39, pages 15 and 16. 

The timing of trains to follow each other within “intervals of 2, 3, 4, and 5 minutes”, combined with 

the instruction to signalmen to caution such trains when following one another within five minutes, 

would not be a very safe system of working a heavy traffic of mixed passenger and goods trains upon 

any line…the inefficient system described in the printed notice above quoted, which the officers of 

the company have been compelled to adopt, in order to allow the traffic of the railway to be carried 

on, for want of more suitable arrangements on this and other parts of the line, should now give place 

to a general block telegraph system […] (Accident report, 21 October 1870) 

At the General Quarter Sessions for the Salford Hundred which opened on 24th October 1870 at 

the Assize Courts, Strangeways, it was reported during the transactions of county business that 

lengthened negotiations had taken place between the House Committee and the directors of the 

L&YR as to the sale of the New Bailey Prison. The company had offered to buy the site of 25,298 

superficial square yards for £60,000, subject to their obtaining parliamentary powers to enable them 

to complete the purchase. The committee asked for power to complete the sale. It was moved that 

the committee be authorised to proceed with the negotiations with the L&YR and for the sale of the 
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site and the buildings and materials and in the event of the failure of negotiations that they dispose of 

it elsewhere but for not less than £60,000. An amendment that the L&YR offer be rejected and that 

they do not sell the property at present was defeated and the original motion was carried. 

(Manchester Evening News, 24 October 1870) 

At a special meeting of Manchester City Council held on 26th October 1870 a motion was put to the 

Council that the Markets Committee be empowered to carry out a recommendation in their report 

to erect a new wholesale fish market in Shudehill to replace the present market in Strangeways 

which was a very great nuisance, as it was too confined and there was no room to extend it. An 

amendment, however, which moved that the subject be referred back to the committee for further 

consideration because of objections and that the proposed site covered 2,058 yards whereas the 

Strangeways market occupied 2,417 yards was carried. (Manchester Evening News, 26 October 

1870) 

Manchester City Council Markets Committee report of the proposed new wholesale fish market. 

The present market having been opened on 25th June 1856 in a yard adjacent to the L&YR in Great 

Ducie Street upon a lease of twenty one years. The site was considered from the first unsuitable 

because of the distance from the other wholesale markets in the city but the fish salesmen were 

induced to accept it on consideration of the speedy delivery of their goods, of which its proximity to 

the station would admit, the greater part of the fish sent to Manchester arriving at Victoria station in 

those days. Circumstances have changed so that at present but one tenth of the whole weight of fish 

now arrives at Victoria. The lack of space has forced the Corporation to turn away prospective 

business. There is also serious congestion in Great Ducie Street. The Committee, therefore, 

recommends that a new Market be opened in James Street, adjoining Smithfield Market. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 October 1870)  

A shocking accident occurred on the L&YR, between ten and eleven o’clock on Friday night, near to 

the Brighouse station. One man was killed on the spot and many others were seriously injured. It 

appeared that two goods trains were on the main line passing the station when the Bradford and 

Huddersfield train came up, the driver of which, seeing the danger signal hoisted, reversed his 

engine. Another train – the Manchester and Normanton – came up at the same moment, and the 

driver, as is alleged, not having seen the signal, ran into the Huddersfield train, smashing some of the 

carriages and causing fearful havoc among the passengers. One was found lifeless among the ruins, 

and many others were seriously, if not fatally, injured. Besides being crushed and mutilated by the 

effects of the collision, some of the wounded ones who could not help themselves were badly burnt 

in consequence of the ignition by the lights in the Bradford and Huddersfield train of the shattered 

portions of the wreck. The night being dark added to the horrors of the scene, which was one of a 

very painful description. The Rev. E Snowdon, vicar of St Thomas’, Huddersfield, and Miss Snowdon, 

were in the train, but escaped uninjured […]. The traffic was, of course, delayed for some time. 

(Engineer, 28 October 1870, p.291) 

The L&YR compensation claims for 1868 amounted to £23,982. (Engineering, 28 October 1870, 

p.312) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an iron footbridge at Halifax station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 October 1870) 

November 
The L&YR announce the opening of the Shawforth branch railway for passenger traffic on and after 

Tuesday, 1st November 1870. The line has been open for goods traffic for about a month. 

(Manchester Guardian, 1 November 1870) 

This new line, the Shawforth branch railway, which has been open about a month for goods traffic, 

was on the 1st instant also opened for passenger traffic. It is five and a quarter miles in length, 
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commencing at a point a quarter of a mile north of Rochdale station, where it joins the Company’s 

main line, and terminating at Facit, one mile from Shawforth, and about three from Bacup. It opens 

up the Whitworth Valley, and gives its manufacturing population easy access to Manchester. It has 

five stations, namely, at Wardleworth Brow, one mile from Rochdale; Shawclough, 2¾ miles; 

Whitworth, 4½ miles; Facit, 5¼ miles. The most important of these is at Wardleworth station, 

which stands at the end of Yorkshire Street, and more conveniently situated for local traffic than the 

present Rochdale station. The river Roch is crossed by a viaduct of eighteen arches. A second 

viaduct, crossing the river Spodden, near Broadley, is 105 feet high. There are twenty six bridges 

crossing the line. Although it is so short the line has been about five years in course of construction. 

Several heavy slips occurred, owing to the presence of quick sands near Broadley; and at one point a 

diversion was found necessary, which caused delay. The cutting on the other parts of the line was 

through heavy clay. (Manchester Guardian, 5 November 1870) 

On Tuesday evening, a pointsman in the employment of the L&NW, named George Macey, was 

seriously injured at Victoria station, Manchester. Having finished his work for the day, he jumped on 

to the foot boards of a train in motion, intending to ride as far as Ordsall station. On arriving at 

Salford junction, however, he was caught by some telegraphic insulators and thrown on the line. Part 

of the train passed over his feet, and it was also found that he has sustained internal injury. He was 

removed to the Salford Dispensary. (Engineer, 11 November 1870, p.329) 

One morning last week Mrs Brownhill, of Melling, who is sixty one years of age, had a wonderful 

escape from injury or death. She took a ticket from Kirkby station to Rainford. An express train 

passes through Kirkby for Wigan a little before ten o’clock, and it had occasion to stop there to set 

down some workmen. One of the officials told Mrs Brownhill to get into the express, the train she 

should have gone by not being due for a quarter of an hour. As the express train was passing 

through Rainford Junction without stopping, the old lady saw the mistake, and at once jumped out. 

Singular to relate she sustained not the slightest injury. (Engineer, 11 November 1870, p.329) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Facit; for a warehouse at Whitworth; for 

the construction of a branch railway from Padiham to Rose Grove, 2 miles 21 chains. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 November 1870) 

At the annual meeting of the Lytham Pier Company, Mr W Dobson, who presided, said there was 

one thing which militated very much against the success of the pier, viz. the fact that Lytham was the 

only watering place in the kingdom which was denied the facilities of excursion traffic by its railway 

company. The people of Lytham were looking forward with much interest to improved railway 

communication when the lessees of the P&WR obtained possession of the coast line to Blackpool. 

(Engineer, 16 November 1870, p.407) 

A L&YR bill includes powers to acquire the New Bailey prison, branch railways to Astley Bridge and 

Heap Bridge and the extension from Chatburn to Hellifield. (Manchester Guardian, 18 November 

1870) 

Mr P Thomson’s report on Fleetwood Docks received. The cost of making a dock will be much 

greater than anticipated, as there is no clay at a reasonable depth. A dock 600 feet by 500 feet might 

cost £25,000 exclusive of excavating the entrance channel, about £10,000. Mr Thomson declines to 

pledge himself to construct the dock for the sum named and maintain it for five years. (L&YR Minutes, 

30 November 1870) 

December 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a timber engine shed at Facit. (Manchester Guardian, 3 

December 1870) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station at Tanshelf; for the erection of a 

waiting shed and waiting room at Preston Junction station. (Manchester Guardian, 10 December 

1870) 

At the annual soiree of the employees of the L&YR on Saturday, 10th December 1870 the chairman 

of the company, Mr George Wilson, stated that they lost one servant every fortnight by accidents 

which, in nine cases out of ten, were the result of disobedience to the rules, or carelessness in the 

discharge of their duties. (Engineer, 16 December 1870, p.407) 

In the light of this morning’s experimental borings, at Fleetwood, when “clay of the best quality” was 

brought up from a depth of forty two feet in each of two holes, Mr Thomson wishes to withdraw his 

report of 30th November 1870. He should continue his borings and send in a revised estimate for a 

dock 600 feet by 500 feet. (L&YR Minutes, 17 December 1870) 

On Monday, 12th December 1870 a LNWR train from Leeds, due at Manchester Victoria station at 

1.35pm was entering the station at a rapid rate at the same time as the L&YR 1.40pm train to 

Southport was leaving. The Leeds engine collided with the L&YR engine causing considerable 

damage. The two trains were so wedged together that it was a considerable time before the line 

could be cleared. (Middleton Albion, 17 December 1870) 

[…] two sidings are on the up side south of the (Stoneclough) station, one, Starkey’s, nearest the 

station is connected with the down line only, by falling points, the other, Little Hey siding, joins the 

down line 315 yards east of Starkey’s and the up line by a through crossing 240 yards east of the 

down line points, both cases with falling points. A signalman has a cabin opposite the Little Hey 

down line points to protect the up line, there is a distant signal 450 yards from the up line points and 

one distant for the three down line points 280 yards on the Manchester side of the one furthest from 

the station, this signal can be moved by a lever at each of the three points […] (Accident report, 17 

December 1870 

[…] at the junction with the LNW (at Wigan) there is a raised signal cabin in which the points and 

signals are interlocked, the distant signal for up trains from Wigan being only 100 yards north of the 

cabin, 300 yards north of the junction cabin (No.1) is a second raised cabin (No.2) having an up 

distant 210 yards north of it at the up end of the platform. The signalman at No.2 has control of 

sidings. 170 yards north of No.2 is No.3 cabin, also raised, near to the end of the platform, where 

there is a starting signal 65 yards from the cabin and points connecting two platform lines with the 

main lines. There is a fourth cabin at the north end at the junction of the Liverpool and Southport 

lines. These four cabins communicate by means of gongs and the rules specify that no train shall pass 

any one cabin until the space between it and the one in advance is clear which will be shown by the 

acknowledgement of a gonged message and by the distant signal being turned off […] (Accident 

report, 17 December 1870) 

Report of an accident at Little Hey Colliery siding, near Stoneclough station, belonging to Knowles 

and Stott. (Manchester Guardian, 19 December 1870) 

Resolved, that it is not needful to bore any further at Fleetwood. (L&YR Minutes, 21 December 1870) 

Three railway collisions occurred on the L&Y line on Saturday. The most destructive took place at a 

colliery siding a short distance from the Stoneclough station. The weather was thick at the time, and 

a Manchester passenger train dashed into a luggage engine and tender which had just been engaged 

in shunting several wagons into a siding. The driver of the luggage engine was killed, and several of 

the occupants of the passenger train were seriously cut and bruised. At Ashton an express ran into a 

coal train. Some passengers were injured, and much damage was done to the rolling stock of the 

company. The cause of this collision was some delay in the shunting of a goods train. The third 

collision, near Wigan, was between a passenger train from that town, for Manchester, and a coal 
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train, which was standing on the main line. In this case the driver of the passenger train had noticed 

the caution of a fog signal, and succeeded in checking the speed of his train, but not in preventing a 

collision. (Engineer, 23 December 1870, p.425) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a footbridge at Heywood station; for the erection of a new 

station at Bradley Fold. (Manchester Guardian, 24 December 1870) 

George Wilson, chairman of the L&YR died suddenly in a railway carriage, whilst on his way to 

Liverpool, on 29th December 1870. A native of Hathersage he was born in April 1808. A 

businessman he later devoted his attention to the management of telegraphs, railways and the Anti-

Corn Law League. He was deputy chairman of the L&YR from December 1839 to June 1849 and 

from August 1859 to December 1867, and chairman from December 1867. He was also chairman of 

the Manchester board of directors of the Electric Telegraph Company. (Annals of Manchester, W E 

A Axon, 1886) 
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1871 
January 

1871. At the Salford Hundred Quarter Sessions held on 9th January 1871 it was reported by the 

committee appointed to arrange with the L&YR Company about the purchase of the New Bailey 

Prison, that conditions had been agreed upon, and it was moved that the offer of the railway 

company of £60,000 for the prison with interest at 4¼ per cent on the purchase money from 1st

January 1871 until a bill sanctioning the purchase is obtained from Parliament, be agreed to. The 

motion was passed. (Manchester Evening News, 9 January 1871) 

Estimate by P Thomson for the dock at Fleetwood, 600 feet by 500 feet complete, £164,949-17-0d. 

However, “the quicksand might overpower him, though he did not expect it”. (L&YR Minutes, 11 

January 1871) 

At a meeting of the L&YR held on Wednesday, 11th January 1871 Thomas Dugdale was appointed 

chairman in succession to the late George Wilson. (Manchester Guardian, 12 January 1871) 

Travellers by contract on the L&YR between Liverpool and Southport complain of the want of more 

frequent communication by train between the places. A deputation on Tuesday waited upon the 

directors of the line upon the subject, and were promised increased accommodation. (Engineer, 20 

January 1871, p.37) 

At the close of 1869 the L&YR had 477 locomotives; mineral traffic earned the L&YR £408,556. 

(Engineering, 27 January 1871, p.64) 

After an agitation of several years’ duration the directors of the L&YR have agreed to erect a 

passenger station at the Tanshelf end of Pontefract. (The Builder, 28 January 1871) 

February 
The Manchester City Council Markets Committee reported that a meeting had been held with the 

L&YR Company regarding the extension of the wholesale fish market. The L&YR were anxious to 

meet the wishes of the Corporation and the chairman ordered plans to be prepared. It was also 

stated that only a small amount of fish arrives at Victoria station, the bulk was unloaded at Ordsall 

Lane and sent by road to the market. (Manchester Guardian, 2 February 1871) 

Report of the directors of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 2 February 

1871) 
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Return of rolling stock owned by English, Welsh, and Scotch Railway Companies; June 30th 1870, 

extract of L&YR. 

Engines 483
Tenders 483
Tank Engines
First Class Carriages 263
Composites 183
Second Class Carriages 431
Third Class Carriages 591

Travelling Post Office
Tenders for ditto
Passenger Brake Vans 155
Parcels Vans 63
Fish Vans
Horse Boxes
Carriage Trucks 40

Coal Wagons 719
Coke Wagons
Mineral Wagons
Goods Break Vans 236

Number Length Width Height of 
Doorway 

Width of 
Doorway 

Number 
Uncovered

Cattle 
Wagons 
(lower 
part of 
door 
does 
not fall) 

568 11-9 to 17-9 7-4 to 7-6 5-6 to 6-2 4-2 to  5-0 568

Low Sided 
Goods Wagons 

10157 9-6 to 16.0 7-0

High Sided 
Goods Wagons 

2461 14-0 to 14-
10 

6-10 to 7-
4

Height in 
Centre 

Covered Goods 
Wagons 

733 14-10 7-2 5-3 5-0 5-3

26 14-4 7-4 5-8 5-2 5-8
Carrying 
Capacity 

4619 6 tons

7900 5 – 6 tons
(Engineer, 3 February 1871, p.74) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Fazakerley. (Manchester Guardian, 7 

February 1871) 

The new buildings at Bolton station were inspected by the directors. (L&YR Minutes, 9 February 

1871) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday 15th February 1871, It was reported 

that there had been an increase on the Preston and Wyre Railway because the lighthouse at 
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Fleetwood had been rebuilt and the station at Blackpool had been altered. (Manchester Guardian & 

Manchester Evening News, 16 February 1871) 

It was noted in the L&YR half yearly meeting report that they have entered into a contract for the 

purchase of the New Bailey Prison and they have conditionally arranged to extend the Oldham Road 

goods station, Manchester, by the purchase of the site of St George’s church, about to be removed 

to a different locality.  

The Company have agreed that £5,000 shall be set aside out of the balance after dividend for the 

widow of their late chairman. In enumerating the great services of George Wilson during his office 

of director since 1846 and subsequently as vice-chairman and chairman, Mr Fielden mentioned that 

he had been mainly instrumental in working out the invention for consuming coal in place of coke by 

their locomotives, which had effected a saving to the company of £50,000 per year. (Engineer, 17 

February 1871, p.107) 

A meeting of signalmen and pointsmen in Yorkshire felt that the men especially had to work too 

many hours and it was determined to petition the directors of the various companies to shorten the 

hours of labour and increase the wages of this particular class of servants in view of the numerous 

accidents which have happened lately. (Engineer, 17 February 1871, p.107) 

The Manchester City Council General Purposes Committee meeting held this date recommended 

that the Corporation, in conjunction with the town council of Salford, petition against the L&YR

powers being sought to take possession of Irwell Street, Salford. (Manchester Evening News, 23 

February 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a waiting shed at Freshfield; for the enlargement of the 

station masters house at Chapeltown station. (Manchester Guardian, 24 February 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of eighty five assorted carriages. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

February 1871) 

The Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a station at 

Penistone. (Manchester Guardian, 28 February 1871) 

March 
The pointsmen in the service of the L&YR Company have memorialised the directors for a 

reduction in their hours of labour, and also for an advance of wages. (Engineer, 10 March 1871, 

p.174) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the erection of a new station at Langho; for the erection of a side shed 

at Heywood; for a nine stall stable at Rochdale; for a roof over the platform at Tanshelf. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 March 1871) 

On Wednesday, 22nd March 1871 a train from Manchester arrived at Accrington, the front portion  

ran forward on to the viaduct and reversed into the platform. Earlier some goods wagons had been 

shunted on to the next track and the points were held by a rope. This rope should have been 

released to allow the passenger train to pass, instead the engine, four carriages and between forty 

and fifty passengers crashed into the wagons. Some of the passengers were shaken and it was some 

time before the line was cleared. (Middleton Albion, 25 March 1871) 

[...] (At Accrington) there are indicators attached to the several facing points but at the date of this 

accident there was no concentration over interlocking of points and signals though arrangements were 
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in progress with these objects so far as the south junction is concerned and will be shortly completed. 

(Accident report, 22 March 1871) 

April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a roof and the alteration of a platform at Bury. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 April 1871) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 19th April 1871 to consider a bill before 

Parliament reviving the Fleetwood Docks Act 1864. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Evening 

News, 20 April 1871) 

The L&YR have decided to expend £200,000, and to purchase 250 acres of land for the construction 

of a dock, or docks, at Fleetwood. The works are to be carried out under the Fleetwood Docks Act 

passed in 1864, granting powers to another company which has failed to carry them out. (Engineer, 

21 April 1871, p.270) 

Report of a derailment at Unity Brook siding of the Clifton Colliery Company. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 April 1871) 

At a meeting of the Manchester district of platelayers of the L&YR, held at the Blue Pits Inn, near 

Rochdale, on Sunday, 23rd April 1871, a deputation to present to the Company a petition for an 

advance of wages reported that they had received a promise that the matter would be considered, 

but no further answer had been received. It was the unanimously agreed that unless the platelayers’ 

wages were advanced from sixteen shillings to eighteen shillings per week, their work ceasing on 

Saturdays at one o’clock instead of four o’clock, they would leave off work on Saturday next, 29th

April 1871. (Manchester Guardian, 25 April 1871) 

Letter from P Thomson estimating the cost of closing the sea bank at Fleetwood to be £7,850, 

exclusive of 27,000 cubic yards of rubble which may be available from the Company’s stock at 

Longridge. The present bank, also, will require raising and lengthening in parts. (L&YR Minutes, 26 

April 1871) 

The L&YR Company has agreed to subscribe £200,000 for docks at Fleetwood. It is stated that 

owing to the want of dock accommodation at Fleetwood many vessels which have come to the port 

have been compelled to go to other ports to unload. A considerable increase of traffic to the railway 

is expected to arise from the construction of the proposed works. (Engineer, 28 April 1871, p.296) 

The platelayers of the L&YR are demanding an advance of wages from 16/- to 18/- per week and a 

half holiday on Saturdays. (Engineer, 28 April 1871, p.296) 

May 
[…] (At Oakenshaw Junction) accidents will occur if signalman move the junction signals before 

trains have passed clear of the junction points unless the points are further secured by Edward’s 

locking bar or other contrivance. (Accident report, 1 May 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a roof over the carriageway in front of Halifax station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1871) 

The LNWR invite tenders for the construction of additional engine sheds at Maudlands, Preston. 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 8 May 

1871) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station and warehouse at Barnsley. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 May 1871) 

Bolton new station was opened for traffic on Monday, 8th May 1871. (L&YR Minutes, 10 May 1871) 

At a meeting held in Manchester on Tuesday, 9th May 1871 a committee was appointed to wait upon 

the L&YR to urge them to construct a new railway between Manchester and Oldham, through 

Newton Heath, Failsworth and Hollinwood. If satisfaction was not gained approaches were to be 

made to the L&NW, the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire and the MRs. It was mentioned that 

the LNWR had in view a scheme for a direct line to Yorkshire through Oldham if they could see 

their way to an outlet from Manchester and Miles Platting. (Manchester Evening News, 10 May 1871) 

An extensive warehouse belonging to the LNWR at Wigan was destroyed by fire on Wednesday, 

10th May 1871. (Manchester Evening News, 11 May 1871) 

The L&YR platelayers in this district having received no reply from the company to their request for 

an advance in wages from 16/- to 18/- per week and to be allowed to finish work on Saturdays at 12 

noon instead of 4.00pm gave notice that they would cease work this evening, Thursday, 18th May 

1871 unless the company accede to the request. (Manchester Evening News, 18 May 1871) 

In consequence of the great developments of traffic on the L&YR the directors have recently made 

some fresh arrangements. Formerly there were two superintendents – one for the western division 

and one for the eastern division. Mr Blackmore has now been made chief superintendent of the 

whole line, and district superintendents have been appointed for the Yorkshire section, the western, 

or Liverpool, section, the Manchester section, and the East Lancashire section. (Engineer, 19 May 

1871, p.350) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 20 May 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the tenancy of the refreshment rooms at Mirfield station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 May 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the goods warehouse at Over Darwen. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 May 1871) Advertised again on 21st September 

June 
Agreement between the L&Y and LNW railways has been reached over the plans for rebuilding 

Preston station and specifications are now being prepared. (Manchester Evening News, 5 June 1871) 

Tender of W Robinson & Sons, £9,000, accepted for new station warehouse and platform roof at 

Barnsley. (L&YR Minutes, 7 June 1871) 

Salford Town Council adopted a petition to the House of Lords against that portion of the L&YR

Additional Powers Bill which provides for the laying of rails across Irwell Street. (Manchester 

Evening News, 7 June 1871) 

The L&Y and LNW railways invite tenders for the erection and completion of a new station, iron 

bridge under Fishergate, iron roof and other works at Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 10 June 1871) 

The L&Y and LNWR Companies have determined to proceed at once with the erection of a new 

railway station at Preston in place of the present dirty, inconvenient, and unsightly structure. The 

road from Butler Street to Charles Street will be widened so as to admit of a clear roadway of 

twenty yards. The tunnel which runs under Fishergate will be pulled down and one of larger 

dimensions erected in its place; at its widest part it will measure 126 feet. Two lines of rails run 
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through the present tunnel, but the new one will admit of eight lines. The new bridge will be 

constructed of wrought iron, surmounted by a cast iron parapet.  

The present approach to the west side of the station is to be taken up, made almost level with 

Fishergate, and supported by means of wrought iron girders, to allow the passage of goods trains 

under it. At a distance of 450 feet from Fishergate a footbridge will be erected. The platform will be 

700 feet long, and will be surrounded by an ornamental open iron parapet. Passengers will gain 

access to the booking office by means of staircases in the centre and at each end. For the 

convenience of passengers changing for the East Lancashire line, an underground passage will be 

constructed at the south end of the station. The luggage of passengers is to be conveyed to the 

lower of station platform by means of two hydraulic hoists. The platform will be twenty five feet on 

each side of the offices, and its approximate length will be 1,285 feet. The booking offices, waiting 

rooms, refreshment rooms, and other apartments will be in the centre of the platform and in the 

basement of the buildings. The roof will be 720 feet long, and will be constructed of iron, in three 

spans, and supported by ornamental columns. The buildings will be made of brick, faced entirely with 

stone. Three years will probably be required to complete the new station. The undertaking will be 

carried out under the immediate superintendence of Mr Axon, the engineer to the companies. 

(Manchester Guardian, 12 June 1871) 

Short report on the new station at Preston. (Manchester Evening News, 12 June 1871) 

An agreement has been reached between the L&YR, the Corporations of Manchester and Salford 

and the Duke of Bridgewater Trustees regarding the proposed alterations on Irwell Street, Salford, 

and the building of the new bridge across the river Irwell to connect Irwell Street and Water Street. 

By the agreement the railway company will contribute £6,000 towards the building of the bridge, and 

give land to the value of £1,000 for widening Irwell Street. The remainder of the cost of the bridge is 

to be divided between the corporations of Manchester and Salford, each paying for the construction 

of its own approaches. (Manchester Evening News, 14 June 1871) 

A few details with reference to the new station with which the L&Y and LNWR Companies have 

determined to proceed at Preston may not be unacceptable. The platform will be 25 feet wide on 

each side of the offices, and its approximate length will be 1,258 feet. The booking offices, waiting 

rooms, refreshment rooms, and other apartments will be in the centre of the platform, and in the 

basement of the buildings, kitchens, etc., connected with the refreshment rooms will be provided. 

The roof will be 720 feet long, and will be constructed of iron in three spans; it will be supported by 

ornamental columns. The building will be of brick, and will be faced entirely with stone; its erection 

and completion are expected to extend over two or three years. The whole work will be carried 

out under the superintendence of Mr Axon, engineer. (Engineer, 23 June 1871, p.434) 

July 
On Wednesday, 29th June 1871 the 2.10pm train from Bury to Manchester collided with a goods 

train near Blue Pits station. A load of timber at the end of the goods train which had been secured 

by chains slewed across an adjacent line when one of the chains broke. The timber caught the 

tender of the passenger train, derailing it and the engine and damaging some of the carriages and the 

permanent way causing a temporary interruption of traffic. The line was cleared by 5.30pm. 

(Middleton Albion, 1 July 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station masters house and porters house at Pleasington; 

for a station masters house and porters house at Nelson. (Manchester Guardian, 1 July 1871) 

The new L&YR station at Barnsley will be shortly completed; the works for the station have been let 

to Messrs Robinson and Son. The present structure was erected and opened in 1850, and for 

several years served as the only station for the L&Y and Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire 

Railways. The building will be constructed of brick with stone dressings, ornamental bricks, red and 
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white, being worked in front. The entire length of the building will be 294 feet and the width from 

29 to 30 feet. The centre of the building will be surmounted by a turret, with McFarlane’s 

ornamental iron castings, a clock being placed in the centre. A part of the centre will comprise the 

booking office, which will measure 13 feet by 15 feet 6 inches. A bay window, from which the whole 

length of the platform can be seen, projects from it. Outside the booking office entrance there is to 

be an open terrace, which measures 24 feet by 9 feet, the entrance itself measuring 10 feet 6 inches 

by 15 feet 6 inches. To the left of the entrance will be placed the lady’s and gentlemen’s first class 

waiting rooms, the porters’ lamp rooms, etc. The gentlemen’s waiting room measures 21 feet by 15 

feet and the ladies’ 15 feet by 15 feet. To the right, or opposite side. Are the second class waiting 

rooms, which are the same dimensions. The platform will be 15 feet wide and 550 feet in length, and 

will extend to Jumble Lane. Part of the top, as far as the building extends, will be covered with plate 

glass, but the centre will be open. A large warehouse is also to be erected near to the station. The 

work will be commenced as early as  possible. (Engineer, 7 July 1871, p.7) 

A letter from the L&YR to the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board requesting the appropriation of a 

dock, or a portion of a dock, at the north end for the accommodation of the company’s increasing 

coal traffic was referred to the Works Committee. (Engineer, 7 July 1871, p.16) 

The Blackpool and Lytham Railway has passed into the hands of the L&Y and LNW railways. 

(Engineer, 7 July 1871, p.16) 

On Monday morning a portion of the large viaduct of the L&YR crossing the river Calder, near 

Healey Mills, about a mile from Dewsbury, fell into the river, and the consequence was that all traffic 

for Wakefield was suspended. The arch that fell was a very large one, built of brick, and it collapsed 

just after a heavily laden goods train had passed over it, leaving the metals and sleepers suspended 

on the remaining portion of the supports. (The Builder, 15 July 1871) 

On Monday last a new and very commodious station was opened at Pontefract for the convenience 

of the inhabitants residing at the Tanshelf end of the town, as well as for the accommodation of the 

vast traffic during the race meetings at that town. The building is composed of pressed red and white 

bricks, and is set apart as a booking office and station masters  office, general and ladies’ and 

gentlemen’s waiting rooms. Two very lengthy platforms, 15 feet in width, have been provided, with 

five gas lights on each side. The contractor for the work is Mr Gregson of Wakefield. Five  trains 

arrive and depart from the station daily, which cannot but prove a great convenience to the 

inhabitants, who, in a short time, will be brought into the immediate locality by the opening out of 

several collieries. The station has been built by the L&YR Company. (Engineer, 21 July 1871, p;39) 

The Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway directors report that they are in negotiations 

with the L&Y Company with a view to obtain, by friendly arrangement, running powers for their 

traffic between Penistone and Huddersfield, with the use the station at the latter place, and they 

trust that such fair terms may be conceded as will obviate the necessity for promoting a new line of 

railway. But the L&Y Company express their inability to decide without the concurrence of the 

LNW Company, who, they state, have propriety rights at Huddersfield. (Engineer, 21 July 1871, 

p.39) 

August 
The Manchester Examiner and Times is informed that the absolute block system will come into 

force almost immediately on the line between Liverpool and Leeds, via Manchester. (Engineer, 4 

August 1871, p.73) 

Details of L&YR working expenses to 30th June 1871. (Engineer, 17 November 1871, p.338) 

The L&Y and LNW railways reply to a demand for reduced hours of labour. At present the period 

of labour is 10½ hours during five days of the week and 8½ on Saturdays totalling 61 hours. The 
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claim put forward by the men was for a uniform 9 hours per day or 54 hours per week. The 

companies are willing to concede a reduction of  ½ hour per day for five days and 1 hour on 

Saturdays, giving 57½ per week. (Engineer, 17 November 1871, p.338) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 16th August 1871. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 August 1871) 

[…] there are two signal cabins on either side of the main line near the Stanley Road bridge (at 

Sandhills). The sidings east of the line are connected to the up line by points 43 yards south of the 

signal cabin, these and other points near them are worked by a pointsman stationed opposite them on 

the ground with a small hut for shelter. This pointsman communicates with the signalman by hand 

signals only. In the hours of darkness when the signalman lowers his main line signal he also exhibits 

a red lamp to communicate with the pointsman not to let a train out of the siding on to the main line. 

When the pointsman sees no red light he is at liberty to proceed with the shunting and to foul the main 

line if necessary. The safety points and the points connecting the siding with the main line should be 

worked by the signalman and the lever for working them should be interlocked with the main line 

signals. There are brick buildings on both sides of the line which are intended to be improved signal 

cabins from which a series of point levers and signal handles interlocked with each other will be 

worked. This work will be completed within a couple of months […] (Accident report, 23 August 

1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the provision of improved waiting room accommodation at Wigan. 

(Manchester Guardian, 26 August 1871) 

[…] there is a signal cabin on the south side of the main line at the (North Dean) station containing a 

locking frame by Messrs Yardley & Co. of Manchester […] and the levers in this locking frame are 

used for working the safety points of the sidings as well as the main line junction points but not the 

point connections of the sidings with the main line. There are points leading to the sidings on the 

north side of the line 108 yards west of the cabin which are not worked by the signalman but by a 

lever on the ground further west; 38 yards from the siding points there is on the siding a safety switch 

and 5 yards further west along the siding is a signal both of which are worked from the signal cabin. 

As originally constructed the safety switch was opened by the signalman from the cabin whenever a 

train entered or left the siding but about twelve months since it was found inconvenient in the practise 

of working that goods wagons should be capable of being shunted into the siding by engine or horse 

when the safety points were moved over by the signalman only and when therefore the signals in 

other directions were locked at danger. An arrangement was adopted of slotting the connection with 

the safety switch in such a way as to enable wagons to enter the siding without that switch being 

worked by the signalman, at the same time no wagon could be brought out without the consent of the 

signalman. The locking apparatus as it applied to trains backing into the siding became of no use. It 

was recommended that the safety switch be altered to its original condition and that the siding points 

and safety switch be worked from the cabin by one lever which is interlocked with the main line 

signals […] (Accident report, 11 September 1871) 

[…] a new signal cabin has been erected 440 yards on the east of (Miles Platting) station and a 

locking frame has been provided in it containing levers for working the necessary points and signals. 

This cabin and its connections are as yet only partially complete […] (Accident report, 12 September 

1871) 

Copy of a telegram to the London Stock Exchange; “The LNWR and the L&YR directors have recently 

been engaged in a negotiation for a closer alliance of the two companies which is likely to result in an 

amalgamation.” (Manchester Guardian, 14 September 1871) 

Copy of a telegram to the London Stock Exchange; “The basis of the proposed amalgamation between 

the LNWR and the L&YR Companies has been arranged by the directors. The L&YR ordinary stock is to 
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receive dividend at the rate of 12/6d per cent per annum more than the dividend received by the ordinary 

stock of the LNW Company.” (Manchester Guardian, 16 September 1871) 

Comment on the railway amalgamation. (Manchester Guardian, 18 September 1871; from the Times. 

Manchester Guardian, 20 September 1871; from the Economist. Manchester Guardian, 25 

September 1871; Report of a meeting of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce. Manchester 

Guardian, 26 September 1871; Report of a meeting at Preston. Manchester Guardian, 30 September 

1871; Comment. Manchester Guardian, 10 October 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for paving about 2,000 yards of land at Hope Street goods yard, Salford. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 September 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of new carriages. (Manchester Guardian, 27 September 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Oldham, Werneth. (Manchester 

Guardian, 30 September 1871) 

October 
[…] (at Blue Pits) the junction cabin and home signals are in the fork, 160 yards on the Manchester 

side of the points and 280 yards on that of the station signals. The junction home signals are close to 

the cabin and there are distant signals towards Manchester and Bury. The junction points and signals 

are not at present interlocked. The station has a distant signal 510 yards from the home signal 

approaching from Rochdale. A siding joins the main line to Manchester 150 yards from the junction 

cabin, the signal for this is 56 yards nearer the cabin, another siding joins this first one 40 yards on the 

junction side of this signal, the siding points being worked from a ground cabin nearly opposite the 

junction cabin. Six months ago the junction signal cabin was partially burnt down and, due to the 

proposed change of signalling arrangements, has not yet been rebuilt. The telegraph bell 

communication has been maintained by a gong, the practise being that the telegraph clerk informs the 

station porter the hour when a train has left Todmorden or Rochdale, the porter announces the fact, 

but not the hour, by gong to the junction signalman. Because of possible misunderstanding telegraph 

information should go direct to the signalman’s cabin […] (Accident report, 2 October 1871) 

[…] the junction signal cabin (at Chorley) with the Lancashire Union Railway is provided with proper 

locking apparatus; the signals at the junction and the station, by a slot arrangement, being mutually 

controlled. The cabin had been opened about two years ago […] (Accident report, 4 October 1871) 

Ince Local Board decided to make another attempt to persuade the L&YR to replace the level 

crossing at the station with a bridge. (Manchester Evening News, 5 October 1871) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the erection of a ten ton steam travelling crane at Oldham Werneth. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1871) 

[…] the incline (from Victoria station) to Miles Platting is worked on the absolute block telegraph 

system and is divided into three sections, the first, next to the station, is 620 yards in length and the 

second is 330 yards. The signal cabins are provided with the usual outdoor signals and telegraphic 

instruments, consisting of single bells, discs, and semaphore. By the rules every train, or engine, 

without exception must be signalled in its progress from cabin to cabin and that no more than one 

train, or engine, shall be running between any two signal cabins on the same line at the same time. 

No.2 section between cabins No.3 and No.4 there are a large number of carriage sidings on the north 

of the line which can be entered from the up line either by crossings at points 53 yards east of No.3 

cabin or by points at the upper end of the section close to No.4 cabin. (Accident report, 9 October 

1871) 
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The L&YR porters who were on strike at Bolton returned to work on Thursday, 12th October 

1871. They received an advance of 1/- per week for those with eight months service at the depot, 

new hands to receive the advance after eight months. (Middleton Albion, 14 October 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Accrington; for the erection of a 

warehouse at Haslingden. (Manchester Guardian, 16 October 1871) 

The Ditton Brook Coal and Iron Company have, from their works at Upholland Moor, a siding to 

the L&YR, near the Pimbo Lane station, and on Sunday evening, 15th October 1871 a number of 

extra platelayers were employed in the repair of this line. Two brothers, Thomas and Johnston 

Swift, waited on a platelayers truck at the siding until the train from Liverpool, due at Pimbo Lane at 

8.12pm had passed. They then proceeded in the direction of Rainford when another train came up 

and struck the truck severely injuring Thomas Swift. (Manchester Guardian, 18 October 1871) 

At a quarter to ten o’clock on Monday evening, 16th October 1871 a collision, resulting in the loss of 

one life, occurred on the L&YR at Upholland. Formerly there was a station at the outlet of the 

Upholland tunnel, and there is now a water tank there for the supply of goods and coal engines. At 

the time named, a goods engine was taking water from the tank, when a train of empty carriages 

emerged from the tunnel and came violently into collision with the van at the end of the first train. 

There is a slight incline at the spot, and as the second train consisted of the returning carriages 

which had conveyed a large number of German emigrants from Hull to Liverpool, with both engines 

in front the shock was severe enough to knock three wagons off the line and to drive the whole 

train some forty or fifty yards. The driver of the goods engine was attending to the supply of water, 

but his stoker was underneath the engine with his oil can when the collision took place and he was 

killed instantly.(Manchester Guardian, 18 October 1871) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Friday, 20th October 1871 to consider and approve the 

amalgamation with the LNWR. (Manchester Evening News, 20 October 1871; Manchester Guardian, 

21 October 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a loading shed at Church. (Manchester Guardian, 30 

October 1871) 

The L&Y and LNW railways Joint Committee have accepted the tender of Messrs Banks, Thornton 

and Gartside, of Bolton and Halifax, for the erection of a new station on an extensive plan at Preston, 

work is to be commenced at once. (Manchester Evening News, 30 October 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Lower Moor, Oldham. (Manchester 

Guardian, 31 October 1871) 

November 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a gantry at Oldham Werneth. (Manchester Guardian, 1 

November 1871) 

The tender of Clegg & Riley, £6,150, recommended for acceptance for the engine shed at Accrington. 

(L&YR Minutes, 1 November 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the tenancy of the refreshment rooms at Mirfield station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 November 1871) 

The tender of J Thompson, £6,243, accepted for the engine shed at Accrington. Because of mistakes 

in this tender Mr Thompson refuses to accept the contract. (L&YR Minutes, 8 November 1871) 

Table of L&YR locomotive expenditure to 30the June 1871. (Engineering, 10 November 1871, p.310) 
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Notice of the bill for the amalgamation of the L&Y and LNW railways; also branch railways to Bacup, 

Hollinwood, Prestwich and Hoddlesden, and the removal of the level crossing at Ince. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 November 1871) 

Details of L&YR working expenses to 30th June 1871. (Engineer, 17 November 1871) 

The L&Y and LNW railways reply to a demand for reduced hours of labour. At present the period 

of labour is 10½ hours during five days of the week and 8½ on Saturdays totalling 61 hours. The 

claim put forward by the men was for a uniform 9 hours per day or 54 hours per week. The 

companies are willing to concede a reduction of  ½ hour per day for five days and 1 hour on 

Saturdays, giving 57½ per week. (Engineer, 17 November 1871) 

[…] the (Bacup) station yard commences at the end of a short tunnel where there is a pair of facing 

points with an indicator attached, the left road being the main line into the station and the right road 

into a siding. The facing points are weighted to stand open for the main line and they are fastened in 

this position by a hasp and a padlock which is ordered to be kept locked. The indicator also was out of 

order, so that it did not show when the points failed to be close to the stock rails. I do not think the 

station master is free from blame, as he had previously had occasion to find fault with the yardsman 

for the manner in which he had attended to the points in the yard; and he should, in consequence, have 

made it his duty to look more closely after him, and to the manner in which he kept the points. Bacup 

station requires to be re-arranged, and the points concentrated and worked from a signal box, with 

proper interlocking of points and signals. The facing points at the mouth of the tunnel should also be 

bolt-locked by the distant signal. But the greater part of the station is situated on a falling gradient, on 

which carriages will not remain at rest un less there are breaks to hold them. For this reason there 

should be a signal box at the mouth of the tunnel mouth, with proper arrangements for preventing 

vehicles that may break away from running down the incline towards Rawtenstall. (Accident report, 

18 November 1871) 

[…] Walton tunnel is worked on the absolute block system with the assistance of the electric 

telegraph; the telegraph signal stations being at Bootle Lane station and Walton Junction. The 

telegraph signal cabin is situated about 370 yards on the Liverpool side of the tunnel; there are points 

for the sidings close to the cabin and the platforms are just to the north of the signal cabin. Because of 

the deficiency in the length of the sidings and marshalling of goods trains it had been found necessary 

to have a “draw ahead”, or stop semaphore signal within a few yards of the tunnel worked from the 

signal cabin to enable any train to pass the station signals and draw close up to the mouth of the 

tunnel and to stay there until the signalman had received “line clear” from Walton Junction by 

telegraph and had taken off the stop signal. This stop signal was positioned, not to the left of the up 

line, but on the other side, so that it could be seen from the signal cabin but a double disc down signal 

is placed in the position which the stop signal should have occupied; this down distant signal being 

also worked from the signal cabin and intended to protect Bootle Lane station and the down line. The 

stop signal should be placed in its proper position on the left of the up line and fitted with a repeater in 

the signal cabin, either electrical or mechanical […] (Accident report, 18 November 1871) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a quantity of paving required at Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 18 

November 1871) 

The engine drivers, guards, and others in the service of the LNW and L&YR have held a large 

meeting, at which resolutions were passed urging the directors to reduce to fifty-four hours weekly, 

with overtime; or ten hours a day without. (Engineer, 24 November 1871, p.361) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Lytham.

(Manchester Guardian, 28 November 1871) 
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The tender of Clegg and Riley accepted for the engine shed at Accrington. (L&YR Minutes, 29 

November 1871) 

The nine hour system has been conceded to the workmen of the L&YR at their locomotive and 

carriage depot, Miles Platting, to commence January 1872. (Manchester Evening News, 30 November 

1871) 

Table of L&YR carriage and wagon expenditure to 30th June 1871. (Engineering, 1 December 

1871,p.349) 

December 
The joint committee of the L&Y and GNR have resolved to proceed at once with the construction 

of the Halifax and Ovenden Junction Railway. It is about 2½ miles in length, commences near Halifax 

passenger station, passes through that town, and terminates at Holme Field Mills, at Ovenden. There 

will be one viaduct of forty one or two arches, a tunnel of 250 yards and some heavy cuttings. 

(Engineering, 1 December 1871, p.361) 

There was a great meeting of railway and canal employees at Liverpool on Saturday night. They 

represent the Dukes Canal, Midland, GN, MS&L, GW, and L&Y railways. It was announced, amid 

loud applause, that the directors of the various undertakings would agree to reduce the working 

hours of the men to 57 per week. The concession will, it is stated, cost the various companies an 

aggregate of £18,000 to £20,000 per annum. (Engineer, 1 December 1871, p.388) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stables at Over Darwen. (Manchester Guardian, 2 

December 1871) 

There were over 100 candidates for the office of architect to the L&YR Company. The board of 

directors have conferred the appointment on C W Green, architect and surveyor of Liverpool, who 

was also candidate for the surveyorship of that borough, and was one of the nine selected. (The 

Builder, 9 December 1871)  

Thomas Skelmerdine was appointed to Liverpool. The Builder, 16 December 1871) 

The construction of a loop line near Bootle Lane was ordered some time ago, but not yet commenced. 

Mr Thomson whose tender, £6,682-14-0d, was to have been accepted, now to be instructed to proceed 

with the work. (L&YR Minutes, 13 December 1871) 

The L&Y Company propose to extend their Shawforth branch to their Bacup branch, to construct a 

branch line from the line at Newton, Manchester to Hollinwood; also a branch line from their line at 

Long Millgate, Manchester to the East Lancashire line at Radcliffe, from the latter point the line is to 

connect with the Liverpool & Bury line in Radcliffe. This company in the same Bill propose a branch 

from their Bolton, Darwen and Blackburn line at Eccleshill to Over Darwen. (Engineering, 15 

December 1871, p.400) 

The new station at Lytham being built by the L&YR will have platforms 300 feet long covered for 

260 feet and connected by an iron lattice girder bridge. (Engineer, 15 December 1871, p.418) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the loading shed at Halifax. (Manchester Guardian, 19 

December 1871) 

Mr Thorley, L&YR goods traffic manager, stated yesterday, Wednesday, 29th December 1871 in 

reply to a memorial from the goods guards, that the directors had decided to fix the ordinary 

working hours at twelve per day, all extra hours to be taken in the form of a holiday at the 

convenience of the company; and to grant an advance of one shilling per week on the wage up to the 
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maximum of thirty shillings. A meeting of the men is to be held to consider this reply. (Manchester 

Evening News, 30 December 1871) 
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1872 
January 

The Liverpool Town Council oppose the amalgamation of the L&Y and LNW railways because it 

would be injurious to the welfare of the town. (Engineer, 5 January 1872, p.6) 

After receiving a deputation of engine drivers, guards, and firemen for the purpose of tending their 

resignations Mr Thorley, the L&YR traffic manager, promised to put before the directors the 

following scales of advance pay; 22/- per week for guards for the first year of employment, 23/- per 

week for the second year, 25/- per week for the third and subsequent years until they take charge of 

a train when the wage shall be 27/- per week for the first year, at the end of which it rises to 28/-, 

on entering the seventh year it will be 30/-. Instead of conceding to the men’s wishes for ten hours 

per day and eight hours overtime, Mr Thorley proposed that sixty hours should constitute a week’s 

work and every ten hours a day’s overtime, time and a half being allowed for Sunday work. Should, 

however, Saturdays work extend beyond twelve o’clock Saturday night, this is to be included in the 

weeks work. With this proposal several of the delegates were dissatisfied, but the majority decided 

that that they would await the meeting of directors, and that, provided they would grant what Mr 

Thorley promised to propose, it should be accepted by the general body of the company’s 

employees. (Manchester Evening News, 9 January 1872) 

On Monday Mr Thorley, traffic manager of the L&YR, received a delegation of railway employees at 

the Victoria station, Hunts Bank. Mr Thorley promised the men some advances in wages. He also 

proposed that 60 hours should constitute a week’s work, and every ten hours a day, overtime as 

time and a half being allowed for Sunday work. Should, however, Saturday’s work extend beyond 

twelve o’clock on Saturday night, this is to be included in the week’s work. With this proposition 

several of the delegates were dissatisfied, expressing their determination to accept no compromise; 

but the majority ruled that they would await the decision of the directors; and that, provided they 

would grant what Mr Thorley promised to propose, it should be accepted by the general body of 

the company’s employees. (Engineer, 12 January 1872, p.21) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a small loading shed at Ribchester. (Manchester Guardian, 

13 January 1872) 

Tender of Messrs Wade, £9,550, accepted for warehouse at Oldham Werneth. (L&YR Minutes, 17 

January 1872) 

The directors of the L&YR have decided to grant the demands of the goods guards for shorter 

hours and an increase in wages. (Engineer, 19 January 1872, p.39) 

Active operations have been commenced at Preston for the construction of the new railway station, 

in lieu of the old and defective one which for years has been a source of danger and inconvenience 

to the public. A large building, used for some time as the volunteer rifle depot, on the northern side 

of the station, has been pulled down; the principal case, referring to the purchase of adjoining 

property is to be settled by arbitration early next month, and by the beginning of march all the 

arrangements for property necessary for the site of the new station will be completed. (19 January 

1872, p.39) 

The L&Y Company have, during 1871, done a good deal to improve their station accommodation. At 

Tanshelf, an improving part of Pontefract, they opened a new station in July, which not only provides 

for the wants of people resident in the immediate vicinity but it accommodates the large traffic 

which is created by the meetings held at Pontefract, near to which racecourse it is situate. At 

Barnsley, a new and spacious station is in the course of erection, but little progress has been made 

owing to the strike of bricklayers. The company are, however, just completing a large goods 

warehouse capable of storing a large quantity of goods. (19 January 1872, p.39) 
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[…] (at Victoria station) the home signal stands 40 yards east of N0.2 signal cabin which has a twenty 

four lever frame. The points and signals in No.1 and No.2 signal cabins are not interlocked […]

(Accident report, 26 January 1872 

Very little progress is being made with the new L&YR station at Barnsley owing to a strike of 

bricklayers, but when finished it will be a very great convenience. (Engineering, 26 January 1872, 

p.63) 

February 
The Mersey Docks and Harbour Board propose that a full inquiry into railway and canal 

amalgamations be made before the L&Y and LNW railways amalgamation bill proceeds any further. 

(Engineer, 2 February 1872) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of additional waiting rooms and a platform roof at 

Accrington. (Manchester Guardian, 12 February 1872) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting on 21st February 1872. (Manchester Guardian, 

14 February 1872) 

A fatal accident occurred at the new goods shed recently erected for the L&YR Company at 

Barnsley. A labourer was engaged in whitewashing the top of the interior of the building. He stood 

on a single plank, and as he was reaching upwards, he overbalanced himself and fell. In falling, he 

caught hold of a spar, but he released his hold, and fell on to the second floor, and thence to the 

basement storey where he alighted on his head, and was killed on the spot. (The Builder, 17 

February 1872) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 21st February 1872. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 February 1872) 

Colonel Yolland, the Government inspector at the Board of Trade, reporting on a collision between 

an express passenger train and a goods train at Todmorden station on 11th January 1872 when ten 

passengers were injured stated that the accident was due to the uninstructed and inexperienced 

signalman having taken off the down distant and home signals when the main line was blocked at the 

Burnley junction and when the junction signals were both at danger. This act was due to want of 

knowledge, and not to neglect; and the collision would not, in all probability, have occurred at all but 

for the want of sufficient siding accommodation at the Todmorden station. The lines in each 

direction were absolutely blocked up with trains and the work, in consequence, was done with great 

difficulty and increased risk. (Middleton Albion, 24 February 1872) 

The total amount of the share capital to be raised for the new works for which the L&YR are going 

to Parliament amounts to £1,300,000, and amongst other new stations, and other works proposed 

to be erected of this sum are two large new stations, one at Bradford, and the other at Blackburn, in 

addition to the widening of a long viaduct on the company’s line to Liverpool, near Wigan. (The 

Builder, 24 February 1872) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a quantity of paving at Moses Gate, Rochdale and Heywood. 

(Manchester Guardian, 24 February 1872) 

On Saturday, 24th February 1872 a number of delegates from many stations on the L&YR assembled 

at Salford for the purpose of determining what steps should be taken to enforce the clerks’ demand 

for a general increase of not less than twenty per cent. After a long discussion it was determined to 

establish a railway clerks union and to call upon each clerk to pay a contribution of 6d per week 

towards its support. (Manchester Evening News, 26 February 1872) 
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The new loop line at Bolton station to be constructed forthwith. Estimated cost £6,000. (L&YR

Minutes, 28 February 1872) 

March 
The L&YR new works include new stations at Bradford and Blackburn, and the widening of a long 

viaduct on the Liverpool line near Wigan. (Engineer, 8 March 1872, p.165) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of ten passenger luggage vans. (Manchester Guardian, 9 

March 1872) 

On Sunday afternoon, 9th March 1872 a well-attended meeting of firemen, engine drivers and guards 

in the service of the L&YR Company was held at the British Fleet, Oldfield Road, Salford, the 

clubhouse of the men. There were delegates present from Accrington, Blackburn, Bolton, Bury, 

Miles Platting, Wakefield, Wigan, and several other stations on the L&Y lines; also several 

representatives of the LNW Company’s employees. The meeting had been convened for the 

purpose of considering what steps should be taken to enforce the general demand for a reduction of 

hours of work from 12½ to 10 per day, for an advance of wages, and for the remedying of various 

existing grievances as set forth in the memorial adopted recently at the meeting in the Free Trade 

Hall, Manchester. The chairman and several delegates complained that they had been very badly 

treated by Mr Jacques, the superintendent of the East Lancashire district, since they presented the 

memorial; that he had threatened to make matters considerably worse, instead of better, if they 

expressed further dissatisfaction; and that, therefore, they were determined to a man to fight for 

their just rights, as conceded by their directors in their agreement of 1867, which had since been 

violated; to take no further notice of their superintendents, but to wait upon Mr Lawn, the 

secretary, and if he refused them justice, to take measures which could compel the grant of their 

request to the very letter.  

The general opinion was that Mr Lawn would obtain for the men what they wanted. A memorial 

signed by 600 men, was read and adopted, and a numerous deputation was appointed, consisting of 

about twenty delegates, to wait upon Mr Lawn and present the same, together with a letter of 

complaint against Mr Hurst, the superintendent of the L&Y section, and Mr Jacques, the 

superintendent of the East Lancashire section. A letter was read, signed by 140 men of the 

Wakefield division, stating that they were heartily tired of the manner in which they had been 

treated; that they were unanimously determined that existing grievances should be remedied, and 

that they had resolved upon taking the most determined steps in case of any further refusal of their 

demands. Letter were read from various stations expressing in strong terms the indignation of the 

men, and setting forth various grievances; such as the imposition of heavy fines for accidents over 

which they had no control; their having to work eighty hours one week, and only forty the next, to 

complete the fortnights labour; the waste of time occasioned in packing engines, etc. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 March 1872) 

1872. Reported, that Lord Wilton wants the line to be carried through Heaton Park by means of a 

subway. Extra cost over open cutting £8,000, but the engineer and solicitor strongly advise that Lord 

Wilton’s views should be met, as otherwise his claim for compensation might be not less than 

£20,000. (L&YR Minutes, 13 March 1872) 

On Wednesday last week, 6th March 1872, between 700 and 800 platelayers on the L&YR gave 

fourteen days’ notice to cease work. (Engineer, 15 March 1872, p.185) 

On Thursday, 21st March 1872 nearly all the platelayers on the L&YR ceased work, their notices 

having expired and the demand for an increase being refused by the company. They were each paid 

off by the company, During the last summer the men were advanced 2/- per week. It is said that 

there are now 650 of them out of employment. (Middleton Albion, 23 March 1872) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods shed and waiting room at Entwistle station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 March 1872) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a steam travelling crane and gantry at Oldham Mumps. (Manchester 

Guardian, 25 March 1872) 

A few of the L&YR platelayers, who ceased work, have been taken back on making an apology and 

renouncing further connection with the movement for the increase. The leaders have been informed 

that they need not at any future time seek employment with the company. (Middleton Albion, 30 

March 1872) 

The L&YR timetable for April 1872 noted that Hightown Rifle station would be open for traffic from 

Monday, 1st April 1872. Five trains each way daily will stop. (Manchester Guardian, 30 March 1872) 

April 
The L&YR announce that on and after Monday, 1st April 1872 third class passengers will be booked 

by all trains, except those which convey first class passengers only. (Manchester Evening News, 1 

April 1872) 

[…] there are five telegraph signal cabins on the incline (from Victoria station to Miles Platting), No.1 

being at the bottom and No.5 at the summit. The line is worked on the absolute block system with 

Tyer’s block telegraph instruments. The signalmen appear to allow single engines to break the block 

regularly. The telegraph boy in No.5 cabin meddled with the instruments which he should not have 

done. The speaking telegraph that he was required to work is quite separate from the block 

instruments. The various bell signals given on the block telegraph are liable to much confusion and it 

is possible for the men to mistake the number of beats correctly […] (Accident report, 2 April 1872) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a bridge and approaches at Droylsden. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 April 1872) 

At the Liverpool Assizes on Wednesday a Mr Howard recovered £300 damages from the L&YR

Company for injuries received on their line. (Engineer, 5 April 1872, p.235) 

In consequence of the MR adopting third class booking the L&YR has decided to charge 

Parliamentary fares only to third class travellers. (Engineer, 5 April 1872) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway from Hill Lane, Bolton to Astley 

Bridge, 1 mile 8½ chains. (Manchester Guardian, 13 April 1872) 

Tender of G Gilbert, £2,015, accepted for the bridge and approaches at Droylsden station. (L&YR

Minutes, 17 April 1872) 

With the object of facilitating railway traffic between Bradford and Low Moor an additional line of 

rails is in course of being put down. The new line cannot be carried through the Bowling tunnel, but 

is thought the increasing facility of working the traffic will remove any ground of complaint as to 

delay. (Engineer, 19 April 1872, p.271) 

The L&Y Bill is for the construction of some short railways in L&Y; to widen a viaduct at Liverpool, 

to make a new road, and to acquire additional lands at Blackburn and Bradford. It further asks for an 

extension of time for the purchase of lands, and completion of, the Brighouse branch, and to 

authorise the company to contribute towards the hotel at Preston. The proposed capital is, by 

shares £1,200,000, and by a loan £430,000. The length of the line is 17 miles 8 chains. Mr Sturges 

Meek, the local engineer of the L&Y, stated that the line was required for the enlargement of the 

goods station at Bradford. Mr William Barlow stated  his approval of the plan, and that there were 

no engineering difficulties. The preamble was eventually proved. (Engineering, 24 April 1872, p.280) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Shaw. (Manchester Guardian, 26 April 

1872) 

May 
150 cattle wagons to be fitted up in the usual way for the Whit Week passenger traffic. (L&YR

Minutes, 1 May 1872) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Blue Pits; for a new station at 

Littleborough (re-advertised 11th July) (Manchester Guardian, 4 May 1872) 

At a meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians held on Thursday, 9th May 1872 it 

was stated that the chairman of the L&YR had had some conversation respecting the proposal to 

purchase the workhouse hospital in New Bridge Street and that a letter had been received from Mr 

Dugdale stating that he was fully authorised to arrange for the purchase of the workhouse. It was 

decided to refer the question to the Office Committee who may, if necessary, appoint a committee 

to conduct negotiations. (Manchester Guardian, 10 May 1872) 

Tender of Chadwick and Jacques, £4,420, recommended for acceptance for the warehouse at Shaw. 

(L&YR Minutes, 15 May 1872) 

Lieu-Col. Rich reports that the collision which occurred on the 1st April at Berry Brow station, on 

the L&YR, was caused by the want of proper means to protect Berry Brow station; and that this can 

only be done by the adoption of the block telegraph system. Station signals should also be provided. 

(Engineer, 17 May 1872, p.343) 

Lieu-Col. C S Hutchinson has reported to the Board of Trade on the accident which happened on 

the 2nd of March at West Wortley junction, near Leeds, on the GNR, from a passenger train 

belonging to the L&YR Company running off the line. From examination of the permanent way, 

which he was able to make immediately after the accident, and from careful consideration of the 

evidence, he thinks that the accident was caused by the points opening after the passage of the 

fourth vehicle from the front sufficiently to admit of the right wheels of the fifth (the last but one) 

taking the line to Wakefield, this carriage then left the rails, taking the direction of the tangent to the 

curve, and dragging off with it the carriage before and behind it. The opening of the points was most 

probably rendered possible by the signalman omitting to hold the lever until the whole of the train 

had passed, from which omission some section of the trailing wheels of the fourth vehicle caused  an 

opening of the points sufficiently to split the leading wheels of the fifth vehicle. It is hardly necessary 

at the present day to draw attention to the danger of unlocking facing points, and the occurrence of 

this accident will probably have the effect of inducing the GN Company to lose no time in having the 

points and signals at this junction (which trains are constantly passing at considerable speed) 

interlocked. (Engineer, 17 May 1872, p.343) 

The L&YR, on Sunday, 12th May 1872, introduced the block system between Miles Platting and 

Rochdale stations. There are eight block stations within a distance of nine miles. (Engineer, 17 May 

1872, p.358 

The Board of Trade report on an accident at Berry Brow on Monday, 1st April 1872 states that it 

was caused by want of proper means of protection which can only be done by the adoption of the 

block telegraph system. Station signals should also be provided. (Engineer, 17 May 1872, p.358) 

On Sunday, 12th May 1872 block system working was introduced between Miles Platting and 

Rochdale stations. There are eight block stations on the nine miles. The new arrangements were 

commenced under the special supervision of E M Grundy, district superintendent, and Mr Moxon, 

superintendent of the L&YR’s telegraphs. (Middleton Albion, 18 May 1872) 
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June 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway from Shepley to Clayton West. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 June 1872) 

The L&YR have awarded the contract for the Astley Bridge branch railway to Gilbert and Sharp, of 

Manchester, for a sum of £25,000. These contractors constructed the duplicate line between 

Victoria station and Salford. (Manchester Evening News, 7 June 1872) 

Some bridges on the L&Y line are too low to admit the passage of the locomotives built by the LNWR

which have chimneys 13 feet 6 inches above rail level. The level of the road under these bridges to be 

lowered by two to three inches. (L&YR Minutes, 12 June 1872) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 12th June 1872 for the purpose of raising 

capital and to consider the various bills before Parliament. (Manchester Evening News, 12 June 1872; 

Manchester Guardian, 13 June 1872) 

The L&YR Company are about to construct a new branch railway, which will commence by a 

junction with the present Huddersfield and Penistone railway, a short distance south of Shepley 

station, and will terminate near Stoll Hill in the township of Clayton West. The total length will be 

about 3 miles 40 chains. (Engineering, 14 June 1872, p.396) 

Lieu. Col. Rich reports to the Board of Trade on the collision that occurred on the 14th ult. at 

Chatburn station, on the L&YR, that the accident was the result of a very dangerous mode of 

working, and the want of judgement of the guard of the passenger train in not applying his brakes in 

sufficient time. This man probably forgot that his train was longer than usual, and he no doubt 

intended to apply his brake and stop his van at the usual place. He recommends that the engine 

should always run up to the platform in front of the train, and that Chatburn station should be 

provided with station and siding signals, which should be locked with the points and worked from a 

cabin at the south end of the yard.  

The sidings should be controlled by catch points, or blind sidings, and the company’s yard should be 

fenced off from the private lime works and lime sidings, at the south west side of the railway. He 

thinks that if the rails of all dead-ends on the railways were covered to a depth of six or eight inches 

with clean gravel, or shingle, for a distance of about six to ten yards from the buffers, it would 

prevent the hard bumps that passenger trains occasionally meet with when allowed to run too fast; 

and the same plan, if adopted on the dead-end of the goods sidings, would prevent a great 

destruction of rolling stock and goods. The rails for the last ten yards of the dead-ends should rise 

about a foot. (Engineer, 14 June 1872, p.41) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations on the line. (Manchester Guardian, 17 June 1872) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway from Heap Fold to Heap Bridge. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 June 1872) 

July 
The L&YR Bill before the Select Committee of the House of Lords includes the Facit to Bacup, the 

Hollinwood, the Prestwich, and Hoddlesden railways. (Manchester Guardian, 3 July 1872) 

Table of maintenance and renewal of permanent way in the country for the half year ending 

December 1871, includes the L&YR. (Engineer, 5 July 1872, p.2) 

On Saturday, 29th June 1872 at about 9.15pm a luggage train of about twenty four wagons from 

Oldham to Manchester, via Rochdale, was passing the old Mills Hill station when a James Cheetham 

noticed a case of machinery fall from a wagon and derail the next wagon. He tried, unsuccessfully, to 

warn the driver and the guard. The driver had felt a check and whistled the guard to brake but due 
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to the weight of the train it was impossible to stop before it came in contact with the crossing at the 

Middleton branch junction. The derailed wagon was thrown on to the up platform, braking the 

couplings and four more wagons were derailed spilling their contents on to the down platform and 

the rails. Both lines being blocked the effectiveness of the block system was highlighted by stopping 

other trains from running into the wreckage. The engine of the goods train was sent to Miles 

Platting for the breakdown crane and men to clear the debris. By 11.00pm the down line was 

cleared and the Middleton train, two or three passenger and goods trains, were enabled to pass 

through. When work recommenced two of the damaged wagons suddenly fell across the down line 

and it was decided to divert trains between Manchester and Rochdale via Oldham. About 1.00am 

the up line was cleared and a long string of passenger and goods trains were allowed through, some 

had been waiting at Hopwood block station for several hours. At about 4.00am both line were made 

safe under the superintendence of Mr Watts, the station master, and Inspector Howarth, who were 

in the station at the time of the accident. (Middleton Albion, 6 July 1872) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new lathe shop at the Miles Platting workshop.

(Manchester Guardian, 11 July 1872) 

The preamble of the L&YR Company Bill was proved; but the company declined to accept the 

conditions proposed in reference to the Bradford portion, and that portion of the Bill was 

accordingly struck out. (Engineering, 12 July 1872, p.34) 

[…] trains to and from (Liverpool Exchange) station are regulated by a signalman who occupies an 

elevated cabin (called the “Middle”) situated about 150 yards from the ends of the platforms. In this 

cabin are seven point and seven signal levers collected together but not interlocked. Trains leaving the 

platforms are provided with starting signals worked from the cabin at the end of the centre platform, 

but no starting signal is lowered until the middle cabin signalman has lowered his main line signal.

(Accident report, 16 July 1872) 

The floods of Friday and Saturday, 12th and 13th July 1872 caused great havoc in the Oldham area. 

On the Saturday Werneth station was flooded to a depth of about six inches and for some time 

trains were unable to run. The water rushed out of the station and down the incline taking away 

part of the embankment and undermining the down line, as a result all trains had to use the up line 

from the foot of the incline. (Middleton Albion, 20 July 1872) 

Lieu. Col. Rich reports, for the information of the Board of Trade, the result of his inquiries into the 

circumstances which attended the collision that occurred on Whit Monday, the 20th ult. At the 

mouth of the tunnel at the east end of Blackburn station, on the L&YR. In his opinion the accident 

was the consequence of a very improper and lax system of working, for which the men cannot be 

blamed, when they are encouraged, if not ordered by the inspectors, to commit the irregularities 

and disregard the company’s rules. The points and signals at Blackburn should be rearranged on the 

locking principle, and if the sidings are controlled by dead-ends, trains cannot be let out of the 

sidings when the signals are lowered for main line trains. (Engineer, 26 July 1872, p.51) 

August 
Report of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers visit to works in Lancashire. Warsop’s aero-steam 

engine, as applied to the L&YR 0-6-0 goods engine No.369, was used on the occasion of the 

Institution of Mechanical Engineer’s visit to south Lancashire on Thursday, 1st August, and Friday, 2nd

August 1872. This engine, after being fitted with the air injection commenced working goods trains 

between Liverpool and Low Moor on Saturday, 9th December 1871 and continued this service until 

Monday, 13th May 1872. (Engineering, 9 August 1872, p.92) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Lower Darwen; and for the erection of 

stables at Thornhill station. (Manchester Guardian, 13 August 1872) 
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The L&YR directors have decided to introduce the absolute block system. The necessary works are 

being carried out between Liverpool and Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 20 August 1872) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 21st August, 1872. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 August 1872) 

September 
Notice of the Belfield Colliery Company, Rochdale. Notes the intention to join the L&YR midway 

between Milnrow and Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 4 September 1872) 

Work on the new warehouses at Lower Moor and at Werneth, lately at a standstill owing to the 

contractor having failed, now resumed. (L&YR Minutes, 4 September 1872) 

The Board of Trade report on an accident which occurred on the L&YR at Agecroft sidings on 

Tuesday, 3rd September 1872 states that a coal train that was leaving the sidings and going towards 

Manchester met the express train that is due to leave Manchester at 11.30am for Blackburn. Four 

passengers were killed and twelve injured. Agecroft sidings are situated about a mile and a third to 

the north west pf Pendleton station. The junction of the sidings with the passenger lines is protected 

by home and distant signals that are worked from a cabin, which is situated opposite to the junction. 

The distant signal towards Manchester is placed about 540 yards to the south east of the junction, 

and this signal can be seen for a distance of 529 yards by a driver who is approaching from that side. 

The home signal cannot be seen for more than 260 yards before it is reached by an engine driver in 

consequence of a bridge over the railway that interferes with the view. The railway has been 

undermined with coal workings, so that the home signals and cabin have sunk about five feet below 

their proper level, and the view of the home signal has thus been interfered with.  

On the day in question a coal train, that consisted of an engine and tender, four waggons of coal, and 

a break van, arrived from Clifton Hall, and was put into Agecroft sidings for the purpose of attaching 

six more waggons of coal that were to be taken on. The coal train was kept about fifty five minutes 

in the sidings, as there were so many trains passing on the railway that the signalman on duty at the 

siding junction cabin could not allow it to come out. The signalman at last told the engine driver that 

he was ready to follow the passenger train from Fleetwood to Manchester, which had just been 

telegraphed as having left Clifton Junction. As soon as the passenger train passed Agecroft cabin, the 

signalman put up his home distant signals to danger, and gave a green flag hand signal to the driver of 

the coal train, to notify to him that he was to bring his train out of the sidings and follow the train 

from Fleetwood. As the engine driver of the coal train reached the passenger lines he observed the 

express train from Manchester running towards him at full speed. The engine of the express train 

was only about 180 yards from the engine of the coal train at the time. The engine drivers of both 

trains appear to have noticed their danger at the same time, and the signalman, who also saw it, gave 

the driver of the coal train a signal to stop, and called him to go back. The driver of the coal train 

succeeded in reducing the speed of his train from four to one mile an hour, and the engine driver of 

the express train had reduced the speed of his train to about twenty miles an hour, when the 

collision occurred. Both engines were thrown off the rails and much damaged. The engine of the 

coal train was turned partly round, and some waggons were broken. The two front carriages of the 

passenger train were broken and some of the others were damaged. The engine driver of the coal 

train jumped off just before the collision. The fireman remained on the engine, and was hurt. The 

driver and fireman of the express train were also hurt.  

This melancholy accident appears to have been caused by the signalman on duty at Agecroft sidings, 

who did not wait a sufficient time after placing his signals at danger, before he called to the driver of 

the coal train to leave the sidings. This signalman, who appears to have been anxious to do his duty, 

should have satisfied himself that no train was approaching his station before he allowed the coal 

train to leave the sidings. According to his own statement, he only put up his main line signals about 
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one minute before he called to the driver of the coal train to bring his train out of the siding. The 

express train must have been close to the distant signal at this time, and there appears to be no 

doubt that the engine driver of the express train had got inside the distant signal before it was 

placed at danger. If the view of the home signal had not been obstructed by the bridge, the engine 

driver of the express would probably have been warned of his danger in sufficient time to stop his 

train, but he could not do so after he reached the over bridge. The up train from Fleetwood passed 

the down express at the distant signal, and possibly may have prevented the signalman at Agecroft 

from noticing that the express train was approaching. The signalman appears to have forgotten that 

the express was due. If he had allowed it to pass, the railway would have been free of trains for 

twelve or fourteen minutes, during which he might have sent the coal train on its journey in safety.  

The L&Y Company have been engaged for some time past in putting up new signals, new locking 

machinery, and telegraph instruments on the line between Manchester and Bolton. When they are 

completed, and when the block telegraph system is efficiently worked, many accidents will be 

prevented.  

It was given in evidence at the inquiry that the points of a catch siding at Agecroft were continually 

kept chained in the wrong direction, and that the inspection of the sidings had not been efficiently 

performed. This neglect should be rectified at once, and the whole of the sidings should be 

controlled with catch points locked with the main line signals as soon as possible. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 September 1872) 

The L&YR invite tenders for additional ventilation of the engine shed at Liverpool; and also at 

Wakefield; for the extension of platforms at Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 18 September 1872) 

October 
Messrs Wade still proceeding slowly with the warehouses at Lower Moor and Werneth. (L&YR

Minutes, 2 October 1872) 

The Board of Trade report on an accident at Victoria station, Manchester, stated that “a one sided 

station”, which necessarily converts a double line into a single line, at a place where trains meet 

from various directions, must always be dangerous. It is to be hoped that the L&YR and the LNW 

companies will take the first opportunity to improve Victoria station. The station, as now divided 

and apportioned between the two companies, is bad and dangerous. If re-arranged and worked as a 

joint station, it could be very much improved. There is very good access to the station from both 

sides at present. (Manchester Guardian, 21 October 1872) 

Reporting on an accident at Poulton when a MR excursion ran into an L&YR passenger train on 

Wednesday, 21st August 1872 the Board of Trade inspector stated that had it been an L&YR train 

there would have been sufficient braking power to have stopped the train before causing an 

accident. (Manchester Guardian, 23 October 1872) 

Mr Thorley to write to the LNWR and endeavour to dissuade them from providing foot warmers for 

the third class passengers. (L&YR Minutes, 30 October 1872) 

November 
The LNWR announce that foot warmers will be provided during the winter for 1st and 2nd class 

passengers free of charge. (Engineer, 1 November 1872, p.295) 

Table of locomotive working expenditure in the country for the half year ending December 1871, 

includes the L&YR. (Engineer, 1 November 1872, p.295) 
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The L&Y Company are about to construct a new line from Clayton West to Huddersfield. The 

North Lancashire loop line and also branches to Astley Bridge, near Bolton, and to Heap Bridge, 

near Bury, are in course of formation. (The Builder, 2 November 1872) 

Notice of a L&YR Bill which includes the Hollinwood to Oldham line, the Manchester Loop Line, 

widening the railway from Long Millgate to Thorpes Bridge, and also the removal of level crossings 

at Blackburn, Clitheroe and Low Moor. (Manchester Guardian, 15 November 1872) 

The L&YR Company are applying for powers to make various alterations and improvements in their 

lines. Amongst others is a widening of the line approaching Bradford Exchange, commencing about 

15 yards above Mill Lane, and terminating in the station at the north side of Bridge Street. There is 

also a proposed substitution of an open cutting for the present tunnel between Chandos Street and 

Crofts Street, and the construction of a bridge over Caledonian Street, beside the formation of a 

new street to facilitate traffic over the bridge. The company probably do not think it desirable to 

improve their present handsome and capacious station at Bradford. There are also sundry proposed 

alterations at Low Moor. (Engineering, 22 November 1872, p.357) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for a new railway from Kirkham to Wrea Green station 

and widening the present line from Wrea Green to Lytham. (Manchester Guardian, 23 November 

1872) 

December 
The first sod of a new branch line from Clayton West to Shepley has just been cut. The line will 

commence at a place called Cozinge between Denby Dale and Shepley station, on the main line from 

Huddersfield to Sheffield, and will run from thence to Skelmanthorpe, passing Shelley Woodhouses 

through a tunnel from 500 yards to 600 yards long. This tunnel will be cut through rock and shale. 

The line will have a uniform gradient of 1 in 70 to 80, and will run in nearly a straight line to Clayton 

West. The first station will be at Skelmanthorpe and the terminus at Clayton West. It is hoped that 

before the line is completed the directors of the L&YR Company will determine to carry it further 

from Clayton West to the Barnsley branch, and so give a direct communication from the collieries 

of that district. (Engineer, 6 December 1872, p.386) 

By the Mersey Railway Company’s proposed extensions in Liverpool, communication will be effected 

to Sandhills on the L&YR and the dock stations of that line. (Engineer, 6 December 1872, p.386) 

A new line is in course of construction from Shepley to Clayton West and Skelmanthorpe. Its chief 

feature is a tunnel of about 500 yards through the solid rock at Shelley Woodhouse. (Engineering, 6 

December 1872, p.399) 

[…] the line (through Pendleton) is worked on the block telegraph system since 20th October 1872. 

There are three telegraph cabins, Pendleton, Bedlam Bridge, and Windsor Bridge, 485 yards between 

the first two and 260 yards between the second pair, which are too close together and Bedlam Bridge 

signal cabin should be dispensed with […] (Accident report, 17 December 1872) 

Trials of the Warsop aero-steam engine have been taking place for a year on the L&YR using engine 

No.369. (Diagram of the engine on 24th October 1872) (Engineer, 27 December 1872, p.247) 
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1873 
January 

[…] (At Rainford Junction) the points and signals are worked from a raised cabin but not interlocked 

[…]. Instructions for the work to be done have been issued but the firms who do the work are fully 

engaged. (Accident report, 1 January 1873) 

[…] (At Glasshoughton Sidings) the sidings are protected by distant signals each side and there is a 

small hut for the pointsman with the levers for the signals fixed on each side of the hut. (Accident 

report, 2 January 1873) 

Considerable railway activity is taking place after the holidays with the L&YR Miles Platting works 

going on overtime. (Engineer, 10 January 1873, p.32) 

Report of an accident at Brindsford (Grindford) Siding about one mile from Adlington on 13th

January 1873. (Manchester Evening News, 13 January 1873) 

February 
Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on Wednesday, 19th February 1873. 

It was reported that powers had been sought to widen the Hunts Bank incline and for the 

Manchester Loop line. (Manchester Guardian, 14 February 1873) 

The new fish markets intended to replace the old one in Strangeways were formally opened this 

morning by the Mayor of Manchester, W Booth, Esq. The Strangeways market was finally closed this 

morning, and business commenced in the new wholesale market immediately on its being opened. 

(Manchester Evening News, 14 February 1873) 

[…] the wholesale and retail fish markets in High Street were opened on Friday, 14th February 1873 

replacing the market in Great Ducie Street near Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 15 February 

1873) 

Resolved, that the proposed dock at Fleetwood be 1,000 feet long by 400 feet wide. That the two 

sides and entrance be walled. (L&YR Minutes, 18 February 1873) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 19th February 1873. It was stated that 

the proposed loop from the Prestwich line was essential as it was becoming impossible to work 

traffic through Miles Platting station. (Manchester Guardian, 20 February 1873) 

A meeting was held on Thursday, 27th February 1873 of the Oldham Road Potato Merchants 

Association to determine the best course of action to be taken in reference to the treatment of the 

potato trade by the L&YR. It was resolved that if the L&YR would not recognise the rights of the 

trade consideration should be given to move the market to another railway company. (Manchester 

Evening News, 28 February 1873) 

In his report on the collision that occurred on Monday, 13th January 1873 at Grindford Bar on the 

L&YR by which five passengers were seriously hurt, one fatally, and the driver, fireman, and guard of 

the passenger train and the guard of the coal train were also injured, Lieutenant-Colonel F H Rich 

states that the accident appears to have been caused by the brake of the guard’s van of the coal train 

not being in good working order, or by the guard having failed to apply it properly. This man was in 

charge of the empty coal train as his head guard was absent from sickness, but although he is a 

young, inexperienced guard he appears to have been using his best efforts to stop the train when it 

had commenced to run back, and he received a severe blow in the head while doing so.  
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The accident could not have happened if the signalman on duty at Grindford Bar Junction had placed 

the check block (which is worked from his cabin) across the rails of the Grindford Bar coal branch 

before he lowered the signals for the passenger train. When the signal and points are re-arranged 

and properly interlocked it will afford additional security at junctions of the kind. (Engineer, 28 

February 1873, p.129) 

March 
It is on good authority stated that the directors of the L&YR Company have decided to at once 

proceed with the construction of a dock at Fleetwood.  John Hawkshaw, RE, of London, has 

inspected the site, and also the river approaches at low water. He subsequently interviewed the 

directors on the subject, and the result, it is stated, was the resolution to construct the docks, 

which will be a great boon to that seaport. (The Builder, 8 March 1873) 

Messrs Barber and Walker Co, colliery owners of Eastwood, Nottingham, have offered £50 each for 

old third class carriages 175, 192, 201, 207,218 and 249, standing at Blackpool. Agreed, subject to the 

present wheels and axles being replaced by old ones and to payment being made before delivery. 

(L&YR Minutes, 19 March 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods shed on the New Bailey land, Salford. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 March 1873) 

Table of carriage and wagon working expenses and maintenance for the half year ending December 

1871, includes the L&YR. (Engineer, 28 March 1873, p.187) 

In a letter to the Newton Heath Local Board it was stated that it was not the intention of the L&YR

to proceed during the present session with the act for widening the main line to Miles Platting. 

(Manchester Guardian, 28 March 1873) 

April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a viaduct and incline at Oldham Road goods yard, 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 1 April 1873) 

The L&YR announce that the special service trains between Manchester and Rochdale, Manchester 

and Heywood and Bury, and Manchester and Bolton, and the special fares charged would be 

abolished as from 1st April 1873. (Manchester Guardian, 1 April 1873) 

Messrs Barber and Walker Co. to send someone to inspect the old third class carriages at Blackpool 

before despatch. The wheels have been changed.  

Tender of R Neill, £21,320, accepted for the new loading shed on the New Bailey site, Salford. (L&YR

Minutes, 2 April 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening a viaduct at Sowerby Bridge; for the erection of an engine 

shed, coal stage and tank house at Chorley. (Manchester Guardian, 4 April 1873) 

Increased fares on the L&YR came into force on Tuesday, 1st April 1873, and applies to passengers 

between Bolton and Moses Gate; Manchester and Miles Platting; Liverpool and Sandhills; fares, first 

class, 4d; second class, 3d; third class, 2d per mile. Return tickets by third class,3d. (Engineer, 4 April 

1873, p.203) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new goods offices at Burnley; for the erection of stables 

at Clitheroe. (Manchester Guardian, 12 April 1873) 
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Board recommended to accept tenders; Mr Gilbert, £2,998, for brickwork of incline at Oldham Road 

goods station; Fairbairn Engineering, £1,800, for ironwork for same incline; Messrs Wormald & Co, 

£3,380-10-0d, for widening viaduct at Sowerby Bridge. (L&YR Minutes, 16 April 1873) 

Mr Meek reports that on looking over the tenders for the Oldham Road incline he finds that Mr 

Beckett will erect the incline in stone for £2,900, £98 less than Mr Gilbert’s tender to build it in brick, 

and will complete in the same time. Mr Beckett’s tender to be accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 23 April 

1873) 

The first sod of a new railway was turned on Saturday, 19th April 1873 at Little London, near 

Southport. The West Lancashire Railway, as it is called, will shorten the distance from the eastern 

side of the county and from Yorkshire by about nine miles. (Engineer, 25 April 1873, p.251) 

A Wharncliffe meeting of the L&YR Company was held on Wednesday at the Company’s offices, 

Manchester. Mr Dugdale, the chairman, moved the approval of a bill, now before Parliament, to 

incorporate a company for making the Leeds, Castleford, and Pontefract Railway. He explained that 

the line was projected by independent parties, but it would open a large coal field, and bring an 

increase of traffic to the L&Y system; and powers would be taken to give this company the 

management and maintenance, though it found none of the capital. The line might, therefore, prove 

advantageous to the L&Y. Mr Barnes, deputy chairman, seconded the resolution, which was passed 

nem con. (Engineer, 25 April 1873, p.251) 

[…] there are no station signals (at Middleton) but there is a distant which has a repeater and this 

distant can be lowered to “all right” by one lever which is placed at the west end of the up platform, 

and by another lever which is placed near the junction of the sidings at the east end of the yard. All 

points are worked separately by ground levers. It is recommended that proper signals be supplied and 

interlocked with the points; that the sidings be controlled by blind sidings, the points of which be 

interlocked with the main line signals and points […] (Accident report, 26 April 1873) 

On Saturday, 26th April 1873 a serious collision occurred on the L&YR at Middleton. The train from 

Manchester to Middleton, due at 2.00pm, was approaching the station at the rate or eight miles per 

hour, when, through the points having been left open, it ran into one of a number of sidings that 

branch from the main line, and came into contact with a train of laden coal trucks. One of these 

trucks was completely smashed, and the engine of the passenger train was damaged. […]. It is 

supposed that some boys had tampered with the points, as they had not been used during the day. 

They were left locked, and were passed over by several trains. (Manchester Evening News, 28 April 

1873) 

One of the most disastrous fires that have occurred in Manchester for many years happened 

yesterday, Sunday, 27th April 1873 at the locomotive and carriage works of the L&YR Company, 

Miles Platting. The works cover a large area of ground of a rectangular form, and are situated 

between Oldham Road and Rochdale Road, the principal entrance being from Junction Street. They 

include the workshops, in which engines and carriages are built, with the smithies, fitting shops, etc.  

The workshops proper are about 200 yards in length, from 20 to 30 yards in breadth, and are three 

storeys high. About two thirds of the building at the northern end are devoted to the manufacture 

of locomotives, and in the remaining portion passenger carriages are constructed. The origin of the 

fire is involved in some mystery. The company’s watchman went his usual rounds about eight o’clock 

yesterday morning; and at that time everything appeared to him to be safe. Shortly before ten 

o’clock a shed, situated at the back of the main building, and which contained a small auxiliary engine 

used for driving the machinery at the works, was observed to be in flames.  

Some of the men employed by the company were immediately summoned, and an attempt was 

made to extinguish the fire, but it continued to spread, and when the first fire engine arrived from 
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Goulden Street, shortly after ten o’clock, the centre portion of the building was one mass of flames. 

The steam fire engine from the Central Station and the engine from Pollard Street were soon on the 

spot, and the Broughton and Crumpsall Volunteer Fire brigades and an engine from Heywood 

subsequently arrived.  

The workshops are three in number, and were divided from each other by substantial blocks of 

masonry, in which were situated the machinery for hoisting up and down the carriages and 

locomotives. There being no chance of saving any portion of the centre workshop, the efforts of the 

firemen were directed to keep the fire from spreading to the others. Their task, however, was a 

difficult one, as, the heat being so great, it was impossible to get near enough to the building to apply 

the hose with any effect. They succeeded, however, in preventing the fire from spreading to the 

locomotive workshop at the northern end of the building. Their efforts to save the workshop at the 

southern end were not so successful. The wind blew from a north westerly direction, and drove the 

flames upon it; and, being filled with much more inflammable material than the other portions of the 

building, once the fire got a hold of it burned with great rapidity. The roof of the centre portion of 

the building fell about half past eleven o’clock, and that of the carriage workshop a quarter of an 

hour afterwards. The smithies and fitting workshops at the south western corner of the latter were 

saved, as were also two adjoining carriage sheds on the west side. The fire continued to burn with 

great fury until about one o’clock.  

The steam engine was at work playing upon the smouldering embers till between six and seven 

o’clock, and the fire was not absolutely put out at a late hour last evening. No correct estimate of 

the damage can be given. We may state, however, that the locomotive workshop contained from 

twenty six to thirty locomotives, the cost of the production of which would be about £3,000 each. 

In the carriage workshop there were over 100 carriages burned, most of which would have been 

completed during the present week. Each carriage costs from £300 to £450, according to the class. 

From fifteen to twenty carriages, standing in the yard, were also burned so much as to be rendered 

almost useless. The value of that portion of the building burned is estimated at about £20,000, but 

with regard to the machinery and tools destroyed no estimate can be formed.  

A library, containing about 5,000 volumes which the company had provided for their workpeople, 

was consumed. (Manchester Guardian, 28 April 1873) 

[…] In the yard adjoining and facing the line there were from 26 to 30 locomotive engines and 100 

carriages, all of which had been finished and turned out ready for use. The value of these engines 

ranged from £2,500 to £4,000 each. There was a vast deal of old machinery and a variety of other 

materials used in the building of railway rolling stock. Facing the line, and contiguous with about the 

centre of the main building, was an engine house, in which there was an engine which set in motion 

the various machinery used on the premises. It is supposed that the fire originated in this spot, and 

that it communicated with the centre of the building, and from thence ascended through the hoist to 

the clock tower above. The company’s watchman went his usual rounds about eight o’clock 

yesterday morning, and at that time everything appeared to him to be safe. Shortly before ten 

o’clock the engine shed was observed to be in flames […]. The heat was most intense, and the 

carriages in the adjoining yard got on fire, and the locomotives were calcined by the heat, and their 

machinery twisted so as to render it useless […]. It is believed the damage will amount to £150,000. 

(Manchester Evening News, 28 April 1873) 

The fire at the Miles Platting workshops destroyed 9,700 square yards of the building and twenty six 

carriages. The estimate loss and damage is £55,701. (L&YR Minutes, 28 April 1873) 

Letter; Sir, Referring to the report in this morning’s papers of the fire which unfortunately occurred 

yesterday morning at the workshops of this company, at Miles Platting, I beg to inform you that after close 

inquiry my directors find that the loss to the company stated at £150,000, is very much exaggerated, and 

that in gross it will not be equal to half that amount, and in reduction of this there are insurances in public 
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offices, and the company have also an amount to credit of their insurance account. Yours obediently, Wm S 

Lawn, Secretary, L&YR. (Manchester Evening News, 28 April 1873) 

The appearance presented by the L&YR Company’s works at Miles Platting yesterday in 

consequence of the fire which occurred on Sunday was, except so far as the machine shops at the 

northern end of the main building are concerned, a complete wreck. In the portion saved, which 

comprises one third of the building, the employees were, yesterday, able to resume work; and with 

regard to the men belonging to the locomotive and carriage departments, which were burned we 

are glad to report that none will suffer from loss of wages, as provision has been made by the 

company for their employment elsewhere, pending the reconstruction of the workshops. Many of 

these men have suffered severely from the loss of their tools, which it will be difficult for them to 

replace. 

That portion of the main building which was burned contained 16 locomotive engines, either in 

course of construction or undergoing repair, all of which were destroyed. The number of 

locomotives lying in the sidings, adjacent to the works, was seven; and of carriages, 130. These also 

were either destroyed or severely damaged. They were being prepared for the Whitsuntide 

excursions…Their loss will, doubtless, be severely felt. The upper floors of the building, which is 

four storeys (sic) high, contained materials used in the construction of locomotives and carriages, in 

large quantities, including oils, turpentine, and other inflammable substances, the presence of which 

was a source of danger which in subduing the fire it was difficult to contend against. The fire 

originated in a  temporary boiler house, which is timber lined, contiguous to the main building; and 

there is reason to believe that it was caused either by the too close proximity of wood to the 

furnace or the flue, or by an accumulation of hot ashes. (Manchester Guardian, 29 April 1873) 

Letter; Sir, Will you kindly allow me to ask for the sympathy and aid of your numerous readers on behalf of 

the hundreds of workmen who lost their tools in the disastrous fire at the L&YR Company’s Carriage Works 

on Sunday last. Many of these tools were very valuable, cannot easily be replaced, and have been lost by no 

fault of the men, who find themselves in a few hours deprived of tools that represent the savings of years. A 

committee should be formed to receive subscriptions, and if you would be good enough to take charge of 

subscriptions I have no doubt a sum might be soon raised sufficient to replace the tools so unfortunately 

destroyed by the fire. Yours respectfully, Charles Darrah, Miller Street, Manchester, April 29th. 1873. [We 

shall be happy to receive subscriptions, and will hand over the amount to any committee which may 

subsequently be formed. Ed. Manchester Evening News] (Manchester Evening News, 29 April 1873) 

In the portion of the works saved, which comprises one third of the building, the employees were 

yesterday able to resume work; and with regard to the men belonging to the locomotive and 

carriage departments, which were burned we are glad to report that none will suffer from loss of 

wages, as provision has been made by the company for their employment elsewhere, pending the 

reconstruction of the workshops. Many of these men have suffered severely from the loss of their 

tools, which it will be difficult for them to replace. (Manchester Guardian, 29 April 1873)  

Letter: Sir, We are much pleased to see in your issue of yesterday a letter from Mr Darrah, calling attention 

to the severe losses sustained by the coachmakers in the unfortunate fire on Sunday at the L&YR

Company’s works, Miles Platting. The boilermakers held a meeting on Tuesday and resolved that each man 

employed in the boiler shop contribute at least one half day’s pay to assist the sufferers in repairing their 

losses. We know that the working men of Manchester deeply sympathise with them, and only want 

appealing to, and they will show their sympathy in deeds as well as words. (Manchester Evening News, 30 

April 1873) 

May 
Letter; Sir, Will you kindly allow us, through the medium of your paper, to ask for pecuniary assistance for 

the men who have unfortunately had their tools destroyed by the fire. The loss has been very great, upwards 
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of 60 chests of tools, which, in the aggregate, amounts to upwards of £1,000. Any contributions will be 

thankfully received by Mr. C Fay, the superintendent of the carriage and wagon departments, Miles Platting. 

On behalf of the committee, Edward Tootell, Chairman. (Manchester Evening News, 1 May 1873) 

In a letter it was reported that about 60 chests of tools worth upwards of £1,000 were lost in the 

fire at the Miles Platting works and that any contributions towards the loss should be sent to Mr 

Charles Fay, the carriage and waggon superintendent. (Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1873) 

About 150 horses and lurries left the L&YR Company’s yard in Irwell Street, Salford, at about 

9.00am on 1st May 1873 to parade the principal streets of Manchester, profusely decorated with 

parti-coloured ribbons, flowers and etc. (Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of the Ripponden branch railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 7 May 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations on various parts of the system. (Manchester Guardian, 

13 May 1873) 

Tender of Messrs J Aird, £129,334, accepted for the new Fleetwood Docks. (L&YR Minutes, 14 May 

1873) 

A report is current that the L&YR, since the destructive fire at their Miles Platting works, are 

contemplating moving their locomotive building to Crewe, where there are already extensive 

railway works, owned by the LNWR. (Engineer, 23 May 1873, p.321) 

The L&YR and LNWR amalgamation bill has been rejected by the joint committee of Lords and 

Commons. (Manchester Guardian, 24 May 1873) 

No cattle wagons need be fitted up for the Whit Week passenger traffic as sufficient supplies of 

carriages can be obtained. (L&YR Minutes, 28 May 1873) 

June 
The L&YR invite tenders for the wrought iron and cast iron work required for the Astley Bridge 

branch railway. (Manchester Guardian, 4 June 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Littleborough. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 June 1873) Previously advertised on 4th May and 11th July 1872. 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Sowerby Bridge. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 June 1873) 

Board of Trade report of Colonel F H Rich, RE, dated Dublin 20th May 1873. Sir, In 

compliance with the instructions contained in your minute of the 30th ultimo, I have the honour to report, for 

the information of the Board of Trade, the result of my inquiry into the circumstances connected with the 

collision that occurred on the 26th ultimo, at Middleton station, on the L&YR line.  

There are two crossover roads leading from the up main line into the goods yard, and both crossover roads 

have slips on to the down line. One set of slips, which are those nearest the platform, has facing points on 

the down line. There is also a crossover road between the up and down lines at the east end of the station 

platform; and there is a siding at the north side of the railway which leads to a ballast pit, and joins the up 

main line at the same place as one of the lines that leads to the goods yard. There are no station signals, but 

there is a distant signal which has a repeater, and this distant signal can be powered to “all right” by one 

lever which is placed at the west end of the up platform, and by another lever which is placed bear the 

junction of the sidings at the east end of the yard. 
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 All points are worked separately by ground levers, and are in charge of the foreman shunter of the goods 

yard, who also works the distant signal for the protection of the station, when he is doing any shunting on the 

passenger line. The foreman porter at the passenger station is charged with the working of this same signal 

for passenger trains. Either of these men can take off the distant signal, but it requires both of them to act 

together to put it on. The railway from Middleton Junction to the east end of Middleton station falls on a 

gradient of 1 in 90, and it is level at the station platform. On the day in question a goods train, which 

consisted of a tank engine, fourteen waggons of goods, and four waggons of coal, arrived at the east end of 

Middleton station yard about 12.40pm.  

There were two guards in charge of the train, which was brought to a stand at the east end of the station. 

The engine driver, under the instructions of the yard foreman, pushed back fourteen waggons of his train on 

to the up line, along the crossover road which is farthest from the station platform. The engine was then 

uncoupled from the train and ran into the ballast siding. Fourteen waggons of goods, which had been backed 

on the up line, were then allowed to run down the incline into the goods yard, and the four waggons of coal 

which were at the tail of the train, and which appear to have been detached while the train was standing on 

the down line, were allowed to run along the down line, and were turned into the coal sidings at the back of 

the station platform, through the facing points of the slip road. The engine driver having then placed his 

engine in front of the fourteen waggons of goods, he and his fireman went to get their dinners. The porters 

at the station were also engaged in getting their dinners at the time. About ten minutes to two the foreman 

porter returned to the station and lowered the distant signal for the passenger train, which is due at 

Middleton at 2.00pm from Manchester.  

The passenger train, which consisted of a tank engine, three third, a fist, and a second, and a third class 

carriage with a brake compartment and a guard at the tail of the train arrived at its proper time. When the 

engine driver was within an engine length of the slip points leading to the coal sidings, he observed that they 

were open for the sidings. He was running at a speed of about seven miles per hour at the time; the steam 

was shut off. He reversed and put on steam, and his fireman made an attempt to apply the tender brake 

(sic) but the driver could not stop the train, and the engine ran against some twenty coal waggons which 

were standing in the sidings, about three carriage lengths from the points. The waggon of coal which the 

engine struck was smashed to pieces and three other coal waggons were damaged. The leading wheels of 

the engine of the passenger train were thrown off the rails and the engine was slightly damaged. The bodies 

of all the passenger carriages were shifted on their frames, and the ends of three of them were driven in, but 

none of them left the rails. The engine driver and his fireman remained on their engine, and were not hurt. 

The guard of the passenger train, who was riding in the last vehicle, had two of his ribs broken, and was 

rather seriously hurt.  

Eight passengers have complained of being injured, but it is believed that none of them were seriously hurt.  

The accident was caused by the yard foreman forgetting to place the points of the slip road right for the 

passenger line, after he had put the four waggons of coal into the coal siding. The lever handle that works 

these points is provided with a chain for the purpose of fastening the points right for the passenger line. This 

chain must have been unfastened to allow the coal waggons to get into the coal siding, and was not put 

back. Accidents of the kind are certain to happen sooner or later, when the safety of the passenger line is left 

dependent upon the memory of a man, whose mind is occupied with difficult and sometimes dangerous 

operations of sorting the goods trains, and shunting the various parts of them into the different sidings at the 

stations. The yard foreman has been a long time in the company’s service, and bears an excellent character, 

but he no doubt omitted to set the points right from forgetfulness and not from any wilful neglect.  

He is, however, very much to blame for not honestly confessing the truth about the matter, instead of trying 

to make it appear that some boys who are in the habit of going to the coal yard to buy coal, had wilfully 

meddled with the points. I recommend that proper signals should be supplied and fixed at Middleton station; 

that the points should be interlocked with the signals, and that the sidings should be controlled by blind 
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sidings, the points of which should be interlocked with the main line signals and points. This will render 

accidents of the kind impossible. (Middleton Albion, 14 June 1873) 

Tender of Messrs Dransfield, Thomson and Holmes, £25,634, accepted for the new station at 

Sowerby Bridge. (L&YR Minutes, 25 June 1873) 

[…] Broomfield level crossing, 470 yards from Bradford station, has a cabin supplied with block 

telegraph instruments. The line is worked by block telegraph between this cabin ‘B’ and cabin ‘A’, 

330 yards towards Bradford station. There is a semaphore home signal opposite to ‘B’ cabin. There is 

a home signal at Mill Lane cabin and a distant signal 150 yards towards Bradford. The signalman at 

‘A’ cabin admitted that it was the practise to disobey the printed block telegraph instructions. The 

signalman at ‘B’ cabin since December 1872 found the state of things which he and other signalmen 

have since continued. A signalman on duty at a small cabin at the end of the station platform gives the 

usual signal with his “plungers”. Regulations are habitually disregarded but are useless unless by the 

maintenance of proper discipline obedience to them is enforced. (Special instructions to signalmen for 

electric train signalling is appended) (Accident report, 21 June 1873) 

Report that Messrs Cooper and Tullis, contractors of Preston, have been instructed to proceed with 

the erection of the new station at Preston. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Evening News, 30 

June 1873) 

July 
Tender of Mr Taylor, £1,470, accepted for the new station at Littleborough. (L&YR Minutes, 2 July 

1873) 

Messrs Ashbury’s offer to fix Fays Patent Brake to carriages for £60, accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 8 July 

1873)  

Yesterday morning, Wednesday, 9th July 1873 an alarming accident occurred at the Victoria railway 

station, Manchester. A goods train on the L&Y line, which was entering the station from Miles 

Platting, was, by some unaccountable oversight or carelessness, turned into the Middleton siding, and 

it ran with great force into a train of empty carriages. Considerable damage was done to the rolling 

stock, but fortunately no one was injured. (Manchester Guardian, 10 July 1873) 

A very neat and commodious station, to be used by the L&YR and the Manchester, Sheffield and 

Lincolnshire Railway, is on the point of being finished at Penistone. (Engineer, 11 July 1873, p.25) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new engine shed at Sandhills. (Manchester Guardian, 11 

July 1873) 

On Monday, 14th July 1873 shortly after 8.00pm the Maudland luggage train to Miles Platting had 

been stopped opposite the Firwood Mill, Middleton Junction. On restarting the drawbar of one of 

the waggons came out causing the train to separate and a number of large iron girders, en route 

from Bolton to Grimsby, fell on the line. Traffic was delayed as men under the station master, Mr 

Frost, cleared the line. In the meantime traffic used the down line to Blue Pits. (Middleton Albion, 19 

July 1873) 

Preston […] has hitherto possessed the most inconvenient station, altogether inadequate to the 

large number of trains belonging to the LNW and other leading company’s which arrive at, and are 

despatched from it, daily. A change is at length to be made, and the LNW and L&Y companies, who 

are joint owners of the station…have determined upon the construction of a new and greatly 

enlarged terminus and buildings in connexion therewith, which, when completed, will make the 

Preston station one of the largest and most important in the country.  
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The plans for the new station and buildings, which include the erection of a hotel, have been 

prepared by Mr Baker, engineer in chief of the LNW company and the works will be carried out 

under the superintendence of Mr Carr, the resident engineer at Preston. The works, which, in their 

entirety, are of considerable magnitude, were commenced on Monday last, 16th June 1873 by Messrs 

Cooper and Tullis, the contractors and here it may be stated that Cooper and Tullis were not the 

original contractors. The works were to have been constructed by Messrs Brooks and Garside of 

Bolton but circumstances led to new tenders being invited. 

The station, as enlarged, will occupy an area of upwards of six acres in extent  and will be carried 

under and across Fishergate by a stupendous iron girder bridge. 

The enlargement of the station involves the removal of the engine and carriage sheds to the west of 

the approach to the present station from the south, together with other buildings belonging to the 

company as well as to private owners which will be demolished for the purpose of widening the line 

and providing the required space for the enlarged station. The earliest portion of the work will 

consist of the demolition of the existing bridge or tunnel by which the railway at present is carried 

under Fishergate in a northerly direction; and when this is done the line will be widened at this point 

by the construction of eight lines, instead of only two as at present; together with the erection of 

the large bridge over the railway already referred to. The girders of the bridge will measure 125 feet 

long, 8 feet deep, and 2 feet thick and will weigh about 80 tons each and six of them will be required 

in the construction of the bridge, the piers of which will be of solid masonry. 

There will be separate and distinct booking offices with waiting rooms, refreshment rooms and 

other offices on the east and west sides of the line respectively, the passing traffic north and south 

being divided from each other. There will be a main central platform, 1,100 feet long and 24 feet 

wide, running the length of the area of the station, together with four other platforms running 

parallel with it. There will be also access to and from the station both at the north and south. The 

station will be covered by an elliptical roof in several divisions consisting mainly of iron and glass. 

This roof will be about 700 feet in length, or nearly two thirds of the length  of the entire station 

area. 

The hotel will be a prominent  feature amongst the rest of the new station buildings. It will be 

situated on a plot of ground belonging to the company at the south west angle of the entrance to 

the station, with which it will be directly connected, the principal façade being on the south side of 

Fishergate with a large area in front, a portion of which will be set apart as a cabstand. The building 

will be in the Italian style of architecture, the materials being red brick with stone dressings. It will be 

large and commodious and has been designed to contain accommodation for more than 200 visitors. 

The entire cost of the station, including the buildings and hotel will be about £120,000. (The Builder, 

19 June 1873) 

Tender of Holme and Nichol, £8,427, accepted for new engine shed at Sandhills. (L&YR Minutes, 23 

July 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station at Little Crosby. (Manchester 

Guardian, 30 July 1873) 

August 
[…] Brewery Sidings cabin is about 440 yards east of Miles Platting station. 86 yards east of it is a 

signal post with two semaphore arms, the upper arm for the main line and the lower to a loop line. 

About 800 yards eastwards is a distant signal applying to both these arms. The home signals are 

interlocked with the facing points and crossovers, the distant is not. The signal arrangements, have 

been in place one year and ten months, were made with a view to extending the siding 

accommodation and separating the goods from the passenger traffic. The signal cabin is fitted with 
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Yardley’s patent locking apparatus. A locking bar in front of the facing points would prevent those 

points from being moved until a train had passed over them […](Accident report, 9 August 1873) 

[…] approached from the north Burnley station platform is on a loop from the main line, the signals 

and points of this loop are worked from raised signal cabins at the north and south on the block 

telegraph system. The main and loop signals are fixed one above the other on the same post, the 

points standing normal for the main line […] (Accident report, 13 August 1873) 

[…] at Newtown carriage sidings there is a signal cabin, half a mile from Victoria station, and a 

through crossing with slip points connecting the sidings with the up and down main lines. The cabin, 

which is No.2 block cabin from Victoria, has within the last six months been fitted up with Saxby and 

Farmer locking apparatus with their latest improvements and Mr Preese’s telegraph apparatus. The 

line is worked on the block system. To protect the crossover there is a home signal 50 yards from the 

cabin and a distant about 530 yards further south. The gradient being so steep, the telegraph 

instruments are used, and the block system in force, to No.3 cabin only, but the ordinary signals are 

relied upon, without the assistance of the block telegraph apparatus, towards No.1 cabin, when the 

through crossing is employed. As the through crossing fouls the down main line inside the home 

signal, it is considered that without infringing the rules of the block system a train may be allowed to 

shunt from the siding across the down main line to the up, opposite to the signal cabin; and it is 

believed to be less necessary to use the block instruments in this case because the Newtown cabin is 

approached on a rising gradient. Though the distant signal is well seen leaving Victoria the home 

signal is partially obscured by telegraph wires, posts, carriers, and conductors […] (Accident report, 

18 August 1873) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 20th August 1873. (Manchester 

Guardian, 21 August 1873) 

After a jury awarded passenger, injured in a collision on the L&YR when travelling from Southport 

to Manchester, £400 compensation, Mr Justice Brett enquired of Doctor Noble, one of the medical 

witnesses, how long railway injuries lasted, Dr Noble stated that the injured persons never 

recovered until after the trial. (Engineer, 22 August 1873, p.113) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Pimbo Lane. (Manchester Guardian, 28 

August 1873) 

September 
Lieu. Col. C S Hutchinson reports the result of his inquiry into the circumstances connected with 

the collision which occurred on the 4th August at Clayton Bridge station, on the L&YR, between a 

LNW Company’s passenger train from Leeds to Manchester, and some coal wagons belonging to the 

L&Y Company, in which twenty two persons were more or less injured with bruises, wounds, 

shakes, or contusions. This collision, he states, was due, in the first instance, to the driver of the 

passenger train approaching Clayton Bridge distant signal on a somewhat hazy day, and when the 

rails were slippery, at so high a speed that he was not only unable to stop at it, but was still moving 

with some speed when, at a point 320 yards inside this signal, or 90 yards from the bridge at which 

he acknowledges to have caught sight of it, his engine came into violent collision with some loaded 

wagons in motion towards it. The station master, the signal, and the absence of the block system, 

are blamed as partially contributory to the accident. (Engineer, 5 September 1873, p.147) 

John Hawkshaw who has been knighted was born at Leeds in 1811 and in early life was assistant to 

Alexander Nimmo. While at the age of 20 he became manager of Bolivar Copper Mines in South 

America. He constructed the Manchester and Bolton  and the L&Y railways, besides some in Russia, 

Mauritius, and India. (Engineer, 5 September 1873, p.147) 
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At the meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians held on 11th September 1873 the 

chairman said that the Board would be aware that they had been a long time in negotiations for the 

sale of the workhouse hospital, New Bridge Street, to the L&YR, and he was now in a position to 

inform them that the negotiations had been consummated, the first instalment of the purchase 

money, £20,000, having been paid over to the treasurer of the Manchester Guardians. The total sum 

obtained for the property, which comprised 18,618 square yards of land, was £95,000. A portion of 

the property abutting on New Bridge Street, including the offices and other buildings covering an 

area of 5,608 square yards, was retained by the Board. He thought they had obtained more for the 

property than they would have done had they contested the point with the company in Parliament, 

although the committee stood out stiffly for £100,000, because they would have preferred not to 

sell. It would now be for the Board to look out for other buildings, several sites for which would be 

shortly submitted to the Board. Mr Sever said that he quite agreed with the chairman in the remark 

that the Board would have preferred keeping the property, but in the interests of the public, and 

considering that the want of accommodation at Victoria station was daily increasing, he thought the 

committee had acted very properly in selling the property. He also considered that they had got a 

handsome sum for it, seeing that they had only asked for £100,000 and had got £95,000. The 

chairman said the committee had asked for more than £100,000; but that this was the sum they 

stood out for, reminding the company that the Board were not sellers, that they had next to nothing 

to pay as chief rent for the land, and that wherever they went after the sale of the place they would 

have to pay more. (Manchester Evening News, 11 September 1873; Manchester Guardian, 12 

September 1873) 

[…] the points and signal levers at Gregson Lane have recently been concentrated and interlocked in a 

raised cabin […] (Accident report, 17 September 1873 

[…] the tunnel between Denby Dale and Shepley has been worked on the absolute block system for 

many years […] (Accident report, 18 September 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of the line of railway between Chatburn and Hellifield. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 September 1873) 

The Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians resolved at their meeting on 25th September 1873 

that an infirmary be erected in connection with the workhouse ay Crumpsall, to replace the 

workhouse hospital in New Bridge Street, contracted to be sold to the L&YR. (Manchester Evening 

News, 25 September 1873; Manchester Guardian, 26 September 1873) 

[…] the junction signals at the west end of North Dean station are placed immediately opposite the 

junction and the signal cabin. They were interlocked with each other two or three years since. It is the 

practise to take off the distant and junction signals for all up trains which have to stop at the station 

then put them to danger as soon as the train has stopped. The driver then whistles for the main line or 

branch. The up line facing points are set normal for the main line because of the interlocking, when 

the driver gives three whistles the points have to be moved before the branch signal can be lowered. 

There is no down starting signal, merely an inspectors hand signal authorises a train to leave. The 

railway from North Dean to Dryclough and the tunnel to Elland is worked with the assistance of the 

electric telegraph […] (Accident report, 29 September 1873) 

Following the closure by the L&YR of the level crossing at Chorley an assembly of several hundred 

people smashed down the obstruction on Monday, 29th September 1873. (Manchester Guardian, 30 

September 1873) 

October 
[…] there are two signal cabins east of Mirfield station, one, the ”tower” cabin, is 170 yards east of 

the platform end, and “W” cabin is 450 yards east of Tower cabin; about a mile further east is 

Thornhill Junction and between these last the traffic is worked on the absolute block system. The 
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necessary instruments are in place between “W” and Tower cabins but traffic is only worked on this 

system in case of fog. On Sunday when “W” cabin is closed the block working is carried on between 

Tower and Thornhill Junction cabins. For down trains “W” cabin has a down distant 400 yards off and 

a down home signal 40 yards west of the cabin. The Tower cabin has down home signals and for a 

down distant signal, starting signals at the east end of the platform, regulating the starting of trains 

from the main line and two bays. The time of all trains entering or leaving Mirfield is registered by a 

ground signalman stationed at cabin “S” near the east end of the platform […] (Accident report 2 

October 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the wrought iron and cast iron work on the Clayton West branch. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 October 1873) 

Active preparations are being made on the part of the L&YR to erect a large and handsome station 

at Sowerby Bridge. The station will include commodious offices, waiting rooms, and station masters 

house. The estimated cost is £26,000, and the contract for the whole of the work has been let to 

Dronfield, Holmes and Thompson of Liverpool. At Mytholmroyd also, additions are about to be 

made, including new waiting rooms. (Manchester Evening News, 11 October 1873) 

There is a probability that before many weeks elapse the new station at Lytham will be in use as the 

station for Manchester, Preston, and the south, as well as for Blackpool. The contractors for the 

junction line are pushing on with their work to be ready for traffic over a double line by 1st

November 1873 if possible; and the contractor for the new station is also hastening on to the 

completion of his part of the work. (Manchester Evening News, 24 October 1873) 

Preparations are now being made for the erection of new docks at Fleetwood. The trench in which 

the dock wall will be built is to be 17 feet wide, and a short length of it is being proceeded with at 

the south west corner. The foundation of the dock wall will be on concrete, 14 feet wide, and will 

rest upon the clay bed, the stone wall itself being 31 feet high. The size of the dock will be 1,000 feet 

by 400 feet, and the entrance gates 50 feet across; depth of water, 21 feet, at spring tides. 

(Manchester Evening News, 25 October 1873) 

November 
Yesterday morning, Thursday, 6th November 1873 an alarming accident occurred on the L&YR line 

at Ingham’s Colliery Junction, about two miles out of Dewsbury, through a passenger train from 

Manchester running into a goods train which is said to have been thirteen hours overdue. The 

passenger train left Victoria station, Manchester at about five o’clock, and was due at Ingham’s 

Junction at about five or ten minutes to seven o’clock. A goods train, known as “the down goods”, 

was preceding it on the line at this point, and some waggons had to be shunted in the sidings of the 

junction. The shunting had just been completed, and the goods train put in motion for pursuing the 

journey when the passenger train came up at full speed, and dashed into the rear of the goods train, 

as the latter was proceeding at the rate of about three miles per hour. The effect of the collision 

upon the goods train was to smash the guard’s van and two or three trucks laden with cotton, and 

send them rolling down the embankment, which at this point is rather lofty. The engine of the 

passenger train left the metals, but was not overturned, and the driver and stoker were uninjured. 

Three or four carriages next to the engine were splintered and otherwise damaged, and it was the 

passengers in these who most felt the effects of the accident. Nineteen passengers in all were 

injured, though the bulk of these were only shaken […]. The up line was not blocked, and the whole 

of the obstructions on the other were removed after several hours’ labour. It is said that the goods 

guard had neglected to signal “danger” whilst the shunting was being done, and on the other hand it 

is asserted that the signalman in the box near the siding is the person to blame. (Manchester Evening 

News, 7 November 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the alterations and extension of the warehouse and erection of new 

offices at Brighouse. (Manchester Guardian, 8 November 1873) 
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Notice of the L&YR New Works and Additional Powers Bill. (Manchester Guardian, 14 November 

1873) 

L&YR engine drivers and firemen have memorialised their directors for less hours and an advance of 

3/- per week. (Engineer, 14 November 1873, p.315) 

A dock is now in course of construction at Fleetwood. Two wells, each about 40 feet deep, have 

been sunk at the north east and south west corners of the site of the intended dock, and in the 

latter a steam pumping apparatus has been put down. These wells will drain the water from the 

surrounding land, and will be kept clear by pumping. There is now on the ground a large quantity of 

stone, in immense blocks, from the quarries at Longridge, near Preston, and several limekilns are 

being built. The trench for the dock wall will be 17 feet wide, and this part of the undertaking is now 

in progress. The foundations will be upon concrete, 14 feet wide, and will rest upon a bed of fine 

stiff clay; and the stone wall will be 31 feet high. The dimensions of the dock will be 1,000 feet long 

by 400 feet wide. The entrance gates will be 50 feet across; and the depth of water at spring tides 

will be 21 feet. (The Builder, 15 November 1873) 

Foot warmers for carriages have not yet been supplied in Yorkshire. To be supplied at once. (L&YR

Minutes, 26 November 1873) 

To guard against the possibility of closing the cotton mills in Padiham, in consequence of the colliers 

strike, some of the leading manufacturers have asked the L&YR to grant them facilities for conveying 

coal from Burnley to Padiham on the loop line in course of construction from Rose Grove to 

Blackburn, and it is likely that the application will be acceded to (Manchester Evening News, 27 

November 1873) 

Application has been made to Parliament by the LNWR and the L&YR to construct jointly a railway 

from the LNWR at Huddersfield to the L&YR at Elland, with powers to appoint a joint committee 

or board of directors to manage the joint line. (Engineer, 28 November 1873, p.355) 

December 
[…] there is a signal cabin at the east end of Victoria station which controls all trains arriving and 

departing. The lever handles by which the points and signals are worked from the No.1 cabin are 

interlocked and the railway is worked on the absolute block system. The signal wires from No.1 cabin 

to the bay platform signals pass under the rails as well as a platform and there are trap doors through 

which the cranks and pulleys can be cleaned and examined. It was recommended that the wires be 

conveyed through pipes to avoid them getting jammed by stones and rubbish accumulating on the line 

[…] (Accident report, 6 December 1873) 

The L&Y Company propose to make a branch line to Great Crosby, near Liverpool and a short line 

in Manchester. The West Lancashire Company propose extensions to Liverpool in connexion with 

the Central Station line and the North Mersey branch of the L&YR. (Engineering, 12 December 

1873, p.486) 

[…] to the west of Bullfield tunnel, Bolton, there are two cabins, upper and lower, the lower being 80 

yards west of the tunnel and 194 yards from the upper cabin. There are sidings on both sides of the 

line which is worked by telegraph on the block system between them and Bolton station. The two 

cabins appear to have been built upwards of twenty years and are not supplied with modern means 

and appliances. Certain points and signals are worked from the cabins but the levers are not 

interlocked with one another. The cabins are provided with a distant signal to each other and 

communicate by mechanical gong. There are no home signals or trap points to protect the main line. 

There are speaking telegraph instruments between the lower cabin and Bolton on one side and 

Lostock Junction on the other thus giving the signalman knowledge of approaching trains. The down 

distant, opposite the lower cabin, is operated by the signalman at the upper cabin. The Blackburn
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Junction signal cabin at the west of Bolton station was opened in 1870 […] (Accident report, 13 

December 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of two bridges and walls at Ince. (Manchester Guardian, 13 

December 1873) 

The L&YR Company is about to erect new station buildings, with offices, etc., at Sowerby Bridge at 

an estimated cost of £26,000. The same company is about to build additions at Mytholmroyd and are 

rumoured to be contemplating a new and large station at Bradford. (Engineering, 17 December 

1873, p.323) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 17th December 1873 to authorise raising 

capital. (Manchester Evening News, 17 December 1873; Manchester Guardian, 18 December 1873) 

In future the names of stations are to be painted in white letters on a black ground. In future the word 

“station” is to be dispensed with. (L&YR Minutes, 18 December 1873) 

Following the Government purchase of telegraphs railway companies are making claims. The claim of 

the L&YR amounts to £950,000. The matter is to be referred to two arbitrators – Mr Weaver, 

secretary of one of the telegraph companies, on the part of the Government and Sir John 

Hawkshaw, on the part of the L&YR. The umpire is Sir John Kerslake. (The Builder, 20 December 

1873) 

Tenders to be accepted. C De Bergue & Co., £2,236, for ironwork of new bridge at Ince; A Binns, 

£2,105, for masonry of the same bridge. (L&YR Minutes, 23 December 1873) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Kirkby; for a new station and station 

masters house at Castleford; for a new warehouse at Cleckheaton. (Manchester Guardian & 

Manchester Evening News, 23 December 1873) 

Cornelius Willes Eborall was born at Manchester in 1821. In early life he spent time in the offices of 

the Manchester and Sheffield Company but his principal training for railway life was received in 

connection with the now almost forgotten East Lancashire Railway, that in one direction 

commenced at Blackburn and proceeded thence to Burnley, with a main line by a fork at Accrington 

to Bolton, via Slashlingden (sic), Rossendale and Bury. From Bolton the connection previously 

existed to Manchester. The East Lancashire, now part of the L&Y of which Mr Eborall, when still 

quite a young man, rose to be general manager, has been quite a nursery for railway officers, about 

half a dozen well known principal officers in the present great companies having received their 

training under that comparatively small company. In 1856 Mr Eborall was appointed general manager 

of the South Eastern Railway. (Engineer, 26 December 1873, p.420) 

We regret to record the death of C W Eborall, the general manager of the South Eastern Railway 

on Friday, 19th December 1873 […]. He was born in Manchester in 1820 and commenced his 

acquaintance with railway life at an early age in connexion with the East Lancashire Railway 

Company. About the year 1853 he was appointed manager of the company which, with many other 

originally independent companies, is now incorporated with the L&Y […]. In 1856 he was appointed 

general manager of the South Eastern Railway. (Engineering, 26 December 1873, p.512) 

A meeting of the L&YR goods guards, firemen and engine drivers was held on 28th December 1873 

to consider the memorial of the guards for an increase of wages and the reduction of overtime 

which had not been complied with. It was stated that the firemen and drivers had presented a similar 

memorial, of which no notice had been taken. The meeting resolved to appoint a deputation to wait 

upon the directors on the 5th January 1874 with the object of pressing their claims. (Manchester 

Evening News, 29 December 1873) 
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1874 
January 

The L&YR, to show their sympathy with their servants, contribute a large annual sum in aid of an 

insurance society established among the men for the relief of those who may be hurt on the railway, 

and of the families of such as are fatally injured while discharging their duty in the service of the 

company. (Engineer, 2 January 1874, p.5) 

Railways and the Board of Trade – L&YR. Reply by Mr Dugdale, L&Y chairman, in response to 

Mr Chichester Fortescue’s letter on the subject of accidents. “With respect to Captain Tyler’s report of 

the thirty one accidents which occurred on the company’s lines in his judgement sixteen might have been 

avoided had locking, or block signals, been in position…orders have been given to extend the block and 

interlocking system to other portions of the line, but the early completion of the work is impeded through the 

difficulty of getting those firms who undertake this class of work to execute it as early as we desire owing to 

their being so full of similar orders”. (Railway News, 3 January 1874) 

Tender of B Roberts, £1,394, accepted for new goods warehouse at Cleckheaton. (L&YR Minutes, 7 

January 1874) 

Mr Phillips, of the Railway Service Gazette, who was deputed by Mr Bass, MP, to make inquiries at 

Manchester respecting the number of servants killed and injured on the L&YR during 1872, 

commenting on the suggestions that have been made that possibly the majority of casualties to 

servants involving injury only, which, he discovered, were mere scratches or bruises, states that 

thirty four of them are described by the company as permanent disablements, while the remaining 

1,333 were all of sufficiently serious nature to temporarily unfit the sufferers for their usual 

employment according to the evidence of the company’s doctors. He adds that no fewer than thirty 

six L&Y servants were killed, twenty permanently disabled, and 671 injured during the first six 

months of 1873. (Engineer, 9 January 1874, p.21) 

Traffic receipts on the L&Y showed an increase for the 26 weeks ending 28th December 1873 over 

the corresponding period of 1872 of £60,712. (Engineer, 9 January 1874, p.21) 

Report of the ceremony of cutting the first sod on the Chatburn to Hellifield railway on Thursday, 

8th January 1874. It was a great day in the annals of the ancient little town of Gisburn in the northern 

part of the West Riding of Yorkshire, just over the Lancashire border. The first sod of the long 

projected Chatburn and Hellifield railway, to be constructed by the L&YR Company, was cut by 

Lord Ribblesdale, amid demonstrations of rejoicing, with a silver spade and was wheeled in a silver 

mounted barrow to the tip. A salute of guns was afterwards fired, and the company returned to the 

Ribblesdale Arms and there partook of luncheon. The L&YR Company are the projectors of the 

proposed line, which will, in fact, be an extension of the Bolton, Blackburn and Clitheroe Railway. 

On the formation of this railway, about a quarter of a century ago, powers  were obtained by the 

L&YR to carry the line up to Hellifield, but the directors of the company found it expedient not to 

go beyond Chatburn […]. At Hellifield the line will communicate with that of the Midland Company. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 January 1874) 

An accident on 6th November 1873 at Ingham’s siding, between Dewsbury East junction and 

Horbury station on the L&YR was caused by the direct disobedience of the company’s instructions 

for the working of the block system by the signalman at Dewsbury East Junction. (Railway News, 10 

January 1874) 

An inquiry by the Board of Trade was held on Saturday 10th January 1874 into a double railway 

collision on Saturday, 13th December 1873 at Gilnow Crossing, between Bolton and Lostock 

Junction. The 5.25pm passenger train from Manchester to Fleetwood ran into the 2.20pm empty 

waggon train from Oldham Road, Manchester, to Liverpool. A portion of the wreck of the goods 
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train obstructed the up line and was run into by the 4.45pm passenger train from Southport to 

Manchester. Several passengers and the driver of the Southport train were injured.  

On the west of Bolton station there was a tunnel, about a quarter mile long, known as Bullfield 

tunnel, beyond which again there were two cabins within about two hundred yards of one another, 

called Bullfield Upper and Lower cabins. On both sides of the main lines in the neighbourhood of 

these cabins there were extensive sidings. The Bullfield tunnel was worked by telegraph on the block 

system, but the two cabins in question were constructed upwards of twenty years ago, and were not 

supplied with modern means and appliances. Certain of the points in the neighbourhood were 

worked from them, but the levers were not interlocked with one another. The signalmen in these 

cabins were each provided with a distant signal, working to the other cabin, and with the means of 

communication by a mechanical gong; but there was no home signal at either cabin, and there were 

no trap, or safety points, to protect the main line from these sidings. There were telegraph speaking 

instruments in the upper cabin from Bolton on one side and from Lostock Junction on the other 

side, and the signalman in that cabin was thus provided with the means of knowing when to expect a 

train, and what class of train was approaching him.  

The traffic on this portion of the L&YR was very heavy, and might be said to be almost incessant, but 

no means as yet had been provided for shunting and marshalling the goods trains independent of the 

passenger trains, and much obstruction and risk to the traffic were caused for the want of this extra 

accommodation. Giving evidence, John Morris, the signalman at the upper Bullfield cabin, said that 

the goods train passed him about six o’clock, the Fleetwood express followed about two minutes 

after. He showed a green light to the driver of the latter. He had no home signal at his cabin for the 

down line, but the distant signal at the mouth of Bullfield tunnel showed “all right”. He acted on that 

occasion in accordance with his ordinary practise, which was to show a green light to any train 

following another within five minutes.  

He had no instructions to that effect, but it had always been the practise while he had been at the 

cabin, a period of eight months, and he had never been found fault with for working to it. It was a 

practise which existed when he joined the cabin. He was aware of the printed rule of the Company 

which required him to show a danger signal for five minutes after the passing of a train, and a green 

signal for five minutes longer, but if he were to attempt to work to that rule he should be obliged to 

stop nearly every train passing during the day, and the line would be continually blocked; in fact it 

would be impossible to work the traffic if that rule were adhered to. He had been discharged by the 

Company for the infringement of the rule. He would have shunted the goods train if there had been 

room, but he had already put three trains in sidings to allow the passenger train to pass, and there 

was no room for any other. He had frequently been obliged to cross the goods trains from one line 

to another to allow the passenger trains to pass. He considered he had been unjustly dealt with by 

the Company, because the rule of preserving intervals of time between trains applied as much to 

Bolton as to Bullfield, and those who started the trains from Bolton were as much if not more in 

fault than himself. Mr Maddock said that the conduct of the witness during his twelve months’ 

service had been very good, there having been no complaints against him. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

January 1874) 

At a meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians held on Thursday, 15th January 1874 

a letter from the L&YR was read out. “I am requested by my colleagues, the Directors of the L&YR

Company, to call the attention of the Manchester Guardians of the Poor for Manchester to the 

unsatisfactory position of this Company with respect to the contract entered into by us for the purchase of a 

considerable portion of the workhouse property in Manchester. It was one of the conditions of the purchase 

that we should pay the sum of £20,000 down as part of the purchase money, and we did so, and the 

contract provides that the Manchester Guardians are to use due diligence to give the Company possession 

of the whole of the property purchased, and, if possible, at an early date possession of a portion of the 

property adjoining the railway, to enable the Company to proceed with their intended works. Mr Meek, our 
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engineer, has explained to Mr Mills, the portion of the property which we require at once for the purpose of 

improving our Victoria station, but I find that, although four months have elapsed since the signing of the 

contract, no arrangement has yet been come to on the subject, Mr Mills expressing himself unable to meet 

Mr Meek’s views or any modification of them that would be of use to the Company. I would wish it to be 

understood that, in communicating with you, I am by no means making any complaint against Mr Mills, but 

simply desire to call attention of the Manchester Guardians to the unsatisfactory position of this matter, and 

the more especially as increased accommodation at the Victoria station is urgently required, not only in the 

interests of the Company, but for the convenience of the public; and I am sure you and the Manchester 

Guardians will feel that it is only reasonable that we should at once have possession of the portion of the 

land required for our immediate necessities. I am aware that any question between us arising out of the 

contract may be referred to arbitration, but a proceeding of this kind we wish to avoid, and feel satisfied that 

now the matter is brought formally before the Manchester Guardians you will take such steps as will enable 

the reasonable request of the Company as to the immediate possession of the portion of land purchased 

being granted”. The letter was referred to the New Infirmary Building Committee. (Manchester 

Guardian & Manchester Evening News, 16 January 1874) 

The old embankment at Fleetwood was greatly damaged by yesterday’s storm. (L&YR Minutes, 21 

January 1874) 

February 
Accident on 2nd February 1874. (At Accrington) […] at the north junction is a raised signal cabin 

opposite the junction points arranged on the locking principle […] the station platform has been 

roofed over since the junction signals were put up. (Accident report) 

Accident on 4th February 1874. (At Bury L&Y) the east and west cabins are arranged on the locking 

principle having bell communication between the two. (Accident report) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a loop line of railway from the north side of the river 

Irk, near Long Millgate to Thorpes Bridge. (Manchester Evening News, 4 February 1874; Manchester 

Guardian, 10 February 1874) 

The second line of rails between Daisyfield and Chatburn passed for opening provided that, within six 

months, shelters be provided on all platforms where none exists at present. (L&YR Minutes, 10 

February 1874) 

Report of the directors for the meeting of the L&YR to be held on 18th February 1874. (Manchester 

Evening News, 11 February 1874) 

Tender of W Watts, £5,500, to be accepted for enlargement of goods warehouse at Brighouse station. 

(L&YR Minutes, 11 February 1874) 

The new passenger station at Penistone, on the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway, was 

opened last week for traffic. It comprises a station master’s house, first and second class 

refreshment rooms, the usual waiting rooms and offices, etc. The up and down platforms on the 

main line are each 500 feet in length, and there is an additional covered “deck” to accommodate the 

branch trains which work the L&Y Company’s branch to Huddersfield and district. The station has 

been built by Messrs Weatherby & Co. of York, and is much nearer the town than the old one. 

(Engineering, 13 February 1874, p.131)  

The L&YR directors report that arbitrators have been appointed to determine the claim of the company 

on Her Majesty’s Postmaster General in respect of the telegraph system on the railway. (Railway

News, 14 February 1874) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the iron work for the bridges on the Ripponden branch railway; for the 

wrought iron work for Goodier Lane Bridge at Brighouse station. (Manchester Guardian & Men, 14 

February 1874) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 18th February 1874. (Manchester 

Evening News, 18 February 1874; Manchester Guardian, 19 February 1874) 

The L&YR meeting reports that the block and interlocking system had been a costly item. In 1871 

they had spent upon these £12,000; in 1872, £33,000; and in 1873, £59,000. (Railway News, 21 

February 1874) 

March 
The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of iron for nine engines. Wm Yates, Locomotive Department, 

Miles Platting. (Manchester Evening News, 5 March 1874) 

The L&YR, LNWR and the NER have resolved to keep their booking office windows open during 

the entire day, to enable passengers to get their tickets at any time. The LNWR commenced the 

scheme last week, and the L&YR began on Monday, we believe. (Engineer, 6 March 1874, p.163) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the works required in raising the turnpike road over the railway at Low 

Moor, including bridges, walls and approaches. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Evening News, 

7 March 1874) 

Summary of the Board of Trade report of an accident at Bullfield, Bolton on 13th December 1873. 

(Railway News, 14 March 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway from Pickle Bridge (Wyke) to 

Brighouse. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Evening News, 14 March 1874) 

The tender of Taylor and Thomson, £107,194, to be accepted for the Manchester Loop Line. (L&YR

Minutes, 18 March 1874) 

Inquiry held on 20th  and 21st  March 1874 into claims for damages incurred by the L&YR building the 

Manchester Loop Line. (Manchester Evening News, 25 March 1874) 

The L&YR Company are about to receive tenders for raising the roads over the line at Low Moor, 

including bridges and approaches. The same company is about to construct a branch railway from 

Pickle Bridge to Brighouse, a distance of 2 miles 39 chains. (Engineering, 27 March 1874, p.223) 

Accident on 27th March 1874. (At Brighouse) the points and signals are concentrated and interlocked 

in a raised cabin at the up end of the down platform. (Accident report) 

The L&YR announce that on and after 1st April 1874 the booking offices at Blackburn, Bolton, 

Bradford, Halifax, Huddersfield, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Rochdale and Wakefield will be open 

continuously from 8.00am to 7.00pm. Before 8.00am and after 7.00pm the booking offices at the 

above stations will be open fifteen minutes before the departure of trains, this applies to all other 

stations throughout the day. (Manchester Guardian, 31 March 1874) 

April 
Owing to a representation made by Mr R Moxon, of Pontefract, with the L&YR, it was decided to 

cover in with glass both platforms at the Monkhill station. The north platform, hitherto so very 

dangerous, is also to be widened. At Tanshelf similar improvements are being made. (British 

Architect, 3 April 1874) 
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Reference to legal proceedings to be instituted by the Board of Trade against the L&YR on their line. 

A letter from the L&YR secretary, Mr Lawn, explained his position on the matter. (Railway News, 4 

April 1874) 

The L&YR in London of opening an office for the sale of tickets. Offices are now open at 

Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Rochdale, Wakefield, Bolton, Blackburn and most other important 

towns. The effect of this arrangement will be to avoid most of that crowding and confusion at the 

usual booking offices at holiday times. (Railway News, 4 April 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of branch railways. No.1. from near Stoneclough station 

to the township of Little Hulton, 1 mile 15 chains; No.2. from No.1. near the turnpike road to Bolton 

to the west side of Worsley turnpike road, 67 chains. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Evening 

News, 4 April 1874) 

Tenders to be accepted; A Binns, £4,330, for work on road at Low Moor; Pitts and Binner, £3,460, for 

iron work of bridge in lieu of level crossing at Low Moor. (L&YR Minutes, 8 April 1874) 

Tender of Naylor Bros. £4,470, accepted in place of Mr Binns for road at Low Moor. (L&YR Minutes, 

15 April 1874) 

[…] the points and signals (at Thornhill Junction station) are concentrated and interlocked in a raised 

cabin at the west end of the station near the junction of the Manchester and Bradford lines. The 

present locking frame was put in about eighteen months ago. Siding points to the down main line, 96 

yards and 126 yards from the cabin, are controlled by local levers attached to rods which prevent the 

points being opened for the main line unless these levers are previously pulled over and the down 

main line signals thereby locked at danger. In spite of the signal apparatus being in use for a short 

time it is much out of order, it being possible with little force to set the points for one line and the 

signals for another. The defects are not necessarily due to design but to wear and tear and the 

reputable manufacturers are to put the frame right at their own expense […] (Accident report, 23 

April 1874) 

The vice-president of the Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society exhibited some portion of 

the cast iron roof from the Salford station, which, after having been up for a period of four years, 

was so much corroded and damaged that it had to be taken down. He attributed the effects to 

sulphuric acid and soot arising from the combustion of the coal used in locomotives passing under it, 

aided by the action of steam and vibration. (Engineer, 24 April 1874, p.281; The Builder, 16 May 

1874)) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the works required in constructing a bridge for a footway at Oldham 

Werneth. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Evening News, 25 April 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. 1. Oldham Road, Manchester; 2. Brighouse and 

Mytholmroyd; Bradford and Low Moor; 4. Accrington and Burnley; 5. Blackburn to Chatburn; 6. 

Lostock Junction to Liverpool; 7. Liverpool goods stations. (Manchester Guardian, 25 April 1874) 

May 
New iron works on a somewhat extensive scale are being erected at the Horbury Junction of the 

L&YR, between Barnsley and Wakefield. New shops, sheds, etc., for Messrs Roberts & Co. who will 

carry on the business of railway wagon building, are also in a forward state. (Engineering, 1 May 

1874, p.321) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new stables at Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian & 

Manchester Evening News, 2 May 1874) 
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Mr Thorley reported that Mr Cawkwell of the LNWR and Mr Oakley of the GNR have promised to 

let him know what they can do for this company in the way of carriages for the Whit Week traffic. Mr 

Thorley is opposed to the use of cattle wagons under any circumstance. (L&YR Minutes, 13 May 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new engine shed at Bolton. (Manchester Guardian, 16 

May 1874) 

E W Binney, FRS, vice president of the Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society exhibited at 

the last meeting some portion of the cast iron roof from the Salford station of the L&YR, which 

after having been up for a period of four years, was so much corroded and damaged that it had to be 

taken down. He attributed the effects to sulphuric acid and soot arriving from the combustion of the 

coal used in the locomotives passing under it, aided by the action of steam and vibration. (The 

Builder, 16 May 1874) 

Great progress is now being made with the new dock works at Fleetwood, and both excavation and 

buildings works are carried on with much vigour. The new dock will be 340 yards long by 134 yards 

wide. (Manchester Evening News, 20 May 1874) 

Tender of A Binns, £1,124, accepted for iron work of footbridge at Werneth. (L&YR Minutes, 20 May 

1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations; 1. Victoria station; 3. Workshops, etc., Miles Platting; 

6. Knottingley station; 7. on the Askern branch; 8. on the Huddersfield and Penistone line; 9. Salford 

goods station; 14. Liverpool, Crosby and Southport line. (Manchester Guardian, 23 May 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new stables at Thornhill; for a warehouse at Halliwell. 

(Manchester Guardian & Manchester Evening News, 28 May 1874) 

The first sod was cut of the Pickle Bridge branch railway on Saturday, 23rd May 1874 by Mr G 

Armytage of Kirklees. The railway will run from Pickle Bridge to Brighouse. A short additional length 

of railway would unite the branch with the L&YR main line near Brighouse. (Engineer, 29 May 1874, 

p.360) 

Great progress is now being made with the Fleetwood dock works and both excavation and building 

work are carried on with vigour, limited only by a rather short supply of hands […]. It is said there 

is certain employment for nearly three years for 150 more men than are at present on the works, 

and the lodgings and provisions are both plentiful and cheap. (The Builder, 30 May 1874) 

June 
The first sod of the Pickle Bridge and Brighouse railway was cut on Saturday week at Brighouse. This 

line may possibly be taken forward to the L&Y main line, in which case it will reduce the distance 

between Bradford and Huddersfield by about seven miles. (Engineering, 5 June 1874, p.416) 

The contract for the Pickle Bridge railway has been let and work started. (British Architect, 5 June 

1874) 

An accident of a serious character, but fortunately unattended with any fatal results occurred at the 

Bank Hall cutting on the Bootle branch of the LNWR. The cutting, which is between 60 and 70 

yards long and 85 feet deep, passes close by the goods yard of the L&Y Company. (The Builder, 6 

June 1874) 

Extract from The Working of Railways. Captain H W Tyler. Chief Inspector of 

Railways; […] as an illustration of the necessity for block working combined with more 

accommodation for the conduct of traffic, and of working of railway traffic under difficulties, the 

author cannot do better than refer to the circumstances of a collision that occurred on the 13th
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December last, near Bolton, on the L&YR. On that occasion, a down passenger train from 

Manchester to Fleetwood overtook, whilst running, and came into collision with, an empty wagon 

train, in a misty state of atmosphere, a mile and a quarter after leaving Bolton; and a portion of the 

wreck having been thrown upon the other – the up line – it was immediately afterwards run into by 

an up passenger train from Southport for Manchester. In this double collision, forty two passengers 

and six servants of the company were injured or shaken.  

There are two signal cabins, 194 yards apart, called Bullfield upper and lower cabins, on the further 

side of Bullfield tunnel from Bolton; and the signalmen in those cabins, who had, as usual, exhibited 

caution signals only from their hand lamps, were dismissed from the company’s service for not 

obeying the regulations, which required them to show a danger signal for five minutes and a caution 

for five minutes longer after the passage of the empty wagon train to any following down passenger 

or other train. But it turned out, on inquiry, at all events for eight years, to obey those regulations – 

that the signalmen did just what they were in the habit of doing, and what other signalmen working 

in those would have done; and that the traffic could not have been carried on in conformity with 

such regulations. One of the signalmen further pointed out that he could not be expected to keep 

the trains five minutes apart when they timed to start from Bolton within two or three minutes of 

one another. A relieving signalman, not concerned in the accident, stated that he would have 

worked in the same manner, and himself have been dismissed from the service of the company, if 

the accident had happened an hour later; and he further stated that when he left his cabin to give his 

evidence, there were five engines – which turned out an enumeration to be six – on one main line, 

and three on the other main line, of which one was shunting in and out of the sidings at each side , 

and the others were waiting to shunt or to pass.  

The engine driver  of the passenger train, who had complained before leaving Bolton of the empty 

wagon train having been sent away in front of him, was told in reply that it could not be helped. 

Now there were no “new-fangled things” at these cabins. They were stated to be twenty years old, 

with such apparatus as they contained; and there was certainly nothing in their appearance to lead to 

a contrary opinion. The author ventured to think that less confusion and more simplicity in dealing 

with traffic might be obtained by the addition of extra lines and sidings, and by the construction of 

improved cabins with modern apparatus in connexion with them, and also by the extension of the 

block system (at present in force for the Bullfield tunnel only) to the portion of the line on which 

the collision occurred. The caution, the presence of mind, and the self-reliance of the officers and 

servants of the company must, certainly have been developed to the utmost in the working of this 

traffic; but not with a satisfactory result, either to the passengers and servants of the company who 

were injured, or to the two signalmen – of good previous character – who lost their situation for 

doing their duty to the best of their power, as they had been trained to do it, as they had always 

done it, and as they were compelled to do it. The neglect of fallible servants will, no doubt, be 

considered by some to be a cause of this accident; but it is not essential to railway working that frail 

human nature should be employed under such conditions; and the author would commend this case 

– one of the more recent which it had been his duty to investigate – to the serious consideration of 

those who, in opposing what are called “modern requirements” on railways are inclined to lay too 

much stress upon human frailty as the cause of accidents […] (Engineering, 12 June 1874, p.440) 

The Railway Commissioners sat to consider the case of the Chamber Colliery Company against the 

L&YR. It was stated that the colliery had been connected to the railway since 1847 sending coal 

from Oldham to Manchester. (Railway News, 13 June 1874) 

[…] for the protection of the main line (at Halifax) a signalman is positioned at the north end of the 

down platform with an up distant signal fixed in the tunnel 530 yards from his cabin, this signal is 

repeated 60 yards outside the tunnel, 260 yards from the station cabin and close to another cabin 

whose signalman works the block system through the tunnel but has not any outdoor signals; he has a 

gong to communicate with the station cabin the arrival and departure of trains and those trains having 
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passed Hipperholme cabin as soon as he receives information from there. The up distant in the tunnel 

is a lamp attached to the tunnel wall. At the north end of the station points and signals are being 

concentrated and interlocked in a raised cabin from which an up distant will be carried through to the 

north end of the tunnel to prevent up trains from entering if anything is occupying the up line at or 

near the cabin […] (Accident report, 15 June 1874) 

The tender of T Newman, £6,650, to be accepted for new warehouse at Halliwell. (L&YR Minutes, 17 

June 1874) 

Report of the cutting of the first sod of the Kearsley branch railways on Thursday 25th June 1874. It 

was stated that the junction was 300 yards on the Manchester side of Stoneclough station, which 

would be replaced by a new station. (Manchester Guardian, 26 June 1874) 

In 1865 about 300 acres of land upon the sea shore at Blundell Sands were set apart for building 

purposes […]. Roads were formed […] many detached and semi-detached residences have been 

erected […] and a new station about a mile nearer Southport than Crosby to be called “Hall Road 

Station” is being constructed. The works have been in progress for some time, and it is expected the 

station will very shortly be opened […]. When the new station is completed the estate will be 

further developed and a road will be constructed to Crosby Hall. (The Builder, 27 June 1874) 

July 
Improvements in Salford include the almost completed new road from Chapel Street to Broughton 

Bridge (Blackfriars Road). A large bridge will be built near Chapel Street to replace the two brick 

railway arches. (Manchester Evening News, 3 July 1874) 

The L&YR painting contractors office, arrival platform, Victoria station, announced that a quantity of 

graining at Wigan and other stations was open to tender. (Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1874) 

Work on widening the bridge at Goodier Lane, Rastrick, almost complete. (British Architect, 10 July 

1874) 

On Friday, 3rd July 1874, trouble occurred at Miles Platting. Messrs Taylor and Thomson, 

contractors for the L&YR branch line from Manchester to Newton Heath have been employing forty 

to fifty men making bricks, from clay obtained from the excavations, by machinery. This has caused 

considerable offence to hand-brick makers, a large number of whom are employed at other crofts in 

the neighbourhood. Two men were victims of a bomb outrage when ginger beer bottles filled with 

gunpowder and nails were thrown into the rooms where they lodged. (Middleton Albion, 11 July 

1874) 

An outrage was committed during Saturday night at a lodging house at Miles Platting, near 

Manchester. Five bricklayers were sleeping in one room, when they were aroused by the smashing 

of their bedroom window, followed immediately by a startling explosion, the force of which threw 

two men, who were sleeping in one bed, on to the floor. The bed was on fire and when the flames 

had been extinguished the fragments of a bottle and a great many broken nails were found scattered 

about the room […]. The outrage is ascribed to trade motives. The five men who were its victims 

are brickmakers who are employed  in turning out machine made bricks under a contract for the 

L&YR Company and their doing so is known to have given great offence to the hand brickmakers in 

the neighbourhood. (The Builder, 11 July 1874) 

Fire broke out on Monday night, 6th July 1874 at the goods station of the L&YR at Bury in a large 

shed of esparto belonging to Messrs Wrigley, paper makers. About 200 tons were destroyed. 

(Railway News, 11 July 1874) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the wrought iron work required in constructing a bridge for the turnpike 

road at Chatburn. (Manchester Guardian & Manchester Evening News, 11 July 1874) 

[…] Waterloo station is protected by a home signal 96 yards north of the platform and a distant signal 

370 yards further towards Crosby. The line is not yet worked on the block system but there is electric 

communication between Crosby and Waterloo to announce the departure of trains in either direction 

[…]. (Accident report, 17 July 1874) 

[…] there is a brick signal cabin opposite (Walton Junction) points fitted up with Saxby and Farmer’s 

locking apparatus and telegraph apparatus for working the block system through the tunnel. The block 

system is not worked in either direction to the north of the junction but it will be shortly. There is a 

home signal post, with two semaphore  arms on it, in the fork on the north of the of the fouling point. 

The home signal on the Ormskirk line is visible for 350 yards and a distant 643 yards from the cabin. 

Besides the block instruments for the tunnel on the south of the junction there are three single needle 

instruments for the lines north of the junction, one for the Wigan line, one for the Ormskirk line, and a 

third from Aintree Junction. These instruments are used in the day time for sending messages for 

announcing the departure of trains and whether they are goods or passenger but not used for block 

purposes or after 8.00pm for the Wigan line. There is a bell communicating with Preston Road station 

to give warning that a train is approaching. The signal cabin has been at Walton Junction for at least 

eleven years […] (Accident report, 18 July 1874) 

On Sunday, 12th July 1874 the passenger train due at Oldham just before 9.00pm had left Middleton 

Junction very well filled, third class compartments had fifteen people and the first and second class 

were invaded by third class passengers. On climbing the incline the train came to a stand near 

Stockfield and kept stationary for about five minutes, it was said, to attempt to get up steam. Instead 

the train began to run back with ever increasing speed much to the alarm of some passengers. The 

heavy compound brakes fitted to the Oldham trains were applied and the train stopped at the foot 

of the incline. A second, unsuccessful, attempt was made before the train was set back to Middleton 

Junction where another engine assisted the train to Oldham about one hour late but not before 

many passengers had alighted and walked to the station. (Middleton Albion, 18 July 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations and additions at Hipperholme station; for a new waiting shed 

at Lightcliffe; for a roof and under bridge at Low Moor; for additional waiting rooms at Thornhill.

(Manchester Guardian, 23 July 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of the Hoddlesden branch railway, 2 miles 6 chains.

(Manchester Guardian, 24 July 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of the Hoddlesden branch railway. (Railway News, 25 

July 1874) 

The Board of Trade report in reference to railway accidents includes the fact that the number of 

accidents on the L&YR have decreased from 31 in 1872 to 18 in 1873. (Railway News, 25 July 1874) 

August 
The Outwood Iron Company Ltd has commenced operations. A siding from the L&YR, which passes 

one side of the works, has been laid. (Manchester Evening News, 13 August 1874) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 19th August 1874. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 August 1874)  

Notice of the Blackrod and Brynn Moss Coal and Cannel Co. Ltd. The Blackrod property includes 

four shafts which are within a few yards of the L&YR, which passes through the estate, with a siding 

(the sole property of the company) running alongside the shafts, and which is provided with a signal 
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box and pointsman, at the expense of the railway company. The river Douglas also runs through the 

lower part of the estate. (Manchester Evening News, 14 August 1874) 

Locomotive fuel on the English Railways; table showing consumption and costs, half year ending 31st 

December 1873.  
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L&YR
526 engines, 460 effective or in steam daily, 5,429,698 train miles
Engines in steam; 

• hours per day of each engine 12¾,  
• hours per half year of each engine, 1,657,  
• total for half year, 762,450. 

No details given for quantity of fuel consumed or cost of fuel consumed.
Cost of fuel consumed as charged in half yearly report, £35,344
Average cost;  

• per engine, £76,  
• per effective engine per day at work,  142d,  
• per hour in steam, 11.12d;  
• per train mile, 1.56d. 

 (Engineer, 14 August 1874, p.139) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of two new bridges at Spring Vale in connection with a new 

road being formed. (Manchester Guardian, 15 August 1874) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 15 August 1874) 

The L&YR directors report that the block and interlocking system had been further applied at a cost 

of £26,000. The Right Honourable Russell Gurney, MP the Recorder of London, had been appointed 

umpire in the arbitration between Her Majesty’s Postmaster General and the company, to 

determine the amount of compensation to be paid in respect of the telegraph system on the railway, 

and nothing will be wanting on the part of the directors to obtain an early settlement of this 

important matter. (Railway News, 15 August 1874) 

The railway between Halifax and North Bridge was opened for goods traffic on Monday, 17th August 

1874. (Manchester Evening News, 18 August 1874) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 19th August 1874. (Manchester 

Evening News, 19 August 1874; Manchester Guardian, 20 August 1874) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 22 August 1874) 

Report of the death of William Fairbairn on Tuesday, 18th August 1874. (Engineer, 21 August 1874, 

p.154) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Bootle. (Manchester Guardian, 22 August 

1874) 

Report of a disturbance at the brick croft of Messrs Thompson and Taylor, of Collyhurst, 

contractors for the Manchester Loop Line. (Manchester Evening News, 22 August 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the cast iron work required in the erection of a new bridge over Ordsall 

Lane, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 25 August 1874) 

Some agitation has been caused in the coal trade in Lancashire by a number of private circular letters 

which have been sent out by the L&YR Company, intimating that certain restrictions will be imposed 

on the transit of coal over their line. The matter has been taken into consideration at the meeting of 

colliery proprietors in Manchester on Tuesday when a communication was read from Mr Moon, of 

the LNW Company, to the effect that the matter was being dealt with by the officers of the 

company, and it was hoped that in the course of a few days all obstacles would be removed. Under 

these circumstances, the meeting was adjourned until the end of the week. A further circular has 

been issued by the L&Y Company, intimating that demurrage will be charged on coal wagons 
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remaining on the line for more than four days after they are delivered at their destinations. 

(Engineer, 28 August 1874, p.181) 

September 
On Monday, 31st August 1874 a short length of railway from Halifax to Ovenden was opened for 

goods traffic. It is part of a scheme for connecting Halifax with Bradford, and after having been 

inoperative for some time will now be worked jointly by the L&Y and GN Railway Companies. 

There are, as yet, no passenger stations, but there is good accommodation for the goods traffic. 

(Engineering, 4 September 1874, p.181) 

At a meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians held on Thursday, 3rd September 

1874 plans of the new infirmary building at Crumpsall were displayed. Plans of the new buildings at 

New Bridge Street were not ready but they cannot be commenced until the new infirmary was 

ready for occupation. It was stated that the L&YR was very anxious that the new infirmary be 

completed so that Victoria station could be extended. (Manchester Guardian, 4 September 1874) 

A new railway from Ovenden to Halifax was opened for goods traffic on Tuesday, 1st September 

1874. The new line is part of a proposed railway from Halifax to Bradford, and is worked by the GN 

and L&YR companies jointly. There are two large goods stations, but no passenger station, and long 

sidings have been constructed to most of the large works along the line. (Railway News, 5 

September 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new workshops at Newton Heath. (Manchester Guardian, 

8 September 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new goods offices at Heywood. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

September 1874) 

The expenditure of the L&YR Company during the half year in new and enlarged works and rolling 

stock was £657,282 and included £344,606 for land and enlargement of stations, and £165,324 on 

lines in course of construction. The outlay on rolling stock during the same period was £128,357. 

(The Builder, 12 September 1874) 

Coal from Denton Lane colliery is, for the most part, conveyed down an incline of 1 in 30 on to the 

L&YR at the foot of the Werneth Incline, Oldham. This is done by means of a stationary steam 

engine adjoining the pit. (Middleton Albion) 

Provided it is found that the Company is under no obligation to retain the existing stations at either 

Miller’s Bridge or Bootle Village, Dransfield & Co.’s tender of 31st August 1874, £6,684, be 

accepted for a new station at Bootle to replace the two. (L&YR Minutes, 23 September 1874) 

A very desirable improvement has been introduced upon the L&YR, in the publication of the names 

of stations in black letters upon the glass of the lamps. Few passengers have not, at some time or 

other, felt the want of some better means of ascertaining a station name, especially on dark nights, 

when it is impossible to see the painted board; and it is to be hoped that increased public 

convenience will prove the Company’s plan satisfactory. (Manchester Evening News, 24 September 

1874) 

[…] the points at (Accrington) South cabin are interlocked with the arrival signals, the apparatus 

having been constructed by Messrs Yardley & Co. of Manchester. The point rods from the cabin have 

got off the pulleys and across the rod next to it. It is desirable that the rods be fastened down over the 

pulleys as is done with more recent construction […] (Accident report, 25 September 1874) 
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October 
Out of an estate of some 600 acres of land at Fleetwood reclaimed from the sea, 100 acres have 

been set apart within which dock works are proceeding. The design, which is that of Sir John 

Hawkshaw, C S. is for a dock and entrance lock. From the Kanse hole to the lock gates there will be 

and entrance channel 100 feet wide at the bed, widening to 200 feet wide on the surface, and with 

an even depth of 34 feet below the coping level. The lock with which this communicates is 396 feet 

long, 50 feet wide and the length between the two pairs of gates is 250 feet. The depth of water 

upon the sill exceeds 23 feet at high water spring tides; but, in consequence of the excessively high 

tides which occasionally visit this portion of the coast, the water frequently rises much higher. The 

height of the coping from the sill of the lock is 32 feet. The dock itself is 1,000 feet long by 400 feet 

wide. The total amount of available quay space will be 2,750 feet. 

Eighteen months have passed since the contractors commenced proceedings, and similar period, we 

expect, will pass before the enterprise is finished. The foundations of the dock walls are in for three 

quarters of the distance, and in some places the walls have risen to within a foot or two of the 

coping level. The bed has been excavated to the required depth over a goodly portion of its area, 

but further advance in this respect is necessarily checked by the progress of the work in other 

departments. The walls are constructed of concrete made from the rubble excavated upon the 

works, from which the undue proportion of sand has been removed. The lime with which it is mixed 

is of the best limestone from Lyme Regis, which is calcined and slaked on the spot. The mode in 

which the concrete wall is raised is interesting, and requires a word of explanation. A deep trench is 

dug, into which the fluent concrete is poured from the surface in ascertained quantities. The bed at 

the bottom is 14 feet in width; but the growing mass is narrowed gradually to 7 feet in width at the 

top. The stone with which it is faced is from the Longridge quarries, and this facing of masonry will 

be, on average, 2 feet in thickness. Granite is to be used for the copings. The granite, of which there 

is an immense quantity, in enormous blocks, some of them weighing from 14 to 20 tons, has been 

brought from Cornwall. The lock walls are being constructed in like manner of successive deposits 

of concrete, which dries into a solid mass; possessing the hardness of adamant, and, indeed, for 

power of resistance to weather, is superior to stone. The masonry of the lock - for facing purposes, 

quoins, steps, etc., - will be exclusively granite. While the bed of the dock will be puddle, the bed of 

the lock will be laid in a deep stratum of the hardest clay. 

The scene at the works is a very busy one. In three or four places at once there are men pouring 

down into the trench or on to the wall which is rising out of it the liquid stone, as the concrete may, 

without much torture of language, be called. Below them are others treading on the yielding surface 

of the composition and levelling the last deposit before another is poured down. Engines are ever 

running on the sidings which cover the dock bed to and from the railway lines, and dragging after 

them trains of empty or loaded waggons. Four pairs of pumps in different portions of the area are 

continually in motion, day and night, draining the sub-soil through an endless chain of pipes. 

Elsewhere busy labourers are sifting the rubble to free it from the sand and others are loading the 

trucks which are to carry it to the trenches. Limekilns are in full work further off, baking the large 

white lime boulders which the sea has washed into smoothness and close to the kilns is the mill 

house, where the calcined lime is ground into powder, and then slaked with water. Industry prevails 

all around, and there is quite a cheerful hum of activity which must delight the hearts of Fleetwood 

people to hear. We mentioned that Sir John Hawkshaw was the engineer, but omitted to state that 

he is represented in Fleetwood by Mr Shiel, a gentleman who has had large and valuable experience 

in dock construction. The contractors are Messrs Aird and Sons. (Manchester Evening News, 2 

October 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a new platform roof at Tanshelf; for additions and alterations at Radcliffe 

station. (Manchester Guardian, 3 October 1874) 
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Tender of R Neill, £98,330, accepted for erection of new workshops at Newton Heath. (L&YR

Minutes, 14 October 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new coal drops at North Docks; for the erection of a new 

station at Berry Brow; for the erection of a new station at Lockwood. (Manchester Guardian, 15 

October 1874) 

An alarming explosion took place on Wednesday afternoon, 14th October 1874 in the guard’s van of 

a first class passenger train from Manchester to Accrington. When the train arrived at Bury it was 

found to be in darkness and on attempting to light the lamp in the guard’s van an explosion ensued, 

which knocked down the guard and the stationmaster, and set fire to the parcels, mail  bags, and 

luggage in the van. The guard was seriously burned about the face and the station master was hurled, 

with great force, to the platform suffering the loss of his eyebrows and part of his whiskers. It is 

thought that the pipe had been tampered with by someone who had gained access to the van. 

(Engineer, 16 October 1874, p.285) 

Tender of A Graham and Sons, £1,614, to be accepted for new station at Lockwood and £1,866-5-0d, 

for new station at Berry Brow. (L&YR Minutes, 27 October 1874) 

Tender of Dransfield & Co. £11,105, to be accepted for construction of coal shoots, etc., at North 

Docks. (L&YR Minutes, 28 October 1874) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new stables at Werneth, Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 

31 October 1874) 

November 
The L&YR invite tenders for bridge iron work at the coal shots in the North Docks goods yard.

(Manchester Evening News, 7 November 1874) 

Tender of McGregor & Badman, £2,592-4-1d, recommended to be accepted, instead of that of Mr 

Binns, for bridges for new road at Sough, since Mr Binns has made no start with the work. (L&YR

Minutes, 10 November 1874) 

There is some probability that the new line, in course of construction for the last four years, 

between Blackburn and Rose Grove will shortly be opened for goods traffic as far as Padiham. When 

the line is completed it will form a more direct communication with Blackburn and Liverpool from 

Leeds than there is at present, the junctions at Accrington being altogether avoided. (Manchester 

Evening News, 11 November 1874) 

A meeting of the men from the L&Y, the L&NW, and the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire 

Railways was held on Thursday, 5th November 1874 to consider the best means of ameliorating their 

present conditions. A further meeting will be held on Sunday, 15th November 1874. (Engineer, 13 

November 1874, p.353) 

A penalty of £5 was recently inflicted by the stipendiary magistrate of Manchester upon the L&YR

Company for using an engine so constructed as not to consume its own smoke. (13 November 

1874, p.353) 

Notice of a L&YR Bill for widening at Liverpool; for widening between Bolton and Lostock Junction; 

for extending the Shawforth branch railway to Bacup; for a new goods yard at Werneth; for the 

removal of level crossings at Liversedge and Heckmondwike. (Manchester Guardian, 14 November 

1874) 

At the meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians held on 19th November 1874 a 

question was asked with reference to the delay in commencing the erection of the new Workhouse 
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Hospital at Crumpsall. The chairman explained that ten weeks ago the plans were sent to the Local 

Government Board for approval. Manchester Guardians were anxious to hand over the site of the 

present Workhouse Hospital, which was required for the enlargement of the Victoria station, to the 

L&YR, with the least possible delay; but the new building could not be proceeded with until the plans 

were sanctioned. The Local Government Board had been several times written to, and the urgency 

of the matter had been pressed upon them, but, he was sorry to say, without avail, as no answer had 

been returned to their communications. (Manchester Evening News, 19 November 1874) 

The prospect of the opening of the Stainland branch of the L&YR soon as it was inspected by 

Colonel Hutchinson, the government inspector, recently, and may be expected to be certified during 

the present month. Four years ago the work of its construction was commenced; but it was so laid 

out that the works have, in some places, been of the very heaviest character, and although less than 

two miles in length, yet it will be one of the most expensive lines of railway in the district. The 

contractors, Garside, Thornton and Banks, have been, however, well accomplished in their work. 

Leaving the main line at North Dean, the Stainland branch is carried by a considerable gradient and 

through a deep cutting to Clay House Mill. For the coal traffic of West Vale a number of drops and a 

yard have been constructed near the bottom of Clay House Lane, to which there is a separate and 

independent line, free of those used for passenger traffic. From Clay House Mill the line is carried 

over Greetland turnpike road by an iron bridge, and then passes through considerable cutting, and 

still on a heavy ascending gradient, until it approaches the Barkisland turnpike road. At this point the 

works have been of an exceptionally heavy character, and hundreds of piles had to be driven to 

secure a foundation for the immense retaining wall necessary to keep up the high embankment.  

The valley is then spanned from the Greetland side to the Elland side by a lofty viaduct of thirteen 

arches, each having a span of 38 feet 6 inches. Here, too, the contractors had to contend with very 

great difficulties. The nature of the ground was such that for a long time they were unable to obtain 

a foundation suitable to sustain the immense weight of the superstructure to be erected. Piles of 

great length and thickness were put down in great profusion, and over these and between them a 

very large quantity of concrete was deposited, and the whole mass became solid. On this the piers 

were built, and eventually the viaduct was finished. It is approached from North Dean by a sharp 

curve, and in order to render the passage of trains safe check rails have been laid for some distance. 

A short distance from the Stainland end of these arches West Vale station has been erected. It is 

very good in plan and design. The platforms are long and wide, and high enough for passengers to 

get in and out of carriages without inconvenience. The booking offices and station proper are on the 

side of the line nearest West Vale. These consist of booking and parcel offices opening into a large 

general waiting room, so that passengers will be under cover whilst taking tickets. There is one 

window for 2nd and 3rd class passengers, and another for 1st class. There are also ladies and 

gentlemen’s waiting rooms, laboratories (sic), porter’s rooms, etc. On the opposite platform is a 

large general waiting room, with 1st class rooms for ladies and gentlemen, one at each end. The 

platforms are covered the length of the building with light iron and glass roofs, and altogether the 

stations are models.  

There is a level crossing at the station, guarded by gates, which will be worked by a signal man from 

a cabin adjoining. It may be stated here that the whole of the signal and point apparatus on the line 

will be on the interlocking plan, so that when the gates are open for the passage across the line of 

any vehicle, the approach of trains in both directions will be prevented by the putting on of all the 

signals. At a short distance from the passenger station will be the extensive goods warehouse and 

sidings, but these are yet far from complete. Beyond this the line keeps on ascending, and at  

Rawroyds is again carried across the valley towards Burwood on a viaduct of fourteen arches, each 

of 30 feet span, and about 20 yards high; and thence through the deep cutting to the terminus, near 

Holywell Brook. This latter portion of the line has occupied a considerable amount of time in 

construction, as it has been cut for several hundred yards through the solid rock. Holywell Green 

station is similar to the one at West Vale, except that there is only one platform, and the trains will 
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arrive and depart from the same side. Both stations are nearly complete; but here, as at West Vale, 

the goods warehouse and sidings will yet be a considerable time before they are ready.  

Messrs Shaw are construction an extension for the line into their own premises, by which they will 

be able to have raw material and goods conveyed direct to the part of the works where they are 

required, and also to ship goods to any part of the kingdom straight from their own warehouses. It 

is in contemplation to erect a goods station somewhere near the Greetland end of the West Vale 

viaduct, and it may also be necessary to place a passenger station near Clay House Mill, as the one at 

West Vale is inconveniently placed for the accommodation of the bulk of the inhabitants of the 

district. Altogether the line is a great credit to the contractors, and will be of considerable benefit to 

the district. The gradients  are necessarily great, being in several places as much as 1 in 48½, but 

precautions have been provided in the case of the breaking a way of any portion of a train by placing 

at two or three places through-off points, by which runaway wagons would be thrown off the rails 

and prevented from doing further mischief. The contractors have carried out the works under the 

direction of J Swinburn, the resident engineer. The plans for the proposed line were prepared at the 

engineer’s offices, Manchester, the surveys and working sections having been taken by Horsfall, 

Wardle and Patchett, of Halifax. The whole of the signal and pint apparatus has been carried out on 

the patent principle of Mr Smith, under whose personal superintendence it has been placed down, 

the material having all been manufactured by Mr Gardley (sic) of Manchester. It is most extensive in 

quantity and elaborate in detail. At North Dean, which is now a double junction, a new and spacious 

signal cabin occupies the third storey of a very lofty building, and commands good and extensive 

views of the main line towards Sowerby Bridge and to the end of Elland tunnel; also the line towards 

Halifax; but not a great length of the Stainland branch, on account of the curve around the hill. In 

this cabin, which will be worked by three men, each having a shift of eight hours, there are fifty two 

levers, each of which bears upon a brass plate the name of the signal or points to which it is 

connected. The men in charge of this place will have very responsible posts, as they have the control 

of the whole station, and any error on their part might lead to disastrous consequences. As the main 

line and the Halifax branch are worked on the block system, there will be telegraphic 

communication to this cabin from Dry Clough, Elland, and Milner Royd Junction, which the man in 

charge will also have to attend to; and so that any defect in the working of the distance signals, 

which, of course, the man cannot always see, may be known to him, each of these will be provided 

with an electric indicator, showing at any moment the position of any of these signals. If he pulls the 

lever putting on or taking off of these signals, and there is any derangement of the machinery by 

which it does not act, the indicator will show him at once that there is a defect, as the arm of the 

indicator signal in his cabin will stand exactly in the same position as the arm of the distant signal a 

thousand yards away. Thus everything has been done to secure the safe working of the junction and 

the new line, and nothing but an error in judgement, or neglect, on the part of the signalman, can 

lead to an accident. (British Architect, 20 November 1874) 

 At a meeting of railway men on Sunday, 15th November to consider the question of Sunday labour, 

it was stated  that, in consequence of bad pay and bad treatment, railway servants were constantly 

changing their situations, and new and untried men were appointed in their room to the detriment 

of public safety. A LNW points man worked between Manchester and Liverpool 12 hours a day for 

21/-d a week. A resolution was adopted asking for pay for men engaged in the passenger department 

of the various companies for Sunday work, so as to place them in the same position as other 

servants. (Engineer, 20 November 1874, p.373) 

[…] signals from Liverpool Exchange commence with the cabin at the entrance to the station yard; 

‘A’ cabin is 336 yards further out; ‘B’ cabin 189 yards further; ‘C’ cabin a further 220 yards and ‘D’ 

cabin still further. ‘A’ cabin is not a block telegraph station but repeats the signals given from the 

station cabin to ‘B’ cabin. The down home signal at ‘C’ cabin is slotted from ‘B’ cabin and thus 

becomes the down distant for that cabin, while the down home signal at ‘B’ cabin is slotted from ’A’ 
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cabin and thus acts as a second down distant for the station cabin […] (Accident report, 21 

November 1874) 

Tender of J Tillotson, £3,858, recommended to be accepted for iron work in connection with new coal 

drops at North Docks. (L&YR Minutes, 24 November 1874) 

December 
“Thomas Dugdale” one of the railway steamers used for traffic between Fleetwood and Belfast sank 

at its moorings at Fleetwood before a valuable cargo could be discharged. A diver was unable to 

ascertain the point where the leak was after, the vessel had gone aground before reaching the port. 

(Manchester Evening News, 1 December 1874) (Further report 3rd December 1874 Manchester 

Evening News) 

Board of Trade report; “…into the accident that occurred on the 2nd September 1874 at the 

Accrington station, on the L&YR. On this occasion a corpse van, which had been started out of a 

siding, and had fouled the passenger line leading from Preston to Colne, was run into by a passenger 

train arriving at Accrington on that line from Preston […] 

This accident would appear to have been occasioned by the escape of the corpse van from the siding 

in consequence of the engine of the Manchester train, in going into the siding in the usual way, 

having opened the stop-block turned across the siding to prevent vehicles escaping from it; and it is 

obviously useless for the porters to turn the stop-block across the siding if the stop-block is 

afterwards to be removed by engines passing into it, and to be left open as they leave it again. To 

avoid the risk of such an accident in future it is desirable that safety points, interlocked with the 

signals, should be added to the siding, and the Company is, I understand, prepared to carry out this 

improvement at once. I have referred in another report of this date to the urgent necessity that 

exists for a general re-arrangement and enlargement of this important station”. 

“[…] the result of my inquiry into the accident which occurred on the 25th September 1874, at the 

Accrington station on the L&YR. In this case, as the 6.15pm passenger train from Manchester to 

Accrington and Colne was passing through the Accrington station the engine left the rails at a pair of 

facing points opposite the passenger platform […] 

On examination of the points and their connections after the accident it was found that the rod by 

means of which they were worked from the cabin had got off the pulleys for some little distance, 

and across another rod next to it employed for working another pair of points […]. To prevent the 

risk of such an accident again occurring it is desirable that the rod should be fastened down over the 

pulleys, as is commonly done with point connections of more recent construction”. 

“…the result of my inquiry into the accident that occurred on the 11th of October 1874 at the 

Accrington station on the L&YR. In this case seven carriages and a van, which were being run down 

from opposite to the ticket platform, on the south of the Accrington station, to a line on the east of 

the passenger platform at the station, and were not stopped in sufficient time, came into collision 

with an engine and some carriages which were standing on that line, and to which they were about 

to be attached […].  

The accident was occasioned by a want of sufficient care on the part of the guard in not applying his 

brake so soon or so firmly as he ought to have done, as his vehicle ran back down a gradient of 1 in 

40 for about 100 yards, to a portion of nearly level line […]. I learn that there have been several 

accidents of the same description within the last twenty years in working in a similar manner. This 

mode of working cannot be considered satisfactory”. (Manchester Guardian, 2 December 1874) 

In the Bill for 1875 the L&YR intend to double the line between Bolton and Lostock Junction, and 

widening their line into Liverpool; the deviation and abandonment of parts of the Shawforth branch; 
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a new short line at Oldham; the extension of the Brighouse branch; extension of time as to the line 

to Bacup; revival of powers as to the Chatburn and Hellifield Railway; also as to the North 

Lancashire Loop and the Clayton West branch. The acquisition, in conjunction with the LNW 

Company of lands adjoining the MR at Leeds. (Engineering, 4 December 1874, p.442) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the masonry, iron and timber work required for widening three bridges at 

Rose Grove. (Manchester Guardian, 5 December 1874) 

At the meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians held on Thursday, 10th December 

1874 a letter from the L&YR was read. It complained that the Manchester Guardians were unfairly 

treating the company in keeping them for so long a time out of possession of the workhouse 

hospital, which they had agreed to purchase with the view of extending and improving Victoria 

station. The Board of Manchester Guardians chairman said he was quite sure that the directors 

would not have charged the Manchester Guardians with unfair treatment if they had known the 

difficulties in the way. The plans of the new workhouse were sent in the first instance to the Local 

Government Board for their approval. The Local Government Board, after keeping them for some 

time, returned them with certain suggested alternatives as to detail. After these alterations had been 

made, the plans were again sent to London, and they were still in the hands of the Local 

Government Board.  

It was resolved; “That the directors of the L&YR Company be assured that this Board is most anxious to 

expedite the transfer to them of the workhouse hospital at the earliest possible period; that the difficulties in 

the way, including the delay in securing the official sanction of the Local Government Board to the plans and 

details, fully explain the absence of despatch; and they further beg to assure the L&YR board that they will 

continue to use their utmost efforts, subject to the sanction of the Local Government Board, to complete the 

sale and transfer of the workhouse hospital to the said Board”. It was also agreed that the resolution, 

together with the letter, should be sent to the Directors of the Company. (Manchester Guardian, 11 

December 1874) 

[…] (At Mill Hill) the sidings are protected with signals and distant signals which are interlocked 

with the points worked from the signal cabin adjacent to the points […] (Accident report, 16 

December 1874) 

[…] (At Tanshelf) the home signal at the east end of the south platform is worked by handles on the 

post whilst the distant signal further westward was worked by a lever at the east end of the north 

platform. (Accident report, 31 December 1874) 
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1875 
January 

[…] (At Mytholmroyd) the block system is not yet in force but the preparations are nearly complete 

[…] (Accident report, 1 January 1875) 

Railway Tyres – profile of L&YR engines and tenders and carriage tyres. (Engineer, 8 January 1875, 

p.20) 

The North Dean to Stainland branch railway of the L&YR was opened on Friday, 1st January 1875. 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1875) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the construction of a new passenger station and 

platforms at St Anne’s-on-the-Sea. (Manchester Guardian, 7 January 1875) 

The short branch of the L&YR system from Stainland, near Halifax, to North Dean, was opened for 

passenger traffic on 1st January 1875. There is only one intermediate station on the line, that at West 

Vale. (Engineering, 15 January 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a bridge at Clitheroe. (Manchester Guardian, 16 January 

1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new goods warehouse at Horwich; for a waiting shed at 

Horwich Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 23 January 1875) 

Letter and poem in honour of engine driver James Redford, “Old Jim, the Engineer”. (Railway News, 

30 January 1875) 

February  
At the Over Darwen Local Board meeting it was resolved that as they could get no satisfaction from 

the L&YR in respect to providing better passenger accommodation at the Darwen and Sough 

stations, a memorial be sent to the Board of Trade asking for an inquiry into the stations. 

(Manchester Evening News, 2 February 1875) 

[…] (At Lower Moor, Oldham) the signals and points connected with the main line are worked by 

levers on the ground not being interlocked [...] (Accident report, 2 February 1875) 

Tender of J Aird & Sons, £4,020, recommended be accepted for extending Dock Street, Fleetwood. 

(L&YR Minutes, 2 February 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new engine shed at Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 6 

February 1875) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 17th February 1875 stated 

that the Halifax and Ovenden line had been recently opened for goods traffic, also the Heap Bridge 

branch. That the Manchester Loop was being constructed. Land has been acquired at Newton Heath 

for the erection of a new and spacious carriage workshops. (Manchester Guardian, 10 February 

1875) 

At the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians meeting held this date it was stated that as a 

result of consultations with the Local Government Board a new set of plans for the new 

Workhouse Hospital had been prepared, submitted and now awaits approval. (Manchester Evening 

News, 11 February 1875) 
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On Monday, 8th February 1875 another runaway occurred at Middleton. During the past month all 

trains to and from Middleton have been run on one line, the other being used as a storage siding for 

goods wagons from Oldham Road goods station, Manchester, which could not accept them through 

lack of accommodation. In order to avoid possible accidents a conductor has been appointed to 

direct the drivers of passenger trains. On Monday, 8th February 1875 not only was there not a 

conductor but no guard either. When the train arrived at Middleton the engine was detached as 

usual to allow the carriages to run into the platform but owing to there being no guard the brake 

was not applied and the train rushed into the station crashing into a coal wagon and two carriages 

doing considerable damage. The buffers which since a recent accident have been laid down on the 

De Burgh principle and of great strength were displaced some four or five yards. The matter was 

investigated on Wednesday, 9th February 1875, by Mr Blackmore who severely censured the guard 

and conductor for their negligence. Since the mishap trains have been run straight into the station 

then, after all passengers have alighted, the carriages have been shunted. (Middleton Albion, 13 

February 1875) 

On Monday, 8th February 1875 another accident occurred at Middleton station. It is the custom each 

night to send a number of empty carriages to form the early workmen’s train to Oldham the next 

morning. This night the carriages were put into a siding and at about midnight when a goods train 

was being shunted some wagons were run into the same sidings the driver not knowing that the 

carriages were there, two carriages were badly damaged.(Middleton Albion, 13 February 1875) 

L&YR directors report includes expenditure of £60,463 on the extension of block and interlocking 

system. (Railway News, 13 February 1875) 

Tender of Dransfield & Co., £7,300, recommended to be accepted for the new engine shed at Bury. 

Tenders of J Entwistle, £1,105-8s-0d, for the new station at Lower Darwen; £899 August 4d, for 

enlargement of Over Darwen station; £310, for new roof at Blackburn station, recommended to be 

accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 16 February 1875) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 17th February 1875. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 February 1875) 

The L&YR directors, with the usual statements of their accounts for the half year just closed, submit 

to their proprietors a return showing in detail the number and cost of the engines and other 

vehicles used in operating their lines. In the last half year they acquired twenty eight new engines 

which cost £64,000, or an average of £2,286 each. Three first class, and fifty second class and third 

class passenger carriages were also purchased for £23,226, being an average of £438 each; and 182 

goods wagons and eight goods break wagons were also added at a cost of £17,724. equal to about 

£93 each. The average cost of each description of rolling stock up to the close of the preceding half 

year had been £1,994 for each engine, £282 for each passenger train vehicle, and £72 for each goods 

train vehicle.  

The total equipment of rolling stock at the present time owned by the company and the actual cost 

of the same as has been charged to capital are as follows:-  

• 647 engines costing £1,298,039, average £2,606;  

• 2,114 carriages costing £603,624, average £286;  

• 17,038 wagons costing £1,236,478, average £73. 

The additions of the half year have therefore raised the average cost of each engine £12, of each 

carriage, £2. and of each wagon, £1. The total value of their rolling stock is £3,138,141, and in the 

year just completed it earned £3,393,811, exceeding its value by 8%. (Engineer, 19 February 1875, 

p.127) 
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The L&YR meeting reported that with regard to the Facit and Bacup railway in surveying the line 

they found that one portion of it was objectionable to some of the owners of works near it, and this 

had compelled the company to go to Parliament for a deviation of the line. The plans were being 

prepared for the purchase of the land, and the work would be let as soon as the land was obtained. 

(Railway News, 20 February 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Cornholme. (Manchester Guardian, 20 

February 1875) 

Tender of R Neill, £2,887, to be accepted for the extension of the head offices at Hunts Bank. (L&YR

Minutes, 24 February 1875) 

March 
A colliery proprietors committee reported that the L&YR accommodation at Liverpool is 

insufficient; that the company are generally short of locomotive power and men; and that loaded 

trains of coal wagons are repeatedly delayed in colliery sidings for two days at a time, and up to 

thirty days, the company refusing to move them, whilst loaded wagons have been left half way on 

their journey shunted for a week at once; and empty wagons are not brought back in due course. 

With regard to the L&YR and the LNWR the committee states that private owners’ sidings and 

company’s sidings, made especially for the coal trade, are frequently blocked by other traffic put into 

them by the companies […]. The committee suggests that a memorial should be presented to the 

Liverpool Dock Board, urging that greater facilities should be provided for the shipment of coal. 

(Engineer, 5 March 1875, p.173) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of four cottages at Kirkby. (Manchester Guardian, 6 March 

1875) 

The first contracts advertised for the Workhouse Hospital at Crumpsall. (Manchester Guardian, 6 

March 1875) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the construction of a new passenger station at Wrea 

Green. (Manchester Guardian, 13 March 1875) 

The train which arrived from Manchester at 10.00am on Saturday, 20th March 1875 was stopped, as 

usual, on the Scaitcliffe viaduct at Accrington station for tickets to be collected. While it was so 

stopped a goods van came rapidly down the incline from Baxenden without anyone in charge of it, 

and ran violently into the rear of the passenger train. Several passengers were severely injured, 

when two or three of the carriages were thrown off the line […]. The van which caused the 

accident had started from the Baxenden coal siding. An attempt was made to catch the runaway van, 

but it gained speed so rapidly down the incline that it was fruitless; and a boy who was in the van, 

finding he could not apply the brake, which was what is known as an old Yorkshire brake, which 

turns to the left instead of the right, jumped out before the waggon had attained any great speed 

[…]. Fortunately the Burnley portion of the train had been severed and gone on to the station, 

leaving only three carriages, the guard’s van with its complement of two second class compartments, 

a first class carriage, and a third class carriage. Those who were in the second class and first class 

suffered the most. (Manchester Guardian, 22 March 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a roof over the potato yard at Oldham Road, Manchester; 

for the masonry, etc., in connection with the bridge to be erected across the railway at Caledonia 

Street, Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 27 March 1875) 

April 
The L&YR Company are about to expend £300,000 on the execution of new works during the 

current half year. The works on several of the Company’s branch railways in L&Y are in progress, 
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and also the works of the new dock at Fleetwood, and the rebuilding of the Preston station. The 

company are likewise erecting extensive new carriage and wagon works at Newton Heath, near 

Manchester, and they will shortly manufacture all their rolling stock, the chairman having stated at 

the meeting that they believed the work they require could be done much better in their own 

establishment than by outside contractors. (The Builder, 3 April 1875) 

[…] the Brindle Heath and Pendleton signal cabins are worked with Preece’s instruments on the block 

system; there are the usual miniature semaphores, discs, and switches. The following notice was 

issued by the L&Y “The absolute block system will be put into operation at noon on Sunday 20th 

October 1872 from New Bailey Street cabin to Clifton Junction cabin”… (Accident report, 6 April 

1875) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the construction of a new passenger station at 

Hounds Hill, Blackpool; for a new passenger station at South Shore, Blackpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 April 1875) 

Tender of Naylor Bros., £4,490, recommended to be accepted for masonry of Caledonia Street 

Bridge, Bradford. Also that of R Neill & Sons, £3,060, for roof of new potato yard at Oldham Road, 

Manchester. (L&YR Minutes, 13 April 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the warehouse at Royton. (Manchester Guardian, 17 

April 1875) 

Report of the Board of Trade inspector, Colonel Rich, dated Middleton, 19th March 1875. In 

compliance with your order dated the 1st ultimo, I have the honour to report, for the information of 

the Board of Trade, the result of my inquiry into the circumstances connected with the collision that 

occurred on the 8th ultimo at Middleton station on the L&YR. Four passengers are reported to have 

been hurt. Middleton station is a terminal station with dead ends to both up and down lines.  

At the time of the accident the railway between the Middleton Junction and the Middleton station, a 

distance of about one mile, was so crowded with traffic that the company were using one line for 

storing goods, and using the other as a single line. A pilotman, or conductor, was employed to pilot 

all trains over the single line.  

On the day in question, the 9.25am train from Manchester reached Middleton Junction station about 

its proper time. The train from Bury was approaching the junction station at the time, and the 

inspector in charge during the absence of the station master, who was sick, detained the train to 

Middleton to see if there were any passengers in the train from Bury to Middleton. As soon as the 

Bury train stopped, and he found that there were no passengers for Middleton, he gave the order 

and whistled for the driver of the Middleton train to start. This man did so, without receiving any 

signal from the guard in charge of his train or from the pilotman, who should have gone with him on 

the engine. The pilotman and the guard were standing on the platform close to the van at the tail of 

the Middleton train. They observed the passenger train move, but they were under the impression 

that it was only drawing up a little further, and were not aware that the driver was proceeding to 

Middleton until it was too late for them to overtake the train and get into the van.  

The passenger train (which consisted of a tank engine, four carriages, and a van coupled together 

with continuous brakes) proceeded to Middleton without any person being in the van, but the 

engine driver was not aware that he had left the guard and pilotman on the platform. The train 

stopped at the entrance to Middleton station, and according to the usual custom, the fireman 

uncoupled the engine. The driver then ran the engine forward to get it out of the way, and he left 

the train on the main line. As soon as the engine had got clear out of the road it is customary for the 

guard to allow the train to run down the incline into the station by the force of gravity, and to use 

the breaks for stopping the train when it gets into the station. As the driver was running the engine 
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across the line upon which he had arrived, so as to get it out of the way, he observed the passenger 

carriages running towards him; he gave his engine steam to prevent the carriages overtaking his 

engine, and he whistled to alarm the guard, as he thought the train had followed him too closely. 

The train ran past him, and ran into a carriage and a wagon which were standing in the station on 

the same line of rails. No vehicles were knocked off the rails, and the only damage to the passenger 

train was one cross bar broken, and the body of a third class carriage was slightly shifted on its 

frame.  

According to the company’s rules the conductor, or pilotman, should have travelled on the engine 

from Middleton Junction to Middleton. It appears, however, that this man had been in the constant 

habit of riding in the guard’s van instead of travelling on the engine. The inspector in charge of 

Middleton Junction station, the engine driver, the guard of the Middleton passenger train, and the 

pilotman are all to blame for having allowed this very necessary precaution to be continually 

disregarded, and the accident was the consequence of the very loose system in which their duties 

were performed. The practise of allowing a passenger train to run down an incline into a station 

without an engine is attended with a certain amount of danger and should not be continued. 

(Middleton Albion, 17 April 1875) 

Mr Meek reported that the filling up of the gap in the Fleetwood embankment will cost at least 

£70,000, but suggested another bank might be formed, giving room for another dock. The matter need 

not, therefore be considered at present. (L&YR Minutes, 21 April 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations; between Manchester and Rochdale; between Oldham 

and Rochdale; between Salford and Bolton; between Bolton and Blue Pits; between Burnley and 

Colne. (Manchester Guardian, 24 April 1875) 

Turton’s railway buffer. (Engineering, 30 April 1875, p.372) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of four wrought iron and fifteen cast iron bridges for the 

Chatburn and Hellifield railway; for the wrought iron and cast iron work required for the Caledonia 

Street bridge, Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 30 April 1875) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a grain warehouse at Accrington; for the construction of a 

branch railway from Thorpes Bridge to Werneth, Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1875) 

L&YR invite tenders for the Hollinwood branch. (Railway News, 8 May 1875) 

Tender of J Parker, £2,800, recommended to be accepted for grain warehouse at Accrington. Should 

his standing be found unsatisfactory, then that of T Bridge, £2,860. Tender of J Tillotson, £4,449, 

recommended to be accepted for ironwork of Caledonia Street bridge, Bradford. (L&YR Minutes, 11 

May 1875) 

Tender of E Taylor, £1,810, recommended to be accepted for the extension of warehouse at Royton.

(L&YR Minutes, 25 May 1875) 

Mr Thomson pointed out that to build the new engine shed at Bury in stone will not merely cost £150 

more than if it were in brick, but also it will take longer. For many reasons, brick is preferable to stone 

for this particular purpose, so he gave notice that he will move the use of brick, notwithstanding the 

previous Board resolution. (L&YR Minutes, 26 May 1875) 

June 
The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the warehouse and additions to the station at Middleton; 

for a warehouse at Littleborough; for additions to Thongsbridge station. For painting stations; 
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Between Wigan and Southport; between Low Moor, Mirfield, and Wakefield; Goole station.

(Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1875; Manchester Evening News, 1 June 1875) 

An extra-ordinary general meeting of the L&YR was held on 2nd June 1875 to authorize the raising of 

capital. (Manchester Evening News, 2 June 1875)  

Mr Meek  to arrange with the contractor to build the Bury engine shed in brick, with a reduction of 

£150 in the cost. (L&YR Minutes, 2 June 1875) 

L&YR special meeting report. (Railway News, 5 June 1875) 

Tender of J Thompson, £1,319, recommended to be accepted for extension of warehouse and 

provision of parcel office at Middleton; also his tender, £2,989, for new warehouse at Littleborough.

(L&YR Minutes, 8 June 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the warehouse and erection of new goods offices at 

Southport; for the erection of a new warehouse at Moses Gate. (Manchester Guardian, 10 June 1875) 

The new station at Sowerby Bridge is now rapidly approaching completion. Situated in the fork that 

will be made by the junction of the main line, with that from Ripponden, and which may hereafter 

become the main line to the west, the station has an extensive frontage towards the Royal Hotel, 

and will be approached by a road leading out of the main thoroughfare through Sowerby Bridge, 

somewhere between the railway arch and the New Inn. It is somewhat difficult yet to understand 

the whole of the plan of the station, and as there is a board placed stating that trespassers on the 

premises will be prosecuted, it is rather dangerous to prosecute inquiries […]. On the down line 

will be an extensive platform, with waiting rooms, etc., and access will be gained to this by a subway, 

lined with enamelled bricks. On the up line is the station proper, and through this there will be four 

lines of rails, with extensive platform accommodation, both on the side of the station and in the 

centre of the two lines. In the front of the station are two carriage ways, by which passengers can be 

conveyed on to an extensive platform at the east front, from which they can easily reach the trains 

travelling in any direction. The station is stone built, and in addition to the usual offices, will include a 

station master’s house, large covered platforms, and many other conveniences not usually found in 

stations along this line. The building has been erected by Messrs Thompson. (British Architect, 11 

June 1875)

Report of the Newark break (sic) trials. (12 June 1875) 

Newark brake trials; L&Y train fitted with Fay’s Continuous brake. (Engineering, 18 June 1875, 

p.515) 

Eight systems of brake have been submitted to experiment, one chain, two hydraulic, two air, two 

vacuum and one hand, the last is the old invention, improved in detail, of Mr Fay […]. The last is that 

of Mr Fay, fitted to an ordinary L&Y train. The engine which drew this train has apparently seen a 

good deal of service, and was much the smallest in the competition, having four coupled driving and 

trailing wheels, 5 feet 9 inches diameter, and cylinders 15 inches by 22 inches. All the carriages and 

vans are four wheeled, fitted with slide brakes and one wood block to each wheel. The train is made 

up in two sections, seven carriages being braked by hand from one van and six carriages from the 

other van. The system is so well known that little or no description is required, a continuous rod 

with square sliding bar couplings between the carriages, actuating a screw under each carriage which 

applies the brake by laying hold of a rack, the rod itself being driven by a large hand wheel, and a 

couple of bevel wheels on each van. (Engineer, 18 June 1875, p.415/6) 

Report of the Newark break trials. (19 June 1875) 



1870 - 1879 

536 

Tenders recommended for acceptance; G Day and Molineux, £2,430, for extension of warehouse and 

erection of goods office at Southport; J Thompson, £8,495, for new warehouse, offices, engine and 

boiler house at Moses Gate. (L&YR Minutes, 22 June 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Blue Pits; for additional stabling at 

Southport; for the erection of a roof over Bankfield goods station, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 

24 June 1875) 

Newark brake trials results with tables of trains, locomotives and experiments. (Engineering, 25 June 

1875, p.523/530) 

[…] It will be found on examination that in every case that the brake which was the most quickly 

applied was the most efficient. In this way alone is it possible to account for the admirable results 

obtained with Fay’s brake on the L&Y train. Careful examination proved that so closely were the 

wood blocks fitted to the wheels of this train that less than half a turn of the lay-shaft sufficed to put 

them on hard. Now a careful experiment made with van-brakes, reported in our table, showed that 

when the guard stood at attention, he could apply a hand brake with such force as just not to skid 

the wheels in three seconds. We shall certainly be within the mark if we say that the Fay brake was 

put on in five seconds after the signal was given […]. The results were far below that obtained with 

either automatic or vacuum brake, and falling off in efficiency is no doubt due to the fact that manual 

power was un equal to the task of competing with the arrangements adopted by other inventors for 

applying their brakes. The Fay brake may in this respect be singled out from the others, and what we 

have stated in general terms concerning the uniformity of force with which the blocks are put on 

will not apply to it. (Engineer, 25 June 1875, p.433) 

The L&YR advertise for tenders for 4,000 tons of Bessemer steel rail and 4,000 tons of cast iron 

chairs. (Engineer, 25 June 1875) 

July 
Tender of E Taylor, £5,900, recommended to be accepted for new station at Blue Pits. Also that of G 

Day and Molineux, £8,890, for roof and wall at Bankfield station, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 6 July 

1875) 

August 
[…] there are two signal cabins east of Bolton, the first at Bury Junction and the second, at the east 

end of the yard, Burnden Junction, about ¼ mile apart. The signals and points are interlocked with the 

railway worked on the permissive block system […] (Accident report, 6 August 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of platelayers cottages at several stations on the Wakefield 

and Goole line and on the Methley line. (Manchester Guardian, 7 August 1875) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th August 1875. It was stated that 

170 miles of the railway were covered by the block system and 130 miles in progress of installation, 

with 80 miles under consideration. (Manchester Evening News, 11 August 1875; Manchester 

Guardian, 12 August 1875) 

Statement of L&YR rolling stock to December 1871 and December 1874. (Engineer, 20 August 

1875, p.125) 

The L&YR invite tenders for additions and alterations to The Oaks station; also to Helmshore station.

(Manchester Guardian, 21 August 1875) 



1870 - 1879 

537 

September 
The L&YR advertise trains to Middleton for the Agricultural Show on Saturday, 11th September 

1875 from 9.00am for as long as required. (Manchester Guardian, 9 September 1875) 

On 9th September an L&YR goods train ran into a stationary goods train near Sheffield Victoria 

station. (Engineer, 10 September 1875, p.179) 

October 
It was stated at the meeting of the L&Y Company, that the estimated outlay in new works for the 

current half year was £300,000 exclusive of the cost of the further extension of the block system, 

amounting to £295,000. It was stated that the total cost of placing the block system on the line 

would be very little short of half a million of money. (The Builder, 2 October 1875) 

Royle’s Steam Trap. (Engineering, 29 October 1875, p.350) 

Report of the death of W S Lawn, secretary of the L&YR on Friday, 29th October 1875. Mr Lawn 

was 67 years of age, and was best known in public as secretary and accountant to the L&YR

Company, an office which he had held for a quarter of a century. He first entered the service of the 

company as audit clerk, and in the year 1851 the traffic, audit, and accountant’s department was 

placed under his charge. In 1855 he was appointed secretary to the company, whilst retaining the 

office of accountant, and he served the company in the double capacity – always enjoying the good-

will of the shareholders – until the time of his death. (Manchester Guardian, 30 October 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of two bridges on the Brighouse branch railway.

(Manchester Guardian, 30 October 1875) 

November 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new engine shed at Newton Heath. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 November 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new warehouse at Sough; for bridges on the Kearsley 

branches; for the masonry and iron work for a bridge near Accrington. (Manchester Guardian, 13 

November 1875) 

[…] (at Brighouse) the cabin which is at the east end of the station has 27 interlocked levers by Saxby 

and Farmer […] (Accident report, 15 November 1875) 

Tenders recommended for acceptance; W Clegg, £2,863-16-4d, for warehouse at Sough; Pitt and 

Binner, £1,830, for iron bridges on Kearsley branches, and £850 for ironwork on Peel’s bridge, 

Church; W Carr, £626 March 4d, for masonry of same bridge. (L&YR Minutes, 23 November 1875) 

Report of a man killed at the Railway Steel and Plant Co., Newton Heath, whilst moving a wagon by 

horse to the railway from the siding. (Manchester Evening News, 25 November 1875) 

December 
Tender of R Neill & Sons, £40,467, recommended to be accepted for new engine shed at Newton 

Heath. (L&YR Minutes, 1 December 1875) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the tenancy of the refreshment rooms at Mirfield station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 December 1875) 

A LNWR employee, killed at Victoria station, Manchester, was taken to the L&YR “dead house” to 

await the inquest. (Manchester Evening News, 11 December 1875) 
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Court case report of LNW sale of locomotives to the L&YR. (Engineering, 24 December 1875, 

p.491) 
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1876 
January 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of the Manchester, Cheetham Hill and Prestwich 

railway. (Manchester Guardian, 6 January 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the railway from Sandhills to Liverpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 January 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Chatburn. (Manchester Guardian, 11 

January 1876) 

L&YR invite tenders for the Manchester and Prestwich line and masonry for widening line into 

Liverpool. (Engineer, 28 January 1876. p.59) 

Report in the Manchester Examiner and Times that L&YR carriages will be painted in different 

colours according to the several classes thus; first class yellow, second class brown, third class blue; 

and the tickets will correspond in colour, so that passengers, either at a terminus or when having 

stopped for refreshment, will have a good visible guide to their respective carriages. Composite 

carriages will be treated the same way, and the sample carriage which was turned out yesterday 

from the works at Southport had a most novel appearance. (Engineer, 28 January 1876, p.59) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for painting stations between Preston Fleetwood, 

Blackpool and Lytham. (Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1876) 

Mr John Jackson, station master at Victoria station for twenty two of his thirty one years of service, 

approaches retirement. On 14th March 1876, as landlord of the Old Boars Head, Middleton he 

committed suicide, aged 54 years. (Manchester Evening News, 29 January 1876) 

February 
Tender of Dransfield & Co., £15,600, to be accepted for widening the viaduct into Liverpool. (L&YR

Minutes, 1 February 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an inspectors house at Ormskirk; for a telegraph office 

and station masters house at Wigan; for iron bridges on the Hollinwood branch railway; for widening 

the viaduct on the line at Miles Platting. (Manchester Guardian, 5 February 1876) 

Directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 16th February 1876. The balance of revenue 

applicable to dividend on the ordinary stock is £433,574-15-11d and the directors recommend a 

dividend at the rate of 6 per cent per annum, less income tax, payable on the 1st day of March, and 

to carry forward the balance of £10,076-19-6d. The increase in the gross receipts of the railway, 

over those of the corresponding period of 1874, amounting to £80,130, is satisfactory, considering 

the state of trade in the manufacturing districts; but in consequence of the increase in working 

expenses, and in the amount of interest and dividend payable on new capital, the proposed dividend 

for the half year is less by ½ per cent that that declared in February last, or taking the whole year 

the dividend is ¼ per cent less that that paid in the year 1874. Notwithstanding a saving in the cost 

of fuel and materials for maintenance of way, the working expenses under some of the other 

principal heads have been unusually heavy, reducing the net gain from additional traffic to the sum of 

£11,690, against which has to be set a further charge for interest and dividends on additional capital, 

including the conversion of the 1870 shares into ordinary shares, which up to June last were entitled 

to dividend at the rate of 4 per cent only. The amount of un productive capital now chargeable to 

revenue is £1,338,450. 
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Last year the amount voted by the proprietors for capital expenditure on general account was 

£300,000. The actual outlay has, however, been £332,973. It is estimated that the outlay on capital 

account for general purposes for the current half year will amount to £350,000, inclusive of the 

expenditure on the new workshops at Newton Heath, but exclusive of the cost of extending the 

block system. 

The Recorder of London has made his award in the arbitration under the Telegraph Act of 1868, 

fixing the compensation to be paid to the Company in respect of the telegraph system on their 

railways at the sum of £169,197, and awarding certain annual payments for way leave and 

maintenance of telegraphs, and for services to be rendered by the Company in connection with the 

transmission of public messages. 

With respect to the new railways and works under contract, the directors have to report that the 

North Lancashire Loop Line has been opened for goods traffic from Rose Grove, near Burnley, to 

Padiham, and it is expected that this line will be opened throughout both for goods and passenger 

traffic in the present year. The branch to Astley Bridge, near Bolton, has been partially opened for 

goods traffic, and the branch from Darwen to Hoddlesden is near completion. The works are still 

progressing on the following railways, viz:- The line from Chatburn, near Clitheroe, to join the 

Midland Company’s Settle and Carlisle line at Hellifield; the loop line at Manchester; the Kearsley 

branches; the branch through Hollinwood to Oldham; the branches to Clayton West, Ripponden, 

and Brighouse, in the West Riding of the county of York; and also at the new station at Preston; the 

new workshops at Newton Heath, near Manchester; and the dock at Fleetwood. The acquisition of 

the land required for the new line from Manchester through Cheetham Hill, Prestwich, Whitefield, 

and Radcliffe, there to join the Bury and Bolton line, is far advanced, and the directors have 

advertised the letting of the works.  

A special meeting will be held for the purpose of considering a bill for conferring further powers on 

the Company.  

The principal objects of this bill are:-  

To authorise the making of a line, 1 mile 5 furlongs 7 chains in length, for connecting the Ashton 

branch with the proposed Manchester loop line, and so to facilitate the working in and out of 

Manchester of traffic from the Ashton branch, which is likely to be much increased; a short 

connection; 2 furlongs 3.92 chains in length, at Burnden, near Bolton, to facilitate the passage of 

traffic from the Manchester and Bolton to the Liverpool and Bury line, and so relieve the station at 

Bolton; a connecting line at Burscough, near Ormskirk, 3 furlongs ?.10 chains in length, for the 

purpose of facilitating the working of traffic between Preston, Blackburn, and places to the east and 

Southport. A short line at Seaforth, near Liverpool, 4 furlongs 5.95 chains in length, for making a 

junction between the Company’s lines entering Liverpool from that point; a connecting line 3 miles 7 

furlongs 4.60 chains in length, from the main line at Ormskirk to the Bescar Lane station on the 

Manchester and Southport Railway, for the purpose of improving the communication between 

Southport, St Helens, Warrington, and the south. 

To widen and enlarge the Exchange station, in Tithebarn Street, Liverpool. This is a very important 

work, and rendered desirable by the large and increasing passenger traffic in and out of Liverpool.  

The doubling of the Bacup branch, now single line, rendered absolutely necessary by the large traffic 

in passengers, goods and minerals now using that railway.  

The widening of the main line in the Calder Valley, from Heaton Lodge Junction to the Dewsbury 

Junction beyond Mirfield station, so as to provide for the laying down of additional lines of railway 

upon it. The Yorkshire traffic of the LNW Company, beyond Huddersfield, passes over this portion 

of the railway, as well as a large traffic carried by this Company.  
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The bill also contains provisions for the abolition of level crossings on the Liverpool, Crosby and 

Southport line; for the substitution of a stone viaduct for the wooden viaduct at Denby Dale, for 

effecting station improvements at Bolton, for acquiring additional lands for station purposes at 

several points of the line, and for extending the time for purchasing the land and executing the 

works of several of the railways now under contract. (Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1876) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 16th February 1876. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 February 1876) 

March 
The joiners shop, storehouse and timber yard at Ormskirk were badly damaged by fire on Friday 

evening, 3rd March 1876. As these premises adjoin the engine shed steps were taken to remove the 

engines which were located there for the night, together with several wagons standing about the 

place. (Manchester Evening News, 4 March 1876) 

The chairman of the L&Y Company stated that they were about to widen the line into Exchange 

station, Liverpool, and enlarge that station, at a cost of £587,000. (The Builder, 18 March 1876) 

Now that the Sowerby Bridge station is approaching completion very fast, considerable interest is 

manifested in the work, and, indeed, when the finishing touches are all put to it, a large and 

commodious building will take the place  of the present cramped and uncomfortable station. 

Sowerby Bridge has long held an important place in the traffic of the L&YR Company, and in many 

places where the traffic is not so great in the goods department, nor the passengers conveyed to 

different destinations so numerous, one and even two new stations have been built. Surely then it is 

time that Sowerby Bridge should wake up and not be left behind in these times of change and 

progress. This splendid building forms two sides of a square, and faces east and north. There is a 

wide and thoroughly good approach to it, which will, when finished, lead past the coal sidings, into 

the road by the railway arch. Though slightly further away from the town than the present station, 

no inconvenience will be felt on that score, and if a road could only be opened across from Wharf 

Street, then the approach from all parts of the town will be convenient. This is somewhat a 

drawback to the excellent site on which the station stands, as people residing in the locality of 

Wharf Street, will have a ten minutes’ walk by way now used, before reaching the station, whereas 

by cutting a road across, the distance could be travelled in two or three minutes […]. 

With respect to the station itself, it is replete with every convenience. There are two principal 

platforms, with rails on each side, so that the first train in from any place will come down one side, 

and the next on the opposite side. The length of the platforms on the north side is 200 yards, and 

nearly the whole of it is covered with glass roofing. On the east side the platform is 35 feet wide, 

and 170 yards long. Along the two sides of the station are the various offices, and other rooms, one 

comfortable improvement on the old station being a refreshment and dining room. There are two 

classes, first and second, of the refreshment rooms, and they are situated at the corner of the 

station nearest the rails. Comfortable and very commodious offices are set apart for the different 

officials, and apparently there is nothing wanted to ensure comfort to passengers and also to the 

residents on the station. It may be added that the cooking rooms are upstairs, and on a continuance 

of the landing are the bedrooms. These are nicely situated and command an extensive view over 

Sowerby and Sowerby Bridge. In a short time the work on the station will be finished, and railway 

travellers will hail with joy the opening of a building which possesses so many advantages over the 

one that, for many years, has been denounced as a cold uncomfortable place. (British Architect, 

from Halifax Manchester Guardian, 24 March 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the iron work for certain bridges on the Cheetham Hill line. 

(Manchester Guardian, 25 March 1876) 
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At a meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians held on Thursday, 30th March 1876 

it was reported that tenders had been received for the superstructure of the workhouse infirmary 

and that Messrs Robert Neill & Sons be accepted. (Manchester Guardian, 31 March 1876) 

April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a wrought iron bridge at Monsall Street over the 

Manchester Loop Line. (Manchester Guardian, 8 April 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations; on the Shawforth branch; between Clifton and Bury; 

between Cherry Tree and Chorley; between Bolton and Blackburn; and between Wakefield and 

Goole. (Manchester Guardian, 15 April 1876) 

The MR announce the opening of the Settle and Carlisle railway on 1st May 1876. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 April 1876) 

Mr Walsh, the plumber, is actively pushing on the improvement to the roof of the passenger station 

at Halifax, which is to be completed by 30th June 1876. The present glass is to be removed and 

replaced by slate. The present portion of the slating over the platform is to be removed, and two 

rows of glass (rough plate), 17 feet in depth, will run the entire length of each side. The works are 

carried out under the supervision of Mr William Brown, the company’s engineer for this district. It is 

stated that new waiting rooms are to be built, and the platform lengthened. (British Architect, 21 

April 1876) 

[…] Salford station east cabin, which is 1,150 yards west of Victoria west cabin, has a down home 

signal close to it and a down distant 375 yards from the home signal. In consequence of the crowded 

state of Victoria station it is stated to be impossible to work the block system between there and 

Salford east cabin but onwards it is in operation. There is telegraph bell communication between 

Victoria west and Salford east […] (Accident report, 25 April 1876) 

Table of railway capital expenditure for the half year ending 31st December 1875, including the 

L&YR. (Engineer, 28 April 1876, p.315) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station at Cornholme. (Manchester Guardian, 29 April 

1876) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for the iron work required for widening the viaduct at Liverpool; for the 

construction of an iron viaduct at the Bury station. (Manchester Guardian, 13 May 1876) 

In the L&YR Bill before the House of Commons Committee there was no proposal to replace the 

dwellings to be pulled down for widening the line and enlarging the station in Tithebarn Street, 

Liverpool. The Committee, however, inserted the necessary words to “carry out their view”. 

(Manchester Evening News, 18 May 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations; between Halifax and Low Moor; the Barnsley branch. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 May 1876) 

June 
“At Skipton (the MR) have a short line to Cologne (sic), where it meets the L&YR system”. 

(Engineer, 2 June 1876, p.415) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the goods warehouse at Mumps, Oldham; for the 

extension of the grain and cotton warehouse and the erection of a new shed at Rochdale. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 June 1876) 
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The tender of R & J Rankin, £9,157, accepted for the iron work in the widening of the viaduct at 

Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 6 June 1876) 

The L&YR have arranged to run 86 special trains to Blackpool; 60 special trains to Southport; 48 to 

Liverpool and 144 to other places during the Whit Holidays. Most are to meet the wishes of some 

church or chapel school committee, political organisation, or other association. Many of the trains 

are arranged to convey 1,000 passengers each. The fares charged for the day trips to the watering 

places are form 3/- to 3/3 per passenger. To those unacquainted with our Lancashire towns, it would 

seem incredible that the railway company could find profitable employment for such a service of 

special trains in Whit-week. Last Whit-week the L&YR conveyed 1,200,000 passengers, and their 

receipts were £97,102, against an ordinary week of £61,909. (Manchester Evening News, 6 June 

1876) 

The L&YR were reported to have temporarily reduced the wages of certain of their staff by them 

falling back into the next lower grade for the duration of the depression and in some cases the men 

have to work short time. (Manchester Guardian, 21 June 1876) 

July 
The L&YR have entered into an arrangement with certain of their servants that so long as the 

present, and, as is generally hoped, temporary, depression of trade lasts their wages shall be reduced 

by their falling back into lower grades in the service than they at present occupy. In some cases the 

men have to work short time. (Engineer, 7 July 1876, p.9) 

An inquiry has been held into the circumstances of the accident at Brierfield, on the L&YR, on 

Sunday morning, 3rd July 1876, and it appears that the driver, stoker, and guard of the first goods 

train, into which the express ran, had stopped short of the station and gone to a neighbouring 

brewery to get some beer. They have all been suspended. (Manchester Evening Mail, 7 July 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of five cottages at Lostock Hall. (Manchester Guardian, 8 

July 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a viaduct at Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 11 July 

1876) 

Tender of E Johnson, £10,610, accepted for extension of warehouses at Mumps, Oldham. (L&YR

Minutes, 12 July 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the iron work required for several bridges on the Cheetham Hill and 

Prestwich line. (Manchester Guardian, 15 July 1876) 

Operations have been commenced near to Trinity Street station, Bolton, with the view of affording 

additional accommodation, more particularly for goods. Workmen are now engaged in excavating 

the land between the William the Fourth beer house in Manchester Road, for the purpose of laying 

down lines from the Bolton and Manchester line to join the Bury line upon the further side of the 

bridge, spanning Manchester Road. That road will, of course, be crossed by another bridge, the 

object of the loop line being to enable goods trains passing from the direction of Manchester to Bury 

and Yorkshire to pass direct without the delay and inconvenience of having to be brought into 

Bolton station, where engines of such trains are now changed to the other end of the train, and the 

whole then taken back upon the road as far as Lever Street bridge in order to get upon the 

Yorkshire line. The land between Bridgeman Street and Lever Street bridges, upon the Manchester 

arrival side, has within the last few days, been levelled, and a convenient means of approach to it is 

now being made for gas sidings. We understand it is contemplated to remove one of the flights of 

stone steps upon the Manchester arrival side of the station, near to the booking offices, and to drive 
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a tunnel under Trinity Street to prevent the continual crowding upon the narrow portion of the 

platform under Trinity Street bridge. (Bolton Journal, 22 July 1876) 

About 5.30pm last evening, 25th July 1876, an accident happened near Clifton Junction station on the 

L&YR. A coal train was being shunted into Pepper Hill coal siding when by some means a waggon 

and the break van got off the rails, blocking the main line for several hours. (Manchester Evening 

Mail, 26 July 1876) 

August 
The directors report to the L&YR meeting to be held on 16th August 1876 stated that expenditure 

charged to capital for the half year ending 30th June 1876 was £588,349; land and enlargement of 

stations, £212,873; rolling stock, £44,474; extension of the block and interlocking system, £39,934; 

expended on lines and works in course of construction, £291,068. Receipts total £1,724,271 and 

disbursements total £987,738. The ordinary increase in traffic receipts has been arrested by the 

depression. It was also stated that the Astley Bridge branch had been opened as far as Halliwell and 

that in consequence of changes of plan the Preston station work had been suspended but had now 

been resolved and work would recommence shortly. With reference to the bill introduced to 

Parliament assent had been received for the enlargement of Liverpool Exchange station; the 

widening of the Bacup branch and the main line between Heaton Lodge Junction and Mirfield; the 

abolition of certain level crossings between Liverpool and Southport; the construction of a stone 

viaduct for the wooden viaduct at Denby Dale. It had been decided to withdraw the connecting line 

from the Manchester Loop Line to the Ashton branch and connecting lines at Seaforth and 

Ormskirk. (Manchester Guardian, 11 August 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the tenancy of the refreshment rooms at Blackburn station and the new 

station at Sowerby Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 15 August 1876) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 16th August 1876. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 August 1876) 

This morning whilst a fireman, named John Needham, was laughing and carelessly talking with a 

person near his engine at Miles Platting station, about half past six o’clock, he fell off, and by some 

means got under the wheels, which severed both legs. He was brought to Victoria station […] in a 

very precarious state. (Manchester Evening Mail, 23 August 1876) 

September 
The new station building at Sowerby Bridge forms two sides of a square, that at right angles to the 

line being the principal portion of the erection. The front of this portion of the station, which looks 

towards Sowerby Bridge, has a very pretty appearance, being tastefully picked out with ornamental 

carving. At the west end of the new station, a large pointsman’s cabin has been erected. It was first 

used on the first day of August; but the whole of the levers have not yet been connected. The old 

cabin has already been pulled down. Fronting the line at the new station are – lamp room, guards 

room, porter’s room, general waiting room, gentlemen’s room (first class), refreshment rooms, first 

and second class, both fitted up with bars. The refreshment rooms, which are well fitted up, are at 

the east end of the station, the entrance fronting the line. Upstairs are large dining room, kitchen, 

and other conveniences usually connected with a good refreshment room. A hoist is fixed 

connecting the offices upstairs with the second class room. At a right angle to the line are, ladies’ 

first and second class rooms, a roomy booking office with passages on each side, the ticket 

inspector’s office, the offices of the station master, and the parcel and left luggage office. A wide 

platform runs all round, and there is no necessity to cross the metals, for a road has been made 

underneath the line. (British Architect, 1 September 1876) 

The West Lancashire Railway, which has been in abeyance for some time, is now again assuming a 

shape, and the works will ere long be again in progress. The line will open up a shorter route 



1870 - 1879 

545 

between Southport, Leeds, Bradford, and the north eastern district of Yorkshire, and there will also 

be a direct branch to Preston. Men are already at work, and it is intended to let parts of the railway 

in sections, in order that no time may be lost in completing this important line. (Engineer, 1 

September 1876, p.152) 

The new railway between Blackburn and Burnley was opened on Friday, 1st  September 1876 

between Rose Grove and Padiham. (Manchester Guardian, 2 September 1876) 

[…] it is much to be regretted that the L&Y should have allowed so long a time to elapse since the 

value of locking bars was fully recognised without having had one fixed at the Blackburn Junction at 

Accrington […] (Accident report, 2 September 1876) 

[…] the up distant is fixed on the Low Moor side of the tunnel at Halifax and the home signal is 300 

yards from the tunnel mouth. In the tunnel and 600 yards from the Halifax end there is a fixed green 

light and an audible treadle signal to give drivers an intimation of their position. About 100 yards 

inside the home signal there are facing points leading to the loop line. The points and signals at the 

Low Moor end of Halifax station are interlocked and the traffic is worked on the block system, 

Hipperholme, 1½ miles from Halifax, being the next block station towards Low Moor[…] (Accident 

report, 5 September 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the iron work required in a portion of the bridges on the Prestwich 

branch. (Manchester Guardian, 5 September 1876) 

On Sunday night, 24th September 1876, an alarming accident occurred at the Trinity Street station of 

the L&YR Co. Bolton, and resulted in the entire demolition of a signalling cabin, which has recently 

been erected between Bridgeman Street and Orlando Street bridges. At half past six a passenger 

train arrived from Blackburn, and as is usual on Sunday evening as many carriages as could be spared 

were detached from the terrain for the purpose of making up the 7.10 train to Blackburn. Four 

carriages were uncoupled, and they were drawn by the engine a short distance past the cabin above 

referred to. Unfortunately, a pointsman opened the points over which the carriages were travelling 

too soon – before the last couple of wheels had got clear, and the consequence was that the two 

last carriages were thrown off the metals and came in contact with two of the four iron pillars which 

supported the cabin. In an instant the whole fabric came down with a crash against the two 

carriages, two sides of which were much damaged. The woodwork of the cabin was splintered into 

matchwood, the iron work, including the stout girders which supported the flooring, was broken, 

and nothing was left of but two pillars standing in the midst of a shattered mass of broken iron and 

woodwork. Fortunately, the levers and other appliances in the cabin were not completed and the 

cabin was consequently unoccupied by any of the company’s servants, otherwise the accident would 

in all probability have been attended with loss of life. The traffic to Manchester and the Yorkshire 

district had to be worked upon other sets of rails, and it was midnight ere the lines were clear. The 

damage is roughly estimated at between £400 and £500. (Manchester Evening Mail, 26 September 

1876) 

October 
(At Brierfield) the points and signals have been concentrated and interlocked in a new raised cabin at 

the south end of the down platform but are not yet in operation. (Accident report, 30 October 1876) 

November 
The L&YR announce express services between Manchester and Liverpool and Lytham and Blackpool 

as from 1st November 1876, some trains are transferred from Talbot Road station to Hounds Hill 

station. (Manchester Guardian, 2 November 1876) 

Report of an accident at Brierfield on Tuesday, 31st October 1876 when a passenger train from 

Colne ran into a goods train from Skipton, killing three people. (Courier, 1 November 1876) 
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On Tuesday evening, about seven, a catastrophe occurred on the L&YR at Brierfield, near Burnley, 

by which three men were killed and several persons badly injured. A goods train from Skipton had 

just finished shunting on to a siding, and was about 200 yards from the station, when a passenger 

train – due from Colne at 6.55 – came through the tunnel close at hand and smashed into it. The 

goods train contained a large number of cattle and sheep, and in the guard’s van in the rear there 

were seven drovers, two of whom jumped out before the passenger train reached them and 

escaped uninjured. Three others were killed on the spot, the names of two being James Emmett, 

butcher, and John Nutter, butcher, Barrowford; the name of the third man could not be ascertained. 

William Emmett, butcher of Burnley, and others from Accrington and Burnley were among the 

injured. The fore part of the passenger engine and the guard’s van and two wagons were completely 

smashed one into the other, rising to a height of over twenty feet, The line was blocked up for many 

hours, though every effort was made to clear it with all possible speed. (Engineer, 3 November 

1876, p.311) 

Shortly after four of Friday, 4th November 1876 a fire broke out in the carriage works department of 

the Southport branch of the L&YR. The fire seemed to have originated in the roof of the building 

and rapidly spread almost the entire length of it. (Engineer, 17 November 1876, p.343) 

A luggage train travelling between Liverpool and Burnley was, on Sunday morning found to be on fire 

when it reached Mill Hill siding, Blackburn. As soon as the fire was discovered the train was brought 

to a standstill. It was then found that about forty bales of cotton belonging to the Sandy Mill 

Company, Burnley, had been ignited by sparks from the engine. There was a high wind blowing at 

the time, and this fanned the fire. The cotton was strewn upon the embankments, and 

notwithstanding every effort to put out the fire, and though the rain fell copiously, the cotton 

continued to burn on Monday. (Engineer, 17 November 1876, p.343) 

On Wednesday, 22nd November 1876 the foundation stone of the new Workhouse Infirmary at 

Crumpsall was laid. One of the seven blocks has already been erected and nearing completion and 

another is partially roofed and others are in various stages of completion. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

November 1876) 

Report of a haunted engine shed at Chorley since the shocking suicide which occurred close by. 

Strange sounds have been noticed by the engine cleaners and some large stones have been thrown 

by some unexplained agency at the workmen throughout several nights and this has become so 

serious that several men have actually left their employment. Although a watch has been kept 

suspecting a practical joker no one has been discovered. An official investigation by the L&YR

Company’s detectives has revealed nothing. (Manchester Evening News, 29 November 1876) 

December 
Notice of the formation of the Barley Brook Coal and Cannell (sic) Company to purchase the Barley 

Brook Colliery, late W J Darbyshire and Son, (adjoining the collieries of Messrs Rylands & Sons Ltd) 

within 500 yards of Wigan L&YR station, and with a siding from that railway and the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal. (Manchester Guardian, 13 December 1876) 

1876. The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of the wrought iron work 

required in bridges over Millgate and the river Irk, Manchester; for making a road or embankment 

and the erection of a bridge to carry Mersey Road over the railway and also for the construction of 

a bridge under the railway, both at Blundellsands. (Manchester Guardian, 20 December 1876; 

Courier, 26 December 1876) 

The L&YR are engaged in two new lines. One of these will give us another route to Oldham, shorter 

by nearly a mile than the present line through Middleton Junction and opening out the district of 

Hollinwood, whilst the other will afford a new route to Bury and Bolton by Cheetham Hill, 

Prestwich and Radcliffe Bridge, without, however, effecting any substantial saving in point of distance. 
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Both these lines may be said to spring out of the important loop line which is in course of 

construction from Victoria station, through St Michaels Ward, to the Rochdale line, some 

considerable distance beyond Miles Platting station.  

The former is an extension, so to speak, of the loop line to Werneth, where a junction is effected 

with the existing line from Middleton Junction. The Bury and Bolton branch leaves the loop line at a 

point in Collyhurst about ¾ mile distant from Victoria station, and thenceforward is an independent 

line. At Radcliffe Bridge a connecting line will be made with the present line to Bury by Clifton 

Junction and the Bury traffic will there be diverted; but what may be called the main line from 

Cheetham Hill will be carried forward through the township of Radcliffe to effect a junction with the 

direct route from Bury to Bolton, between Black Lane and Bradley Fold. For passengers from 

Manchester this latter will form a somewhat circuitous route to Bolton, being two miles in excess of 

the distance by the present route through Farnworth. It cannot, therefore, be said to afford any valid 

reason why the new line promoted by the Bolton Junctions Railway Company in the last session of 

Parliament should not have been constructed; but the fact would doubtless have some weight with a 

Parliamentary Committee that there will soon be no less than three separate lines, all more or less 

direct, between this city and Bolton. Putting Manchester out of consideration however, the new line 

will be on immense advantage to persons in the isolated district beyond Cheetham Hill who are only 

able at present to reach Bolton at much personal inconvenience.  

The loop line to Newton Heath – which it will be convenient to describe first as being a trunk from 

which spring several branches – is being constructed under power obtained in the session of 1873. It 

is in every sense a most important undertaking, being intended to carry all the passenger traffic 

which now runs to Yorkshire and elsewhere via Middleton Junction, and thus by relieving the 

existing overcrowded lines through Miles Platting, to minimize the danger at that too often fatal 

junction. Leaving the present line near Millgate it runs in a northerly direction for a distance of about 

six chains and then bending to the right continues its course through St Michaels Ward and beyond 

the boundaries of the city, until it joins the Rochdale line at Thorpes Bridge nearly a mile beyond 

Miles Platting station. Throughout its total length of two miles twenty four chains the line is double, 

and will be laid with four lines of rails. This arrangement – undoubtedly a costly one – will have 

numerous advantages. It is hoped by the Company – and the public may be allowed to join in the 

hope – that it will at least do ensure greater punctuality.  

When the Company are in possession of the site of the workhouse hospital, one set of lines from 

the loop will be extended there by a bridge which it is proposed to construct under Corporation 

Street, and so form a starting point for traffic for specific towns hereafter to be decided upon. From 

the point of junction with the present line near Victoria station the new line is carried upon a 

viaduct for a distance of 800 feet as far as Roger Street. The viaduct consists of some 18 or 20 

arches, and bridges over Queen Anne Street, Horrocks Lane and Foundry Street which intervene. In 

its construction a vast amount of inferior property has been removed, and the several streets just 

mentioned have been made a uniform width of 36 feet. At the outset much difficulty was met in 

laying the foundations of the arches, which have been sunk to an unusual depth; but the extra cost of 

this operation has been balanced by a gain of solidity in the viaduct itself. From Roger Street the line 

skirts the side of the Irk valley, immediately to the rear of Red Bank.  

For a short distance it runs upon an embankment enclosed by strong retaining walls, and then after 

reaching the level, enters a deep cutting, which continues up to the point where the Bury line 

debouches. Here an extensive plot of ground has been secured for sidings, and it may be generally 

observed that the Company have been unusually attentive to the importance of adequate siding 

accommodation in all their new undertakings. Bending to the right from the junction, the line 

crosses the valley of the Irk by a handsome brick viaduct of 13 arches. Some heavy work has been 

done here. The embankment by which the viaduct is approached had to be filled up to a depth of 37 

feet, and extensive quicksands caused endless trouble in laying the foundations of the arches. The 
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arch spanning the river is 50 feet in width, the others having 36 feet span; and all have a uniform 

height of 40 feet above the river. From the viaduct the line again enters a deep cutting with retaining 

walls on each side, and follows a tunnel 800 feet in length, by which the line is carried under 

Rochdale Road and the adjoining streets. The construction of this tunnel was a work of much 

labour. The depth to be gained from the surface was not sufficient to allow any attempt at boring, 

and, moreover, the soil was too soft to warrant it, so that the only course open to the contractors 

was to clear away the house property in the line of the railway and, having made a cutting, to arch it 

over.  

The demolition of flimsily constructed property was an easy matter enough, but it was a much more 

difficult thing to keep standing property on either side that which had been removed. The 

destruction of a couple of houses in a row brought the whole range near to collapse, and this being 

frequently repeated was found to be so serious a difficulty that the contractors had to carry up the 

side walls of the tunnel above the surface so as to support the property. For purposes of ventilation 

the tunnel is provided with three shafts, which are the less necessary as the passage way is of 

unusual width, but the shafts may probably also be useful for admitting light. A short length of open 

cutting intervenes between the tunnel and Queen’s Road, which is carried over the line by a 

substantial iron girder bridge of 51 feet span. Dickens Street and Monsall Street are successively 

carried over the line in the same way, the railway at this point being again enclosed with retaining 

walls. By an easy gradient the line then gradually reaches the level, which is kept up to the junction 

near Thorpes Bridge. Here the loop line terminates. Throughout its length there is no station, and, 

so far as we can ascertain, it is not intended to erect any, though a station at Queens Road or near 

it would be a manifest convenience. The line is rapidly approaching completion, and in all probability 

it will be opened in the ensuing summer. 

The Hollinwood branch to Oldham, which, as we have said, may be considered an extension of the 

loop line, has long been in contemplation. When completed it will form the most direct route to 

Oldham, and so far as Manchester passenger traffic is concerned will doubtless altogether supersede 

the line by Middleton Junction. A little beyond the point where the loop line joins the Rochdale line 

on the west, the Hollinwood line branches out on the east, and runs parallel with the Oldham Road 

to Werneth. The line is four miles in length, and brings Oldham within a distance from Manchester 

measuring by the loop line, of 6 miles 528 yards, against 7 miles 239 yards by the Miles Patting and 

Middleton Junction. But the new line can be used by Miles Platting quite independently of the loop 

line, and as the latter is somewhat of a circumbendibus, it follows that the relative distance between 

Oldham and Manchester is reduced much more than is shown by a comparison of the figures given 

above. The distance saved will, in fact, be considerably over a mile.  

A more important fact is, however, the opening up of the new district of Hollinwood and 

Chadderton, which has been too long closed to railway enterprise. The construction of this line has 

been singularly free from engineering difficulties. For a little over a  mile after leaving the junction of 

the railway runs a cutting and is thenceforward carried on an embankment until a juncture is 

effected with the existing line on the near side of Werneth station. In the length of this embankment 

has been found the most serious part of the undertaking. All the resources of the contractor have 

been taxed to obtain the enormous quantity of materials required in the construction of the work, 

and much of it had to be brought a considerable distance. Between Thorpes Bridge Junction and 

Failsworth there are numerous bridges, principally accommodation bridges enforced upon the 

Company by their disseverance of the land. At Failsworth the line crosses the Rochdale Canal. Here 

and at Drury Lane, in the township of Hollinwood, land has been taken for the purpose of erecting 

stations, if such should hereafter be deemed necessary, but as yet it has not been decided whether 

any stations are to be built. At Butler Bridge the course of the line has necessitated a slight deviation 

of the Oldham branch canal, and outside Werneth station the line is carried over the corner of the 

reservoir adjoining Messrs Platts’ Works by an iron viaduct of two bays. Along the whole length of 

the line the works are fairly forward, and although it is not expected that they will be completed by 
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the time fixed in the Act of Parliament -- 1st July 1877 – another winter may probably see them 

opened. As the line is not likely to be unduly crowded with traffic, it is meant for two lines of rails 

only. 

Perhaps of these new lines that which gives promise of most usefulness is the one from Collyhurst 

to Radcliffe Bridge and Bradley Fold, through Cheetham Hill, Prestwich and Whitefield. The length of 

the line from the junction with the loop line at Collyhurst to Radcliffe Bridge is 7 miles 1,200 yards, 

and to the point of junction with the present Bury and Bolton line, between Black Lane and Bradley 

Fold, 9 miles 374 yards. At present the works are only partially in hand. The contract was let in 

February of the present year, and according to the terms of the Act of Parliament under which the 

line is being made the works should be completed within three and a half years from the acceptance 

of the contract. Considerable progress has been made with the works from Collyhurst beyond 

Cheetham Hill. The line passes under Queen’s Road, bridges over Smedley Lane (sic) and 

Woodlands Road, and passes under Crescent Road, where it enters a deep cutting, and so reaches 

Clarendon Street, Cheetham Hill, the level of the line at that point being 45 feet below the surface. 

It should be mentioned that as on the loop line so here great difficulties have been encountered in 

laying the foundations of the bridges on account of quicksands, and in nearly every case the 

foundations have either been laid in a concrete setting at a considerable depth below the surface or 

on long wooden piles. In piercing Queen’s Road this difficulty was enormously increased by the fact 

that the Corporation, acting in the interests of the ratepayers, declined to allow the company to 

lower the water pipes (which here are of immense size), and also by the presence of the main 

sewer. The level of the line had to be lowered about two feet so as to gain the necessary depth 

below the water pipes, which have been maintained in their position, whilst the culvert carrying the 

sewage has been sunk below the line. From Clarendon Street, where a large quantity of valuable 

property has had to be removed, the line bends away to the right, skirting the ground of the 

Cheetham Hill Cricket Club and passing under Crumpsall Lane.  

It has been suggested that a station should be erected in this immediate neighbourhood, but as yet 

the site for a station has not been decided upon. For nearly half a mile after leaving Crumpsall Lane, 

the line is continued on an embankment, bridging over the Middleton Road, and entering Heaton 

Park at Sheepfoot Lane. The entire length of the distance traversed in the park – about 800 yards – 

is to be tunnelled. This portion of the work will shortly be commenced. The line, having been first 

cut at the required depth, will be arched over and ventilated in the ordinary way by means of shafts. 

At the extreme end of the park at Rooden Lane the line crosses the site of Lord Wilton’s lodge, 

which will have to be removed and placed elsewhere. It is expected that a station will hereabouts be 

constructed though the land has not yet been secured for the purpose. Passing under the Bury Old 

Road, the line runs away to the left, as far as Prestwich, where land has been taken near Poppythorn 

Lane for a station. From Prestwich it winds to the right, and at Besses-o’th’-Barn again passes under 

the old road to Bury. Here again it is proposed that a station should be built.  

At Moss Lane some heavy work has to be done to save the company the necessity of taking over a 

large quantity of property which lies in the line of the railway. Beyond, at Whitefield, the line is to be 

carried under the turnpike road and the roads adjoining by a short tunnel of about six chains length, 

and its subsequent course for a considerable distance will be through a deep cutting parallel with the 

new road to Radcliffe. Passing under the road at Hollins Hurst, the line will cross the Irwell at 

Radcliffe Bridge by what is to be a handsome stone viaduct of fourteen arches. This viaduct will be 

115 feet above the level of the river, and have a length of 235 yards. A short distance beyond a 

branch line, descending at an easy gradient, again crosses the Bury Road, and forms the connection 

with the present line from Clifton Junction at Radcliffe station. The main line is continued forward 

for a further distance of 1 mile 42 chains. After crossing the road to Bury it is carried over the 

existing line on the Manchester side (sic) of Radcliffe station, and then follows almost a straight 

course to a point between Black Lane and Bradley Fold, where a junction is effected with the line 

from Bury to Bolton, thus giving, as has been mentioned a route to Bolton by Darcy Lever. It is not 
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intended to erect any stations on this latter portion of the line; but it is more than probable that, in 

addition to the stations we have already mentioned as likely to be built, there will be one at 

Whitefield. 

A statement of the works of the L&YR Company would not be complete without a reference to the 

important, though more distant, work which they have in hand in connecting Chatburn with 

Hellifield, on the Midland main line, near Settle. The line runs through the parish of Gisburn, and is 

11½ miles in length. Its importance is obvious when viewed in the light of the close association 

which has recently been formed between the L&Y and the MRs. It will give a much nearer route to 

Scotland than by Skipton, and by the fact that there will be fewer places of importance on the line 

calling for the stoppage of fast trains it will doubly expedite passenger traffic in that direction. To the 

inhabitants of the north-eastern division of the county it will also afford more rapid communication 

with the metropolis. 

Another work, important as a connecting link between Liverpool and north-east L&Y, is the line 

now nearing completion from Blackburn to Burnley, via Great Harwood and Padiham. The line has 

been in hand for several years, and has, we understand, already been opened for goods traffic. It will 

shorten the railway journey between Blackburn and Burnley considerably, and in obviating the 

necessity of forwarding goods from Liverpool by Accrington be of great service to the manufacturing 

town of Burnley in particular. 

The whole of the above mentioned works are being carried out under superintendence of Mr 

Sturges Meek, the Company’s engineer, and Mr Hunt, his assistant. The contractors for the loop line 

are Messrs Taylor and Thompson; for the Hollinwood branch, Mr James Evans; and for the 

Cheetham Hill line, Mr T J Waller. (Manchester Guardian, 21 December 1876) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of the wrought iron work required in 

bridges over Millgate and the river Irk, Manchester. (Courier, 26 December 1876) 

It has often  been urged against the L&YR Company that they have a greater regard for the 

declaration of a good dividend than for meeting the just requirements of the public, and according to 

the Reverend Doctor Mellor – who made the statement at a recent meeting at Halifax – the failure 

of the Company in this respect has gained for them a notoriety which has extended to the United 

States. The charge thus made may have had in it a substantial truth, but looking at the vast 

operations which the Company have now in hand – extensions, improvements, and new works for 

the production of a superior class of rolling stock – it will, we think, be admitted that at the present 

time the charge can hardly be justified, and that in enormous preparations involving an immense 

outlay of capital the public have a sure warrant of immediate reform. The new lines which the 

Company have in hand have already been noticed in our columns, and it is proposed now to deal 

with the new carriage works and steam shed which are approaching completion at Newton Heath. 

Dealing first with the new carriage works, which form the more important and extensive of the two 

undertakings, it may be observed that the building is conveniently placed at the junction of the new 

loop line from Victoria station with the main Rochdale line at Thorpes Bridge, about a mile beyond 

Miles Platting station. Of the greater extent of this truly magnificent establishment it is difficult to 

convey any satisfactory idea. The “erecting shop” – the chief feature of the works – is said to be the 

largest room save one in the United Kingdom. Figures give no exact notion of its size. It is in length 

888 feet, and has a uniform breadth of 170 feet. Roughly speaking it is 300 yards long and 60 yards 

wide, and covers an area approximating to that bound by Market Street, Mosley Street, Cross 

Street, and an imaginary extension of Chapel Walks to Mosley Street. This is only one section, 

though the largest, of the works. It may help to the notion of vastness to state that the area of the 

roofing of the works is about 7½ acres, and that if the glass in the roofs and windows could be put 

together piece by piece it would form an immense sheet covering 6 acres. About 11,000,000 bricks 

have been used in the construction of the building, and several cargoes of timber brought specially 



1870 - 1879 

551 

from Florida have gone to form the 225,000 square feet of flooring. The fact that from 800 to 1,000 

men and women are to be employed at the works adds little to the weight of these figures. 

Before proceeding further into the details of the works it may be well to state why they have been 

constructed. Hitherto the Company have produced much of their passenger rolling stock at their 

joint locomotive and carriage works, near Osborne Street, Oldham Road, and at the branch carriage 

works at Southport; but for some time past it has not been possible with both these works in full 

operation to manufacture carriages at a rate sufficient to supply the increased demands of the traffic. 

The Company have had, therefore, to contract with private firms to supply the deficiency of stock, 

and this at a  largely increased cost. Latterly it was thought that in view of the extension of the 

Company’s system – which has grown enormously during the past ten years – a new carriage works 

on a scale commensurate with the probable requirements of the Company was needed, and hence 

the construction of the great establishment at Newton Heath. The arrangement of the works is 

easily described. 

Running parallel with the loop line, but at a considerable elevation above it stands the great erecting 

shop to which allusion has already been made. On the side of the erecting shop nearest the line and 

corresponding in length with the shop is a covered shed through which runs several lines of rails. 

This shed, which is 38 feet wide, and of great height, will form an admirable “lifting shop” where 

repairs can be made to carriages already in use. The shed is connected with the erecting room be 

four iron sliding doors fixed at regular intervals, and each giving a passage way of 40 feet, and it may 

be mentioned that on the other side of the erecting room there are corresponding doors connected 

by crossways laid in the flooring. Once in the erecting shop the visitor cannot fail to be struck with 

its extent, and with the general handsomeness of the apartment. Its spick and span newness gives a 

sense of cheerfulness. There is plenty of light and air, and viewed in the aspect of the health of the 

numerous workmen who are to be engaged in it, it is in every respect a splendid workroom. The 

occupation of Her Majesty’s inspectors of factories would be gone if all workrooms, large and small, 

were built with such attention to necessary matters as this. The room is lighted from the roof, 

which is 45 feet high. The roof is constructed in three bays supported on light wrought iron latticed 

girders; in their turn supported by two rows of pillars which run lengthwise through the apartment. 

The timber principals carrying up the roof from the girders are connected by wrought iron tie-rods, 

and the general appearance of the room has been much improved by a judicious mingling of colours 

in the painting of the ironwork.  

We have spoken of the room as simply an erecting shop, but it should be stated that a little less than 

a third part of the room – to be exact 228 feet from the Newton Heath entrance – is cut off by a 

light wooden partition from the rest of the building and will be used for the purpose of a painting 

and varnishing room. This latter will be kept at a uniform temperature of about 70 degrees for the 

purpose of drying the carriages as they are painted. On the north side of the erecting and paint 

shops a series of smaller but still spacious workshops occupy, with the offices, the whole length of 

the building. The former are for the cabinet making, upholstering, and finishing departments, and also 

afford some excellent stores for the housing of materials; while the offices, separated by a  corridor 

from the noise of the paint shop, have their own special arrangements and conveniences. For the 

removal of carriages four “bogies” of a novel design are to be placed one on each of the crossing 

ways which are laid through the room opposite the large side doors previously mentioned. The 

carriages will be built on lines of rails laid through the shop lengthwise, and by the bogies and 

crossings the removal of the carriages is easily effected.  

To the rear of the main building, and running parallel with it, is another long range of premises in 

separate blocks, including the sawmill, the lathe shop, the iron store and a magnificent dining room 

for the workmen. At the Newton Heath end of the works those parallel lines of premises are 

connected by the lodge which the intervening space will form a spacious yard for the reception of 

material. Over the offices, the lodge and men’s dining room are apartments for the female workers 
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all on one floor. Here a large number of women will be engaged in making trimmings and curtains 

for the better class carriages, and here they will have their own dining room, kitchen and other 

offices. By this arrangement the separation of the sexes will be complete, this being the only part of 

the works which is not on the ground floor. Passing from the main building already described 

through the lodge the dining room for men only is reached. An examination of this fine apartment 

reveals on behalf of the Company the most kindly and thoughtful consideration for their employees. 

The room measures 80 feet by 50 feet. The ceiling is elegantly corniced and the walls are tiled with a 

creamy glazed tile up to shoulder height. Adjoining is a spacious kitchen fitted, like the women’s 

kitchen, with a patent cooking range, and next it is a larder, with a handsomely fitted lavatory 

beyond. All these rooms are removed from the workshops, and we commend them as a model of 

judicious arrangement to all public companies who are large employers of labour. We understand 

that it is the intention of the Company to offer their workpeople dinner at cost price, and we 

cannot but think that if this policy of the Company in providing comfortable rooms and cheap. 

Though good, meals were generally adopted there would be fewer complaints than we hear now of 

the difficulty of retaining the services of the best class of artisans. In any case it is hardly to be 

expected that any employer would lose by following this excellent example. 

A small unoccupied space intervenes between the men’s dining room and the iron store, beyond 

which, in the order named, are the lathe shop, 330 feet by 80 feet; and the saw mill, 250 feet by 80 

feet. The lathe shop has been constructed with view of hereafter introducing side galleries, by which 

a very large additional working space will be gained. Between the lathe shop and the saw mill are on 

the one side the boiler house, which is intended to receive three large boilers, and on the other the 

economiser house, which is to be fitted with one of Green’s patent fuel economisers. The motive 

power of the establishment is to be supplied by three engines, each of forty horses’ power. A tall 

circular shaft which stands next to the economiser house not only carries off smoke from the 

boilers, but also all the foul air generated in the drainage of the works, the drains being directly 

connected to keep the floor clear of obstruction. The roof has accordingly been constructed in a 

single span of 80 feet. The “mill” is cellared throughout, and the whole of the gearing being 

concentrated below the flooring the works will be carried on with a minimum of danger. 

Throughout this second range of premises the rooms are of a uniform height of 30 feet and the 

principle of lighting through the roof has been generally adopted. The workmen in these 

departments will, therefore, have equal sanitary advantages with those in the main building. 

Only one other block remains to be noticed, and this may be dismissed in a few words. To the rear 

of the second range of premises just described is the smithy. The place is of large dimensions, being 

247 feet by 80 feet, and will provide work for a considerable number of hands. 

The works are heated throughout by steam conveyed from the boiler in two inch pipes. By this 

means the paint shop obtains the necessary degree of temperature for drying purposes, and the 

steam, after passing through the various departments, is returned to the boilers without waste. The 

most perfect arrangements have been made to guard against the possibility of fire, and the provision 

made for the sanitary condition of the works is unexceptionable. In the matter of machinery, upon 

which the Company are expending a large sum, care has been taken to see that everything is of the 

newest and most improved pattern. The contracts for the production of the machinery have been 

entrusted to Messrs Fairbairn of Leeds; Messrs Robinson of Rochdale; and Messrs Craven and 

Messrs Hulse of this city. Between 200 and 300 machines of various makes are to be laid down. The 

works are already sufficiently advanced to receive carriages, and it is hoped that they may be 

completed by June next. 

The operations of the existing carriage manufactory in Osborne Street are to be transferred thither, 

and the space thus gained of the old works will be utilized in an extension of the locomotive works 

adjoining. Mr Frederick Attock, of Stratford (Great Eastern Railway) has been appointed 

superintendent of the new carriage department. 



1870 - 1879 

553 

The new steam shed which the Company have erected stands at the junction of the Hollinwood line 

with the line to Rochdale, and just outside Newton Heath station. The shed is intended to 

supersede the smaller building of the same kind near Miles Platting station, which has long been too 

small for the Company’s requirements. The new  building covers three acres of ground, and its 

twenty four “tracks”, to use an Americanism, will hold two hundred “mixed” or one hundred and 

eighty long engines with tenders. Like the carriage works, the building is of brick, and is lighted from 

the roof, the windows in the side walls being an added feature. Its total length is 312 feet, and in 

what must be called its breadth it measures 328 feet. In speaking of the shed we speak of the whole 

of the building, excluding only a range of workshops and offices of no great extent on the south side, 

where repairs not sufficiently important to send an engine to the locomotive works will be 

undertaken.  

An excellent feature in the building is to be noted in the system of ventilation. As the engine stands 

on the track its funnel enters a continuous smoke trough, which is every few yards divided so as to 

gain the form of an inverted hopper, at the apex of which is the ventilating shaft. As there are no 

fewer than 480 of these shafts passing through the roof, ample means is provided for carrying away 

the smoke from the engines. There are the usual pits below the tracks, the floors of which are partly 

concreted and partly covered lengthwise with a perforated grid, which has the merit of draining of 

water, while it prevents the fouling of the drains by ashes dropping from the fireboxes of the 

engines. The shed is approached from the Manchester side, where there is to be erected a “coke” 

stage for watering and coaling three engines at a time. The stage will be supplied with hydraulic 

machinery for hoisting the coal to the tenders, and a capacious tank to be constructed above the 

stage will contain a water supply to be kept in reserve if at any time the ordinary supply drawn from 

the Corporation mains and the canal should fail. It may be mentioned that most elaborate 

arrangements have been made within the shed for the washing and cleaning of engines.  

Down each roadway – which must not be confounded with the sunken “road” below the track – 

have been placed several hydrants, fixed in spacious basins below the level of the floor. And each 

supplied with screw, nozzle, and hose complete. The “cleaner” has thus everything ready to his 

hand, and by filling the tank of the engine from the hydrant one operation is saved at the coke stage. 

It has been said that entrance is gained at the Manchester side, but the tracks are continued outside 

the building at the opposite end. By means of a small steam engine and a traverser, a locomotive can 

here be passed from one track to another, and in this way an engine which is at the end of the 

building and is required for use can be taken from the shed without the removal of other engines 

which may be standing before it on the same line of rails. The turning of the engines will be effected 

by two turntables placed at convenient positions near the entrance to the shed. We are informed 

that the shed will find employment for 1,000 men. 

Both the important works just described have been constructed under the personal 

superintendence of Mr S Meek, the Company’s engineer; and of Mr C W Green, the Company’s 

architect. With Mr W J Holroyde as clerk of the works. Messrs Robert Neill & Sons, of this city, are 

the contractors. (Manchester Guardian, 27 December 1876) 

On Tuesday, 26th December 1876 at about 7.30pm fire destroyed a large shed, 150 feet by 90 feet, 

at Crumpsall Lane on the works  of the new railway of the L&YR. Belonging to the contractor, Mr 

Waller, equipment, including a stationary engine, brick making machine, estimated at £1,400 was 

damaged. (Middleton Albion, 30 December 1876) 
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1877 
January 

The LNW Company are to widen their line from Euxton Junction to Broughton, four miles north of 

Preston […] the work will be commenced forthwith, and will include the widening of the railway 

bridge over the Ribble. The widening of the line near Preston forms part of the scheme for the 

reconstruction of Preston station. The style and arrangement of this station have now been 

definitely settled. The tunnel which stood at the north end of the station has long been removed, 

and Fishergate is now carried over a widened line by a girder bridge. The main feature of the new 

station is to be an “island platform” 1,200 feet long and 100 feet wide. Down the centre of this 

platform will be a series of offices, commencing with the booking offices at the north end, and 

midway, waiting and refreshment rooms and the minor apartments. Goods traffic will be entirely 

excluded from the station, it being diverted at either end by an elaborate series of sidings on the 

west side of the line. As Preston is a “joint station”, and the L&Y Company bear a share of the cost 

of improvement, the East Lancashire side of the station is also being reconstructed, and will be 

connected with the LNW side by a series of inclined footways. (British Architect, 3 January 1877) 

On Thursday evening a train consisting chiefly of stone waggons, proceeded along the Bacup branch 

of the L&YR, which is but a single line, from Rawtenstall to Bacup, and on arriving at the Brandwood 

Siding at Stacksteads it stopped to leave a number of waggons at the siding. While the waggons were 

being shunted on to the siding twelve others and a guard’s van were left on the main line, and 

presently these ran down the line towards Newchurch, gradually increasing their speed until it 

attained a terrible rate. Happily the points were turned in time, and the waggons, instead of running 

into Newchurch passenger station, were directed on to the siding leading to the goods station. The 

result was that several of the waggons were smashed to pieces, a considerable portion of the 

warehouse was knocked down, and three horses were killed. The passenger train, which started 

from Salford at 6.50pm was at Newchurch station when the waggons emerged from the tunnel, and 

an alarm being raised, the passengers left the train, and ran in all directions for safety. Another goods 

train was also closely following the passenger train. The guard of the runaway portion of the goods 

train had left his van to assist in shunting the waggons on to the siding, and he states that before 

doing so he put on his break. (Manchester Evening News, Courier & Manchester Evening Mail, 6 

January 1877 

A collision occurred on the East Lancashire section of the L&YR on Thursday evening, 11th January 

1877. A passenger train from Salford to Bacup arrived within three or four hundred yards of Bolton 

Street station, Bury, when the driver saw an engine and four or five goods trucks on the same 

metals between himself and the station just below the high level junction communicating with the 

Yorkshire line. He at once turned down the steam, and the driver of the goods engine, which stood 

next to the passenger train, who appeared to see the danger about the same moment, started his 

engine, with a view of running the trucks out of the way. The passenger train, however, had got too 

near to avoid a collision, but the only damage to the rolling stock was the breaking of the buffer 

“shell” of the goods engine. On the passenger train arriving at the station, it was found that several 

passengers complained of shock, whilst one of them, Miss J Hall of Bury, was found to have been 

badly shaken, and likewise bruised about the head by being pitched from her seat against a passenger 

on the opposite seat. The driver of the passenger train asserts that the signal was “off”, indicating 

that the way was clear for him. It seems that the goods engine had brought the waggons from 

Buckley Wells siding, and the fact of it being about to start from there towards the station was 

signalled to the day pointsman, directly before he was relieved by the night pointsman. The latter 

says he saw nothing to indicate the presence of the engine and trucks on that part of the line. 

(Manchester Evening News, 13 January 1877) 

Report of an accident at Victoria station, Manchester, when a GWR train was being shunted into 

“Wall Siding”. (Manchester Evening News, 15 January 1877) 
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Yesterday afternoon, 15th January 1877, shortly after one o’clock, the engine of a coal train ran off 

the metals at some point near Rainford Junction station on the L&YR, and completely blocked both 

lines for several hours. The local traffic to and from Wigan and Rainford was worked by special 

stopping trains from Wigan, and the through traffic for Liverpool had to be worked round by 

Ormskirk, the trains running on the Southport line as far as Burscough Bridge, and afterwards on 

the Ormskirk branch. Although there was considerable interruption there was not that delay to the 

traffic which might have been expected from the nature of the accident. (Manchester Evening Mail,16 

January 1877) 

Tender of T Brassey, £4,593, recommended to be accepted for iron work of bridge over Long 

Millgate and the river Irk in connection with the Manchester Loop Line. (L&YR Minutes, 17 January 

1877) 

Early yesterday, Thursday, 18th January 1877, as a luggage train from Yorkshire was passing the 

Middleton Junction station on the L&YR, two trucks and a break van, by some means or other, left 

the rails. The train was brought to a stand as soon as possible, and as it was not proceeding at a very 

rapid rate this was soon accomplished. One line was blocked for four hours – from 2.30am to 

6.30am. Of course at such an important  junction as Middleton no impediment to the free passage of 

traffic could occur without occasioning considerable delay, and there was soon a number of trains 

waiting to pass. At that early hour the principal portion, if not the entire traffic, is goods traffic, 

which was worked as well as it could be on one line. By half past six o’clock both lines were clear 

and there was thereafter little or no delay in the passenger traffic either to or from Manchester.  

(Manchester Evening Mail, 18 January 1877; Courier, 19 January 1877) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the cast iron work for three bridges on the Hollinwood branch. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 January 1877) 

Report of an accident at Middleton Junction on 26th January 1877. (Manchester Evening Mail, 27 

January 1877) 

An accident occurred on Friday night, 26th January 1877 on the L&YR of a somewhat singular 

character, although the results are not very serious. As a goods train from Middleton to Over 

Darwen was on its career between Moston station and Middleton Junction, a heavy bale of Esparto 

grass fell off one of the waggons, and the immediate effect was to throw the waggon referred to off 

the line. The mischief, however, did not stop here, for other waggons followed suit, until at length 

fifteen waggons altogether were thrown off the track, and in this condition the train went on for a 

considerable distance. The down main line was blocked in consequence of the accident from ten 

o’clock on Friday night till half past two on Saturday morning. The traffic between Middleton 

Junction and Moston required for some time to be worked on a single line of rails. (Courier, 29 

January 1877) 

Locomotives “King” and “Queen”, formerly of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway have been sold to 

Thomas Stone, contractor, for £550. (L&YR Minutes, 31 January 1877) 

February 
Report of an accident at Bury on 31st January 1877. (Manchester Evening Mail, 1 February 1877) 

The prospectus is issued of the Bury and Tottington District Railway Company, which is about to 

apply to Parliament for power to construct a line from Bury to Tottington and Holcombe Brook. It 

is proposed that the line should commence by a junction with the East Lancashire line of the L&YR

near Chamber Hall, and pass through Woolfold. A double junction with the East Lancashire line at 

Bury to accommodate the northerly as well as the Manchester traffic has been surveyed and laid 

down on the parliamentary plans, and also two short branches to accommodate the traffic of 

Woolfold. It is stated that the district through which the line will pass is very populous, containing 
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numerous mills, manufactories, bleach works, print works, paper works, and an important wagon 

building establishment, and that the want of railway accommodation is increasingly felt, and it is 

believed that the construction of the proposed railway will materially develop and accommodate the 

trade of the district. The promoters do not anticipate any opposition, as the landowners and 

manufacturers on the line are understood to be generally favourable to the scheme. The capital is to 

be £50,000 in £20 shares. (Engineer, 2 February 1877, p.75) 

The L&YR invite tenders for certain work at Farnworth station. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 

1877) 

The North Union Railway invites tenders for widening the railway between Euxton and Preston. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 February 1877) 

A large number of railway employees assembled in the goods shed of the L&Y on Saturday, 3rd. 

February to hear an address from the Bishop of Manchester. (Courier, 5 February 1877) 

Mr Attock to report on the condition of the seven carriages taken over from the Blackpool and Lytham 

Railway. (L&YR Minutes, 7 February 1877) 

Yesterday afternoon, Monday, 12th February 1877, an accident occurred at the Accrington station on 

the L&YR by which several persons were injured more or less. The train leaving for Blackburn at 

1.05pm was pushed by a shunting engine up the steep gradient of the Manchester line, and the 

carriages should have been held by the brakes until another engine joined them to take them to 

Blackburn. The guard, however, was under the impression that the engine which had backed them 

up was taking them on to Blackburn, and he suffered the carriage to go down the incline as if the 

engine was with them. At the same time the engine was steaming up to join them, but the driver saw 

a mistake had been made and stopped his engine but before he could reverse the carriages had run 

into the tender. The shock was a violent one and all the passengers were more or less shaken […]. 

The L&YR are applying for powers to purchase property to extend the railway arches, but they 

show no new plan of the station, and the local board are considering whether to oppose them and 

insist upon a new station for this important junction. (Courier, 13 February 1877) 

Yesterday afternoon, 14th February 1877, an extra-ordinary meeting of the Accrington Local Board 

was held to consider what steps to take with reference to the bill of the L&YR for alterations at 

Accrington station. The company propose to widen the arches of the viaduct. Government 

Inspectors have frequently reported on railway accidents occurring at this station through defective 

arrangements of the lines, and an opinion prevails that the company ought to go in for a new station 

[…]. Attention was directed to a change in the bill by which the company abolish the charge for 

carrying timber, long stone, iron, etc., which require two waggons, the company purposing to fix 

their own terms for such articles. (Manchester Evening Mail, 15 February 1877) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a fork line, 35 chains long, at Burscough.

(Manchester Guardian, 20 February 1877) 

The L&Y directors report that the new carriage workshops at Newton Heath are expected to be 

opened in the course of a few months. (Courier, 20 February 1877) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 21st February 1877. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 February 1877) 

The tender of E Gabbett, £3,200, accepted for the construction of a bridge at Blundellsands, including 

iron work, masonry and approaches. (L&YR Minutes, 21 February 1877) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 21st February 1877. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 February 1877) 
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The L&YR meeting reported that there has been an increase of £3,664 in general expenses, rather 

more than £2,000 being for electric telegraph expenses. (Railway Times, 24 February 1877) 

Three of the Blackpool and Lytham Railway carriages are to be repaired and the other four to be 

broken up. Mr Attock suggests the use of pitch pine instead of teak or oak for the construction of 

wagons and carriages and for repairs. (L&YR Minutes, 28 February 1877) 

March 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Hoddlesden. (Manchester Guardian, 3 

March 1877) 

An accident occurred on the L&YR this morning, 3rd April 1877, at Salford. It appears that a cattle 

train had stopped at Windsor Bridge for the purpose of shunting, about seven o’clock, when a 

passenger train from Manchester came up at a rapid speed and dashed into the waggons. So violent 

was the collision that two of the waggons were completely wrecked, one of them being reduced to 

splinters, and the front of the passenger engine was also damaged considerably. Several of the 

passengers were severely shaken, one man received a scalp wound. It is said that the signals were 

against the passenger train. The line was blocked for a short time. (Manchester Evening Mail, 3 April 

1877) 

The tender of Scott & Edwards, £3,900, to be accepted for the north fork at Burscough. (L&YR

Minutes, 14 March 1877) 

Extract from Captain Tyler’s report for 1872 […]. The accident ranking next in the number of 

deaths was that in which four passengers were killed on 9th September 1872 at Agecroft sidings on 

the L&YR. A signalman, forgetting in that case, that an express passenger train was due, allowed a 

coal train to leave the sidings as it approached. The new signal arrangements with locking apparatus 

and telegraph instruments, by which such an accident would have been prevented, were being 

supplied, but had not been completed. Objections to the block system are alluded to in Captain 

Tyler’s report […] and there is no doubt that these objections have some foundation in fact. For 

example, it is said that engine drivers are less careful when the safety of the line is guaranteed to 

them by signal […]. While we recognise the fact that the absolute block system is not a certain 

safeguard against accidents of the kind it is designed to prevent, we are decidedly of the opinion that 

the objections urged against it are wholly insufficient to justify the remiss of those railway companies 

which neglect it in working their passenger traffic. (Railway Times, 17 March 1877) 

The L&YR Company’s proceedings showed that whilst during the past half year there was a falling off 

in the receipts from passenger traffic there was an increase from merchandise and minerals. The 

sum of £834,839 had been spent during the half year on existing lines and new works. Amongst 

other works which the company are constructing are the new docks at Fleetwood, which are almost 

completed, and are expected to be ready for opening early in summer. (The Builder, 24 March 1877) 

The tender of J Roberts, £8,824-6s-6d, recommended to be accepted for the extension of warehouse at 

Halliwell, also that of Dransfield & Co. £8,600, for extension of sheds at North Docks. (L&YR

Minutes, 28 March 1877) 

It is reported that the construction of the West Lancashire line is proceeding satisfactorily. The 

directors have every reason to believe that the first section of the line from Hesketh Park to 

Hesketh Bank will be ready and open for traffic by the first of July next, 1877, and they have 

consequently ordered all the necessary rolling stock for working that portion of the line, which is to 

be delivered to the company on or before that date. The engine are being constructed by Sharp 

Stewart & Co., Manchester; and the carriages by Ashbury Carriage Co., Manchester. (Engineer, 30 

March 1877, p.217) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for alterations to the buildings at Wakefield station; for the erection of a 

goods shed at Thornhill station. (Manchester Guardian, 31 March 1877) 

April 
Report of the death of C E Cawley, MP. Formerly engineer under T L Gooch and R Stephenson for 

the Manchester and Leeds Railway, later engineer to the Manchester, Bury and Rossendale Railway 

Clifton viaduct in wood, and still standing at this date. (Manchester Guardian, 3 April 1877) 

[…] about half a mile towards Pendleton from Salford is a junction of goods lines with the main line; 

it is protected by home and distant signals worked from a raised cabin close to the junction with 

signals and points interlocked. The cabin is called Salford Engine Shed. The down distant signal is 

530 yards from the cabin and the home signal 37 yards. The points to the goods yard are about 16 

yards to the west of the junction […] (Accident report, 3 April 1877) 

Plans and description of the new bridge over the river Irwell at Irwell Street, Salford, financed 

partially by the L&YR. (Engineer, 6 April 1877, p.232/3, 236) 

We have to record the death of Charles E Cawley at the age of 65, at his residence, Higher 

Broughton, Manchester […]. He was resident engineer of the Manchester, Bury and Rossendale 

Railway and subsequently to various extensions of that line, now known as the East Lancashire 

Railway. (Engineering, 6 April 1877, p.266) 

Report of the Parliamentary Select Committee hearing of the bill for the Bury and Tottington 

District Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 12 April 1877) 

Value of new and additional rolling stock acquired by the L&YR in 1876. Engines and tenders, 

£11,778, carriages, etc. £941, wagons, etc. £3,565, sundries, £5,214, total, £53,584. (Engineering, 13 

April 1877, p.290) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the goods warehouse at Hebden Bridge; and for the 

erection of new stables at Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 14 April 1877) 

The tender of G & W Thickett, £3,204 10 0d, recommended to be accepted for a shipping shed at 

Thornhill. (L&YR Minutes, 25 April 1877) 

May 
An accident, causing immense destruction of plant and much damage to the permanent way, 

happened soon after six o’clock on Saturday morning, 28th April 1877, on the Wigan and Southport 

branch of the L&YR. A special goods train, consisting of between thirty and forty waggons, laden 

with merchandise, had just passed Newburgh station on its way to Southport, when one of the axles 

snapped in two, and in a short space of time the line presented a woe-be-gone appearance. The 

broken waggon, which was in the front portion of the train, appears to have gone off the metals, and 

then pulled off about twelve other waggons, all of which were almost entirely destroyed. The tracks 

were piled one on another, whilst some were tilted together, and then thrown off the way into an 

adjoining field. The line was covered with splinters, broken axles and wheels, and smashed waggons, 

and the goods scattered everywhere. The permanent way was ploughed for a considerable distance, 

in some places the earth being raised in mounds of two and three feet high, and the metals were 

twisted and torn up. Both lines were blocked, and it was not until yesterday that they were cleared. 

The train was proceeding at a good speed when the accident occurred, and this no doubt accounts 

for the extra-ordinary amount of damage which followed…The traffic for some time was carried on 

by the passengers exchanging trains at Newburgh, which is about half way between Wigan and 

Southport. (Manchester Evening Mail, 7 May 1877) 
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The Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians heard a long report from the New Workhouse and 

Infirmary Building Committee this date. It was reported that the amount which had been expended 

upon the new infirmary had so far been derived from the first two instalments of the purchase 

money of the workhouse property in New Bridge Street, sold to the L&YR amounting altogether to 

£50,000…Although there is another instalment of £45,000 still to be received it would not fall due 

until the Manchester Guardians had given the railway company possession of the property. 

(Manchester Evening News, 10 May 1877) 

Table of L&YR locomotive expenditure for the year ending 31st December 1876. (Engineering, 11 

May 1877, p.367) 

The L&YR invite tenders for raising the walls and for the roofing of the warehouse at Blackburn. 

(Manchester Guardian, 12 May 1877) 

William Bentham fined 10s for having on 12th April 1877 travelled in a first class carriage with a 

second class contract ticket from Stacksteads to Bacup, a distance of one mile. The magistrate, who 

heard the case acquitted the defendant of any intention to defraud the L&YR Company, and said it 

was clear from the evidence that the witnesses for the prosecution had been on the look-out for a 

case against the defendant – Mr Crossland, of Bury, who appeared for the company, said it was the 

duty of the servants of the company to watch cases of the sort; and, indeed, they had men specially 

engaged to do it. – Mr Maden, who presided on the bench, said he would just give an instance of 

how their people behaved. Some time ago he and a brother magistrate were going to Manchester, 

and they asked at Bacup station for first class tickets, but were told there were none, and they were 

advised to take second class tickets and to pay the difference in the fare at the far end. They did so, 

and when they got to Bury station one of the inspectors went to them and most grossly insulted 

them. In fact he delayed the train for a considerable time, and it was  rumoured amongst the 

passengers that two Bacup magistrates had been caught defrauding the railway company. They felt so 

grossly insulted that they went to the headquarters to complain, and they were promised that the 

matter should be inquired into and remedied; but the man was returned in the company’s service, 

though he (Mr Maden) could not say from his own experience he was carrying on in the same way, 

and they had never heard a word of an apology for his conduct. For several weeks they were 

without first class tickets at Bacup station, and on a subsequent occasion, when he travelled with 

two ladies, he was again advised to take second class tickets and to pay the difference, but he 

preferred to travel without any tickets at all and risk it. – Mr Crossland said he had had to put up 

with difficulties of the sort himself, and had begun to look upon them as one of the annoyances of 

life. He would report to the directors the observations the magistrates had made. (Manchester 

Evening Mail, 17 May 1877) 

[…] (At Low Moor) cabin C is 100 yards east of the platform; cabin D is 500 yards east of cabin C. 

Cabin A is at the junction. (Accident report, 23 May 1877) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held this date to consider the bill for the Bury and Tottington 

Railway. (Manchester Evening News, 30 May 1877) 

June 
The new dock at Fleetwood, formed for the L&YR Company, is now near completion. It is 1,000 

feet in length, 400 feet wide, and comprises an area of ten acres. The depth is 34 feet 9 inches and 

the walls 14 feet thick at the base, gradually diminishing to 5 feet, the width of the coping. At the 

south end is an outlet communicating with a timber pond of 15 acres. The total length of wharfage 

on the dock will be 2,600 feet and on the west side extensive warehouse accommodation is 

provided, consisting of three blocks, each 320 feet long and 60 feet wide. Two lines of railway will 

encircle the dock, and be extended to the back of the warehouses, and connected with the main 

line. The length of these lines, with their sidings, will be eight miles. The lock connecting the dock 
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with the estuary of the Wyre is 250 feet in length and 50 feet wide. The ordinary level of the spring 

tides will give a depth of 24 feet on the dock sills, but as the tides frequently rise to 30 feet the 

depth will sometimes be as much as 26 feet on the sills. There are now about 400 men employed on 

the works, and about £600 per week is paid in wages. Everything is to be in readiness for admission 

of water into the dock on the 14th instant. The construction of the dock has taken four years. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 June 1877) (This article was published in British Architect, 8th June 1877) 

The new dock at Fleetwood, formed for the L&YR Company, is now near completion. It is 1,000 

feet in length, 400 feet wide, and comprises an area of ten acres. The depth is 34 feet 9 inches and 

the walls 14 feet thick at the base, gradually diminishing to 5 feet, the width of the coping. At the 

south end is an outlet communicating with a timber pond of 15 acres. Railway sidings and extensive 

warehouse accommodation is provided, and everything is expected to be in readiness for admission 

of water into the dock during the present month. The entrance lock is 50 feet wide, and there will 

be a depth of 24 feet on the sills at ordinary spring tides. (Engineering, 8 June 1877, p.442) 

The Padiham and Harwood loop line, nine miles in extent, and which has taken seven years to 

complete, was opened throughout on Friday, 1st June 1877 for goods traffic. So far passenger traffic 

is only conducted to Padiham, and goods trains will be run a short before passenger traffic 

commences to Great Harwood. In the construction of the line many landslips have occurred, and it 

has been a very expensive affair. The first contractor failed through the undertaking. The line will be 

used extensively for through goods trains from Liverpool to Yorkshire. (British Architect, 8 June 

1877) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a wooden shed at Royton. (Manchester Guardian, 9 June 

1877) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a stone viaduct at Denby Dale. (Manchester Guardian, 13 

June 1877) 

The port of Fleetwood is about to be placed in a much more favourable position for both foreign 

and coastwise shipping than it has hitherto enjoyed. Although vessels of the largest burthen can 

enter the harbour, -- the channel at Fleetwood being deeper than that of the Mersey at Liverpool, -- 

the shipping trade between foreign ports and Fleetwood has, up to the present time, been of a 

limited character owing to the want of dock accommodation. This has, at length, been supplied by 

the L&YR Company, who in conjunction with the LNWR Company, are the lessees of the railway 

between Preston and Fleetwood. During the last four years the L&Y Company have been engaged in 

constructing a new dock and warehouses at Fleetwood, and the works have just been finished, 

water having been admitted into the dock within the last few days, and it is expected that it will be 

opened for general shipping purposes about the close of the present month. The dock is 1,000 feet 

in length, and 400 feet in width, and contains a water area of ten acres in extent. The dock is 34 feet 

9 inches in depth, and the walls are of great strength, being 14 feet in thickness at the base, gradually 

diminishing to five feet, which is the width of the coping. At the south end there is an outlet 

communicating with a timber pond, 15 acres in extent. The wharfage in connection with the dock is 

very extensive, being 2,600 feet in length, and on the west side of the dock large warehouses in 

three blocks have been erected, each block being 320 feet long and 60 feet wide. Double lines of 

railway encircle the dock, which are likewise extended to the back of the warehouses, and 

connected with the main line from Fleetwood to Preston and the principal towns in L&Y. The entire 

length of these several lines of railway, with their sidings, around the dock, is upwards of eight miles. 

There is also a lock, 250 feet in length and 60 feet in width, connecting the dock with the estuary of 

the river Wyre. The ordinary water level of the spring tides will give a depth of 24 feet on the lock 

sills; but, as the tides frequently rise to 30 feet, the depth will be sometimes as much as 26 feet on 

the sills. About 400 artisans have been employed during the progress of the works, which will cost 

upwards of £200,000. It is fully expected that the opening of this new dock will be followed by the 
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establishment of an important shipping trade between Fleetwood and the American and Canadian 

ports, and that cotton and timber for the manufacturing districts will be largely imported from 

America via Fleetwood. (The Builder, 14 June 1877) 

[…] (At Southport) up to 19th June the levers working the points and signals had been concentrated 

and interlocked in a raised junction cabin A but on that morning the cabin was destroyed by fire. As a 

consequence the points and signals had to be worked from the ground. (Accident report, 21 June 

1877) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations; 1. Ashton, Ardwick and Beswick branches; 2. 

Bradford, Low Moor and Dewsbury; 3. Knottingley station; 4. Askern branch; 5. Wakefield station; 6. 

Huddersfield and Penistone line and branches; 7. Bury and Bacup to Accrington; 8. Bamber Bridge 

Junction to Gannow Junction; 9. Bolton to Euxton Junction; 10. Exchange station, Liverpool; 11. 

Southport station; 12. Preston to Ormskirk. (Manchester Guardian, 23 June 1877) 

The tender of E Taylor, £4,500, to be accepted for additions to goods warehouse at Royton. (L&YR

Minutes, 27 June 1877) 

The CLC Railway between Manchester and Liverpool opened on Tuesday, 26th June 1877 from a 

temporary station in Windmill Street, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 27 June 1877) 

During the whole of the present week water has been admitted into the new dock at Fleetwood, 

and it is expected that it will be filled at the beginning of next week. It has an area of ten acres, and 

has been constructed by the L&YR Company, in the hope that it will largely tend to develop trade at 

that port, especially in timber and cotton, and produce of all kinds from Ireland. Sir John Hawkshaw 

is the engineer, and the contractors are Messrs Aird and Sons, London, who have  had men at work 

upon it continuously for four years. Connected with the dock is a timber pond of 15 acres, from 

which a cross wall permits the removal of wood at any state of water. This pond is served by means 

of two steam cranes on trucks running on rails connected with the main line of railway. The height 

of the walls is 34 feet 6 inches from the bottom of the dock and the lock is 50 feet wide and 250 

feet long, but by opening both gates a ship of any length may be admitted, if her beam do not exceed 

50 feet. Messrs Easton and Anderson, of London, are the makers of the dock gates, which are of 

iron, and have two skins or casings. Ample wharfage has been secured, and there have been erected 

three sheds, each 320 feet long and 60 feet wide, with two lines of rails in front and two in the rear, 

all being connected with the main line. Offices for the harbour master, customs, etc., are in course 

of erection. But the most important work yet remaining is the construction of a channel from the 

outer lock gates, progress in which can only be made during low water. However, it is expected that 

everything will be in readiness for the reception of ships at the end of August, and the event of the 

first vessel’s entrance is to be marked by a public demonstration. (Manchester Evening Mail, 30 June 

1877) 

July 
The L&Y and LNW railways announce a reduction in fares between Manchester and Liverpool on 

and after Monday, 9th July 1877. (Manchester Guardian, 6 July 1877) 

[…] (At Victoria) the bay platforms are used indifferently for arriving and departing trains, each bay 

has its own arriving and departing signals properly interlocked with the points and with each other 

and worked from No. 1 cabin at the entrance to the station. Trains leaving the bays whistle to start and 

there is a starting bell rung from the platform. (Accident report, 7 July 1877) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the erection of a footbridge at Faggy Lane, Wigan; for the erection of 

a passenger and goods station at Ripponden; for the iron work for seven bridges on the Hollinwood 

branch. (Manchester Guardian, 14 July 1877) 
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The wooden bridge crossing the river Irk which forms a passage to the Victoria station from 

Corporation Street for the convenience of passengers by the L&YR has, for the present been closed, 

on account of its unsafe condition. (Manchester Guardian, 18 July 1877; British Architect, 20 July 

1877) 

August 
Short report of an accident at Harrison’s level crossing, Blackburn. The subject of litigation between 

the L&YR and Blackburn Town Council. (Manchester Evening News, 7 August 1877) 

The tender of Naylor Bros. £27,650, accepted for Denby Dale new viaduct. (L&YR Minutes, 8 August 

1877) 

Table of maintenance of L&Y railway rolling stock to 31st December 1876. (Engineering, 10 August 

1877, p.114) 

Report of an accident at Heywood on Monday 13th August 1877 when a passenger train ran into a 

goods train. (Courier, 14 August 1877) 

Yesterday afternoon at three minutes past two o’clock an accident of a serious nature occurred 

between Heywood railway station and Green Lane signal box by a passenger train running into a 

goods train…Yesterday there was a heavily loaded luggage train standing on the down line which it 

was necessary to shunt into a siding before the passenger which was due could run into the station. 

The signals were up against the driver of the passenger train, but he continued to run on, and just as 

the luggage train began to back it was run into with a tremendous crash. The passenger train was 

slightly damaged but not so the passengers and seventeen of them were injured…A breakdown gang 

from Miles Platting were soon on the scene and after two hours hard work they succeeded in 

clearing the down line. (Manchester Evening Mail, 14 August 1877) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stables at Werneth, Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

August 1877) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 22nd August 1877. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 August 1877) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 22nd August 1877. (Manchester 

Evening News, Manchester Evening Mail, 22 August 1877; Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1877) 

The L&YR meeting reports that in maintenance of ways there had been an excess of cost over the 

corresponding half of last year of £6,558 […] due to considerable expenditure in maintaining the 

numerous signals and cabins rendered necessary by the working of the block system and interlocking 

of signals […]. The traffic expenses showed a saving of £2,753 being in wages, notwithstanding the 

fact of a large increase in the number of signalmen necessarily employed in working the block 

system. (Railway Times, 25 August 1877) 

A collision between a passenger train, from Manchester to Colne, and a goods train, from Patricroft 

to Rawtenstall, occurred on the East Lancashire Railway on Monday afternoon. The goods train was 

shunting into Olive’s Siding, near Summerseat, when the passenger train came up, and a collision 

took place. The goods train was struck midway, and two of the waggons pitched off the metals and 

smashed […]. The engine and first carriage of the passenger train were damaged […]. Traffic was 

conducted on a single line for four hours afterwards. (Manchester Evening Mail, 29 August 1877) 

September 
Report of an accident which had taken place on 7th August 1877 at Victoria station. A Victoria to 

Rochdale train was leaving No.5 bay and a Rochdale to Victoria train was entering No.4 bay, the 

collision occurring thirty yards outside the starting signal from No.5 bay […] the signal was lowered 
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to admit the incoming train to No.4 bay and the interlocking prevented the two signals from being 

lowered at the same time. It is quite possible that the starting signal may have been lowered a short 

time previously to the train departing, as declared both by the driver and fireman, and this is the 

more probable as the train register clearly shows that in the majority of instances the incoming train 

is late and the outgoing train starts before its arrival […]. It is much to be regretted that only one of 

the five bays at Victoria station can be entered without blocking the road out of the other four. 

(Manchester Evening Mail, 8 September 1877) 

In a report of a collision which occurred on Friday, 22nd June 1877 at Wellfield Road junction, 

Preston, on the Preston and Wyre Railway the inspector states that the accident occurred in 

consequence of the injudicious speed in which the driver of a special train approached and passed 

the distant signal, which was at danger. It is, he adds, most essential that additional siding 

accommodation should be provided at the junction, and that the exchange of goods traffic should 

not have to take place on the main line. (Manchester Guardian, 8 September 1877) 

The works for the extension of the Exchange station, Bradford, which are on a comprehensive and 

elaborate scale, have been commenced by the pulling down of the cottages, mills, and other 

property that will have to be razed for the construction of the station. The narrow outlet by which 

all the passenger trains of the L&Y, the GN, and L&NW, have to pass in and out from the Exchange 

station, is to be widened, and the tunnel entirely dispensed with by the extension operations. An 

entirely new goods station will be formed on the land south of Bridge Street, and various other 

changes made to relieve the present overburdened passenger and goods station. These 

improvements have been required for many years, and the companies have not moved until they 

were compelled, by the great expansion of their traffic, to take some steps to bring about a change 

for the better. They have now, however, fairly grappled with the difficulty, and have secured 

possession of a large quantity of valuable property, the tenants in which can be got out at very short 

notice. The GN Company propose to spend a large sum in improving Laisterdyke station, and 

between that place and Bradford the company have made and are making other improvements, 

particularly at the Adolphus Street goods station, which has been entirely remodelled. (Engineer, 14 

September 1877, p.187) 

In consequence of the impending Swinton and Knottingley Railway, at Pontefract station, in 

contemplation of the extra service of trains, when a junction is formed with the Swinton and 

Knottingley, and the Leeds, Castleford, and Pontefract Junction Railway, the L&Y Company are, it is 

understood, about to enlarge the present inconvenient platform north of the station, and to cover 

over portions of the platform on either side, and erect suitable waiting rooms. At Tanshelf station 

equally important alterations are about to be made […]. The station to be erected on the Swinton 

and Knottingley line near Baghill will cover an area of 120 feet by 52 feet. (Engineer, 14 September 

1877, p.187) 

The L&YR and the LNWR joint committee invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at 

Leyland. (Manchester Guardian, 19 September 1877) 

Extensive alterations and improvements are about to be effected at the Exchange station, Bradford, 

and preliminary operations have already been commenced. The present narrow tunnel is to be 

entirely dispensed with by pulling down numerous lots of property, and the passenger station will be 

greatly extended. An entirely new goods depot will be formed near Bridge Street. The GN has 

already remodelled its Adolphus Street goods depot, and is spending large sums pf money in 

improving the line between Bradford and Laisterdyke, as also in altering the station at the latter 

place. (Engineering, 21 September 1877, p.228) 

The L&Y Company’s report showed that £676,050 had been expended on new works during the 

half year, and that traffic receipts amounted to £1,738,371, as against £1,721,271 during the 

corresponding half year of 1876. The chairman stated that the new dock and timber pond at 
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Fleetwood, which is to be opened this month, is excellently adapted for accommodating ships, and 

that the timber accommodation in the large pond was extensive and convenient. Several firms of 

good position had already applied for timber accommodation and other traffic. (The Builder, 22 

September 1877) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 22 

September 1877) 

Fleetwood dock to be opened on Monday, 8th October 1877. (L&YR Minutes, 26 September 1877) 

October 
Long report describing the Fleetwood docks and the passenger shipping to Belfast and the growth of 

the port. (Manchester Guardian, 8 October 1877) 

Report of the opening ceremony of the Fleetwood dock on Monday, 8th October 1877. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 October 1877) 

Tender of J Wilson, £6,720, recommended to be accepted for the new engine shed at Wigan. (L&YR

Minutes, 10 October 1877) 

Report of Manchester Corporation Gas Undertaking states that the Rochdale Road gas works had 

been opened some years before 1844. About fifty wagons per day of cannel coal crosses from the 

Oldham Road goods yard over the Rochdale Road to the gas works. (Manchester Guardian, 10 

October 1877) 

The new dock at Fleetwood was opened on Monday, 8th October 1877. At cost of £300,000 they 

cover an area of 65 acres with quays, the dock itself being 1,000 feet by 400 feet. A channel has been 

opened out for 2,300 feet to the lock which is 250 feet by 50 feet. The double cased lock gates 

weigh 120 tons each. Beyond the dock is a timber pond 15 acres in extent, in which is never less 

than two feet of water. There were great celebrations in the town to mark the opening […]. The 

town was decorated with a profusion of flags, and the shipping and steamers in the dock were gay 

with bunting. At noon the timber laden ship, Armstrong, was towed into the dock by a steamer, 

amidst cheers and a salute from guns. The chairman of the L&Y Company declared the dock, 

henceforth to be called the “Wyre Dock”, open to the commerce of the world.  (Engineer, 12 

October 1877, p.261) 

On Monday last, 8th October 1877 the new docks at Fleetwood, which have been constructed by 

Messrs Aird & Sons for the L&YR Company, were opened. Fleetwood possesses as a port one of 

the safest anchorages for shipping on a coast very subject to rough weather, Sir John Hawkshaw, the 

engineer to the company, selected a point from which a deep channel required to be made to lead 

into the basin. The length of the channel, which is cut in sand, is 2,300 feet, and it will, when the 

dredging operations are complete, have a depth of about 26 feet at spring tides. The dock is entered 

through two pairs of water tight gates, each of which is hollow, has double castings, and weighs 120 

tons, The lock itself is 50 feet wide, and the stone sill against which the gates shut are about three 

feet higher than the bottom of the channel through which the entrance is approached. The quays 

enclose a sheet of water, 1,000 feet long and 400 feet wide resting on a bottom of puddle clay, 

which has been carefully laid to a depth of one foot. The depth of the basin of from the coping is 33 

feet, and as this will give an average depth of water of from about 22 feet to 28 feet vessels of a very 

large size can be accommodated without difficulty. Everything about the dock is finished in a most 

complete manner. Above the dock, and joined to it by a passage also about 50 feet wide, is a timber 

pond, 15 acres in extent. The cost to the L&YR Company of these works and other works which 

are in prospect will probably amount to about £300,000. (British Architect, 12 October 1877) 
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The L&YR announce the opening of the North Lancashire Loop Line completely on Monday, 15th

October 1877, and the Astley Bridge branch railway for passenger and goods traffic on the same 

day. (Manchester Guardian, 13 October 1877) 

About a quarter past one o’clock on Saturday afternoon on 13th October 1877 a collision occurred 

between a passenger train and a number of empty carriages at the Newtown sidings, which are 

situated on the Yorkshire line, some 800 yards beyond the Victoria station. At this point there are 

pieced together during the day a large number of passenger trains, which as they are severally 

wanted, are set in motion and allowed to progress without the aid of an engine, along the decline 

into the station. Usually a shunter is in charge in front and at the rear, ready to apply the brake 

when necessary. Immediately on leaving the sidings these trains have to cross the main line leading 

out of the station and proceed along the up line, so that for a time the latter is blocked. On Saturday 

the 1.15pm passenger train from Victoria station to Rochdale came into collision with a body of 

these empty carriages as they were emerging from the siding. The front van and adjoining second 

class carriage of the empty train were completely wrecked, and the shunter only saved his life by 

leaping from the van […]. The engine of the Rochdale train was not damaged, nor was the driver 

injured […]. A breakdown gang was set to work, and the line was cleared; but there was a delay of 

about two hours in the traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 15 October 1877) 

On Saturday afternoon an accident occurred about half a mile from Victoria station to the 1.30pm 

train from Manchester to Blackpool. The train was being taken out of the siding prior to 

commencing the journey to Blackpool and had to cross the down line to get on the main up line to 

enter the station. Soon after the train commenced to move the 1.15pm train from Manchester to 

Rochdale was observed approaching on the down line. There being no engine attached to the 

Blackpool train which was running down the incline a collision seemed inevitable, and the shunter in 

charge jumped out of the brake van. Immediately the engine of the Rochdale train dashed against the 

two foremost vehicles, a brake van and a second class carriage of the Blackpool train. The line was 

blocked for a short time. The Rochdale train returned to Victoria station. (Manchester Evening Mail, 

15 October 1877) 

Tender of R Brownley, £6,861 05 0d, to be accepted for the new engine shed at Wigan instead of Mr 

Wilson. (L&YR Minutes, 17 October 1877) 

Long report on the L&YR extensions; the Manchester Loop Line; the Manchester and Oldham line; 

and the Manchester and Radcliffe line. (Courier, 18 October 1877) 

The Manchester-Radcliffe railway was commenced some months ago, and when finished will be 

about nine miles in length. This line forms a juncture (sic) with the new loop line about three 

quarters of a mile from Manchester. It then passes underneath Queen’s Road, where a bridge has 

been erected, and about a mile from Manchester crosses over Woodlands Road. Over this road a 

bridge, with girders 116 feet long, has been erected. From this point the line proceeds through 

Crumpsall to Heaton Park. The level of the park is considerably above that of the intended railway, 

consequently a tunnel will be made, and thus avoid interfering with the existing appearance of the 

park. At the present time the line as far as the park is almost finished. After leaving the park the 

railway will pass through Rooden Lane, Prestwich, Besses-o’-th’-Barn, and Whitefield, and along its 

course will cross the Bury Old and New Roads. Before reaching Radcliffe the railway will pass over 

the river Irwell. There will be a viaduct, consisting of thirteen arches, over the river, and the line will 

be 70 feet above the level of the water. At Springfield Lane, Radcliffe, the railway will branch in two 

directions. One of the branches will proceed to and join the Bury and Bolton line at Bradley Fold, 

and the other the Bury and Radcliffe line, a short distance from the Radcliffe Bridge station. Much 

difficulty has been experienced in cutting the line, the foundations throughout being almost all 

quicksand. At Crumpsall and Whitefield the excavations have had to cut through from 40 to 50 feet 

of sand. It is proposed to erect stations at the following places:- Crumpsall, Middleton Road, Rooden 
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Lane, Prestwich, Whitefield and Springfield Lane, Radcliffe. There are about 1,400 men employed at 

the works, and they are assisted by about 50 horses and eight locomotive engines. It is expected 

that the entire line will be finished in about 18 months. The work is being executed by T J Waller, 

contractor, Manchester, under the supervision of Mr Nicholls, resident engineer. 

The loop line from Manchester to Newton Heath to which the line mentioned above will be joined, 

will be about 2¼ miles in length. This railway will be what is technically known as a “double” line, 

there being two sets of metals for passenger and two sets for goods traffic. It commences about 150 

yards east of Victoria station, crosses the river Irk on an impressive brick viaduct, and from thence 

proceeds for about a quarter mile to Cheetham Hill, where it is joined by the new Radcliffe line 

mentioned above. Further on the line is carried along a deep embankment to Smedley Lane, where 

there is a viaduct over the river Irwell (sic) of 200 yards long and 57 feet above the river. The line 

then passes under Weber Street and Rochdale Road. The tunnel at those places will be over 250 

yards long. From this tunnel the line proceeds to Queen’s Road, Dickins Street and Monsall Street 

to Thorp’s Bridge, Newton Heath, where, opposite to the juncture of the new Oldham line, it joins 

the main line. The line is almost finished, and it is proposed to open it for traffic at the end of the 

present or the commencement of next week. (Courier, 18 October 1877) 

The L&YR Company are making important railway extensions in East Lancashire. On Monday,15th. 

October 1877 a new line from Rose Grove to Padiham and Blackburn was opened for passenger 

traffic. The line has been inspected be Major-General Hutchinson, who was satisfied with the general 

arrangements, and who has favourably reported to the Board of trade. The bridges were tested by a 

couple of heavy engines, weighing over 40 tons each. The new stations are well built, and 

convenient.  

The want of a new route between Blackburn and Yorkshire has been felt for many years, and a 

proposition was submitted to the L&Y directorate to open out a railway between Chatburn, the 

present terminus of a railway service running from Blackburn through Whalley, Clitheroe, and 

Hellifield. The company, seeing the advantage of such a line, resolved upon the extension, which is at 

the present time being vigorously proceeded with. The line is being cut from Chatburn to Hellifield, 

where a junction will be effected with the Midland line. Originally it was proposed to run the line to 

Settle, and there effect the junction, but, for several reasons, Hellifield was fixed upon as the point 

where the L&Y lines should converge into the new MR. The extension will, when it is finished, be 

about twelve miles in length. The greatest engineering difficulty has been experienced at Stockbeck, 

a very pretty spot on the route, and a massive and extensive viaduct is in course of construction, 

rising 90 feet above the level of the river bed. A well-constructed station has been built at Chatburn, 

where there will also be a locomotive works, and at which place the company have purchased fifteen 

acres of land on which to erect buildings. Cutting is being rapidly proceeded with; the metals have 

been laid for a few miles, and in the course of two months part of the line will be opened for traffic. 

It is confidently expected that the whole work will be completed and the lines opened to traffic at 

the latter end of next year. The new line passes through extensive grazing districts and will be very 

convenient for the transit of livestock. Mr T J Waller is the contractor, and Mr Snowden the 

engineer. At Gisburn a large station is to be built, and a large section of twenty acres of land 

purchased will be taken up for sidings. (Engineer, 19 October 1877, p.275) 

Work on the new workhouse at Crumpsall is proceeding slowly due mainly to the strike of joiners 

and carpenters since early summer. It is not expected that the seven buildings will be ready for 

occupation before Easter 1878 and then a further six months before they can be brought into use. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 October 1877) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of station buildings and warehouses at Clayton West and 

Skelmanthorpe. (Manchester Guardian, 24 October 1877) 
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November 
In a short time Preston will be able to boast of possessing one of the largest and magnificent railway 

stations in England, instead of the inadequate and inconvenient station which for several years past 

has had to serve for the enormous traffic, on the one hand, passing through the town between 

north and south, and on the other hand, between the densely populated districts of Yorkshire on 

the east and Lancashire on the west. It is estimated that no fewer than 600 passenger trains per day 

arrive at and depart from the Preston station, on their way to the north, south, east and west 

respectively, and Preston being almost precisely midway between London and Edinburgh and 

Glasgow, it has now come to be regarded as the most important through station on the LNW 

system, Rugby, Crewe, and other well-known stations not excepted.  

For this immense traffic the LNW and L&Y Companies, who are the joint owners of the station, 

have at length been compelled to provide increased accommodation on a gigantic scale, the large 

works in connection with which are now proceeding. It may be stated that the railway, on its course 

northwards, passes under Fishergate, the principal thoroughfare of the town, which is carried across 

the line by a lofty bridge, erected recently in place of a dark tunnel, and the site of the station works 

now in progress extends to the south and the north sides of this bridge. The station buildings 

consist of several distinct blocks, one of these containing, on the ground floor, the booking offices 

and parcel delivery offices, situated on each side of a large central hall. The upper floors of this block 

contain the offices of the managers, and others of the principal servants of the company’s, together 

with subordinate clerks’ offices. The street elevation of this block facing Fishergate, is in the Italian 

style of architecture, the lower portion being in Longridge stone, from the celebrated quarries near 

Preston, the upper stories being in buff bricks, with Longridge stone dressings. Another block, 163 

feet in length, and 35 feet in width, contains waiting rooms, together with station master’s and 

inspectors’ offices, lavatories, etc. This block is in immediate contiguity to the platforms. A third 

block, 200 feet long, and 35 feet wide, containing large dining and refreshment rooms, the dining 

room being 64 feet long and 32 feet wide, and very lofty, its height from floor to ceiling being 25 

feet. The mural and other decorations of this apartment are intended to be very artistic. The two 

refreshment rooms in this block are also very spacious, the first class room being 52 feet long and 

32 feet wide, and the second class 30 feet square. The kitchens and general culinary department in 

connection with the apartments in this block will be in the basement. In a continuation line with 

several buildings already named, a fourth block, 125 feet long, and 35 feet wide, will contain extra 

booking offices, waiting rooms, and telegraphic offices.  

The roof of the station will be one of its principal features, being of exceptionally large dimensions 

covering nearly the whole of the platforms and buildings, which occupy a ground area of more than 

five acres in extent. The roof will be in four spans, and in its broadest part will be 200 feet in width, 

with a length of 1,000 feet. It will be constructed chiefly of ornamental wrought iron, supported on 

several ranges of cast iron columns. The dimensions and general arrangement of the several 

platforms will form one of the most striking features in this immense structure. These will consist of 

a main platform, no less than 1,260 feet, or nearly a quarter of a mile, in length, and 122 feet broad 

at its widest part, decreasing gradually to a width of 48 feet at each end. Immediately attached to this 

platform will be the booking offices, dining and refreshment rooms and lavatories; and in front of 

these buildings will be another platform, running parallel with the main platform; and between these 

again an intermediate platform, especially for the traffic of the East Lancashire section of the L&Y 

Company. The two last named platforms, will be 620 feet in length, the intermediate platform being 

28 feet in width, and the other 17 feet wide, the three several platforms covering an area of 126,000 

superficial feet. The main approach to the station is carried on an incline, on brick piers and arches, 

and at the lower end of the approach there will be a covered cab stand where passengers will alight 

in front of the booking office. Underground passages, lined with glazed bricks, lead from one 

platform to another. The contractors for the buildings and works are Messrs Tullis of Preston and 

the estimated cost is nearly a quarter of a million sterling. (The Builder, 3 November 1877) 
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Tender of F Beckett, £1,948-19-0d, recommended to be accepted for a bridge at Royton.  

Old engine No.147 sold to the contractor, Mr Evans, for £300. (L&YR Minutes, 7 November 1877) 

The new station which the L&Y and LNW companies are now constructing at Preston, in order to 

accommodate the enormous amount of traffic now passing through that town, will, when completed, 

be one of the largest through stations in the kingdom, covering an area of between six and seven 

acres in extent. The main feature of the undertaking is one large central platform. 1,260 feet in 

length and 122 feet in breadth at its widest part, tapering to a width of 48 feet at each end. On this 

platform will be the principal booking offices, refreshment rooms and waiting rooms. In front of 

these buildings will be a platform, parallel with the main platform and between these an intermediate 

one for the traffic of the East Lancashire section of the L&Y Company. The cost of the station will 

be a quarter of a million sterling. (Engineer, 9 November 1877, p.334) 

The L&YR invite tenders for doubling the railway from Rawtenstall to Bacup. (Manchester Guardian, 

10 November 1877) 

[…] (At Radcliffe Bridge) the raised signal cabin stands on the down platform. (Accident report, 13 

November 1877) 

The LNWR are seeking powers to acquire the block of property bound by their railway, Greengate, 

Chapel Street and Blackfriars Street in Salford and other property between the river Irwell and 

Chapel Street, the intention being to erect a new station. The company are also seeking power to 

widen the railway from Ordsall Lane to Manchester and from Ordsall Lane to Eccles. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 November 1877) 

At about 9.55pm on Wednesday, 14th November 1877 the MR Scotch express, due in Victoria 

station at about 9.50pm arrived at Radcliffe Bridge eighteen minutes late. The night was foggy though 

no weather signals were in use when the train of two Midland and four L&Y carriages passed the 

distant signal at danger and when the driver observed the home signal at danger he shut off steam 

and the guard applied the Fay patent brake which was attached to the last five (sic) carriages, the 

speed was reduced from forty miles per hour to five miles per hour as it passed through the station. 

On the Manchester side of the station a goods train was involved in some shunting when the 

passenger train collided with it. The two engines were damaged and two carriages were smashed 

and derailed, several passengers were injured. A breakdown gang arrived soon and the lines were 

cleared by 1.00am on Thursday. (Courier, 14 November 1877; Middleton Albion, 17 November 

1877) 

It is reported that the LNWR are contemplating erecting an extensive new station in Salford, as a 

terminus for their Liverpool and Manchester  traffic, and to place them on a more equal footing with 

the new CLC route to Liverpool. Along with the erection of the station, we understand it is 

proposed to widen various portions of the line, and a bridge will have to be constructed over the 

river Irwell, to communicate with the Manchester side of the river. (Engineer, 16 November 1877, 

p.349) 

The notice of the L&YR Bill for the 1877 session includes a short railway from the east side of Great 

Ducie Street to a point on the Manchester Loop Line, fifty yards east of the Long Millgate bridge; to 

divert the river Irk at Travis Island; the deviation of the railway at Waterloo and at Crosby; to stop 

up and close Upper Booth Street, Salford between New Bailey Street and Irwell Street. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 November 1877) 

Early on Thursday morning, 22nd November 1877 the aqueduct which carries the river Roach over 

the railway at Summit tunnel by an iron viaduct, gave way flooding the railway to a depth of 3 to 4 
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feet. Mr. Maddock, the L&Y passenger superintendent, and Mr. Swinburne, the permanent way 

superintendent, attended with a breakdown gang. (Courier, 23 November 1877) 

At last week’s meeting  of the Goole Chamber of Commerce attention was called to the state of the 

junction (which has been partially made for many years) of the railways between Hensall, Snaith, 

Heck, and Templehurst. The L&YR Company had been communicated with and had promised 

amendment, but now said they did not see their way to the carrying out of the proposed 

completion. (Engineering, 23 November 1877, p.400) 

The GER Company seeks to obtain Parliamentary powers authorising the construction of a line from 

Long Stanton, Cambridgeshire, to Askern, near Doncaster, where it would join the Sheffield and the 

L&Y systems. (Engineering, 23 November 1877) 

The L&YR Company have given notice of a bill to extend and improve their undertaking in various 

ways. The works contemplated include a diversion of the Liverpool Crosby & Southport Railway of 

the company in Great Crosby; the construction of a bridge lieu of the level crossing of the same 

railway at Waterloo, in Great Crosby; the construction of a short line commencing in or near 

Victoria station by a junction with the company’s line from Salford to Victoria, at the easterly side of 

Great Ducie Street, and terminating by a junction with the company’s authorised railway through 

Cheetham Hill, Prestwich, and Whitefield to Radcliffe and Bradley Fold, at a point fifty yards east of 

the bridge over Long Millgate; the widening and improving the main line, and the laying down of 

additional lines of railway from Rastrick to Bradley; and the diversion of the river Irk in Cheetham. 

(Engineer, 23 November 1877, p.371) 

The LNW Company have an important scheme in view for extending their station accommodation 

in Manchester […]. They are seeking power to acquire the entire block of property which is 

bordered by their Liverpool and Manchester  line, and by Greengate, Chapel Street, and Blackfriars 

Street, Salford; and also certain other property lying between Chapel Street and the river Irwell at 

Hunts Bank. The area of the property to be acquired is about equal to the Victoria station, and the 

intention is to erect a new station which shall form a terminus for the company’s Liverpool and 

Manchester  traffic […]. The new station will be nearer by about 250 yards to the Exchange than 

Victoria station and is to be approached by a new bridge over the Irwell. (Engineer, 23 November 

1877, p.371) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of station buildings and warehouse at Clayton West. 

(Manchester Guardian & Courier, 24 November 1877) 

The iron paddle steamer Earl of Ulster was launched at Barrow. Built for the North Lancashire Steam 

Navigation Co. it is intended for trade between Fleetwood and Belfast. The Ulster is a sister ship to 

the Duke of Connaught, built by the same firm for the same trade in 1875. Her dimensions are:- 

Length, 275 feet; beam, 30 feet; depth of hold, 16 feet; nominal engine power, 475 horses; and 

registered tonnage, 1,200 tons. She will be ready for sea in about two months. (Engineer, 30 

November 1877, p.400) 

December 
The L&YR invite tenders for paving at Hartford station, Oldham; also at Hope Street, Salford. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 December 1877) 

Tender of J Sykes, £2,783, to be accepted for station and warehouse at Clayton West. (L&YR Minutes, 

12 December 1877) 

Whalley station was destroyed by fire late on Tuesday night, 25th December 1877. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 December 1877) 
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1878 
January 

J Edwards having withdrawn his tender that of Dransfield & Co. £115,566, to be accepted for 

widening the Bacup branch. (L&YR Minutes, 2 January 1878) 

Report of the Board of Trade on the accident at Radcliffe Bridge station on 26th. (sic) November 

1877 when a Skipton to Manchester train ran into a goods train. (Manchester Guardian, 9 January 

1878) 

Accident at Mirfield on 10th January 1878. (Accident report) 

Recently a train on the GNR while running into Exchange station, Bradford, the gradient being steep, 

gained such momentum that the brakes could not bring the train up. The massive buffers were 

smashed, and the passengers were shaken. A good continuous brake could have prevented this 

accident. (Engineer, 18 January 1878, p.37) 

An accident of an extra ordinary character, and which resulted in the death of an absent minded 

engine driver and dangerous injuries to a fireman, besides doing considerable damage to rolling 

stock, took place on Thursday on the LNW (sic), near Mirfield. A goods train from Stockport to 

Leeds was shunted from the Mirfield sidings on to a down loop line to await the passage of a down 

passenger train. It is supposed that the driver, forgot for the time being that he was on the loop line, 

and taking the lowering of the main line semaphore as his signal to proceed, put on steam, and 

passing over the “trap” points, his engine, tender, and two wagons, were carried down the 

embankment, which is, at this point, some 18 or 20 feet high. The engine rolled over once, and then 

sank deep in the soft earth; the tender was turned upside down, and the two wagons lay uppermost 

(Engineer, 18 January 1878, p.37) 

[…] Since the destruction of the carriage works at Miles Platting, five years ago, the L&Y Company 

have been put to great straits to obtain the execution of repairs, and have had to purchase all new 

stock from private firms at prices very much in excess of those for which they could themselves 

have produced it. Now, however, they have commenced in earnest to improve the character of 

their passenger carriages. Their works at Newton Heath give employment to between eight hundred 

and nine hundred persons, and could, without any undue exertion, turn out two hundred carriages 

and eight hundred trucks in twelve months. The Company have wisely provided means of 

production largely in excess of their necessities and it is only a question of increasing the number of 

hands to make almost unlimited additions to their material […]. The  operations at present carried 

on consist in the manufacture of new stock, in the conversion of old fashioned stock into more 

modern styles, and in the execution of repairs. 

During a recent visit the erecting and painting shops seemed entirely occupied with stock of various 

descriptions […]. The new first class carriages for style and finish will stand comparison with the 

best stock of any other company […]. The non-smoking compartments are done in blue cloth, while 

those for smoking are suitably lined in red morocco leather. The red and white roses of the two 

great northern counties are largely introduced into the decorations of the first class carriage. They 

are found in the elegant shield which is emblazoned on the external panels; in the corners of the 

inner side of the doors below the windows; and in the delicate stencilling which fills in the corners of 

the roof of each compartment. The standard colour of all the new stock will be brown, as at 

present, but this  will be variously relieved , according to the class of the carriage. For instance, the 

exterior lines of the first class coaches will be picked out in gold and black, the second class in white 

and black and the third class in blue and black. Probably the improvement in the style of carriage will 

be most noticeable to second class passengers. The company have almost equalled the splendid 

second class stock of the CLC,  and that is saying a great deal. Some differences will be found in the 
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smoking compartments, which the L&Y Company are lining with horse hair cloth, as being less 

retentive of smoke than ordinary cloths.  

Of the third class stock it need only be said that it is roomy, and as much unlike the old horse-box 

kind of carriage which used to prevail on the East Lancashire section of the line as anything well 

could be. A large number of coaches of the old type have been broken up and these are being 

replaced as fast as possible with entirely new carriages. On the other hand, many first class carriages 

of more modern date, but which are not equal in the style to those of other companies, are to be 

converted into third class, then to be used mainly for excursion traffic […]. An innovation, made in 

the hope of enabling passengers the more readily to find the class of carriage they desire, will be 

early observed.  

The words “first”, “second”, and “third” painted on the doors of the carriages have been  

condensed to “1st”, “2nd”, and “3rd” with the advantage that the shortness of the forms has allowed 

the numerals to be thrown into much greater prominence […]. A patent double lock is to be 

applied to all the carriage doors, and the possibility of persons falling out of a carriage when it is in 

motion is thus reduced to a minimum. All axles are submitted to a severe test before being fitted 

into the bearings of the wheels, and the tyres are secured by Mansell’s patent fastening […].  

We revert to the arrangements of the works to mention what seemed to us a most interesting 

feature in its economy. Nearly half the work people take their meals on the premises. For their 

convenience a handsome dining room, which will seat some five hundred persons, has been 

provided, with a spacious kitchen and lavatory adjoining. The Company have placed in the kitchen a 

couple of men cooks, who see to the warming of the dinners, or to the cooking of any unprepared 

food brought by the men. It will be readily imagined where the diners and the dishes are so 

numerous that the arrangements must not only be extensive but also complete, and the kitchen is 

exceedingly well appointed. In the dining room the tables and seats are all numbered, and each man 

has his place. The Company find the table cutlery and certain tin platters, and in return for these 

conveniences, each man contributes a penny a week to a fund which goes, not to the Company, but 

for providing of newspapers, and which will ultimately be the means of furnishing the works with a 

library. The dining room is managed by a committee  consisting of a certain number of foremen and 

a certain number of men, elected by the general body of the employees. They have in their hands 

the selection of papers and the like, and they exercise a wise impartiality in admitting journals of all 

shades of political opinion. During the time the men are taking their dinner they hear from one of 

their number the most important news of the day […]. The men appoint a reader weekly […]. At 

the week-end the papers are put up to auction in the dining room, and are readily purchased by the 

workmen. Before leaving the subject it should be stated that in the upholstery department a 

considerable number of women are employed, and that their rooms, which are quite removed from 

those of the men, they enjoy similar advantages. 

The destruction of the old carriage works at Miles Platting, was not without its lesson to the 

directors. In the new works the greatest care has been taken to prevent any recurrence of such a 

disaster. A fire brigade has been formed from among the men, and they have regular practise with 

the hose and portable extinguisher. The works can command three excellent sources of water 

supply, and they possess a splendid fire engine, as well as many complete sets of apparatus 

distributed throughout the various departments. If these arrangements were unavailing to check the 

spread of fire, telegraphic communication with Victoria station would bring the Manchester Fire 

Brigade to the spot within half an hour and then, we take it, Mr Torer would soon put an end to the 

matter. In conclusion, it is due to Mr F Attock, the superintendent and manager, to say that, whilst 

busily engaged in getting to work the numerous departments of this great concern, he has been 

foremost in looking to the comfort of the men; and as an acknowledgement of his services in this 

regard, he has been elected the president of the Workmen’s Institute now in the process of 

development. (Manchester Guardian, 24 January 1878) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for additions to the passenger station and a new waiting shed at Honley; also 

at Brockholes. (Manchester Guardian, 25 January 1878; Courier, 2 February 1878) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a temporary station at the terminus of the new branch line 

at Brighouse. (Manchester Guardian, 26 January 1878) 

February 
The L&YR is about to build new goods sheds at Oldham and Rochdale. Steam machinery has been 

employed in the various departments of this railway but we understand that in future hydraulic 

machinery will be used. (British Architect, 1 February 1878) 

The LNWR invite tenders for the erection of a thirty one stall stable at Blackburn. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 February 1878) 

The Corporation of Manchester invite tenders for excavations at the new Bradford Road gas works.

(Manchester Guardian, 6 February 1878) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 20th February 1878. It was stated 

that the Manchester Loop Line is already used for goods traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 14 February 

1878) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Bury; for a warehouse at Chatburn. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 February 1878)  

In the report of the L&YR meeting it was stated that in the 450 miles of railway they had no fewer 

than 247 passenger stations, with goods stations at nearly all of them, and 92 junctions with the main 

line, besides junctions in connection with the sidings at the stations and other private sidings. All 

these junctions had to be signalled and worked on the block and interlocking systems entailing, of 

course, very considerable expense […]. Block and interlocking systems had been completes on 34 

miles of railway, making 312 miles finished, and work was in progress on 34 miles more […]. The 

company were their own insurers a few years ago, but they had no funds in hand sufficient to cover 

the loss occasioned by the fire at Miles Platting works. The system now pursued was to pay to the 

insurance offices upon all their stations an amount sufficient to cover any probable loss, and to pay a 

similar, or little larger, sum to a fund of their own, which it was hoped in a few years would be 

sufficient to enable the company to be their own insurers. (Manchester Evening News, 20 February 

1878)  

The first section of the West Lancashire Railway was opened yesterday, Tuesday, 19th February 1878 

at Southport. The line is intended to connect Southport and Preston by means of a direct railway 

about 18 miles long, 8 miles have been completed, and were opened yesterday, extending from 

Hesketh Park to Hesketh Bank, on the river Douglas. The carriages are first and third only, and are 

all heated by waste steam from the engine. This is the only line on which this system has been 

adopted. (Manchester Evening News, 20 February 1878) 

In the report of the L&YR in an explanation as to the amount paid for fire insurance it was said that 

the company were their own insurers a few years ago, but they had no funds in hand sufficient to 

cover the loss occasioned by the fire at the Miles Platting works. The system now pursued was to 

pay to the insurance offices upon all their stations an amount sufficient to cover any probable loss, 

and to pay a similar or a little larger sum to a fund of their own, which it was hoped in a few years 

would be sufficient to enable the company to be their own insurers. (Manchester Evening News, 20 

February 1878) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 20th February 1878. It was stated that 

in their 450 miles of railway they had no fewer than 247 passenger stations with goods stations at 
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nearly all of them, and 92 junctions with the main line. During the past half year the block and 

interlocking system had been completed on 34 miles of railway, making 312 miles finished and work 

was in progress on 24 miles more. There were steel rails laid on 408 miles of single track and on 78 

miles of sidings. With regard to the proposed new LNWR station, in Manchester, the L&YR had not 

been asked to join in the application to Parliament and even if asked would have hesitated 

considerably. (Manchester Guardian & Railway Times, 21 February 1878) 

An alarming accident occurred last evening, Thursday, 21st. February, on the L&YR near Pontefract. 

The 4.45pm passenger train from Doncaster to Leeds, via Methley, proceeded safely until within two 

miles of Knottingley, when a tube under the footplate of the engine burst. William Fell, the stoker, 

was either blown, or jumped, off the engine, which was proceeding at the rate of 40 miles per hour. 

He was found scalded and bespattered with mud in a ditch on the side of the line. He was conveyed 

to Knottingley. James Bentley, the driver, though badly hurt, clung to the engine side, and managed 

to bring the train to a stand at Knottingley station. (Manchester Evening News, 22 February 1878)  

At a meeting of the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board on the 14th instant it was resolved on the 

recommendation of the Works Committee that a communication be made to the directors of the 

L&YR Company with a view to ascertain what accommodation in the shape of land and other 

conveniences they might require from the Board to carry out a proposed scheme for the widening 

of their line at and towards the junction with the present high level railway […]. At present the 

facilities at Bramley-Moore and Wellington Docks admitted of about 9,000 tons of coal per week in 

the winter season being shipped, and about 11,000 tons per week in the summer, and a total in the 

year was taken away by a fleet of about 600 vessels and something like 2,000 flats. (The Builder, 23 

February 1878) 

March 
The first completed section of the West Lancashire Railway was formally opened on Tuesday, 19th

February 1878 by Mr Edward Holden, chairman of the company. This new line, when completed, will 

run from Southport to Preston, a distance of about twenty miles, of which the section opened on 

Tuesday comprises about seven and a half. The whole of the line will probably be completed by the 

31st March, and the north west of Lancashire will then be placed in direct communication with the 

west and south-west. In addition to the railway, the West Lancashire Company are promoting a bill 

in Parliament to enable them to run steamships from Hesketh Bank, which is situated on the river 

Douglas, to Liverpool, Southport, the Isle of Man, and other ports. The engines for the line have 

been made by Sharp Stewart & Co. and the carriages by the Ashbury Railway Carriage and Iron Co. 

from the designs of Thomas Ashbury, and are specially adapted to the requirements of the West 

Lancashire Company. They are first and third class composites, third class proper, and passenger 

brake vans, no second class being provided. All the carriages have raised, or side-lighted, roofs, giving 

a height inside of eight feet from the floor. Free ventilation is obtained from the sides and from the 

clerestory part of the roof. Each compartment of the carriages is warmed by steam, supplied from a 

vertical boiler placed in one compartment of the brake van, the steam being conveyed to a reservoir 

in each compartment through pipes connected between the carriages by flexible tubes. The 

temperature can be maintained and regulated as required. This method of warming is considered to 

be far superior to the foot warmers, or to any system at present in use on English railways, and the 

steam being supplied by an independent boiler, the heat can be maintained if the carriages are 

standing on a siding, or when detached from the engine. The carriages throughout are fitted with the 

Westinghouse brake. The construction of the line was commenced in October 1876, so that during 

the seventeen or eighteen months that have elapsed the seven and a half miles have been completed 

for traffic. (Engineer, 1 March 1878, p.147) 

The Corporation of Manchester invite tenders for the construction of railway sidings and other works 

at the new gas works in Bradford Road. (Manchester Guardian, 1 March 1878) 
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Tender of J Catterall, £2,863, recommended to be accepted for a warehouse at Chatburn. (L&YR

Minutes, 6 March 1878) 

[…] the tunnel end or cabin ‘C’ at Sowerby Bridge, 50 yards from the tunnel has 14 levers properly 

interlocked. The down home signal is close to the cabin and there is an intermediate signal at the west 

end of the tunnel with a down distant further west. The points at the River Bridge sidings junction are 

worked from the ground and not controlled mechanically from the cabin but there is a lever which 

works a slot on the down home signal near ‘C’ cabin and which by the same movement turns a disc in 

that cabin but this lever is not interlocked with the point lever nor does it lock the down signal levers 

in the cabin. There is a ground disc signal at the sidings junction worked from ‘C’ cabin and the 

turning of this disc is the authority for shunting to take place; this lever actuating the disc is properly 

locked with the down signals at ‘C’ cabin. There is also a spectacle disc signal on a low post worked 

by a separate lever at the sidings junction which has to be put at danger when shunting is in progress. 

There is gong communication between ‘C’ cabin and River Bridge sidings. The line between ‘C’ 

cabin and west cabin near the station is worked on the absolute block system […] (Accident on 6 

March 1878) 

A small mineral branch line to connect the Bridgewater Trustees’ Ashtonfield Collieries, Roscoe and 

Lords’ Stonehill Collieries, and S. Scowcroft and Sons’ Kearsley Collieries, with the L&YR, at a point 

near Stoneclough junction has just been completed and was opened for traffic on Friday last, 1st

March 1878. (Engineer, 8 March 1878, p.161) 

The L&YR advertise for the Liverpool Spring Races on Thursday and Friday, 28th and 29th March 

1878. Special express trains will run in 50 minutes from Manchester to Aintree (New Train Station) 

Cinder Lane, three  minutes’ walk from the racecourse. (Manchester Evening News, 16 March 1878) 

On Thursday last, 14th March 1878 the trial trip of the new steamer Earl of Ulster took place in the 

Irish Sea with the best results. Built by the Barrow Iron Shipbuilding Company for the North 

Lancashire Steam Navigation Company and intended for the royal mail service of boats between 

Fleetwood and Belfast. She steamed with great steadiness, and traversed 13 knots per hour at a time 

when her engines indicated 500 horse power below their actual power. She is expected to steam 14 

or 15 knots per hour. She is a sister ship to the Duke of Connaught, employed on the same line. Her 

dimensions are – length 275 feet; breadth 30 feet; depth of hold 16 feet; and 1,050 tons burthen. 

Her engines are on the tandem principle, and are 300 nominal horse power. (Engineer, 22 March 

1878, p.211) 

The joiners strike in Manchester, which started almost a year ago, is almost at an end with the 

introduction of non-union men, the employers have few vacancies. (Manchester Guardian, 22 March 

1878) 

An accident occurred at the L&YR New Bailey Street station, Salford, today Friday. A man named 

Hamilton, foreman constructor of the company’s telegraph department, had mounted a ladder for 

the purpose of repairing the telegraph wires, whilst James Webb, a labourer, had been stationed at 

the bottom of the ladder in order to prevent its falling. An express train, which was passing through 

the station about four o’clock struck Webb and knocked him down, at the same time cutting the 

ladder from under Hamilton, who was left suspended upon the wires. Webb died from his injuries. 

(The Builder, 22 March 1878) 

The L&YR announce that a new temporary station at Cinder Lane, Aintree, will accommodate trains 

for the Liverpool Spring Races on 28th and 29th March 1878. (Manchester Guardian, 25 March 1878) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a railway from Facit to Bacup; for the erection of a 

station at Gisburn. (Manchester Guardian, 29 March 1878) 
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The Bury and Tottington District Railway invite tenders for the construction of a railway 3½ miles in 

length. (Manchester Guardian, 30 March 1878) 

April 
The L&YR advertise special trains from Manchester for Pontefract Races on Thursday and Friday 4th. 

and 5th. April and back. (The Builder, 2 April 1878) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the tenancy of the refreshment rooms at Blackburn station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 April 1878) 

The Earl of Ulster built by the Barrow Shipbuilding Company for the North Lancashire Steam 

Navigation Company and intended to trade between Fleetwood and Belfast was delivered to the 

owners on Saturday last. She will be placed on her station on the 13th  instant and will form a great 

acquisition to this line of Channel steamers. The ship steamed 13 knots per hour, and traversed 

complete circles in the water in little over five minutes. (Engineer, 12 April 1878, p.276) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations; between Blackburn and Chatburn; Accrington and 

Todmorden; Lostock Junction and Walton Junction; Sandhills and Southport; Liverpool goods 

station. (Manchester Guardian, 20 April 1878) 

May 
May Day in Manchester. The teams belonging to the L&YR, Salford, made, as on previous 

occasions, a very fine procession. They numbered some 200, and left Salford station about 9.45am. 

They proceeded along Chapel Street, Bailey Street, Princess Street, and Portland Street where they 

were joined by the teams from Oldham Road goods station, numbering 80. They then continued 

along Piccadilly, Market Street, Victoria Street, and to Hunts Bank, where they all dispersed to their 

respective stations. The length of the procession was considerable, as the horses marched along 

singly, accompanied by their respective drivers, who had not forgotten to don their May-day apparel. 

In Salford a display made by the employees of the L&YR, whose efforts did them infinite credit. At a 

quarter to nine o’clock about 200 lurry men, with their horses, turned out of the stables adjoining 

Irwell Street goods yard and proceeded in processional order along Bridge Street, John Dalton 

Street and Portland Street where they were joined by upwards of 100 from the company’s yard in 

Oldham Road. After returning to the Salford goods yard work was resumed. (The Builder, 1 May 

1878) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the tenancy of refreshment rooms at Bolton and Southport. (Manchester 

Guardian, 7 May 1878) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations; Victoria station; Oldham Road goods station; Salford 

goods station; the locomotive workshops, Miles Platting. (Manchester Guardian, 10 May 1878) 

The attention of the Manchester Board of Guardians was called to the slow progress of the works at 

the new workhouse hospital building. It was resolved that because the season was favourable and 

that the joiners strike had ended work should be rapidly pushed forward. (Manchester Guardian, 17 

May 1878) 

The L&YR have placed a contract for spring steel with Messrs Turton Bros. and Matthews of 

Phoenix Steel Works, Sheffield. (Engineer, 17 May 1878, p.360) 

During the present week a survey has been going on in Pontefract, in connection with the L&YR. It 

is the intention of the Company (according to Leeds Mercury), if the land can be reasonably 

obtained, to erect an extensive plant works in connection with their line. On Monday, 20th May 1878 

the directors visited Pontefract and inspected a site north of Pontefract Monkhill station, chiefly 

owned by the Earl of Harewood, some thirty acres or more of which would probably be required. 
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Other sites in the district have been considered, and even surveyed, for the intended works. 

(Engineer, 24 May 1878, p.363) 

June 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stations and waiting sheds at Rimington and at Nappa 

(Newsholme) on the Chatburn and Hellifield. (Manchester Guardian, 8 June 1878) 

Tender of C King, £1,589, recommended to be accepted for widening the line and extending 

platforms at Wigan; tender of J Yates, £2,900, to be accepted for removal of iron bridges at 

Wakefield, Wigan, Rufford, Haslingden, and Manchester. (L&YR Minutes, 19 June 1878) 

The L&YR Company’s report stated that the directors had, during the last year, made considerable 

progress in the purchase of the property required for the enlargement of the Exchange station at 

Liverpool, an improvement which had long been necessary owing to the constantly increasing 

passenger traffic in that important town. (The Builder, 22 June 1878) 

Mr Waller to erect station at Gisburn for £2,000 inclusive of everything. (L&YR Minutes, 26 June 

1878) 

Select Committee report on the widening of the LNWR line from Victoria to Ordsall Lane. Salford 

Corporation had opposed the bill but when it was decided to have an approach to the new station 

from Blackfriars Street in addition to the proposed approach from Hunts Bank, opposite the 

Cathedral, they withdrew their opposition. (Manchester Guardian, 27 June 1878) 

July 
The L&YR advertise an excursion from Manchester to Blackpool and back on Thursday and Friday 

July 11th. and 12th. for the opening of the Winter Gardens. (The Builder, 8 July 1878) 

Tender of J & W Yates, £1,965, to be accepted for iron bridges at Formby and Rose Grove. (L&YR

Minutes, 10 July 1878) 

The Winter Gardens at Blackpool was opened today, Thursday. The L&YR does not secure for itself 

too any pats on the back. But thanks to the efforts of its directors, the journey to Blackpool has, if 

the trains are properly chosen, lost all its terrors. (The Builder, 11 July 1878) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the Brighouse branch railway, 1 mile 45 chains.

(Manchester Guardian, 13 July 1878) 

Tender of Mr Fogg, £977-3s-11d, to be accepted for the construction of a bridge under the railway at 

Bedford Place, Bootle. (L&YR Minutes, 17 July 1878) 

The Board of Trade agrees to the opening of the Manchester Loop for passenger traffic (following 

postponements on 9th January; 26th February; 19th June) (L&YR Minutes, 17 July 1878) 

The construction of the Ripponden Railway having been brought to completion by the L&YR

Company, its opening for goods and mineral traffic as far as Ripponden took place on Monday by the 

passage over it of a very heavily laden train of goods and mineral wagons, attached to two large and 

powerful engines, the arrival of which at Ripponden station was welcomed by a concourse of the 

inhabitants, who had assembled to witness the event. The opening for passenger traffic is fixed to 

take place on the 1st of next month. From the junction with the main line at Sowerby Bridge the 

branch extends to Clitheroe, a distance of four miles, in the course of which engineering difficulties 

of a formidable character has been encountered and successfully overcome. Besides giving much 

needed facilities to the cotton and other industries in the district, the new line will open up a large 

and valuable stone traffic, which hitherto, owing to the want of railway accommodation, has been 
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excluded from the market. It is anticipated that this branch will ultimately form a new and shorter 

link and connection between the great industries of L&Y.(Engineer, 19 July 1878, p.41) 

A serious accident happened at Accrington station on Saturday, 20th July 1878. A goods train from 

Skipton to Liverpool having slackened when nearing the station was signalled forward by the 

pointsman, and the driver put on steam. He soon discovered that he was taking the wrong line. 

Instead of being on the Liverpool main line he was going direct into the carriage shed, and on the 

rails right in front of him was a valuable saloon carriage. He reversed his engine at once and applied 

the powerful steam brake with which it was fitted, but the weight of the wagons behind sent the 

engine into the saloon carriage with great force. There were stop blocks against which the saloon 

carriage was fixed, and these served to denude the carriage of wheels and springs. The effect of the 

front wheels being off sent the fore end of the carriage down, and after ploughing up the rails of a 

crossing it was forced into the earth. The buffers of both carriage and engine were broken, the 

protecting rods of the engine twisted and broken, and the smoke box panel pierced. The end of the 

carriage shed, which was of timber, was knocked down. The driver and stoker leaped from the 

engine just before the crash. Two men who were white-washing in the engine house had a narrow 

escape. One of them held on to a beam, and was rescued, but the other, who was on top of the 

saloon carriage, was pitched over, and severely shaken. The damage will amount to a few hundred 

pounds. (Manchester Guardian, 22 July 1878) 

The Manchester Loop Line to open on 1st August 1878. (L&YR Minutes, 24 July 1878) 

On Saturday, 20th July 1878 the first of two trips were made over the Manchester and Radcliffe 

railway, one from Whitefield to Heaton Park, the other from Queen’s Road, Cheetham to Heaton 

Park. The occasion was a cricket match between the single and the married men of the engineering 

staff engaged on the construction of the railway. (Middleton Albion, 27 July 1878) 

On Saturday, 27th July 1878 there was a shocking accident, resulting in the death of two men, on the 

new line of railway in course of construction from Captain Ingham’s Pit to the L&YR at Thornhill 

Lees Junction. It appears that Henry Scargill, engine driver of Horbury, and Samuel Blackburn, 

stoker, of Thornhill, were working a locomotive engine, for the purpose of shunting ballast wagons, 

under the superintendence of the chief of permanent way staff, when three full wagons, which were 

left unintentionally uncoupled, ran away. They dashed down a somewhat steep incline, and John 

Wright, the superintendent, ordered Scargill to give chase and try to overtake them. He got to 

them, and Blackburn coupled them. It was then found that they could not stop the engine, which at 

every moment was increasing its speed. Blackburn seeing the danger there were in jumped off, and 

he had no sooner done so than the engine overturned and rolled over the embankment. Wright and 

Scargill were fearfully mangled. (Manchester Guardian, 29 July 1878) 

August 
This morning, Thursday, 1st. August, the new loop line which has been recently constructed by the 

L&YR between Victoria station and Newton Heath for the purpose of facilitating the arrival and 

departure of trains to and from Manchester will be opened for passenger traffic. All trains running 

between Manchester, Heywood, Bury and many trains running between Manchester and Oldham, 

Rochdale, Littleborough and Yorkshire will pass along the new line and cease stopping at Miles 

Platting. (Courier, 1 August 1878) 

The L&YR announce the opening of the Ripponden branch for passenger traffic on Monday, next, 5th. 

August. (Manchester Evening News, 3 August 1878) 

The new line from Sowerby Bridge was opened for passenger traffic yesterday, Monday. The L&YR

contemplate carrying the line formed at some time under Blackstone Edge to Littleborough, thus 

putting the district in direct communication with Manchester and Liverpool. Very heavy landslips 

occurred during the construction of the line at Scar Head and in Rough Hey Wood. There is a 
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tunnel under the former, which, it was feared, would be crushed in. It is supported by an immense 

retaining wall, nearly nine yards thick and twenty nine yards high, while the hill above has been 

levelled considerably, so as to prevent further landslips. (Manchester Evening News, 6 August 1878)  

The new line from Sowerby Bridge to Ripponden was opened for passenger traffic on Monday. A 

very heavy landslip occurred during the construction of the line at Scar Head and in Rough Hey 

Wood. There is a tunnel under the former which it was feared would be crushed in.  (Engineer, 9 

August 1878, p.93) 

Mr Waller to build the stations on the Prestwich line at his schedule of prices for Gisburn station.

(L&YR Minutes, 14 August 1878) 

Report of the directors for the L&YR meeting to be held on 21st August 1878. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 August 1878) 

The L&YR half yearly meeting was held on this day, Wednesday. The strike of cotton operators had 

had a serious effect on the company as illustrated by the fact that before the strike there were 103 

horses at Blackburn which had to be maintained though there was little or nothing for them to do. 

There was also an additional cost of £1,400 for signalmen, owing principally to the continued 

extension of the block system. There had been a saving effected of £8,300 in collection and delivery 

of goods as compared with the corresponding year. (Manchester Evening News, 21 August 1878) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 21st August 1878. It was stated that 

the Kearsley branch, the Ripponden branch and the Manchester Loop Line had been opened during 

the past half year. A total capital expenditure for establishing the block system had, up to the 

present, been £518,000 and the cost to the company for working and maintaining it, and for the 

interest on the outlay, was not much short of £50,000 per annum. (Manchester Guardian & Courier, 

22 August 1878; Railway Times, 24 August 1878) 

An anomaly appears in the report of the L&YR Company. Although there is a falling off in the 

dividend on account of bad trade, the directors have been authorised to spend £166,000 on capital 

account for general purposes. This augurs that an improved business is expected, or that there are 

yet new fields to be developed by a company which only pays a low dividend (4¾ per cent) on all 

money invested in it. (Engineering, 30 August 1878, p.178) 

September 
Accident at Wakefield on 2nd September 1878. (Accident report) 

The new workhouse hospital at Crumpsall is approaching completion with one ward occupied by 

two hundred patients and other wards will be filled as completed. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

September 1878) 

On Friday, 6th September 1878 the completion of Heaton Park tunnel was invested with the dignity 

of a ceremony by a number of L&YR directors. Mr Maddock placed the seven bricks used to key the 

arch of the completed tunnel. The party had left Victoria station in the morning to examine the 

signals on the new line. Afterwards the company celebrated in a fitting manner. One person, Mr 

Whitlock, had the misfortune to fall off the tunnel and had to receive medical aid. (Middleton 

Manchester Guardian, 14 September 1878) 

Resolved, that second and third class passengers be carried by all trains. (L&YR Minutes, 18 

September 1878) 

The L&YR  announce  that  on  and  after  the  1st. October 1878  express  trains  which  have 

hitherto conveyed 1st. class passengers only will convey 1st. 2nd. and 3rd. class passengers at ordinary 

fares. (Manchester Evening News, 26 September 1878) 
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We are informed that the L&YR Company are making extensive improvements in their passenger 

carriages. Larger coaches, better ventilated and more convenient in every way, are being turned out 

at the company’s works at Newton Heath, at a rate of two trains of four coaches and vans per 

week. A novelty is that special attention is being made to the upholstering in the smoking 

compartments in order to avoid the retention of smoke. The greater desideration is that all the 

carriages have continuous brakes. (Engineering, 27 September 1878, p.256) 

October 
Major Marindin has reported on an accident, which occurred on 2nd. September, near Middleton 

Junction station on the L&YR. In this case a pilot engine, which was following a special passenger 

train, in order to assist it up a steep incline from Middleton Junction to Oldham, was in collision with 

the tail of the train […]. The report states that this collision was due to an error of judgement or 

careless driving on the part of the driver of the pilot engine. The man frankly admitted that he alone 

was to blame, and there is no doubt that it is a difficult operation to bring an engine up to the tail of 

a train in motion, and one which the driver should never be called upon to perform in the case of a 

passenger train. (Manchester Evening News, 2 October 1878) 

Major Marindin, reporting on an accident which occurred on the L&YR near Middleton Junction, 

takes strong, exception to the practise of pushing trains up inclines. In the accident in question a 

banking engine followed a passenger train up an incline of 1 in 27, and the driver of the banking 

engine miscalculated his distance and ran rather roughly into the train. No damage was done, nor 

would the matter be worth noticing here, were it not that we take exception to Major Marindin’ s 

views. “There is a special rule,” writes Major Marindin, “ in the L&Y book of regulations to the following 

effect; ’Two trains must not be coupled together […] nor must pilot or other engines be coupled behind 

trains, but when an extra engine is required to assist a train it must be attached to the front of the train, 

except in cases of unavoidable necessity, and when instructions to the contrary are given by the passenger 

superintendent.’ Since the publication of this rule I am given to understand that the practise, which has been 

so often condemned, of banking up trains from behind has ceased to obtain on this line in the case of 

passenger trains.” (Engineer,4 October 1878, p.243) 

November 
Engineers’ estimate for Gisburn station, £19,115; Rimington station, £1,160; Newsholme station, 

£1,970. (L&YR Minutes, 6 November 1878) 

Notice has been given to the guards, drivers and others engaged on the permanent way of the L&YR

of a reduction of wages, which in some cases will amount to ten per cent. The wages of some 

drivers will be reduced as much as 1s per day and many guards to the rate of 3s per week. It is 

stated that the reduction will be general throughout the company’s system; and that men employed 

in the company’s locomotive department will be put on four days a week. (Courier & Manchester 

Evening News, 14 November 1878) 

The jib of a crane erected by Dransfield & Co., at Newchurch, in connection with the widening of the 

Bacup branch, was swung over the railway, on the 5th November 1878, and damaged a carriage of a 

passenger train. Dransfield & Co., to pay for the damage. (L&YR Minutes, 20 November 1878) 

The Aire and Calder Navigation Company have given notice of their intention to apply for powers 

to supply gas to Goole and neighbourhood. In addition […] the company inserts a clause in the Bill 

providing for the use of the electric light if it should be deemed necessary. (Engineering, 22 

November 1878, p.416) (A similar report appeared in 31 January 1879, p.99) 

Notice of the Manchester, Halifax and Bradford Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 23 November 1878) 
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Notice that Wigan Corporation are to purchase a farm at Newburgh for the purpose of disposing 

sewage and is expected to be completed by January 1880. (Manchester Guardian, 28 November 

1878) 

Report that the MR intend to extend their line from the Liverpool and Southport connection to 

Kirkham, Lytham, and Blackpool. It is proposed to run lines to Hesketh Bank, erect bridges over the 

Ribble estuary near Kirkham, and lay a railway along the coast to Lytham, where it is proposed to 

join in the Preston and Wyre Railway, formerly the Lytham and Blackpool coast line, which was 

some time ago leased. The project has been well taken up, and if the line is completed it will 

considerably shorten the distance to the watering places on the north west coast. (Engineer, 29 

November 1878, p.387) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £13,664, for additional sheds at Fleetwood. Tender of T Brassey & Co. 

recommended to be accepted for iron bridges over canal at Knottingley and over Scartcliffe Street, 

Accrington, and for strengthening canal bridge at Dewsbury, provided they reduce their price from 

£3,800 to £3,775. (L&YR Minutes, 4 December 1878) 

A new footbridge over the L&YR from Virginia Street to London Street, Southport, was opened on 

Tuesday, 3rd, December 1878 by the mayor of Southport. The bridge is 456 feet long with four 

spans, 10 feet wide, and from centre to centre of the girdle it is 8 feet high, the longest girder being 

134 feet. The girders are of lattice class and parallel, slightly cambered in the centre. Provision is 

made at the Virginia Street end for expansion and contraction, 2¼ inches. The material used in the 

construction comprises 60¼ tons of cast iron, 155 tons of wrought iron, 480 cubic feet of stone, 

320 cubic feet of pitch pine, and 923 cubic feet of oak. The bridge is calculated to bear 50 lbs per 

square foot, or a total of 74 tons on each span, 20 tons per inch. There is an overhead stay in the 

centre of each span from which is suspended a lamp with blank sides towards the railway, so as not 

to interfere with the signals. The floor is of oak screwed to pitch pine joists. The approaches at each 

end are light cast iron risers and oak treads. The cost of the bridge has been £3,145 6 6d. 

(Manchester Guardian, 4 December 1878; Engineer, 6 December 1878, p.405) 

The L&YR have just tried a very successful experiment in the lighting of their coaches. A 

considerable part of the Southport express which leaves Victoria station at 5.00pm is now lighted 

with Kelly’s improved railway carriage roof lamps. So far the experiment has been a decided success. 

The new lamp gives a light which is at once so steady and brilliant that reading becomes both easy 

and agreeable, and the comfort of night travelling is vastly increased. Non-explosive petroleum oil is 

used, and it is claimed that it is far cheaper and much safer than other arrangements. (Manchester 

Evening News, 4 December 1878) 

Private Bills. The L&YR Company promote an omnibus Bill as to level crossings and other matters 

relating to roads and footpaths; the confirmation of arrangements with landowners, corporations 

and railway companies, extensions of time, widenings of line. Powers to the West Lancashire 

Railway Company, acquisition of further lands, and to effect other purposes throughout their 

system. The West Lancashire Company apply for six new railways, some of which appear to be a 

substitution for authorised lines and to abandon the construction of the latter, also for running 

powers over the East Lancashire and Wigan and Southport lines of the L&Y, and over the North 

Union Railway, with reciprocal powers to the L&NW, Midland, and L&Y companies over their 

railways and for working agreement provisions with the above named companies. (Engineering, 6 

December 1878, p.458) 

Notice of the reduction of wages by the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 7 December 1878) 

The L&YR intend shortly to put their enginemen and firemen on twelve hours a day, and at twelve 

hours rate for overtime, instead of ten hours a day and eight hours overtime, on account of the 

slackness of traffic. This really means a reduction of 1½d an hour or above 10s 6d a week for engine 
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drivers and 6s a week for firemen. The men urge that at most 5 per cent is a sufficient reduction, 

and if this is not conceded there is every probability of a strike “all along the line”. (Manchester 

Evening News, 9 December 1878) 

Several passengers were injured in a collision which took place early this morning on the MR at 

Methley Junction. A passenger train and an L&YR goods train came into violent contact […]. The 

damage to rolling stock is great and the L&YR portion of the line is still blocked. It was very foggy at 

the time. (Manchester Evening News, 13 December 1878) 

Notice of the Marshland Railway, project, uniting Goole and Crowle. (Engineering, 13 December 

1878, p.472) 

A new carriage lamp has just been tried upon a train on the L&YR, about twenty compartments of 

which were lighted with Kelly roof lamp. The light given by this lamp is reported as exceedingly 

good, and the chief difference between it and the ordinary lamp is that it is lighted with petroleum, 

which is so treated as to be rendered non-explosive. (Engineer, 13 December 1878, p.429) 

The L&YR have implemented a reduction of wages. First class guards from 30/- to 27/-; second class 

guards from 27/6 to 25/-‘ porters from 18/- to 17/-. (Middleton Albion, 14 December 1878) 

A fire broke out at Middleton Junction station this morning. A signal runs near the station master’s 

office, and a fire had been kept there to prevent the signal becoming useless during the frost. The 

wind, changing, blew the fire on to the office, a wooden structure, which ignited, and before the 

flames could be extinguished the office was burnt to the ground, with all its contents, including a 

couple of watches, books, papers, and a large quantity of fog signals. The booking office, which stood 

near, was in imminent damager, and the books and other things were removed. Fortunately, this 

place is of brick, and was not consumed. (Manchester Evening News, 16 December 1878) 

Dransfield & Co. account of £143 for a sand drying stove at Sandhills considered excessive. Payment 

to be withheld pending report. (L&YR Minutes, 18 December 1878 

Part of the station roof at Victoria gave way on Sunday, 22nd December 1878 under the weight of 

snow. (Manchester Guardian, 23 December 1878) 

On the 15th December 1878 a collision occurred near Clough Fold station on the L&YR. A heavy 

stone train dashed down the line from Bacup “tail first” just at the time a ballast train was shunting 

into the siding in an opposite direction also “tail first”. The guards van of each train and a heavily 

laden coal truck were smashed to matchwood. In the confusion the driver of the ballast engine 

seems to have reversed his lever, for the engine started off at full speed in the direction of 

Rawtenstall station and no one on it. At that station it came into contact with a luggage engine which 

was taking water at the time. Neither of these engines was improved. (Engineer, 27 December 1878, 

p.463) 

The proposed reduction in the wages in the erecting shops of the L&YR has been withdrawn until 

16th January 1879. (Engineer, 27 December 1878, p.471) 

Further reductions in the wages was announced by the L&YR. First class guards of goods trains will 

be reduced from 32s 6d to 30s whilst assistant goods guards will get only 23s. Goods train guards 

will have to work four more hours than before. Shunters will receive 21s per week. (Courier, 28 

December 1878) 

Notice of further reductions of wages by the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 28 December 1878) (On 

Monday, 30th December this report was alleged to be untrue) 
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Due to the New Year holidays the L&YR have withdrawn 14 express passenger trains on 

Wednesday, 1st. January 1879. (Manchester Evening News, 30 December 1878) 

On and after Wednesday, 1st. January 1879 tickets at Parliamentary Fares will be issued by all trains 

on the L&YR and Third Class Extra Fares discontinued. (Manchester Evening News,31 December 

1878) 
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1879 
January 

An alarming accident occurred last night, Thursday, 2nd. January, on the L&YR at Accrington. A 

passenger train, which arrived from Manchester shortly after six o’clock, was being shunted from the 

Burnley viaduct to the platform, when a third class carriage left the metals at the points and plunged 

into the buttress of the bridge, which was knocked down, the stones falling into the street 

below…some passengers in the train sustained severe shock. (Manchester Evening News, 3 January 

1879) 

The Bury and Tottington Railway is now making rapid progress. Although a short line, there is a 

large number of bridges and three short viaducts on it, and it will have four stations, and numerous 

private sidings into works. The engineers, Owen and Elwes, expect to get it finished in the course of 

this year. (Engineer, 3 January 1879, p.3) 

Tender of W Dransfield & Co. £1,618, to be accepted for masonry of viaduct widening at Sowerby 

Bridge station; and that of A Handyside & Co. £773-3s-0d, for ironwork. (L&YR Minutes, 8 January 

1879) 

An L&YR extra-ordinary meeting was held this morning to authorise raising capital. (Manchester 

Evening News, 8 January 1879) 

An extra-ordinary meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday 8th January 1879 to authorise the 

creation of new shares and additional capital. It was stated that owing to the severe depression the 

directors  would have avoided approaching the proprietors if possible but it could not be postponed 

due to the works in progress. (Manchester Guardian, 9 January 1879) 

The L&YR have declined to accede to the request that they would reduce their rates of freight. 

(Manchester Evening News, 11 January 1879) 

Tender of T Brassey & Co. £1,245, recommended to be accepted for ironwork for widening 

Featherstall Road Bridge at Werneth for the Hollinwood branch. 

Dransfield & Co. rates for the Sandhills sand drying furnace are “identical with those in the schedule 

attached to their tender for the North Docks scheme” which are “those usually charged in the 

neighbourhood of Liverpool”. (L&YR Minutes, 15 January 1879) 

[…] the junction of the incline and the loop line (at Victoria) is worked by No.1 cabin which has 37 

working levers and situated at the end of the station platform about 80 yards west of the junction. The 

home signal for the bay lines off the loop is 107 yards outside the junction, there is a disc signal there, 

used to give engines permission to run forward after detaching from the their train, which then runs 

into the station by gravity […] (Accident on 16 January 1879) 

At eight o’clock yesterday morning, Monday, 20th. January a collision occurred on the L&YR at 

Honley station. The goods train from Penistone to Mirfield was running from the down line across 

the up line to get on to a siding out of the way of the express from Penistone to Huddersfield, then 

due, when the goods train from Knottingley to Penistone, came along on the up line, ran into the 

Penistone to Mirfield goods train and knocked the engine and a fish laden wagon off the metals, 

throwing them across the up and down lines […]. A breakdown gang from Mirfield went to Honley 

having been summoned by the station master, Mr. C. Battye, who made arrangements by which the 

express was stopped at Brockholes and brought forward slowly to Honley, where passengers who 

came to Honley by trains from Penistone and Holmfirth on one side of the block, and from 

Huddersfield on the other, were transferred from one train to another, and sent forward to their 

respective destinations by single line with comparatively little delay. The cause of the accident was by 
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the freezing of the home signal, which did not answer to the lever. (Manchester Evening News, 21 

January 1879)  

Mr. Philip Morris, chief of the goods department of the L&YR. (Manchester Evening News, 27 

January 1879) 

Tender of De Bergue & Co. £847-10-0d, to be accepted for the ironwork of the Sowerby Bridge 

viaduct widening instead of Handyside & Co. (L&YR Minutes, 29 January 1879) 

February 
Manchester City Council Paving and Sewering Committee resolved; That the chairman and deputy 

chairman be requested to communicate with the L&YR company with the view of obtaining the 

amount which is due towards the cost of making the road called Viaduct Street. Councillor Walton 

Smith said that he objected to any proposal which would prevent the railway company fulfilling their 

obligations with regard to this matter. (Manchester Evening News, 5 February 1879) 

Report of the directors for the L&YR meeting to be held on 19th February 1879. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 February 1879) 

Extract from Table of L&Y receipts and expenses in 1877. (Engineering, 14 February 1879, p.145) 

The Reverend Canon Stowell delivered an address on Wednesday, 12th. February to upwards of 600 

men at the L&YR Carriage and Wagon Department at Newton Heath. (Courier, 13 February 1879) 

At a meeting of the West Lancashire Railway it was resolved to obtain a Bill to enable the company 

to make and alter authorised railways. (Manchester Evening News, 19 February 1879) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 19th February 1879. (Manchester 

Guardian, 20 February 1879; Railway Times, 22nd February 1879) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday 26th February 1879 to consider a scheme for 

the consolidation of certain of the guaranteed and preference stocks of the company. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 February 1879) 

March 
An entertainment was given on Friday evening, 28th. February by the members of the L&YR Head 

Office dining club in the new dining hall at Hunts Bank to a crowded audience of employees and 

friends on the occasion of the anniversary of the commencement of the club. (Courier, 3 March 

1879) 

Extract from Table of L&Y lines, train miles, receipts, expenses for the year 1877. (Engineering, 7 

March 1879, p.204) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Sandhills. (Manchester Guardian, 22 

March 1879) 

The offer of Naylor bros. to construct the bank at each end of the new Denby Dale viaduct 

recommended to be accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 25 March 1879) 

The adjourned half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 26th March 1879 to 

approve the election of a new director, George John Armitage, of Clifton Woodhead, Brighouse. Mr 

A P Fletcher commented that it was somewhat strange to replace a Manchester director with one 

from Yorkshire as there were only two representing Manchester out of sixteen, and that the name 

of Mr Armitage was utterly unknown to the large body of the Manchester shareholders to whom 
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the election would be a disappointment. (Manchester Guardian, 27 March 1879; Railway Times, 29 

March 1879) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £1,952-07-7d, recommended to be accepted for construction of a 

temporary station at the end of the Prestwich line in Corporation Street, Manchester. Also that of 

Handyside & Co. £1,138, for ironwork etc., in renewal of the viaduct at Gathurst. (L&YR Minutes, 9 

April 1879) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £3,200, to be accepted for new passenger station at Sandhills. (L&YR

Minutes, 16 April 1879) 

A motion by Mr Fielden to discontinue carrying third class passengers by all trains was lost. (L&YR

Minutes, 16 April 1879) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations; between Miles Platting and Rochdale; between 

Rochdale and Sowerby Bridge; between Sowerby Bridge and Mirfield; between Wigan and 

Southport; Bankfield goods station, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1879) 

It is understood that the L&YR will soon open the Manchester to Whitefield railway. At Manchester 

a temporary station will be erected off Corporation Street at the foot of what is known as Jacobs 

Ladder, till the workhouse buildings have been removed from New Bridge Street, and a permanent 

station has been built. (Middleton Guardian, 3 May 1879) 

Bootle is suffering from a railway grievance. At yesterday’s meeting on Wednesday, 14th. May, the 

town council complaints were made that the L&YR had taken no steps to carry out their promise to 

make Bootle a first class station with first class accommodation; and the town clerk was directed to 

inform the directors that unless some alterations were made to meet requirements of the 

inhabitants, the attention of the Board of Trade or the Railway Commissioners would be called to 

the matter. (Courier, 15 May 1879) 

Tender of Siddell & Co. £3,405-10-0d, recommended to be accepted for approach to goods yard at 

Clitheroe. (L&YR Minutes, 21 May 1879) 

The new island platform at Preston station, 1,400 feet long by 121 feet at its widest, will probably be 

ready for use in July. There are two bay roads into the south end and another platform to the east 

of the island, separated by two tracks. From Preston to Euxton the railway is being doubled on the 

east side. At Leyland a new goods yard and sheds have been constructed and are now in use. At 

Farington sidings for exchange traffic will be provided. (Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1879) 

It is understood that the Manchester and Radcliffe railway will be opened to Prestwich on 1st July 

1879. A temporary station is now being erected at the Manchester end. (Manchester Guardian & 

Manchester Evening News, 30 May 1879) 

Report of the Chatburn and Hellifield railway to open, between Chatburn and Gisburn. (Blackburn 

Standard, 31 May 1879) 

June 
The L&YR announce the opening of the railway from Chatburn to Gisburn on and after Monday, 2nd

June 1879 

This morning, Tuesday, 3rd. June, an excursion train was run into at Burnley by a pilot engine. The 

train was an excursion from Wakefield to Windermere and was returning to Wakefield. A pilot 
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engine following ran into the last carriage. Seven passengers were injured. A correspondent 

telegraphs; About a quarter to two o’clock this morning, whilst an excursion train was returning from 

Windermere to Wakefield when standing near Towneley station an engine came round the curve there at a 

good speed and dashed into the passenger train, smashed the guard’s van and threw it off the metals.

(Manchester Evening News, 3 June 1879) 

The new railway between Chatburn and Hellifield, which has been in course of construction during 

the past five years, has been inspected by Major Marindin, and has been approved. The portion 

between Chatburn and Gisburn, 5¼ miles, was opened for goods and passenger traffic on Monday, 

2nd June 1879; but the remainder, about 6¾ miles will not be run over for two or three months, the 

station at Hellifield, where the line joins the MR to Carlisle, not having  been erected. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 June 1879, Engineer, 6 June 1879, p.407) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (6 June 1879) 

Tender of A Handyside, £5,890, to be accepted for strengthening the roof of Victoria station. (L&YR

Minutes, 11 June 1879) 

Report of an accident at No.3 colliery of T Fletcher & Sons near to Bradley Fold station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 June 1879) 

July 
Tenders recommended to be accepted; for removal and widening of Trinity Street bridge Bolton. 

Ironwork, De Bergue, £4,646; masonry, W Dransfield, £1,175. (L&YR Minutes, 1 July 1879) 

Tenders to be accepted; G Atkins, £1,882 October 8d, for asphalting 56 arches of the viaduct on the 

Ardwick branch; De Bergue, £1,378, for ironwork for new approach to passenger station at Sowerby 

Bridge; J Gartside, £670, for masonry of the last; R Neill & Sons, £4,700, recovering roof over the 

Oldham and Ashton platforms at Victoria station. (L&YR Minutes, 9 July 1879)  

The L&YR announce a new weekday service of through trains is now running from Bacup to Bolton 

at 8.00am, 8.45am. 12.35pm, and 3.20pm; and from Bolton to Bacup at 9.27am, 11.58am, 3.27pm, 

and 4.55pm in connection at Bolton with trains to and from Southport, Liverpool and Blackpool. 

(Manchester Evening News, 10 July 1879) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Prestwich; and at Whitefield. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 July 1879) 

A Board of Trade report respecting the collision which occurred on the 3rd ult., near Towneley 

station, on the Burnley branch of the L&YR, when an excursion train from Windermere to 

Wakefield – consisting of engine and tender, front brake van, one second class, one first class, nine 

third class, one first class, and one second class carriages, and rear brake van – which had been 

stopped by a signal at Towneley station, and was standing with the engine at the up starting signal, 

the tail of the train being about twenty five yards outside the up home signal, was run into from 

behind by the Burnley branch pilot engine which had followed it from Burnley in order to assist it up 

the incline, shows that the collision was due to the want of care on the part of the driver of the 

Burnley pilot engine, while engaged in the dangerous operation of pursuing the Wakefield excursion 

train, in order to overtake it and assist it up the incline. (Engineer, 11 July 1879, p.29) 

Report complaining about the state of the stations at Wigan, both L&YR and LNWR, due to mining 

subsidence and the Town Council suggest a new and joint station. (Manchester Guardian, 15 July 

1879) 

An accident occurred at Victoria station yesterday, 14th. July, at noon, when the 1.00pm train from 

Bury, via Heywood, just as it entered the station ran off the points, smashed the rails and turned 
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completely round, blocking all traffic to and from the station. The line was not cleared until 4.00pm. 

(Courier, 15 July 1879) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £1,814-13-0d, less £450 for old materials, recommended to be accepted for 

retaining wall on the workhouse land, Victoria station. Ormerod, Grierson & Co. final certificate for 

the Goole coal tips, totals £1,566-17-0d; the amount of the tender being £1,448. Mr Meek has 

arranged for Waller to build Radcliffe station at the same schedule of prices as for Chatburn station. 

(L&YR Minutes, 15 July 1879) 

Southport Corporation invite tenders for the construction of bridges over the L&YR and West 

Lancashire Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 25 July 1879)

A correspondent writes; May I beg you to find space to expose a dangerous and disgraceful practical joke 

that formed the chief and all-absorbing amusement of the L&YR company’s servants at Wigan station this 

(Thursday) evening, and which was practised on the passengers by the 7.00pm express train from Southport 

to Manchester, which was caused to pass over not fewer than ten or twelve fog signals; in fact a perfect 

cannonade, as it was entering the station. Now , sir, I am quite well acquainted with the use of these 

detonators, and I allow that one, two, or three explosions may be permitted even for amusement but just 

imagine our consternation in the front coaches to find ourselves enveloped in smoke, and deafened with the 

uproar. (Manchester Evening News, 25 July 1879) 

[…] (At Wigan) […] Notice – “As from 6.00am Monday 27th February 1879 the absolute block 

regulations must be strictly adhered to in working trains through the station with the following 

modifications between the goods yard cabin and the Southport Junction cabin, viz. when the line has 

not been given ‘clear’ from the cabin in advance and it is necessary to allow a second train to enter 

the station, the second train must be stopped or brought nearly to a stand at the home signal when 

you must exhibit the usual caution signal to the driver of the approaching train, lower your home 

signal and exhibit the caution signal until it has passed your cabin.” (Accident on 26 July 1879)) 

Report of an accident at Wigan station on Saturday, 26th. July when a LNW train from Warrington 

to Southport ran into an L&YR train due to leave Wigan station for Rainford Junction. The driver 

being unable to see the other train until close to it. The station along the whole length being 

propped up with blocks of timber, the subsidence of the ground owing, it is supposed, to mining 

operations, having almost pulled in the building. (Manchester Evening News, 28 July 1879) 

Tender of T Brassey & Co. £1,560, recommended to be accepted for strengthening bridge carrying the 

Liverpool and Bury line over the public road at Sandhills station; also that of J Roberts, £2,885-13-0d, 

for warehouses at Prestwich and Whitefield.  

The Board of Trade has sanctioned, subject to certain conditions, the opening for passenger traffic 

from Cheetham Hill Junction to Whitefield station and also the Clayton West branch line. (L&YR

Minutes, 30 July 1879) 

August 
A singular accident happened at the Wigan station of the L&YR on Saturday afternoon. The through 

train from the LNW line from the south to Southport ran into the station at too great a speed, and 

crashed into the local market train, which was standing at the end of the platform. One carriage full 

of passengers was lifted four feet in the air, the occupants being much bruised and shaken. Several 

had their heads cut, and a young lady had one of her fingers mutilated. (Engineer, 1 August 1879, 

p.83) 

The L&YR invite that the stations at Prestwich and Whitefield are now open for goods and mineral 

traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 2 August 1879; Manchester Evening News, 7 August 1879) 
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The L&YR and the LNWR invite tenders for the construction of a goods and coal depot at Hill House, 

Huddersfield. (Manchester Guardian, 11 August 1879) 

Walsh’s final certificate for the engine and boiler houses at Rochdale:  £3,061 03 1d. 

Brownley’s final certificate for the engine shed at Wigan:  £7,826-15-0d, the contract sum being 

£6,851-03-0d. 

Dransfield final certificate for the viaduct to the coal tips at Goole, £6,906-03-6d, against the estimate 

of £7,000. (L&YR Minutes, 13 August 1879) 

Report of the directors for the L&YR meeting to be held on 21st August 1879. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 August 1879) 

The L&YR directors report the expense of £10,492 for the extension of the block system. (Railway 

Times, 16 August 1879) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 21st August 1879. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 August 1879; Railway Times, 23 August 1879) 

The L&YR announce that the railway to Prestwich and Whitefield will be opened for passenger 

traffic on and after Monday, 1st September 1879. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1879; 

Manchester Evening News, 29 August 1879) 

The L&YR announce special passenger trains between Ducie Bridge station, Manchester, and Heaton 

Park station on Saturday, 30th August 1879 from 2.00pm to 4.30pm for the Grand Review and Sham 

Fight at Heaton Park. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1879) 

A further portion of the river Irk by Walkers Croft was covered by the new Manchester Grammar 

School extension. (Manchester Guardian, 27 August 1879) 

The new line of the L&YR through Cheetham Hill to Prestwich and Bury will be opened for 

passengers on Saturday next, 30th. August as far as Heaton Park and on Monday, 1st. September as 

far as Whitefield. The partial opening on Saturday of the line is due to the review and sham fight at 

Heaton Park. The trains will start from the temporary station which is being put up at Ducie Bridge 

in Corporation Street. Victoria station being now so fully occupied as to exclude any further 

demands upon it for new traffic. (Manchester Evening News, 27 August 1879)  

Illustration and description of J A F Aspinall patent automatic brake. (Engineer, 29 August 1879, 

p.166,169) 

September 
The Board of Trade has authorised the opening of the temporary station in Corporation Street, 

Manchester, and the short line connected with it. (L&YR Minutes, 3 September 1879) 

Accident at Liverpool Exchange on 4th October 1879. (Accident report) 

The L&YR line between Manchester and Whitefield was opened on Tuesday, 2nd September 1879 

(sic). Until the proposed extension of Victoria station has been carried out the trains will depart and 

arrive at a small temporary station which has been erected at Ducie Bridge. A service of about 

fourteen trains on weekdays and five on Sundays will no doubt be sufficient for the traffic. 

(Middleton Albion, 6 September 1879) 

A review of regular and volunteer forces at Heaton Park took place on Saturday, 30th August 1879 

with about 3,000 to 4,000 men. Unlike previous years the public were allowed to witness the 

spectacle. The troops, headed by their bands, marched to Victoria station from whence special trains 
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took them to Heaton Park station, the first time the line had been used for passenger traffic, thus 

avoiding the wearisome march through Cheetham Hill. For the return they did march back to 

Manchester. (Middleton Albion, 6 September 1879) 

Tender of J Tillotson, £1,700, recommended to be accepted for strengthening and renewal of three 

bridges, at Rochdale, Castleton and Hebden Bridge. (L&YR Minutes, 10 September 1879) 

The new line of railway from Shepley to Clayton West, near Huddersfield, has now been opened for 

passenger traffic. (Engineering, 12 September 1879, p.215) 

The L&YR have circularised some of the largest mercantile houses in Blackley to ascertain their 

probable freight in the event of an extension of the present railway running through Crumpsall. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 September 1879) 

Letter complaining of the number of compartments “engaged” for card playing on the L&YR trains 

between Manchester and Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 16 September 1879) 

J Roberts has not yet made a start on the warehouses at Prestwich and Whitefield. R Neill & Sons to 

be asked whether they will reduce their tender from £3,170. (L&YR Minutes, 17 September 1879) 

For some years past a new railway station has been in course of erection in Preston, which, when 

finally completed, will be one of the largest in England. It extends under Fishergate, the principal 

street in the town, occupying several acres both north and south of that thoroughfare, and an 

enormous sum has been expended in the purchase of land for the rebuilding and enlargement of the 

station. The greater portion of the new station is to be opened next week. The part to be opened 

contains several new lines of metals, a new approach road from Fishergate to the station, also new 

booking offices, about one half of what has been named the great Highland (sic) platform, together  

with dining room and refreshment rooms, and also what is called the waiting room block, which 

includes the station master’s and other offices. The station has been erected at the joint expense of 

the LNW and L&Y Companies. (The Builder, 20 September 1879) 

On Saturday morning, 20th September 1879 the fine new railway station at Preston, which has been 

built at a cost of over £260,000, was opened. The station jointly belongs to the LNW and the L&YR

Companies, and it is in the opinion of eminent railway engineers the finest roadside station in 

Europe. Before the whole work is completed another year will probably elapse. The platforms are 

nearly a quarter of a mile in length, and the island platform is 121 feet wide. The new buildings and 

roofing cover an area of over five acres. The waiting, refreshment, and dining, rooms are large, 

commodious, and well furnished. The booking blocks, parcel, and other offices are as large as will be 

found in any provincial town. The station is approached by an easy incline from Fishergate, at the 

base of which is the covered cab stand, and the noble entrance block. Then comes the waiting room 

block, 163 feet long, the refreshment room, 195 feet long, and the miscellaneous offices, 131 feet 

long, and each 35 feet wide. At the south end of the platform is a dock with two pairs of metals, 313 

feet long. The old stone tunnel which pierced Fishergate has been razed and a fine iron girder bridge, 

128 feet wide, has been put in its place. At the east side of the island platform are to be two sets of 

rails, and east of them an intermediate platform 28 feet wide. There will also be two other lines of 

rails and another small platform. The contractors for the work are Cooper and Tullis, of Preston. 

This, however, is not the only improvement the two companies are effecting. For some time past 

the existing lines for some miles on each side of Preston have  been far  too  inadequate for  the  

traffic.  Some time ago the companies bought property from Preston station to Maudland, and this 

has been razed  and  the  line  made double   the  width  up  to the point where the junction of the 

Preston and Wyre Railway takes place. The doubling of the line will considerably facilitate the 

despatch of the trains  from Preston, which  is  not only  the terminus of the East Lancashire line, 

but receives a vast amount  of  traffic  for north and  south  from every  part  of  the  country. The 
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North Union has also acquired sufficient land for six miles on the south of the station to double 

the lines […]. The doubling of the line has been almost completed  up  to  Euxton  Junction, the 

point where the joint ownership ceases […] two large bridges have been thrown over  the  railway 

at Leyland and  Farington crossings, and smaller bridges at other points. A commodious brick goods 

shed has been built at Leyland, and other goods yards have been built. Sidings have been put in at 

Farington, and at several other points. The splendid stone span which crosses the Ribble Valley is 

being doubled in width to admit of the widening of the railway, and this, through the Preston 

Corporation insisting on stone being used in the five spans, is proving the most expensive work. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 September 1879) 

Neill’s final certificate for the carriage works at Newton Heath, £122,133 09 8d, the contract being for 

£98,330. (L&YR Minutes, 24 September 1879) 

Last Saturday, 20th September 1879 two years from the date of laying the first stone, the new stone 

viaduct over the valley at Denby Dale was finished by the fixing of the keystone of the last arch. This 

is one of the most substantial works in the railway world. Its length is 1,100 feet, and greatest height 

126 feet, and it consists of twenty one arches of forty feet span, supported by sixteen piers and six 

abutments. The contractors are Naylor Bros, who, with eight steam engines and fifteen horses, have 

moved 100,000 tons of material, or about 200 tons for every working day. The estimated quantity of 

timber and plant is 1,000 tons. (Engineer, 26 September 1879, p.237) 

The new viaduct over Denby Dale on the Huddersfield and Penistone route was completed on 

Saturday. This is described as “one of the most substantial works in the railway world.” It is 1,100ft long, 

greatest depth 126ft and it consists of 21 arches of 40ft span supported by 16 piers and 6 abutments. 

Messrs Naylor Bros. are the contractors. They have used eight steam engines in building the viaduct, 

with these 100,000 tons of material have been moved, or about 200 tons per working day. There 

have been 1,000 tons of timber and plant employed. (Engineering, 26 September 1879, p.246) 

October 
Passenger trains between Bolton and Astley Bridge will be discontinued by the L&YR. 

Notwithstanding that for some time past three trains have been run daily, Sundays excepted, the 

average number of passengers booked each day at Bolton during the last month has been only ten, 

and on more than one occasion empty trains have been despatched. (Manchester Guardian & 

Manchester Evening News, 1 October 1879) 

The terminal station at Goole of the L&YR was today thrown out of use after being open forty 

years. All trains on that system are now run into the NE station of the Hull, Goole and Doncaster 

line of railway. The towns of Hull, Goole and Thorne are thus placed in direct communication with 

the metropolis by the early newspaper trains. (Engineering, 3 October 1879, p.271) 

[…] (At Liverpool Exchange) there are three platforms at the station and seven lines of rails of which 

1 and 4 are carriage sidings the remainder are passenger lines.  (Accident report, 4 October 1879) 

The sudden determination of the L&YR with only a few days’ notice, to throw out of use the Aire 

Street terminus of their railway at Goole has caused much dissatisfaction, the station being near the 

docks and very centrally situated so far as the town is concerned. At a meeting held on Friday 

evening, 3rd October 1879, it was stated that the alteration had been made without the knowledge, 

or convenience, of the Aire and Calder Navigation, on whose property the station is built, and that 

Mr Bartholomew, their general manager, was in communication with the railway company to protest 

against the change is likely to seriously interfere with the trade of the port. It was also decided to 

communicate with Lord Houghton, a director of the railway company, asking him to take such steps 

as will lead to a reconsideration of the subject by his co-directors. (Manchester Guardian, 6 October 

1879) 
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A man was killed on Saturday afternoon, 4th. October, whilst working at Salford goods station 

engaged in taking down a gantry connected with a steam travelling crane at New Bailey goods yard. 

(Courier, 7 October 1879) 

Although the new line from Castleford (NE station) in connexion with the L&Y system has been 

completed about two years, it has not been opened. The railway companies have been asked to 

open the branch as soon as possible. (Engineering, 10 October 1879, p.290) 

An assistant to Mr. Agar, clockmaker, of Bury, was proceeding along the L&YR at Fazakerley, on 

Tuesday afternoon, 14th. October, his business being to regulate railway clocks, when he was struck 

in the back by the Manchester express before the driver could pull up and was killed. (Manchester 

Evening News, 16 October 1879) 

A short time since we announced the opening of a new section of the L&YR Company’s system, 

connecting Manchester and Whitefield. The new line is about six miles in length and it is proposed 

to ultimately extend it to Bury. The present extension affords a boon to the residents of Crumpsall 

and Heaton Park, who have hitherto had to fall back upon ‘buses as the only means of regular 

communication with Manchester. The construction of the line, though somewhat costly, will, we 

have little doubt, prove a profitable scheme, and will also materially benefit the neighbourhoods of 

Crumpsall and Heaton Park, by holding out an important inducement to people to reside there. The 

stations erected at these two paces are, according to Major Marindin, the Board of trade inspector, 

“model stations”.  

They certainly are well planned and comfortable places, very much above the average of small 

roadside stations, and totally unlike any we have seen before on the L&Y system. The line being 

considerably below the road level makes the arrangement of the station buildings a matter of 

consideration. At Crumpsall the road runs parallel with the line. The booking office and general 

waiting room forms the entrance to the station. This room is 16 yards by 10 yards, the booking 

office being formed by means of a partition. From this room exit is made on to a covered bridge 

crossing the line, with stairs down to the platforms, the first flight to the Whitefield platform, and 

the other to the Manchester one. The total length of the platform is 200 yards by 4 yards, the 

covered-in portion being 40 yards by 9 yards. This covered portion extends the whole width of the 

platform, as will be seen from the figures given, a convenience not usually afforded to passengers at 

stations of this class.  

The accommodation, in the shape of waiting rooms, etc., is conveniently arranged, though we think a 

little more waiting room accommodation might, with propriety, both as regards expense and traffic, 

have been provided at Crumpsall. There are ladies’ and gentlemen’s waiting rooms on either 

platform, together with conveniences. One good idea in connection with the planning of these 

stations is the placing of the lamp rooms and porter’s room in a small detached block a little distance 

from the rest of the buildings. This arrangement might with advantage be reproduced in future 

station erections. Heaton Park station differs from that at Crumpsall only in the placing of the 

booking office room, which, owing to the road crossing the railway, is situated on the tunnel midway 

between the two platforms, so that the covered bridge connecting the platforms is entered from 

this room exactly in the centre. The buildings are all of brick, faced with the Ruabon white bricks, 

supplied by J C Edwards. Hawksley’s patent steps have been used in the approaches to the bridges, 

supplied by Messrs Park, of Brinscall. The coping stones of the platform are about four feet wide, 

having a projection of about a foot. This latter idea is a very good one, allowing as it does more 

ground space than usual between the platform and the metals in case of accident. For the glazed 

portions of the roofs of both stations, equalling about 8,000 feet, Shelley’s patent has been used.  

In the British Architect of 31st January 1879 we fully described this system of glazing, and though we 

had not, at that time, seen it in practical use, felt able from examination of the principles of its 

construction in recommending its adoption. That recommendation we can further endorse after 
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seeing its application at the Heaton Park and Crumpsall stations. We were enabled to test our 

inspection of it at the stations, and our previously formed opinion by an examination of a full sized 

model of the system […]. Mr Green, the architect to the L&YR Company, confirms our opinion of 

the practicability of Messrs Shelley and Co.’s. glazing, by informing us that he considered the system 

one of the best at present in use […]. The Radcliffe station roofs on the L&YR are also being glazed 

on this system, there being about 10,000 feet to be executed, and the patent is, we understand, to 

be adopted at the alterations connected with the Victoria station, Manchester. Zinc roofing has also 

been executed at these stations by F Brady of Liverpool. Messrs Leech Bros., of Manchester, 

supplied the fire grates, etc. The architect for the stations is Mr Green, the company’s architect, and 

Major Marindin’s compliment is, perhaps, the best criterion as to the improvement Mr Green has 

affected in the designing of small roadside stations. The engineer for the construction of the line is 

Mr Meek, engineer to the company, Mr Hunt being the assistant engineer. J T Waller, of London, is 

the contractor for the whole of the work, Mr Knowell acting as his agent. (British Architect, 17 

October 1879) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the deviation of the line and the erection of a new station at Waterloo. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 October 1879) 

A fatal accident occurred on Tuesday afternoon at Radcliffe Bridge, on the L&Y line, between 

Manchester and Bury. Two carriage inspectors were at their work, when an engine, the approach of 

which they were unaware, came up and threw them off the line. One was thrown into a ditch and 

died on the way to Manchester Infirmary, the other received serious injuries. (Engineer, 17 October 

1879, p.287) 

Board of Trade return of continuous brakes to 30th June 1879. Both types of brakes on the L&YR, 

the Fay and the Newall, are fitted to 2,091 carriages which have covered 3,787,000 miles; 41 stock 

were fitted with these brakes during the half year. (Engineer, 17 October 1879, p.287) 

The West Lancashire Railway invite tenders for the construction of a single line branch railway from 

Hesketh Bank to Tarleton. (Manchester Guardian, 18 October 1879) 

The new LNWR station at Lime Street, Liverpool, was opened on Monday, 20th October 1879. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 October 1879) 

The North Union Railway invite tenders for the construction of station buildings at Farington and 

Leyland. (Manchester Guardian, 23 October 1879) 

The LNW have decided upon the general plans of their proposed new station in Victoria Street. It 

will be built upon the site of the old property lying between Greengate, Chapel Street and the Irwell, 

and will have its principal approach in Victoria Street from a point opposite the Cromwell 

Monument. The Salford approach will commence at the junction of New Blackfriars Street with 

Chapel Street, and will ascend to the level of the new station at a gradient of 1 in 25. A bridge will 

be built across the Irwell and Chapel Street and a clean sweep will thus be made of a considerable 

quantity of old buildings in Greengate and Chapel Street. The Salford approach will be about 45 feet 

wide and 80 feet in length from the face of Chapel Street. (Manchester Evening News, 28 October 

1879) 

The tender of T Waller, £1,100, to be accepted for a warehouse at Gisburn. (L&YR Minutes, 29 

October 1879) 

The L&YR have just recently given out their order for iron chairs in the Lancashire district. 

(Engineer, 31 October 1879, p.339) 

Report of an accident at Wigan on 26th July 1879 when the 2.55pm passenger train from Bolton to 

Rainford was standing at the down platform of the Wigan station when it was run into from behind 
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by the 3.05pm train of the LNW from Warrington to Southport. Thirteen passengers were injured, 

eleven being in the L&Y train, and two in the LNW train. The rolling stock sustained very little 

damage. The junction between the two railways is at a point about 660 yards south of the Wigan 

station, and to a distance of about 187 yards from the station there are four lines of rails, two up 

and two down, and the points of the junction are worked from the goods yard signal cabin, about 

midway between Wigan Junction signal cabin and the centre of the station. The points at the north 

end of the junction and the up station signals are worked from the Southport Junction cabin, which 

commands a view of the station, while the goods yard box does not. The down home signals are 322 

yards south of the centre of the platform, and after passing them a train has to run about 150 yards 

before coming in view of the station, while at the time of the accident the presence if struts and 

shores supporting the station roof still further obscured the view, so that the driver of the LNW 

train could not see the tail of the standing train until he was within 50 yards of it.  

The tender of the LNW train was fitted with a hand brake, and the driver controlled a chain brake 

on the two front vehicles, while the guard operated a second chain brake applied to his van, and the 

two adjacent carriages in front. The line between the goods yard and the Southport cabins is 

worked on the block system with this modification, that when the latter has not given the former 

the signal “line clear,” and it is desired to admit a second train into the station, this second train 

must be warned at the home signal to stop, or advance with caution. The L&Y train, which is timed 

to stop at Wigan for 20 minutes, is usually shunted to allow the other to pass, but on the occasion 

in question this was neglected, owing to the temporary absence of the station master, while the 

Southport Junction and the goods yard signalmen made, one or both, a mistake in working the 

telegraph, the former asserting that he allowed the LNW train to pass, having received “line clear,” 

from the Southport Junction, the latter denying this, and urging that such a mistake on his part was 

impossible as the standing train was in view, and was not due to quit the station for some time. The 

unfortunate position of the Wigan station, which renders it invisible from the south, is favourable to 

the occurrence of such accidents as this, and Major Marindin suggests the establishment of an 

additional down signal to be placed between the goods yard cabin and the south end of the station, 

and to be worked from the Southport cabin. These would not by stop signals, but would intimate 

that a train was ahead at the station, and approaching trains, on seeing them at danger, would pull up 

under them, and then draw forward to the station. (Engineering, 31 October 1879, p.346) 

November 
The tender of W Smith, £14,600, recommended to be accepted for deviation line and erection of a 

new station at Waterloo. (L&YR Minutes, 5 November 1879) 

Report of an accident at Smithy Bridge at four o’clock this morning, Tuesday, 25th. November when 

a mail goods train from Normanton to Manchester ran into another train which was being shunted. 

(Manchester Evening News, 25 November 1879) 

The L&YR propose opening their new line from Manchester through to Radcliffe on the 1st. 

December. It is intended to run the whole of the Bacup trains over the new line. There will be 24 

trains from Radcliffe to Manchester and 29 trains from Manchester to Radcliffe. (Manchester Evening 

News, 26 November 1879)  

The L&YR announce the opening on Monday, 1st December 1879 of the railway from Whitefield to 

Radcliffe and Bury and Bolton for passenger traffic. Passenger trains will run between Ducie Bridge 

station and Radcliffe and Bolton. Trains between Manchester and Bacup, with some exception, via 

Clifton Junction will run to and from Ducie Bridge via Prestwich. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

November 1879) 

The LNW have commenced clearing a large area extending from the Irwell to the middle of Chapel 

Street for their new station. (Manchester Evening News, 27 November 1879) 
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December 
The tender of E Taylor, £3,500, to be accepted for new warehouse at Hollinwood. (L&YR Minutes, 10 

December 1879) 

The L&YR have, at last, undertaken in good earnest, says the Bootle Times, the preliminary steps 

towards the erection of the sorely needed new station at Waterloo, near Liverpool. It will be 

situated to the south east of the present station, the line of rails being diverted some forty yards to 

the east for that purpose. The South Road crossing is to be raised about four feet, and the present 

lines being lowered in place of the existing level crossing. In the centre of this bridge there will be 

abroad flight of steps leading to the new station below, which is to be between the lines of rails, thus 

forming on either hand an arrival and departure platform with waiting rooms, booking offices, and 

general station buildings between the two. The station itself is to be of white and red brick in the 

Gothic style of architecture, and will be both handsome and commodious. The platform length will 

be about 250 yards, with a width of 60 feet. With this arrangement of station and platforms, no 

crossing of the line is necessary and the waiting rooms and other accommodation are equally 

available for departing and arriving passengers. A new goods station is to be formed partly from the 

existing station, with a frontage of about 400 yards to the Brighton Road. The alterations will 

necessitate the construction of a new street, and it is estimated that the works will be completed in 

from twelve to fifteen months. The contractor is W H Smith, of Bank Hall. (Engineer, 12 December 

1879, p.429; The Builder, 13 December 1879) 

The tender of W Dransfield, £269, recommended to be accepted for masonry in renewal of bridge 

over canal at Knottingley. 

Siddall’s final certificate for the extension of the warehouse at Hebden Bridge £6,319 February 4d, 

the tender price being £5,833-13-0d. (L&YR Minutes, 17 December 1879) 

A fire was discovered in the parcel office at Victoria station shortly before four o’clock this morning, 

Thursday, 18th. December,. There were flames in the apartment under the office which is used as a 

2nd class refreshment room. The fire was put out before the fire brigade arrived. (Manchester 

Evening News, 18 December 1879) 

Mr Tillotson having declined to proceed with the strengthening of bridges at Castleton, Rochdale, and 

Hebden Bridge, the work to be offered to De Bergue at their tender price of £1,950. (L&YR Minutes, 

23 December 1879) 

The L&Y and LNW railways announce a contest for the design of an hotel adjoining Preston station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 24 December 1879) 

Report of an accident at Accrington on Friday, 26th. December when an empty train was derailed on 

the viaduct. (Manchester Evening News, 27 December 1879) 
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1880 — 1889 
1880 
January 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway at Standish. (Manchester Guardian, 

2 January 1880) 

An accident occurred at the L&YR station at Accrington on Friday evening, 26th December 1879, 

which is the second accident within a year precisely of a similar nature, and the third within a few 

years. The arches, on which passenger trains are shunted, are from forty feet to fifty or sixty feet 

above the street level; and on Friday night an empty train from Todmorden, while being shunted, left 

the metals at the points, plunged into the wall, and knocked down the heavy stone coping into the 

street below. It is locally argued that a new station could be erected at the Whalley Road end of this 

dangerous viaduct. (Engineer, 2 January 1880, p.9) 

Of the railways in the medium rank, the L&YR Company is one of those which are committed to 

comparatively large capital expenditure. During the first half of 1879 it spent no less than £426,248 

of additional capital, nearly three fourths of which was on lines and works in course of construction. 

During the last half of last year it was estimated that £668,390 would be spent, so that the amount is 

rising; and to complete the works in progress it is estimated that from the beginning of 1880 there 

would be needed close upon two millions sterling, the exact amount being £1,949,838. Part, 

however, of the lines on which this large expenditure has been incurred are becoming remunerative.  

The Cheetham Hill, Prestwich, and Radcliffe line is practically completed, the branch to Clayton 

West, the Hollinwood line, and the Brighouse branch extension may be also classed in the same 

category, though some considerable expenditure remains. So far as reliable data informs us the 

West Riding branch lines have had expended upon them no less than £310,656 up to the middle of 

last year, and the recent rate of expenditure was £3,500 monthly. On the North Lancashire loop line 

£348,716 had been spent up to that time the recent rate being very slight. The Ripponden and 

Stainland branches cost to the middle of last year £595,760. Under the works included in the Act of 

1871, £728,846 was expended and for the last half of 1879 the estimated monthly expenditure was 

£5,000, the works including Astley Bridge and Chatburn and Hellifield branches.  

The Act of 1872 includes the costly Cheetham Hill, Prestwich, and Radcliffe and Hollinwood and 

Hoddlesden branches, and up to the end of last June £1,296,258 had been expended on them, the 

cost since that date being at the rate of £26,000 monthly. In the Act of 873 the Manchester loop line 

and Kearsley branches were included, and £399,088 had been expended up to the middle of 1876, 

the rate since then being £3,300 a month. The remaining works include the doubling of the Bacup 

branch, the Liverpool station works and others of moment, and the Fleetwood dock works. On the 

latter £344,487 had been expended up to the middle of last year, and the works are now removed 

from the list of those claiming money. It will be seen from these brief facts that the rate of 

expenditure cannot be long at its present rate, and that a material diminution may be seedily 

expected, whilst the opening of some of the lines in whole or part should cause the revenue of the 

company to present a less depressing appearance than it did during the greater part of last year. 

(Engineer, 9 January 1880, p.32) 
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Following a letter of complaint from Accrington town council the L&YR secretary replied; I have 

submitted to the directors your letter of the 31st. December and in reply I am desired to inform you that the 

accident in question would not have occurred but for the negligence of one of the company’s servants, who 

has been discharged. The subject of improving the accommodation for working traffic at the station has not 

been lost sight of by the directors; and a contract has been let for certain alterations which will facilitate the 

mode of working the traffic at the station, and reduce to a minimum any further chance of accident. It is 

expected this work will very shortly be proceeded with, the contractor being at the present time engaged in 

making the necessary preparations in his workshops. Yours obediently, J. H. Stafford, Secretary. 

(Manchester Evening News, 9 January 1880) 

An accident occurred on the L&YR at Ramsbottom on Saturday, 3rd January 1880. The Scotch 

express, which left Accrington at 11.20pm, was timed to pass Ramsbottom at 11.35pm. A train of 

empty carriages was crossing the main line, the engine having just entered, when the express dashed 

into it. The buffers and framework of both engines were smashed and the tender of the empty train 

was broken to pieces, and three carriages were damaged. The driver and fireman of the empty train 

jumped off and escaped injury, but William Morris, the fireman, and John Platt, the guard of the 

express were much injured, and three passengers slightly hurt. The driver of the express had no 

knowledge of another train being in his way until the collision occurred. The line was blocked for 

four hours. (Railway Times, 10 January 1880) 

Seven passengers were killed on Thursday, 15th January 1880 between Ormskirk and Burscough 

Junction in a collision between two passenger trains. (Manchester Evening News, & Manchester 

Courier, 16 January 1880; Middleton Albion, 17 January 1880) 

The L&YR are to alter the Accrington station. A contract has been entered into by the L&YR and 

Messrs. Taylor, of Littleborough, for the erection of a new central platform. This will be constructed 

opposite the present platform, and in order to find room for it an old wooden carriage shed has 

been taken away. (Manchester Evening News, 20 January 1880) 

The tender of A Handyside, £4,225, recommended to be accepted for renewal in iron of the viaduct at 

Radcliffe. (L&YR Minutes 27 January 1880) 

February 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Lower Darwen. (Manchester Guardian, 

2 February 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a connecting line at Burnden, Bolton. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 February 1880) 

William Smith, contractor for the Waterloo diversion, to be allowed to fill up the ground under the 

North Mersey viaduct to the level of the adjoining roads. (L&YR Minutes 11 February 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a bridge under Lyon Street, Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 12 February 

1880) 

Tender of Eastwood Swingler & Co. £7,068, to be accepted for ironwork in renewal of four bridges, 

at Wakefield, Crofton and Aggbrig Bar on the Wakefield and Goole line, also that of R Neill & Sons, 

£4,850, for carriage sheds with roof lights at Newton Heath. (L&YR Minutes 17 February 1880) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 18th February 1880. (Manchester 

Evening News, 18 February 1880; Manchester Guardian, 19 February 1880) 

Tender of M Walmersley, £3,426-6-10d, recommended to be accepted for Burnden Fork, Bolton. 

(L&YR Minutes 25 February 1880) 
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A striking proof of the rapid change which has come over the iron trade during the last few months 

was afforded in the speech of the chairman of the L&YR at the meeting in Manchester last week. 

During the course of his remarks, Mr Barnes, observed that some months ago the directors took 

advantage of the unexampled low prices to contract, in anticipation, for a supply of steel rails 

sufficient for their requirements for the whole of the current year, and they were now selling their 

old rails at prices considerably in excess of the coast of the new. They had also thought it right to 

take advantage of the extremely low prices to enter into contract for 66 locomotives, and he 

thought he was within the limit in saying they had save about £200 per engine. (Engineer, 27 

February 1880, p.167) 

March 
Tender of R Neill & Sons, £14,746, to be accepted for shed for thirty two engines at Lower Darwen. 

(L&YR Minutes 3 March 1880) 

On Monday, 1st March 1880 the branch line from Chatburn to Hellifield, belonging to the L&YR, was 

opened for goods traffic from Gisburn to Hellifield, where a connection is made with the Midland

system. About fifty trains are now run daily. A new station at Hellifield junction is being vigorously 

pushed forward. (Engineer, 5 March 1880, p.175) 

The races advertisement states Aintree New Station, Cinder Lane. (Manchester Guardian, 6 March 

1880) 

Telegraph wires for the Victorian railways before the commencement of 1878 belonged to the 

Postal Department, which provided them in return for all monies received for telegrams 

transmitted. This arrangement proved to be satisfactory, and at the end of 1877 the principle that 

the Railway Department should construct its own telegraph lines was adopted, and a 

commencement made with one wire along the NER. This line was completed in July 1878, and the 

cost of the NE line was little less than £18 a mile. (Engineer, 12 March 1880, p.193) 

The L&Y, MS&L, LNW, and Midland railways have adopted a new system for the collection of 

parcels in Manchester for transit by passenger trains. Upon notice being given to the proper 

authorities, the company’s vans are sent at convenient intervals during the day to the warehouses or 

other places of business of the persons desiring to forward parcels, which are collected, conveyed to 

the stations, and sent by the next passenger trains to their destination. (Engineer, 12 March 1880, 

p.193) 

The East Lancashire platforms at the Preston new station are ready for use, but sometime will elapse 

before the whole station is completed. (Engineer, 12 March 1880, p.203) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new engine shed, workmen’s cottages, etc., at Hellifield. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 March 1880) 

Retaining wall for extension of Moncrieff Street, Bolton, to be let to W Dransfield, estimated cost 

£700. (L&YR Minutes 17 March 1880) 

A breakdown of a serious nature, though fortunately attended by nothing more serious than damage 

to permanent way and rolling stock, took place on the L&Y line, between Bescar Lane and New 

Lane, on the night of the 17th instant. The luggage train due out of Southport at 8.00pm had passed 

Bescar Lane, a considerable distance, when the springs of one of the wagons broke, and the wheels 

of the truck, with its contents, were thrown upon the opposite line of metals. The 8.30pm express 

train from Wigan was due at the time and in a minute or two could be distinctly heard approaching 

at full speed. A catastrophe seemed imminent; but the guard  ran forward with his lamp, waving the 

red light to and fro to attract the attention of the driver of the express, which was, it is said, only 

about 100 yards distant. The driver saw the light, and by an instantaneous application of the brakes, 
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and by reversing the engine, the express was stopped just clear of the debris. The up road was so 

damaged as to necessitate all the traffic being worked on the other line. (Engineer, 26 March 1880, 

p.229) 

A collision occurred on the 3rd of January upon the L&YR, near the Stubbins Junction, where the line 

from Bacup and that from Skipton join. It appears that a train of empty carriages was being shunted 

at Ramsbottom station, about 1,000 yards south of Stubbins Junction, when the driver saw the 

Skipton express running towards him at a high speed. He immediately reversed his engine, and was 

retreating at a rate of three or four miles an hour, when the collision occurred, the speed of the 

Skipton train being about 20 miles an hour. The cause of this accident was clearly due to the 

extraordinary carelessness if the Skipton driver, who passed through the junction at a speed of 50 

miles an hour, although the signals were against him. The guard of this train does not appear to have 

made any effort to check the train. (Engineering, 26 March 1880, p.242) 

Earnings of Locomotives. The earnings of L&YR locomotives over the previous half year was 

£2.434 (standing between £2.356 on the MR and £2.553 on the GNR) is not amiss considering how 

much these two counties have suffered by bad trade, and when we consider the disgraceful state of 

most of the rolling stock belonging to the L&YR the directors may with reason to congratulate 

themselves that their antediluvian locomotives have done so well. If on other lines locomotive 

practise were not so advanced the L&Y would be doing a service to the community if they gathered 

together about 300 of their engines and exhibited them as a collection of “pre-Adamite locomotives 

and obsolete practise in railway engineering”. As it is, there is no necessity for such a display, as the 

lessons it would teach were learnt about thirty years ago. (Railway Times, 27 March 1880) 

In reply to advertisements issued by the directors of the LNW and L&YR a number of designs for a 

large hotel at Preston were sent in, from which, as our readers have already been informed, the 

design submitted by Mr Thomas Mitchell of Oldham and Manchester, has been selected. We give a 

perspective view of it as it will appear seen from the Public Park, and plans of three floors. We add 

portions of the architect’s own description. The primary objects he sought to attain were:- 

1st. Ready access to and from the station 
2nd. Simplicity of internal arrangements so as to ensure effective supervision and comfort; and 
3rd. A picturesque exterior at reasonable cost, and independent of unnecessary ornamentation. 

The main frontage of the hotel will command views over the public gardens and surrounding district. 

The approach from the station platforms will be by subway extending under the lines of rails, and 

thence through a glass covered corridor in an open cutting to the main entrance to the hotel. After 

clearing the rails, the pathway gradually rises to the ground floor level. Passing below the carriage 

drive, it does not interfere either with it or the ornamental disposition of the ground. Other 

designers adopted in preference a bridge. The side walls of the glass covered corridor are to be 

panelled and faced with glazed bricks in neutral colours, forming a cheerful wall surface. These walls 

are surmounted with Longridge stone cope, or gutter, and roofed in with light iron principals, 

covered with Rendell’s patent glazing. 

Visitors reaching the hotel, either by road or rail, enter through a glass covered porch, or vestibule. 

On the right hand side, and within the hotel doors, is situated the porter’s office and luggage room, 

and on the left is a grand staircase. Directly facing, on entering, is the hotel office for securing 

rooms, etc. To the left, and distant by only a few yards, is the door of the coffee room. Passing along 

the corridor, we note on out left hand three private sitting rooms, then the public reading and 

writing rooms, public drawing room and ladies’ room, the latter with a bow window in the angle. All 

these rooms, and also the coffee room, face the Miller Park and gardens. 
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On the right hand, meantime, we have passed the visitors’ hoist, the luggage lift (entered from the 

porter’s room), and four rooms, two of which, by the withdrawal of a movable partition, are 

converted into a large room for the arbitration, or other meetings, and the two adjoining ones are 

then useable as anterooms. Otherwise, the four may become either bedrooms, or sitting rooms, as 

desired. Adjoining these are a servants’ staircase, and a room for spare bedding or furniture, so as to 

convert any sitting room on this floor into a bedroom should the occasion require it. 

In communication with the coffee room are the: coffee room bar, the serving rooms, waiter’s room, 

plate room, and housekeeper or manager’s private room, or office. 

“The coffee-room bar will have direct control (by a separate staircase there from) over the wine and beer 

cellars, and will thus be able to prevent the enormous waste and robbery existing where waiters have access 

to the cellars”. 

The serving room communicates with the kitchen premises and general store (which are directly 

overhead) by hoist and back staircase. 

Visitors may ascend the grand staircase and have their luggage sent by the porter’s lift, or, if they 

desire it, can be taken by hoist direct to their floor. The arrangement of the rooms on this level are 

similar, it will be seen, to that on the ground floor, namely, a broad central corridor, with rooms 

arranged on either hand.  

In order to provide for the greater height necessary for the coffee room, the apartments over this 

portion and in the tower are kept at a higher level, and approached by a broad flight of steps from 

the main landing. The tower, while forming an architectural feature, also acts in the ventilation of the 

whole of the building. The fronts are to be faced with clear, bright red bricks, equal in quality to 

those used for St Pancras Hotel, London. The stone dressings are to be of red Runcorn. The roof 

will be covered with red Staffordshire tiles to design. The corridors, staircases and lavatories are to 

have a dado of glazed wall tiles. The ventilation and heating are to be attended to by the Sanitary 

Engineering Company, of Victoria Street, Westminster. As to cost, the architect says the drawings 

have been submitted to a firm of building surveyors, and also to two firms of builders, and their 

estimates range from £29,201-17-5d to £33,000. The computed cubical content of the main building, 

the arcade, and the cellars is 1,016,647 cubic feet. (The Builder, 27 March 1880) 

April  
Tender of Taylor and Thompson, £1,550, to be accepted for retaining wall and other works at 

Sandhills. (L&YR Minutes 31 March 1880) Later rescinded and that of A Smith, £1,724, accepted. 

(L&YR Minutes 6 April 1880) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £8,244, recommended to be accepted for passenger station at Failsworth. 

Mr Nowell, whose tender for the new Halshaw Moor tunnel is the lowest, wishes to know whether it 

will be accepted, as he wishes to purchase the timber used at the Preston station. If new timber has to 

be bought, all tenders will be increased by £4,000. The board recommended to accept J D Nowell’s 

tender of £19,500. 

Major-General Hutchinson has reported to the Board of Trade the result of his inquiry into the 

circumstances connected with the collision which occurred on the 15th of January at Brickfield Siding, 

near Burscough Junction station, on the L&YR. In this case the 5.30pm passenger train from 

Liverpool to Preston, due at Burscough at 6.05pm came into violent collision with the 6.05pm 

passenger train from Burscough to Liverpool, which latter train was travelling on the wrong line of 

rails. The collision occurred about 700 yards from the spot from which the train to Liverpool had 

started. Five passengers were fatally injured and 48 others were more or less seriously injured.  
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The driver, fireman, and guard of the train to Liverpool were killed on the spot, and the fireman of 

the train from Liverpool died the following day. Hutchinson finds that this collision was caused by a 

mistake made in the Burscough signal cabin, whereby the down passenger train, which started from 

the up, or wrong, line at Burscough, instead of crossing to the down line, proceeded along the up 

line, and met the fast up train about 735 yards from the point which it had started. Hutchinson 

thinks that until additional accommodation can be obtained at Burscough, interlocking signals should 

be provided to meet the occasional necessity that arises for starting trains from the wrong lines, and 

the same should be done at any other stations similarly circumstanced. This collision, it is added, 

afforded an instance of the additional risk incurred by drivers, and firemen in running on tank 

engines with the coal box in front. In the present instance both driver and fireman on the tank 

engine which was so running were killed on the spot. This extra risk has been one of the reasons 

which have weighed with the Board of trade in refusing, as a general rule, to dispense with turn 

tables in the case of lines worked only with tank engines. (Engineer, 9 April 1880, p.263) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stations at Bailiff Bridge and Brighouse. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 April 1880) 

Description and print of Attock’s railway axle box. A railway axle-box has been lately 

patented and introduced by Mr Frederick Attock, the superintendent of the carriage and wagon 

department of the L&YR. This type of axle-box has been specially designed to admit of ready 

examination of the condition of journal, etc., without lifting the vehicle. The box is fitted with a 

sliding front, on removing which the whole interior is exposed, while by applying a jack under the 

box so as to take the camber out of the spring, the brass bearing can be drawn out without lifting 

the vehicle. The lubrication is by preference effected from below, a sliding tray being provided for 

containing the oil, and this tray being fitted with any form of lubrication desired. A top chamber is 

also provided for the use of ordinary railway grease, any grease running down being caught by the 

tray just mentioned. The body of the box is a solid casting, and there is but little fitting about it, 

while the whole arrangement is a very handy one. (Engineering, 9 April 1880, p.280/282) 

Board of Trade reports of accidents on the L&YR at Burscough on 15th January 1880 and Rishton on 

6th March 1880. (Railway Times, 10 April 1880) 

Some notes on saw-mill machinery by J A F Aspinall to the Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland. 

(Engineer, 16 April 1880, p.285) 

Report of the opening of Denby Dale new viaduct. (Railway Times, 17 April 1880) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Middleton Junction; for a station 

and warehouse at Rishworth. (Manchester Guardian, 21 April 1880) 

Tender of Humphries and Moulson, £2,715, recommended to be accepted for station, in stone at 

Brighouse; also that of A Graham & Sons, £5,364, for station, platforms, and subway at Bailiff 

Bridge; also that of De Bergue, £2,733, for renewal of bridge over the Leeds and Barnsdale turnpike 

on the Methley branch, and that of a bridge at Colne. (L&YR Minutes 21 April 1880) 

The works in connection with the widening of the Bacup branch are well advanced with Clough Fold 

station finished and those at Waterfoot and Stacksteads are progressing rapidly. When these two 

stations have been completed the double line will come into use. (Bacup Times, 24 April 1880) 

The L&YR announce revised contract rates as from 1st May 1880 between Southport and 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 27 April 1880) 

The L&YR (sic) are to introduce the Pullman Car between Manchester and the north after the 

construction of the new Farnworth tunnel, the work on which was commenced on Monday, 26th

April 1880. (Manchester Guardian, 27 April 1880) 
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Report of the death of David Holt, L&YR assistant secretary, on Monday, 26th April, aged 51 years, 

who had been in the employ of the company for 34 years. He was the son of Mr. David Holt, cotton 

spinner, of Holt Town, Beswick. (Manchester Courier, 30 April 1880) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 4 May 1880) 

The L&YR announce that on and after Monday, 17th May 1880 the Hollinwood line would be opened 

for passenger and goods traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 14 May 1880) 

The L&YR intend opening the Newton Heath to Oldham line on Monday, 17th May 1880. The whole 

of the Manchester to Oldham traffic will be transferred and an improved service between Middleton 

Junction and Oldham and Rochdale will commence on the same day. (Middleton Albion, 15 May 

1880) 

Yesterday, Monday, 17th May 1880 a new railway between Manchester and Oldham was formally 

opened for goods and passenger traffic by the L&YR. The line has been inspected by the 

Government Inspector, and he has expressed the highest satisfaction with its construction. It will 

bring Oldham and Manchester three quarters of a mile nearer than by the old line, and bring 

Hollinwood and Newton Heath into direct communication with the town and city. Hitherto the 

Oldham trains have had to pass, after leaving Middleton Junction, over the line which more properly 

belongs to the Yorkshire service of trains, and the consequence has been that the line was generally 

so crowded with traffic that delays were the rule rather than the exception. The new line, it is 

expected, will obviate all this. It has been two and three years in construction, many difficulties have 

been encountered; but these have been successfully surmounted by Mr Evans, the contractor. The 

first passenger train ran at 5.25am for Werneth, and it is intended to run all the passenger traffic to 

Manchester by this route. The first goods train also ran yesterday, although last Thursday was 

named as the day for opening the goods traffic. The load consisted of cotton which was destined for 

the Hollinwood Mills. The engine was decorated with flags, and on the station there was a large 

display of bunting. (Manchester Guardian, 18 May 1880) 

The new railway from Oldham to Manchester, via Hollinwood, was opened on Tuesday, 18th May 

1880. […] The line reduces the distance between Oldham and Manchester by three quarters of a 

mile, and will open up direct communication with Hollinwood and Newton Heath. It is between four 

and five miles in length and the cost has been very heavy. (Engineer, 21 May 1880, p.367) 

The extension of the L&YR from Chatburn to Hellifield will be opened on the 1st June. It was 

approved on behalf of the Board of Trade by Major Marindin, CE. The new line commences at 

Chatburn and runs to Hellifield, where if forms a junction of the main line of the Midland system to 

the North, at a point about half a mile north (sic) of Hellifield station. The first sod was cut on the 

8th of May 1874, by the late Lord Ribblesdale. (Engineering, 21 May 1880, p.400) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Bacup. (Manchester Guardian, 

25 May 1880) 

One of the earliest accidents of the year was a very important one which took place near Burscough 

Junction station, on the L&YR. By this accident five passengers were killed, 48 more or less seriously 

injured, a driver, guard, and two firemen were killed, a second guard was much injured, and 

considerable damage was done to the two trains which came in collision. Burscough Junction station 

is a small station provided with two crossover roads, a short bay on the down side, the Liverpool 

end of the platform and sidings. The signal cabin working the interlocking points and signals is on the 

down side, and about 125 yards from the nearest crossover road.  
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On the afternoon of the 15th January a passenger train, which had arrived from Liverpool to 

Burscough, had started to return to Liverpool, and being turned on to the wrong line of rails (the 

same track by which it had come from Liverpool) came into collision with a passenger train from 

Liverpool to Preston, and running on the same line of rails, at a point about 760 yards from 

Burscough. The local  train (from Liverpool to Burscough) arrived at the latter place about ten 

minutes late, the delay having occurred in consequence of its having to be shunted at Aintree to 

allow a fast train to pass. There was no bay at Burscough station for this train to run into, and in 

consequence of its being late on the evening in question, it was not possible to cross it over to the 

right line for the return journey to Liverpool, before loading it, since the fast down train was nearly 

due, and a carriage from Southport was waiting on the down line to be coupled on to this express. 

When the train was started on its return journey to Liverpool, the intention, of course, was to shift 

it to the down line by the crossover road, and the points were opened for that purpose, but were 

prematurely shut, so that the train proceeded on the wrong line, a mistake obviously unnoticed at 

first by the driver, while the train from Liverpool was signalled to proceed, thus causing the collision. 

At the time of the accident the signalmen were shifting, and the man just coming on duty stated that 

he found on entering the box, all the levers in position except one, which he assumed was (No.8) 

the right one for working the crossover road, whereas it operated the bay points. This statement, 

however, did not appear to be believed, and General Hutchinson says that the probability is that he, 

being expected to get the signals lowered for the train from Liverpool, had restored the crossover 

lever to its position before the starting train had reached the points. The Board of Trade report 

emphasises the danger of running tank engines with the coal bunker in front. In this intense both 

driver and foreman of the tank engine so running were killed on the spot. (Engineering, 28 May 

1880, p.422) 

The report of the L&YR stated that £413,240 had been expended during the half year on the 

purchase of land, and other works. The estimated expenditure during the current half year for 

similar works was £303,607. Several new branches in Yorkshire were in progress. (The Builder, 29 

May 1880) 

We understand that an elegant and commodious station house is to be erected at Bacup, on the site 

of the present station, by the L&YR, and that spacious arrival and departure platforms will be 

provided, in place of the present single platform. (Bacup Times, 29 May 1880) 

The L&YR announce the opening on and from Tuesday, 1st June 1880 the new railway from 

Chatburn to Hellifield and the introduction of a new service of passenger trains between Manchester 

and Scotland in connection with the MR. (Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1880) 

The opening for passenger traffic of the L&YR new line from Chatburn to Hellifield, which takes 

place tomorrow, will be of considerable advantage to persons travelling to Scotland by the MR route 

via Settle and Carlisle. Not only will it shorten the express journey to Edinburgh and Glasgow by 

about half an hour, but passengers from Manchester will be conveyed through a new and 

picturesque country, which until now has been inaccessible by railway. Instead of proceeding via 

Accrington and Colne to Skipton, and there joining the Midland Company’s trains, they will be 

conveyed by Bolton and Blackburn, and thence northward to Hellifield Junction, where, as well as at 

Skipton, all Midland express trains will call to set down and take up passengers.  

Practically the public will have the choice of two routes, for in addition to two express trains daily 

from Manchester to Hellifield, via Blackburn, at 10.00am and 2.25pm, timed to meet the Midland

Company’s through trains there, the old service via Skipton will be continued for the special 

accommodation of Bury, Bacup, Accrington, and other places which do not lie conveniently to the 

new route. Through carriages from Manchester to Scotland will be attached to all trains proceeding 

via Hellifield. There will, moreover, be an improved service to Manchester from Scotland. Express 

trains will leave Edinburgh at 10.30am and 2.35pm and 4.25pm; and Glasgow at 10.15am, 2.30pm, 
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and 5.00pm reaching Manchester, by Hellifield, at 4.50pm, 9.20pm, and 11.40pm respectively. The 

new line from Chatburn to Hellifield has been ready for opening – as far as the L&YR are concerned 

– for a considerable period and it has been actually open as far as Gisburn for a year or more. The 

opening throughout has been simply awaiting the completion of a new and commodious station 

which the Midland Company were erecting at Hellifield. The length of the line from Chatburn to 

Hellifield is 11½ miles, and the portion already opened – that is, from Chatburn to Gisburn – is 

about half a mile. This is the most attractive section, affording as it does views of Ingleborough and 

the neighbouring hills, which form a good back ground to the well-wooded and park like country 

which the line traverses.  

The line crosses the highway six times between Chatburn and Hellifield and there are, in its whole 

course, sixty one bridges, two viaducts and a tunnel. The tunnel, we believe, stood the test of heavy 

goods traffic. At Gisburn, where there is a large cattle trade, upwards of forty acres of land have 

been laid out for station purposes. There is a cattle dock four hundred feet long. Newsholme, the 

next station, is 7¼ miles from Chatburn. At Hellifield the Midland Company’s station is large and 

convenient, having an island platform similar in design to the new station at Preston and to that at 

Mirfield. The other works at Hellifield comprise an engine shed, to hold fifteen engines, and forty 

cottages, built by the Midland Company; and it is intended by the L&YR also to build an engine shed 

and cottages, the contract for which has already been let to Mr Barratt of Shipley. (Manchester 

Guardian, 31 May 1880) 

June 
Tender of Holme & King, £17,563, recommended to be accepted for under-pinning side walls of 

Sough tunnel and lowering railway through it; also that of W Walmersley, £529-11-4d, for new 

passenger station at Bacup. J Butler has agreed to renew the Burnden viaduct for £9,200. (L&YR

Minutes 2 June 1880) 

The new extension between Chatburn and Hellifield on the L&YR. and which forms the last link in 

the Midland chain of railways direct to Scotland, was opened this week. Owing to numerous 

difficulties the completion of this section has been a protracted undertaking, extending over six 

years, the first sod having been cut by Lord Ribblesdale in 1876. (Engineer, 4 June 1880, p.407) 

Report of the opening of the Chatburn to Hellifield railway. (Blackburn Standard, 5 June 1880) 

The new buildings at the workhouse in New Bridge Street are almost complete and will be ready for 

occupation by the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians. The work has reached the stage 

when it is possible to give up to the L&YR so much of the land as they will immediately require for 

the extension of their station, and we believe the Company intend to construct with all possible 

despatch a new platform, with booking offices, etc., for their new line to Bury, which was opened 

some twelve months ago. When this is completed persons travelling by that line will cease to use 

the temporary and not very convenient station situated on the north easterly side of Ducie Bridge. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 June 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 17 June 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Oldham Road, Manchester. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 June 1880) 

The doubling of the Bacup branch should be completed by Sunday next, 4th July 1880.  

Tender of J Butler, £1,490, recommended to be accepted for strengthening bridge carrying the 

Barnsley branch over Eldon Street, Barnsley. (L&YR Minutes 30 June 1880) 
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July 
Report of the continuous brake of F W Eames and results of experiments on the Don branch of the

West Riding and Grimsby Railway. (Engineer, 9 July 1880, p.22) 

There are some fair railway inquiries; the L&YR are about to construct a new goods station in 

Manchester for which a considerable quantity of finished iron will be required, and a fair quantity of 

railway bridge work is also in the market. From our Manchester correspondent. (Engineer, 9 July 

1880, p.23)  

That portion of the new railway between Rawtenstall and Waterfoot was opened on Sunday 

morning, 4th July 1880, for traffic for the first time. (Bacup Times, 10 July 1880) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons recommended to be accepted for the goods warehouse at Oldham Road, 

Manchester, provided they will reduce their figure of £40,875. (L&YR Minutes 14 July 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the supply of 5,000 stones for marking the boundary of the Company’s 

property, 1,000 stones to be delivered at each of the following stations; Castleton, Mirfield, 

Wakefield, Blackburn and Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 14 July 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a passenger station at Britannia. (Manchester Guardian, 

17 July 1880) 

Report of brake trials between Gisburn and Chatburn. (Blackburn Standard, 17 July 1880) 

Report of a meeting held at Middleton for the purpose of urging the necessity of the L&YR making a 

railway from Manchester through Blackley, the Irk Valley, and Rhodes to Middleton. (Manchester 

Evening News, 20 July 1880) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £40,850, accepted for Oldham Road goods warehouse. (L&YR Minutes 21 

July 1880) 

Proposal for the amalgamation of the LNW  with the L&YR is likely to be shortly revived. (Engineer, 

23 July 1880, p.62) 

On the 17th instant, General Hutchinson, of the Board of Trade inspected the new railway station at 

Preston, and the extension works from that town to Euxton Junction – the widening of the line for a 

distance of nearly six miles. (Engineer, 23 July 1880, p.67) 

Brake trials on the L&YR between Gisburn and Chatburn. The trials were, in a sense, private. 

Among those present were Mr Barton Wright, Major Marindin, Colonel Yolland, and General 

Hutchinson of the Board of Trade. Mr Stroudley, Mr Macdonald, Mr Dean, Mr Bromley, Captain 

Galton, RE, Mr Westinghouse, Mr Sandars, Mr Eames, Mr Spicer and several directors of the 

company. Trials of the Westinghouse automatic, fitted to a GNR train and a MR train; the Eames 

vacuum automatic and the Sandars and Bolitho automatic vacuum brakes, and the L&YR, or Fay and 

Newall brake. A very handsome luncheon, in the goods shed at Gisburn was served each day, 

Thursday, 15th July and Friday, 16th July. All the distances, etc., were taken by Captain Galton, 

assisted by Mr Westinghouse and Mr Captain, with the well-known Westinghouse recording 

apparatus, which had been fitted up in a L&YR van by Mr Budge.  (Engineer, 23 July 1880, p.74) 

L&YR returns of railway telegraph. 

Year end Mileage Number of instruments
of poles of wire Speaking block repeaters special signals

Dec 1869 422 1063 319 65 122
Dec 1879 582 3031 491 1091 915
(Engineering, 23 July 1880, p.67) 
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Tender of S Warburton recommended to be accepted for the passenger station at Britannia. (L&YR

Minutes 28 July 1880) 

August 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station at Shawforth. (Manchester Guardian, 2 August 

1880) 

Directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 11th August, 1880. (Manchester Guardian, 5 

August 1880; Railway Times, 7 August 1880) 

The LNW  invite tenders for widening the viaduct, arching and other works near Victoria station, 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 9 August 1880) 

Tender of E Taylor, £2,700, recommended to be accepted for the passenger station at Shawforth. 

(L&YR Minutes 10 August 1880) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th August 1880. It was reported that 

the Waterloo diversion had been completed; that the Manchester Loop was to be extended beneath 

the Cheetham Hill Road Bridge. (Manchester Evening News, 11 August 1880; Manchester Guardian, 

12 August 1880; Railway Times, 14 August 1880) 

It is interesting to trace in the official balance sheet of the L&YR Company for the last half year how 

the working of this important company, serving one of the chief manufacturing districts, has been 

affected by the state of trade in the past half year how the working of this important company, 

serving one of the chief manufacturing districts, has been affected by the state of trade in the past 

half year. There has been an unquestionable recovery in the volume of traffic, alike in that of 

passengers, merchandise, and minerals. There have been carried 1,350,000 passengers, and it is 

noteworthy that whilst the first class passengers have increased from 944,455 to 961,166, the 

second class passengers have increased by 30,000 and the third class passengers by 1,300,000. And 

the financial results are increased in a somewhat similar ratio. The season ticket traffic has increased 

numerically and financially.  

The merchandise traffic – that great stronghold of the L&Y – gives the largest increase of the three 

great sources of revenue for the past half year over that for the corresponding half of last year. The 

gross results of the working of the half-year are the addition of £102,000 to the total receipts, and 

this at an increase cost of £16,000 in additional working expenses only. It is evident that there has 

been a very economical working – the saving on materials for the repairs of carriages and wagons 

being considerable, whilst in other ways the benefits of low prices has been felt – the cost of coal 

and coke for locomotive power being over £2,000 less in the half year. In one unsatisfactory item, 

that of compensation for personal injury, there is an increase which it is hoped will be temporary. 

Speaking generally, the workings of the traffic and the recovery in the traffic have been most 

satisfactory, if comparison be made with the corresponding half of last year. But if comparisons be 

made with a more distant date, the ground that is to be recovered still is shown.  

Last year the train miles run were not materially different in number from those for the 

corresponding half of 1876, but in the earlier year there were three hundred thousand more 

passengers carried, and the yield from the total was £46,000 more than it was in the last half year. In 

four years the L&YR has added fifty miles to that length of line it owns and works; but the gross 

revenue is £6,000 less for the half year, and though the working expenses are reduced much more, 

yet owing to the large area over which the dividends have to be spread, that on the ordinary stock is 

one half per cent less for the last half year than it was four years ago. It is evident, however, that the 

turning point has been passed, and that at the present day the average yield of the railway is being 

increased, whilst, so far, expenses have not yet generally begun to augment so rapidly. It may be 

hoped that for some time to come this state of affairs may continue, for not only are our great 
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railways indicators of the course of trade, but their prosperity contributes materially to the 

prosperity of many of the great industries; and serving so prolific and important a district as that 

traversed by the L&YR, the growth of the average yield of that line may be looked upon as a sin of 

the revival of trade in one of the chief of the manufacturing centres. (Engineer, 13 August 1880, 

p.124) 

Report of the brake trials made on the L&YR at Gisburn in June 1880. (Engineering, 13 August 1880, 

p.140; 20 August 1880, p.161) 

Few of our great railways show so great an increase in the volume of the passenger traffic as the 

L&YR has done in the past half year. It is one of the greatest of our passenger railways – its number 

of travellers far exceeding those of the longer-lined Midland and NE, and the increase in the number 

during the past half year being larger than the addition to either of these. During the first six months 

of the present year there were carried on the system 17,194,524 passengers, an increase of over 

1,300,000 on the numbers for the corresponding half of the previous year, It appears that nearly 

fifteen millions – in exact numbers, 14,929,222 – of these 12,663,920 were third class passengers, 

1,304,360 were second class passengers, and 961,572 were first class passengers. In the half year the 

increase had been general in all classes – 16,000 in the first class, 30,000 in the second, and the 

remainder in the lowest class.  

These figures prove more than any other that have yet been issued how great is the recovery in the 

trade of the vast manufacturing district served by the L&YR during the first half of the current year; 

and though it is not now needful to give the details, it may be added that the goods traffic – which is 

the great traffic of the line – has shown a fully corresponding recovery. It is evident that the 

company is now preparing for a still further increase in the traffic. During the last half year it spent 

about £526,000 on capital account; in the current half year the estimated expenditure is placed at 

£667,000; and whilst in new working stock there was in the last six months only £4,094 spent – 

chiefly in new carriages – it is intended during the current half year to expend £83,040 in the 

provision of new working stock, whilst £10,000 are to be spent in the extension of the block system. 

(Engineer, 20 August 1880, p.124) 

It is proposed by the Mersey Docks & Harbour Board to construct a new dock immediately to the 

northward of the new steam dock at the north end between the river and the goods station of the 

L&YR […] a delay was requested to study to proposal […] a belief was expressed that the projected 

dock will cost £700,000. Matter deferred. (Engineer, 20 August 1880, p.135) 

The construction of the West Lancashire Railway, which has been suspended for some time, has 

been resumed, and workmen are now engaged at the present terminus, near the mouth of the river 

Douglas, and at Penwortham, near Preston. The work is expected to occupy a couple of years. 

(Engineer, 20 August 1880, p.149) 

Stacksteads new station was opened to public view on Sunday, 15th August 1880. Newchurch station 

had similarly opened on the previous Sunday. (Bacup Times, 21 August 1880) 

Extra gangs of men have been set to work to clear away the old houses in Greengate, Salford, the 

site of which will form part of the area acquired by the LNWR for the extension of their works. 

(Manchester Evening News, 24 August 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of Facit station. (Manchester Guardian, 25 August 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the alteration of the levels of Croft Street, Bradford. (Manchester 

Guardian, 31 August 1880) 
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September 
A deputation waited upon the L&YR directors to urge them to construct a line of railway from 

Smedley Point through Crumpsall, Blackley and Rhodes to Middleton. (Manchester Evening News, 2 

September 1880)  

On Sunday, 29th August 1880 the new tunnel at Thrutch, Newchurch, was opened for traffic. (Bacup 

Times, 4 September 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the bridge under Cheetham Hill Road, Manchester.

(Manchester Guardian, 9 September 1880) 

In connection with the Australian cricket match a somewhat remarkable excursion was witnessed 

from Oldham. The railway company got up a two day’s trip, the fare being for the return journey, 

10s. Surprising to relate, when, at midnight, the train was ready to start, there were no 

excursionists. So that the train might not start empty, tickets were hawked at 2s 6d each, a few took 

advantage of this great reduction. (Manchester Evening News, 9 September 1880) 

At a meeting of the Burnley town council on 1st September 1880 it was unanimously decided to ask 

the MR to extend their line to Burnley; also to ask for better facilities for getting from Skipton to 

Lancashire, and to request the L&YR to afford better means of going from Burnley to Yorkshire via 

Todmorden. (Engineer, 10 September 1880, p.195) 

The LNWR have accepted the tender of R. Neill & Sons for the widening of the railway viaduct, 

construction of arches, wrought iron bridges, and other works required for the enlargement of Victoria 

station. (Manchester Evening News, 11 September 1880) 

Report that on Monday, 13th September 1880 at Bacup some carriages which were being shunted 

onto the Facit line ran away into the platform demolishing the booking office at the north end, a 

clerk managed to run into the adjacent waiting room. (Manchester Guardian, 14 September 1880) 

The Board of Trade have issued a report on an accident which occurred on the 7th of August near 

Daisyfield Junction on the L&YR by which six passengers were slightly injured. The train, a special 

excursion fitted with Fay and Newall’s brake, was pulled up by the signals at Daisyfield Junction and, 

on starting again the screw coupling between the seventh and eight carriages broke, and the forward 

part of the train ran on. The driver, on noticing this checked his speed, when the rear part of the 

train ran into the forward portion, causing the collision. Colonel Rich points out that had the train 

been fitted with an automatic brake the accident could not have occurred. (Engineering, 17 

September 1880, p.238) 

The LNWR are about to extend their portion of Victoria station, the doubling of the line to 

Liverpool, the increasing traffic having made the work imperatively necessary. The whole of the 

contract has been let to Messrs Robert Neill and Sons, Strangeways. Already the main portion of the 

site has been cleared. It covers about 27,000 square yards, and is bounded on the north and south 

by the present railway viaduct and Chapel Street, and by the river and Blackfriars Street on the east 

and west. The covered portion will extend as far as Greengate. Overlooking Victoria Terrace – that 

is to say the Cathedral and the Palatine Hotel buildings – will be the front of the new station, the 

plans of which have not yet been finally decided upon; but we believe it will be a handsome 

structure. The principal approach will be by a fine iron girder bridge and inclined way, opposite the 

Cathedral gates and crossing the river Irwell and Chapel Street. This approach will be about 300 feet 

long and 55 feet wide. Opposite Hunts Bank the company propose to erect a second girder bridge, 

about 150 feet long and leading to the enclosure in front of the station buildings. The extension will 

also involve the erection of a viaduct of great width for a distance of 750 feet, which will necessitate 

the bridging over of Greengate for a width of 250 feet, and a bridge of considerable span over 

Blackfriars Street. The Salford Corporation are paying a portion of the cost of an approach starting 
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near the junction of Miller Street with Chapel Street, the construction of which is not included in 

Messrs Neill’s contract. It will be seen that the work is one of great magnitude, and will occupy 

some years. (Manchester Guardian, 18 September 1880) 

The L&YR and the LNWR invite tenders for the erection of a hotel at Preston station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 September 1880) 

The ceilings of carriages on the L&YR, MR, and GNR have been painted with luminous paint, and 

passenger trains composed of these carriages, when passing in daylight through long tunnels, have 

not now to be lighted by means of oil lamps, as is usually the case being sufficient light reflected from 

the luminous paint. (The Builder, 18 September 1880; Manchester Evening News, 20 September 

1880) 

Mr Hurst to report whether he recommends that the contract for masonry and brickwork for the new 

bridge under York Street, Manchester, should be given to Dransfield and Smith or to R Neill & Sons, 

the latter having offered £2,650 for the materials for the old buildings now on the workhouse site. 

(L&YR Minutes 21 September 1880) 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £358, recommended to be accepted for strengthening retaining wall at 

Sowerby Bridge. The Board of Trade have sanctioned the opening of the Denby Dale viaduct. (L&YR

Minutes 21 September 1880) 

Railway Passenger Traffic. In two periods of the six months in the first half of 1880 the L&YR

first class passengers increased from 944,455 in 1879 to 961,166 in 1880; for second class from 

1,273,339 in 1879 to 1,304,136 in 1880; for third class from 13,621,614 in 1879 to 14,929,222 in 

1880. (Engineering, 24 September 1880, p.254/5) 

A new five storey warehouse is about to be erected by the L&YR at the Oldham Road goods yard. It 

will measure 145 feet by 140 feet and front onto Lees Street with six lines running into the building 

from the goods yard. It is proposed, in addition, to re-arrange the sidings of the goods yard next to 

Rochdale Road, making them work parallel with the main line and thereby doing away with the 

objectionable turntables. The contract for the work has been let to R Neill & Sons, Strangeways, and 

will be rapidly proceeded with. It may be added that a cattle mound, a timber gantry, and other 

matters of a minor character in themselves but important in the aggregate, are also being provided 

with a view to meeting, as far as possible, the increased demands which are being made upon the 

company in connection with their business in Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 25 September 

1880) 

The Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway and the LNWR announce tenders for a new goods 

station at Stalybridge. (Manchester Guardian, 25 September 1880) 

Mr Hunt reported the result of his enquiries as to W D Cameron not being entirely favourable. Hunt to 

obtain the opinion of Mr Harrison, of the NE Railway, as to the capability of Cameron, and if the reply 

is not satisfactory, the Secretary to try and arrange for Dransfield & Smith, whose tender for the 

alterations at Croft Street, Bradford, was £20,230, to reduce this figure to the amount of Cameron’s 

tender. 

Mr Hunt to enquire about Mr Tyldesley, and if this is not satisfactory to let the ironwork for the new 

bridge under York Street, Manchester to E T Bellhouse and for not more than £10,145. (L&YR

Minutes 29 September 1880) 

October 
The L&YR finding that the existing arrangements are insufficient to deal with the increased traffic on 

the line, is about to erect a large new warehouse in connection with their Oldham Road goods 

depot. (Engineer, 1 October 1880, p.257) 
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About 6.30pm last night, 1st. October, a bridge, connecting James Park’s foundry with Fern Hill, Bury, 

which spanned the East Lancashire Railway, fell on to the line. The pointsman hearing the noise of 

the fall immediately applied the block signals. (Manchester Evening News, 2 October 1880) 

J Tyldesley’s tender of £9,039 accepted for ironwork of York Street Bridge, Manchester; also Mr 

Cameron’s tender of £19,611 for Croft Street Bridge over the railway at Bradford. (L&YR Minutes 6 

October 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a subway under the railway at Cleckheaton.

(Manchester Guardian, 9 October 1880) 

The L&Y and LNWR s announce tenders for the construction of a goods warehouse near Whitehall 

Road, Leeds. (Manchester Guardian, 9 October 1880) 

On the 1st instant a bridge which spanned the East Lancashire Railway at Fernhill, Bury, gave way, 

and a large portion of it fell on and blocked up the lines for about two hours. The bridge connected 

the foundry of James Park, engineer and paper machine maker, with Fernhill, Bury, and was a 

wooden structure of a fragile nature, which had existed many years, but for some time past had 

been noticed to be in a state of decay, and at the time of the accident it was undergoing repair. At 

noon on the day of the accident a rag engine, weighing about 5 tons, was taken over the bridge 

without accident, and at six o'clock in the evening the workmen in the foundry, to the number of 

about 100 passed over it on leaving work. Forty minutes afterwards the bridge fell. The supposition 

is that the weight of the rag engine was the real cause of the accident. A train from Ducie Bridge to 

Bacup had passed under the only five minutes before it fell. (The Builder, 9 October 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of temporary timber platforms and covers for Bradford 

station. (Manchester Guardian, 11 October 1880) 

Tender of Aston W Smith, £270, to be accepted for a station masters house at Waterloo. (L&YR

Minutes 13 October 1880) 

This morning, Friday, 15th October, an accident occurred to a Manchester train at Bury station. This 

train being what is known as an “omnibus train”, it is necessary for the carriages to be shunted into 

a siding at Bury so that the engine may be placed in front previous to the return journey. This was 

done this morning in the usual way but as the train was in the act of running across the metals the 

engine broke down, and the traffic was, in consequence, delayed for some time. A fresh engine was, 

however, procured, and the train was despatched to Manchester about half an hour late. 

(Manchester Evening News, 15 October 1880) 

The L&Y and LNWR s have resolved to erect a fine hotel in connection with the Preston new 

station, the largest passenger depot that is not a terminus in Europe. The tender of R Neill & Co. of 

Manchester, has been accepted. Major General Hutchinson who has just completed his inspection 

for the second time of the railway extension between Euxton and Preston, states that he will report 

favourably. The new West Lancashire Railway is progressing rapidly. (Engineer, 15 October 1880, 

p.287) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of waiting rooms at Crumpsall, Heaton Park, Prestwich, and 

Whitefield stations. (Manchester Guardian, 16 October 1880) 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £4,635, to be accepted for subway at Cleckheaton; also that of T 

Wrigley Junr, £145, for water tank at Kearsley Junction. (L&YR Minutes 20 October 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the purchase of the woodwork of the disused viaduct at Denby Dale.

(Manchester Guardian, 21 October 1880) 
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The double railway line from Stacksteads to Bacup was opened on Sunday afternoon, 17th October 

1880. A goods train was the first to pass over the new line. The old line will be closed for a few 

weeks for repairs and alterations. (Bacup Times, 23 October 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Hapton. (Manchester Guardian, 

25 October 1880) 

Report of an accident at Moses Gate when the 5.40am passenger train from Bolton to Manchester 

ran into a special goods train from Liverpool to Manchester which had been shunted at the Bradford 

siding to allow the passenger train to pass. (Manchester Evening News, 27 October 1880; Railway 

Times, 30 October 1880) 

The L&Y and LNWR s are about to erect a very extensive goods station at Leeds. (Engineer, 29 

October 1880, p.329) 

November 
The new tunnel at Farnworth has now been completely bored through. It is expected that the first 

Pullman car will run through it early next month. The work has been a very dangerous one, but only 

accidents of a minor character have occurred during the excavations. (Manchester Evening News, 9 

November 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the passenger station at Accrington. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 November 1880) 

Tender of A T Bentley, £2,680, to be accepted for passenger station at Hapton; also that of T Wrigley 

Jnr £155-10-0d, for a lamp room at Accrington. (L&YR Minutes 10 November 1880) 

Bacup branch widening; Dransfield & Co. of 106,294 cubic yards excavated only 5,753 cubic yards 

remain and 1,550 out of 55,305 cubic yards of masonry. Iron bridges nearly completed, completion 

date 1st February 1881. 

A W Smith has completed waiting room at Bank Hall station at a cost of £240. (L&YR Minutes 17 

November 1880) 

Sir Henry Hunt acted as arbitrator between the L&YR and the GNR as to the value of 15,000 square 

yards of land near Bradford station which was acquired by the latter from the former under an Act 

of Parliament of 1875. The L&YR claimed £54,000. They alleged that this land was required for them 

at Bradford station for sidings, and therefore it was valuable. The GNR on the other hand, 

contended that there was ample accommodation at Bradford for sidings, and that it was contrary to 

the practice of all railway companies to use their principal termini for siding accommodation. The 

engines were put up for the night at distances varying from ¾ to 2 miles away from their principal 

stations. The arbitrator reserved his decision. (Manchester Evening News, 26 November 1880) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the tenancy of the refreshment rooms at Mirfield station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 November 1880) 

December 
Tender of E Taylor, £8,550, recommended to be accepted for extension of Accrington station. (L&YR

Minutes 1 December 1880) 

Report of Major Marindin to the Board of Trade, instigated by a fatality at Middleton Junction station 

in which Robert Ormerod was knocked down and killed on 19th October 1880 by an engine of the 

11.10pm train from Manchester to Todmorden near the south end of the down main line platform. 

At Middleton Junction station the Oldham branch leaves the L&Y main line to the north on the right 

or east side. The station is a few yards north of the junction, and it has an island platform between 
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the up main line and the down branch line to Oldham, and platforms on the outside of the down 

main line and up branch lines. The branch line to Middleton leaves the main line on the west side just 

north of the station. The booking offices and waiting rooms are on the island platform, which, on the 

side of the up main line, is 99 yards in length, and from 1 foot 6 inches to 1 foot 8 inches in height, 

and is partially roofed over. The down platform is 120 yards in length, and from 1 foot 11 inches to 

2 feet in height, and is provided with shelter. The south end of the down platform has a ramp leading 

to a boarded crossing which crosses the main line diagonally, and has a step up to the island platform 

close to the ticket office. There are seven lamps on the down platform and six on the up platform, 

all of which are stated to have been lighted at the time at which the accident occurred.  

The train was running quite slowly preparing to stop at the usual stopping place at the platform, that 

is, with the engine about one hundred yards beyond the top of the ramp, the man, who was killed, 

was standing […]. A porter, who had been station to watch the crossing, found on the ballast near 

where the deceased fell, a full return ticket, Middleton Junction to Rochdale, dated for the following 

day. This showed that it had been issued after 11.00pm as the booking clerk is in the habit of altering 

the dating press after 11.00pm for the following day. Another porter had seen the deceased before 

the accident and considered him to be the worse for drink. Major Marindin concluded that, from the 

evidence, there can be no doubt but that this unfortunate man lost his life through his own default, 

being, at the time, the worse for drink. It seems probable, also, that he was not killed in the act of 

crossing, but he had been, for a period of not less than two minutes, on the down platform before 

the down train arrived, when he either fell, or was knocked off the platform in front of the engine. 

The boarded crossing at this station is not especially dangerous as there is a good view of the line, 

but it would add to the safety of the passengers if a subway, or over bridge, were provided, and the 

use of it insisted upon in all cases. As this is a junction station with some interchange of passengers, 

such a means of communication between the platforms would be required if it were upon a new 

line. Between 4.45am and 11.30pm there are 94 up trains and 91 down trains passing through the 

station. (Middleton Albion, 4 December 1880) 

The directors of the L&YR are prepared to receive designs for the proposed new Exchange station, 

Liverpool, and for the arrangement of the space underneath the station for storage, or other 

purposes. A premium of £750 will be given for the design which the directors consider the best, 

£500 for the second, and £250 for the third. The conditions of the competition, and particulars as to 

the arrangements of the lines and platforms to be obtained on applying to the Company’s engineer. 

The designs to be sent to the company addressed to the directors, not later than the 1st March 

1881. (Manchester Guardian, 4 December 1880) 

On Sunday afternoon, the tunnel on the L&YR which has just been completed near Farnworth was 

opened for general traffic. The first train to pass through was that leaving Manchester at 1 o’clock 

for Preston. A number of people were on the outlook for the first train to go through the tunnel, 

and as it approached repeated cheers were given. Fog signals were also laid on the rails. (Manchester 

Evening News, 7 December 1880) 

A large meeting of the inhabitants of Middleton and Chadderton which border on the L&YR station 

at Middleton Junction was held last night for the purpose of considering what steps should be taken 

in reference to the accommodation at Middleton Junction railway station. A resolution strongly 

condemning the present state of the station as dangerous to life and most inconvenient, and calling 

upon the railway company to make such alterations as will alter this state of things was passed, and 

it was decided to send a deputation to the company on the subject. (Manchester Evening News, 7 

December 1880) 

At about 4.00pm a train was being made up at Salford station for Accrington and East Lancashire

when two coaches got off the line and blocked both main lines for about an hour. During the 

interval considerable inconvenience was caused, trains for Fleetwood and Southport having to be 
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diverted over the Prestwich line to Bolton and arriving trains having to enter Victoria station by the 

same route. By 5.30pm all obstacles had been removed and the traffic was recommenced. 

(Manchester Evening News, 8 December 1880) 

An engine, which on the night of 2nd December 1880 was left on a siding at Dean Lane station on the 

L&YR, was set going by some, as yet, unexplained means, and, being unattended, ran along the line, 

went through a wall, and dropped on to a roadway. (Engineer, 10 December 1880, p.443) 

At a meeting held on Monday, 6th December 1880 at Middleton Junction to discuss the condition of 

the railway station it was stated that there were 185 passenger trains passing through the station 

between 4.45am and 11.00pm and 285 trains of all kinds during twenty four hours and that there 

had been nine fatalities from 1871 to 1880. (Middleton Albion and Manchester Guardian, 11 

December 1880) 

Halshaw Moor new tunnel opened for traffic on 12th December 1880. 

Bacup branch widening nearly completed, except for the viaduct at one mile thirty chains, held up by 

litigation with Mr Pilling, and some other small works. 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £1,950, recommended to be accepted for new roof of carriage shed at 

Southport. (L&YR Minutes 15 December 1880) 

The contract for the iron roof of the new Victoria station has just been given out to one of the well-

known local firms, but that the price at which it has been taken is very low, trade being depressed at 

present. (Engineer, 17 December 1880, p.466) 

The L&Y Company tender a Bill enabling them to construct a railway at Bolton, connecting the 

Bolton and Preston section of the NUR with their Bolton and Blackburn line; to widen and improve 

part of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway, the company’s North Docks branch, the 

railway between Wigan and Ince, part of the Manchester, Bolton and Bury railway, and a portion of 

the company’s railway at Oldham; to interfere with roads and streets, to execute works at Chorley, 

abolish level crossings, acquire further additional lands, to revive lapsed powers of purchase, confer 

joint powers upon the company and the North Western as to the bond or mortgage debt of the 

NUR, the P&WR, and the Preston and Longridge Railway Companies; also as to an hotel at 

Fleetwood, including power to justices to grant beer and spirit licenses to the nominees of those 

companies. To enable the company to erect, maintain, and stock hotels and refreshment rooms at 

any station on any railway owned or worked by them, with similar powers to the justices, and to 

authorise the raising of additional capital. (Engineering, 17 December 1880, p.575) 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £940, to be accepted for extension of platforms at Burscough Junction; 

also that of T Wrigley Jnr £410, for work at Crumpsall station. (L&YR Minutes 22 December 1880) 

[…] Crickie’s electric lamp has been adopted at the coal depot of the Nunnery Colliery Company at 

the Victoria station, Manchester […] (Engineering, 24 December 1880, p.601) 

On Tuesday, 20th December 1880 a deputation waited upon the L&YR directors with reference to 

Middleton Junction station. They stated that, to reach the booking office, passengers had to cross 

the lines and that at the top of the slope leading to the station was a goods yard where a great deal 

of shunting took place and the cattle siding prevented people from seeing what was going on in the 

goods yard until they got to the entrance. Mr Joshua Radcliffe, the deputy chairman, said that the 

station would be less dangerous when the new goods yard was opened as there would be fewer 

trains backwards and forwards. He stated that improvements had been under consideration for 

some time and that plans were being prepared and in course of the next year some important 

alterations would take place. (Middleton Albion, 25 December 1880) 
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1881 
January 

The goods porters in the employ of the L&YR having refused to work overtime until their hours of 

labour had been again arranged as from 6 to 6, instead of from 6 in the morning to 7 at night, an 

intimation was conveyed to them yesterday that if they adhered to their resolution every man would 

be paid up and discharged. Yesterday they determined to cease work in the evening but will present 

themselves this morning to resume work unless prevented. (Manchester Evening News, 1 January 

1881) 

A dispute as to the hours of labour has resulted in all the goods porters at Blackburn station, 

numbering 180, being thrown out of employment. Failing to obtain a reduction of hours from eleven 

to ten per day, they resolved to refuse to work overtime, and were consequently paid off. A number 

of new hands have been engaged and the whole of the places of the old staff are being filled up. 

(Manchester Evening News, 4 January 1881) 

The dispute as to the hours of labour has resulted in all the goods porters at Blackburn station, 

numbering 180, being thrown out of employment. Failing to obtain a reduction of working hours – 

from 11 to 10 – they resolved to refuse to work overtime. They were informed that they must 

work overtime or be paid off, but left work, and an application to be allowed to resume was refused. 

Porters were brought from neighbouring towns to carry on the work temporarily but a number of 

new hands were engaged and the whole of the places of the old staff are being filled up. (Manchester 

Courier, 4 January 1881)  

The Bury and Tottington Railway was promoted and the money found by the owners of the mills 

and manufactories on the line of the route, so as to give them communication, by rail, the whole way 

from their works to Manchester, and so avoid the carting they had to employ before. (Engineer, 7 

January 1881, p.5) 

Plans and description of the Barton Wright 0-6-0 tender engine built at Vulcan Foundry. (Engineer, 7 

January 1881, p.6) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the diversion of a stream near the south end of Sough tunnel. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 January 1881) 

Dear Sir, Having had considerable experience in station work, I thought of competing for the new Exchange 

Station Liverpool Competition, and at first sight the premiums looked tempting. However, my opinion has 

been altered. In the first place, all competitors will have to get their own levels. No section being provided, 

and then not feeling quite sure about one of the conditions, i.e. that requiring ""quantities " to be deposited 

with the designs, I wrote to the secretary of the L&YR asking if by this it was meant regular "bills of sale" 

such as would be sent out to contractors, or only such general quantities as an engineer would prepare for 

his estimate. In reply he writes to me, on the 31st ultimo, "The directors require to be supplied with detailed 

quantities" Now with this entirely disappears all chance of being fully paid for ones work. Say, for instance, 

the buildings cost £150,000 (at least), the fair chance for the quantity surveyor would be 1 %, or £1,500; 

and then there is the expense of preparing a large set of drawings, and a specification and estimate. Of 

course, if there were any certainty that the directors would carry out the chosen design it might be worth the 

while of architect and quantity surveyor, etc, to join in such speculative work; but they do not bind themselves 

to do so, and it seems to me that they are only trying to get the brains and handiwork of other people at a 

very cheap rate. (The Builder, 8 January 1881) 

[…] the Ducie Bridge station has an island platform with bay lines on either side used 

indiscriminately for incoming and outgoing trains. The lines are properly signalled and interlocked, 

the points and signals being concentrated in Victoria station No.3 cabin which has fifty levers and is 
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situated 97 yards outside the platforms on the far side of the main lines. (Accident report, 12 January 

1881) 

The new system of lighting at Victoria station was tried for the first time last night at twelve o’clock 

by way of experiment, and as a result proved highly successful. Tonight for the first time, the station, 

will, it is expected, be illuminated by electric light. (Manchester Evening News, 12 January 1881) 

It has been decided to introduce the electric light at Victoria station, Manchester. The L&YR have 

entered into a contract with the British Electric Light Company of London, for the supplying of the 

light and the company have erected eight large lamps at intervals on the different platforms for the 

purpose. The lamps are suspended from the roof and the light, which is very brilliant, is produced by 

a powerful electric machine placed at the Ducie Bridge end of the station […]. The new system of 

lighting was tried for the first time last night at 12 o’clock by way of experiment, and the result 

proved highly successful […]. Tonight, for the first time, the station will, it is expected, be 

illuminated by electric light. (Manchester Courier, 12 January 1881) 

Some months ago the directors of the L&YR determined to test the applicability of the electric light 

for railway purposes by introducing it at the east end of Victoria station, Manchester, and entered 

into a contract with the British Electric Light Co. London, to provide the apparatus. The work has 

since been in progress, and but for some slight hitch in the details, the station would have been 

illuminated at the commencement of the year with the new light. A powerful electrical machine has 

been erected near the Ducie Bridge platform, which supplies the all-important current to eight 

lamps suspended from the roof of the station in such positions as to throw a brilliant and very 

effective light upon all the platforms occupied by the Company.  

Experiments have been going on each night this week, the contractors being desirous of ascertaining 

the success or otherwise of their work, but even though some of the lamps have not yet been fully 

fitted with reflectors, etc., they display an illuminating power which throws into the shade the old 

system of lighting by gas. Prepared for contingencies, however, the directors do not, at present, 

intend to wholly abandon the latter source of supply, which will, of course, still be utilized in the 

offices and waiting rooms. The electric lighting of railway premises has been tried with signal success 

in Glasgow, and this it was which induced the L&YR directors to adopt the system. Last evening, at 

six o’clock, the machinery was put in motion and the lamps were lit, the general effect being 

exceedingly satisfactory but owing to the want of light fittings it will yet be some days before the 

light is brought into regular use. (Manchester Evening News, 12 January 1881; Manchester Guardian, 

13 January 1881) 

Electric lighting was tried for the first time by the L&YR at Victoria station on Tuesday night, 10th

January 1881 at about midnight. About eight large lamps have been erected at intervals of the 

different platforms suspended from the roof. The very brilliant light is produced by a powerful 

electric machine at the Ducie Bridge end of the station. As a precaution the gas lighting equipment 

will remain […] (Middleton Albion, 15 January 1881) 

Holme & King to provide seventy seven “places of refuge” in Sough tunnel at £11 each. (L&YR

Minutes 19 January 1881) 

Snow drifts on the L&YR were, in many places, two and three feet deep, causing serious obstruction 

to passenger and goods traffic. In spite of the assistance of large gangs of men at Adlington and 

Lostock Junction, drifting goes on as swiftly as the snow is removed […]. Heavy drifts have taken 

place at St. Annes, Hopwood, Radcliffe, Moston, etc […]. Between Manchester and Rochdale great 

delays occurred owing to snow drifting upon the line between Middleton Junction and Castleton. 

Trains to Manchester were delayed three and four hours but the outward line was clearer and less 

time was lost to those running north. During the evening the traffic was conducted upon a single 

line. (Manchester Courier, 19 January 1881) 
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Long report of traffic disruption due to snow drifts in Lancashire. (Manchester Evening News, 20 

January 1881) 

The L&YR have placed an order for 580 pairs of wheels and axles from the Leeds Wheel and Axle 

Co. and have invited tenders for 1,500 more pairs. (Engineer, 21 January 1881, p.55) 

The West Lancashire Railway bill will enable the purchase of certain lands, or railway, or siding 

known as the Tarleton branch railway. (Manchester Guardian, 25 January 1881) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the strengthening of the girders of the bridge over the canal at 

Middleton Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1881) 

February 
Tender of G Parkinson, £1,675, to be accepted for diversion of a stream at the south end of Sough 

tunnel. (L&YR Minutes 2 February 1881) 

The L&YR have placed an order with J Armstrong & Co. of Rotherham, for 2,000 pairs of wheels. 

(Engineer, 4 February 1881, p.92) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new warehouse at North Mersey goods station, 

Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 7 February 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the repair of a public road near Pickle Bridge station; for the erection of a 

station masters house at Gisburn. (Manchester Guardian, 10 February 1881) 

The undertakers of Aire and Calder Navigation have to the unanimous resolution to at once 

proceed with the construction of the new dock. It was also decided that its name should be the 

Aldam Dock, being named after the esteemed chairman of the Navigation. Mr Bartholomew, CE, 

intends to commence operations at the opposite end of the dock to Aire Street. The work will be 

partly done by contract and partly by the navigation staff. (Engineer, 11 February 1881, p.105) 

A considerable extension of Victoria station is contemplated by the L&YR, but the work cannot be 

undertaken until the old buildings sold by the Manchester Poor Law Manchester Guardians in New 

Bridge Street have been vacated by the workhouse inmates. (The Builder, 19 February 1881) 

Major Marindin, reporting to the Board of Trade on what he calls a “slight” collision which occurred 

on Saturday, 12th February 1881 at Ducie Bridge station, Manchester, says it may be attributed 

principally to a very dense fog which prevented the signal man in No.3 signal cabin at Victoria station 

from seeing the state of the platform lines at Ducie Bridge station which are under his control. He 

had entirely forgotten that the engine of the 2.05pm passenger train from Radcliffe had not been 

brought out of number one bay when the empty train had been placed on the carriage sidings after 

its arrival at 2.28pm and he therefore made the road and took off the signals for the 1.25pm train 

from Bacup to run into the same platform line at 2.40pm.  

The engine of the first train, which was standing waiting to come out in order to go back into 

number two bay to be attached to another train, started upon the driver seeing the points set for 

the crossing ready for the passenger train to come in, and the two engines met upon the crossing. 

The inspector says the foreman shunter, Rodgers, is the person most to blame for the accident in 

that he neglected his plain duty of keeping the signalman informed as to the state of the platform 

lines, whilst both the signalman, Finch, and the fog signalman, Bishop, were also to blame in having 

forgotten the fact that the light engine was where it was. Major Marindin suggests that a disc signal 

should be provided to cover the operation of removing the engines. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

February 1881) 
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Report on the causes of a collision which occurred on the 12th February last, 1881, at Ducie Bridge 

station, Manchester, on the L&YR. This slight collision may be attributed principally to a very dense 

fog, which prevented the signalman in No.3 signal cabin, Victoria, from seeing the state of the 

platform lines at Ducie Bridge station, which are under his control. It appears that he had entirely 

forgotten that the engine of the 2.05pm passenger train from Radcliffe had not been brought out of 

No.1 bay, when the empty train had been placed on the carriage sidings after its arrival at 2.28pm, 

and that he therefore made the road and took off the signals for the 1.25pm train from Bacup to run 

into the same platform line at 2.40pm.  

The engine of the first train, which was standing waiting to come out, in order to go back into No.2 

bay to be attached to another train, started upon the driver seeing the points set for the crossing, 

ready for the passenger train to come in, and the two engines met upon the crossing. The driver of 

the light engine states that he received a signal from the foreman shunter to go out when the points 

were set, and this man admits that his action might have been taken for a signal, although he did not 

intend to give one.  

However this may be, it is certain that the foreman shunter, Rodgers, is the person most to blame 

for the accident, for he neglected his plain duty of keeping the signalman informed as to the state of 

the platform lines, and from the evidence of the fireman of the light engine, who saw him standing 

upon the platform, and of the signalman as to the time which elapsed between the completion of the 

shunting of the empty train and the time when the collision took place it seems clear that his 

statement that he had no time to do so is a mere excuse. Both the signalman, Finch, and the fog 

signalman, Bishop, were also to blame in having forgotten the fact that the light engine was still 

standing in No.1 bay. It seems that engines frequently come out through this crossing instead of 

running ahead and backing out through the more distant crossing, and I think that it would be 

advisable to provide a disc signal to cover the operation, interlocked with the incoming signals, 

unless it be practicable to forbid the practise altogether. (Railway Engineer, 23 February 1881, p.132) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 23rd February 1881. (Manchester 

Evening News, 23 February 1881; Manchester Guardian, 24 February 1881) 

Paper on Automatic and Non-automatic Vacuum Brakes by J A F Aspinall to the Liverpool Engineering 

Society on Wednesday, 23rd February, 1881. (Engineer, 25 February 1881, p.146) 

The new loop line between Pickle Bridge and Brighouse, which has been constructed by the L&YR

Company for the purpose of facilitating communication between Bradford and Huddersfield, has 

been inspected by the Board of Trade. The examination of the line occupied some five or six hours, 

and on the whole line the Government inspector seemed satisfied with the result of his examination. 

Should the official sanction for the working of the line be received, it is anticipated that the new loop 

line will be used on and after the 1st of March next, Huddersfield, by the new route, will be only 

eleven miles distant from Bradford. (Engineering, 25 February 1881, p.208) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the roof over the platform at Royton station.

(Manchester Guardian, 26 February 1881) 

March 
Tender of J B Walsh, £3,250, to be accepted for goods shed and office at North Mersey, Liverpool. 

(L&YR Minutes 2 March 1881) 

The L&YR will open the new line between Pickle Bridge and Bradley on Tuesday, 1st March 1881 for 

passenger traffic. (Manchester Evening News, 3 March 1881) 

Head office officials from Hunts Bank have been prospecting for a suitable site for a new engine 

house depot at Bacup, the old shed at present in use at the terminus having become too small. It is 
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probable that the new one may be erected near the new line between Bacup and Britannia. In 

anticipation of the opening of the new line from Bacup to Rochdale we understand that extensive 

contracts have already been entered into with some West Riding colliery proprietors to send coal 

direct to Bacup. (Bacup Times, 5 March 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for excavation and other works in connection with the construction of a 

goods yard at Droylsden; for a new station at Cleckheaton; for stables at Hollinwood; for the renewal 

of a footbridge at Bradford; for the widening of an approach road and bridge at Littleborough.

(Manchester Guardian, 12 March 1881) 

Major-General Hutchinson inspected the Bacup branch on 9th March 1881 and will inspect the 

remaining bridges on the 17th.  

Tender of E Taylor & Co. £1,635, to be accepted for extension of platform roof at Royton. (L&YR

Minutes 16 March 1881) 

The L&YR is coming into the front rank of railways, and it is also becoming a line of short passenger 

traffic. It carried in the last six months over 19,410,000 passengers, but the yield was £655,283 only, 

with the addition of the season tickets; whilst from five million less passengers the Midland extracted 

over £250,000 more in the same period. It is to this fact, as well as to the comparative smallness of 

the mineral traffic on the L&YR, that the latter, has to attribute its much smaller receipts. Still, on 

the L&YR there is a steady rate of increase in the traffic, over £100,000 having been added in the 

past six months.  

Had it not been for the very great increase in the capital of the company, there would have been a 

much larger addition than there was to the dividend. In the past half year the company spent  not 

less than £451,000 on capital account, more than one half being on lines and works in course of 

construction, whilst the current half year it is estimated that £754,685 will be spent on capital 

account. Out of this it may be interesting to state that £309,000 are to be spent on increased station 

accommodation and land; that £164,000 are to be expended on rolling stock; and that the remainder 

is to be chiefly expended on lines and works that are in course of construction, and several of which 

are now nearly completed – so nearly that it is only a question of weeks before a large amount of 

traffic is obtained, and a large amount of idle capital is made productive.  

We have stated that the L&YR carried last half year over 19,410,000 passengers; out of these there 

were 954,736 first class, 1,354,598 second class, and the great bulk, over seventeen millions, were 

third class passengers. On this line there are comparatively few season ticket holders; but very 

singularly, the 8,568 season ticket holders pay in the half year £45,446, whilst on the MR 23,675 

season ticket holders pay only £35,919. In the merchandise receipts there is a satisfactory growth, 

whilst the mineral traffic shows only a slow but steady increase. In the expenditure the most notable 

items are first the growth of the salaries, and next the very large increase in the past half year in the 

amount of that most unsatisfactory item – compensation for personal injury. Rates and taxes, 

parliamentary expenses, and law charges are rising in an unsatisfactory manner, and the interest on 

capital grows. In the latter item that growth must be expected; but it may fairly be hoped that in the 

course of a short time the revenue will grow more rapidly ever than it did last year.  

At the half yearly meeting there was a hint of the possibility of the revival of the great scheme of 

amalgamation between the L&Y and the LNWR. Whilst it is evident that any such project, if revived, 

would need surrounding with safeguards that the interest of the public might not lose by the 

removal of competition, yet the benefits to the railway shareholder, by the lessening of costly 

parliamentary fights and the minimising of the creation of competing lines, expensive in working, and 

bringing in little profit, would be very great. One of the maxims of Robert Stephenson was that 

where combination is possible competition is impossible. It remains to be seen whether combination 
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between these two great railways is possible; but it may fairly be said that the interests of the 

shareholders lie in the direction of such a combination. (Engineer, 18 March 1881, p.208) 

Some interesting experiments are being conducted at the telegraph offices of the L&YR Company, at 

Victoria station, by Mr Warburton, the telegraph engineer and superintendent, assisted by C H 

Stream, of Liverpool, with the view of practically applying Professor Swan’s process of sub-dividing 

the electric light.  

The experiments, so far, have been attended with considerable success. A good example of the 

common method of electric lighting – that, namely by means of the arc – is to be witnessed at the 

present time in the illumination of a portion of the Victoria station, and when concentration of light 

is required the arc method is unquestionably the most economical. Scientific effort has, however, 

latterly been directed to the equable distribution of the light by means of small light centres, and 

here the arc is totally inapplicable, for the moment it is attempted to produce a small arc the chief 

redeeming quality of this method – economy – is sacrificed.  

Professor Swan, a Newcastle chemist of considerable repute, has, in order to sub-divide the light 

and apply it to domestic and general purposes abandoned the arc method and adopted 

incandescence pure and simple, upon which principle alone, as experience has proved, the electric 

light can be divided indefinitely and economically […]. 

With the permission of the inventor, Mr Warburton has procured a number of Professor Swan’s 

lamps, twenty eight of which are now in temporary use of the offices at Hunts Bank. The generating 

power is similar to that commonly used in this instance, the machine being an ‘A’ Gramme 

generator, and is equal to the production of 1½ Brockie’s lamps […]. Arranged along the side of the 

offices the lamps emit a pure white soft light, brilliant, and yet inoffensive to the most delicate eye 

[…]. The directors of the L&YR Company have viewed the experiments carried on at the station, 

and have expressed themselves as being highly pleased with the results. (Manchester Guardian, 18 

March 1881)  

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Lostock Hall. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

March 1881) 

Dransfield & Smith to be asked whether they will build the new passenger station at Cleckheaton for 

£6,443-13-10d the amount of Toothill & Balmforth’s tender. 

Tenders of T Wrigley Jnr. recommended to be accepted, £3,390 for goods yard at Droylsden, £1,100 

for stables at Hollinwood, £217 for paving between coal sidings at Miles Platting. 

Mr Walmersley being prepared to carry out the work at Royton station for £1,550-10-0d, his tender 

to be accepted instead of that of E Taylor & Co. 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned the opening of Burnden Fork for goods traffic. (L&YR Minutes 

23 March 1881) 

Concluding a report on an accident on 13th January 1881 at Wakefield station Major-General 

Hutchinson states; This collision could not have happened had the locomotive siding been provided 

with safety points properly interlocked with the main signals; and it is hoped that the re-modelling of 

this important station will now not be deferred a moment longer than is absolutely necessary. 

(Engineer, 25 March 1881, p.221) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the foundations required for the erection of a grain elevator at 

Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 25 March 1881) 
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 The L&YR directors, last week, made a second inspection of the new stations, platforms, bridges, 

etc., between Rawtenstall and Bacup. At Stacksteads they ordered iron palisades to be placed on the 

parapets on both sides of the line behind the Commercial Hotel. The directors were accompanied 

by the Government Inspector who said that the inspection was satisfactory. The new passenger 

station at Bacup will be opened tomorrow Sunday, 27th March 1881. (Bacup Times, 26 March 1881) 

The Rochdale Road and Cheetham Hill Road tramways will be proceeded with as soon as possible 

but in consequence of certain alterations which are contemplated by the L&YR at Ducie Bridge the 

construction of the Cheetham Hill Road will be unavoidably delayed. (Manchester Evening News, 26 

March 1881) 

Tender of Holme & King, £4,693-6s-6d, to be accepted for foundations of grain warehouse at 

Fleetwood, also their tender for strengthening of retaining walls at the south end of Sough tunnel, 

estimated cost, £4,000. 

Toothill & Balmforth having carried out no works of the magnitude of the new passenger station at 

Cleckheaton, the tender of Dransfield & Smith, £6,688, to be accepted. (L&YR Minutes 30 March 

1881) 

Harrison’s level crossing, Blackburn, which has been the scene of many a fatal accident, is at last 

doomed, the L&YR having entered into arrangements with Blackburn Corporation to carry out the 

necessary work before 1st. July next year. (Manchester Evening News, 31 March 1881) 

April 
Working drawing of Barton Wright 0-6-0 goods locomotive. (Engineer, 1 April 1881, p.239) 

The LNWR invite tenders for widening the viaduct from Ordsall Lane station to Victoria station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 April 1881) 

The various works in connection with the new station at Bacup are being carried out with great 

rapidity, and in the course of a few weeks will no doubt be completely finished. The new entrance to 

the new station was opened on Sunday, 27th March 1881 and a temporary booking office has been 

placed in the goods yard. (Bacup Times, 2 April 1881) 

On Saturday votes were counted in connection with the poll taken on the question whether the 

Oldham Corporation should oppose the bill which the L&YR are promoting, and which affects 

Oldham so far as regards certain alterations to be made at Mumps station and vicinity. The 

Corporation were defeated at a public meeting on the subject as the meeting thought that further 

negotiations should be tried with the company, and therefore a poll was demanded. The result was 

that over 1,000 votes appeared for the Corporation. (Manchester Evening News, 4 April 1881) 

Tender of T Bridge, £17,950, recommended to be accepted for the engine shed at Lostock Hall. 

(L&YR Minutes 6 April 1881) 

Report that the L&YR has agreed to increase the service to Blackpool with two expresses daily and 

would make arrangements for the early delivery of the letters by railway to the town. A late night 

Sunday express to Manchester was refused as the company will not entertain any increased Sunday 

work. It is, however, thought that an extra Monday morning express will be granted. An express will 

be run daily to and from Birmingham and connection with the Yorkshire district daily established. 

(Manchester Evening News, 7 April 1881) 

Of some new improvements carried out by the L&YR is the number of new carriages for the 4.45pm 

express to Bradford and Leeds, the same vehicles form the 9.25am express from Bradford to 

Manchester. It is, we believe, intended to work them in this way for a brief period in order to 

ascertain how they bear the strain of actual work. The third class carriages, as well as the other two 
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classes, are cushioned, an improvement which has long been granted on other lines. When the 

doors are pushed to, they fasten of themselves; the handle turning automatically.  

The means of lighting the carriages are also novel. The train is fitted with the Westinghouse brake, 

and connected with the brake is a contrivance by which compressed air is conveyed along the tops 

of the carriages in pipes. On top of each carriage is a small box containing a quantity of petroleum. 

The compressed air is brought into contact with the petroleum in such a manner as to produce 

what is called ‘gasoline’, from which a good light is obtained. As will be naturally conjectured, the gas 

is manufactured by arrangements dependent upon the motion of the train, but reservoirs of gas are 

provided which would furnish a light in case of any prolonged stoppage.  

Another improvement, which cannot be lightly valued, is an arrangement allowing passengers to 

communicate with the guard. A small handle is fixed in each compartment near the lamp, and this 

handle, when pulled, blows a whistle, and causes an application of the brake sufficient to attract the 

attention of the driver and guard. The whistle cannot be stopped until another handle on the top of 

the carriage has been turned. The compartment, therefore, where the passenger who pulled the 

handle is stationed can easily be ascertained. A new style of painting has been adopted in the case of 

the carriages in question. The upper part is of a dark buff colour which distinguishes the carriages on 

the L&Y Company’s system; the lower part is of a rich plum colour. The numbering and classification 

being in silver and gold. (Manchester Guardian, 7 April 1881) 

There are now twenty eight of Swan’s lamps in use at the offices of the L&YR at Hunts Bank. The 

generating power is an ‘A’ Gramme generator, equal to the production of 1½ Brockie lamps. The 

wires are attached in the ordinary way and fixed along either side of the interior of the building, the 

lamps being arranged in multiple arcs, two in a series. (Engineer, 8 April 1881, p.257) 

Retaining wall at Sandhills to be lengthened, strengthened and raised by Mr Smith, contractor of other 

works on the spot, estimated cost £5,000. (L&YR Minutes 13 April 1881) 

Specification of Barton Wright 0-6-0 goods engine. (Engineer, 15 April 1881, p.280) 

The L&YR invite tenders for certain alterations at Wakefield station; for painting stations. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 April 1881) 

Tender view and boiler back plate drawings and specifications of Barton Wright 0-6-0 goods engine. 

(Engineer, 22 April 1881, p.290/1) 

The L&YR heads the list of sums paid as compensation to passengers. For each million passengers 

carried the company paid, last year 1880, £1,200. (Engineer, 22 April 1881, p.293) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Middleton Junction; for a new station at 

Pickle Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 23 April 1881) 

Barton Wright authorised to ‘attend sale of contractors plant at Gisburn, and try to purchase, for not 

more than £700 apiece, three small engines, suitable for the company’s purposes at Fleetwood, 

Oldham Road, or Salford, and which Wright could alter so as to be worked by one man.’ 

Attock to inspect fifteen ballast wagons, offered in the same sale. (L&YR Minutes 27 April 1881) 

The L&YR and the Aire and Calder Navigation Company have met at Goole in respect of the new 

railway arrangements which will be rendered necessary by the approaching commencement of 

Aldam Dock. (Engineering, 29 April 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the widening of Moncrieffe Street and Orlando Street, Bolton. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 April 1881) 
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May 
Tender of Toothill & Balmforth, £3,169-10-6d, recommended to be accepted subject to enquiries as to 

their capability, for new passenger station at Pickle Bridge. (L&YR Minutes 4 May 1881) 

In order to develop their docks at Fleetwood the L&YR are willing to carry cotton from Fleetwood 

to Manchester, a distance of fifty miles, for the same rate, 3/-, as from Liverpool. (Engineer, 6 May 

1881, p.333) 

Report on the sale of Waller’s plant at Gisburn – the ballast wagons were sold at £37-10-0d to £38 

apiece and the locomotives went above the company’s limit. There will be another sale at Cheetham 

Hill Lane. (L&YR Minutes 11 May 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations at Blundellsands station. (Manchester Guardian, 11 May 

1881) 

Making the goods station buildings at Bolton, interfered with by the erection of Trinity Street Bridge, 

carried out by Dransfield & Co. at a cost of £698-19-1d. 

Tenders recommended to be accepted; J Butler, £2,400, for ironwork for renewal of bridge over 

railway at Orlando Street, Bolton; J Orrell, £1,400, for masonry for same bridge , and £1,375 for 

masonry for Moncrieffe Street bridge, subject to capability. 

Bacup widening; approach road for Mr Ashworth completed, also station buildings on high level.

(L&YR Minutes 18 May 1881) 

After some delay the new passenger station at Waterloo has been completed. The new station is on 

the south east side of the venerable shed which has done duty for a station for many years, and it is 

as cleanly and compact as the old station is dilapidated and dirty. The aim of both architect and the 

engineer appears to have been to produce a station which should be at once ornamental and useful, 

and architecturally a feature in the neighbourhood in which it is placed. (Engineer, 20 May 1881, 

p.371) 

The L&YR have decided upon the erection at Fleetwood of a grain elevator on the American 

principle, with a view of affording every facility for the reception of grain from the United States. In 

order that the company might be enabled to avail itself of all the recent improvements a special 

commissioner was sent to the United States, where he has inspected all the most approved 

appliances for the elevation of grain from ship-board into warehouses, and the company’s engineer is 

now engaged upon plans and specifications for a large warehouse and elevator. (Engineer, 20 May 

1881, p.378) 

The L&YR is considering the advisability of replacing their present first class carriages on their line 

between Manchester and Southport with new carriages on the Pullman principle. (Engineer, 20 May 

1881, p.378) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the diversion of a stream and a road and the formation of an embankment 

at Hellifield. (Manchester Guardian, 20 May 1881) 

The tender of T Wrigley Jnr £350, to be accepted for paving and metalling at Middleton Junction.

(L&YR Minutes 25 May 1881) 

The L&YR Company report stated that £150,000 are about to be expended in new works on 

different parts of the line, including the erection of several new stations, and that in addition to these 

works the company is likewise to expend a large sum in the erection of new warehouses at 

Fleetwood docks, which it was stated are becoming very profitable. (The Builder, 28 May 1881) 
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June 
The L&YR invite tenders for the formation of an approach road and for paving required at the goods 

yard, Dean Lane station. (Manchester Guardian, 1 June 1881) 

The ironwork of Victoria station roof has been completed, and the scaffolding is being cleared away. 

Tenders of Naylor Bros. recommended for acceptance; £1,530, for diversion of stream, etc., at 

Hellifield and £1,055, for construction of sidings at Hellifield. 

J Orrell & Sons have increased their tenders for masonry of bridges at Bolton, these now let to A F 

Bentley, £1,500 for Orlando Street and J Dickenson, £1,495 for Moncrieffe Street. (L&YR Minutes 1 

June 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the ironwork required in the widening of the bridges on and for the 

brickwork required for widening the North Docks branch railway; for painting stations. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 June 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for masonry and ironwork required in the renewal of Paddock Wood viaduct, 

Huddersfield, and Darcy Lever viaduct; for the masonry and ironwork required in the construction of 

a bridge in lieu of a level crossing at Blackburn; for the masonry and ironwork required in the 

rebuilding of Mayor Street Bridge, Bolton. (Manchester Guardian, 3 June 1881) 

It is proposed to lay a new line of railway between Halifax and Batley, in connexion with the GNR. 

The project is to put the metals from Pickle Bridge via Cleckheaton and Heckmondwike. The 

monopoly of the L&YR Company in this district would be destroyed if the powers to lay the line can 

be obtained. (Engineering, 3 June 1881 

The Victoria station, Manchester, in the joint occupation of the L&Y and LNWR Companies, is the 

scene of an interesting double installation of the electric light. From the centre of the main platform 

may be seen on one hand the Brockie lamps of the British Electric Light Company and on the other 

hand the alternate current lamps of Messrs Siemens Bros., and an opportunity is thus afforded of 

comparing on an extended scale the merits of the two rival systems and their relative adoptability to 

railway illumination.  

The British Electric Light Company employ two B Gramme machines, driven by a twenty horse 

power engine and their arrangements follow the general plan adopted by them elsewhere. Messrs 

Siemens Bros. feed nine lamps from a small alternate current machine and an exciter activated by a 

pair of Tangye’s three horse power engines. The method of driving is, we believe, new for the 

purpose. In the flywheel of the engine there are five grooves, each adapted to receive a three 

quarter inch diameter rope, and in the pulley of the alternate machine and of the exciter there are 

respectively three and two such grooves. A single driving rope is reeved round the pulleys much in 

the same was as if they were a pair of five-sheave pulley blocks, the two driven pulleys representing 

the lower block, and the ends of the rope being spliced together.  

The lamps are hung from the roof by cords and counterweights, and are so suspended that the act 

of drawing any one of these down first short-circuits the leading wires, and then removes the lamp 

out of electrical communication with the machine. The arrangements in the LNW  Company’s 

station have been carried out by Mr Raworth, Messrs Siemens Bros. representative in the North. 

(Engineering, 3 June 1881, p.572) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new goods offices at Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 4 

June 1881) 

The various works at our new railway station at Bacup are now approaching completion. (Bacup 

Times, 4 June 1881) 
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About half past one o’clock yesterday morning a luggage train was proceeding from Oldham to 

Royton when it would appear that the brakes were not applied sufficiently early and the engine ran 

through Royton station, split the massive wooden line-block into splinters and knocked down about 

seven yards of a strongly built stone wall, the debris falling into the adjoining street. Part of the 

engine also protruded into the thoroughfare. No injuries were inflicted. Another engine was sent 

from Werneth and the disabled engine restored to the metals. A gang of workmen were at work 

yesterday repairing the damage to the station plant and rebuilding the wall. (Manchester Evening 

News, 4 June 1881) 

Yesterday morning the S.S. Rosa arrived at Hull and afterwards Goole with over 200 tons of new 

potatoes from Jersey. She will be followed by three other vessels. Large quantities of new potatoes 

are required for the great towns of L&Y. (Manchester Evening News, 7 June 1881) 

The new church at Newton Heath, St. Anne, is shortly to be erected at a cost of about £4,000 to 

which half the amount is being contributed by the L&YR in the vicinity of whose works the church 

will be erected. (Manchester Evening News, 9 June 1881) 

The L&YR is about to build a single span passenger station at Liverpool at a cost of nearly half a 

million. In inviting designs the company offer for the design accepted, £750; for the second best, 

£500; and for the third best, £350. In addition to the sum of £750 as an Honorarium, however, they 

will allow the successful competitor two per cent on the capital expended. (Engineer, 10 June 1881, 

p.423) 

On Saturday, 4th June 1881 two new platforms were opened by the L&YR for public traffic at 

Accrington station. There are now four platforms and will do away with the necessity of backing 

trains. (Bacup Times, 11 June 1881) 

Tenders recommended for acceptance; Ormerod & Grierson & Co. £11,104, for renewal of ironwork 

of Darcy Lever viaduct and £6,171, for renewal of ironwork of Paddock Wood viaduct,, also that of 

Butterley & Co. £1,471-18-0d, for ironwork of bridge to carry Mayor Street, Bolton, over the railway 

and of J Dickinson, £1,195, for masonry of same bridge; also that of Butterley & Co. £929 May 0d, 

for ironwork of bridge under the railway at Harrison’s level crossing, Blackburn and of R B 

Matthews, £1,541, for masonry of same bridge. (L&YR Minutes 15 June 1881) 

The L&YR has just put in hand an extension of the bridge which carries Ducie Street over one 

entrance to Victoria station. This has been done with the view of giving access to a plot of land 

recently purchased for the extension purposes from the workhouse authorities, and the addition 

which is being made to the bridge will have a span of 118 feet at the widest part, and will give a total 

width to the bridge when completed of about 310 feet. The new portion will be constructed on two 

main girders with transverse cross girders, all of wrought iron, and new face plates to the roadway, 

higher and of a more ornamental character than those at present on the bridge, will be put along the 

whole width.  

The same company is also putting in hand the erection of new goods offices, the removal of the 

present offices (at Salford) having been rendered necessary in consequence of the LNWR laying 

down a new double line of rails from Victoria station to Ordsall Lane. The new offices for the L&YR

are being erected on the site of the old court house adjoining Stanley Street, and the work in both 

cases is being carried out under the supervision and from the designs of Mr Meek, the engineer, and 

Mr Green, the architect, for the company. (Engineer, 17 June 1881, p.450) 

Tender of T Wrigley Jnr £4,400, to be accepted for formation of goods yard and approach at Dean 

Lane, Newton Heath. (L&YR Minutes 22 June 1881) 
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Tender of Dransfield & Smith recommended to be accepted for widening North Docks branch, 

Liverpool, £20,700 less £800 for old materials; also that of Patent Shaft & Axletree Co. £7,606 

October 0d, for ironwork of bridges on same branch; also that of S Warburton, £7,350, for new goods 

offices at Salford. (L&YR Minutes 29 June 1881) 

July 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a grain elevator warehouse at Fleetwood. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 July 1881) 

Report of an accident at Wakefield on Saturday, 2nd July 1881 between a passenger train and a horse 

box special. (Manchester Evening News, 4 July 1881; Manchester Courier, 5 July 1881) 

Report of an accident at Accrington on Tuesday, 5th July 1881 when an express train from 

Manchester, signalled into the up bay platform, was in collision with a train of empty carriages which 

were being set back up the incline on the up line. The new (bay) platform has been erected for the 

passengers of the Manchester trains. (Manchester Guardian, 6 July 1881) 

Lightning during a thunderstorm on Tuesday, 5th July did considerable damage to a pointsman’s cabin 

at Feniscowles. The pointsman was knocked down and all lights in the cabin were extinguished and 

the chimney demolished. At Darwen the line was blocked by a landslide. (Manchester Evening News, 

7 July 1881)  

About noon on Saturday a collision took place on the L&YR at the Kirkgate station at Wakefield. 

Twenty five persons were injured, some damage was done to the rolling stock, and the traffic was 

interrupted for about a couple of hours. It seems that about the time named the L&Y 12.03pm 

passenger train from Wakefield to Manchester was just about to move off from the platform side at 

the west end of the station when a special train, consisting of a number of horse boxes, entered the 

station from the west, or Manchester end. The driver of the horse box train ran past the home 

signal, which it is said was against him, and the buffers of his engine caught one of the buffers of the 

engine attached to the passenger train. The last named engine (No.631) was thrown off the metals, 

and the force of the collision caused the coupling chains to break, and the carriages becoming 

detached from the engine, which was thrown off the line, ran towards Normanton. They were 

quickly stopped, when it was ascertained that about twenty five of the occupants had received slight 

injuries, chiefly about the head and face. All the passengers were able, after a short delay, to proceed 

on their journey, or to return to their homes. (Engineer, 8 July 1881, p.21)

Lower Darwen engine shed completed except for a short length of gas and water mains. (L&YR

Minutes 13 July 1881) 

Report of an accident at Old Bailey Street, Salford, when, in pulling down a building to make room 

for new offices for the LYR, a wall collapsed. (Manchester Evening News, 15 July 1881) 

The L&YR, in order to meet increasing traffic requirements of engines working the Preston district, 

have commenced the erection of a large new locomotive shed at Lostock Hall. This shed will be 224 

feet long by 140 feet wide and will provide accommodation for thirty two engines of the largest 

type, whilst along one side will run a suite of offices and mechanics’  and other workshops for 

repairing purposes. The roof will be in thirteen spans of 17 feet supported upon cast iron columns 

with troughs running the whole length of the shed to carry away smoke from the engines. The shed 

is being erected from the designs of the company architect, and the contractor is Mr Bridge of 

Burscough. (Engineer, 15 July 1881, p.43) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a gantry at Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 20 July 1881) 
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The grain elevator contract at Fleetwood to be let to Cooper & Tullis for £41,800. (L&YR Minutes 20 

July 1881) 

A memorial from certain Manchester gentlemen urging that immediate action be taken in 

conjunction with the LNWR to cover the river Irwell between Victoria Bridge Street and the railway 

bridge at Hunts Bank and to bring the proposed station up to the river. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

July 1881) 

Newchurch station will be renamed Waterfoot for Newchurch on and after 1st August 1881. (Bacup 

Times, 23 July 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the masonry and ironwork required in the widening of the bridge 

carrying East Bank Street, Southport, over the railway. (Manchester Guardian, 23 July 1881) 

The board recommended to accept the tenders of the Butterley Iron Co. £11,593, for Darcy Lever 

viaduct, and that of W Stevens, £7,160, for that at Paddock Wood, Ormerod & Grierson cannot carry 

out their contracts. (L&YR Minutes 27 July 1881) 

A memorial to the Manchester and Salford Corporations is in course of signature amongst influential 

people, strongly urging the LNWR to cover the river between Victoria Bridge and the railway bridge 

over the Irwell at Hunts Bank, “so that the whole site of this foul stream may thus become and form 

a useful and important additional area to the existing street, which is already burthen with traffic, 

secure two acres of land and a fine open space, and afford room for great increase of 

accommodation at the railway station.” (Engineer, 29 July 1881, p.75) 

Increased railway accommodation is desired by the manufacturers and trading classes of 

Heckmondwike. A meeting of the most influential of their number took place last week to consider 

a project for the extension of the GNR to that place. (Engineer, 29 July 1881, p.75) 

It is stated that the L&YR contemplate sending the whole of their passenger traffic to Blackpool from 

the south via Lytham and St. Annes-on-the-Sea. For this purpose a double line of rails will be laid 

down between Kirkham and Blackpool Central station where only a single line exists at present. 

(Manchester Courier & Manchester Evening News, 29 July 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the improvements required at Hall Road and Birkdale stations; for 

widening the main line between Heaton Lodge junction and Dewsbury junction. (Manchester 

Guardian, 30 July 1881) 

August 
Three men had a narrow escape at Miles Platting station after one had been knocked unconscious 

whilst crossing the line. Those who have seen trains with the new automatic brakes come into the 

stations will realise the extent of the peril in which the three were placed. (Middleton Guardian, 6 

August 1881) 

Report of the accident at Blackburn on Monday, 8th August 1881. (Manchester Evening News, 

Manchester Guardian & Manchester Courier, 9 August 1881; Engineer, 12 August 1881) 

Tender of S Pilling, £1,700, recommended to be accepted for brick work in widening of East Bank 

Street, Southport, and that of Rye, Son & Ogden, £800 January 6d, for the ironwork. (L&YR Minutes 

10 August 1881) 

The directors of the L&YR have awarded premiums for the designs prepared for the proposed new 

Exchange station at Liverpool, as under, viz; 1st £750, Mr John West, 4. South Parade, Manchester; 

2nd £500, Mr F J Percival, Old Parsonage, Newchurch, near Manchester; 3rd Mt Thos. Mitchell, 17 St 

Ann’s Square, Manchester. (Engineer, 12 August 1881, p.115) 
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A few days ago the Blackburn station of the L&YR Company was the scene of a collision which has 

resulted in more or less serious injury for forty passengers, and up to the present in the loss of five 

lives. In view of the official inquiry, which has already been opened by Colonel Yolland, and in which 

Captain Galton will act on behalf of the railway company in investigating all the facts which can be 

obtained, it would be premature to put forward any conclusions as to the cause of the disaster, but 

the circumstances, as far as at present ascertained under which the collision took place, may be 

briefly described.  

It may be remembered that some time ago a direct route from Manchester to the North was 

opened, by the construction of a short line from Chatburn to Hellifield, joining the L&YR with the 

Midland Company at the last named place. Express trains were at once introduced to run between 

Manchester and Hellifield, stopping only at Over Darwen, Blackburn, and Chatburn, and through 

carriages for both Glasgow and Edinburgh were put on by both companies. Two or more of these 

carriages have been sent regularly on the Manchester train, which have not been uncoupled until 

they reached Hellifield, but one or two have been sent from Liverpool, and these have had to be 

uncoupled at Blackburn, as well as at Hellifield.  

One of the Liverpool and Yorkshire express trains is due at Blackburn at 3.06pm, and out again at 

3.09pm whilst one of the Manchester and Hellifield express trains is due in at 3.14pm and out at 

3.19pm. The last carriage of the Liverpool train is generally the “through” one, and this being taken 

off by an engine in readiness at Blackburn is afterwards attached to the front of the Hellifield train 

and sent on with the other “through” carriages which invariably come next the engine. It was 

between these two trains that the collision occurred. The train from Liverpool happened to be late, 

and was standing between the platforms in the Blackburn station when the Manchester train came 

up in the rear. Usually the Manchester train runs through the station and pulls up at what is termed 

the tunnel platform, which is at the further end, but on this occasion it ought, as is sometimes the 

case, to have stopped before getting half way through the station, and to have set down its 

passengers for Blackburn there.  

At the time of the accident, an engine which is used for working a local loop line and for shunting 

was standing behind the Liverpool train, having been coupled to a “through” carriage, for the 

purpose of taking it off and removing it to a siding until the Manchester train should come up. A 

minute or two later the Liverpool train, already five minutes behind its time, would have gone on the 

Accrington and Yorkshire, and the shunting engine would have followed it into the tunnel, thus 

leaving the main line clear. But before this could be done the Manchester train came into the station, 

running almost at full speed, and before it could be pulled up was in collision with the engine and 

train along the platform. The engines struck one another with such force that they became 

interlocked whilst the nearest carriages on both trains were piled up one upon another, smashed or 

telescoped, and but for the fact that the shunting engine received the first shock of the collision 

there is little doubt the disaster would have been of a much more serious character even than it has 

been.  

As to the actual cause of the catastrophe, widely different opinions are at present expressed, but 

there are two facts which are not in dispute. Shunting was going on in the station when the 

Manchester express was due in, and the Manchester train came in at a speed variously estimated, 

but generally stated to have been at least thirty five miles per hour. It is not an unusual circumstance 

for the Manchester train to come into the station whilst shunting has been going on, but the driver 

of the express has a full view into the station for upwards of 300 yards before he enters, and under 

ordinary circumstances with proper control over his train, ought to be able to pull up long before 

reaching any obstruction which he would be able to see in his way. In this case the Manchester train 

which consisted of a heavy bogie express engine, two Scotch carriages, and a van, a first, second, and 

two thirds class carriages, had pulled up at Darwen station, which is four miles distant from 

Blackburn, and between the two stations there is a gradient of 1 in 100  until 26 chains of the 
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Blackburn station, where the line is on the level, and at which point there is a signal box, after which 

there is a perfectly straight run with nothing to obstruct the view of the driver into the station. In 

leaving Darwen station the only steam required is just what is requisite to start the engine, the 

incline afterwards being sufficient to carry it on to Blackburn, and as the train in question passed the 

signal box steam was observed to be shut. The train was provided with a new Westinghouse 

automatic brake with all the most recent improvements, and although the driver was running this 

particular journey for the first time he had previously been in charge of express trains on the same 

line, and was well acquainted with the working of the Westinghouse brake.  

In the official account published by the railway company it is stated that “the driver had not sufficient 

control of the train, but from what cause has not been ascertained,” but both the driver and the guard 

assert that the brake was put on, but would not act. So far as the accident is concerned the 

questions at issue would seem to be whether, in the first place, the driver of the express train 

should have been allowed to pass the signal box whilst another train was shunting in the station; 

then, when the driver had passed the signal box, and being in full view of the train standing in the 

station, he took proper measures for pulling up, for which he had more than ample distance, and, 

lastly, whether the brake, supposing it to have been applied, failed in its operation. These, of course, 

are questions which can only be decided by the official inquiry, as, prior to this, the railway 

authorities, on the one hand, have naturally been very reticent in expressing any opinion, whilst, with 

regard to the brake, any investigation has been impossible, as the whole of the wrecked engines and 

trains were taken charge of by the police. (Engineer, 12 August 1881, p.118) 

The facts concerning the Blackburn accident are not yet so clearly elucidated as to justify much 

comment on the occurrence at the present moment. It appears on the afternoon of Tuesday last an 

express from Liverpool, due at Blackburn at five minutes past three, had arrived punctually, and was 

standing in the station. A Pullman car had to be detached from the train, and a shunting engine was 

being coupled to it when the express from Manchester, due at Blackburn at 3.14, ran into it at a high 

speed, some 30 or 40 miles an hour, it is stated. The two engines were locked together, and the 

force of the collision was transferred to the train behind, the worst damage apparently having been 

done to the Manchester express, two carriages of which were completely wrecked. Several of the 

passengers in the standing train alarmed by the excitement on the platform created by the approach 

of the express, left their seats, and so narrowly escaped, but five persons have lost their lives, and 

many have been injured in consequence of the collision.  

It has been stated that the Manchester express was only partially fitted with the Westinghouse 

brake, that is, two or three carriages were fitted, but it is evident that had the whole train been 

furnished, the disastrous collision could not have been averted, if it be true that the driver only 

applied the brakes within thirty yards of the station. Several important points present themselves for 

consideration in connexion with this wretched business. Was the standing train protected by signal? 

Are drivers permitted by the company to approach a station at so high a rate of speed as that which 

caused the accident? Was the train properly fitted with continuous brakes, and if so, did the driver 

know how to control them? Probably these and other questions of high public importance will be 

answered at the coming inquiry. (Engineering, 12 August 1881, p.172) 

No fewer than 44 sets of designs for the new Exchange Station at Liverpool have been sent in. Sir 

John Hawkshaw has given his decision. (Manchester Evening News, 13 August 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new goods sheds at North Docks station, Liverpool.

(Manchester Guardian, 13 August 1881) 

On Monday, 8th August 1881 at Shaw on the L&YR an engine was engaged in shunting carriages in 

preparation for trips in connection with Oldham Wakes. An extra train left Rochdale for Shaw at 

9.20pm and on passing beneath a bridge near to Shaw collided with the engine shunting which was 

knocked over, setting fire to the carriages it was shunting. Passengers in the 9.20pm train were 
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knocked about and ran shrieking into a field. One of the guards had to be taken to the infirmary. 

The fire engulfed three first class and two third class carriages lighting up the whole district. A hose 

pipe was used on the now detached carriages extinguishing the flames but not until four were 

destroyed and one partially destroyed. The driver of the shunting engine was fatally scalded by 

escaping steam from his engine. The line was completely blocked until Tuesday noon having been 

cleared by the Newton Heath breakdown gang. (Middleton Albion, 13 August 1881) 

For the wakes traffic accommodation had to be made for 114 carriages  thirty four of which had 

been shunted on to the Rochdale to Oldham line. (Middleton Guardian, 13 August 1881) 

The directors of the L&YR have awarded the premiums for the proposed new Exchange station at 

Liverpool as viz; 1st £700 John West, 4 South Parade, Manchester, 2nd £500 H T Percival, Old 

Parsonage, Newchurch, near Manchester, 3rd £250 Thomas Mitchell, 17 St Annes Square, 

Manchester. (The Builder, 13 August 1881)

Tender of E Taylor & Co. £12,422, to be accepted for improvements at Middleton Junction. (L&YR

Minutes 17 August 1881) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 24th August 1881. The property 

required for the proposed extension of the Exchange station in Liverpool, for which work 

parliamentary authority was obtained in 1876, has for the most part been acquired, and the work 

will before long be commenced. (Manchester Guardian, 18 August 1881) 

The British Electric Light Co of Liverpool, have, for the past eight months, been lighting the L&YR

section of Victoria station with ten lights of 5,000 candle power each by means of two ‘E’ Gramme 

machines worked by a 16 horse power Marshall engine. The railway authorities say the lighting has 

given every satisfaction. (Engineer, 19 August 1881, p.139) 

Liverpool Exchange Station Competition Letter to the Editor. Sir, Through the courtesy of the 

secretary of the L&YR Company I was permitted to see the competition drawings, the inspection of which is 

now closed to the public. I am informed this closing has been necessitated owing to two of the reports having 

been taken from the building. However justly indignation is felt at the awards made, it must be regretted that 

this should have been done. 

  As to the designs premiated; 

“M.A.I.” – it is astonishing this should have received the first premium. The design truly is simple, practical, 

(for the year 1848), and economical enough, but does it not seem a thousand pities that the great 

inconveniences of the present should be maintained? It did for a generation back, but is it worthy of 1881? 

Are the public still to climb the steep steps in the wet at the angle nearest the Exchange? Are the cab inclines 

still to wear out the horses, and “cabs in” jostle “cabs out?” Is the space occupied by these unnecessarily 

wide roads – a space more valuable than all the existing superstructure – still to be wasted? 

“Omega” – Here we have the same unimproved roads together with great waste of frontage, and the lines 

of railways shortened 20ft one side and 60ft the other. Should not this non-compliance with directions have 

rendered the design unfit for receiving an award? 

“O.C.S.” – Approaches as before, and another side road as bad or worse. It is hardly 1 in 15. The Board of 

trade requirement for raising a main country road, macadamise and with a rise of 18ft, is a gradient of 1 in 

20; but here, on granite setts of 27ft rise with constant traffic, and turns, 1 in 15 is proposed. 

Surely this is serious, yet all the premiated (sic) designs have this gradient. 

Is there nothing better sent in? Has no design a cab inlet and outlet where wanted, viz. opposite Moorfields, 

and of a practicable gradient with passengers’ thoroughfares at each important approach; Tithebarn Street 
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with shops and offices; emigrants’ accommodation, ample and cut off for passengers? These were the 

requirements! Is there no design for fulfilling them? 

As an engineer of many years’ practical experience in railway matters, this to my mind should seriously 

engage the attention of the directors, the shareholders, and the public. 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

Henry Blackbourn, Assos. Memb, Inst CE. 71 Ganden Road, Clapham, S.W. August 17th 1881. 

(Engineering, 19 August 1881, p.198.) 

Sir, May I be allowed to call your careful attention to the very recent L&YR Company’s New Station 

Competition, and the awards? I have not time this week to forward you a truthful expose of the whole 

transaction, but I promise to do so next week, when I think I shall be able to show, in detail, how unjustifiably 

the premiums have been awarded, and what (as I think) a great injustice has been done to many very able 

men who sent in designs. A Non-Competitor. (The Builder, 20 August 1881) 

Long report on the accident at Blackburn on 8th August 1881. (The Builder. 20 August 1881) 

Tenders recommended to be accepted; Naylor Bros. £28,950, for widening the line between Heaton 

Lodge and Dewsbury junctions; J Tyldesley, £4,264, for ironwork for the same; J B Walsh, £14,600, 

for roofs for cotton sidings and steel traffic sidings at North Docks, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 23 

August 1881) 

The Newton Heath LYR sports were held on Monday afternoon, 22nd August, in the presence of a 

large number of spectators. Events included a two mile cycle race, a sack race, throwing a cricket 

ball, youth’s race, as well as several handicap running races. (Manchester Courier, 24 August 1881) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 24th August 1881. It was stated that it 

would cost between £5,000 and £6,000 for a retaining wall at Todmorden rendered necessary by a 

serious land slip. (Manchester Evening News, 24 August 1881; Manchester Guardian, 25 August 

1881) 

On the 18th instant a train was fitted up like the Manchester express, which came into collision at 

Blackburn, and the jury were conveyed with the chief officials of the L&YR to Rimington, on the 

Hellifield line. By means of the Westinghouse brake the train was stopped in 25 seconds, in a 

distance of 231 yards while descending a gradient of 1 in 82 at a rate of 40 miles per hour; with the 

handbrake on a level it took two minutes and 18 seconds to bring the train to a standstill. (Engineer, 

26 August 1881, p.151) 

The award in connection with the L&Y New Station at Liverpool has been made; the directors, -- 

acting presumably, under the advice of Sir John Hawkshaw, who was called in to assist  them in their 

deliberations – having given the premiums to three local architects of by no means world-wide fame. 

The company – differing somewhat from an ordinary architectural competition, inasmuch as 

considerable engineering skill as well as artistic taste had to be brought to bear on the problem – 

has ended most unsatisfactorily to the competitors and not creditably to the promoters.  

The instructions, issued for the guidance of the competitors, clearly invited designs for a “New 

Station,” and the spirit, if not the letter, of those instructions implied a wish on the part of the 

directors to secure a comprehensive and liberal scheme which would suffice for the requirements of 

the public for very many years to come. In spite of this, however, we find the first and second 

premiated designs consisting of plans for crude additions to the existing buildings, utterly wanting in 

anything like architectural dignity, badly designed as regards the approaches and exits, and quite 

devoid of any originality, and unworthy of so important a city as Liverpool, and of so wealthy a 
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company as the L&YR Company. The third premiated design is, perhaps, the best of the lucky ones, 

but it bears a family resemblance to the others, and certainly the strange co-incidence that all three 

premiums go to Manchester – the headquarters of the L&Y system – taken with the fact of all the 

successful competitors using in the old buildings with as little alteration as possible, points only to 

one conclusion, and that is, that valuable information as to the wishes and intentions of the directors 

has been conveyed to part of the competitors and not to th whole. If this has been so, it is certainly 

a most unfair and unjustifiable proceeding.  

The two best designs in the competition are that signed “Rectus,” by Mr James Barlow Foster, of 

Leeds, and “Invitum Sequitor Honor,” by Messrs J H Lynde and Charles Heathcote. The former is 

shown in great detail by drawings well considered and beautifully executed. The general effect of the 

elevation is commanding and well balanced; the booking hall centrally placed and of ample size; and 

all the offices and conveniences planned on a liberal scale and ease of access. The gradient from 

Tithebarn Street is carefully worked out and easy, although it would perhaps have been better to 

have made the approach and exit road somewhat wider and to have divided it by a dwarf wall so as 

to keep the ingoing and outgoing traffic separate, and also to have kept the entrance and exit gates 

on the Tithebarn Street level apart, especially as this could have been easily effected without altering 

the general arrangement. The other design mentioned above is most certainly entitled to one of the 

premiums if for nothing else than its admirable solution of the approach difficulty. Nothing could be 

simpler and therefore nothing more satisfactory for the working of the traffic than the parallel 

slopes, one outgoing and the other incoming placed in front of the main building. The fact of the 

main buildings being placed so far back from Tithebarn Street might be prejudicial to the elevation, 

but on the whole the scheme is a good one, and the general arrangements liberal in scale and well 

throughout.  

Among the best of the other designs are those marked “Direct,” “Lancashire,” “Vulcan,” “Span,” – 

who puts all his platforms under one roof after the manner of St Pancras; “L&Y,” – with an attractive 

elevation and an ingenious arrangement of approaches; and “Centaur.” In many of the designs 

considerable engineering skill and ingenuity has been shown in the construction of the roofs and in 

utilising the space under the platforms, and altogether the competition has produced some 

remarkable good work. At the same time, considering the importance of the building and the liberal 

amount of the premiums, it is surprising that more first class designs have not been sent in. The 

competition, however, is most remarkable on account of the extraordinary disposal of the 

premiums, and many if not all of the forty unsuccessful competitors who have been left out in the 

cold will doubtless hesitate before they again submit the fruits of their talent and energy to the 

tender mercies of the L&Y directors. (Engineer, 26 August 1881, p.154) 

Liverpool Exchange Station Competition Letters to the Editor. Sir, My attention has been 

directed to your last week’s issue, in one column of which a letter is inserted from Mr Henry Blackbourn, 

A.I.C.E. of 74 Ganden Road Clapham. 

I have not the pleasure of Mr Blackbourn’s acquaintance, but am obliged to him for his letter, inasmuch as it 

gives one the opportunity of pointing out that the first premiated design contains all those essential points he 

asks for, viz, “A cab inlet and outlet opposite Moorfields and of a practical gradient (1 in 16); passenger 

thoroughfares at each important approach; Tithebarn Street with shops and offices; emigrant 

accommodation ample and cut off from other passengers,” and the public have at no point to climb steep 

steps in the wet. 

There are two sentences in Mr Blackbourn’s letter which seem to stultify each other. He first speaks of the 

cabs jostling one another, and then says the roads are unnecessarily wide – if the roads are too wide there 

ought to be less chance of jostling. 



1880-1889 

633 

As regards the gradient, 1 in 20 may be necessary for goods traffic but for a passenger traffic, 1 in 16 is a 

practicable gradient and in the present case better than a lower gradient, as it shortens the approaches 

proportionately. 

Herewith I send you a block plan of the first premiated design and a copy of the report in connexion with the 

same, from which you may select and publish what you think proper. 

In conclusion I beg to express a hope that whomsoever it was who took away the reports in connexion with 

the first and second design, they will at an early opportunity please to return them when they have 

abstracted all the information they require. 

Yours faithfully, John West, 4 South Parade, Manchester, August 22nd, 1881. 

Sir. Referring to a very able letter published in your last week’s issue from Mr Blackbourn, I wish to ask you 

through the medium of your most valuable paper whether it is an engineering fact that 1 in 15 is a proper or 

sufficient gradient for a rise of 27ft, or would it be properly open to severe criticism from members of his 

profession? Is there any instance of an engineer committing himself in practise to such a gradient for such a 

rise, and on granite setts too? 

Sir John Hawkshaw’s award in this competition surely is open to severe criticism from every one, and more 

especially from members of his own profession, and doubtless like many others, would be glad to get his 

reasons for selecting the designs he has done. 

In a competition some time ago Mr Waterhouse, architect, had to adjudicate on the merits of, I think, forty 

five or fifty plans, etc. and when he gave his award, dissatisfaction being felt by some, he gave a clear report 

on those he awarded premiums to, and also his reasons for not doing so to the others, which was most 

satisfactory. Surely Sir John Hawkshaw might do the same. Are not the competitors entitled to this, seeing 

their designs cost much time and money?

Yours faithfully, R. S. Newall Road, Croydon, August 24th 1881. 

Sir, Mr Blackbourn is in error when he writes thus; “O.C.S. Approaches as before, and another side road 

as bad or worse. It is barely 1 in 15.” The existing roadway has a gradient of about 1 in 18, and in my 

scheme the rise is 1 in 23. This is both shown and noted on my drawings. 

I am Sir, etc. Thomas Mitchell, Priory Chambers, Oldham, August, 23rd 1881. 

(Engineering, 26 August 1881, p.210)  

The Blackburn Collision. Since the disastrous railway collision at the Blackburn station, many 

efforts have been made in this country and on the Continent to anticipate the Board of Trade report 

on the verdict of the coroner’s jury, and to assign as the cause of the accident the failure of the 

Westinghouse brake to act at the critical moment. It would be obviously improper until the pending 

inquiry has terminated to analyse the evidence and to publish any deductions there from, but in view 

of the premature attempts that have been made to discredit the Westinghouse brake it is as well to 

place on record some of the salient points of the evidence obtained during the official inquiry that 

has already been concluded. 

The facts of the case are sufficiently familiar. A train running from Liverpool to Todmorden had 

stopped at the Blackburn station, where a carriage from the tail end of the train was being removed 

by a shunting engine. Just then an express train from Manchester ran into the station at a high rate of 

speed, damaging the shunting engine and the carriage attached to it, and breaking up two composite 

carriages at the rear of the train; the remainder of the train was undamaged and proceeded to 

Todmorden. As for the Manchester express two carriages and a van were destroyed, but all the fatal 

accidents occurred in the rear carriages of the Yorkshire train. The express was made up of an 
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engine and tender, four composite and two third class carriages, and a guard’s van; the train was 

fitted with the Westinghouse automatic brake. The collision occurred about 142 yards from the end 

of the adjacent platform of the Blackburn station; 30 yards beyond is the West signal cabin, 144 

yards from it is the Old Junction signal cabin, and 355 yards beyond is the Bolton Junction cabin; the 

distance from this latter to the point of collision is thus 671 yards. The rails as far as the West cabin 

are level, and from this point they run through the station with a grade of 1 in 102. There are no 

sharp curves between the Bolton Junction cabin and the station. 

We may first summarise the evidence respecting the signals. James Livesey, district passenger 

superintendent, testified that in accordance with a rule of the company, when there was a train in 

the station, and one following, the second one was stopped by the home signal and signalled into the 

station with a green flag. The rule about the green flag was strictly adhered to. John Graham, the 

signalman on duty at the Old Junction cabin when the collision occurred, said that his distance signal 

and the distance signal of the West cabin were both at danger when the Manchester express passed 

his distance signal at a rate of speed that would have been usual had there been no signals against it. 

The speed on passing his cabin was thirty of forty miles an hour. The West cabin signalman took off 

his distance signal, upon which John Graham removed the Old Junction home signal, and guided by 

the West cabin signal showed his green flag to the express. Thomas Thompson, the signalman at the 

West cabin, on the other hand, swore that he did not take off the distance signal, but he lowered his 

home signal, and the express passed his cabin 172 yards from the point of collision at about 40 miles 

an hour. This witness appears to have been learning his business, since another signalman deposed 

that he put Thompson in training and that his instructions to him were to keep the home signal at 

danger until the train slackened speed and was under control; to keep the home signal at danger till 

the driver could see him, and then put a green flag out of the window. Thompson, however, 

admitted that he had lowered his home signal and passed the express on at forty miles an hour. It 

will be noticed that on the matter of the distance signal, the evidence of this witness, and that of the 

men at the Old Junction cabin, is distinctly contradictory.  

The evidence of the driver of the express does not tend to harmonise matters. He said that the 

signals at Bolton Road Junction (the furthest from the station of the three cabins) were off; the 

distance signals of both the Old Junction and the West cabins were at danger, but both the home 

signals were off; no green flag was shown to him at the Old Junction. The man at the latter place had 

deposed that he only lowered his home signal after the West cabin distance signal had been 

lowered, which the West signalman swore he did not lower at all. The driver’s evidence is partially 

endorsed by that of the guard of the express, who swore that the signals were all off up to 

Blackburn station, except a distance signal worked from the tunnel on the other side of the station. 

“When there has been anything standing in the Blackburn station before, the home signal at the West 

cabin has been kept at danger until the train has been almost pulled up, and then signalled in by the green 

flag. I did not see any green flag that day, and the home signal was off.” The evidence of the two last 

witnesses thus confirms that of the pupil Thompson, who was learning his business at that moment 

that the express was passed on into the station with open signals and no green flag. 

The testimony of Ezekiel Howard, the Blackburn station master, should be summarised before we 

dismiss this part of the evidence. He said; “The long distance signal on one cabin is displayed on the 

home signal of the next cabin in the cabins near the station; for instance, the distance signal of the 

West cabin is on the home post of the Blackburn cabin, and the distance signal of the Old Junction 

cabin is on the home post of the Bolton Junction cabin. The driver would consequently see the 

distance signal of the West cabin at the same time as the home signal of the Old Junction cabin. If 

the home signal were off at the Old Junction, and the distance signal of the West cabin up at the 

same place, the train should be under control at the West cabin. Had the home signal been up at the 

West cabin, the train would have been brought to a stand at that cabin. It is custom to take off the 

signals and display the green flag, in order to let both trains be in the station together. If the home 

signal and distance signal were both on, it was the duty of the driver to pull up at the home signal, 
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but he might pass the distance signal if the home signal were off, and proceed cautiously. The station 

is strictly speaking, guarded by the West cabin, and if the man has any doubt, he should stop the 

train so as to avoid danger.” 

Next as regards the speed of the express. On this point the testimony is remarkably harmonious. 

Graham, the Old Junction signalman, deposed that the train passed his cabin at a “very unusual 

speed”. Thompson testified that it passed into the station at about forty miles an hour. The guard of 

the train admits thirty miles an hour on passing the West cabin at the end of the station, and forty 

five miles an hour before approaching the Old Junction cabin. Mr W Taylor, J.P., an habitual traveller 

by the train, gave evidence of the irregular manner in which the express was driven on that day. The 

driver “went very fast, and the brake dragged severely […]. I said I feared we were going to be shaken off 

the metals […]. We ran through the tunnel faster than usual, and then he put on a terrific speed till 

Darwen was reached […]. We came past Bolton Junction much faster than usual.” The same witness 

also spoke of the alarm felt by himself and several friends. Howard, the Blackburn station master, 

stated that although the driver of the train had been with an express before, it was the first time he 

had ever run the train that caused the accident. 

  The evidence regarding the action of the driver of the express and the behaviour of the 

Westinghouse brake may be now summarised. The driver states that he did not see the train 

standing in the station until just after passing the Old Junction cabin. The brake had been working 

well, and it was all right when he had last applied it at Over Darwen, three miles from Blackburn. At 

the latter place “he found that the automatic brake did not take effect the instant he applied it as it 

had done previously.” He put on his hand brake on passing Bolton station (sic), and he reversed his 

engine and whistled for brakes as soon as he saw a  train standing in the station, that is just after 

passing the Old Junction cabin. He had only had three weeks’ experience  with the Westinghouse 

brake, and had had a difficulty with it on a previous occasion.  

The fireman of the shunting engine which was removing the carriage from the Liverpool train in the 

Blackburn station says that he saw the Manchester express first at the end of the platform outside 

the covered part of the station; that after he had seen it the driver of the express, who had shut off 

steam, whistled for brakes and reversed his engine. “That was just as the express was coming under the 

roof of the station.” According to the witness the express driver began to take energetic means to 

stop his train after he had passed the West cabin, at forty miles an hour according to the signalman 

Thompson, and not just as the train had passed the Old Junction cabin. The passenger guard of the 

express states that the driver whistled for brakes just as his van had passed the West cabin, 

corroborating the fireman of the shunting engine, but the speed had previously been reduced (from 

45 miles an hour) by the application of “some brake.”  

The Westinghouse brake had acted properly at the previous stoppages of the journey, but on this 

occasion “he did not feel” the Westinghouse brake put on. In the opinion of the guard the train 

passed the West cabin at thirty miles an hour, and struck the engine in the station at a speed of 

twenty miles an hour. The fireman of the Manchester express states that he put on the hand brake 

just after passing Bolton Junction, and kept it on. It is not clear from this witness at what moment 

the driver applied the Westinghouse brake, but he had applied it before he whistled for brakes on 

passing the West cabin, as was confirmed by the guard, who stated that after passing the West cabin 

he opened the valve of the Westinghouse brake in that the brake was full on. The pressure of air in 

the brake was between 80lb and 100lb on before the collision. One of the passengers testified to 

feeling a brake put on nearing the Blackburn station, but it was only gently put on. John Graham, the 

Old Junction cabin signalman, said that when the signals are off it is the custom to apply the 

Westinghouse brake near the West cabin.  

According to the evidence, the home signal at the West cabin was off, when the train passed at a 

speed of forty miles an hour, the usual point for putting on the Westinghouse brake, and at a 
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distance of 172 yards from the point of collision. No evidence was attainable as to whether the 

brake blocks were in contact with the wheels of the shattered portion of the express, but more 

than half an hour after the accident, when the four uninjured carriages were hauled away by an 

engine, the brakes were not on then, but a sufficient interval had elapsed to allow the brakes to have 

leaked off. A careful examination of the express after the collision showed that as regards these 

carriages the brake was in thorough order and acted perfectly, and the brake acted on the other 

three carriages and engine on the first application. A minute examination led to no discovery which 

pointed to any failure of the brake. There was a slight leakage affecting the release valve of one 

carriage; a surprisingly small amount of damage from so violent a collision.  

Yesterday week, for the information of the jury, a train composed exactly like the one which had 

been in collision was made up, and a series of experiments were conducted with it. It was found that 

with a speed of about forty miles an hour, the speed at which the express passed the West cabin, 

where it was customary for the driver to apply the Westinghouse brake, the train was pulled up in 

231 yards, and in 25 seconds, or 60 yards further than the distance between the West cabin and the 

point of collision. With the hand brake two minutes and 18 seconds and a distance of nearly 1,400 

yards were required to stop the train. 

We have now summarised the evidence in this interesting case, so far as it has been obtained, and 

shall defer any criticism upon it until the remaining testimony has been obtained and the verdict of 

the jury recorded. (Engineering, 26 August 1881, p.215) 

Report of a meeting of the Heckmondwike Board of Health responding to a letter from the GNR on 

the subject of an extension to the Spen Valley. (Engineering, 26 August 1881, p.221) 

Long report of the L&YR Servants’ Insurance Society, is foundation and work. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 August 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new engine shed at Bacup. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

August 1881) 

Referring to my letter of last week to you, I will now attempt to perform my promise. 

There is, sir, a wide difference in such competitions as this, and ordinary ones. Here was not a 

question of taste, on which we all may differ. The reason for this competition was to improve the 

existing discomfiture in levels, practicable inlets and outlets, etc; and well we know that anything less 

than 1 in 20 must be out of the question for a 27 feet rise on granite setts, yet nearly all competitors 

have got 1 in 15. 

Did Sir John Hawkshaw desire to ignore existing facts, that such a gradient as 1 in 15 would not be 

sanctioned in such a case by any of his brother engineers? Did Sir John overlook some of the designs 

by accident? 

There appeared an able letter in Engineering of last week from Mr Blackburn, CE, who after, to my 

mind, satisfactorily proving that the three premiated designs should be out of court on account of 

levels, exits and entrances, asks if there is no design sent in to fulfil the conditions? 

I can honestly reply to this in the affirmative, by pointing out a design I feel almost certain must have 

been lost sight of, the motto of which is “Direct”. It has a cab inlet and outlet where required, viz 

opposite Moorfields, and a practical gradient of 1 in 20, with passengers’ thoroughfares at each 

important approach; Tithebarn Street with shops and offices; emigrants’ accommodation ample, and 

cut off from passengers. 

Architectural detail was, I anticipate, outside the question altogether; but in this design the elevations 

were simple and honest; and I take simplicity and stability of work to be all that is required for a 
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railway station. The greater consideration should be the best convenience to be obtained for the 

public. 

Is there in this country any modern built railway station having a gradient of 1 in 15 for a 27 feet 

rise? I am at a complete loss to see the grounds on which so able a man as Sir John Hawkshaw based 

his awards; it would be very satisfactory to know what they were. Surely the directors and 

shareholders will institute a more  searching inquiry into these facts of levels, etc., for what I have 

stated are the plain facts, and although I have particularised one special design, there may be others 

equally demanding in attention. I will say nothing about the three awards being made to three 

Manchester men, but it is certainly a coincidence. A Non-Competitor. 

P.S. As Mr Blackburn truthfully points out, the Board of trade requirement for raising a main country 

road macadamised with a rise of 18 feet is a gradient of 1 in 20. (The Builder, 27 August 1881) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at 

Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 29 August 1881) 

Sough tunnel flooded once more on Tuesday, 30th August 1881. Because the floor of the tunnel is 

being lowered to allow Pullman cars to pass, a stream at the south end has been diverted, but owing 

to the exceptional rainfall the torrent swept away all before it. L&YR trains between Manchester and 

Blackburn have been diverted via Chorley. (Manchester Guardian, 31 August 1881) 

September 
Liverpool Exchange Station Competition. Letters to the editor. 

Sir, Permit me briefly to reply Mr West’s answer to my letter in your issue of the 19th inst. 

It is a fact that although the roads are unnecessarily wide yet jostling at angles must and always will take 

place at the top, turn, and bottom of the present incline. As to general scheme I thought I clearly admitted its 

simplicity, and to a certain degree its advantages, were it not that the whole is crushed by its impracticable 

gradients. 

As to “O.C.S.” I can only say that I took length from his plan with utmost care and divided some by height. 

Yours faithfully, Henry Blackbourn. 

Sir, Will you allow me, as being only too familiar with this station, a word in reply to Mr West, and in 

reference to his plan which I was glad to see published. 

The essential feature of the plan, which is common to the second premiated design and in a  great measure 

to the third, is that the whole of the present approach and buildings is maintained, a duplicate block of 

buildings being added alongside the present one (with a tower, I believe and a new exit being provided 

opposite Moorfields). 

Now in the first place, if this was all the directors wanted, they ought to have made their minds up on it 

twelve months ago; if they cannot decide whether or not the present approaches are good enough for 

Liverpool without Sir John Hawkshaw’s advice, they are not fit to administer the company’s affairs, and if 

they did make up their minds on this point they ought to have told the competitors though certainly it would 

have seemed a feeble performance to give £1,500 in prizes for plans of a simple alternative which any 

draughtsman in their own office would have been competent enough for them. 

In the second place I would say that though Mr West may be able to defend his scheme as it appears on 

paper, no one who had travelled as much as some of us do by the Southport line would have dreamt that 

the company would allow the present approaches to remain in case of any alteration to the station. They 

form one of the main grounds of the extreme unpopularity of the company with their thousands of contract 
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ticket holders and their other passengers here, and the natural conclusion from the advertisement was that 

they were about to meet the long standing outcry about Tithebarn Street. Anyhow the competition is over, 

and what we want to know (and perhaps Mr West will tell us) is – will Mr West’s plan be carried out? 

If so it will be a good day for the new Cheshire Lines Railway to Southport.  

I enclose my card. I am yours obediently, Liverpool. 

P.S. I hope none of my remarks will be taken as reflecting on Mr West. His business of course was to gauge 

the probable wishes of the directors, and I highly respect his judgement, but I think the conduct of this 

business by the directors merits the attention both of their shareholders and of the public of Liverpool. 

(Engineering, 2 September 1881, P.237) 

The Cost of Railway Works. Some facts that were elicited at the meeting of the L&YR Company 

a few days ago, have a very great interest, and are curious as showing how in certain conditions, 

estimates, and even contracts may be exceeded. Amongst other works which the L&Y Company has 

had in hand were two; one of them its Ripponden branch, and the second the new works at 

Cheetham Hill. The first of these is amongst the most costly of the works the company has in 

progress, £608,254 having been expended on the Ripponden and Stainland branches up to the end of 

last June. At the shareholders meeting, a gentleman inquired what had been the amount of the 

original contract for the Ripponden branch, and what the actual cost; and the same particulars were 

asked for as to the Cheetham Hill works.  

According to the reply of the chairman, the contract for the Ripponden branch had been £113,000, 

and the actual cost £396,000; whilst for the Cheetham Hill works the original estimate of £293,000 

had in cost merged into £580,000. The chairman had explanations to offer for these enormous 

discrepancies which must be satisfactory in some degree; that at Ripponden  there was a danger of 

“a mountain” falling on the line, and works of stupendous magnitude were needed; whilst at 

Cheetham Hill, treacherous quicksands were met. The costliness of the works under such 

circumstances is well known; but there arise the further questions whether, when these difficulties 

were met, it was imperative to proceed with the works. The shareholders, who are probably best 

able to judge, appear to have considered the reply of the Board satisfactory; but the fact that such 

enormous expenditure has been needful, is a sufficient explanation of the decrease in the dividend of 

the great Lancashire Company. The completion of these and other great works will free it from a 

long continued drain, and they should begin to be productive, whilst the L&Y line has apparently 

decided  on the policy of now endeavouring by judicious improvement to develop the traffic on its 

trunk lines. There has long been a need for this, and freed from the drain of the costly works 

referred to, the L&Y should be easily able to accomplish it. (Engineering, 2 September 1881, p.243/4)  

On Friday, 2nd September 1881 the driver of a LNWR engine was severely scalded when the gauge 

glass on the engine burst at Middleton Junction. (Middleton Junction, 3 September 1881) 

Tender of A F Bentley, £10,840, recommended to be accepted for the new engine shed at Bacup. 

Waterloo old station being removed and the site cleared for a new goods yard. (L&YR Minutes 7 

September 1881) 

Report and description of the opening of North Docks, Liverpool, on 8th September. (Engineer, 9 

September 1881, p.182) (Also a paragraph on p.201, 16th September) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new buildings required for the stores department at 

Castleton. (Manchester Guardian, 10 September 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for certain additions and alterations to stations at Ainsdale, Freshfield, and 

Hightown. (Manchester Guardian, 13 September 1881) 
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Report into the accident at Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 17 September 1881; Engineer, 23 

September 1881, p.217) 

The old timber viaduct at Denby Dale to be pulled down, estimated cost £1,500, and the materials 

used in the permanent way department.  

Tenders J B Walsh recommended for acceptance; additions and alterations at Hightown, £2,050; at 

Freshfield, £750; at Ainsdale, plus station master’s house, £1,520. 

That of T Wrigley Jnr £1,015, for new oil stores at Newton Heath engine shed. That of Butterley Co. 

£1,420, for ironwork of bridge at the west end of Todmorden station. (L&YR Minutes 21 September 

1881) 

Proposal for a new independent line from Barnsley to Bradford, through Dewsbury and the Spen 

Valley. (Engineering, 23 September 1881, p.307) 

The Blackburn Collision. The inquest on the passengers killed in this collision was resumed and 

concluded on the 16th inst. At the Blackburn Town Hall, before Mr Robinson, the coroner, Colonel 

Yolland assisting at the inquiry; and we have now to deal with these final proceedings.  

In order to enable our readers to understand the positions of the various signal cabins, and of the 

station itself, we give a diagram with the various distances and gradients marked on it. A down grade 

of 1 in 100 finished just before the Bolton Junction cabin is reached, and from that point to the West 

cabin, which is immediately at the end of the station, there is a level for a distance of about 499 

yards; from this point to the point where the collision occurred there is a rising gradient of 1 in 102. 

On approaching Blackburn station from the direction of Bolton, the first signal cabin reached 

(amongst those concerned in the recent inquiry) is the Locomotive cabin, 1,151 yards from the 

centre of the station; the next is Bolton Junction cabin, where the Bolton and Preston lines join, at a 

distance of 480 yards from the Locomotive cabin, followed by the Old Junction cabin, 355 yards 

further on; the last being the West cabin, 144 yards from the Old Junction cabin. The point of 

collision, which was the centre of the station, was 172 yards from the West cabin. From the Bolton 

Junction cabin the line is nearly straight, and it was possible to see the train standing in the station 

when passing the Old Junction cabin, a distance of about 300 yards. 

On the opening of the court, medical evidence was given that Way, the guard of the Manchester 

Express, was so seriously injured that it would be impossible for him to appear. William Stansfield, 

the driver of the express, was next called, and swore that the first time he applied the Westinghouse 

brake on that day after leaving Manchester was at Bolton, where it acted perfectly; he said he next 

used it to slacken speed at the Manchester end of the Sough tunnel in order to take up a conductor, 

the line there being worked single, as the end of the tunnel is being lowered. Three feet; on coming 

out of the tunnel at the Darwen end he slowed with it to put the conductor down, and also used it 

in stopping at Over Darwen when tickets were collected, and where he took water; on all these  

occasions he stated the automatic brake worked properly. On leaving Darwen he put on steam but 

as there is a heavy down grade all the way between Darwen and Bolton Junction he shut it off on 

passing the Darwen Iron Works. On passing the Locomotive cabin he found both the home and 

distance signals off as well as those at the Bolton Junction cabin. At the Old Junction the distance 

signal was on and the home signal off.  

Immediately after passing Bolton Junction he put the hand brake on, and afterwards put on the 

Westinghouse brake, but could not feel the latter taking any effect although there was 80lb pressure 

on the air gauge. The speed was then forty miles per hour, which was reduced to twenty five or 

thirty miles by the application of the hand brake. On passing the old Junction cabin he saw the train 

standing in the station and reversed his engine, giving her steam just after passing the West cabin. If 

the Old Junction signals were on he would expect something was in the way at the other end of the 
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station, but with the signals all off he would presume the station perfectly clear. As a rule the trains 

stopped at the east end of the station. He said he had been in the company’s service fourteen years, 

seven years as cleaner and fireman and seven years as driver. He had never driven this train before, 

not being a  regular express man, and had only driven engines fitted with the Westinghouse brake 

seven times previously to the collision, on five of which occasions he had be supplied with a fireman 

acquainted with its working; but except on the first day he had himself worked the brake. On being 

cross-examined by Mr Jordan, the counsel representing the L&YR, Stansfield said he expected to be 

able to pull the train up when going at that speed in about 300 yards. He was shown a Westinghouse 

brake driver’s valve, and explained to what extent he had moved the lever, first so as to apply the 

brake gently, and finding it did not produce any effect he stated that he put it hard on with a similar 

result. In answer to some questions put by the jury, he said that after reversing his engine and 

putting on steam he never shut it off again, and accounted for the engine not backing out of the 

station both with its own train and the Liverpool train with which it was locked together by the fact 

that his hand brakes were screwed hard down. If the hand brakes were applied first and the 

Westinghouse subsequently the latter would increase the holding power. Had there been no 

obstruction on the line, the train might probably come to a stand at the east end of the station. The 

“east end,” we may remark, is the end of the platform furthest from the Bolton Junction. 

Mark Barker, the fireman of the Manchester express, was the next witness called; but it was very 

difficult to hear the evidence he gave as he had lost his front teeth in the collision. He corroborated 

the evidence given by the driver that the Westinghouse brake had acted properly when applied at 

Bolton, at both ends of Sough tunnel, and at Over Darwen, and he further stated that he had put on 

the hand brake just before reaching Bolton Junction of his own accord. The distance signals at the 

Locomotive and Bolton Junction cabins were off, but the distance signal was on at the West cabin. 

He saw the driver put the Westinghouse brake on at Bolton Junction, the gauge pressure being then 

80lb to 100lb. He first observed the train standing in the station when they were passing the West 

cabin, at which point he said the driver reversed and whistled. The hand brake remained on until the 

collision occurred, the speed, he considered, not being decreased by the application of the 

Westinghouse brake. He did not see any green flag at the West cabin. He had travelled before on a 

Blackburn express, but never had been into the station when the signals were against him. In cross-

examination he stated that he saw the driver put on the steam when he reversed, and that the 

driver had himself tried his hand brake to ascertain if it was hard on. In answer to some questions by 

the jury, he said he had been a fireman for twelve months, but had never been on this particular 

train before. 

Mr Evans, a newspaper proprietor, who was a passenger in the Manchester express, was next called, 

and said that he was in a carriage about the middle of the train. He described the whole journey as 

being a little bumpy. When passing the West cabin station he felt the brake binding, and heard it 

produce a deep grinding sound; the pace on entering the station being greater than at any part of the 

journey. On getting out of the train at Blackburn station he asked the driver why in the world he 

came into the station at such a rate; Stansfield said, in reply, that he could not see the train standing 

in the station -- nor could anybody – until he got right up to it, when he reversed his engine. In cross 

examination he (Mr Evans) said he did not take the time at the different stations, so he could not tell 

the speed, but he was perfectly acquainted with the inconvenience and noise produced by the 

application of the brake. The driving on the journey, he considered, very faulty, as there was much 

shaking in the carriage, and the stop at Bolton had been very awkwardly made. 

The next witness was a Mr France, also a passenger, who was not in the last compartment of the 

second carriage from the engine. He said they started from Bolton (where he joined the train) with 

a jerk, and that the running all through the journey was very bad. The speed through Sough tunnel 

was great, and the station at Over Darwen was overrun. He said he did not feel any brake applied 

before coming up to Blackburn station, when he observed that the speed was very great. When 

going into the station he looked out of the window, and seeing a train standing in front of them he 
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knelt down and steadied his elbows against the cushions of the carriage. He felt the brake being 

applied on entering the station. In cross-examination, he stated that he did not feel any braking 

before entering the station, but he then felt it distinctly. He recognised it as being the Westinghouse 

brake by the trembling it produced in the carriage. 

Henry Pickup was also a passenger, and noticed unusual speed before reaching Bolton, where he 

was nearly thrown off his seat on the train stopping. He was in the last compartment of the last 

carriage but one, with his back to the engine. He described the reduction of speed at Sough tunnel 

and the stop at Darwen as being very sudden, the Darwen station being overrun. He took the time 

with a stop watch between Darwen and Blackburn and found it to be 5½ minutes. After passing the 

West cabin he felt the brake put on very strongly just as they were entering the station. 

Stansfield, the driver, was here called and again examined as to his conversation with Mr Evans after 

the collision and stated that he did not remember telling that gentleman he could not see the train 

until he entered the station, as he had seen it earlier; he was excited, he said, when he spoke to Mr 

Evans, as he had just jumped for his life. As to the overrunning the Darwen station, he said he had 

merely put back a yard or two to the water crane. The guard in the van had not applied his brake on 

its being whistled for. 

After an adjournment for lunch the coroner asked if the jury wished to hear any more evidence, 

when a juryman said they would like to examine Colonel Yolland on the subject. Colonel Yolland, in 

reply, said he would be glad to answer any questions put to him. On the request of another juryman 

for information as to the state of the engine after the collision, Grafton, the L&Y locomotive 

foreman at Blackburn, was called and proved that he saw the engine fifteen minutes after the 

accident, when it was locked into the shunting engine; he superintended its being taken into the 

siding behind the station. He noticed that the engine was in back gear with the hand brake on, as he 

had ordered it to be taken off, but had not noticed the position of the lever of the automatic brake 

valve or the pressure on the air gauge’ the buffer beam was damaged as well as the tank; the brake 

pipe was coupled up to the next carriage; he had not noticed if the regulator was open; the brake 

steam pump had, he said, probably stopped as there was very little steam in the engine. In answer to 

a question by a juryman he said he had not appointed Stansfield, neither had he heard Stansfield 

object to the fireman who was provided for him. 

Robert Thompson, the signalman at the West cabin, was then called, and after being cautioned was 

sworn. He said that after the arrival of the Liverpool train he lowered his home signal about 3.13 to 

let the Manchester train come in, exhibiting at the same time a green flag, although the train was not 

then in sight. Lowering his home signal would cause the Old Junction cabin to do the same. He gave 

Bolton Junction line clear. They worked under the permissive block system. There was no special 

rule, he said, as to when he must put out the green flag. Mr Jordan referred him to the 163rd rule, 

which requires the exhibition of a green flag; but he stated, in answer, it was not customary to work 

according to the rule, now, in the event of there being a train at the platform, was it the custom to 

keep the home signal at danger until the next train was brought to a standstill. He said he had been 

at the West cabin for four or five months, and for twelve months previously with the company. He 

entered the service of the North British Railway Company as a signalman in 1873, and had worked 

as one ever since, with the exception of eighteen months. He stated that the traffic at Blackburn 

would be greatly delayed if he did not take down his home signal, as the latter governed the Old 

Junction and Bolton Junction signals, and he added that he had been taught to work in that way. He 

had not any written instructions to work contrary to the rules, but the man appointed to teach him 

the cabin had taught him to do so. The station master had frequently visited his cabin, and was 

satisfied with the way he worked his signals. On the day in question he would have taken off both his 

signals if the station had been clear. The Manchester train passed him at express speed, a thing he 

had never seen done before. 
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Richard Pickersgill, the signalman at the East cabin, said he had been five and a half years there, 

before which time he was at the Blackburn Old Junction cabin. He considered the rules were 

worked up to according to his own construction of them. Before the West cabin was put up the station 

was controlled from the Old Junction cabin. The West cabin according to his observation was 

worked as described by Thompson, the last witness, the home signal was taken off when one train 

was in the station, and a second train was waved in with a green flag. The driver, he said, should not 

have entered the station a more than five or six miles an hour with the signals as they were, and he 

considered it safe to allow one train to enter the station when another was there already if the 

brakes and everything else were working properly. 

William Becconsall, a district relief signalman, stated that he taught Thompson at the West cabin. A 

second train could be allowed into the station if there was room for it, this being a matter in the 

signalman’s discretion. Trains, he said, should come down the banks under proper control, generally 

without steam, being governed by the brakes. In further cross-examination by another solicitor he 

said they were permitted to allow a second train to enter the station even before they had seen it. 

Hugh Smith, who had been pointsman for four and a half years, and who was now at the Old 

Junction cabin, corroborated Thompson’s evidence, and said a signalman could let a second train 

into the station if there was room, this being entirely a matter for his own judgement. He considered 

no accident would have happened if the brake had been applied at Bolton Junction, and he thought 

the driver should have come in at about six miles an hour. 

This concluded the evidence, and the coroner next summed up; the jury then retired, and after a 

consultation of three quarters of an hour brought in the following verdict, namely, that “Charles 

Tiplady and others had lost their lives in a collision between the Manchester and Liverpool trains in 

the Blackburn station on the 8th of August; that such collision was caused by the loose working of 

the signals and the excessive speed at which the Manchester train was being driven into the station; 

and the jury are further of the opinion that there ought to be more protection to the station than 

the present system of signalling at the East and West cabins affords.” 

We have in the foregoing article confined ourselves simply to giving an analysis of the evidence 

afforded on Friday last, and the decision of the jury, and we have taken this course because we 

consider that any comments on the collision had better be deferred until after Colonel Yolland’s 

official report is made public. Colonel Yolland, in carrying out his inquiry, collated information on 

many points not especially dealt with at the inquest, and concerning these he will no doubt have 

something to say. For the present we need, in conclusion, merely remark that we thoroughly agree 

with the verdict arrived at by the coroner’s jury. (Engineering, 23 September 1881, p.312/3) 

On Tuesday, 20th September 1881, a new goods station was opened at Middleton Junction. A new 

wood goods shed has offices at the north end and a track through the building adjacent to a  loading 

platform, sixty yards by fifteen yards and four feet high. Yard accommodation is very large. Regarding 

the passenger station quantities of materials are already at the station and work will start soon. 

There are to be subways and a booking office ten feet below the platforms. At Middleton an 

additional waiting room is planned. (Middleton Guardian, 24 September 1881) 

At last, the L&YR have been guided by reason, and have determined to pull down the miserable 

structure at Middleton Junction use as a railway station, and supplant it by a new station. The 

undertaking will be commenced in a day or so materials being already on the spot. We understand 

that the new station will be on the site of the old one, and that it will be approached by means of a 

subway. The booking office will be in the centre of the subway. We have not been able to learn 

whether waiting rooms will be erected anywhere but on the centre platform, but it would certainly 

be a great public convenience if a waiting room were erected on each platform. (Middleton Albion, 

24 September 1881) 
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Tender of A F Bentley, £2,100, to be accepted for subway and other works at Brierfield. (L&YR

Minutes 28 September 1881) 

A deputation, consisting of Mr Richards, Mr Harrison (chairman of Kirkham Local Board), Mr W H 

Bowdler JP, and Mr Moss, yesterday, Tuesday, 27 September 1881, waited upon the board of 

directors of the L&YR Company and presented a memorial, influentially signed, with respect to the 

company’s station at Kirkham. It was pointed out that the station was neither as convenient nor so 

commodious as the traffic necessitates, and special attention was drawn to the lack of waiting room 

accommodation. The board (who received the deputation in a conciliatory spirit), stated that the 

question of covering the station was already under consideration. They would also give attention to 

the other matter mentioned, and would see how far they could meet the wishes of the district. 

(Manchester Guardian, 28 September 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for cartage of traffic to and from Todmorden station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 30 September 1881) 

October 
The L&YR Company's report showed receipts for the half year to be £1,741,841, against £1,717,700, 

in 1880, and a dividend at the rate of 4¼ per cent per annum was recommended. The amount of 

capital expended during the half year was £206,353, and £290,735 would be required for 

expenditure on new works during the current half year. The property required for the new 

Exchange station in Liverpool had, for the most part, been obtained, and the work would before 

long be commenced. (The Builder, 1 October 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a carriage shed at Dewsbury Junction. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 October 1881) 

Trials of the Eames brake have taken place on the GNR, Barnby Don Branch, using a L&YR train and 

locomotive. (Engineer, 14 October 1881, p.281/2) 

Tender of J Briers Sons & Wilson, £6,265-16-0d, recommended to be accepted for shed for storage of 

about one hundred carriages at Dewsbury Junction. 

Ironwork for the first half of York Street Bridge, Manchester, being erected (J Tyldesley). Main 

contract, brickwork and masonry of first half complete to bed-stone level (Dransfield & Smith). (L&YR

Minutes 19 October 1881) 

Memorials from Pontefract and Knottingley having been forwarded to the directors of the L&YR

Company, asking for a late train service between Leeds and those places named, the directors have, 

we hear, agreed to try the experiment for three months. (Engineering, 28 October 1881, p.435) 

The L&YR Company is erecting a magnificent warehouse at Fleetwood. (Engineering, 28 October 

1881, p.447) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the foundations required for the new Victoria station, Manchester; for the 

execution of repairs, etc., to the company’s stations and other works up to 30th June 1882.

(Manchester Guardian, 29 October 1881) 

November 
Report that the GNR have decided on an extension of their line from Dewsbury to Halifax via 

Heckmondwike. The GNR reports that they are to ascertain the best route for a railway to 

Heckmondwike and Cleckheaton. Report of a proposed new railway from Holmfirth to Stalybridge 

and Manchester. (Engineering, 4 November 1881, p.462) 
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Carriage of Mails; The L&YR received only £4,367 from the Government in six months for the 

carriage of mails whilst in a similar period the LNWR received £7,592 and the GWR, £39,602, in 

spite of traversing one of the most populated parts of the country. (Engineering, 4 November 1881, 

p.466) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a culvert at Stubbins; for the extension of goods yards 

at Lower Darwen and Bromley Cross; for the erection of a coal stage at the engine shed at Newton 

Heath; for the execution of certain alterations at Bolton passenger station; for the extension of the 

smithy and panel shop at the carriage works at Newton Heath. (Manchester Guardian, 5 November 

1881) 

Tender of Eastwood Swingler & Co. £270, to be accepted for ironwork of footbridge at Bolton 

station. The engineer to carry out the rest of the work with the company’s own men. (L&YR Minutes 9 

November 1881) 

The Bishop of Liverpool yesterday delivered an address to the workmen at the carriage works of 

the L&YR at Newton Heath. (Manchester Evening News, 9 November 1881) 

At nearly every important centre of traffic embraced within the railway system worked by the L&YR

important extensions and improvements are at present either in active progress or in preparation 

[…]. Of the more important work which is being undertaken by the Company we may mention, 

first, a very considerable enlargement of the Victoria station, Manchester, upon the site of the old 

workhouse, recently purchased for this purpose, and the preliminary work upon which has just been 

commenced, whilst, in addition, the Company are widening the whole of the line between 

Manchester and Bolton.  

At Liverpool important alterations are being carried out both at the Tithebarn Street station and the 

North Docks, where, with the view of protecting goods in cartage from the weather, a number of 

sidings are being covered in. From Liverpool on to Southport improvements and alterations are 

being carried out at all stations along the coast line, and at Fleetwood a large new station is being 

erected for the accommodation of the passengers to Belfast and the Isle of Man boats. This station 

will consist of a central platform; 350 yards long, with a line of way on either side, and covered in by 

a roof 516 feet in length. A complete set of apartments, including waiting, refreshment, and dressing 

rooms will also be provided, and a covered-in way will be built direct from the station to the boats, 

so that passengers can change from one to the other completely under shelter. Large storage 

accommodation for cattle is also being provided to meet the requirements of this branch of trade 

with the Irish ports. 

The recent disastrous accident at Blackburn has naturally directed the attention of the Company to 

the necessity of some alteration of the traffic arrangements at that station, and a special report on 

the matter has been prepared by the directors. The carrying out of the recommendations of this 

report will involve a complete re-arrangement of the whole station, and the Company propose 

laying out a new goods station more in the centre of the town; leaving the present goods depot to 

utilised as a mineral yard.   

At Bradford extensions and important alterations are contemplated. At present the Company are 

engaged carrying Croft Street over their line preparatory to a further extension which will embrace 

the erection and enlargement of the existing passenger station together with a widening of the line 

for a distance of about two miles out of Bradford to the junction with the GN line at Mill Lane 

which will enable the traffic of the two companies to be worked separately. Between Heaton Lodge 

and Dewsbury junctions the Company are widening their main line for a length of about two miles 

by which means the traffic of the L&YR and LNWR will be worked on separate lines. At the 

Shawforth branch an extension of the line from Facit to Bacup has just been completed, but has not 

yet been opened for traffic, and the station at Bacup has been re-built and re-arranged. The 
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extension, in conjunction with the widening of the Bacup branch, completed about twelve months 

ago, will greatly facilitate the working of traffic over the whole of that district; and between Bacup 

and the Yorkshire towns generally it will also provide additional means of communication. 

(Manchester Guardian & Manchester Courier, 11 November 1881) 

Waterloo deviation; covering of the footbridge nearly complete, goods yard finished except for some 

paving and the boundary wall along Brighton Road. 

Subway and passenger station at Cleckheaton; subway open and used by the public, but some 

ironwork and glazing incomplete. Wall of the new station complete, 600 square yards of flagging laid 

on the platforms, thirty five roof columns erected and sixteen bays of the roof. 

Smithy Bridge widening; only the asphalting remains to complete the contract. 

Oldham Road warehouse; walls and roof completed. 

Droylsden new goods yard opened for traffic 18th October 1881. 

Tender of R Brownley, £2,158, recommended to be accepted for alterations at Bolton passenger 

station; tender of Dransfield & Smith, £64,214 July 4d, recommended to be accepted for extension of 

Victoria station. 

The Board recommended sanctioning the diversion of the River Irk, authorised by the Company’s Act 

of 1878, using surplus spoil from Victoria station to fill up the site, the work to be let to the same 

contractors at their schedule of prices. 

The largest main girder of York Street Bridge being riveted up on site. (L&YR Minutes 16 November 

1881) 

Notice of the L&YR Bill. (Manchester Guardian, 17 November 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the gantry and loading shed at Burnley. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 November 1881) 

Yesterday afternoon Colonel Hutchinson, of the Board of Trade, inspected the new railway between 

Facit and Bacup and it is stated that in the course of a few weeks the line will be opened for traffic. It 

is about four miles in length and joins the Shawforth branch railway from Rochdale at Facit. 

(Manchester Evening News, 22 November 1881) 

Tenders recommended to be accepted; M W Walmersley. £1,379-0s-11d, for extension of goods yard 

at Bromley Cross; J D Nowell, £1,400, for extension of goods yard at Lower Darwen; T Wrigley Jnr 

£4,420, for extension of coal stage and tank at Newton Heath engine shed and £3,368, for extension 

of smithy and parcel shed at the carriage works; R Bromley, £2,158, for alterations of Bolton 

passenger station. 

After consideration of the schedules of prices attached to the tenders of Dransfield & Smith and J D 

Nowell for the Victoria station extension; resolved, that the tender of J D Nowell be accepted, the 

surplus excavation from the site to be deposited by him “in such a position between Ducie Bridge 

station and Queen’s Road, Manchester as the engineer may direct”. 

The offer of Mr Nowell to provide locomotive power at 1½d per cubic yard on the whole of the 

excavation to be accepted. 

Mr Pawley’s appointment as resident engineer confirmed. 

(L&YR Minutes 23 November 1881)  
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A new iron twin-screw dredger of 700 tons built and engined by Messrs W Simons & Co. was 

launched on 23rd November 1881 complete from their works at Renfrew. It is named “Neptune” of 

Fleetwood, and is the property of the L&YR and is intended for the improvement of the ports in 

connection with their line. The Neptune is fitted with compound engines of 100 horse power and 

two boilers, and is the second dredger constructed by this firm for the L&YR. (Engineer, 25 

November 1881, p.385) 

The new line of railway between Facit and Bacup is announced to be opened on Thursday, 1st

December 1881. (Manchester Evening News, 28 November 1881) 

December 
The underpinning of Denby Dale viaduct (estimated at £15,000) will be required on account of 

colliery settlement. A speed restriction of 8 mph to be imposed. (L&YR Minutes 30 November 1881) 

The new line of railway between Facit and Bacup was opened yesterday morning, Thursday, 1st

December 1881 for passenger traffic, much to the satisfaction of the inhabitants of the Rossendale 

valley, as there is now a more direct communication between Bacup and Manchester, Oldham, 

Rochdale and Yorkshire. The line was inspected last week by an inspector from the Board of Trade 

and his report being satisfactory the L&YR decided to open the line on 1st December 1881. Powers 

were first obtained in 1871, and the company at that time agreed to complete the line in 1875.  

But when time for the opening of the line arrived the work had not even been commenced, and an 

extension of time for three years was applied for and granted and in 1875 the company again sought 

further powers to delay the work. This action on the part of the railway company caused a strong 

feeling of indignation throughout both the Rossendale and Whitworth valleys. A meeting of 

ratepayers was called at Whitworth, and a resolution was carried that the bill for a further extension 

of time should be opposed, but at a meeting of the local authority it was decided to withdraw all 

opposition as at an interview between the Board and the directors of the railway company the latter 

expressed their intention of proceeding with the work at once.  

The line is just over three miles long and between Facit and Bacup two stations intervene, one at 

Shawforth and another at Britannia, which have been erected at enormous cost, and must be classed 

amongst the handsomest on the L&YR. The contractors, Messrs Beckett & Bentley, have not had any 

great difficulties to contend with in making the line, but the weather during last winter was of such 

an unpropitious nature as to cause considerable delay in the in the execution of the works. It was 

originally intended that eight bridges should be erected, but it has been found necessary to deviate 

to some little extent from the original plans; and an additional bridge has been erected. The bridges 

are similar to those which are used for crossing rivers, and are of a most substantial appearance. The 

river Sodden is passed some 200 yards from Facit station. This is the only stream of any importance 

which is crossed, as although there are a few other streams they are such as are spanned by 

ordinary culverts. The line is at no point more than 150 yards from the main road. Up to Britannia 

the line has a gradient towards Bacup of 1 in 50 but after reaching the summit there is a rapid 

descent with a gradient of 1 in 80. At Troughgate the line branches off the runs in a parallel straight 

line to the “New Line”. Situate between Height Barn and Messrs Best’s mill is the only tunnel which 

has been found necessary to make on the line, and a large wall has been erected at the entrance to 

the tunnel from the Bacup side, which divides the line from a large water lodge below. It is estimated 

that the cost of the works is between £140,000 and £150,000. (Manchester Guardian, 2 December 

1881) 

Working drawings of the tender of the Barton Wright 0-6-0 goods engine and constructed under a 

patent taken out by J Sharp of the locomotive department of the MS&L. (Engineer, 2 December 

1881, p.409) 
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Notes. The Metropolitan Railway. A very curious table has been compiled contrasting the 

position of the Metropolitan Railway with that of railways in other districts and of other classes. It 

appears that, for instance, whilst the cost of each engine for salaries, office expenses, and 

superintendence for the past half year was £12 to the Met Rly, to the L&Y it was only £6. Wages in 

running expenses cost the Met £161 per engine for the half year, and £110 the L&Y. Coal and coke 

cost the Met £157 per engine and £67 the L&Y. Water, oil, etc., cost the Met £44 per engine, the 

L&Y £31. Thus the total running expenses of the Met were £362 per engine and £208 to the L&Y.  

And without giving all the details it may be said that the cost of locomotive power was £486 per 

engine to the Met and £339 to the L&Y. But the traffic charges and some other items are very much 

heavier on the L&Y than on the Met. In comparing the two the kind of service performed has to be 

borne in mind, the short runs on the London line as compared with the longer ones of the 

provincial. The position of the two lines, the one in an important coalfield, the other from it, must 

have some effect, but there are facts to be borne in mind on the other side also, that the L&Y, for 

instance, has a heavy mineral traffic the is absent from the lines of the London company.  

Still, even allowing as far as passengers for all this, there is so marked a difference in some of the 

figures that have been quoted that the inquiry is naturally started, whether the method of stating the 

facts is the same, and whether there are any special causes to make the difference so great. It is 

difficult to decide without the knowledge of a multitude of facts, such as we have indicated as 

possibly affecting the positions of the two lines, but those who are interested in them may find that 

in comparison there are figures of interest that may lead to some explanation in the  future of that 

wide discrepancy. (Engineering, 2 December 1881, p.559) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a new goods yard, warehouse and approaches at Bradford. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 December 1881) 

At 7.15am on Tuesday, 1st December 1881 the first passenger train ran over the new railway from 

Bacup to Facit. (Bacup Times, 3 December 1881) 

A stone warehouse at Salford goods yard was damaged by fire on Saturday, 3rd December 1881. The 

building was formerly a canal warehouse, four storeys high; the fire was confined to the lower two 

storeys at one end of the building. (Manchester Guardian, 5 December 1881) 

A fire broke out on Saturday, 3rd. December at the Salford goods station at about 7.30am and the 

company’s fire brigade at once got to work with hose and stand pipe, the Salford brigade arrived 

within a few minutes with a steam engine, two manuals, and two hose carts. The fire was confined to 

the two lower storeys at one end of the warehouse which were full of cotton goods and by ten 

o’clock was extinguished. A well manned steam engine from the Manchester fire brigade was also on 

the spot but not required. (Manchester Courier, 5 December 1881) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations and extension of Brierfield passenger and goods station; for 

the construction of a retaining wall, ballasting, filling, etc., at Cheetham Hill junction, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 December 1881) 

Tender of Cooper & Tullis, £10,750, to be accepted for roof over grain elevator house at Fleetwood; 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £120, to be accepted for strengthening gantry at North Docks  

Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 7 December 1881) 

Private Bills; the L&Y are applying for joint powers with the LNWR for a new junction at Bootle and 

a railway at Huddersfield to be called the “Huddersfield Second Tunnel”. (Engineering, 9 December 

1881, p.579) 

Locomotive Working Expenses. Letter to the Editor. 
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Sir, In reading your issue of the 2nd my attention was drawn to the figures given in reference to the relative 

cost of working the locomotive departments of the Metropolitan Railway and the L&Y. Respectively and 

having some knowledge of both lines I was led to analyse the figures which you give, and also half yearly 

reports of the two companies with the following results, viz;  

The first item you mention being the relative cost per engine for salaries account, you stating it is £6 upon 

the L&Y as against £12 upon the Metropolitan Railway. It must here be pointed out that the latter railway is 

worked by a much smaller number of engines as compared with the work done and money earned, this 

relation being as follows; 

Thus the Metro spent £12 and ran 14,733 miles per engine at a cost of 0.19d per mile, and earned £4,953 

per engine, or equal to 6s 8½d per mile. The L&Y spent £6 and ran 8,339 miles at a cost of 0.17d per 

mile, and earned 5s 9d, so that the same total stands thus; Metro spent 0.19p to earn 6s 8½d, while the 

L&Y spent 0.17d to earn 5s 7d; quoted in wages, running per engine the Metro having spent £161 as 

compared with £110 spent upon the L&Y; again taking the work done by the engines of each railway, the 

former spent £161, or 2.62d per mile to earn 6s 8½d, whilst the L&Y spent £110, as 3.16d per mile to 

earn 5s 7d; these facts should amply reply to your remarks under this head.  

The next question refers to coal and coke account. The Metro spent £157 per engine to run 14,733 miles 

and to earn £4,953, whilst the L&Y spent £67 in running 8,339 and to earn £2,366, and taking this out in 

mileage cost it will equal 1.91d per mile upon the L&Y, as against 2.55d upon the Metro, and this in the 

face of the London line having to pay about 17s per ton for its coal, whilst the L&Y would buy certainly at 

one third less per ton. This being so, the L&Y at equal price would cost 2.54d per mile. 

Again, you mention that water, oil, etc., cost the Metro £44 per engine as compared with £31 paid by the 

L&Y; this result is far more than compensated by the former engines running three fourths more miles in an 

equal time. Further, as to the total running expenses per engine of the two lines, it must be noted that 

whereas the Metro spent £362 per engine to run 14,733 miles, the L&Y spent £208 per engine to run 

8,339 miles, which, when divided out into the relative mileage, would show that the former cost 5.89d per 

mile, whilst the latter 5.98d and finally, as to cost of locomotive power upon the two lines being respectively 

for the Metro £486, per engine for the half year, this will give a cost of 7.9d per engine to earn 6s 8½d, as 

against the L&Y £339 per engine for the half year, or a cost of 9.7d per mile to earn 5s 7d. 

I think the figures I have given should satisfactorily reply to those given by you as having been extracted from 

the curious Table you refer to, and the two results will forcibly show the fallacy of comparing two lines so 

utterly dissimilar in general characteristics, and it would appear far more judicious if an effort was necessary 

to show the efficiency of the L&Y to compare its working with that of the Midland, GNR, or other lines that 

has more in common with it. (Engineering, 9 December 1881, p.582) 

The L&YR have commissioned Percy Lindley to prepare an official illustrated handbook of all the 

lines in their system. (Manchester Evening News, 12 December 1881) 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £1,870, recommended to be accepted for retaining walls, etc., for 

extension of carriage sidings at Cheetham Hill junction.  

The old Denby Dale viaduct to be put in a safe condition, estimate £150. 

Smithy Bridge under bridge widening complete. 

Accrington station extension complete.  

The engineer to enquire whether Mr Bentley, the contractor for the subway at Brierfield, will 

undertake the proposed alterations and extension of the passenger and goods station there “at the 

price quoted by another person, viz. £7,545-13-5d”. 
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The ground on which the new engine shed is being built at Bacup is moving, and work on the 

building has been stopped, pending remedial measures, which Mr Meek estimates will cost £4,100. 

To be carried out by the contractor at his schedule of prices. 

Victoria station extension; the contractor has started erecting his workshops, mortar mill, etc., and will 

start moving the earth as soon as the Company have completed the necessary connections and signal 

works. (L&YR Minutes 14 December 1881) 

Private Bills; L&YR Omnibus Bill (Engineering, 16 December 1881, p.593) West Lancashire Railway

new railway (Engineering, 16 December 1881, p.621). 

Letter; I wonder whether travellers on the L&Y lines are fully aware of the great solicitude displayed by the 

directors for their comfort. The superb third class carriages are well-known to all who have the good fortune 

to travel by this company’s railway; but the orders issued to the company’s servants are, perhaps, not so 

well-known. On a bitterly cold morning a day or two ago with snow lying on the ground and the rain and 

wind coming freely through the cracks in one of the aforesaid third class carriages, I made ineffectual 

attempts to obtain a foot warmer from a pile standing on the platform. After vainly beseeching six or seven 

porters in succession I appealed to the inspector at Preston station. He informed me that the orders issued 

were not to put foot warmers in third class carriages unless there were ladies. (Manchester Courier, 20 

December 1881) 

Amended tender of Dransfield, Thomson & Smith, £113,164 September 2d, to be accepted for new 

goods warehouse, foundations, retaining walls, approaches and goods yard at Bradford. 

Tender of A J Bentley, £7,545, to be accepted for extension of goods and passenger stations at 

Brierfield. 

The engineer to arrange with A F Bentley, the contractor for the Bacup engine shed, to fill up the back 

to the level of the land on which the shed now stands, with earth from land to be purchased, at his 

schedule of prices. (L&YR Minutes 21 December 1881) 

Design and specification for the new station at Liverpool. (Engineer, 23 December 1881, p.454/5) 

Report of a fire at Rochdale on Sunday, 25th December 1881 when a large warehouse belonging to 

the L&YR was destroyed. The building was three storeys high and upwards of 80 yards long by 25 

yards wide. (Manchester Guardian, 26 December 1881) 

The new station at Preston, the joint property of the L&YR and LNWR , which is said to be the 

longest roadside station in England, although recently opened for traffic, is still incomplete, and at 

present is being further extended in width in a westerly direction. Some conception of the 

enormous dimensions of this station may be formed when it is stated that its entire length, from the 

approach in Fishergate, to the southern extremity of the platforms, is 1,800 feet, or one third of a 

mile. The two central, or island, platforms, as they are called, are themselves 1,360 feet long, or 

upwards of a quarter of a mile in length, each, and 50 feet in width. Between these two platforms 

there are three blocks of buildings 40 feet in width, and carried to a length of upwards of 600 feet. 

The north block contains four spacious waiting rooms, 40 feet by 30 feet each, and unusually lofty, 

together with the station masters office. The central block contains the first and second class 

refreshment rooms, 100 feet in length; and also the grand dining saloon, 70 feet long, and capable of 

seating 300 persons. The express trains between London and Edinburgh and Glasgow, stop twenty 

minutes at Preston for dinner. Both the refreshment rooms and dining saloon are luxuriously fitted 

and furnished, and the floors are laid with ornamental encaustic tikes.  

The south block contains another general waiting room, of the same dimensions as those already 

named; together with what are designated re-booking offices, or auxiliary booking offices, in addition 
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to the principal booking offices at the entrance to the station. Also telegraph offices, transfer, parcel, 

and other spacious offices which are occupied by Messrs. W H Smith & Sons. In addition to these, 

there are also the buildings, with booking offices, waiting rooms, and platforms on the east side of 

the station, which are specially set apart for the traffic of the L&Y Company. The station, when 

completed on the west side, will be about 400 feet in width. There are at present twelve lines of 

rails, and the station is covered in to the entire length of the platforms with a light iron girder roof 

in three bays. A short distance to the south of the station, on a high level, very considerably above 

the railway, the company is erecting a large hotel. The building, which is in red brick, is almost 

externally completed, with the exception of a prominent tower, now in progress. The site of the 

hotel is on the summit of a beautifully laid out park...The hotel is intended to be approached from 

the railway platforms by an ornamental bridge thrown over the line leading to the garden grounds, 

which are about to be formed on land between the railway and the hotel, at resent covered by 

warehouses and sheds. (The Builder, 31 December 1881) 

The West Lancashire Railway, a new line between Preston and Southport, is at present in course of 

construction. A section of the line, about eight miles in extent, from Southport to Hesketh Bank, in 

the direction of Preston, has already been completed and opened, and the works on the remaining 

portion to the Preston terminus have for some time past been in progress. The heaviest portion of 

the work is that part of the line which is carried over the valley of the Ribble by an embankment, 

and thence across the Ribble itself by an iron girder bridge of five spans, and in continuation to the 

intended station at Preston, on a stone viaduct of twelve arches. The bridge is 320 feet in length, the 

central span being 64 feet, and the other spans about 51 feet each. The girders will rest on stone 

piers, for the construction of which coffer dams have been made, but the contractors have met with 

considerable difficulties in consequence of the coffer dams having been swept away on three 

occasions by storms and floods. Owing to a project on the part of the Ribble Navigation Company 

for lowering the bed of the river, the contractors have been compelled to excavate from shore to 

shore, to a depth of 10 feet down to the solid rock, and this has increased their difficulties. One of 

the piers is already in position, and coffer dams for the others are being constructed. Several of the 

arches of the viaduct on the Preston side of the river are already completed, and it is expected that 

the line will be finished and ready for opening during the next summer. The engineers of the line are 

Messrs. Brunlees & Fox, and Messrs. Braddock & Matthews of Southport, are the contractors. (The 

Builder, 31 December 1881) 
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1882 
January 

An accident occurred yesterday, Tuesday, 3rd. January, near Hindley station on the L&YR. The 

pointsman at the station box turned a luggage train into the loop line in order to allow a passenger 

train which was due to pass. The loop, however, came to a dead block, and into this the luggage 

train dashed. The engine left the metals, and ploughed up the earth for some distance. Many wagons 

were smashed and telescoped into each other. The driver and fireman succeeded in escaping 

without injury. (Manchester Evening News & Manchester Courier, 4 January 1882) 

Continuous brakes, rolling stock, train mileages. Board of Trade returns for half year ending 30th

June 1881. L&YR. 

Westinghouse; 11 engines, 37 carriages, estimated miles, 72,000. 
Automatic vacuum; applied by the driver and self-acting, 9 engines, 35 carriages, estimated mileage 
68,000. 
Fay’s and Newall’s, all varieties, applied by guard only, not self-acting; 1,688 carriages, etc., fitted, 
3,181,000 train miles run. 
Totals for continuous brakes; 22 engines, 1,760 carriages, train miles 3,321,000. 
Totals not fitted with continuous brakes, 211 engines, and 614 carriages.  
(Engineer, 6 January 1882, p.2) 

Works of a very extensive and costly character are at present in progress at Fleetwood. They will 

entail an expenditure of nearly £300,000. The works, which are being carried out at the cost of the 

L&YR Company, who are the lessees of the railway between Preston and Fleetwood, and the 

owners of the docks at the last named port, include new passenger and goods stations, a granary and 

steam corn elevator, and the extension of the pier. 

The new passenger station, 670 feet in length, will run immediately in front of the site from which 

the Belfast steamers are dispatched. The structure, which is being built of brick, with stone 

dressings, has been designed by C C Greene, one of the L&YR Company's engineers. The outer 

walls will be surmounted with gables, having iron principals with ornate spandrels. There will be 

fourteen gables along the length of the building, each of which will have an ornate finial. The station 

will be covered in with a roof partly of glass and partly slated. Large and handsome refreshment 

rooms and a dining room form prominent features of the station buildings.  

There will be two spacious entrances to the station, one leading by way of the refreshment rooms 

straight to a covered way to the steam ships, but both go on to the same platform. The ground floor 

of the end block will contain two large refreshment rooms, first and second, together with the 

dining hall. The block containing the different offices and waiting rooms will run down the centre of 

the station proper, its entire length being 350 feet. On each side of the block there will be spacious 

platforms, one of which is 290 feet in length, and the other 260 feet in length. Passengers proceeding 

by steamer on arriving by railway at Fleetwood will be under cover all the way from the train to the 

steamer, which will be reached along a covered subway, 500 feet in length. A short distance from 

this subway there will be a large warehouse, 400 feet long and 50 feet wide, with another subway 

underneath for cattle. This is in connection with a new goods station, also in course of erection. The 

goods will be moved to and from the warehouse by hydraulic machinery. The contract for the new 

stations and warehouses has been let to E Gabbutt, builder, of Liverpool, the amount of the contract 

being £120,000. J Hodgson of Manchester is the clerk of works. 

The extension of the pier is also a work of considerable importance. The extension will be about 

130 feet in length by 40 feet in width. The work is also in progress, pile driving having been 

commenced last week. 
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The construction of the new granary and corn elevator, to facilitate the discharge of cargoes at 

Fleetwood, is likewise in progress. The designs for this structure have been prepared jointly by Mr. 

Davies, CE. of Manchester, and Mr. Matlock CE, resident engineer at Fleetwood. The warehouse will 

be 200 feet long by 90 feet wide, and will be of great height, with a tower carried up to a height of 

170 feet, to which altitude the grain will be elevated. The design of the building is altogether of a 

novel character, so far as this country is concerned. The two engineers specially visited New York 

for the purpose of inspecting similar buildings there for the shipment of grain, and the structure now 

in course of erection at Fleetwood is the result of their visit to the States. The elevator will be 

worked by steam, the engines being of 250 horse power, which, with the whole of the machinery, is 

being supplied by Messrs. Hick, of Bolton. Messrs. Cooper & Tullis, of Preston, are the contractors 

for the building, which has already been carried to a height of 50 feet. The cost of this portion of the 

works will be about £50,000; but it is stated that a much larger expenditure will have to be incurred 

in collateral works. (The Builder, 7 January 1882) 

Tender of De Bergue & Co. £1,790, recommended to be accepted for strengthening viaduct over the 

river Calder on the Horbury branch. (L&YR Minutes 11 January 1882) 

At about 11.00am yesterday, Wednesday, 11th January a fire broke out at the Salford goods station, 

Irwell Street. The contents of one of the bays under the railway arches, used for the storage of 

tarpaulin waggon and cart covers, was in flames and it was feared that the fire would spread to the 

adjoining bays which are used as stables. However, the fire was extinguished in twenty minutes. 

(Manchester Courier, 12 January 1882) 

Improvements and extensions on the L&YR include the extensive enlargement of Victoria station, 

Manchester, just commenced upon the site of the old workhouse which was, a short time back, 

purchased for this purpose.  

At Bradford the Company are, at present, engaged carrying Croft Street over their line preparatory 

to a further extension which will embrace the erection of an entirely new goods depot on the 

western side of the line, a reconstruction and enlargement of the present passenger station, and a 

widening of the line extending to the junction with the GN at Mill Lane. This widening of the line will 

extend about two miles out of Bradford, and will accommodate six additional lines of way, so as to 

enable the L&Y and GN traffic to be worked separately on opposite sides of the station.  

At Liverpool important alterations are being carried out at both Tithebarn Street station and North 

Docks, where a number of sidings are being covered in to protect the goods in cartage from the 

weather. (Engineer, 13 January 1882) 

Tender of A W Smith, £450, to be accepted for eight coal offices and tranship shed at Waterloo. 

(L&YR Minutes 18 January 1882) 

Rapid progress is being made with the widening of Cheetham Hill Road Bridge. One side is now 

completed, and the work of paving has been commenced. When this has been done a single line of 

tramway may be laid. The other side of the bridge will not occupy nearly so long, and it is expected 

that the whole of the work will be completed by the end of May or June. (Manchester Evening 

News, 19 January 1882) 

Board of Trade report on the accident at Blackburn on 8th August 1881. (Engineering, 20 January 

1882) 

Mr Thorley reported that for some time past engines borrowed from Mr Waller had been used for 

shunting purposes at Salford goods yard and North Mersey in lieu of horses and had been found 

satisfactory. Mr Wright recommended that three small engines recently repaired and now at Manning 
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Wardle, and the one in the company’s hands should be purchased from Waller at £434 apiece and one 

of the larger type at not over £700. Approved. (L&YR Minutes 24 January 1882) 

The roof of the up side warehouse in Bolton goods yard reported in a dangerous condition. On Mr 

Hunt’s recommendation, a gable-end and pediment to be taken down, and the roof stripped. Estimated 

cost £600. (L&YR Minutes 25 January 1882) 

The recent disastrous accident at Blackburn, it need scarcely be said, has necessitated an alteration 

of the traffic arrangements at that station. As a result of the directors’ report with regard to this 

matter, it is proposed to re-arrange the whole of the station, and the company propose laying out, 

more in the centre of the town, a new goods station entirely, the present goods station being 

utilised solely as a mineral yard.  

At Fleetwood the company is erecting a large new passenger station for the accommodation of 

travellers by the Belfast and Isle of Man boats, together with extensive storage accommodation to 

meet the requirements of the important cattle traffic with the Irish ports. The station will consist of 

one central platform, 250 yards in length, with a line of way on side, and a covered in roof, 516 feet 

in length. The station will be constructed with a complete set of apartments, consisting of 

refreshment and waiting rooms, in connection with which will also be dressing rooms for the 

accommodation of the steamboat passengers.  

From the station to the boats there will also be a covered way, so that the passengers can change 

from the one to the other completely under shelter.  

Between Heaton Lodge and Dewsbury junction, about a mile on the east side of Mirfield station, the 

company are widening the main line for a length of about a couple of miles, and which will include 

the erection of a viaduct over the Calder. By this widening, its own traffic and that of the LNW  will 

be worked on separate lines.  

At Shawforth branch, an extension of the line from Facit to Bacup has just been completed, although 

not yet opened for traffic, whilst the station at Bacup has been rebuilt and re-arranged. This 

extension, in connection with the recent widening of the Bacup branch, which was completed about 

twelve months ago, will facilitate to working of the whole of the traffic over that district and provide 

additional means of communication between Bacup and the Yorkshire towns generally.  

Other important work, which can be only briefly summarised, consists in enlargements and 

improvements which are being carried out at all the stations along the L&Y Company’s coast line 

from Liverpool to Southport. (Engineer, 27 January 1882, p.59) 

The L&YR invite tenders for certain alterations at Bury E L station and Ramsbottom station.

(Manchester Guardian, 28 January 1882) 

Correspondence between L&YR and D Mosley & Sons for supply of telephones. (Public Records 

Office, February to April 1882) 

February 
Major Marindin, in his report on a collision which occurred on the 3rd December last at Miles 

Platting, upon the L&YR, says that this accident was caused by the giving way of a faulty joint in the 

rod working the facing points of the goods line connection with the up line of the Ashton branch, so 

that when the signalman pulled over the lever in his signal cabin to set these points right for the 

passenger line, they did not move, but remained as set for the goods line about twenty minutes 

previously, and were bolted again in this position. The condition of the joint could not have been 

detected by any superficial examination, but if it had been examined when the rod was actually being 

used in working the points it would have been seen to be loose, and this is suggestive of the 
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necessity for this sort of examination of thousands of points and rod joints all over the country. It 

was only because this train was going so very slowly that a fearful accident did not occur. Major 

Marindin also remarks that “if the train had been fitted throughout with a continuous brake of quick 

action it ought, running as it was at less than 15 miles an hour, to have been stopped before the 

collision took place, seeing that the driver made use of what brake power he had at a distance of 

more than 125 yards from the point of collision.” (Engineer, 3 February 1882, p.79)  

Design for the new L&YR terminal at Liverpool by C Lean, with the entrance in Pall Mall. (Engineer, 

3 February 1882, p.83/4)  

The L&YR are erecting the Eames locomotive at their Miles Platting works, the parts having been 

sent from America. (Engineer, 3 February 1882, p.90) 

Tender of C Brierley, £11,671-15-0d, recommended to be accepted for alterations to passenger station 

at Bury. (L&YR Minutes 8 February 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for channelling and paving a new road between South Road and Handford 

Road, Waterloo. (Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1882) 

Sough tunnel was re-opened for normal traffic on Monday, 13th February 1882 after single line 

working for the past eighteen months. (Manchester Guardian, 14 February 1882) 

Sidings for a further fifty carriages to be laid at Newton Heath, near the carriage shed. Estimated cost 

£1,130. (L&YR Minutes 15 February 1882) 

Report of an accident at Upholland tunnel on Tuesday, 14th February. (Manchester Courier, 15 

February 1882) 

By a heavy fall of earth at the Victoria station extension works on Friday, 17th February a labourer 

named Thomas Gillmore lost his life and two other men were seriously injured. (Axon, p.387) 

Report of an accident at the new works at Victoria station on Friday 17th February 1882. For some 

time a large gang of men have been making a cutting, known as workhouse cutting, behind Victoria 

station, with a view to the ultimate enlargement of the station and its complete connection with 

Ducie Bridge station. (Manchester Guardian, 18 February 1882) 

By the construction of a connecting line between Droylsden and Denton the LNWR Company are 

enabled to open a means of communication that will be of considerable advantage to people in this 

part of the country. The new line, which is about a mile and a third in length, leaves the L&Y and 

LNW  main line at Droylsden and joins the Stockport and Stalybridge line at Denton. Passengers will 

thus be enabled to travel from Stockport, or any place southwards, direct to Victoria station 

without having to undergo all the inconvenience of changing at London Road and crossing the city 

[…]. 

The new route between Victoria station and Stockport is 11½ miles. The LNW  Company proposes 

to run, commencing on 1st March 1882, a service of trains numbering ten per day each way and they 

will be in connection with the express trains between Manchester and the south. The quick trains 

between Victoria and Stockport will accomplish the journey in thirty two minutes. (Manchester 

Guardian, 21 February 1882) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 22nd February 1882. (Manchester 

Evening News, 22 February 1882; Manchester Guardian, 23 February 1882) 

L&YR meeting report. It was stated that the maintenance of way had increased by £20,760, one of 

the reasons being the increase in the length of line laid with steel rails. There were now 730 miles of 
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single line laid with steel instead of iron, besides 143 miles of sidings. There were 175 miles of single 

iron rails remaining which they were replacing as rapidly as was convenient. They had decided in 

future to put down heavier rails which were expected to last longer. (Manchester Courier, 23 

February 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the formation of a street and the building of a retaining wall at Halifax; 

for the erection of a footbridge at Hindley; for the substructure of Exchange station, Liverpool; for the 

extension of the south jetty at Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 25 February 1882) 

March 
Improvements have been commenced by the L&YR at Clitheroe station, chiefly consisting of the 

enlargement of the station to about double its present size, the erection of a costly over bridge, the 

extension of the platforms and the erection of additional waiting rooms. (Manchester Evening News, 

1 March 1882) 

The accommodation at Burnley Bank Top station is to be improved with another platform and 

entrance added. (Manchester Evening News, 7 March 1882) 

Tenders recommended to be accepted; Walker Bros. £1,024-10-10d, for ironwork for footbridge at 

Hindley; P Middlehurst, £296-16-9d, for masonry for same; Brier Sons & Wilson, £7,830-10-0d, 

formation of new street and retaining wall at Halifax. 

Extra £800 sanctioned on Victoria station extension for additional concrete and timber required. 

(L&YR Minutes 8 March 1882) 

For some months past the electric light has been in use at the L&YR Victoria station and the 

Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway London Road station in Manchester. At Victoria it 

was first introduced by the L&YR who have tried two systems of lighting by electricity. The L&YR

have given the light the longest trial, and their experience has proved a complete failure. The light is 

brilliant, but it is marred by serious unsteadiness, and, besides, it has proved unreliable. On several 

occasions when crowded trains have arrived at the platforms the lights have suddenly failed, and the 

station has been plunged into darkness. Feeling that this was a great drawback to the efficiency of 

the electric light, the Company have decided to discontinue its use, and on Saturday 11th March 1882 

it was seen for the last time. On Sunday, 12th March the station was lighted with gas in the ordinary 

manner, and for the present this will continue. It is believed that the Company intend to introduce 

improvements in the system of lighting, but that they intend to rely, at all events in the first instance, 

on their own engineers for suggestions. (Manchester Guardian, 14 March 1882)  

Report of the Eames locomotive at Victoria station this afternoon, Wednesday, 15th March. 

(Manchester Evening News, 15 March 1882) 

The Eames engine made a trial trip to Leeds yesterday afternoon, Wednesday 15th March. It 

returned this morning and has now gone to Doncaster running for a few days on the GNR. 

Afterwards it will return to Manchester and for a time work the express between Victoria station 

and Skipton. (Manchester Evening News, 16 March 1882) 

The L&YR Company has resolved to abandon all previous projects for the extension of Tithebarn 

Street station at its present distressing high level, and has taken into consideration the alternative of 

constructing a totally new station on the level of Tithebarn Street. This, they are advised by their 

consulting engineer, Sir John Hawkshaw, is perfectly feasible, and it is stated by the originator of the 

proposition, who is a talented engineer in the neighbourhood, that a very large saving in cost will be 

effected by thus placing the new station on the ground level, as may be readily appreciated by 

anyone who is familiar with the colossal system of vaulting under the present station, which was to 

have been reproduced in the new. (Engineer, 17 March 1882, p.193) 
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The American locomotive with Eames’ brake was run a trial trip with a special train from 

Manchester to Leeds and back, on the L&YR, on Wednesday, 15th March 1882 and has, for the 

present, been returned to the locomotive shed. No official statement has yet been made as to the 

result of the trial. (Engineer, 17 March 1882, p.193) 

Extracts from a report by Colonel Yolland on the Westinghouse Company brakes involved in the 

Blackburn accident and published by Westinghouse in pamphlet form (Engineer, 17 March 1882, 

p.199) 

The L&YR Company have, at the last moment, resolved to abandon all previous projects for the 

extension of the Tithebarn Street station at its present distressingly high level, and have taken into 

consideration the welcome alternative of constructing a totally new station on the level of Tithebarn 

Street. This they are advised by their consulting engineer, Sir John Hawkshaw, is perfectly feasible, 

and it is stated by the originator of the proposition, who is an engineer in this neighborhood, that a 

very large saving in cost will be effected by thus placing the new station on the ground level, as may 

be readily appreciated by anyone who is familiar with the colossal system of vaulting under the 

present station, which was to have been reproduced in the new one. (The Builder, 18 March 1882) 

The lighting of Victoria station by electricity has proved so conspicuous a failure that the L&YR have 

abandoned the experiment, and this week the station is again lighted by gas. (Middleton Guardian, 18 

March 1882) 

The height of platform at Bolton station to be raised to two feet six inches above the rail level. 

Estimated cost £693. (L&YR Minutes 22 March 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station masters office at Bacup; for the ironwork and 

masonry for widening the line at Bradford; for the ironwork and masonry for reconstructing the 

bridges over Lamb Lane and Monsall Lane, Miles Platting. (Manchester Guardian, 25 March 1882) 

Sir, By the paragraph which you recently quoted anent the reconstruction of Exchange station, Liverpool, the 

public may be led to suppose that the advisability of doing away with the very steep and unsatisfactory 

approaches to the station had only recently been brought under the notice of the directors of the L&YR

Company by Sir John Hawkshaw. 

Permit me to correct this impression by stating that a design providing for the reconstruction of the station on 

a level of Tithebarn Street was prepared and sent in at the time of the late competition. 

Herewith I enclose you a copy of the description of the design submitted under the motto "Questi," and 

which, I believe, was the only set sent in showing the practicability of working the station without the inclined 

approach. It is well known that the three premiated designs maintained the approaches somewhat in their 

present objectionable position; I need, therefore, say nothing upon the fairness or otherwise of the award of 

Sir John Hawkshaw than to call the attention to the fact that although he gave premiums to the designs with 

such approaches, he does not hesitate to recommend the principle of the "Questi" design as being the most 

suitable for the purpose of the Company. J H Andrews. (The Builder, 1 April 1882) 

April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the provision of hydraulic machinery for the goods warehouse at 

Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 1 April 1882) 

Tenders recommended for acceptance; Brier Sons & Wilson, £18,350, for masonry on widening at 

Bradford; J Butler, £16,492-8-0d, for ironwork for same; J Butler, £929-5-0d, for ironwork for Lamb 

Lane bridge, Miles Platting; T Wrigley Junr, £917-17-6d, for masonry for same; Heenan & 

Woodhouse, £1,637, for ironwork and Holme & King, £957, for masonry of Monsall Lane bridge, 

Newton Heath.(L&YR Minutes 5 April 1882) 
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After nearly half of the new bridge at Orlando Street, Bolton, had been completed yesterday 

Thursday, 6th. April, operations commenced for removing the old bridge on the west side of the line 

which consisted of three narrow stone arches, supported by two stone buttresses. The keystone of 

the centre arch had been lifted from its position by means of a crane fixed below, when suddenly the 

arch collapsed bringing down also the tops of the other two arches, creating a gap nearly twenty feet 

long right across the old roadway. The lines beneath the old bridge were only used for shunting 

purposes so there were no delays to traffic. (Manchester Courier, 7 April 1882) 

The L&YR are about to incur a large outlay in new works at Liverpool, Fleetwood, Bury, Bolton and 

other places in Lancashire. (The Builder, 8 April 1882) 

Brier Sons & Wilson have made a mistake of £9,000 in their tender for widening the main line at 

Bradford. Work to be let to Naylor Bros. & Co. for £21,000. (L&YR Minutes 12 April 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 18 April 1882) 

A picturesque guide to L&Y is about to be published by Messrs Marshall & Son, under the authority 

of the L&YR Company. It is compiled by Mr Percy Lindley. (Engineer, 21 April 1882, p.283) 

On Monday next, 1st May 1882 the existing rolling stock of the L&YR in use on the Liverpool and 

Southport line will be entirely replaced by new engines and carriages which have just been 

constructed by the Company at considerable expense for that particular branch of their system.  

The work of construction has been carried on through the winter months at the extensive carriage 

works at Newton Heath, Manchester, which with their magnificent plant embracing all the most 

approved labour saving appliances, are capable of turning out a complete carriage each day, exclusive 

of wagons. A total of 144 carriages have been built, and these will form twelve trains, composed 

each of six first class carriages, two second class, two third class, a third class van and an entire van 

for luggage, each train thus having a carrying capacity of 144 first, 80 second, and 130 third class 

passengers. Built on the plan which the L&YR have recently adopted, the vehicles are an immense 

improvement on their old stock, which it is intended gradually to sweep away from the main line 

branches of traffic. The height from floor to roof has been largely increased, a space of 7 feet 1½ 

inches now being allowed, and, in addition, the carriages are each about eight feet longer, the extra 

space thus gained being utilized in widening the intervals between the seats, and thereby preventing 

the unpleasant collisions with knees of seated passengers which persons entering a railway carriage 

are liable to do.  

Externally all the carriages are painted and decorated alike, the top portion being painted brown, and 

the bottom lake, picked out with gold and black lined, the appearance being very pleasing to the eye. 

The internal fittings, however, exhibit more strikingly the advance in railway carriage building during 

the last few years. All the first class non-smoking carriages are upholstered in blue cloth, the second 

class in brown and tan tapestry, and the “thirds” in brown and gold tapestry. A novelty in furnishing 

is seen in the case of the first class smoking carriages, which are upholstered with a peculiar kind of 

crimson horse hair cloth; whilst a light brown diaper horse hair cloth is used in the second class 

smoking compartments these cloths being expected not to retain the stale odour of tobacco which 

is found so objectionable when woollen fabrics are used. All the doors are fitted with the safety 

spring-locks, which close automatically when the door is pushed to, besides which, by turning the 

handle, a second turn is given to the “catch”, and the accidental opening of the door thus entirely 

prevented. Above the windows are fitted patent dust or draught preventers, which also obviate the 

rattling of the window frame, and there are fixed in all compartments spring roller blinds, made of 

tapestry of a special kind. There is provided no means of communication between passengers and 

guard, the distance which the trains will run being under twenty miles, the lowest distance limit fixed 

by the Board of trade, as demanding the provision of such appliances.  
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Great security is, however, given by the existence in connection with each train of the “Auto” 

vacuum brake, which complies with all the requirements of the Board of Trade. The L&YR, it may be 

added, were the first to introduce continuous brakes for passenger trains, their late carriages 

builders, Mr Fay and Mr Newall, each having invented such an apparatus worked by hand. The 

present brake differs from those manual appliances in being worked by a steam ejector on the 

engine […]. 

A further advantage, especially to female passengers, in connection with these carriages is the 

provision of a certain number of compartments reserved entirely for ladies, the engines to work the 

new trains are also of recent construction, being of a uniform style of bogey tank engines, with 17½ 

inch cylinders and fitted with all the latest improvements. They have been built by various 

contractors from the designs of Mr W B Wright, the Company’s locomotive engineer, Mr F Attock, 

superintendent of the construction of the new carriages, which in point of completeness and 

elegance will challenge comparison with any rolling stock in the country intended for similar 

purposes.  

The cost has been about £5,000 per train, or a total of £60,000. Smokers will hear with gratitude 

that their allowance of room in the trains has been materially increased, the number of seats 

devoted to their use being – first class 48 out of 144; second class 30 out of 80; and third class 38 

out of 130. It is intended to light the carriages with Pope’s patent mineral oil gas, which can be 

compressed in tanks under the vehicles, and conveyed in sufficient quantity to last forty eight hours. 

The works in connection with this matter, however, are not quite finished, and for a week or two 

light will be obtained from ordinary oil lamps, the carriages being so fitted as to enable that lamp to 

be utilized at once in case the gas should fail. The whole of the old stock will be taken from the line 

on Saturday next, and the new trains started permanently on the following day. (Manchester 

Guardian, 26 April 1882) 

On Wednesday evening, 26th April, Mr. A. Wolfenden, C. E. of Brighouse, who was in charge of the 

work of rebuilding the station at Ramsbottom, was killed by a passing goods train. (Manchester 

Evening News, 27 April 1882) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of retaining walls and the excavation of earth at Oldham 

Werneth; for the formation of an embankment and the erection of retaining walls at Rochdale; for the 

excavation of earth at Sowerby Bridge; for the construction of a reservoir and culverts and the back 

filling of a retaining wall at Todmorden. (Manchester Guardian, 27 April 1882) 

Tender of M W Walmersley, £16,912-15-0d, recommended to be accepted for excavation at Werneth 

and filling at Rochdale; Also that of Holme & King, £6,431 March 4d, for culvert and reservoir and 

filling up at Todmorden; Also that of J Butler, £1,530 October 0d, for renewal of bridge over canal at 

Mirfield on the Cleckheaton branch. 

Mr Meek reports that he is of the opinion the contractor has no right to sell the sand from the Victoria 

station excavation, and he has given instructions for him not to do so, but he is entitled to make bricks 

of the clay from the excavation. (L&YR Minutes 3 May 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a carriage shed and a lamp room at Cheetham Hill 

Junction, Manchester; for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 6 May 1882) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £5,584, recommended to be accepted for carriage shed and lamp room at 

Cheetham Hill Junction. 

Mr Talbot, deputy Town Clerk of Manchester, having suggested methods of expediting the work on 

York Street bridge, Mr Hunt states that the number of men cannot be doubled, since “there was no 
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space for them to work”, that during part of the time the contractor has been working day and night, 

and that the ironwork contractor is now doing so. 

In forming the junction between the old and new portion of the viaduct at Fulton Street, Liverpool 

(North Dock line) it will be necessary to substitute iron work for arches over that street at a cost of 

£620 with a reduction of £200 on the Dransfield contract. (L&YR Minutes 18 May 1882) 

Messrs William Collier & Co. of Salford, have this week completed, for the L&YR, an improved tool 

for manufacturing railway springs, which, by an ingenious arrangement, combines all the processes, 

shearing, tapering, shaping, punching, slotting and nibbing. (A full description of the machine and 

process follows) (Engineer, 19 May 1882, p.361) 

The L&YR invite tenders for station extensions at Kirkdale. (Manchester Guardian, 20 May 1882) 

June 
Upon the arrival of one of the Blackpool excursion trains at Pendleton last night, 1st. June it was 

found to be without a tail light. As no train is allowed to leave a station without that safeguard it was 

conjectured that the lamp must have been dropped since the train had left Clifton Junction and men 

were sent to look in that direction for the missing object. On reaching a point of the line near 

Brindle Heath the men found standing on the line half a dozen carriages which, owing to the 

breaking of the coupling, had become severed from the main body of the train. Messages were sent 

to Manchester for assistance and to the next signal box to block all trains, which were at that time 

arriving in quick succession, and there is no doubt that had it not been for the promptness displayed 

by the station master and his subordinates, an accident of serious nature must have taken place. 

(Manchester Evening News, 2 June 1882) 

On Saturday, 27th May 1882 the recent opening of the new Middleton Junction station was 

celebrated by a supper at the Railway and Linnet Inn. The contractor, E Taylor, of Littleborough, was 

congratulated on the work and the arrangements made since the start in September 1881, when 

excavations for the subway were started without stopping a train during the operations. The lines 

over the subway are supported on massive walls, faced with Ruabon buff, brown and white 

enamelled bricks, which are spanned by cast iron girders. The down main platform is approached by 

a staircase, six feet wide; the island platform by a staircase, ten feet wide from the centre of the 

subway opposite to which is the booking office, and the up branch platform by a staircase six feet 

wide. The subway is eight feet wide and ten feet six inches high. There are four platforms, each 

about 350 feet long, covered with three inch pitch pine boards; there are two waiting rooms on 

each of the up and down main line platforms. The main line platforms are covered 165 feet by 14 

feet and uncovered for 185 feet by twelve feet. The down branch platform has a covering of 120 feet 

by 14 feet and is uncovered for 230 feet by twelve feet, and the up branch platform is covered for 

90 feet and uncovered for 260 feet. Not everything is completed but a month will see this done. 

(Middleton Albion, 3 June 1882) 

On Saturday, 27th May 1882 a dinner was held at the Railway and Linnet Inn to celebrate the 

completion of the new Middleton Junction station, about 150 people attended. The contractor was E 

Taylor of Littleborough and the building was under the supervision of Henry Whitehead and Mr 

Priestley for the L&YR. The chief entrance to the subway is on the Middleton Junction side of the 

station, situated where the slope which approached the station used to be. From the entrance of the 

subway to the booking office is a passage twenty two yards long and ten feet from the floor to the 

rail level and six feet wide. The retaining walls of the subway are six feet three inches thick faced 

with Ruabon buff bricks throughout and interspersed with white and brown glazed bricks made to 

form a dado. The rails over the subway are carried by cast iron girders, with deck lights of cast iron, 

giving an excellent light to the passage beneath. Traversing the first length of the subway the booking 

office is entered which is faced with Ruabon buff bricks and is twenty one feet high, the roof being 
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carried by two iron girders and timber, and lighted from windows in the roof, giving a strong and 

excellent light. The booking office is on the right of the hall and is a compartment fitted up with 

polished bay wood desks. There are two booking windows one for third class and one for first and 

second class. Handsome polished oak crush rails are fitted outside, the size of the office is twenty 

feet by twelve feet. The other portion of the subway consists of a passage, twelve yards long, from 

the booking office to the Oldham arrival platform stairs. An entrance to the station has been made 

on the east side, where formerly existed stairs. The principle entrance to the platforms is a 

handsome staircase, ten feet wide leading from the booking hall. There are two outside staircases, to 

the down main and the up branch platforms; these are lighted by upright lights in the sides of the 

staircases. The steps are of Whitworth stone and the staircases are fitted with polished bay wood 

handrails on each side. (Middleton Guardian, 3 June 1882) 

On Friday evening, 2nd June a vote of thanks was passed by the teachers and scholars of Christ 

Church School, Harpurhey, to the L&YR for the excellent arrangements made and carried out by 

them in the excursion to Scarborough the previous day. (Manchester Courier, 5 June 1882) 

The works of improvement which for nearly two years have been in progress at Victoria station 

have now so far advanced that a general idea of their extent and nature is apparent to the most 

casual observer […] (Long report on LNWR work) [...] the L&YR have a great expense entailed 

upon them by the necessity of removing a large quantity of land in order to attain the level of their 

extension. A bed of tenacious hard clay covered the whole of the site and its removal has been slow 

and tedious. Progress is now so far gained that the foundations of the station are being laid in the 

rock.  

Upon the new ground four platforms will be erected. The present Bolton arrival platform will be 

done away with and the roadway which now runs from Strangeways will be diverted and running at 

a different level will pass under the new lines of rails and be carried to a central position between 

the platforms. From New Bridge Street another approach for cabs will be made extending to the 

platforms on that side. When the work is completed the Ducie Bridge station will be closed, trains 

for the Prestwich branch starting from the added portion of the station. A footbridge is proposed 

for erection across the ends of the platforms alongside the York Street Bridge and leading out upon 

the existing steps.  

There is also in course of construction a subway extending right through the station from side to 

side at about the middle of the platforms. It will be 24 feet in width and access to it will be by 

inclines, there being also hydraulic lifts. The excavations for the subway are complete for about half 

the distance. The new bridge which is to carry York Street over the added rails is now nearly 

finished, it being anticipated that another month’s work will permit of vehicular traffic over it. This 

will allow of the use of the Cheetham Hill tramcars which were ready for service before Christmas 

but have been of no use so long as the break in the tramway existed at Ducie Bridge. The whole of 

the station will be roofed over and the central roadway for cabs will, therefore, be as convenient for 

public use in bad weather as are those at most of the larger stations, hitherto no such provision has 

been made at Victoria station. It is not proposed to interfere with the old fish market and offices 

which face Strangeways. Larger schemes and further extensions are in contemplation. One is to 

bridge the Irk at a point opposite Todd Street and so provide a way for vehicles. (Manchester 

Courier, 9 June 1882) 

On Wednesday, 7th June 1882 fire extinguishing apparatus arrived at Middleton Junction new station 

consisting of 150 yards of hose pipe in six lengths with two stands and two delivery pipes, together 

with eighteen buckets and other apparatus for use in both passenger and goods departments. 

(Middleton Guardian, 10 June 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for excavation, drainage and a retaining wall at the new goods yard at 

Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 10 June 1882) 
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On the 11th June 1882 a bridge fell at Springwood Junction, Huddersfield, and blocked the main line. 

Another train to be provided on the other side of the obstruction. (L&YR Minutes 13 June 1882) 

Holme & King to be informed that the acceptance of a tender, for filling up behind the retaining wall 

at Todmorden, is a contract, and that the company will expect them to carry out the work forthwith at 

the prices agreed upon. 

Work executed on the Victoria station extension and river Irk diversion, contract £16,265-19-9d. 

(L&YR Minutes 14 June 1882) 

The important extensions in connection with the new Salford station of the LNWR Company, and 

the enlargement of the Victoria station of the L&YR Company, have now made considerable 

progress. The contractors, Messrs R Neill & Sons, of Manchester, have completed the substructure 

of the new Salford station, and the construction of the bridges crossing several adjacent streets is 

proceeding. The most important of these is a massive straight plate-girder bridge, crossing Chapel 

Street and Gravel Lane on the skew, and which at the widest part will have a span of 157ft. The main 

girders which carry the bridge commence with two plates, and run up to eight in the centre, and 

have a depth throughout of 12ft 8ins. For their size the girders are comparatively light in 

construction, the longest girder – 157ft 6ins – weighing 125 tons; but this is slightly increased where 

the girders shorten, the next one, of 147ft weighing 127 tons, as a greater weight of traffic will have 

to pass over this portion of the bridge. In the long girder I noticed a peculiarity of construction in 

the introduction at either end of internal stays running from to bottom. Of these there are nine, five 

at one end and four at the other, and diaphragm stays extending 3ft from the bottom are carried 

through the remaining portion of the girder, which at either end will rest upon a sliding bed-plate to 

allow for expansion and contraction. The iron work for the bridges is being supplied by Messrs 

Heenan and Woodhouse, and the work of fixing is being done by Mr Morris Owen, both local firms. 

The Victoria station extension, which is in the hands of Mr J D Nowell, of Manchester, is progressing 

rapidly with the foundations, which have been a difficult operation, and one-half of the new bridge 

which will carry York Street over the extension is completed, and the remaining portion which is in 

hand will be ready for traffic in the course of another month, when the only break to the completion 

of the Manchester Tramway system will be removed. The L&YR Company has also just completed a 

large new goods shed at Oldham Road goods station. It covers an area of 138 feet by 144 feet, and 

consists of five floors besides the basement, and there are six lines of way into it, besides wide 

cartways on either sides for discharging and loading of goods. Steam power has been very 

extensively adopted for dealing with the traffic, the stages being fitted with a large number of steam 

cranes, whilst special arrangements for shunting as much as possible without the aid of locomotives, 

have been made by the introduction of a number of constantly revolving capstans. The building has 

been built by R Neill & Sons and the machinery for dealing with traffic has been supplied by J D 

Wood of Victoria Foundry, Bolton. (Engineer, 16 June 1882, p.242) 

The unsightly LNWR Bridge at Bailey Street station, Manchester (sic), is to be removed in 

connection with the widening of the line. The present bridge is a heavy structure with attempts at 

decoration in the shape of panels carrying huge griffins in bas-relief, whilst iron columns upon which 

it is carried over the roadway have long impeded traffic, and the railway traffic is to be carried over 

the roadway in one span by a bridge of more modern construction and design. (Engineer, 16 June 

1882, p.242) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the raising and covering of the platforms at Chorley; for the ironwork and 

masonry of a bridge at the Ardwick branch junction. (Manchester Guardian, 17 June 1882) 

Tender of E Gabbutt, £7,192-8-3d, to be accepted for work at Preston goods yard. (L&YR Minutes 21 

June 1882) 
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The Oldham salesmen who have to attend Manchester market are getting up a movement for the 

purpose of making a representation to the L&YR respecting the charges for contract tickets, which 

are held to be greater in proportion than those made for travelling from towns on the other side of 

Manchester. A deputation will shortly wait on the company on the subject. (Manchester Courier, 27 

June 1882) 

Tenders recommended for acceptance; Mr Brownley, £1,169 May 0d, for alterations at Chorley 

station; J B Walsh, £1,598, renewal of platform roof at Sandhills; J Butler, £1,236, for ironwork of 

bridge over Ardwick branch for the Deans and Canons of Manchester; E Knight, £1,630, for masonry 

for same; H J Banks, ££637-15-0d, for paving in New Bailey Street goods yard, Salford; J B Walsh, 

estimate £3,730, extension of cotton traffic shed at North Docks, on schedule of prices; Holme & 

King agree to carry out the filling behind the Todmorden retaining wall in accordance with the 

specification and at their tender price. (L&YR Minutes 28 June 1882) 

July 
The LNWR invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 

5 July 1882. 

The LNWR invite tenders for the construction of a bridge and roadway in connection with the 

enlargement of Victoria station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1882) 

About forty five out of fifty hands employed by the L&YR at Huddersfield are on strike for less 

hours and more pay. About three years ago the company reduced the wages of shunters, etc., to 

17s from 19s a week, and now that trade has revived they think that they ought to have the wages 

they had received prior to the reduction taking place. The men have resolved not to return to their 

work until their requests are granted. (Manchester Evening News, 11 July 1882) 

Tender of H M Nowell, £500, to be accepted for raising the up platform at Bolton, also his tender, 

£160, for raising and lengthening the platform at Berry Brow. Tender of T Wrigley Junr, £475, 

recommended to be accepted for re-erection of gantry ay Burnden Junction, Bolton. (L&YR Minutes 

12 July 1882) 

The L&YR and LNWR invite tenders for the works in connection with the enlargement of 

Huddersfield station. (Manchester Guardian, 15 July 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station in Ash Street, Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 

15 July 1882) 

It was fully expected that the new L&YR bridge now in course of construction in York Street would 

be completed early in the ensuing week and the tram lines which have been laid up to the bridge on 

both sides open for traffic on Thursday or Friday next. It has been found that the bridge will not be 

completed within the time specified and in all probability the cars will not be run on the Cheetham 

Hill route within the next fortnight. (Manchester Courier, 15 July 1882) 

The Preston and Wyre Joint Committee are building a large new passenger station alongside the 

boats (at Fleetwood), with roofed-in staircases for high and low water, to enable passengers to 

embark, or land, entirely under cover, whilst their comfort on returning from a sea voyage, or 

waiting for a boat, is being specially provided for by an arrangement of refreshment and waiting 

rooms on an extensive scale. For the cattle trade a large number of pens are being provided with 

subways at a low level, so that cattle can be landed without in any way crossing the line of rails. 

(Engineer, 21 July 1882, p.43) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the old iron girders lying at Burnden viaduct, Bolton; for the erection of 

the masonry and ironwork required in widening the bridge over the railway at Rainford Junction; for 

the construction of a culvert at Jubilee, near Shaw. (Manchester Guardian, 22 July 1882) 
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It has been found necessary to erect a new station at Fleetwood with increased accommodation for 

passengers and cattle. It is expected that the building will be completed early next year. Close to the 

passenger station will be a warehouse with an underground passage, by which cattle can be brought 

from the boats at low water. The contract for the whole of this work amounts to £120,000. 

(Manchester Evening News, 24 July 1882)  

Tender of T Bridge, £4,515, recommended to be accepted for passenger station at Ash Street, 

Southport. (L&YR Minutes 25 July 1882) 

An agreement has been made with the L&Y and LNW companies, giving the latter company running 

powers between Huddersfield and Penistone, including the use of Huddersfield station for all traffic 

south and east of Penistone, with power for the company to fix their own rates. (Engineer, 28 July 

1882, p.63) 

On Thursday, 27th July 1882 the first (horse) tram-car on the Manchester to Cheetham Hill route 

commenced the first journey to the city. The opening has been delayed by the re-construction of 

the Cheetham Hill Road Bridge over the L&YR outside Victoria station. (Middleton Guardian, 29 July 

1882) 

August 
L&YR agreement with Lancashire and Cheshire Telephone Exchange Company for wires to the 

L&YR offices in Manchester. (Public Records Office August 1882) 

The works in connection with the new passenger station which the LNWR are erecting at Hunts 

Bank, Manchester, are making rapid progress. Built, as the station will be, entirely upon arches, and 

abutting upon the river Irwell, engineering difficulties of no inconsiderable character have presented 

themselves, but these have been successfully surmounted. The station itself will cover an area of 

about five and a half acres, extending from Hunts Bank to a point nearly opposite the junction of 

Chapel Street and Blackfriars Street. To provide this space a large amount of property behind 

Chapel Street had to be demolished. The work of clearing away the streets, which consisted in the 

main of old cottage property, was performed by the Company anterior to autumn of 1880, about 

which time the contractors for the station, R Neill & Sons, commenced the foundations. Their work, 

up to the present, has been confined to carrying the station up to the railway level, and this has been 

so far completed that some of the platforms are now in course of construction, and the foundations 

for the iron columns supporting the roof will rest are being prepared.  

From the station proper, which will rest upon a series of arches, twenty in number, the railway lines 

will be carried across Blackfriars Street upon an iron bridge now partially constructed, and so upon a 

further series of brick arches and iron bridges to Ordsall Lane station. The making of the river wall 

opposite the approach from Victoria Street to the existing LNW  and L&YR station was necessarily 

a work of time, and in order to carry it on a considerable amount of pumping had to be done. 

Formerly at this point the bank projected somewhat sharply into the river, but the projection has 

now been removed, and replaced by a uniform curve which cannot but facilitate the flow of the 

water in times of flood. The station itself will be covered by three iron spans, filled in with glass, and 

supported upon iron columns. There will be three main platforms, each of the length of 230 yards, 

and of varying width, with the necessary roadways for cabs, etc. The waiting rooms, booking offices, 

refreshment rooms, and various other offices will be at the principle entrance to the station, 

opposite Victoria Street, and will extend round the corner to the east end of the structure, covering 

a length of 360 feet.  

The main approach to the station will be from a point opposite the Cromwell Statue, in Victoria 

Street, by means of an iron bridge across the river. The intervening space to Chapel Street will be 

spanned by brick arches, and a second iron bridge will complete the approach. The road will here 

open out into a wide area facing the station offices, and providing all necessary accommodation for 
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vehicles and arriving and departing passengers. Opening on to the same area will be the approach 

from Salford. This commences at the corner of Blackfriars Street and Chapel Street, and will extend 

upon a gradient of about 1 in 28 along the south side of the station parallel with Chapel Street to 

Greengate. This latter thoroughfare is spanned by an iron bridge, already constructed, the 

abutments of the arch being faced with white glazed bricks. For the convenience of the public living 

on the Strangeways and Higher Broughton side of the city, it was proposed by the Company to 

make an approach to the station by means of a bridge thrown across the Irwell at a point opposite 

the Palatine Hotel, but to this the Manchester Corporation did not see their way to assent, and 

consequently this part of the plan had to be abandoned. Passengers from the localities named will, 

therefore, have to reach the station by the main approach from Victoria Street. Communication 

between the north and south sides of the station will be maintained by means of a roadway passing 

round the east, or river end, inclining downwards until it passes under the Leeds and Liverpool lines 

of rails and rising again to the ordinary level. When completed almost all the Company’s traffic at 

present passing through Victoria stat will be diverted into the new station, but a connection 

between the two, though for foot passengers only, will still be maintained. The work is being carried 

out from the plans of Francis Stevenson, the Company’s engineer in chief; the resident engineer 

being W B Worthington. (Manchester Guardian, 2 August 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the re-construction of the roof of a warehouse and the provision of 

gantries at Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 3 August 1882) 

Progress is being made at Victoria station; the main walls of the subway connecting the old and new 

stations are now built, and a few of the permanent girders under the rails are in position. A heading 

is also being driven, to connect the line of rails adjoining Ducie Bridge station with the new 

extension. The new bridge, constructed of strong wrought iron plate girders, which carries York 

Street over the new extension, is now sufficiently completed to enable the tram traffic to be carried 

over, and this now completes the various sections of the tram lines running out of Manchester. The 

L&YR has, this week, given out contracts for the erection of an additional passenger station between 

Southport and Blowick stations. The new station will be on the island platform principle, and the 

building will be a somewhat ornate structure, with white brick facings and openings filled in with 

wooden mullions, and ridge and furrow overhanging roof, constructed of iron. Extensive waiting and 

refreshment room accommodation is being provided, and the platform, which will have a length of 

133 yards, will be laid with blue Staffordshire tiles. (Engineer, 4 August 1882, p.93) 

As from 1st August 1882 arrangements have been made for the convenience of local passengers for 

trains of the GNR which are running on the L&Y in the Spen Valley to carry local passengers to and 

from stations at which they stop on the L&Y line, in addition to through passengers to and from the 

GN line. (Engineering, 4 August 1882) 

The LNWR invite tenders for the erection of stabling for fifty horses, together with provender store 

and other appurtenances at Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 5 August 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the roof at Victoria station, Manchester. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 August 1882) 

Tender of E Taylor & Co. £18,400, to be accepted for roof and gantries at Blackburn; and A F 

Bentley, £1,139, recommended to be accepted for a culvert at Jubilee, Shaw. 

In view of the exceptional character of the work, repairs to Whalley viaduct, excepting asphalting, to 

be carried out by the company’s men. 

In order to put in the new connections between the Manchester Loop Line and the Victoria station 

extension, it will be necessary “to start running a contractor’s dirt train on the fast lines, and that a 
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new connection, together with a timber viaduct, will have to be built at Cheetham Hill junction, at a 

cost of about £663”. 

Victoria station extension; about 1,600 cubic yards excavated under York Street bridge, as an extra, as 

is all the work east of this bridge. It will be necessary to build a retaining wall at Irk Passage and to 

re-build the boundary wall of the workhouse yard, not carried down to a sufficient depth, estimated 

extra cost, £3,000, to be carried out on schedule of prices. (L&YR Minutes 9 August 1882) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the ironwork and masonry for altering a bridge on the Brighouse 

branch near the junction with the Halifax and Bradford lines; for recovering the platform roof and 

raising platforms at Accrington; for new cottages at Clifton Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 12 

August 1882) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 23rd August 1882. It was stated 

that the excavations for the extension of Victoria station were almost complete and that tenders are 

being obtained for the remainder of the work. (Manchester Guardian, 16 August 1882) 

The 2nd annual athletic festival in connection with the Newton Heath LYR Cricket Club was 

commenced at Newton Heath on Saturday afternoon in the presence of about 2,000 spectators. 

The sports will be concluded today (Monday). Results of events given. (Manchester Examiner, 21 

August 1882) 

Tender of T Wrigley Jnr. recommended to be accepted for a timber viaduct at Cheetham Hill Junction. 

Also that of R Neill & Sons, £69,033, for the extension of the roof of Victoria station. (L&YR Minutes 

22 August 1882) 

Report of the collapse of a large footbridge being erected at Hindley to replace a level crossing. It is 

132 feet long and weighs 30 tons. (Manchester Guardian, 22 August 1882) 

Tender of J D Nowell, £500-17-6d, to be accepted for the timber viaduct at Cheetham Hill Junction. 

(L&YR Minutes 23 August 1882) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 23rd August 1882. (Manchester 

Guardian, 24 August 1882) 

An extra-ordinary accident happened on the L&YR on Monday morning, 21st August 1882 a short 

distance from Hindley station. In order to do away with the level crossing at this spot, a large iron 

footbridge had been placed over the line, and the work was nearly completed. The contractors 

were, on Monday, fixing rollers underneath the structure to allow for expansion and contraction, 

when, as is alleged, as one end to the bridge was being lowered on to the rollers, a sudden gust of 

wind caused it to cant, and the structure fell on to the railway, completely blocking the whole of the 

lines. One workman, who was on the bridge at the time, was precipitated to the ground and 

sustained a severe shaking, but no one was killed. Breakdown gangs were quickly on the spot, but 

the task of removing the bridge, which is 132 feet long, was both tedious and difficult. In six hours 

only one line was cleared. (Engineer, 25 August 1882, p.143) 

The L&Y and LNWR Companies have erected a handsome hotel in Preston which will be opened in 

the course of a few days. The site of the hotel is a commanding one, being on the abrupt bend of the 

right bank of the Ribble, known as West Cliff, which presents a bold front to the west and south 

[…]. The windows of the hotel afford a fine view of the Ribble Valley […]. The hotel has a tower 

rising 113 feet 9 inches to the finial from the base, and 87 feet 9 inches to the battlements; it is 23 

feet 9 inches square on the plan and contains five floors. The lantern is glazed, and commands an 

extensive view […]. The hotel will afford an eligible opportunity for breaking a tedious railway ride, 

situate as it is about midway between London and Edinburgh. The building has been erected under 
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the superintendence of J B Stanley of Euston, London, the contractors being R Neill & Sons of 

Manchester.  

The design has been to secure ready access to the station, simplicity of internal arrangement so as 

to ensure effective supervision and comfort, combined with picturesqueness of exterior, at a 

reasonable cost. The primary estimated cost was from £29,200 to £33,000. The style is ornamental. 

The material used is red Ruabon bricks, with Cross Hill stone strings and dressings, with ornamental 

tiles forming panels under the windows. The frontage to the south is 174 feet, and to the west 152 

feet. There is a coffee room on the ground floor, 42 feet 6 inches by 28 feet, a drawing room, 23 

feet 9 inches by 26 feet, a reading room, 18 feet 6 inches by 18 feet 6 inches, with smoke, billiard, 

and commercial rooms and other accommodation. The hotel contains 33 double and 20 single 

rooms, besides private suites on the first and second floors. The upper floors are reached by a 

separate stone staircase at each end of the building, and there is a hydraulic lift to each of the three 

floors for passengers and baggage, also a lift for service from the basement and culinary department 

to each floor.  

Ventilating tubes are fixed to every room, and the tower acts as a ventilator. Although the hotel 

stands in its own grounds, isolated from other buildings and removed from the railway, it is 

immediately accessible from the main platform by a commodious covered gallery and bridge. 

Passengers from north or south can reach, or leave, the hotel with their luggage by their side. A fine 

esplanade, about 400 feet long and 14 feet wide, is reserved for visitors, overlooking the Miller Park, 

to which it is connected by a flight of steps. (Manchester Guardian, 25 August 1882) 

September 
Messrs De Bergue & Co. are constructing a single web plate girder of rather large dimensions for 

the extension of the L&YR station at Stalybridge. The girder has a length of 130 feet, with a uniform 

height of 9 feet, and runs up to eleven plates in thickness in the centre. (Engineer, 1 September 

1882, p.166) 

The L&YR are proceeding vigorously with the works required for the extension of their station on 

the site of the old workhouse, New Bridge Street. The excavation is nearly all completed the 

platform walls, etc., being erected and the site got ready for the approaches. The directors have 

accepted the tender of R Neill & Sons, of this city, for the whole of the roofing over the large area, 

and the work will be put in hand at once. (Manchester Guardian, 2 September 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods shed and a loading mound at North Mersey, 

Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 9 September 1882) 

The celebration of the Preston Guild, this week has been accompanied by the opening of a new 

railway between Preston and Southport. The line is designated the West Lancashire Railway, and the 

opening of the new line will naturally reduce the distance between the two towns. The old route is 

circuitous, and twenty two miles in length, whilst the distance between Preston and Southport by 

the West Lancashire route is only fifteen miles, proceeding along the coast of the river Ribble, and 

bringing the two towns within from twenty minutes to half an hours ride of each other. By a branch 

from the main line, crossing the valley of the Ribble, a short distance from Preston, the West 

Lancashire line will be connected with several of the manufacturing towns on the east side of the 

county, the company having obtained running powers over several portions of the L&Y system, 

extending to those towns. The new line is carried across the river Ribble into Preston by a massive 

girder bridge in six divisions, and on Friday week the line was inspected by General Hutchinson, the 

Board of Trade Inspector.  

The first trial trip over the bridge was made early in the morning. The train, which consisted of first, 

second and third class carriages, was drawn by a heavy engine, and amongst the passengers were 

Messrs. Fox and Brunlees, the engineers in chief; Mr. Thursby, the resident engineer; Mr. Gilbert, the 
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manager; and many others. The train returned to Southport, at twelve o'clock, to meet General 

Hutchinson, accomplishing the distance in half an hour. It shortly afterwards left for Preston, for the 

purpose of the inspection. Four large and powerful engines were used to test the bridge over the 

river Ribble. The engines stood upon the bridge and ran across it five times at full speed, and the 

deflection was only a quarter of an inch. The whole line proved to be satisfactory, and it was opened 

for traffic on Monday, and has daily during the week brought large numbers from Southport, who 

are attending the Guild festivities. At Preston and Southport two large and commodious stations are 

in course of erection, both structures being exactly uniform in architectural design. (The Builder, 9 

September 1882) 

The magnificent new hotel erected on the high ground and the cresting of Wenham Park, at Preston 

by the LNWR Co, has just been completed and opened. The building is in the Renaissance style, of 

red brick with red sandstone dressings, and covered with red Staffordshire tiles.  The most 

prominent feature of the building is a lofty tower, at the top of which is a tank, capable of holding 

2,000 gallons of water, from which the hotel will obtain its supply for domestic and sanitary 

purposes. Below is the spacious apartment for the use of visitors, who are here afforded a most 

extensive and charming view of the valley of the Ribble and the surrounding country. The hotel is 

approached from the island   of the railway station by a covered way, having an open timbered roof 

the entire length. That portion crossing the line has a wooden floor, and is lighted on either side by 

plain white glass. This section ends in a spacious hall, from which the way is continued to the hotel.  

This portion of the structure has a striking and handsome appearance. The floor is covered with 

artistic octagonal tiles, having an ornamental border, and the windows are glazed with tinted 

cathedral glass. The covered way has a total length of 180 feet. It is intersected by a 24 feet cab way 

at the back of the hotel, after crossing which it leads into the principal vestibule of the main building, 

which is paved with Minton's tiles and is well lighted by an ornamental lantern light. This leads into 

the large hall, where the bar is situate. From this point run a series of corridors, ornamentally tiled. 

To the front of the building, facing the Park and the country around the valley of the Ribble beyond 

are the coffee rooms, sitting rooms, smoking rooms, drawing rooms, and private suites of 

apartments, whilst on the opposite side of the corridor are a number of bedrooms. The walls of the 

corridors and upper floors are lined to a height of 4 feet with different coloured tiles, forming 

artistic panels. Above the tiles the walls are faced with the material known as "Lincrusta Walton". It is 

of a pale green colour, having a pretty embossed surface, and has a highly ornamental appearance. A 

wide stone staircase leads to the upper floors, on which are suites of apartments, and a number of 

separate sitting rooms and bedrooms.  

Some of the suites are arranged for entire families, and comprise sitting room, two bedrooms, 

dressing rooms, bathrooms, and lavatory.  

Every part of the building is well lighted and ventilated, the ventilation, heating, and sanitary 

arrangements having been carried out by the Sanitary Engineering Company, of Victoria Street, 

Westminster. In front of the hotel is a promenade, 400 feet , long and 18 feet wide, and below this is 

a new public promenade, and the hotel is connected with a sloping park beneath, to which the 

visitors have direct access.  The grounds belonging to the hotel are being tastefully laid out as a 

garden [...]. The total cost of the hotel and furnishing is estimated at £50,000. 

The L&YR invite tenders for the repairs required to the timber viaduct at Alderbottom, near Stubbins; 

for the work required with the widening of the line and building a retaining wall at Wardleworth. 

(Manchester Guardian, 11 September 1882) 

The works, in connection with the extension of the L&YR Company’s portion of the Victoria station 

at Manchester, are progressing rapidly. All the excavating work is about finished and the platform 

walls are nearly erected. R Neill & Sons, of Manchester, have secured the contract for the whole of 

the roofing of the new portion. (British Architect, 15 September 1882) 
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Report of the opening of the West Lancashire Railway on Friday, 15th September 1882. (Manchester 

Guardian and Manchester Courier, 16 September 1882) 

Tenders recommended to be accepted; J D Nowell, £2,500, for alterations to Alderbottom viaduct, 

near Stubbins; also his tender £4, 000, for widening and extending the line at Wardleworth; R Neill & 

Sons, £52,190, for warehouse and loading mound at North Mersey, Liverpool; De Bergue & Co. 

£4,427-18-1d, for ironwork, etc. in the renewal of bridges over river Medlock and Birch Street, 

Ardwick, Manchester. (L&YR Minutes 19 September 1882) 

Part of one of the tunnels between Werneth and Central stations, Oldham, collapsed on 

Wednesday, 20th September 1882, whilst workmen were engaged on repairs; traffic was stopped 

for several hours. (Manchester Guardian, 21 September 1882) 

A portion of the tunnel next to Central station, Oldham, fell in on Wednesday afternoon. Repairs 

were being made to the roof, and part of the scaffolding is said to have given way. No one was hurt 

and a train which was shortly due from Mumps received timely warning that the line was blocked. 

Trains to Middleton Junction are being sent by Rochdale. (Engineer, 22 September 1882, p.217) 

The completion of the new West Lancashire Railway connecting Southport and Preston, which, after 

numerous difficulties and delays in the course of its construction, extending over a period of eight 

years, was opened for traffic at the commencement of the present month, was formally inaugurated 

at Southport on Friday last, 15th September 1882. The shareholders and invited guests of the 

company, to the number of about 400, assembled at the Winter Gardens, and after a carriage 

procession through the town, were conveyed by special trains, under the charge of T Gilbert, the 

secretary of the company, over the new line to Preston, the journey occupying half an hour. Here a 

short stay was made, and the party then returned to the Winter Gardens at Southport, where a 

luncheon was held. Mr Edward Holden, the chairman of the Board of Directors, presided, and 

amongst those present were J Dodds, MP, Captain Aylmer, MP, and W Coddington, MP. The usual 

toasts were given […]. 

The first Act of Parliament for the construction of the West Lancashire Railway was obtained in 

1871, and the first sod of the new line was cut in April 1873. The contract was let to Messrs Clark, 

Punchard, & Co. of London, who, after a portion of the line had been completed, became involved in 

monetary difficulties, and the work was assigned to Baron Albert Grant. The result was a complete 

stoppage, and the scheme threatened to collapse altogether. Ultimately, the works and plant were 

bought by several local gentlemen, the project was resuscitated, a contract entered into with Messrs 

Barnes and Squire, and a short length of the line from Hesketh Park to Hesketh Bank, a distance of 

seven miles, was opened in February 1878. Again, however, the works were stopped for a time, 

owing to financial difficulties; but eventually another contract was entered into with M E C Maddison 

of London, and the carrying out of the work was entrusted to Messrs Braddock and Matthews, by 

whom the undertaking has been practically carried through, although the stations both at Southport 

and Preston have yet to be finished, and a portion of a  branch from Penwortham Junction, which 

runs under the North Union Railway and joins the L&Y system, about a mile from Preston Junction, 

has still to be completed.  

The total length of the West Lancashire Railway is 15¾ miles, with the branch joining the East 

Lancashire Railway. The steepest gradient on the main line is 1 in 100, and the sharpest curve, 20 

chains radius; on the branch line the steepest gradient is 1 in 90. There are no tunnels on the line, 

but a somewhat difficult undertaking was encountered in making the Penwortham cutting, near 

Preston. Here nearly half a million yards of soil had to be excavated, and this, consisting chiefly of 

clay which became a soft puddle after rain, proved very laborious work for the navvies. To facilitate 

matters an American steam navvy was employed, which answered remarkably well, shifting about 

1,500 cubic yards in twenty four hours. A considerable number of small bridges is erected along the 

line, there being twenty two between Hesketh Bank and Preston, and in addition to these there are 
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two important structures, one over the Ribble and the other spanning the river Douglas. The 

former of these consists of five river spans of about 60 feet each, with a land span on either side, 

together with a viaduct containing twelve arches. The total length of the entire structure is 300 

yards; the height of the bridge above the river is 45 feet, and the bed of the river has been deepened 

about 12 feet for a width of 82 feet, for the purpose of affording free passage to vessels. The 

deepening of the river, which had to be undertaken by the order of the Ribble Conservancy 

Commissioners, necessitated the construction of a large coffer dam exposing an area of about 4,000 

superficial feet of timber. On two occasions this dam was washed away by the rush of water during 

the heavy floods which prevail in the early part of the year, and finally it was found necessary to 

form puddle banks, which answered so well as to enable the contractor to complete the piers.  

During the inspection of the line the girders of the bridge were put to a severe test by General 

Hutchinson, who had locomotives running over them, and the greatest deflection was ¼ inch. The 

Douglas Bridge is built on twenty four cylinder piles, each one sunk to a depth of 20 feet into the 

bed of the river, and filled in with concrete to a level above high water mark. The centre group of 

cylinders is arranged in circular form, and supports heavy girders fixed on a pivot and rollers, so as 

to form a swing bridge which, when open, will allow of vessels passing through. Wooden fenders, or 

dolphins, are placed round the cylinder piles to prevent injury to the bridge.  

In constructing the branch line from Penwortham Junction to the L&Y system, which, as already 

stated, is not yet completed, two somewhat serious difficulties were encountered. The chief of these 

was in carrying the line under the North Union Railway without interference with the traffic. The 

width of the requisite bridge is 172 feet, and the abutments, which are ten feet thick, are carried to a 

depth of 45 feet under the North Union Railway. The girders were fixed at three different periods 

without accident, or without delaying in the slightest the traffic on the railway above. The second 

engineering difficulty occurred at the bridge next to the East Lancashire Railway. At this point a bed 

of spongy peat was encountered, which it was necessary to excavate to a depth of about 20 feet and 

fill up with some 400 cubic yards of concrete, as a foundation upon which to erect the bridge. The 

company’s central stations, which are in course of erection at Southport and Preston, will, when 

finished, form handsome architectural features in both towns; they are Gothic in style, and have 

been erected from the design of Charles H Driver, of Westminster, London.  

The line, it may be added, is worked by the block system, the signalling arrangements having been 

carried out by McKenzie and Holland, of Worcester.  

The ironwork for the bridges was provided and fixed by the Stockton Forge, under the supervision 

of their resident manager, Mr Blackburn. Messrs Braddock and Mathews commenced their contract 

for the completion of the line in 1880, and the first section from the river Douglas to Longton was 

finished in June last. In order, however, that the line to Preston should be opened by the Guild 

Week, special efforts were put forth, and operations were carried on during the night time by 

means of the electric light. The object in view was effected, and Major-General Hutchinson, after 

inspecting the line, not only expressed the greatest satisfaction at the very substantial character of 

the line, but gave immediate permission for the traffic to commence working. The resident engineer 

during the progress of the work was P Thursby. MICE, representing Messrs Fox and Brunlees, and 

the scientific ability displayed in overcoming the various difficulties met which deserves every credit. 

(Engineer, 22 September 1882, p.221)  

Castleton North signal cabin was knocked down shortly before 8.00pm on Tuesday, 19th September 

1882 as a result of an accident between two goods trains. (Middleton Albion, 23 September 1882) 

The Bishop of Manchester, accompanied by Mrs. Fraser and a number of clergy and officials of the 

LYR, visited the railway works at Miles Platting today and addressed about a thousand of the work 

people from a platform which had been specially fitted up for the occasion. The walls and pillars 
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about the platform had been decorated with flags of the United Kingdom and the USA with the 

word “Welcome” displayed in several places. (Manchester Evening News, 25 September 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of platform roofing and goods offices at Clitheroe.

(Manchester Guardian, 25 September 1882) 

Tenders of J D Nowell, £4,000, to be accepted for extending the line at Wardleworth, and £2,500, for 

alterations to Alderbottom viaduct, Stubbins. 

R Neill & Sons have made a mistake in their tender for the warehouse and loading mound at North 

Mersey and wish to withdraw it. The work let to J B Walsh for £57,000. (L&YR Minutes 27 

September 1882) 

Major Marindin yesterday made the official Board of Trade inspection of the new Bury and 

Tottington Railway which has been constructed by the LYR. The line is about 3½ miles in length, and 

has occupied five years in completion. It runs from the East Lancashire station at Bury through 

Woolfold and Tottington to Holcombe Brook, branching off the main line near Chamber Hall. The 

line will probably be opened for traffic on Monday. (Manchester Evening News, 29 September 1882) 

Yesterday, Thursday, 28th September 1882, the Bury and Tottington Railway was officially inspected 

by Major F A Marindin of the Board of Trade and passed.  It is expected that the line will be opened 

for traffic on Monday next or at all events early next week. The Bill for its construction received 

Parliamentary assent in August 1877, and the contract let to J Melland Smith of London. Engineering 

difficulties and the expensive nature of the work have delayed the opening, which was expected to 

take place, as far as Tottington, by October 1879. The line runs from the East Lancashire Railway 

station, Bury, through Woolfold and Tottington to Holcombe Brook, a distance of about 3½ miles, 

branching off the main line near Chamber Hall. The river Irwell is spanned by a skew bridge of five 

arches. There are several moderately heavy cuttings, and the valley of the Kirklees Brook is spanned 

by five arches. At Tottington Mill there are twelve arches across the mill reservoir, each of 36 feet 

span. There will be four stations, one at Bury, and the others at Woolfold, Tottington, and 

Holcombe Brook. (Manchester Guardian, 29 September 1882) 

The work on the superstructure for the extension of the L&YR Victoria station is now commencing. 

This will consist of a roof over the extension about 650 feet long, with a mean width of about 250 

feet, supported on cast iron columns and arched girders with wrought iron plate ribs. 

The L&YR also have in hand a new warehouse in connection with the North Mersey goods station 

at Liverpool, which will consist of a large building supported on columns above the rails, with special 

provision for loading underneath, either from carts or wagons. (Engineer, 29 September 1882, 

p.244) 

October 
Tender of G & J Read, £4,955, recommended to be accepted for the extension of Clitheroe station, 

new platform roof, goods offices, etc. (L&YR Minutes 3 October 1882) 

The works of the extension that are now in progress will, when completed practically double the 

present accommodation at the Victoria station occupied by the LYR, and embodying also many 

improvements in the present station, will form a most convenient arrangement for the access of 

passengers to and from the city in every direction. 

The new arrangement will consist of a spacious centre platform, technically called an island platform, 

with a smaller island platform beyond, and again an outer or arrival platform adjoining a spacious cab 

landing, which will be approached from New Bridge Street. The large or middle platform will also 

have a cab approach from Strangeways or Great Ducie Street, of about 16 yards wide with a 
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footpath on either side, from which access to the several platforms will be obtained by inclined ways 

so that passengers who may have a return or contract ticket can approach directly from the street 

to the platform which their train departs and thus avoids passing through the booking office. These 

platforms will be further connected together and to the existing platforms by an inclined way from 

each to a spacious, well lighted, and well ventilated subway, 24 feet wide, the walls of which will be 

lined with white glazed bricks. The rails above will be supported by wrought iron trough girders, and 

the entire spaces between the latter will be filled in with glazed deck lights, thus rendering the 

subway practically as light as the platforms, above rail level. The subway will be divided down the 

middle by a railing, the one half being for the use of passengers, and the other half  for the 

convenience of passengers’ luggage, which latter will be hoisted by hydraulic lifts of the most 

approved design to  the various platforms, so that passengers arriving at the general booking office 

by the main approach, may at once deliver their luggage to the porters, who, by means of the hoists, 

will deliver it to the particular train whilst the passenger may be booking. 

For the convenience of the residents on the Cheetham Hill side of the station, a wrought iron lattice 

girder footbridge, 12 feet wide, will be constructed across the east end thereof, parallel with Ducie 

Street, but within the company’s boundary, with an entrance at each end of the same, the spacious 

steps there from communicating directly to each platform, thus giving to those passengers also, who 

may have a return or contract ticket, direct means of access from York Street or Ducie Bridge to 

any particular platform of departure, in order to still further increase the facilities of access to the 

station from various points, the existing timber footbridge across the river Irk, leading from Long 

Millgate will be removed and a new bridge will be erected upon the site thereof, forming an 

important approach road about 15 yards wide, with footpaths on either side, to the great 

convenience of carriages, foot passengers, and other traffic from Corporation Street which is a 

requirement that has for a long time been felt by the public. From the point at which this new road 

approach will join the present station, another new inclined roadway will be formed, running 

eastward into Ducie Street, which, being also continued round the angle of the present station 

buildings to join the present spacious approach of Hunts Bank, will give direct carriage access from 

the Cheetham Hill end of the station. It will thus be observed that the station when completed will 

have direct means of access and egress for both carriages and foot passengers from every point at 

which traffic can arrive from the city and the suburbs, consisting of carriage approaches from 

Victoria, Corporation, Great Ducie, New Bridge Streets, and Ducie Bridge, and with four 

approaches from all these points, with the additional advantages of direct communication with every 

platform by means of bridges, subways, and inclines as previously described. 

Turning again to the new platforms, we find the large centre or island platform will be about 233 

yards in length on each side against the rails, and of such broad capacity as to receive the important 

block of booking offices which will be here erected for the booking of passengers chiefly for the 

western division…This platform will be approached by the broad roadway with footpaths on either 

side from Great Ducie Street arriving up an easy incline to the cab landing, immediately in front of 

the booking offices. The next platform will also be an island platform about 243 yards in length on 

each side against the rails and will serve the arriving and departing trains for Bury, Bacup, 

Accrington, and the north, in addition to certain trains from the west. The outer platform next the 

large cab landing, approached from New Bridge Street, will be about 283 yards in length against the 

rails on one side only and will serve exclusively for arrivals from the west. Its great length will afford 

the public every facility for alighting with convenience and direct cab services at the platform for 

departures. The whole of the platforms will be constructed with timber flooring as affording the 

greatest comfort to passengers and a preventive to noise in the trucking of luggage and will each be 

furnished with new and commodious waiting rooms, refreshment rooms and every other 

convenience suitable to the requirements of a station of such magnitude. All these conveniences will 

be supplemented by the lettering of the various platforms in conspicuous positions in the inclines, 

subways, bridges, and approaches, and in such a manner as to render it next to impossible for any 

section of the public to get astray if they give due attention to the notices. 
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The whole of the new portion of the station will be entirely covered by ridge and furrow roofing, 

consisting of regular spans of 60 feet carried upon girders and columns running at right angles to the 

present station roofing. The principals will consist of arched ribs, the webs of which will be 

perforated to an artistic design. This roofing will consist mainly of glass in order that as much light as 

possible may be procured for the working of the station. It is intended that this roof shall extend 

over a large portion of the arrival and departure cab approaches thereby affording shelter to 

passengers in arriving and departing from the station. 

Turning to the present station we find considerable improvements and extensions are contemplated. 

The present bay sidings of the Oldham and Ashton platforms are to be extended westwards in the 

direction of Hunts Bank, about 30 yards, the present wooden buildings at this point being entirely 

removed to make way for the extension. It is also proposed to make a substantial addition to the 

present booking office building, and to largely extend the roofing over the cab approach thereto, 

thus affording much additional shelter and comfort to passengers. 

With regard to the working of the train traffic in the station we notice a very important feature to 

which we cannot refrain from calling attention consisting of the “scissors crossings” by which it is 

proposed to connect the various lines of rails about midway in the new portion of the station, by 

which a passenger train arriving, either from the east or west and having deposited its passengers, 

will be immediately shunted across to the opposite platform, and thus at once become a “departure 

train”. By this excellent arrangement it will be almost impossible for the station ever to become 

blocked in as much as the trains will have facility for leaving the station at either end thus avoiding a 

large expensive inconvenience and delay in “back shunting” which is always so detrimental to the 

convenient working of a large station if it be what is termed a “dead end” station similar to that now 

in use at the Oldham and Ashton platforms. In order to obtain the better access of trains to the east 

end of the station it is intended to utilise the site of the present Ducie Bridge station for the 

additional rails necessitated by the increasing requirements of the station so that the present 

platform accommodation at that point will be entirely removed, and the traffic belonging thereto will 

be transferred to one of the new platforms […]. 

This important work is being carried out under the direction of Mr. Meek, Mr. W. Hunt, engineers, 

and Mr. C. W. Green, architect. The foundations, subway, and platforms are now being rapidly 

pushed towards completion by Mr. Nowell, the contractor. (Manchester Evening News, 4 October 

1882) 

The LNWR invite tenders for the construction of roofing and works in connection therewith at 

Victoria station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 5 October 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a shoddy shed at Dewsbury. (Manchester Guardian, 7 

October 1882) 

The L&YR are taking steps to construct a line through Swinton and Atherton […]. The company are 

now engaged in surveying the districts and preparing plans of the proposed line with a view to an 

early application to Parliament. (Manchester Guardian, 10 October 1882) 

In concluding a report on an accident which occurred on August 1st between Chorley and Adlington 

Junction, on the L&YR, when the leading and driving wheels of the engine of an up passenger train 

from Fleetwood to Manchester ran off the rails at a spot nearly 2¼ miles from Chorley, where the 

line was being re-laid, Major Gen. Hutchinson says: - “The company’s servants with the train appear 

to have acted well in the emergency. It was fortunate that there was a continuous brake {Fay’s} in 

the guard’s hands, applying to five out of the seven vehicles comprising the train. Had the continuous 

brake applied also to the engine and tender wheels, and been under the control of the driver, the 

accident would have been altogether prevented.” (Engineer, 13 October 1882, p.275) 



1880-1889 

673 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed, workshops and 

laundry at Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 14 October 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a timber gantry at Oldham Road, Manchester; for a 

booking office at Orrell station. (Manchester Guardian, 21 October 1882) 

The L&Y and LNWR s invite tenders for making new bridges and altering street at Maudlands, 

Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 23 October 1882) 

Further widenings at Wardleworth, estimated cost £1,500, to be carried out by J D Nowell at his 

schedule of prices. (L&YR Minutes 25 October 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the masonry work required in the erection of a retaining wall and 

widening of a bridge at Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 27 October 1882) 

Tenders recommended to be accepted; J B Walsh, £1,735, for new gantry at Oldham Road, 

Manchester; A F Bentley, £1,763-7-10d, for widening of bridge and a retaining wall, etc., for 

extension of loop at Tottington Junction, Bury; R Neill & Sons, £1,362, for ironwork of footbridge at 

Victoria station; R Brownley, £5,274-5-0d, for additional alterations at Chorley station. (L&YR

Minutes 31 October 1882) 

November 
[…] the junction of the loop and the incline is about 75 yards outside Victoria station being worked 

from No.1 cabin. Between the cabin and the junction points there is a facing connection with the up 

main line (sic) close to the junction leading to the “stable” siding upon which there is a water crane 

for engines and another facing point connection nearer to the cabin leading to the five dock lines at 

the south side of the station. The lines are worked on the block system up to No.1 cabin but beyond 

the cabin station yard working is in force […] (Accident report, 1 November 1882) 

At about 12.30pm, yesterday, 1st. November the iron girders, for a distance of 50 or 60 yards, which 

are being fixed over the platform at Derby Road station, Southport, on the West Lancashire Railway

for the purpose of forming a glass roof without the least warning whatsoever suddenly gave way and 

fell on to the platform and permanent way. The ironwork which of course was of considerable 

weight carried with it a large portion of the masonry. No one was injured. (Manchester Evening 

News, 2 November 1882) 

During the past two years the L&YR have expended a considerable sum of money in Pendleton and 

the neighbourhood on new sidings, etc. The Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal from Agecroft to 

Clifton has been almost entirely reconstructed. The company has acquired further land near 

Windsor Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 2 November 1882) 

Powers are being sought for a new railway from the CLC,  near Southport, to Blackpool. It is 

proposed that the new line will cross the Ribble estuary by a high level swing bridge. (Engineer, 3 

November 1882, p.329) 

The L&YR Company intend to issue third class contract tickets between Middleton and Manchester 

from 1st January 1883. The carriages used on the Middleton branch are to be replaced by newer 

ones. (Middleton Albion, 4 November 1882) 

The L&YR announce the opening of the Bury and Tottington line for passengers and goods traffic on 

Monday, 6th November 1882. (Manchester Guardian, 4 November 1882) 

The LNWR invite tenders for buildings at Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 6 November 

1882) 
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Tender of H M Nowell, £530, to be accepted for diversion of water and gas pipes under the railway at 

Trinity Street, Bolton. New flags, in lieu of re-used, to be used for Bolton platform. 

Provided J D Nowell will reduce his tender to £2,273-10-0d the amount of Mr Warburton’s tender), 

the contract for waiting rooms at Victoria station and heating apparatus for them to be let to him. 

(L&YR Minutes 8 November 1882) 

Amended tender of H M Nowell, £2,368-13-6d, accepted for paving in grain quay and yard, North 

Docks, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 14 November 1882) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the station roof at Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 18 

November 1882) 

The L&YR Company are at present introducing a system of telephonic communication connecting 

the principal signal boxes between Mirfield and Low Moor, which, when completed, will afford an 

addition to their already serviceable arrangements in the shape of the elaborate block system, etc., 

for the working of the traffic along the Spen Valley. The instruments are being put in by Messrs D 

Mosley & Son, of Manchester. This, or similar, means of communication has been extensively 

adopted by the Company in the Yorkshire district, and has been found to answer the purposes for 

which it was intended admirably. Some time ago the ordinary telegraphic service, which had been in 

use on the Cleckheaton branch sometime, was removed, and the Company recently proposed to 

again bring it into operation, but after further consideration, they decided to introduce the improved 

means now adopted. (Engineering, 24 November 1882) 

J D Nowell is likely to be delayed in completing the work up to platform level at Victoria station in 

order to put in the foundations of the columns to be provided by R Neill & Sons. He has intimated 

he will make a claim. Mr Hunt to arrange with Mr Nowell to leave undone the portions of the work 

concerned. Messrs Neill & Sons to complete these, purchasing the materials provided by Mr Nowell. 

(L&YR Minutes 29 November 1882) 

December 
Mr Thomas Longridge Gooch, whose death is announced, was a coadjutor of George Stephenson, to 

whom he was apprenticed. He became Stephenson’s chief draughtsman in the construction of the 

Manchester and Liverpool Railway, and his principal assistant in the construction of the London and 

Birmingham Railway. Mr Gooch was the elder brother of Sir Daniel Gooch.  (Engineer, 1 December 

1882, p.407) 

The L&YR is about to extend the roofing at its Southport station, so as the about double the 

present covered-in accommodation. A large extension is also being carried out at the Preston goods 

yard, where it is intended to erect large new warehouses. At Bradford extensive sheddings and 

warehouses are also being put up, contracts for which will shortly be let, and the plans have now 

been got ready for the superstructure at Victoria station, Manchester. (Engineer, 1 December 1882, 

p.407) 

H M Nowell’s tender, £1,000, to be accepted for a retaining wall at Clammer Clough, between 

Halshaw Moor and Stoneclough, provided the engineer can make arrangements with Mr Dorning for 

the land. (L&YR Minutes 6 December 1882)  

On and after 1st January 1883 the L&YR will issue third class contract tickets. The rates for the first 

and second class contract tickets will be revised, and yearly tickets will be granted to stations where 

they have already not been in operation. (Manchester Courier, 7 December 1882) 

Report of a derailment in a snowdrift near Shawforth on Wednesday night, 6th December. A 

breakdown train drawn by engine no. 673 was despatched from Newton Heath to replace no. 236 

on the line. When both engines were returning to Rochdale from Whitworth yesterday afternoon, 
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7th December, as they approached Wardleworth station by a very sharp curve at Foxholes Bridge 

they ran into a shunting engine no. 140 which had just left a siding with a number of wagons on the 

single line and travelling towards Whitworth. (Manchester Courier, 8 December 1882) 

The L&YR commenced running its own engines and carriages to Sheffield Victoria station on Friday, 

1st December 1882 and the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway began direct 

communication with Huddersfield, Halifax and Bradford. (Engineer, 8 December 1882, p.431) 

An arrangement arrived at some time ago between the L&YR and the Manchester, Sheffield and 

Lincolnshire Railway for a service of trains running between Sheffield and Bradford, has come into 

force. The result of this arrangement is that a very expeditious route between Sheffield and 

Bradford, and other places on the L&YR, will be opened out. (Engineering, 8 December 1882) 

The L&YR Co. have instructed Henry Skelmerdine, of Liverpool, to carry out their intended hotel 

and station buildings at the new terminus, Tithebarn Street, Liverpool, which are estimated to cost 

upwards of £100,000. (The Builder, 9 December 1882) 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £3,233-10-4d, recommended to be accepted for metalling and drainage 

in North Mersey goods yard.  

East Bank Street Bridge, Southport, has been completed by Spilling at as cost of £1,718-18-3d. (L&YR

Minutes 13 December 1882) 

The L&YR announce that as from 1st January 1883 third class contract tickets for three, six and 

twelve months will be issued at rates of about twenty per cent less than those charged for second 

class. (Middleton Guardian, 16 December 1882) 

The problem of smoke nuisance has been broached by Mr Yates, chief of the L&YR locomotive 

department at Miles Platting. He has adopted a very simple and effective arrangement to the various 

firing boilers and furnaces in the works by simply introducing steam and air directly to the fire 

grates, and has secured a practical and perfect combustion without any complicated mechanism. 

(Engineer, 22 December 1882, p.475) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for roofing over the two outer platforms at the Central 

station, Blackpool, and for the re-construction of said platforms with brick walls and flags. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 December 1882) 
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1883 
January 

The L&YR are introducing third class contracts from this date experimentally. The LNWR will 

introduce third class contracts only to those places where other lines come into competition with 

them. (Manchester Guardian, 1 January 1883) 

Johnson’s compensator for signal wires. We give illustrations of an apparatus, invented by Mr 

Johnson, who formerly represented Messrs Saxby and Farmer in the north, and is now signal 

engineer to the L&YR, to maintain railway signal wires at a uniform length, notwithstanding variation 

of temperature […]. The Johnson compensator has been in use for more than twelve months at 

several stations of the L&YR, including Manchester Victoria station and Blackburn, Bolton, and 

Newton Heath junctions. (Engineering, 5 January 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the re-construction of a bridge over Darwen Street, Blackburn.

(Manchester Guardian, 6 January 1883) 

Tender of J Butler, £2,484-10-0d, recommended to be accepted for renewal of bridge over the river 

Irwell, near Ramsbottom; also that of H M Nowell, £643, for paving between sidings at Horwich 

station. (L&YR Minutes 9 January 1883) 

Last night an accident happened to the 8.34pm Oldham train whilst entering Victoria station. A train 

consisting of empty carriages and trucks had been shunted into No. 2 siding but was not clear of the 

lines. A pointsman not knowing this turned the Oldham train into No. 3 siding and the result was 

that it came into collision with the other train. The top and half of the guard’s van was completely 

smashed and the guard had a narrow escape. (Manchester Evening News, 12 January 1883) 

The L&YR is now giving out some tolerably large contracts for girder work […]. We may mention 

that this company has just introduced an important alteration on the conditions of its contracts for 

bridge work. Hitherto it has been the practise to give out the ironwork and masonry separately, but 

in future both will have to be taken by one contractor, and the result will be that engineers will 

either have to take the masonry as well as the ironwork, or carry out the work under a building 

contractor instead of dealing directly with the railway company. The L&YR is also going to insist 

rigidly upon penalties for the non-fulfilment of contracts according to specified time. (Engineer, 12 

January 1883, p.32) 

Considerable activity continues to be displayed by the L&YR in improving various sections of their 

line. During the past week quantities have been sent out for the roofing in of Central station, 

Blackpool, and the re-arrangement of the platforms which are to be laid down in solid flags in place 

of timber as at present. A new station is also to be built at Mill Hill, Blackburn, and the work here is 

of a somewhat extensive character comprising a roadway over-bridge, two platforms (sic), booking 

office on the high level with the usual offices on the platforms (sic) and a covered footway. 

(Manchester Courier, 12 January 1883) 

Recent L&YR improvements include the roofing and re-arrangement of platforms at Central station, 

Blackpool, with brick and flags in place of the present timber. Also a new station is to be built at Mill 

Hill, Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 12 January 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station and bridge at Mill Hill, Blackburn. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 January 1883) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the erection of coal stages and the construction of 

engine pits and turntable foundations at Talbot Road and Central stations, Blackpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 January 1883) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for general repairs of stations during the next eighteen months. (Manchester 

Guardian, 20 January 1883) 

Tender of Cooper & Tullis, £16,981-13-7d, recommended to be accepted for widening Darwen Street 

Bridge, Blackburn. (L&YR Minutes 23 January 1883) 

Short report on the new station approach to the new LNWR station in Manchester. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 January 1883) 

February 
The LNWR and the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway invite tenders for the erection of a 

passenger station at Stalybridge. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1883) 

Tender of Cooper & Tullis, £14,000, recommended to be accepted for ironwork and masonry for 

bridge, station buildings and platform at Mill Hill, Blackburn. (L&YR Minutes 6 February 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new warehouse at Hollinwood; for the masonry, 

brickwork and ironwork required in the construction of a viaduct, about 500 yards long, forming part 

of the Liverpool Loop Line; for the erection of additional waiting rooms and offices at Over Darwen.

(Manchester Guardian, 10 February 1883) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 21st February 1883. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 February 1883) 

On the 11th December last, near Bradford station, on the L&YR, the coupling between the engine 

and leading carriage of a train fitted with Fays brake parted, and after running for about 1,200 yards 

the carriages overtook the engine, and struck it with considerable force, throwing the leading 

carriage off the rails, and injuring four passengers and the driver and fireman. In his report on the 

subject Major Marindin says: - “this collision is one of a class which would not occur if automatic 

continuous brakes were generally adopted.” (Engineer, 16 February 1883, p.121) 

It is generally admitted that in years past sufficient regard was not paid by the L&YR to the 

development of its resources by providing station and other accommodation commensurate to the 

requirements of the traffic, and it was especially culpable as regards the passenger rolling stock, 

which was for a long time in very bad condition. Great improvements have taken place, and the 

conduct of the line in many ways holds its own with that of other companies. Formerly “L&YR

punctuality” was a stereotyped phrase, but a pleasant change has been effected, and in fairness to the 

management, whatever reasons there may be for assailing it on other grounds, it must be admitted 

that punctuality is now the rule and not the exception, and considering the peculiarities of the line 

and the numerous junctions and branches, the passenger train service is certainly not now open to 

the reproaches by which it was stigmatised some years ago. (Manchester Evening News, 20 February 

1883) 

Tender of Taylor & Co. £24,395, recommended to be accepted for goods warehouse and engine and 

boiler house at Hollinwood; also that of Moore Bros. £15-11-6d, for new passenger station, goods 

offices, loading mound, approach road, etc., at Over Darwen. 

Progress of the York Street Bridge unsatisfactory, as is that on the Victoria station roof. (L&YR

Minutes 20 February 1883) 

The L&YR are building a station in a suburb of Southport, upon the line leading thither from this city. 

The place is at Ash Street, nearly a mile from the terminus. It will be of considerable use to residents 

in that part of the town. Ticket platforms are being constructed with a view to the collection of 

tickets, which is now done at Blowick being ultimately transferred to the new station. During the 

last six months the Company have completed the improvements, or entire re-construction of 
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several stations on their Liverpool and Southport line, beginning with Birkdale, which has been 

entirely rebuilt and the platforms covered. Ainsdale, Freshfield, Formby, and Sandhills stations, 

among others have been greatly improved and platforms lengthened. (Manchester Guardian, 21 

February 1883) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 21st February 1883 before an 

unusually large gathering. Manchester Evening News, 21 February 1883; Manchester Guardian, 22 

February 1883) 

Description and illustration of Stroudley’s speed indicator. Indicators are fitted to some L&YR

engines. (Engineering, 23 February 1883) 

The increased traffic in the goods department at Hollinwood has induced the L&YR to build a new 

warehouse for the storage of grain, cotton, etc. The contract has been let to Mr. Edmund Taylor, of 

Littleborough. The cost will be about £20,000 and the building is to be completed in 12 months. 

(Manchester Courier, 24 February 1883) 

A new goods shed has just been completed at Bank Top, Burnley. It is a wooden structure, 240 feet 

long and 60 feet broad. (Manchester Courier, 24 February 1883) 

It has been proposed by a large number of passengers who have to travel frequently through Heaton 

Park tunnel that the L&YR be requested to adopt the luminous paint in their carriages, and that it is 

suggested that those who are interested in this matter, especially lady travellers, should make direct 

application to the L&YR. (Manchester Courier, 26 February 1883) 

March 
John Pearson, of Liverpool, of the well-known firm of Pearson and Knowles, the large colliery 

owners and ironmasters of Lancashire, has been appointed the new chairman of the Board of 

Directors of the L&YR. (Engineer, 2 March 1883, p.175) 

In a letter, dated 1st February 1883 from Mr Stafford of the L&YR to the Middleton and Tonge 

Improvement Commissioners it was stated that instructions had been issued for inquiries to be 

made as to what additional facilities were required for passengers to and from Middleton station. 

(Middleton Guardian, 3 March 1883) 

The L&YR have accepted the tender of Mr. Brownlee, of Chorley, amounting to £16,000 for the 

erection of a new station at Over Darwen. The level crossing is to be abolished and a subway 

constructed. The platforms are to be raised and lengthened, and covered with a roof on each side, and 

large new offices and waiting rooms are to be erected. (Manchester Courier, 6 March 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of goods sheds at Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 10 

March 1883) 

Shortly before 4.00am on Saturday, 3rd March 1883 the L&YR station at Broadfield was found to be 

on fire. The whole building consisting of booking office, ladies and general waiting rooms and the 

porters’ room, being of wood construction was completely destroyed. (Middleton Albion, 1 March 

1883) 

Tender of Monk & Newell, £67,667-0-4d, to be accepted for part of the Liverpool Loop Line. (L&YR

Minutes 14 March 1883) 

On Friday, 16th March 1883 tickets were collected at Middleton Junction station from passengers on 

the 5.10pm train from Manchester enabling passengers to walk straight off the platform at Middleton 

for probably the first time. It was considered a decided improvement in cases of a well filled train. 

(Middleton Albion, 17 March 1883) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the excavation and piercing of a bridge under the public road at Aintree. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 March 1883) 

Tender of T Wrigley Jnr £3,481-8-10d, recommended to be accepted for new station at Broadfield. 

(L&YR Minutes 20 March 1883) 

Tender of W Dransfield & Co. £23,313, to be accepted for new goods sheds at Bradford, provided 

they reduce their schedule of prices by 1¼%. (L&YR Minutes 28 March 1883) 

April 
Extra expenditure of £3,492 on the Wardleworth widening and extension, £1,500 of which represents 

extra excavation and a wall to permit three lines of way between the station and Taylor Street instead 

of two as originally planned. 

New carriage shed at Dewsbury was completed 1st September 1882. (L&YR Minutes 3 April 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a cloth shed and loading mound at Oldham Road, 

Manchester. The L&YR and the GNR invite tenders for the formation of a new goods yard, the 

construction of a new street and approach road to Halifax station. (Manchester Guardian, 7 April 

1883) 

Report of the Select Committee on the L&YR Bill for the railway through Salford. (Manchester 

Courier, 21 April 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new waiting rooms at Lower Darwen. (Manchester 

Guardian, 21 April 1883) 

Robert Williams, station master at Middleton for about eight years moves to Rawtenstall in a few 

days (Tuesday 1st May 1883). George Henry Lee, who will succeed him, comes from Bradley Fold 

station. Mr Lee is the son of John Lee who was guard for the Middleton train for the first six years 

after opening. (Middleton Guardian, 21 April 1883) 

[…] there is a line of rails on each side of the platform at Ducie Bridge station. To reach No.1 

platform there is a crossover with facing points about 180 yards from the buffer stops. The signal 

cabin is situated near the centre of the crossover. Some incoming trains stop before the crossover, the 

engine is detached and runs into one of the platform lines, the carriages then run, by gravity, into the 

other platform […] (Accident report, 23 April 1883) 

Tender of C Brierley, £2,882-15-0d, recommended to be accepted for cloth shed and cattle loading 

mound at Oldham Road, Manchester. (L&YR Minutes 23 April 1883) 

May 
The up loop line between Normanton and Wakefield was opened on 22nd April 1883. (L&YR Minutes 

1 May 1883) 

On Tuesday, 1st. May the large and handsome station of the L&YR at Fleetwood was used for the 

first time for boat traffic. It provides accommodation and conveniences which have long been 

desired for passengers to Belfast and the Isle of Man. The station and buildings connected with it 

have cost about £120,000. (Manchester Courier, 3 May 1883) 

The new station at Fleetwood belonging to the L&YR has been opened this week. The station and 

the buildings connected with it have been erected by E. Gabbutt, the contractor, from designs by C. 

W. Green, the architect of the company; the cost has been estimated at about £120,000. The 

covered portion of the station occupies an area of 570 feet by 82 feet. The roof contains 17 spans, 

and the girders, which are of iron, as well as the pillars, are painted of a light blue colour. Directly 
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opposite the main entrance and across the station is the entrance to the covered way which leads 

down to the Belfast and Isle of Man steamers. At the extremity of this passage, the doors open upon 

the stage alongside which the Isle of Man steamers lie at high water, while there is another passage 

by which the vessels can be approached at low water. There is a commodious waiting room here for 

the passengers by the boats. In connection with this station the workmen are engaged in erecting a 

warehouse, 350 feet long by 65 feet wide. (Manchester Evening News, 3 May 1883)  

The L&YR and Blackburn Corporation met on Thursday, 3rd May 1883 to consider plans for the new 

Blackburn station. (Manchester Guardian, 4 May 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the abutments required for the erection of a bridge over the river Went 

near Norton station. (Manchester Guardian, 12 May 1883) 

The L&YR have almost completed a new station at Bolton Street, Bury. The platforms have been 

raised and lengthened and now extend 250 yards. On the down island platform are new waiting 

rooms. The new station is carried over the line and faces Bolton Street being set back to allow 

carriages to put down passengers at the door of the booking office. The passengers descend to a 

covered approach to an over bridge, which leads to either platform without the necessity of crossing 

the lines as before. The approach and over bridge are roofed in and glazed, and the station and 

approaches are lighted with Bray’s lamps. The works have been carried out by Charles Brierley, 

builder, Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 12 May 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 17 May 1883) 

The L&Y and LNWR Companies are at present engaged in carrying out a series of extensions near 

and at Huddersfield. The work from Longwood to Springwood tunnel will be done by the London 

and North Western; the tunnels, Huddersfield station and on to and at Hill House jointly; from Hill 

House to Heaton Lodge by the London and North Western; and from Heaton Lodge to Thornhill 

Junction by the L&YR. (Engineering, 25 May 1883) 

On Tuesday the directors of the L&YR visited Burnley in order to inspect certain improvements 

made at Bank Top station, including the new goods shed, sidings, etc. Other improvements have also 

been sanctioned, and include the construction of an island platform and a re-arrangement of the 

lines at a cost of over £13,000. (Manchester Courier, 31 May 1883) 

June 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Broadfield. (Manchester Guardian, 2 June 

1883) 

A goods shed at Bury goods yard was destroyed by fire on Saturday, 9th June 1883. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 June 1883) 

Improvements which will cost £20,000 have been commenced at the great railway viaduct at 

Whalley, the alleged insecurity of which has been the theme of much comment. The alterations will 

consist of the re-arching of the top of the viaduct with bricks, and the asphalting of the surface. The 

work will take twelve months to complete. (The Builder, 16 June 1883) 

The L&YR are adopting the 30 foot rail (Engineer, 22 June 1883, p.479) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the tenancy of the refreshment rooms at Halifax. (Manchester Guardian, 

25 June 1883) 

Tender of T Wrigley Jnr £500-4-3d, recommended to be accepted for loading shed at New Hey. 

(L&YR Minutes 26 June 1883) 
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July 
Report of the Board of Trade inspector on an accident at Ducie Bridge station on Monday, 23rd

April 1883 when a passenger train ran into the buffer stops after the engine had been detached. In 

consequence of the shortness of the platforms it is necessary for about twenty of the thirty six 

trains arriving at Ducie Bridge to have the engines detached, and to run, by gravity, to the buffer 

stops, the speed under the control of the guard. Though the rules state that the train be stopped 

before detaching the engine, in practise, uncoupling is often made as the train is moving, the engine 

running forward to clear the points, the train then running into the platform. This method being 

used because of the difficulty in restarting the train once stationary. (Manchester Guardian, 2 July 

1883) 

On Saturday last, 31st. June, the outdoor inspectors with the Carriage and Waggon Dept. of the 

L&YR had their first annual picnic to Whalley; part of them left Victoria station at 12.40pm and 

arrived in Blackburn at 1.50pm where they were met by the other portions from Yorkshire, 

Liverpool and Southport. They left Blackburn at 2.00pm and arrived at Whalley at 2.25pm. After 

visiting the abbey, etc., they adjourned to the Swan Hotel where an excellent tea had been provided 

by the landlord, Mr. Whipp. Afterwards the chair was occupied by Mr. Darwell, inspector of the 

Salford Waggon shops and the health of the directors, Mr. Attock, their superintendent, and the 

shop foremen, were proposed; responded to by Mr. Davis, the outdoor assistant to the 

superintendent, and Mr. Hulse, the accountant. The rest of the evening was spent singing and 

reciting. (Manchester Courier, 3 July 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations and additions to the station buildings at Heywood.

(Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1883) 

The LNWR invite tenders for widening the railway and a second tunnel at Springwood, Huddersfield. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1883) 

The L&Y and GNR invite tenders for the extension and alterations at Halifax joint station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 10 July 1883) 

Tender of H M Nowell, £2,032, to be recommended to be accepted for new waiting rooms, platform 

roof, and booking offices at Heywood station. (L&YR Minutes 10 July 1883) 

An accident occurred at Bacup station at about 4.30pm on the 12th July 1883. As a well laden 

passenger train was entering the station the engine left the metals at a crossing and turned 

completely over on its side. The stoker escaped by jumping from the tender, but the driver was 

caught and seriously injured. The first carriage, which was fortunately empty, was telescoped. All the 

passengers received a shock, and some of them are under medical treatment. (Engineer, 20 July 

1883, p.49) 

Tenders recommended to be accepted; Cooper & Tullis, £3,760 11-6d, for new platforms and roofing 

at Preston East Lancashire station; J D Nowell, £7,457-13-0d, for works required in completion of 

Regent Road from Strand Road to Grove Street at Bootle; J Etheridge, £1,790, for taking down and 

rebuilding piers of bridge carrying railway over river Irwell at Nuttall, near Ramsbottom and renewal 

of adjoining footbridge. (L&YR Minutes 24 July 1883) 

August 
A large hole has been found under the fourth pier of Denby Dale viaduct and it will be necessary to 

underpin it. (L&YR Minutes 7 August 1883) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th August 1883. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 August 1883) 
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Few of our British railways have a series of works in hand so extensive as those that the L&YR have. 

During the past half year it spent not less than £810,000 on new works charged to capital. Out of 

that sum £326,000 were expended on lines that are open for traffic – over £270,000 of the latter 

amount being for enlargements of stations and other works. In adding to the working stock £74,000 

were spent, engines being the most costly of the additions. Of the new lines there were several 

important in progress, as may be judged when it is said that the sum expended was £399,000 in the 

half year. There is a widening of the line between Heaton Lodge and Mirfield, a loop line at 

Liverpool, a widening of the line into Bradford, extension works at the Victoria station at 

Manchester, a series of works at Fleetwood Docks, on which half a million has been expended, and 

other costly works. In the half year that has now been entered upon the expenditure will be heavy – 

it is estimated at about £950,000 – but after that, as the anticipated sum is £1,770,000, it may be 

expected that there will be a diminished rate of expenditure. The L&Y Company has awoke to its 

position and the necessity of spending money, though the first result is seen in the fall in its dividend, 

but as the works grow near accomplishment it gains a capacity of service that, with its enormous 

population, should make it much more productive. (Engineer, 17 August 1883, p.127) 

Manchester Corporation are to put down plant at Bradford Road for the manufacture of gas, 

thitherto the works have been used for storage only. (Manchester Guardian, 17 August 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 18 

August 1883) 

The 3rd. annual athletic festival under the auspices of the L&YR Football and Cricket Club was 

commenced on Saturday, 18th August at Newton Heath. There was a very large attendance of 

spectators numbering over 4,000 and there were 248 entries for the different contests. In the 120 

yards flat race, handicap, under 18s there were 76 entries and 14 heats. There followed 120 yards 

flat race, open; ¼ mile flat race, open; 100 yards sack race; boxing, men under 10 stone; 2 miles 

bicycle handicap, open. The festival was concluded yesterday, Monday, 20th/ August. There was again 

a large audience of spectators numbering over 5,000. The L&Y brass band and the St. Annes Drum 

and Fife band were in attendance. Events were 120 yards handicap, open to members of the club and 

employees of the Carriage and Wagon dept. only; 120 yards handicap, open to members of the club 

and any employee of the L&Y only; 400 yards amateur hurdle handicap, open; 1 mile amateur 

handicap, open; 3 mile amateur bicycle handicap, open; Cumberland and Westmorland wrestling, 

open; 880 yards amateur handicap, open; 1 mile amateur handicap. An event that caused a great deal 

of commotion was a donkey race, 880 yards, last in to win, for which there were four entries. The 

prize was won by Sergeant George’s “Bob”, Newton Heath. (Manchester Courier, 21 August 1883) 

Paper; Receiving and Storing Locomotive Coal for the GS&WR, with a description of a new form of 

wagon. By J A F Aspinall to the Civil Engineers of Ireland. (Engineer, 24 August 1883, p.148/50) 

In a report on the accident that occurred on the 12th ult., at the Manchester end of Bacup station, 

on the L&YR, when the engine and four leading carriages of the 3.22pm train from Manchester got 

off the rails, just after passing the junction signal box at the south west end of the station yard, Col. 

Rich says the track at the point of derailment was found to be ¼ inch tight to gauge. Safer if ¼ inch 

wide to gauge at that point and recommended better and stronger tie bars and a speed restriction 

of five or six miles per hour when passing the signal cabin, particularly as any failure of the Fay’s or 

other continuous brakes would probably lead to a collision with the buffer stops at the end of the 

platform. (Engineer, 24 August 1883, p.151) 

September 
The L&YR Company are about to erect a large block of buildings at the Victoria station, Manchester, 

and at the same time important alterations in their existing offices will be effected  so that the old 

and new buildings will form a complete block of offices that will meet the requirements of the 
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departments. In the present building this cannot be done, and the inconvenient necessity of renting 

offices away from the official centre has for some time existed. The new building will be in the 

Classic style, and will harmonize with the existing buildings. Designs have been prepared by Mr. 

William Dawes, of Manchester, who has been appointed by the directors’ architect to carry out the 

work. (The Builder, 1 September 1883) 

The L&Y and LNW railways invite tenders for the construction of a second tunnel and works in 

connection therewith; for the erection of a goods warehouse, both at Huddersfield. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 September 1883) 

Two children were killed on Thursday 30th August 1883 at the level crossing at Wrigley Head, 

Failsworth. It was reported that the L&YR had been authorised to build a subway to replace the 

crossing. The company were requested to provide better lighting and to move the signal cabin 

several yards further back. (Middleton Albion, 8 September 1883) 

On Saturday afternoon, 8th September at about 12.10pm a number of men, in the employ of Messrs. 

Eastwood and Swingler, of Derby, contractors for the iron work in the extension of Victoria station, 

were engaged in raising to its place in the roof of the extension an iron girder, 75 feet long, 3 feet 

deep and weighing several tons, when the hook of the hoisting tackle broke and the girder fell, in its 

fall knocking down and severely injuring two of the workmen. (Manchester Courier, 10 September 

1883)

Tender of E Taylor & Co. £19,433, to be accepted for goods warehouse at Preston. (L&YR Minutes 13 

September 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of goods offices, etc. at Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 

15 September 1883) 

On Saturday afternoon, 8th September a number of men in the employ of Messrs. Eastwood & 

Swingler, of Derby, the contractors for the ironwork in the extension of the L&YR Company's 

portion of the Victoria station, Manchester, were engaged in raising to its place in the roof of the 

extension an iron girder, 75 feet long, 3 feet deep, and weighing several tons, when the hook of the 

hoisting tackle broke, and the girder fell, in its fall knocking down and severely injuring two of the 

workmen, named John Keegan and James Halliday. As speedily as possible the men were removed to 

the Royal Infirmary, and Keegan, whose injuries were of a much more serious nature than those of 

Halliday, he having several ribs fractured and being badly crushed in other parts of his body, died a 

few minutes after admission.(The Builder, 16 September 1883) 

Tender of T Riley, £5, 279-18-3d, recommended to be accepted for offices at Blackburn goods yard. 

(L&YR Minutes 25 September 1883) 

Suggestion that the LNWR may use Exchange station, Liverpool, for Scotch and other traffic and the 

L&YR may run through carriages for Scotch traffic. A junction between the two lines is proposed at 

Farington. (L&YR Minutes 26 September 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for making a new goods depot at Sefton Street, Liverpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 September 1883) 

October 
Mr Riley’s tender, £12,887-19-11d, to be accepted for new goods depot at Sefton Street, Liverpool, 

provided he will complete the work within nine months. The Company cannot give him all the land 

before 1st January 1884. (L&YR Minutes 11 October 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension, strengthening and re-covering of the station roof at 

Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 13 October 1883) 
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The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the construction of a bridge over Chapel Street, 

Blackpool and a retaining wall between Chapel Street and Spen Dyke. (Manchester Guardian, 13 

October 1883) 

The new Broadfield station is being erected by Messrs T Wrigley of Middleton Junction, and will cost 

about £11,000. The buildings will consist of a general waiting room, 30 feet by 12 feet, a booking 

office, 15 feet by 12 feet, a ladies and gentlemen’s first class waiting room, both 17 feet by 12 feet, a 

porters room, 18 feet by 12 feet and a lamp room, 15 feet by 12 feet, with similar buildings on the 

other platform, all in buff brick with red stretching courses. The platform nearest town will have a 

glass roof but the other will not, and a fine covered bridge will connect the platforms. The L&YR will 

make a good entrance to the station and are also building a goods warehouse, 150 feet by 50 feet. 

(Middleton Albion, 13 October 1883) 

Plan and description of the arrangement of the signals at Talbot Road station Blackpool. (Engineer, 

19 October 1883, p.299) 

The majority of the playing members of the Newton Heath football club, some thirty in number, are 

workmen employed at the L&YR Carriage and Waggon Works, Newton Heath, where they have a 

capital ground, with this additional feature to recommend it, that it is well boarded in, and 

consequently the rowdy element in the district, should there be any, is kept where it ought to be 

kept, at a respectful distance. Engagements have been entered into with a fair proportion of first 

class clubs, and a “great fight”, which is expected will place all Newton Heath in a ferment of 

excitement, takes place next Saturday, 27th. October, on the home ground, between the locals and 

the famed Blackburn Olympic, which will decide which of the two clubs will go into the second 

round of the County Cup tie. The betting – no, betting is never, or hardly ever, heard of where 

football is concerned – the probability is that the Olympians will have quite a joyful time of it, and 

win “hands down”, but they may possibly have to go home defeated. If they do, one little spot in the 

county may be named where excitement will be the order of the day, and mayhap of the night too. 

(Manchester Courier, 22 October 1883) 

[…] the signals on the incline are worked from (Victoria station) No.1 cabin and are placed at the 

fouling point of the junction of the loop lines. There are three home signals on the north side of the 

line, one for trains passing through the station, and the other two to platform lines at the east end (of 

the station); and on the south of the line nearly opposite to the other home signals there is a low home 

signal intended to control engines arriving from the incline when they are detached from their trains 

before running forward, the main line signals are then lowered to allow the carriages into the station. 

The line is intended to be worked on the absolute block system. There is telephonic communication 

between No.1 and No.2 cabins; No.1 has a telegraph boy, No.2 has not […] (Accident report, 22 

October 1883 

Tender of J & W Beanland, £14,577, recommended to be accepted for extension of Southport 

passenger station roof; also that of J D Nowell, £500, for renewal of retaining wall at the north end of 

West Vale station. (L&YR Minutes 23 October 1883) 

Early yesterday, Thursday, 25th October 1883, a body of seventy enginemen employed at the L&YR

Newton Heath engine shed struck work on an intimation being given that the hours of labour were 

to be extended without extra pay. The men placed sentries at the gates and succeeded in getting the 

whole of the cleaners, to the number of nearly 200, to turn out. A deputation waited upon the 

superintendent in the afternoon at Victoria station. The men were told that no compromise could 

be effected, and that those who had turned out must consider themselves as discharged. The 

Company is endeavouring to engage men to fill the places of those on strike. (Manchester Guardian, 

26 October 1883) 
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Yesterday morning, Thursday, 25th October, about three o’clock, considerable dissatisfaction arose 

between the engine cleaners employed at the L&YR engine shed, Dean Lane, Newton Heath, and 

the master, in consequence of an attempt on the part of the foreman to increase the amount of 

work per diem. For this increase of labour no corresponding increase in the wages of the men was 

promised, and it was generally thought by the men that the imposition of extra work was more an 

act of punishment than of anything else. They therefore struck work, 70 of them coming out of the 

works in a body. Companies were organised to watch the gates at the time appointed for the other 

relays of men to start work and in this manner the whole of the staff of engine cleaners turned out 

to the number of nearly 100 men. A deputation was formed consisting of six men, to wait on the 

masters with a view of getting back the old terms or an increase in the wages. Part of the grievance 

consists of an abridgement of the cleaning material, which the men declare to be insufficient to meet 

the requirements of the work. A mass meeting of the cleaners was held last night when the 

deputation appointed to wait upon the master reported that practically they refused to listen to 

their grievances. It was moved not to commence work until some satisfactory arrangement was 

come to. (Manchester Courier, 26 October 1883)  

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed, coal stage, etc., at Mirfield; for widening 

the public road bridge, building a retaining wall, constructing a footbridge, forming a footpath, 

excavation and drainage on the Company’s land near Royton Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

October 1883) 

On Saturday afternoon, 27th October 1883 a meeting of the engine cleaners, drivers, and stokers, to 

the number of about 300, was held to further consider the prospects of a settlement of the pending 

dispute at Newton Heath. Mr Cordwell presided, and stated that the disaffection had been growing 

for three years. The men wanted their hours reduced and the work to be made lighter. Several 

speakers contended that the men were inadequately paid in comparison with those of other 

companies. After two hours’ deliberation it was unanimously resolved to remain out, and to request 

the drivers to refuse to take any engine cleaned by novices or unskilled men during the strike. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 October 1883) 

On Saturday afternoon, 27th October, a meeting of the engine cleaners, drivers and stokers to the 

number of about 300 at Newton Heath was held to further consider the prospects of a settlement 

to the dispute. Mr. Cordwell presided and stated that the dissatisfaction had been growing for three 

years and that now they were required to work 72 hours one week and 84 hours the next for a 

fortnight’s pay of 32s 2d. They were also expected to clean their engines with 2 lbs of waste, an 

impossible task, which if not done caused them to be sent away for the day with a reduction of pay. 

If they were sent out firing some two or three hours after they had started work in a morning they 

were obliged to forfeit those two or three hours to the company, and work the ordinary day 

afterwards. These were their grievances and they wanted their hours reducing and the work made 

lighter. On no other company that he knew were men so treated. Mr. Leech said he was one of the 

deputation which waited on the masters and he was told that they would get no compromise 

neither would they get their fortnights pay, and the company said they would prosecute the men 

when their solicitor came from London. The men had a just grievance. On the North Western 

Company they worked nine hours a day and got 1½ hours for every hour overtime. On the Midland

they started the men at 16s and they worked ten hours while on the L&YR they worked an average 

13 hours a day for 16s 1d per week. After two hours’ deliberation it was unanimously resolved to 

stick out and to request the drivers to refuse to take any engine cleaned by novices and unskilled 

men during the strike. The drivers have also resolved to raise a fund to enable any of those 

discharged to emigrate if they desire to do so. (Manchester Courier, 29 October 1883) 

November 
Yesterday, Wednesday, 31st. October, a deputation from the engine cleaners at Newton Heath 

waited upon Mr. Wright, the locomotive superintendent, to see if any terms could be arranged. 
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They presented a petition from the cleaners, and stated their grievances, by the increase of work, 

the reduction of the quantity of cleaning material, and the time not paid for when they go out firing. 

They formerly had an engine to clean, which constituted a day’s work, and had lads to clean the 

tenders. The tender has now been put on to them, and they get only half the pay that the lads 

formerly got. In regard to the waste, they used to have 3 lbs of waste for all classes of engines, and 

1½ lbs of tallow. Now for some engines they receive 2½ lbs, and others only 2 lbs and 2 oz. of 

tallow. The grievance in reference to the time was that, supposing they went on duty at six o’clock 

in the morning and after working one or two hours were sent out firing their time was only 

reckoned from the time they commenced firing. The time they were in the shed was forfeited to the 

company. Mr. Wright said he would come to no terms. They had discharged themselves by being 

absent from work without leave, and therefore the case needed no arguing. They must present 

themselves for the payment of wages due to them at the commencement of the strike tomorrow. 

New men had been appointed in their places. The deputation then withdrew. (Manchester Courier, 

1 November 1883) 

A meeting of the whole of the cleaners was afterwards held at Newton Heath where the deputation 

reported the result and it was unanimously resolved to continue the strike. 

The strike of cleaners at Newton Heath has virtually terminated. At three o’clock yesterday 

afternoon, 1st. November, the men went to the office to receive their pay and were paid their wages 

in full. They were then formally discharged. The vacant places were filled by other men from 

adjoining towns. Great excitement has been rife in the district on this account. Last evening the new 

men were met at the gates as they were leaving work by large crowds of factory hands, who hooted 

them down Oldham Road and pelted them with missiles, and covered them with sawdust. 

At the meeting of the men yesterday a delegate from the L&YR sheds at Liverpool was present, and 

intimated that the men at Liverpool were intending to come out today, Friday, at one o’clock if they 

could not get any redress of their grievances. The company, it was stated by the men, has made the 

grievances general throughout the system. It was also stated that if Liverpool turns out Mirfield will 

at once follow them. Communications have passed between the two towns, and it is apprehended 

that unless the company concedes the demand a strike will begin in the two places at midday. 

Policemen are guarding the gates of the shed at Newton Heath. (Manchester Courier, 2 November 

1883) 

The strike at Newton Heath has virtually terminated. On Thursday afternoon, 1st November 1883 

the men went to the office to receive their pay, and were paid their wages in full. They were then 

formally discharged. The vacant places have been filled by other men from adjoining towns. 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 November 1883) 

Yesterday, Sunday, 4th November, a meeting of the engine drivers and firemen employed at the 

various sheds on the L&YR was held in the Public Hall, Newton Heath to consider what steps to 

adopt in reference to the strike of cleaners. The cleaners were present and one of them stated their 

grievances in detail. A driver said that the men had gone the wrong way to get their grievances 

redressed, and they deserved all they got in consequence. When they found they could not do the 

work they should have given a proper honest notice and not come out at a minutes warning as they 

had done. The cleaners wanted the Amalgamated Society of Enginemen to take the matter up but 

that society would not do anything at all with it. A proposition that the drivers should refuse to take 

out any of the new men in place of the strikers was rejected and after a long discussion it was 

resolved that a deputation of drivers and firemen should wait upon Mr. Wright and see if they could 

prevail upon him to allow the men to be re-instated in their places. 

A special meeting of railway men was held at the Falstaff Hotel yesterday morning with a view to 

consider the best measures to recommend in regard to the strike. Delegates from eleven L&YR

sheds were present and discussed the general grievances of drivers and firemen throughout the line 
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– firemen were frequently deprived of their due advances which were promised to them. Heavy 

infliction of fines which had latterly become so general and upon which it was impossible for the men 

to appeal was a matter which would have to be altered. A delegate was empowered to prepare a list 

of the grievances under which the men suffered to be put to the L&YR. (Manchester Courier, 5 

November 1883) 

The deputation of engine drivers appointed at the meeting on Sunday, 4th. November to wait on the 

manager of the L&YR to endeavour to effect a settlement of the dispute interviewed Mr. Wright at 

his office yesterday, Monday, 5th. November and laid the case of the cleaners before him. Mr. 

Wright, in reply, said he could do nothing in the matter, that the whole of the hands on strike must 

consider themselves discharged and that they would on no account be taken back into the 

employment of the company. The cleaners now intend making an appeal to the engine drivers and 

stokers to take the matter up. (Manchester Courier, 6 November 1883) 

Tenders recommended for acceptance; B Graham, £17,015-11-6d, for engine shed, pits, coal stage, 

turntable foundations, workmen’s cottages, boundary walls, etc. at Mirfield; S Woodiwiss, £2,965-3-

6d, for widening public road bridge, retaining wall, footbridge, forming footpath, excavations, and 

drainage near Royton Junction. (L&YR Minutes 6 November 1883) 

The strike is now practically at an end. As a last resource the cleaners made a proposal to the 

drivers that they should refuse to take out any of the new men. This, however, the drivers say they 

cannot do. In consequence of this decision the cleaners at the other sheds of the company will not 

come out on strike and the places made vacant by the strike at Newton Heath are all filled up. The 

superintendent has expressed his determination not to let any of the old men resume work at all. In 

consequence of the unfavourable turn things have taken, a scheme has been started and 

subscriptions are being collected to enable as many of the men as are willing to emigrate. Over £50 

has already been collected. (Manchester Courier, 7 November 1883) 

On Thursday, 1st November 1883 Messrs J B Seath & Co. of Rutherglen, Glasgow, launched an iron 

twin screw tug steamer named Brock, and built to the orders of the lessees of the Preston and Wyre 

Railway , Fleetwood, under the superintendence of W G Ramsden, consulting engineer, Liverpool. 

She measures 95 feet by 19 feet by 10 feet and is supplied by Messrs Rankin & Blackmoor, 

Greenock, with a set of their patent two cylinder compound engines of a total of 300 indicated 

horse power. (Engineering, 9 November 1883) 

The L&YR and Lancashire Union Railway invite tenders for enclosing a waiting shed at Heapey. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 November 1883) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the goods warehouse at Mill Hill, Blackburn; for a 

retaining wall at Rishworth; for widening Saxon Street Bridge, Ardwick, Manchester. (Manchester 

Guardian, 24 November 1883) 

The new L&Y goods station at Blackburn was opened yesterday, Wednesday, 28th. November, and 

the LNWR will enter into possession of their new depot on Monday, 3rd. December. The two 

companies have hitherto occupied the depot adjoining the passenger station, and the removal of the 

shunting to a distance of half a mile from it will afford a considerable relief in the passenger traffic 

besides clearing the way for it. (Manchester Courier, 29 November 1883) 

December 
Tenders recommended for acceptance; J B Walsh, £1,948-18-3d, for extending retaining wall at 

Rishworth; J Orrell, £2,100, for extension of goods warehouse at Mill Hill; R Neill & Sons, £2,694, 

for widening Saxon Street bridge on the Ardwick branch. 
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Rails to be lowered through Wilpshire tunnel by the company’s men. (L&YR Minutes 4 December 

1883) 

Tenders submitted for extension of the paint shops at Newton Heath. Question deferred. (L&YR

Minutes 6 December 1883) 

High Court Queen’s Bench Division. Westinghouse vs. L&YR, infringement of patent for automatic 

vacuum brake. (Engineer, 7 December 1883, p.436/8) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a subway at Smithy Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 

13 December 1883) 

During the gale on Tuesday, 11th December 1883 about fifty yards of platform at Bailiff Bridge station 

was blown on to the line and an engine, in consequence, ran off the line. (Engineer, 14 December 

1883, p.465) 

Report of the Westinghouse vs. L&YR legal action. (Engineer, 14 December 1883, p.469/471 & 21-

12-1883, p.480/1) 
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1884 
January 

The L&YR invite tenders for the whole of the works, including station buildings, required in the 

widening and altering of levels, etc., on a portion of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway, 

and the construction of a connecting line and branch near Bootle, about four miles ten chains. 

(Manchester Guardian, 12 January 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Stalybridge; for a loading shed at 

Mirfield. (Manchester Guardian, 26 January 1884) 

February 
Tender of T & W Meadows, £6,600, recommended to be accepted for goods warehouse at 

Stalybridge; also that of B Graham, £3,286, for loading shed and mound at Mirfield. (L&YR Minutes 5 

February 1884) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR. The engineer reported that the widened portion of the line 

between Heaton Lodge and Mirfield has been examined and approved of by the Board of Trade, and 

will be opened for traffic immediately. The remainder of the widening to the junction with the LNW  

Company’s Leeds and Dewsbury line is nearly ready for inspection. The construction of the portion 

of the loop line at Liverpool contracted for, is well advanced, it is expected the work will be 

completed by the summer of this year. The drawings for the remainder of this loop line and for the 

Exchange station, Liverpool, are nearly completed, and the contract will be let in a month or two, 

the necessary land having been purchased.  

Tenders are now being obtained for the widening and alterations of levels of the Liverpool, Crosby 

and Southport line between Bank Hall and Seaforth; also for the construction of the branch railway 

to the Bankfield goods station; and for the connecting line between the company’s Liverpool and 

Southport and Aintree and Bootle railways. The widening of the line into Bradford is nearly 

completed, and the construction of the new goods station in that town is likely to be finished by the 

spring of this year. The works for the extension of the station accommodation at Halifax are in 

progress.  

The extension of Victoria station, Manchester, will, as stated in the last report, be so far completed 

as to be available for traffic in the coming spring. A large portion of the re-arrangement and 

additional accommodation for the goods traffic at Blackburn station has been opened for traffic, and 

the construction of the new passenger station will be commenced as early as possible. Preparations 

are being made for letting contracts for the new stations and increased goods accommodation at 

Mumps, Rochdale, Bolton, Burnley, Sowerby Bridge, Elland, Brighouse, Hebden Bridge, and other 

places. The surveys for the new railway between Pendleton and Hindley are in hand […]. 

It is with pain that the directors have to refer to the fact that the late treasurer of the Company has 

recently been discovered to have been guilty of fraud. The investigation of the matter has been 

placed in the hands of Messrs Halliday, Pearson & Co. chartered accountants, of Manchester, who 

have not yet completed the inquiry. There is, however, reason to believe that the total amount of 

the defalcations will not be found to be very great, and, so far as regards those within the past half 

year, they are amply covered by his guarantee. (Manchester Guardian, 7 February 1884) 

The L&YR chairman states that his company has now arranged to experiment with the electric light, 

and expresses the hope that before long means will be found of improving the lighting of railway 

carriages. (Engineer, 8 February 1884, p.119) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a shed for cloth traffic at Blackburn; for a timber 

footbridge and raising of platforms at Preston Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 9 February 1884) 
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The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 13th February 1883. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 February 1884)  

The L&YR has in progress work of considerable interest. For many years that company was 

stationary, it did little in the way of extension and less in the way of improvement of its lines or its 

stations and it became extremely unpopular in its own district. It has awakened to its position, and 

has, for a few months, or for the last two or three years, been engaged on plans of extension and 

improvement. In the past six months it has expended on capital account £737,329, half of which was 

on lines and works that are in course of construction. In the half year that is now current it is 

estimated that the capital expenditure will be still higher, £832,958, being the official estimate; but 

less of this in proportion is on new works. Out of the total, £490,407 is for increased station 

accommodation and land, and a further and smaller sum -- £30,793 – is for working stock, the 

balance being for works in course of construction and for land. It is evident that the old policy of the 

L&YR has been reversed, and that it is intended to meet in very large degree the requirements of a 

district that is, perhaps, the most populous in the kingdom if the metropolis is excepted. Necessarily, 

the expenditure will have its effect on the capital of the company and on the return that the 

shareholders will receive, but it must be assumed that the policy of providing for the works of the 

neighbourhood served, and for the meeting of the competition that is now so keen, will, in the end, 

be the most beneficial to the company. And as some of the works on which large sums of money 

have been spent are now nearing completion, it must be expected that the company will, in a short 

time, benefit by the fresh streams and traffic that should be tapped. (Engineer, 15 February 1884, 

p.129) 

Mr William Foster, of Queensbury, Bradford, died on Friday last at his country seat, Hornby Castle, 

near Lancaster. He was a large landowner and was promoter of Queensbury Mills, Bradford, 

employing some 3,000 people. He was, for some years a director of the L&YR. (Engineer, 15 

February 1884, p.129) 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £297,000, to be accepted for widening and altering levels of a part of 

the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport line, a connecting line at Seaforth and a branch near Liverpool. 

(L&YR Minutes 19 February 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a gantry at Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 23 February 

1884) 

March 
The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of a bridge and the extension of platforms and 

platform roofing at Brighouse; for the paving required in the goods yard at Preston. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 March 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the works in connection with the diversion of Albion Street and the 

formation and construction of new cattle pens near Windsor Bridge, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 3 

March 1884) 

Satisfactory progress is being made with the extension of Victoria station, Manchester, for the L&YR. 

We have already published some general details of the work, but a few additional particulars 

obtained by an inspection of the new portion of the station may be interesting. The extension 

consists of six lines of rails and three platforms, each about 200 yards long. The platforms are all 

connected with the present departure platform to the west by a subway, twenty four feet wide, 

divided by a cast iron railing, so that half can be used by passengers and the other half for conveying 

luggage from one platform to another. In connection with the subway there will be four hydraulic 

hoists for the purpose of lifting the luggage from the subway to the platforms and vice versa. When 

the extensions and alterations are complete the Ducie Bridge station will be closed, and the new 

platforms will have approaches from Strangeways and New Bridge Street. The approach from 
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Strangeways is to be by an incline, part of which runs under a portion of the railway line, and at that 

point the rails and the ground they rest on are supported on cast iron columns and wrought iron 

trough girders with spaces filled in with “deck lights” of glazed glass. There is room in the approach 

and at the top of it for some twenty or thirty cabs, and on the left hand side there is space for a 

cabmen’s shelter. Opposite the place set aside for the shelter there will be a booking office for 

excursionists and at the top of the approach is also to be built the main booking office, with a room 

above for the stationmaster (Mr Sedgwick).  

The approach from New Bridge Street is walled with brick and walls, which are surmounted by a 

massive stone cornice, are relieved with panels and arches. On this approach there is standing room 

for at least twenty cabs. Ample provision has been made for the extinction of any fire that may 

break out within the station. A clock with four dials, each seven feet six inches in diameter, will be 

placed in such a position that it may be seen from any part of the station. On each of the new 

platforms there will be an abundance of refreshment room, waiting room and lavatory 

accommodation. At present a very large number of trains arrive at and depart from Victoria station. 

In this respect, indeed, we believe it is one of the busiest, if not the most busy station outside 

London. Hitherto, the railway officials have been greatly hampered in their efforts to meet the 

requirements of the travelling public by the limited rail and platform accommodation. It is, therefore, 

gratifying to learn that ere many months have elapsed the extensions will be completed. The new 

central platform will, we believe, be opened for Cheetham Hill traffic on the 31st March 1883, and a 

few weeks later the other extensions will also be ready for use. The extensions, it should be added, 

are being carried out in accordance with the designs prepared by W Hunt, chief engineer to the 

L&YR, assisted by R Pauley, resident engineer; R B Priestley is acting a clerk of works. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 March 1884) 

Long report on the new Victoria station extension together with the LNWR extension. (Manchester 

Courier, 10 March 1884) 

Tender of E Knight & Co. £5,201-15-6d, to be accepted for widening bridge and station alterations at 

Brighouse; also that of H Banks, £1,658, for paving, draining, and other works at Daisy Field station. 

Naylor Bros. have offered to take down the old Denby Dale viaduct and load the timber and iron into 

wagons for £950. (L&YR Minutes 11 March 1884) 

Mr Greenup having made a mistake of £100 in his tender for a retaining wall at Monsall Lane sidings, 

Miles Platting the work to be let to T Wrigley Jnr for £513-13-4d 

Knight & Co. having made a mistake of £492 in their tender for widening of bridge, etc. at Brighouse, 

the work to be offered to them if they will accept £5,327-8-2d, the amount of J B Walsh’s tender.

(L&YR Minutes 12 March 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of stables and the erection of a new boundary wall at 

Preston; for the making of a new approach road from Long Millgate to Victoria station, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 March 1884) 

The L&Y and LNWR s invite tenders for the construction of a goods warehouse at Maudlands, 

Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 15 March 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the Head Office buildings, Hunts Bank, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 March 1884) 

Tender of Naylor Bros. £7,093-8-6d, recommended to be accepted for approach road from Long 

Millgate to Victoria station. 

Knight & Co. have withdrawn their amended tender for work at Brighouse. 
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Naylor Bros to take down Denby Dale viaduct for £900, the company to put in connections and 

supply engines and wagons. (L&YR Minutes 25 March 1884) 

A notice has been issued by W. Thorley, chief traffic manager of the L&YR, stating that after 

Saturday next, 29th. March, the temporary station hitherto used at Ducie Bridge will be closed. On 

Sunday the trains will arrive at and depart from the bay sidings at the east end of Victoria station for 

that day only. The service of trains at present running to and from the Ducie Bridge station will 

arrive at and depart from No. 7 platform in the new portion of the station on which the new 

booking office has been placed. (Manchester Courier, 25 March 1884) 

The L&YR announce the closing of Ducie Bridge temporary station and the opening of a portion of 

the Victoria station extension. The public are respectfully informed that after Saturday, 29th March 

1884 the temporary station hitherto used at Ducie Bridge will be closed. On Sunday, 30th March the 

trains for that day only will arrive and depart from the bay sidings at the east end of Victoria station. 

On and After Monday, 31st Match 1884 the services of trains hitherto running to and from the 

station at Ducie Bridge will arrive and depart from No 7 platform in the new portion of the station, 

on which the new booking office is placed; the route to which is by a subway from the Blackpool 

departure platform in the old portion of the station, or by the new carriage approach from 

Strangeways. (Manchester Guardian & Middleton Albion, 29 March 1884) 

April 
The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the construction of a bridge under the railway at 

Spen Dyke, Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian, 2 April 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an iron footbridge over the railway at Green Lane 

crossing, Heywood. (Manchester Guardian, 3 April 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a roadway under Fishergate, Preston. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 April 1884) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £27,242, recommended to be accepted for extension of Head Office 

accommodation at Hunts Bank, Manchester. (L&YR Minutes 8 April 1884) 

A signal cabin is being erected by the Railway Signal Co. between Kirkham and Wrea Green. 

(Manchester Courier, 10 April 1884) 

The MR announces tenders for the construction of fence walls and approach road to the new station at 

Colne. (Manchester Guardian, 12 April 1884) 

Tender of C Brierley, £4,660-1-3d, recommended to be accepted for extension of goods warehouse at 

Brighouse, also his tender, £4,467-9-11d, for extension of goods warehouse at Hebden Bridge. (L&YR

Minutes 22 April 1884) 

The L&YR announce the opening of the whole of the new portion of Victoria station on Thursday, 1st 

May 1884. (Manchester Guardian, 30 April 1884) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at Lower Moor, Oldham. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 May 1884) 

The new portion of Victoria station, belonging to the L&YR, which has been three or four years in 

course of construction, was yesterday fully, Thursday, 1st May 1884, brought into use. The 

convenience to traffic, as a result of this extension, will be very great, as it will prevent the 

overcrowding which has for a long time been a conspicuous feature of the Victoria station, especially 

during the tourist season. A little attention to the sketch plan which has been published by the 
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company will enable anyone having occasion to travel by the L&YR system, to discover the place of 

departure for any of the trains. The arrangement by which certain parts of the traffic are assigned to 

definite platform is, we believe, to be a permanent one. The station will be more convenient than 

might at first sight be supposed as all parts are connected by a spacious subway, and passengers, 

whether for the eastern or western divisions, will find at every turn directions to the different 

departure platforms. 

The great feature of yesterday was the opening of direct communication with York, via Normanton 

and the NER system. There are to be five trains each way daily between Manchester and York, two 

of which will perform the journey, 78 miles, in about two hours, and yesterday morning the 

Company’s traffic superintendent, Mr Maddock, had the satisfaction of receiving a telegram informing 

him that the first train, despatched at 7.15am, entered York station four minutes before the specified 

time. This is a fact that augurs well for the popularity of the new route. 

It will be a convenience to passengers to know that they can book for any place at any hour of the 

day, at any one of the booking offices, whether on the old or new portion of Victoria station. The 

main platform upon the new portion of the station, entered from Great Ducie Street, is known as 

“No 6”, and from this all the trains for Rochdale, Halifax, Bradford, Leeds and the NE system will 

henceforward be despatched. It is provided, like “No 7”, which is reserved for the Bacup and Colne 

and the Bury and Radcliffe traffic, with separate booking offices and refreshment rooms, the latter 

under the management of A E Wood, and there are parcel and left luggage offices, in addition, upon 

the general arrival platform, “No 8”, from which there is a cab drive leading to New Bridge Street. 

The arrangement made by the L&YR and the NE Railway, by which running powers are acquired 

over the latter Company’s system, is likely to result in great advantage to Lancashire people, who 

will have readier access than hitherto to the great watering places upon the east coast. In the tourist 

season it is intended that there shall be through trains from Manchester to Scarborough, performing 

the journey between the two places in about three and a quarter hours. 

The L&YR are to be congratulated upon their enterprise in various directions. They have 

commenced an improvement long desired, in the construction of a carriage and foot way across 

Long Millgate and the river Irk from Corporation Street to Hunts Bank. That this will be a great 

public convenience need hardly be stated. It will replace the present narrow and inconvenient 

footbridge which spans the river Irk at that point. Then, apart from improvements actually 

completed or in progress in this city, the Company are engaged upon the reconstruction of their 

stations at Liverpool, Rochdale, Oldham (Mumps), Halifax, Bradford, Blackpool, Blackburn and 

Burnley, in order to meet the exigencies of their increasing traffic with those towns. When the fact 

is considered that no fewer than 14,000 trains are despatched upon separate and distinct journeys 

every fortnight in the management of so large a traffic by this Company without the occurrence of 

any serious accident is matter for congratulation.  

The line is worked on the absolute block system, by which the risks of collision are reduced to a 

minimum. The possibility of any accident in the vicinity of the Victoria station is entirely removed, or 

as nearly so as is within human possibility, by improved signalling arrangements. Each signal box is 

connected by telephone with the rest, and there is telegraphic communication between the different 

platforms and signal boxes, so that not only is communication between station inspectors and the 

signal men facilitated, but the whistling by engine drivers, which is so annoying to passengers, is to a 

large extent done away with. The delay formerly occasioned by the practise of detaching the engines 

outside the station, and allowing trains to descend by gravity is now also avoided. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 May 1884) 

In the official programme of the Manchester May Day procession which was to start in Oldham 

Road it was stated that the L&YR Salford and Oldham Road goods stations would lead the way with 
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500 horses and a brass band in front consisting of a number of L&Y employees and followed by the 

company fire brigade riding on a fire engine. (Manchester Courier, 2 May 1884) 

The opening of the extension at Victoria station, Manchester. The whole of the new 

portion of the Victoria station of the L&YR Company was opened for traffic yesterday, 1st May 1884. 

As everyone who has been in the habit of travelling by the L&YR knows full well, the 

accommodation at Victoria station has long been altogether inadequate, and the company realising 

and appreciating this fact, resolved a few years ago to extend the premises. The work has been 

admirably carried out, and the result cannot fail to give satisfaction to all travellers by this system. 

The delaying of trains and the overcrowding of platforms, which so frequently took place and caused 

so much annoyance, will henceforth be entirely obviated. True a little trouble and inconvenience 

may be experienced by passengers until they become familiar with the building, but in a very short 

time they will be amply compensated by the great advantages which they will enjoy. There was no 

formal ceremony yesterday. Part of the extension has, in fact, been in use for some time, but 

yesterday morning witnessed the full working of the extension so far as the service of trains is 

concerned. There is, however, much yet to be done to the station and its approaches before it can 

be said to be completed. The narrow wooden bridge over the Irk, for instance, which 

communicated with Long Millgate and Corporation Street, has yet to be removed, and be replaced 

by a broad permanent carriage way, which alone will be one of the most important and effective of 

all the company’s alterations. The extension proper, which is on the north side of the old station, is 

also unfinished, and sometime must necessarily elapse before all the details can be completed. 

Practically, however, the new station is now in working order. Particulars of the enlarged scheme 

have already been published in this paper. It will only be necessary, therefore, to recall the leading 

features of the alterations which have been made.  

Victoria station now numbers eight platforms. These platforms lie in consecutive order from south 

to north. Trains from the east arrive at No.1, which is nearest Long Millgate. Trains depart to 

Ashton, Stalybridge, and Middleton from No.2; to Heywood and Bury from No.3; to Oldham from 

No.4; to Bolton, Wigan, Southport, Liverpool, Blackburn, and Scotland, via Hellifield, from No.5; To 

Rochdale, Halifax, Bradford, Scarborough, Newcastle, Hull and NE line from No.6; also to Preston, 

Blackpool, Lytham, Fleetwood, Scotland,  Belfast, and the Isle of Man from the same platform; and to 

Radcliffe, Bury, Bacup, Accrington, and Skipton from No.7, while trains arrive from the west at No.8, 

so that the two principal arrival platforms are nearest the main approaches to the station from 

Corporation Street and Hunts Bank on the south and west, and from New Bridge Street and Great 

Ducie Street on the north and west. It is a very large station. The extension covers an area of 

18,293 square yards. Passengers and vehicles conveying passengers, for platforms Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5 

enter the station by the original approach road, Hunts Bank, and for platforms Nos. 6 and 7 by the 

new entrance from Great Ducie Street.  

The entrance for vehicles meeting trains arriving from the west, viz., Blackpool, Preston, Southport, 

and Liverpool, is in New Bridge Street. Trains from Yorkshire and Rochdale will, as a rule, arrive at 

No.6 platform, to enable passengers to book on those platforms for the trains appointed to depart 

from them. The entrance proper is on the north side of the old station, bounded by Great Ducie 

Street, leading to York Street, Cheetham. The site until a few years ago was covered by the old 

Manchester Workhouse, which the company purchased for extension purposes. These approaches 

are very fine, the carriage way from Strangeways being especially noteworthy. It is 35 feet wide, with 

two footpaths 10 feet and 12 feet wide respectively, extending into the very centre of the new part 

of the station, and passing under a portion of two of the platforms (Nos. 7 and 8). Here the spaces 

between the girders are filled in with glazed glass. The walls of the road are faced with white glazed 

brick. One most important feature about the new station is the indispensable subway, which extends 

from and communicates with Nos. 5, 6, 7, and 8 platforms. It is very spacious, well lighted, faced 

with white glazed brick, having gentle ascents in lieu of steps, each of which is provided with double 

handrails. The space between the railway metals overhead is filled with glass. Half the lower portion 



1880-1889 

695 

is railed off to facilitate the removal of luggage from one platform to another, for which four 

hydraulic lifts have also been provided. The centre or island platform is 740 feet in length, upon 

which is a block of booking offices, refreshment, and waiting rooms. There is also a booking office 

on Platform No.7. All the new platforms are floored with timber, with stone copings. There is also a 

cab stand, with spaces for 20 or 30 vehicles.  

The whole station is now nearly covered in. The old footbridge over the main lines has, of course, 

been taken down. The new roof is a striking feature. It is formed of a series of regular spans of 

about 60 feet, resting upon rib girders, supported in turn by main girders and iron columns. The 

ridges and furrows lie at right angles to the platform and rails, an arrangement necessitated by the 

shape of the extension site. The roof is of iron and glass. The girders are of wrought iron, and have 

their webs artistically perforated, the iron columns having ornamental capitals. The whole of the 

ironwork has been painted in light colours, and has a pleasing effect. The lines in the centre of the 

station are connected by “scissors” crossings, so that shunting from one line to another has been 

greatly facilitated. The extension designs were prepared under the direction of Mr Hunt, chief 

engineer to the company, and are being carried out by Mr Pawley, the resident engineer. The 

contractor for the excavations, subway, and ground work was J D Nowell; and Robert Neill and 

Sons are rapidly completing their contract for the roof. Throughout the morning the new 

arrangements worked fairly well, though, in the words of one of the officials, “Things occasionally got a 

little bit mixed.” Some difficulty, in the first instance, was found in working the 6.25am train to Colne 

from No. 7 platform, and it has been determined to start it hereafter from No.8 platform. This will 

contribute both to the convenience of passenger and parcel traffic, inasmuch as parcel carts can 

approach from New Bridge Street and load on the level. The average total number of passenger 

trains departing from and arriving at Victoria station daily  from all parts of the country is as follows 

– Westwards ; departures, 66; arrivals, 66. Eastward; departures, 174; arrivals, 170; grand total, 476. 

These are, of course, exclusive of luggage and mineral trains, which alone amount to a considerable 

number. 

The most interesting feature of yesterday was the inauguration of a new express service between 

Manchester and York. There will be five trains each way daily and they will run via Normanton, and 

two of them will perform the journey in about two hours. Yesterday, Mr Maddock, the company’s 

traffic superintendent, received a telegram from York informing him that the 7.15 train – the first of 

the service – arrived there four minutes before the time at which it was due. This fact will be 

regarded with much satisfaction by persons who are in the habit of travelling to and from York, and 

other places on the NE system. Great advantage is likely to result to the people of Lancashire and 

Cheshire by the arrangement which has been come to, by which the L&Y Company  have secured 

running powers over the NE system, as they will be enabled to visit much more readily than before 

places of interest on the East Coast, including Scarborough, Whitby, and Bridlington. During the 

summer months it is intended to run through trains between Manchester and the “Queen of 

watering places,” and the journey will be covered in about three and a quarter hours. It is probable 

too that a series of day trips will be organised. The L&YR Company must certainly be congratulated 

upon the enterprise they have displayed, and the public will doubtless fully appreciate the increased 

advantages which will now be afforded them. (Manchester Courier, 2 May 1884) 

Some weeks ago the transfer of the Bacup traffic from the temporary station at Ducie Bridge to the 

new portion of the L&YR’s station at Victoria was announced. Since then rapid progress has been 

made with the remainder of the extensions, and on Thursday, 1st May 1884 the whole of the new 

buildings and lines were brought into use. All traffic for Halifax, Bradford, Leeds and the NER and 

that for Preston, Blackpool, Fleetwood, Belfast and Scotland, via Preston, will be worked from the 

No 6 platform of the new portion of the station, which is entered by the approach from Great 

Ducie Street. The traffic for the Bacup branch, Ramsbottom, Accrington, Burnley and Colne will use 

No 7 platform. Ashton, Middleton, Heywood, Bury and Oldham trains will arrive and depart from 

the old part of the station as at present. (Middleton Albion, 3 May 1884) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a subway at Wrigley Head, Failsworth; for the 

ironwork and masonry required in the construction of a footbridge and staircases at Green Lane 

crossing, Heywood. (Manchester Guardian, 6 May 1884) 

Long report of the L&YR improvements to the Liverpool and York services; new carriages; and the 

re-construction of Tithebarn Street station, Liverpool. (Manchester Courier, 7 May 1884) 

Tender of C Brierley, £17,610, recommended to be accepted for new goods warehouse at Lower 

Moor, Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 13 May 1884) 

The additional sidings at Newton Heath for carriages to be installed by the Company’s men. (L&YR

Minutes 14 May 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new warehouse and station additions at Wardleworth; 

for the widening of the line and erection of a new station at Oldham Mumps. (Manchester Guardian, 

17 May 1884) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £2,469-9-9d, recommended to be accepted for the goods warehouse and cattle 

pens at Wardleworth. Also that of M W Walmersley & Co. £1,748-18-8d, for extending the 

abutments of the bridge carrying the Ardwick branch over the river Medlock. (L&YR Minutes 27 May 

1884) 

Improvements which have cost £20,000 were completed on Tuesday evening, 27th May at the great 

railway viaduct at Whalley. The work has taken 14 months. Whilst the improvements have been in 

progress traffic has been worked on a single line over the viaduct. (Manchester Courier, 29 May 

1884) 

Judgement of the case between Westinghouse and the L&YR Company. (Engineer, 30 May 1884, 

p.400) 

June 
The LNW  and Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railways invite tenders for the extension of a 

footbridge over the L&YR in connection with the new goods station at Stalybridge. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 June 1884) 

The athletic festival to mark the opening of the new bicycle track on the grounds of the Newton 

Heath LYR Cricket and Football Club in North Road commenced on Saturday, 31st. May, and was 

continued and brought to a close yesterday, Monday. The weather was fine and there was a large 

attendance. All the prizes were of substantial value and the contests were strictly limited to 

amateurs. The bicycle track has been well laid, and gave general satisfaction to those who used it. 

The LYR Alexandra Brass Band, the members of which are employees of the L&YR, was in 

attendance. (Manchester Courier, 3 June 1884) 

With a view to facilitating traffic in connection with the Whitsuntide excursions the L&YR have fixed 

telephone communication between the signal cabins on the line from Preston and Blackpool. They 

have also, for the convenience of passengers, provided similar communication between Talbot Road 

and Central stations in Blackpool. The arrangement is to be a permanent one. Should it work 

successfully it is probable that it will be extended over other parts of the system. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 June 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the bridge and construction of a subway near Willows Lane, 

Accrington. (Manchester Guardian, 7 June 1884) 

Tender of T Wrigley Jnr £19,517, recommended to be accepted for widening line and new station at 

Oldham Mumps. (L&YR Minutes 10 June 1884) This tender later corrected to £19,598-9-2d. (Minutes) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of station buildings with a hotel, shops, and offices in front 

thereof for the new Exchange station, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 21 June 1884) 

Tender of J Wiseman, £3,195-19-0d, recommended to be accepted for subway at Autley and 

extension of bridge over Willows Lane at Accrington. 

Board recommended to purchase ballast wagons; twenty from Craven of Darnall at £30 each; eight 

from J D Nowell at Halifax station at £30 each; twelve from J P Edwards of Chester at £28 each. 

(L&YR Minutes 24 June 1884) 

The LNWR portion of the Victoria station extension will be opened for traffic on Monday next. The 

new approach opposite the Cathedral will also be opened, and all passengers and vehicles will enter 

and leave the station by this toad. All trains which have hitherto run to and from the LNWR portion 

of Victoria station will arrive and depart from the new station, which is, for the future, to bear the 

name of Exchange station. Yesterday workmen were engaged in the removal of the hoarding which 

has, up to the present time, extended across the entrance to the new bridge. A temporary shelter is 

being erected on the station premises for the convenience of the passengers. It is expected that the 

paving of the bridge and the erection of the wall will be completed by Monday, but the remainder of 

the station will not be finished for some months to come. The opening of the premises has been 

deferred twice. The date originally fixed was the first instant, but it was altered to the 14th, and again 

postponed. Following application for the occasional licence for the refreshment rooms at the new 

station one was granted to W A Lynde. (Manchester Guardian, 26 June 1884) 

The LNWR invite the opening of Exchange station on Monday, 30th June 1884. All trains which 

formerly ran to and from Victoria station will arrive and depart from the new station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 June 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for additional warehouse accommodation at Clitheroe. (Manchester 

Guardian, 28 June 1884) 

July 
The new station of the LNWR at Manchester, to be called Exchange station, was opened for traffic 

yesterday Monday, 30th June 1884. Although very far from completed, sufficient accommodation is 

available to allow all of the trains formerly despatched from the Company’s portion of the Victoria 

station being sent from the new station. Trains for Liverpool, Chester, and North Wales and for 

Yorkshire and the north, were despatched without confusion, and in about a week it is expected 

that everything, so far as the completed portion of the station is concerned, will be in perfect order. 

Of the three spacious bays of which the station is composed, two are nearly completed as to permit 

of their being brought into use, the remaining one, which is not yet covered in, being temporarily 

divided from them by a wooden hoarding. The main entrance to the station is by the newly 

constructed bridge across the Irwell facing the Cathedral, and it is of sufficient width to allow of a 

very large traffic. There is, however, to be a second entrance.  

The booking offices are conveniently arranged in a block near the main entrance, and facing these 

are various departmental offices and waiting rooms. The refreshment rooms, which are on that side 

of the station facing Victoria Street, are large and well-appointed, and the necessary licences having 

been obtained are already opened. Men are still at work upon both the arrival and departure 

platforms, and for a time it will be convenient for passengers to consult the notices and indicators. 

Until further notice parcels will be received at the Victoria station. Communication between one 

platform and another is provided for by means of an iron bridge, but this is not yet completed, and 

in the meantime a temporary wooden structure has been thrown across the lines. Viewed from 

Victoria Street, the new station, the front of which is of white stone, has a handsome appearance. 

The general arrangements will, when everything is in working order, be very complete, though to 

the ordinary observer there would seem to be room for improvement in the matter of the 
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connection with the L&YR platforms at Victoria station. In connection with the opening of the 

Exchange station a new service of trains has been organized by the LNWR and the NER between 

Liverpool and Manchester  and Newcastle-upon-Tyne, commencing today. (Manchester Guardian, 1 

July 1884) 

In addition to the high level wooden bridge which crosses the river Irk and connects Long Millgate 

with the station buildings at Victoria station from a point close to the Manchester Arms Inn there 

was until a few weeks ago a second wooden bridge crossing the river at a low level the approach to 

which from Long Millgate was by a flight of steps running by the wall of the Swan Hotel. This bridge 

the L&YR determined to replace by a broad high level bridge and roadway, and for the purpose of 

carrying out this valuable improvement acquired the flour mills known as the Old School Mills, which 

they proceeded to demolish. This work was in progress when an accident happened yesterday, 

Thursday, killing two workmen when they were working on a paved yard of the mill built into the 

bank of the river which collapsed. (Manchester Courier, 4 July 1884) 

Tender of T Mitchell, £1,621, recommended to be accepted for additional warehouse accommodation 

at Clitheroe; also that of M W Walmersley, £2,100, for strengthening retaining wall at Ramsbottom. 

Mr Hunts is now ready to repair Wilpshire tunnel by the company’s men. During repairs only a single 

line will be available. (L&YR Minutes 8 July 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations and additions to Helmshore passenger station; and for the 

erection of a shipping shed at New Bailey Street yard, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 12 July 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the whole of the works required, except the ironwork, in connection with 

Exchange station, Liverpool; for the iron work required in connection with Exchange station, 

Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 15 July 1884) 

Yesterday morning, Monday, 14th July 1884, a shocking accident occurred on the L&YR and at Marsh 

Lane station, near Liverpool. One of the workmen engaged in the construction of the new station 

had gone on to the four foot way for a bucket which he had left there, and was returning to the 

siding when a train approached at full speed, and the front of the engine struck him on the side of 

the head, knocking him a considerable distance along the line, he died a few minutes later. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 July 1884) 

Tenders recommended to be accepted; R Neill & Sons, £3,315, for shipping stage and shed and 

alterations for engine house at New Bailey goods yard, Salford; Holme & King, £1,688-10-10d, for 

excavation for warehouse on Hick’s land at Bolton; R Neill & Sons, £97,997, for new buildings, 

hotel, offices, and shops at Exchange station, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 22 July 1884) 

Roof over the platforms at Southport station being enlarged at this date. (Manchester Guardian, 25 

July 1884) 

The L&YR announce the opening of Brindle Heath goods station for goods and mineral traffic on 

Friday, 1st August 1884. (Manchester Guardian, 26 July 1884) 

August 
An extraordinary blunder has occurred in connection with the levels of the new bridge crossing the 

river Irwell to the main entrance of the large station just erected by the LNWR on the Salford side. 

When the roadway came to be connected with the street, it was found that the level of the bridge 

was several feet above that of the street. The paving has, in consequence, been postponed until this 

absurd blunder has been rectified. (Engineer, 1 August 1884, p.93) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 11th August 1884. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 August 1884) 
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“Tell—Tale” for continuous railway brakes. Indicator fitted to a train provided with the automatic 

vacuum brake on the L&YR, includes description and diagrams. (Engineer, 8 August 1884, p.102/3) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Monday, 11th August 1884. (Manchester Guardian, 

12 August 1884) 

Much indignation has arisen through the action of the L&YR restricting the time in which return 

tickets, for distances less than twelve miles, are available from seven days to two days. The company 

responded by station that all railway companies adopted the plan to deter fraudulent activities. 

(Manchester Courier, 15 August 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Bradford; for the extension of the 

passenger station at Halifax. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1884) 

The annual athletic festival in connection with the L&YR Cricket and Football Club, Newton Heath, 

was held on Saturday, 23rd. August. The weather was brilliantly fine and there was a large attendance 

of spectators. There were over 300 entries for the various events. (Manchester Courier, 25 August 

1884) 

The Newton Heath athletics concluded yesterday, Monday, on the cricket ground adjoining the 

carriage works. The weather was fine but a cold wind blew across the ground. There were ten 

events culminating in the donkey race. (Manchester Courier, 26 August 1884) 

Tender of Monk & Newell, £69,141-19-11d, to be accepted for altering the levels and deviating a 

portion of the railway and erecting new platforms, station walls and roof, exclusive of ironwork, to 

new station at Liverpool; also that of T Vernon & Co. £71,789, for the cast and wrought ironwork at 

Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 27 August 1884) 

On the recommendation of Henry Skelmerdine, architect of Liverpool, the tender of Robert Neill & 

Sons, of Manchester, has been accepted by the directors of the L&YR Co for the new Exchange 

station buildings, hotel, and offices, Tithebarn Street, Liverpool. The amount of the estimate is close 

upon £100,000 and the work will be proceeded with at once. (The Builder, 9 August 1884) 

September 
Enquiries as to Vernon & Co have not been satisfactory and they have made a mistake of £10,000 in 

their tender. Tender of R Neill &Sons, £84,478-17-6d, accepted for the Exchange station, Liverpool, 

ironwork. (L&YR Minutes 10 September 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a carriage shed at Red Bank, Manchester; for a new goods 

shed at Salford; for alterations and additions to Burnley, East Lancashire station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 September 1884) 

A singular mishap occurred on the L&YR to the train leaving Bolton for Blackburn at 6.47 on 

Saturday, 13th September 1884. At Lower Darwen the train was stopped for the collection of 

tickets, and when the train should have resumed its journey, the engine driver could not take off the 

vacuum brake. Two engines had to be brought from the nearest locomotive shed, and pushed the 

train some distance, after which the engine attached to the train was dragged away with the brake 

still on, and the train proceeded to Blackburn, half an hour’s delay having been caused. (Engineer, 19 

September 1884, p.217) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the formation and paving of a cattle mound, the building of a retaining 

wall, and the formation of a new street at Windsor Bridge, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 20 

September 1884) 
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Tenders recommended to be accepted. R Neill & Sons, £12,930, for carriage shed shops, pits, etc., at 

Red Bank, Manchester; also his tender £2,273, for cloth shed in goods yard at Salford; H Banks, 

£3,063-12-0 d, for paving and draining in goods yard at Blackburn. (L&YR Minutes 23 September 

1884) 

After shelving the question from time to time of the much needed alterations at Bank Top station, 

Burnley, alterations which are imperatively required to meet the ever increasing wants of the town, 

the L&YR are about to make a move. A double platform is to be provided in place of the existing 

one. The new one will be opposite the existing one, and will be provided with four waiting rooms. 

There will, it is expected, be at least two sidings for local trains, and the present entrance to the 

station will be done away with, the approach will be from Newcastle Street. The booking offices are 

to be at the entrance of the station, from which passengers will have to ascend stairs to gain the 

Accrington platform, or go on through the subway to reach the new platform, which will be utilised 

for the Colne or Yorkshire trains. The new platform will be on part of the ground now occupied by 

the goods warehouse, and on the other side of the line the cattle siding will have to be shortened, to 

make room for the new booking offices. The work is estimated to cost about £10,000, and when 

completed will provide accommodation for which years Burnley has been sorely in need. 

(Manchester Courier, 24 September 1884) 

The engine and train, three carriages, of the 1.25pm Leeds to Liverpool express was derailed in 

Summit tunnel on Saturday, 20th September 1884. (Middleton Albion, 27 September 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new goods offices at Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

September 1884) 

October 
An accident occurred on Wednesday, 8th October 1884 at the new building being erected for the 

L&YR at Victoria station, Manchester, by R Neill & Sons, when a stone landing being lifted into 

position fell, striking two men following a steam crane failure. (Manchester Guardian, 9 October 

1884) 

Tenders recommended to be accepted. Holmes, Kershaw & Co., £3,230-14-3d, for new goods offices 

at Bradford; A F Bentley, £8,727-16-2d, for cattle mounds, retaining walls and new street at Windsor 

Bridge, Salford. (L&YR Minutes 14 October 1884) 

An error having been found in A F Bentley’s tender, that of R Neill & Sons, £8,558-18-0d, to be 

accepted for work at Windsor bridge, Salford. (L&YR Minutes 28 October 1884) 

November 
The L&YR invite tenders for the fitting up of two arches as stables at Salford; for station alterations at 

Ewood Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 1 November 1884) 

The L&YR has given out large orders for girder work, which have been secured by two of the 

leading firms in the Lancashire district. (Engineer, 7 November 1884, p.360) 

Mr Butler to complete the ironwork at Smithy Bridge subway. The rest of the work there by the 

company’s men. (L&YR Minutes 11 November 1884) 

Notice of the L&YR Bill, including the Pendleton—Hindley railway and widening the Preston and 

Wyre Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 14 November 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for a new station at Horbury Junction; for a loading shed at Simonstone. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 November 1884) 
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Letter complaining of the inadequate entrances to Victoria station, Manchester, particularly from the 

Cheetham Hill area, and suggesting the erection of a footbridge at the Ducie Bridge end, connecting 

all platforms “because all trains arriving at Victoria draw up nearly under Ducie Bridge”. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 November 1884) 

Tender of T Raynor, £2,498-19-10d, recommended to be accepted for new station at Horbury 

Junction. (L&YR Minutes 25 November 1884) 

Four new carriages have just been constructed by the L&YR especially for the convenience of 

passengers who travel by their route to and from Scotland. The carriages are very beautifully 

finished both internally and externally. They are built on the bogie principle; are 45 feet in length, 

and are fitted with two automatic brakes, the vacuum and the Westinghouse. Each carriage has a 

compartment specially set apart for ladies. Then there is a smoke room in which there is an elegant 

little card table. The seats are richly upholstered, and they are so arranged that they can easily be 

converted into couches. Well-appointed lavatories are provided in each carriage. The first of these 

handsome carriages was attached to the 2.25pm Scotch express from Victoria station yesterday 

afternoon, Monday, 24th. November, and it attracted a good deal of attention. (Manchester Courier, 

25 November 1884) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £340, to be accepted for a temporary wooden incline for conducting traffic 

through site of the new Exchange station, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 26 November 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of stables, new goods offices, etc., at Mill Hill; for a fire 

proof division of the Newton Heath carriage works. (Manchester Guardian, 29 November 1884) 

December 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a railway from Pendlebury to Hindley; for connecting 

lines at Agecroft and Westhoughton. (Manchester Guardian, 6 December 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the excavation, filling, and other works required in the formation of a 

new goods yard at Goole. (Manchester Guardian, 10 December 1884) 

Tender of G Parkinson, £1,097, to be accepted for a fireproof division between the repairing and 

erecting shops at Newton Heath carriage works. (L&YR Minutes 10 December 1884) 

The utter indifference of the L&YR Company to the travellers on their roads […]. At this season the 

incongruity presented in the Middleton terminus, with its lengthy, roofless, totally unprotected 

platforms […] (Middleton Albion, 13 December 1884) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new cottages at Rainford Junction; for new waiting room, 

booking office, etc. at Huncoat station. (Manchester Guardian, 13 December 1884) 

Tender of W M Walmersley, £4,033-18-3d, recommended to be accepted for new goods yard at 

Goole. 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned use of the two additional lines between Cleckheaton Junction, 

Mirfield and Dewsbury Junction. (L&YR Minutes 23 December 1884) 

Report by the Board of Trade of an accident in Summit tunnel on Saturday, 20th September 1884. 

(Manchester Guardian, 26 December 1884) 

L&YR secretary states that during the past year the block system has been brought into operation of 

the Ardwick branch, and the absolute block system has replaced the permissive system between 

Salford and Victoria stations. Fifty one sets of electrical repeaters have been fixed during the year to 
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repeat the actions of signal arms, and seventy seven telephones have been provided to facilitate the 

working of the traffic. 

L&YR & LNWR Companies, additional mileage on absolute block and permissive systems brought 

into operation during the year 1884: 

North Union, Preston and Wyre, Preston and Longridge and L&Y and LU joint lines – nil. 
Electrical repeaters and telephones brought into use during the year 1884. 
Electrical repeaters. All joint lines. – nil. 
Telephones 
North Union – nil. 
Preston and Wyre –  Lea Road, Salwick, Treales, Kirkham Station, Kirkham Junction, Singleton, 
Poulton A cabin, Poulton B cabin, Chorleys, Wyre Dock Fleetwood, Wreagreen, Moss Side, Lytham 
Goods, Lytham Station, St Annes, South Shore, Blackpool Central Cabin, Blackpool Central station 
master’s office, Poulton and Bispham, Fleetwood Goods, Fleetwood New Engine Shed. 
Preston and Longridge – nil. 
L&Y and LUR –  White Bear, Adlington Junction.  
(Signal arrangements, LXVIII, December 1884) 
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1885 
January 

An agreement has been come to between the L&YR and the MR providing for a greater interchange 

of through traffic. This agreement, however, will not come into effect for some eighteen months or 

two years, for the running powers conferred by it will not commence until the completion of the 

enlargement and alteration of Exchange station, Liverpool, and of the Midland Company’s junction in 

Ancoats, Manchester. It is estimated that at least eighteen months will be required to complete 

these works […]. 

Under the agreement the Midland Company are to have running powers over that very important 

portion of the L&Y Company’s system which connects Hellifield with Manchester and Liverpool, and 

are also to have the use of the intermediate and terminal stations. On the other hand the L&Y 

Company obtain powers to use those portions of the MR which lie between Hellifield Junction and 

Ingleton and Wennington. It will be seen that the running powers acquired by the Midland Company

are much more extensive than those obtained by the L&Y Company. This fact is recognised by the 

payments which each company will make to the other when the agreement is carried out, for the 

Midland Company will pay to the L&Y Company for the use of the Exchange station, at Liverpool, 

the Victoria station in Manchester and the passenger station at Blackburn an annual rental of £8,500; 

while the L&Y Company will pay the Midland Company only £500 for the use of the Ingleton and 

Wennington stations.  

When the agreement has been carried into practical effect the Midland Company will be able to run 

their own engines and trains from Victoria station and Exchange station through Blackburn and 

Hellifield, direct to Carlisle. By this means they will, no doubt, be able more effectively to compete 

with the LNW  Company so far as regards traffic for Carlisle and Scotland. It is stipulated between 

the parties that local goods, minerals, coal, coke, and livestock, shall not be carried between local 

stations by the Company running over the lines of the other except by agreement; but local 

passenger and other coaching traffic of the owning Company may be carried in their through trains 

only by the running Company, who are to receive 15 per cent of the local rates and fares, after 

deducting in the case of parcels and other coaching traffic such terminal allowances as may from 

time to time be agreed upon. With respect to through traffic the running Company are to receive 

out of the mileage proportion of the rates and fares accruing to the owning Company 25 per cent 

for coaching traffic, 33 1/3 per cent of goods, minerals, and livestock, and 30 per cent with certain 

deductions, for coal, coke, limestone, and ironstone. These are the principal provisions in the 

agreement, which, it should be added, also stipulates that the Midland Company shall apply to 

Parliament for power to construct a junction between their Ancoats goods branch and the Ardwick 

branch of the L&Y Company. As soon as this power has been obtained the Midland Company will 

construct the connecting line at their own expense. When finished this junction will doubtless 

greatly facilitate the transference of through traffic from one Company’s system to the other. 

(Manchester Guardian, 1 January 885) 

Report of the Board of Trade inquiry into the accident at Summit tunnel on 20th September 1884. 

(Middleton Albion, 3 January 1885) 

The new L&YR line from Pendleton to Hindley will, next week, result in about 8,000 tons of 

ironwork being given out. (Engineer, 9 January 1885, p.36) 

The L&YR invite tenders for new roads, retaining walls, and bridge carrying Whitcliffe Road over the 

railway at Cleckheaton. (Manchester Guardian, 13 January 1885) 

The engineer to level the land on which it is proposed to erect sheds for the storage of carriages at 

Horwich. (L&YR Minutes 14 January 1885) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of Pendleton station; for the construction of a subway at 

Bamber Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 17 January 1885) 

A Middleton mother took her two growing lads to Manchester one Saturday with half fare tickets. 

Full fare was demanded by the city collector who insisted that the boys were “full age long ago”. 

“Yeigh” replied the irate mother “may be they are neaw but they weren’t when wi’ left Middleton”. 

(Middleton Albion, 24 January 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods warehouse at Bolton; for a new station at 

Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 24 January 1885) 

Tender of Holmes, Kershaw & Co. £8,663-8s-0d, recommended to be accepted for goods yard, 

paving, and sewering streets at Cleckheaton; also that of R Neil & Sons, £2,990, for alterations to 

passenger station at Pendleton. (L&YR Minutes 27 January 1885) 

Tender of W Mousley & Co. £9,180, to be accepted for goods yard, bridge, etc. at Cleckheaton. 

Carriage stock not already so fitted to be provided with automatic vacuum brake, viz. 1,928 vehicles, 

including excursion stock, 434 carriages now provided with hand brakes. Estimated cost, £64,592. 

(L&YR Minutes 28 January 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the bridge over George Street, Blackburn, and other works. 

(Manchester Guardian, 31 January 1885) 

February 
Directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 11th February 1885. (Manchester Guardian, 10 

February 1885) 

Tender of T Riley, £35,081-16-8d, recommended to be accepted for warehouse, shed, offices, engine 

and boiler house, stables, gantry, boundary walls, etc. at Bolton. 

Naylor Bros temporary workshops and buildings at Mirfield to be purchased by the company for 

£100. (L&YR Minutes 10 February 1885) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th February 1885. It was stated that 

the extension of Victoria station had required additional staff costing nearly £2,000 per year. 

(Manchester Guardian, 12 February 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the foundations required for the locomotive shops at Horwich; for 

alterations to the station and for raising of the platforms at Featherstone; for the erection of stables at 

Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 13 February 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the re-construction of Cock Robin Bridge, Pendleton. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 February 1885) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £53,232-16-6d, to be accepted for new passenger station at Blackburn, 

excluding glazing; also that of C Hindle, £12,414-2-6d, for widening bridge, retaining walls, etc. at 

Blackburn.  

Arrangements have been made with Heenan & Froude to provide apparatus for (electric) lighting of 

thirty two carriages for the York express trains. (L&YR Minutes 18 February 1885) 

At a meeting in support of the proposed stations for Collyhurst, held at the Conservative Club, 

Collyhurst, on Tuesday, 17th February 1885 it was stated that the present ticket platforms at 

Newtown (sic) Junction, also known as Cyprus, if converted into a station would be too 

inconvenient and awkward to get to. (Middleton Guardian, 21 February 1885) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for twenty parachute water columns. (Manchester Guardian, 24 February 

1885) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £1,060, recommended to be accepted for renewal of Cock Robin Bridge, 

Pendleton. (L&YR Minutes 24 February 1885) 

Prior to the meeting of the Institution of Civil Engineers at the Queens Hotel, Manchester, on 

Friday, 20th February 1885, a visit was made to the L&YR carriage works at Newton Heath. 

(Engineer, 27 February 1885, p.176) 

Work started on Sunday, 22nd February 1885 on widening the line at Royton Junction with the 

pulling down of a stone bridge near the station. Within twenty four hours a larger temporary bridge 

had been erected. (Middleton Albion, 28 February 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a bridge over the railway at Red Bank, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 28 February 1885) 

March 
Tender of J D Nowell, £7,486-9-11d, recommended to be accepted for construction of a road from 

Bank Street to Collyhurst Road, Manchester. Subject to the City Surveyor approving the tender. Also 

that of R Neill & Sons, £4,695 estimate, for roofing between hotel and new station at Liverpool.  

The Board recommended to purchase two small shunting engines now being built by Black & 

Hawthorn & Co. at £175 each and then, the one on hire from Holme and King be returned to them.

(L&YR Minutes 10 March 1885) 

Major Gen. C S Hutchinson has presented to the Board of Trade his report on the accident which 

occurred on the 29th of December at Crow Nest Junction, near Wigan, on the L&YR, when a 

passenger from Liverpool to Bolton was turned into an up goods loop line at Crow Nest junction, 

where it came into collision with a pilot engine at the tail of a coal train, which had a few before 

been turned into the loop line to allow the passenger train to pass. Forty two passengers and five 

officials were all more or less injured and the rolling stock of both trains was much damaged.  

This very serious collision, General Hutchinson concludes, was caused by the failure of a joint in the 

point-rod connecting the loop facing points with the signal cabin, in consequence of which failure the 

Crow Nest Junction signalman was unaware, when he lowered the junction signals for the up 

passenger train, that the facing points were standing open for the goods loop, into which he had just 

turned an up goods train, to get it out of the way of the passenger train. The report recommends an 

improved method of securing the joints of the facing point rods, and the abandonment of the 

practise of covering over the rods in troughs. Moreover, General Hutchinson thinks that had the 

passenger been fitted with a good, quickly, acting continuous brake, the collision would have been 

avoided, or the results had been very much mitigated, as the train had to travel about two hundred 

yards after the driver saw he was on the wrong line. If these points were worked electrically, the 

signals might be made to remain up until the points were as intended. (Engineer, 13 March 1885, 

p.203) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a bridge, roadway, and culvert under the viaduct at 

Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 14 March 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the works required in widening the embankment and levelling the site of 

a proposed carriage shed at Horwich. (Manchester Guardian, 16 March 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the diversion of roads and the construction of new roads and bridges at 

Lostock Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 21 March 1885) 
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Tenders recommended to be accepted; W Fish, £1,319, for bridge, roadway, and culvert under E L 

viaduct and diversion of stream at Preston; H Banks, £1,291-11-0d, for metalling and draining 

cartway, etc. building weighing machine office and foundations, etc. at Shaw. (L&YR Minutes 24 

March 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a footbridge at Fazakerley station; for the erection of 

goods offices at Sowerby Bridge; for painting stations; for excavation and filling for the formation of 

new sidings, diversion of road, widening of bridge and building of retaining wall at Aintree; for the 

re-construction of the roof over Great Ducie Street bridge, Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 28 

March 1885) 

April 
The new loop line which is being constructed to unite the Longridge branch line with the main line 

station at Preston is approaching completion, and it is expected to be ready for opening for 

passengers on 1st May 1885. The new loop is about a quarter of a mile in length, and by adding 

another arch to the bridge which carries the street over the railway at Maudland Bank a suitable 

curve has been obtained so as to make the connection easy. It is expected that the present station at 

Maudland will be done away with. All the traffic for the Royal Agricultural Show will pass over this 

new loop, and under Preston to Deepdale station where there will be a siding constructed to couple 

up with the Royal showground […]. 

In constructing the new loop the original station of the Preston and Wyre Railway has been 

demolished. The L&Y Company have recently built extensive goods stations on the old East 

Lancashire side of the North Union station, and a new roadway has been constructed under 

Fishergate on the site of the old tramway tunnel. The main street of the town will thus be greatly 

relieved of heavy traffic, and the railway lurries will obtain an easy entrance to the town instead of 

having to face a very steep gradient. (Manchester Guardian, 1 April 1885) 

A large number of contract holding gentlemen were served with summonses following a large scale 

inquiry by detectives on the L&Y line from Southport to Liverpool concerning the habit of third and 

second class holders using first class compartments. As they did not tender excess fares their names 

were taken. Some hold high social positions. The Company has also been active in the south east 

Lancashire district. (Middleton Albion, 4 April 1885) 

Tender of Holme & King, £24,971-4s-11d, recommended to be accepted for sidings at Aintree.

(L&YR Minutes 7 April 1885) 

Tender of A J Mann & Co. £1,500, to be accepted for six carriage sheds at Horwich Junction. (L&YR

Minutes 10 April 1885) 

The first sod on the Pendleton – Hindley railway was cut on Saturday, 11th April 1885 at Burying 

Lane, Swinton. (Manchester Guardian, 13 April 1885) 

The L&YR have just contracted with Messrs A & J Mann & Co. of Clydesdale Ironworks, Possilpark, 

Glasgow, to build for them at Horwich Junction, near Bolton, six carriage sheds of galvanised iron, 

each 420 feet long by 50 feet wide, and representing a total value of about £10,000. Engineering, 17 

April 1885; Engineer, 24 April 1885, p.313) 

The L&YR Bill came, yesterday, Monday, 20th April 1885, before a Select Committee of the House 

of Commons. Of three clauses opposed, the first objection was against the widening of the Oldham 

Road goods branch by means of a footpath. The line is carried upon arches and the Company sought 

powers to lay down an additional set of rails and to carry a footpath alongside the line upon 

brackets projecting from the abutments of the archway. The footpath, which would be chiefly used 

by the Company’s servants, would be three feet ten inches wide, and not less than thirteen feet 
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from the roadway beneath, and the sides of the footpath would be of open lattice work in place of 

the existing dwarf wall.  

The representatives of the Corporation of Manchester opposed the scheme on public grounds, 

contending that the projecting overhanging footpath would encroach upon the streets and obstruct 

the light and air, and that the Company might, without these disadvantages, though at greater 

expense than now proposed, construct the footpath on the opposite side of the railway. Further 

evidence on behalf of the Company revealed that between New Allen Street and Oldham Road, 

covering about twelve acres, there resided about 3,000 persons, chiefly of the labouring and artisan 

class, or about 240 to the acre, and that the average in Manchester generally is 81 to 82 to the acre. 

The Committee disallowed the footpath. (Manchester Guardian, 21 April 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the superstructure of erecting shops for locomotive engines at Horwich.

(Manchester Guardian, 25 April 1885) 

May 
The L&YR have, within the last few days, introduced the electric light in their 5.00pm Yorkshire 

express. The method adopted appears to be at once novel and satisfactory. Electricity is generated 

by a dynamo-machine driven by a small spherical Tower engine, the property of Messrs Heenan & 

Froude, of Miles Platting, to whom, also, the entire work connected with the lighting of the train, has 

been entrusted. The engine is in direct connection with the dynamo and on the same axle, the whole 

being neatly planted upon the footplate of the locomotive, and occupying comparatively little space, 

and under the control of the driver. The current is carried to a series of accumulators which are 

fixed one in each coach, under the seats in such a position as not to present inconvenience to the 

passengers. This arrangement admits of the division of the train at Sowerby Bridge and Low Moor, 

some portions of it going to York and others to Leeds and Bradford, without any interruption of the 

light. One incandescent lamp of about ten candle power (Woodhouse and Rawson’s) is fixed in the 

roof of each compartment, which affords a beautifully pure white light sufficiently strong enough to 

enable one to read with comfort. The superiority of the light over either gas or the old fashioned oil 

lamp is very noticeable, and cannot fail to meet with universal approval. The connection between 

carriages is by means of slip catches, which are easily connected and as readily disconnected, either 

by the hand or, assuming such an accident to be possible, by the breaking away of any portion of the 

train. The accumulators are charged before the train proceeds upon its journey, but the process can 

be continued, if necessary, whilst the train is in motion. The guard has the lights under control, 

turning them on or off, as the occasion may require, by means of a switch. If, as is fully anticipated, 

this experiment in lighting should prove a success, the system will be extended to all the principal 

express trains on the L&Y Company’s lines. (Manchester Guardian, 12 May 1885) 

Tender of T W Meadows, £42,771-1s-11d, to be accepted for superstructure of locomotive erecting 

shops at Horwich, work to be completed in twelve months. If they will not agree to this, tender of R 

Neill & Sons, £43,610, to be accepted provided they reduce this amount to that of T W Meadows’ 

tender. (L&YR Minutes 13 May 1885) 

On Friday, 8th May 1885 the L&YR ran experimental trains on the longer routes lighted by electricity 

very successfully. (Middleton Guardian, 16 May 1885) 

Mr J Horner, chief traffic canvasser for the Lancashire division of the L&YR Company, has been 

appointed goods manager to the Hull, Barnsley and West Riding Junction Railway and Dock 

Company, the head offices of which are in Hull. Mr Horner is a native of Salford, and has been in the 

service of the L&YR Company for twenty six years. (Engineer, p.415 & Engineering, 29 May 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Preston Junction; for the provision of 

accommodation for emigrant traffic at North Mersey, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 30 May 

1885) 
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In proceeding on long journeys ease, above all things, is the chief element in promoting the comfort 

of the railway traveller and we venture  to assert that sober-minded, well conducted third class 

passengers, so far as the L&YR is concerned can now have little if anything to complain of on the 

score of discomfiture. From time to time, the third class carriage, which once presented a dingy, and 

unsightly appearance – some of them being nothing better than ordinary cattle trucks – has 

undergone various improvements in their mode of construction, both externally and internally, all 

tending more or less to enhance the comfort of the third class traveller. In this respect, a strong 

rivalry existed for several years between the LNW  and the MR Companies, and loud and frequent 

were the complaints against the L&YR because they made little or no progress in this direction. This 

company, however, of late, has effected many improvements, and their last batch of new thirds far 

out-rivals those of its competitors  

The internal appointments eclipse anything yet introduced in third class carriages, considerable care 

has been evinced in the upholstery work, the seats and backs for comfort certainly equalling that of a 

first class vehicle. Travellers can also screen themselves from the over-powering rays of the sun by 

handsomely fitted up window blinds, a very essential item. The woodwork has been dealt with in 

light and agreeable colours which lend quite a cool and refreshing appearance to the compartments, 

and on the whole, the L&YR have, by their latest undertaking, enhanced, beyond expectation, the 

comfort of their third class patrons.  

The collecting of tickets at Middleton Junction, when the traffic is heavy, is likewise an improvement 

tending as it does to reduce the crush at Middleton, which, in wet weather, was simply intolerable. 

Middletonians, perhaps more than any other people have noted the marked improvements which, of 

late, have been effected, and applaud the efforts of the directors who have effectually succeeded in 

taking away from Middleton Junction, the unenviable reputation of being the “Miserable Junction” by 

erecting about two years ago an entirely new station with spacious and handsomely fitted up waiting 

rooms. Middletonians although thoroughly appreciating the efforts put forth by the company to 

increase their comfort and convenience in everything that relates to the railway accommodation, 

feel that improvements might be effected at our own station, in the shape of better waiting rooms 

and a covered platform. The company has generally given a willing ear to any complaints emanating 

from Middleton, and we doubt not, if they were made acquainted with the wishes of the inhabitants 

upon this point, they would give due consideration to any suggestions made to them. (Middleton 

Albion, 30 May 1885) 

June 
The Electric Power Storage Company have lately supplied accumulators for use on the L&YR as well 

as the Great Eastern Railway. The cells are charged by a dynamo driven from the axles and an E.P.S. 

magnetic switch closes the circuit when the electromotive force of the dynamos rises above that of 

the cells. (Engineer, p.435 & Engineering, 5 June 1885) 

Messrs Neill & Sons, of Manchester, have just begun the work of erecting a new passenger station at 

Blackburn for the L&YR, who are spending £100,000 on the station and the site, in addition to 

erecting a new bridge of 140 feet span, and doubling the width of the railway for a distance of two 

miles. (The Builder, 6 June 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for engine sheds at Sowerby Bridge and Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 9 

June 1885) 

Tender of Holme & King, £6,709-17-4d, recommended to be accepted for filling up cellars in arches 

between Upper William Street and Little Howard Street, Liverpool for R Preston & Co. Also that of J 

Fish, £3,182-10-0d, for new station at Preston Junction. (L&YR Minutes 9 June 1885) 

Tender of J D Nowell, 6/-d per linear yard, to be accepted for the erection of sleeper fence at 

Horwich. (L&YR Minutes 10 June 1885) 
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Description and illustration of the Park and Pryce train protection bar, as fitted at places on the 

L&YR. (Engineer, 12 June 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a fork line at Low Moor. (Manchester Guardian, 13 

June 1885) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Talbot Road, 

Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian, 20 June 1885) 

Tenders recommended to be accepted; G & J E Read, £11,076-3-6d, for new engine shed, sand 

furnace, coal stage, etc. at Sowerby Bridge; G Parkinson, £5,798-4-2d, for extension of engine shed, 

coal stage, etc. at Wigan; Naylor Bros. £6,450, for connecting line at Low Moor. (L&YR Minutes 23 

June 1885) 

July 
Tender of J D Nowell, £7,134-3-10d, to be accepted for construction of Medlock viaduct, Clayton 

Bridge. The same to construct altered engine pits in the locomotive shops at Horwich and additional 

work between formation and rail level at his schedule of prices, estimated cost £2,050. (L&YR

Minutes 8 July 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations to Moses Gate passenger station; for the erection of a grain 

warehouse at Sowerby Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 11 July 1885) 

Tender of T W Meadows, £5,645-13-0d, recommended to be accepted for alterations and additions to 

passenger station at Moses Gate. (L&YR Minutes 21 July 1885) 

A new road is to be made from Osborne Street, Oldham Road, Manchester, crossing Rochdale 

Road and terminating at Elizabeth Street, Cheetham. The L&YR are contributing £11,000, part in 

money and part in work. At present L&YR workmen are laying the foundations. (Middleton 

Guardian, 25 July 1885) 

The L&YR are inviting tenders for 1,000 pairs of wheels and axles, a considerable portion of which 

will, no doubt, be placed in the Sheffield district. (Engineer, 31 July 1885) 

August 
The directors report for the L&YR meeting on 10th August 1885. (Manchester Guardian, 1 August 

1885) 

On Saturday, 1st. August 1885, the signalman at Cherry Tree Junction had shunted the 1.00am goods 

train from Miles Platting to Lostock Hall on to the branch line to Wigan to allow an excursion train 

from Bradford to Blackpool to pass. The outdoor home signal had been disconnected from the 

signal cabin by a fitter, who had instructions to fix a new apparatus known as a facing point 

protector, and meantime a platelayer was deputed to give the signal on the line. Instead of drawing 

the heavily laden passenger train past the junction by signalling with a green flag, according to the 

regulations, the platelayer lifted the weight of the signal and acting upon this the driver of the 

excursion put on steam to proceed on his journey. The points of the junction had not been altered 

by the signalman, however, and the train of twenty carriages consequently went upon the line of 

metals on which the goods train was standing.  

As soon as he reached the points the driver saw that he was going wrong and put on his steam 

break, and signalled the guards to apply their breaks. The effect of this was that the passenger train 

dashed as a dead weight into the rear of the goods train, and though the damage to rolling stock was 

increased the passengers were saved from the serious results that such might otherwise occurred to 

them. The guard of the goods train jumped from his van in time to save his life. The van and the next 

wagon were smashed to pieces; while half a dozen other wagons were more or less damaged. The 
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engine of the passenger train was partially destroyed. Several passengers were slightly injured but all 

were able to continue their journey when a train had been provided for them forty minutes later. 

The traffic, which was exceptionally heavy, owing the Bank Holiday pleasure tours, was much 

impeded, as five hours elapsed before both lines could be cleared by moving the scattered goods and 

wreckage to the embankment. (Manchester Courier, 3 August 1885) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Monday, 10th August 1885. (Manchester Guardian,, 

11 August 1885) 

On Monday morning an accident, resulting in the death of two persons and injury to seven more, 

occurred at Huddersfield railway station. The LNWR Company is having its Huddersfield station 

enlarged, and a new iron roof put on in place of the old one. The roof outside the station had to be 

supported on iron pillars fixed at regular intervals along what is intended as an island platform. 

About eight or nine of theses pillars had been fixed, and the roof rested apparently securely on 

about five of them. A powerful movable platform had been used for the purpose of erecting the new 

roof, and this had been moved from under it with the view of continuing the erection further along 

the station. At half past ten two trains had just passed under the structure when, with a noise like 

thunder, the whole of the new roof collapsed, and brought with it a number of joiners, who had 

been working in among the girders. The man who was on top, named James Brewer, was killed, and 

another named William Priest, who was sitting on one of the platform seats, was struck on the 

forehead and killed at once. Several others were injured. The lines were blocked till about half past 

two o’clock. (Engineer, 14 August 1885, p.125) 

It would seem that the directors of the L&YR take a less gloomy view of the trade outlook than is 

taken by many persons, if the additions to the rolling stock during the past six months are to be the 

test. During that time they have expended close upon £60,000 on new locomotives, £30,000 for 

additional carriages and £1,761 for other working stock. In all, the value of the rolling stock is put 

down in the accounts as £5,422,000 to the end of June last; and in the current half year it is 

proposed to expend £78,100 additional on working stock, so that it would seem that the directors 

expect that there will be additional work to be done.  

The company has in progress a line between Pendleton and Hindley, a loop line from Pemberton, 

and others. So that some additional use must thus arise. As to the locomotive stock, the company 

has expressed the opinion that this part of the expenditure during the past half year was eminently 

necessary. It had previously 842 locomotives and 63 duplicates, and at the end of June there were 

184 locomotives under repair or awaiting repairs. The line is one which the passenger traffic is very 

heavy in proportion to its length, nearly two thirds of the mileage run by trains being of late 

passenger trains. This proportion is likely to be increased, for during the past year or so the L&YR

has increased both the number and the area of the express trains that are run on its lines, and it is 

probable that the tendency will be for it still further to increase them. In that case we must expect 

that when the new locomotive shops it is constructing at Horwich are completed, it will increase 

both the number of its locomotives and probably also the proportion of what may be called 

locomotives for the quick trains. It is certain that the travelling public now asks for a fuller and a 

speedier service than it used to do, and in the popularisation that the L&Y is now undergoing, that 

need will be increasingly met. (Engineer, 14 August 1885, p.128/9) 

Plans for a new station at Middleton by the L&YR have been drawn and building will start shortly. 

(Middleton Albion, 15 August 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new locomotive offices at Horwich; for new platform, 

roofing, and station alterations at Middleton. (Middleton Guardian, 22 August 1885) 
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On Saturday, 22nd. August 1885 the Newton Heath LYR Cricket and Football Club held the fifth 

annual athletic festival on the North Road ground, Newton Heath, being concluded on Monday, 25th. 

(Manchester Guardian, 24 August 1885) 

The final rounds of the Newton Heath LYR Cricket and Football Club six-a-side contest arranged at 

their sports the previous week were played on Saturday, 29th. August 1885. The results were 

Newton Heath LYR 0, Crewe Alexandra 1; Accrington 2, Ten Acres (Newton Heath) 0; Accrington 

beat Crewe Alexandra in the final 1-0 and won the medals. (Manchester Guardian, 31 August 1885)  

September 
Tender of T Riley, £12,459-1s-10d, recommended to be accepted for new locomotive offices at 

Horwich; G Parkinson, £2,199, for alterations and additions to Middleton station. (L&YR Minutes 1 

September 1885) 

Messrs Hetherington & Co. of Manchester, have secured a contract for the erection of twenty large 

overhead travelling cranes that are to be put up in the new workshops that are being built by the 

L&YR at Horwich. (Engineer, 11 September 1885, p.207) 

Each of the new cranes to be supplied by Messrs Hetherington for the L&YR at Horwich is to be 

constructed to lift 30 tons, and to be tested up to 40 tons, and will have a span of 45 feet. One 

speciality is the large introduction of steel into their construction; they are to be made with steel 

girders, steel crab sides, and steel worms, with phosphor bronze worm wheels. In the details of 

their construction there is a very nice arrangement of tumbler bracket for carrying the cross shafts, 

which is worked without any links. There are three speeds of lift, and the lift is perfectly vertical, 

thereby bringing an equal strain upon each of the girders. The cranes are to be driven by 1½ inch 

diameter endless ropes. (Engineer, 18 September 1885, p.229) 

A novelty has been executed at the L&YR Carriage Works in the form of a railway tricycle with four 

seats in front, with springs, etc., so as to allow four drivers to work with their feet the two large 

diameter wheels. It is estimated to attain a speed of twenty miles per hour, and, being fitted with a 

handy brake, can be stopped at any point required by the engineers of the railway company in their 

tours of inspection. There are also two benches, with boxes for tools, etc., underneath, made to 

seat half a dozen platelayers when required. There are also handles at both ends so that three or 

four men could easily lift it off the rails. Hitherto this work has often had to be done with a 

platelayers’ bogie propelled by feet touching the road. It has been made for the Preston and Wyre 

Railway, and while being useful is also ornamental in appearance. (Manchester Courier, 22 

September 1885) 

October 
Brinsop Hall Colliery Siding. The guards of trains which turn back at this colliery, and which have 

wagons to detach at the west end, must leave their brake vans opposite the signalman’s cabin until 

their return from the west end of the sidings. (Working Time Table Western Division, 1 October 

1885) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the extension of the goods warehouse at Shaw. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 October 1885) 

Early on Saturday morning, 3rd. October, an accident occurred between Pendleton and Salford 

stations. A goods train left Bacup shortly before midnight on Friday and on reaching Bedlam Bridge, 

Pendleton, at about 1.00am on Saturday the signals were found to be against the train. Soon after 

stopping a similarly laden train from Cherry Tree dashed into the stationary guards van at the rear 

of the first train. The van and several wagons were lifted from the metals and, falling in various parts 

of the permanent way, both lines were blocked for some hours. (Manchester Courier, 5 October 

1885) 



1880-1889 

712 

Tender of W A Peters & Sons, £12,387, recommended to be accepted for extension of warehouse at 

Shaw; and that of B G Graham, £3,373-14-3d, for Halifax station roof. (L&YR Minutes 13 October 

1885) 

On the 16th August a large part of the ironwork of a new roof of 77ft 6ins span, and of which sixteen 

spans had been erected; fell to the ground at Huddersfield station with fatal results. The principals 

were supported at one end on columns 22ft in height, and at the other end on the station walls. 

Four of them had been erected in the yard of the contractors before being sent away, and had 

withstood the tests. A report to the coroner, Mr W Barstow, has been made by Mr John Waugh, 

CE,  

Bradford […]. .Photographs show the state of the structure after the fall, and of the four tested 

principals erected in the contractors’ yard […]. Some columns seem to have been defective, but 

other than this Mr Waugh can assign no reason for the fall. (Engineer, 16 October 1885, p.302) 

Report of the fall of Huddersfield station roof on Monday, 10th August 1885 made by John Waugh of 

Bradford at the request of the coroner, William Barstow, includes cross section of the roof and the 

pillars. (Engineering, 16 October 1885) 

The L&YR are still experimenting with the electric light for the lighting of their carriages, but will not 

be able to come to any conclusion on the matter in time for the coming winter. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 October 1885) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the construction of a subway at Gashouse level 

crossing near Blackpool Central station. (Manchester Guardian, 17 October 1885) 

The L&YR have commenced work on Middleton station. The booking office will be turned round, as 

it were, to get on the station. After coming up the slip, a passage will be made about where the 

booking office door is now, and in it will be the booking window. The present first class ladies 

waiting room will be a third class ladies waiting room, two additional waiting rooms will be made, 

one a ladies first class room and the other a gentlemen’s room, porter’s room and water closets 

each side. The platforms will be covered with glass roofs from about half way up the slip on each 

side to the extent of the wall. When the station is finished, the present entrance will badly 

compared with it, and our Middleton people, who already know what the station is going to be like, 

would have preferred the booking office where the blank wall now is, at the front of the station. 

They would prefer having a wide arch like entrance at about the centre of the wall, and the booking 

office at one side. (Middleton Albion, 24 October 1885) 

November 
The L&YR opened the Windsor Bridge cattle station on Saturday, 7th November 1885. The station is 

about two hundred yards from the Salford cattle market. (Manchester Guardian, 9 November 1885) 

Report on the construction and fall of the Huddersfield station roof, with diagrams. (Engineer, 13 

November 1885, p.370/1) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations at Turton station. (Manchester Guardian, 21 November 1885) 

December 
Mr John Royle of Manchester has designed for the L&YR Victoria station an ingeniously arranged 

return steam trap for returning to the boiler the water from the steam-heating apparatus. The waste 

water is discharged into an open tank, and from this tank it is raised about 15 feet, and put into the 

boiler by a simple arrangement of steam-moved valves. (Engineer, 11 December 1885, p.463; 17 

December 1885) 
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Tender of Naylor Bros. £2,190, recommended to be accepted for retaining wall and extension of coal 

drops at Berry Brow. (L&YR Minutes 22 December 1885) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the laying of sidings and other lines at Aintree, Liverpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 26 December 1885) 

L&YR secretary reported the Royton branch has been doubled and block working introduced; 16 

sets of electrical repeaters have been fixed to signal arms; 54 telephones have been provided, 

principally in signal cabins to facilitate the working of the traffic. During the current year it is 

proposed to work the North Mersey branch, Liverpool, under the block system. 

L&YR and LNWR Companies. Additional mileage worked on absolute block and permissive systems 

brought into operation during the year 1885.Preston and Longridge line – Maudland new curve, 

Preston, from junction with Lancaster and Carlisle Railway to junction with old line – 19 chains. 

(Signal arrangements, LVIII, c4724, December 31st 1885) 
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1886 
January 

At about 7.30am on Saturday, 16th. January Abraham Fielding, 29, of Heywood was killed as he was 

leaving the steps leading to Heap Bridge Junction signal cabin where he was employed as a 

pointsman. He had worked nights last week and on Saturday morning when he was relieved by the 

day pointsman, he left the cabin with the intent to get upon a luggage train coming from Bury. At the 

bottom of the steps there is a platform and just as he stepped from it a Yorkshire train dashed past 

and knocked him down. (Manchester Courier, 4 January 1886) 

Mr Martin, at his schedule of prices, to lay permanent way in new sidings at Aintree as sub-contractor 

of Holme & King. 

Mr Hunt has arranged with Mr Fish to proceed with the ironwork for roofing Preston Junction station. 

(L&YR Minutes 12 January 1886) 

The erection of the ironwork portion of the new Exchange station, Liverpool, is proceeding with 

rapidity in the hands of Messrs Simpson & Wood, of James Bridge. The work has been going on for 

something like twelve months, and it is anticipated that about the close of March the whole of the 

2,000 tons of ironwork will have been fixed. (Engineer, 15 January 1886, p.43) 

About 2.30am on Saturday morning, 2nd. January, a quick goods train which runs between Fleetwood 

and Goole was approaching Portsmouth station when a coupling broke in the centre of the train and 

wagons were thrown about in all directions blocking both lines of rails. The first portion of the train 

went on for a considerable distance before the driver discovered that anything was amiss. The 

guard, who was in the brake van at the rear of the train, was pitched headlong from one end of the 

van to the other but happily did not receive serious injury and on regaining his feet hurried back 

along the line to the nearest signal cabin […]. A second goods train approaching from the opposite 

direction was brought to a stand only just in time to avoid a collision with the wreckage. 

(Manchester Courier, 18 January 1886) 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £21,543-17-3d, recommended to be accepted for widening line 

between Bedford Place and Sandhills. (L&YR Minutes 26 January 1886) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station and widening the line at 

Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 26 January 1886) 

Mr. Hutchinson, a builder and inspector of works for the LYR, was killed at Bootle station on 

Monday 25th. January when crossing the line. (Manchester Courier, 26 January 1886) 

Messrs Sharp, Stewart are at present executing an order for 40 bogie side tank engines for the L&YR

commencing with No.906; about half are delivered. They are of the same type as those built by 

Kitson, Dubs, and Neilson, 1878-1879, viz. four coupled leading wheels 5 feet 8 inches in diameter, 

and a four wheel trailing bogie, wheels 3 feet in diameter, inside cylinders and inside frames. 

(Engineer, 29 January 1886, p.81) 

February 
Messrs. Monk & Newell, contractors for the Pendleton to Hindley line of the L&YR required two 

steam navvies for excavating work and in April 1885 entrusted the GNR to transport them from 

Boston, Lincs. to Brindle Heath. In consequence of bad loading they were damaged in transit and 

were not delivered until July. The machines were wanted immediately and in order to carry out 

their contract they had to engage a large number of men to do the work by hand. This necessitated 

a large outlay and took considerably more time than would have been the case if they had had the 

machines. They therefore claimed damages of £1,184. The GNR admitted the delay and had paid £50 
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into the court which they considered would cover the loss sustained. The jury found for the 

plaintiffs and awarded damages of £450. (Manchester Courier, 3 February 1886) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th February 1886 in the new offices 

at Hunts Bank. (Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1886) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of fourteen shops and other works in connection therewith 

on the new approach to Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 12 February 1886) 

An agreement has been made by which the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway

undertakes to work both the West Lancashire Railway and the Liverpool, Southport and Preston 

Junction Railway, and to purchase the rolling stock of the West Lancashire Railway at a valuation. 

(Engineer, 12 February 1886, p.127) 

The L&YR has received tenders for the supply of 20,000 tons of steel rail. It is expected that the work 

will be divided between Messrs Charles Cammell & Co and the Barrow Company. (Engineer, 19 

February 1886, p.157) 

Tender of Pearson & Knowles recommended for acceptance for the re-construction of a bridge over 

the river Irwell at Hagside, Bury. (L&YR Minutes 23 February 1886) 

On the L&YR, near Burnley, a goods train had been shunted on to the off line for an express from 

Burnley to pass through, and was on the point of crossing over to the other line when it was run 

into by a luggage train coming in the opposite direction. The signals were against the advancing train, 

and the powerful steam brakes were applied and the engine reversed. These means proved 

ineffectual to stop the train, which dashed down the incline, and thus the collision was brought 

about. The collision is stated to be due to the slippery nature of the rails and the weight of the train, 

which consisted of forty wagons, laden with stones, casks of oil, and other heavy material. He 

drivers escaped injury by leaping from the engines. One of the engines was hurled down the 

embankment, dragging with it a dozen wagons and contents. Part of the line was torn up, and the 

second engine wrecked. The necessity for more effective goods train brakes is here evident 

(Engineer, 26 February 1886, p.163) 

March 
In a report of an accident at Middleton Junction on 14th December 1885, the inspector stated “that 

had the whole of the empty train, and not the engine only, been fitted with the automatic vacuum brake, it is 

possible that the collision would have been prevented, or nearly so”. (Engineer, 12 March 1886, p.205) 

The roofing in connection with the L&YR Exchange station at Liverpool is nearing completion. The 

ironwork is being supplied by a James Bridge firm, as sub-contractors for R Neill & Sons of 

Manchester. When finished, there will be something like 2,000 tons of iron in it. The work includes 

cast iron columns and a great deal of spouting. (Engineer, 12 March 1886, p.205) 

On Thursday, 11th March 1886 the goods shed at Oldham Werneth station was destroyed by fire. 

(Middleton Albion, 13 March 1886) 

At the monthly meeting of the Manchester Joule Club on Wednesday last, 17th March 1886, Mr 

Allott gave a description of the line being constructed by the L&YR between Pendleton and Hindley, 

including the difficulties encountered, notably the under-pinning of the Maypole Hotel, which 

necessitated the removal of the wines and spirits to distant parts of the building owing to the 

vibration of passing trains. (Engineer, 19 March 1886, p.235) 

The ironwork for the L&YR Exchange station at Liverpool is being made by Messrs Simpson & 

Wood, who are the sub-contractors referred to above. (Engineer, 19 March 1886, p.227) 
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The Preston and Wyre Railway is to erect, at Kirkham, a new station to cost over £30,000. It is also 

intended to double the up and down lines from Kirkham to Preston as soon as the operations at the 

former place have been completed. (Engineer, 19 March 1886, p.227) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 20 March 1886) 

On Saturday and Sunday, 13th and 14th March 1886 a large number of men were employed clearing 

away damaged materials by the fire at the L&YR goods shed at Oldham Werneth. Prior to this, walls 

at the Lyon Dam side of the building were pulled down without much difficulty but that remaining 

towards Featherstall Road was not down until Sunday night. Water was poured freely over the 

weekend on the still smoking ruins. (Middleton Albion, 20 March 1886) 

A meeting of engine drivers, firemen, goods guards and pilot shunters was held at the Manchester 

Arms, Manchester, on Sunday, 21st. March, nearly 3,000 men being represented. It was resolved to 

oppose the introduction of the trip system (Piece work) on the L&YR “to the bitter end.”  

(Manchester Courier, 26 March 1886) 

April 
Complaints of mis-rule by Chadderton Local Board included that when the L&YR were re-building 

the station at Middleton Junction they offered to alter the bridge so as to make the lane straight at 

half the cost but the Local Board refused so the railway company proceeded without the alteration 

leaving a very dangerous section of roadway. (Middleton Albion, 10 April 1886) 

The L&YR and the LNWR have, this week, entered an agreement for the interchange of traffic 

between Liverpool and West L&Y to be dealt with at Farington instead of Preston, with new sidings 

being laid down on the old curve between Farington and Lostock Hall. (Manchester Guardian, 15 

April 1886) 

A meeting of railway employees was held in the Assembly-room of the Free Trade Hall, Manchester, 

yesterday, Sunday 18th. April, for the purpose of taking some action with reference to the proposal 

of the L&YR to the introduction of the trip system (Piece work). It was said that railway servants 

should be associated for the protection of their rights, for the directors and shareholders were not 

always anxious for the welfare of their employees as they were for making large dividends. It was 

hoped that the meeting would give a stimulus towards the association of railway servants, for until 

they got a very large number of men in their society they would be incapable of effecting that which 

they required. The trip system, as proposed by the LYR, was most unfair as a man on piece work on 

the railway had to contend with blocks, delays, and atmospheric conditions over which he had no 

control. The introduction of the system was solely for the purpose of extracting as much work as 

possible out of the men for the smallest modicum of pay. It was said that the directors’ reasons for 

doing this was that officials would be in a better position to ascertain where delays were. However, 

as every train was booked at every signal cabin it passed it was not obvious as how the trip system 

could improve on that method. (Manchester Courier, 19 April 1886) 

The tender of T Piggott, £5,200, accepted for gas works at Horwich. (L&YR Minutes 21 April 1886) 

The alterations at Middleton station are almost complete. (Middleton Albion, 24 April 1886) 

Since the intention of the L&YR Company to introduce new and extensive works into this township 

(of Horwich) for the relief of the overcrowded locomotive erecting shops and sheltering sheds at 

Miles Platting, was first mooted, the quiet little village has developed by leaps and bounds. Rapid 

progress has been made with the works. Messrs Fish, of Preston, had the contract for the carriage 

sheds, and no fewer than six of these have been completed, two or three of them being in use for 

storage purposes. Each of the sheds is 200 or 300 feet long, and shelters are provided for 300 

carriages. All the structures are of corrugated iron, with semi-circular roofs, and they present quite 
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an imposing appearance. The locomotive erecting shops, the contract for which was placed in the 

hands of Mr Meadows, of Stockport, are also in a fair way for completion. The structure will be 

1,520 feet long by 115 feet wide and 30 feet high. There will also be erected some twenty 30 ton 

travelling cranes, which are now being constructed at the extensive works of Messrs Etherington of 

this city. These alone are estimated to cost £18,000 or £20,000, and delivery of the ponderous 

cranes is expected to commence almost immediately. A splendid range of offices, with a frontage of 

330 feet to Chorley New Road, is also in course of erection for the Company by Mr Riley of 

Fleetwood.  

The rapid development of the village has compelled the Local Board to almost double its water 

supply, and an application has been made to the Local Government Board to sanction the borrowing 

necessary for the carrying out of this undertaking. The authorities have also been compelled to take 

in hand a thorough system of sewage disposal, and they have just appointed Mr James Lomax, 

surveyor and architect, of Bolton, the engineer for carrying out of the scheme the system adopted 

being that known as Mr Lomax’s quiescent precipitation principle, which has already been carried 

out with most satisfactory results in various towns […]. 

The estimated cost of this scheme is £10,000. Already the rates of the township have increased by 

six pence in the pound, and there is a prospect of a still further advance. (Manchester Guardian, 26 

April 1886) 

Improved wagon hand brake patented by Mr Morton of the L&YR wagon department. (Engineer, 30 

April 1886, p.346) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for puddling the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal and building face and 

retaining walls between Foggs Colliery and Top-o’-th’-Lodge, Farnworth. (Manchester Guardian, 1 

May 1886) 

Rapid progress is being made with these extensive works, in course of construction by the L&YR

Company to relieve the great pressure at their large establishments in Miles Platting. Two thirds of 

the locomotive erecting shops have now been completed, and the building will be 1520 feet long by 

115 feet wide, and 30 feet high, and will be furnished with a score of traveling cranes, each of 30 ton 

lifting power. The contracts for these has been let to Messrs. Etherington of Manchester, at an 

estimated cost of £18000 and the delivery of the cranes is expected to commence almost 

immediately. Mr. Meadows of Stockport is the contractor for the locomotive works. Half a dozen 

exceedingly large carriage sheds, of corrugated iron, with semicircular roofs, have been erected by 

Messrs. Fish of Preston; and Mr. Riley of Fleetwood, is engaged in the construction of a large range 

of offices for the Company. These will have a frontage to the highway of 350 feet. Since the railway 

company commenced to lay down their works here, the quiet little village has developed by leaps 

and bounds, rows upon rows of house and shop property springing up in all parts of the township. 

To meet the demand the Local Board are now about to largely increase their water supply; and they 

are also engaged in an extensive sewerage scheme the cost of which is estimated at £10,000.  (The 

Builder, 1 May 1886) 

Tender of Naylor Bros. £7,573-19-0d, recommenced to be accepted for widening of the Medlock 

viaduct, Clayton Bridge, since J D Nowell will not reduce his figure. (L&YR Minutes 25 May 1886) 

Tender of G Parkinson, £6,683-12-0d, to be accepted for widening Clayton Bridge viaduct. (L&YR

Minutes 26 May 1886) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of locomotive workshops at Horwich. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 May 1886) 
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June 
The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the construction of a viaduct and approaches over 

the railway at Kirkham. (Manchester Guardian, 1 June 1886) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £27,540, recommended to be accepted for buildings, etc. at Horwich 

works. (L&YR Minutes 9 June 1886) 

L&YR exhibits at the Liverpool exhibition. (11 June 1886, p.453/4/5) 

Description and illustration of 4-4-0 locomotive and six wheel bogie carriage. (Engineer, 11 June 

1886) 

The L&YR invite tenders for forty parachute water columns; for painting stations. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 June 1886) 

There has been some sort of movement amongst the men employed at the locomotive shops of the 

L&YR at Horwich to secure, if possible, a return of the 10% which was taken off their wages a short 

time back. The men were requested to work overtime, and this being against the decision come to 

when the reduction in wages was made, that no overtime should be worked at the reduced rate of 

wages, a meeting was held, and by a large majority it was decided not to work the overtime 

requested by the company unless the ten per cent reduction in wages were returned. As a counter 

move to this the company has posted notices that after 24th June 1886 the men will be put on five 

days a week. (Engineer, 18 June 1886, p.492) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a station at Hindley. (Manchester Guardian, 26 June 1886) 

July 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Aintree, Liverpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 July 1886) 

In a report concerning the Moss Lane diversion it is stated that what the L&YR intend doing and 

what the Whitefield Local Board request the use of 7 inch setts instead of 6 inch setts as planned. 

(Middleton Guardian, 10 July 1886) 

Tender of H M Nowell, £16,600, recommended to be accepted for new engine shed at Aintree, subject 

to Mr Hunt being satisfied as to the correctness of the tender and as to Mr Nowell being able to carry 

out the work. (L&YR Minutes 13 July 1886) 

The refusal of the men at the L&YR works, at Horwich, to work overtime unless they were put back 

again on the rate of wages ruling prior to the late reduction has resulted in the workmen being put 

on five days a week. They could have obtained permission of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers 

to cease work, and would have come out on strike, but the trades union societies have no funds to 

waste on reckless and unjustifiable disputes of this description. (Engineer, 16 July 1886, p.59) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a road at Horwich. (Manchester Guardian, 17 July 

1886) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Blackpool Central. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 July 1886) 

Mr J A F Aspinall, of the Inchicore Works, has been appointed chief mechanical engineer of the 

L&YR. It appears that the company intends to increase its works, so as to add to its own power of 

self-supply of materials and rolling stock, and the new shops at Horwich are very extensive. These 

works will probably equal any in the kingdom, and this title “Locomotive Superintendent” does not 
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cover the comprehensive duties of the chief of the mechanical operations of a large concern 

(Engineer, 23 July 1886, p.72) 

The railway part of the prosperity of Middleton was illustrated when the district was incorporated 

by the traffic returns; 

Year Tons dealt with at 
the goods station 

Passengers booked 
at Middleton station 

Population

1861 30,402 233,733 14,480
1871 70,970 355,956 14,585
1881 127,734 406,847 18,953
1884 128,578 456,968
Of a rateable value of £55,019 at the time of the Government inquiry the railway share was £3,597. 

(Middleton Guardian, 24 July 1886) 

Tender of T White, £3,070-10-0d, recommended to be accepted for formation of Victoria Road, 

Horwich. Also that of C Hindle, £1,876-5-10d, for work in strengthening three arches of Whalley 

viaduct. (L&YR Minutes 27 July 1886) 

Necessary work to be carried out for removal of Wigan Coal and Iron Company’s traffic from High 

Level, Great Howard Street, Liverpool, to Kirkdale, estimated cost £2,900. The Wigan Coal and Iron 

Company to pay £100 per annum for twenty one years. (L&YR Minutes 28 July 1886) 

August 
The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th August 1886. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 August 1886) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the diversion of the canal at Windsor Bridge, Salford; for the erection of 

stations at Pendleton, Pendlebury and Swinton. (Manchester Guardian, 13 August 1886) 

The cricket and football club in connection with the L&YR at Newton Heath held its 6th annual 

athletic festival on Saturday, 21st. August 1886. The attendance numbered between 3,000 and 4,000 

and as the number of competitors was large the racing was highly interesting. In the youth’s race no 

less than 111 took part. The sports will be continued today, Monday, 23rd. August. (Manchester 

Courier, 23 August 1886) 

September 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a fork line at Horwich. (Manchester Guardian, 4 

September 1886) 

The fine passenger station in course of erection at Blackburn, for the LYR, by Messrs. Robert Neill & 

Sons, of Manchester, is now sufficiently advanced to allow the offices to be used, and the booking 

clerks, etc., were removed to their new quarters yesterday, Sunday, 12th September. The booking 

hall is said to be the finest in the country, with the exception of that at Euston station, London, being 

77 feet long by 60 feet broad. (Manchester Courier, 13 September 1886) 

A singular accident occurred on Saturday, 11th. September at Brockholes Junction. The noon train 

from Huddersfield to Holmfirth had brought two 3rd. class carriages for use on the Clayton West 

branch line. On being detached these carriages started back in the direction of Huddersfield, 

gathering way as they descended a somewhat steep incline. Fortunately there was only one 

passenger in the carriages, Mr. Watts, a railway clerk, who got out without injury. All attempts to 

stop the carriages failed, and they dashed through Honley station at a high rate of speed, but at 

Berry Brow they were turned into a siding, and they ran into some wagons, doing considerable 

damage. (Manchester Courier, 13 September 1886)  
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Tender of M W Walmersley & Co. £3,835-15-2d, recommended to be accepted for fork line at 

Horwich, provided they will carry out the work in four months subject to penalties. If they decline, 

recommended to accept that of J D Nowell provided he will agree to 7½% discount instead of 2½%, 

and complete in four months. Also the tender of J D Nowell, £700, for repairs to Cock Robin Bridge, 

Pendleton. (L&YR Minutes 14 September 1886) 

The tender of E Taylor, £9,965, recommended for acceptance for stations at Swinton, Pendlebury and 

Pendleton. 

The second half of Exchange station, Liverpool, estimate £60,000, to be let to R Neill & Sons. (L&YR

Minutes 15 September 1886 

The L&YR and the LNWR invite tenders for additional roofing, new platform and alteration of 

existing platforms at Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 21 September 1886) 

At the funeral of William Lord, foreman gas fitter and plumber, employed by the L&YR for over 

twenty years, on Tuesday, 21st September 1886, between 600 and 700 employees of the company 

attended. At the service held at All Saints church, Newton Heath, the L&YR Carriage Works Choir 

assisted that of the church. (Middleton Albion, 25 September 1886)   

October 
Messrs Collier & Co. of Manchester are completing a couple of locomotive traversers for the 

erecting shops of the new works now being built at Horwich by the L&YR. Each traverser is 15 feet 

6 inches wide, and 28 feet 8 inches long, and sufficiently strong to carry a locomotive 52 tons in 

weight. The weight of the locomotive is supported by four wheels with double flanged steel tyres, 

four wheels without flanges, and four steel rollers, so that there are twelve rolling bearings to 

support the weight, and the bearings of all the wheels and rollers run in gun metal bushes. The 

power for driving the traverser is transmitted from the line shafting to a chain barrel, with a worm 

groove cut from the solid, which is placed in the centre of the traverser bed; the chain on this barrel 

as it wraps off at one end wraps on at the other, so that the barrel is always full of chain, and it 

provides a travel for the traverser of 130 feet. (Engineer, 1 October 1886, p.265) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations and additions to Radcliffe Bridge station; for the widening of 

two bridges near Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 2 October 1886) 

Letter complaining that there is only one waiting room at Middleton station […] “we should have 

some accommodation on the arrival platform if only locked up the same as on the departure platform…the 

chairman…would…see to the waiting room being unlocked and fitted up as they ought to be…seeing they 

have been out of the contractors hands some six months”. (Middleton Albion, 9 October 1886) 

The two great railway companies who own the steamers running between Fleetwood and Belfast 

are evidently determined to make that route attractive as possible to travellers to and from the 

north of Ireland. They have now added to their already strong fleet a boat named after the first 

steamer used on the station – the Prince of Wales. She is a paddle steamer, and has been built and 

engineered by the Barrow Ship Building Company, from the designs of W G Ramsden, consulting 

engineer to the LNWR and L&YR Companies. Her length is 307 feet between perpendiculars, her 

moulded breadth is 35 feet, and she is 23 feet deep. The last new boat on the station, the Earl of 

Ulster, is 32 feet shorter than the new boat, and also five feet less breadth of beam. The Prince of 

Wales has accommodation for 164 saloon and 700 third class passengers, and has besides room for a 

larger quantity of cargo. All the space set apart for passengers is lighted by electricity, and the 

engineers’ rooms and boiler rooms are furnished with the same light. The vessel is fitted with 

diagonal oscillating engines, capable of working up to 3,500 hp, and it is expected that she will do the 

journey each way in 7½ hours, or an hour and a half less than is taken by the boats at present 

running. The fittings in the saloons and cabins are of the most elaborate kind, and everything 
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possible has been done for the comfort of travellers. On Saturday the new steamer took many of 

the officials of the two companies and others who had been engaged in her construction on a short 

cruise. She was under the command of Captain Cross and left Fleetwood shortly before twelve, 

going in the direction of Morecambe Bay light ship. Thence she steamed southwards for some 

distance, returning afterwards to the lightship, and then to Fleetwood. The entire distance covered 

was about seventy miles. At one portion of the journey her engines were making twenty seven 

revolutions per minute, giving a speed of about 15 knots per hour. It is expected, however, that 

when she has made one or two trips her engines will work up to thirty two revolutions, or a speed 

of 17 knots […]. 

At the luncheon on board Captain G J Armitage, deputy chairman of the L&YR proposed “Success to 

the vessel and to the line”. (Manchester Guardian, 11 October 1886) 

Tender of T Riley, £2,590-7-6d, recommended to be accepted for widening of Hanley Street Bridge, 

Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 12 October 1886) 

Tender of H M Nowell, £5,224-19-11d, to be accepted for widening bridge under Westminster Road, 

Kirkdale, provided he will agree to the work being stopped at any time on his being paid for what 

actually done. If he will not, Mr Hunt to carry out the work with the Company’s men. (L&YR Minutes 

13 October 1886) 

Report of an accident at Bolton on 12th October between a cattle train and a goods train. 

(Manchester Courier, 13 October 1886) 

Report of portable railway sleeper machinery, with illustrations, constructed by Messrs Thomas 

Robinson & Son, of Rochdale. [No reference to the L&YR but the illustrated vehicles has the L&YR

illiterate symbols.] (Engineering, 15 October 1886) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the erection of a new station at Kirkham. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 October 1886) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of an additional arch under Lever Street, Bolton; for the 

erection of new stables at Burnley. (Manchester Guardian, 16 October 1886) 

BoT report on an accident at Todmorden on 8th October. (Manchester Courier, 16 October 1886) 

Newton Heath LYR. Secretary, J N Price, 71 Briscoe Lane, Newton Heath. This club is composed of 

about 200 members, a third of which are either cricket or football players. It has just had a serious 

loss through the death of the hon. financial secretary, Mr. William Lord. The prospects for the 

season are good, and although some of last year’s players have retired, viz. J Stanton, J Watkins, and 

W Siddons, there are some other good players joined to fill their places. The ground is still 

undergoing improvements and will in twelve months’ time be undoubtedly the best in the district. 

The Newton Heath Club hope to still keep their position in the Manchester district, and when the 

local cup ties come on train to be in the front. (Manchester Courier, 18 October 1886) 

Tender of J Byrom, £2,530-15-6d, recommended to be accepted for additional arch under Lever 

Street, Bolton. (L&YR Minutes 26 October 1886) 

Report, description and illustrations of a portable sleeper preparing machinery devised by John 

Ramsbottom for use on the L&YR and constructed under his superintendence by Messrs Thomas 

Robinson and Sons of Rochdale. (Engineer, 29 October 1886, p.348, 353) 

In reporting up a collision at Berry Brow, near Huddersfield, on the L&YR, Major General 

Hutchinson says:- “This collision was the result of a  dangerous mode of working at Brockholes station, 

which is situate on a gradient falling towards Huddersfield at 1 in 100,” and he describes what he 
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considers the proper mode of proceeding would have been under circumstances which led to the 

collision, but he concluded by saying:- “Nor would the collision have occurred had the runaway vehicles, 

like the rest of the train to which they had been attached, been provided with automatic brake appliances, as 

the brakes could then have been applied before they had been uncoupled from the train. The L&Y 

Company have, however, been making good progress in fitting their rolling stock with automatic brake 

appliances. During the six months ending 30th June 1886 the L&YR had so fitted 44 engines and 331 

vehicles making the total thus fitted at that date of 309 engines and 1,328 vehicles. In addition to this they 

have a large number of vehicles still fitted with Fay’s or Newall’s continuous-mechanical breaks.” (Engineer, 

29 October 1886, p.343) 

1886. According to a recent report, the following are the number of vehicles fitted with each 

description of the continuous brakes, the percentage so fitted in use, and the percentage of miles 

run by trains so fitted:- 

Vehicles Fitted Percentage of 
vehicles 

Percentage of Miles 
Run 

Clark’s chain and 
Clark & Webb’s 

2,516 5 4

Fay’s, Newall’s & Fay 
& Newall’s 

1,609 3 1

Smith’s vacuum 5,923 11 17
Vacuum 3,069 7 10
Automatic vacuum 6,000 13 17
Vacuum automatic 3,318 6 4
Westinghouse 
automatic 

11,203 22 24

The percentage of miles run by the Fay and Newall’s is exclusive of the L&Y and some minor railway 

companies’ train mileage, which could not be supplied. (Engineer, 29 October 1886, p.343) 

November 
Board recommended to sanction additional platform, without buildings, at the east side of Marsh Lane 

station by Dransfield & Smith at their schedule of prices, estimated cost £3,000. (L&YR Minutes 9 

November 1886) 

On Saturday night, 13th November, Whalley viaduct, containing 48 arches, on the LYR, subsided 18 

inches. The subsidence was discovered after the Scotch express had passed over. Yesterday the 

whole of the northern traffic was diverted through Burnley. Recently the viaduct was repaired at a 

cost of £14,000. (Manchester Courier, 15 November 1886) 

On Saturday night, Whalley viaduct, embracing forty eight arches, on the L&YR, subsided, it is 

reported eighteen inches. The subsidence was discovered after the Scotch express had passed over. 

On Monday the whole of the northern traffic was diverted through Burnley. Recently the viaduct 

was repaired at a cost of £14,000. The viaduct spans the river Calder, the banks of which are of a 

treacherous nature. The head officials of the L&YR Company yesterday visited the scene of the 

occurrence, and a further disastrous development of the event is expected. (Engineer, 19 November 

1886, p.403) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of Lower Hollin Bank Bridge and the erection of a 

retaining wall at Blackburn; for the erection of a wall between Oldham Road and the canal at 

Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 27 November 1886) 

BoT report of the accident at Bolton on 12th October. (Manchester Courier, 30 November 1886) 
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December 
The tender of W Carr, £1,570-15-6d, recommended to be accepted for reconstruction of Lower Hollin 

Bank Street Bridge and a retaining wall at Blackburn. (L&YR Minutes 7 December 1886) 

J D Nowell account received for work done at Victoria station, Manchester, £770, balance of 

retentions not due until August 1887, to be paid at discount of 4%. (L&YR Minutes 8 December 1886) 

The L&YR invite tenders for making a connecting line at Bolton; for the erection of a goods 

warehouse at Oldham Werneth. (Manchester Guardian, 11 December 1886) 

Long report of the opening of Exchange Station, Liverpool. (Manchester Courier, 13 December 

1886) 

On Saturday, 11th December 1886 a train from Manchester, conveying the directors and principal 

officers of the company, entered the new station which the L&YR Company are building in 

Tithebarn Street, Liverpool, and which, when completed will be one of the most spacious and 

excellently arranged in the country. The occasion was one of peculiar interest to the Company, 

which has vast interests in Liverpool, and has had for many years to contend against great difficulties 

arising from the inadequate accommodation at its principal station in the city. The Exchange station, 

which was opened yesterday, Sunday, 12th December 1886, will not be completed until about two 

years hence, but enough has been done to effect an enormous improvement in the conditions under 

which the traffic can be carried on. The “old” station was situated at a considerable elevation above 

street level, and the flights of steps which interposed between the platforms and the street 

constituted a serious hindrance.  

The station itself was of a gloomy and antique appearance, in strong contrast to the lofty and well 

lighted buildings, or blocks of buildings, which have taken its place. It is related that in 1850, when 

the station was being built, some timorous shareholders suggested that the whole of it could never 

be required for passenger traffic, and that it would be well to set aside a part for goods. The 

engineer, W Dodds, replied that they would find before very long that the station was much too 

small for the passenger work; and the prediction was verified in a startlingly short time.  

It is interesting to note a few particulars with regard to the growth and development of the line and 

traffic as regards Liverpool. The Liverpool and Bury line was inspected by Captain Wynne, of the 

Board of trade, on the 11th of November 1848. It must here be noted that the terminus of the line 

was then at Love Lane, near to the point where the junction from the old main line to the new 

station has been made. The line was opened on the 17th November 1848 by the directors and it was 

opened to the public traffic three days afterwards. In the year 1855 the Liverpool, Crosby and 

Southport Railway, which was a separate undertaking, was purchased by the L&YR Company. The 

purchase of this line and the improved working resulted in opening out a new residential district, 

and gave railway facilities to the outlying northern suburbs of Liverpool which had not previously 

existed.  

The L&Y and East Lancashire Companies were amalgamated in August 1859, and on reference to a 

timetable for September of that year we find that twenty six passenger trains were timed to arrive 

at and depart from Tithebarn Street station, which had been erected at the joint expense of the L&Y 

and East Lancashire Companies, and opened for traffic on 1st May 1850. The designs for that building 

were prepared by Mr Hawkshaw, now Sir John Hawkshaw, the Company’s engineer. The 

contractors were George Thomson and Company of Liverpool. Two platforms for the arrival and 

the departure of trains had only been provided. The number of trains at present arriving and 

departing from Exchange station amounts to 216 in the twenty four hours, and the necessity for 

additional accommodation for so large an amount of traffic is therefore apparent.  
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However, although only one half of the new station will be available for use for some time to come; 

yet that part which was opened yesterday affords quite as much accommodation as the old station 

altogether, and there will be a considerable advantage derived in the working of the trains in and out 

by reason of there being a much better arrangement of lines to work upon. Four platforms, each 

255 yards in length, will be available for use. The new station has a very handsome frontage to 

Tithebarn Street and Bixteth Street, and is built in stone and granite in the Italian style of 

architecture. The offices, waiting rooms, refreshment rooms, are set back from Tithebarn Street 

about forty two yards. The approaches to the platforms from Tithebarn Street and Bixteth Street 

are on extremely gentle gradients. The platforms at the Pall Mall end of the building are practically 

level with the street.  

The object of the Company in making these arrangements has been to make the platforms as easy of 

access as possible from the main thoroughfares, the steep inclines and steps having always been 

considered a very objectionable feature in the arrangements of the old station. The total area of land 

devoted to be buildings is about 3,400 superficial yards. The main frontage to Tithebarn Street will 

contain the entrance to the hotel; also a row of fifteen shops abutting up to the street. Two 

passenger entrances, fifteen and twenty feet wide respectively, are made from Bixteth Street and 

there are cab entrances and exits from Pall Mall; there is also a main carriageway facing Moorfields. 

This portion of the building, as seen from Dale Street, presents a very imposing feature in the 

elevation of the building. A clock with three dials, manufactured by T R Russell, of Church Street, is 

placed on the building facing Moorfields, and will easily be seen from all the thoroughfares 

contiguous to the station.  

The station building proper consists of lofty dining rooms, refreshment rooms, waiting rooms, 

lavatory accommodation, and the usual offices required for a railway station of the first class. The 

station, when completed, will have six platforms, each 255 yards in length, with eleven pairs of rails, 

affording accommodation for trains arriving from Manchester main line and the Crosby and 

Southport lines simultaneously, as well as trains departing to these districts, the working being 

controlled by elaborate signalling arrangements connected with two lofty signal cabins, one 

containing 168 and the other 136 signal and point levers. These have been provided and the signal 

arrangements carried out by the Railway Signal Company of Fazakerley.  

The hotel (which is not yet completed) will have an entrance from Tithebarn Street, as well as 

entrances from the passenger approaches and cab landing, and will be provided with all the 

equipment of a modern hotel. On the ground floor there will be the smoke room, billiard room, 

lavatory, and offices, with a handsome hall and staircase leading to the upper floors, on which will be 

situated coffee rooms, drawing rooms, reading and private sitting rooms, also seventy bedrooms. 

The kitchens and cooking department will be on the top floor, and will be provided with all the 

culinary appliances of a first class hotel.  

The buildings have been designed by Henry Skelmerdine, and the engineering works have been 

designed and carried out under the superintendence of William Hunt, CE, engineer in chief to the 

Company; contractors for the work being Robert Neill and Sons, of Manchester. 

The improvement which we have noted at the Liverpool terminus is only part of a general scheme 

which has been in process of execution for some years past, and by which the public no less that the 

L&Y Company, have greatly benefited. The stations at Manchester, Leeds, Halifax, Sowerby Bridge, 

and Preston have all been dealt with, and in each case the object has been to replace old and 

incommodious stations and warehouses by buildings worthy of the importance of the company. The 

work now in progress in Liverpool has a direct interest for Manchester, from the fact that the new 

station may at no distant day, when the line through Pendleton to Swinton is completed, be the 

terminus of a line which will be a formidable rival in the matter of rapid communication between 

Liverpool and Manchester  with the CLC and the LNW companies. A company which, having its 
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principal station so near the Liverpool Dock Line and the Exchange station is could provide swift 

expresses to Manchester would be able to compete for the traffic on undoubtedly favourable terms.  

A considerable number of gentlemen, including the directors assembled in the dining room of the 

new station on Saturday, 11th December 1886, and celebrated the opening of the building in the 

customary fashion. Mr Armytage, who presided, expressed the thanks of the company to the 

Corporation of Liverpool for the manner in which they had met the efforts of the company to 

improve the station accommodation. (Manchester Guardian, 13 December 1886) 

Steam heating at Victoria station. (Engineer, 17 December 1886, p.493) 

On Wednesday, 15th December 1886 a coal train was derailed at Crumpsall. The train, from 

Kearsley to Crumpsall, consisted of two engines and forty six wagons with a third engine assisting at 

the rear. (Middleton Guardian, 18 December 1886) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £18,359-0-4d, recommended to be accepted for weigh office, boundary wall, 

entrance gate, warehouse and shed at Oldham Werneth; also that of M W Walmersley, £5,987-19-9d, 

for connecting line at Bolton. (L&YR Minutes 21 December 1886) 

Tender of H M Nowell, £7,221-1-0d, to be accepted for connecting line at Bolton, Mr Nowell allowed 

£1,221-1-0d for old materials. (L&YR Minutes 22 December 1886) 

Description and illustration of signals by the Railway Signal Co. Fazakerley as shown at the Liverpool 

Exhibition. (Engineer, 24 December 1886, 508, 512/3) 

The fine new approach to Victoria station from the Corporation Street side has proved exceedingly 

convenient to the many thousands of persons who regularly travel on the LYR. A number of shops 

have been erected on the side facing the offices of the company, and they import a bright and 

cheerful aspect to the road. (Manchester Courier, 26 December 1886) 

L&YR secretary states that the following works have been carried out during the past year, viz; in 

the month of May, block working was introduced on the North Mersey branch, Liverpool; and 33 

sets of electrical repeaters have been fixed to repeat the action of signal arms; and 14 telephone 

instruments, principally in signal cabins, to facilitate the working of the traffic at various places. 

During the current year it is proposed to provide block working on the new railway between 

Pendleton and Swinton. (Signal arrangements, LXXII, c5017, December 31st 1886)
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1887 
January 

Of late several decided improvement have been carried out by the L&YR. After the new cattle 

station was opened near Windsor Bridge, Salford, last year a new line from Pendleton to Hindley 

was commenced which joins the main line near Windsor Bridge along with other crossings. To make 

room for this addition the bridge was taken down and the road widened the Manchester, Bolton and 

Bury Canal also having to be diverted several hundred yards. Upwards of one hundred navvies have 

constantly been employed at this particular spot, sometimes working day and night, the result being 

that in a few weeks the new bridge will be opened. The first station at Pendleton is fast approaching 

completion. It is expected that trains will be run at the later end of February from Manchester to 

Moorside and Wardley, the last of the three new stations in Swinton and Pendlebury Local Boards 

district, when the event will be celebrated by a demonstration at Swinton. (Manchester Guardian, 10 

January 1887) 

In concluding a report on an accident on the L&Y line last October Major General Hutchinson says: 

- “it will be observed that the engine of the cattle train was a tender engine with a screw brake for the 

tender only. In view of the small amount of brake power with which goods, cattle, and mineral trains are 

supplied, it is most desirable that the engines of these trains as well as the tenders should be supplied with 

brakes.” (Engineer, 14 January 1887, p.25) 

A portion of the new Exchange station of the L&YR has just been opened for traffic, and the old 

building is now in course of demolition, previous to the erection of the other half of the new 

premises, When the station is completed it will be one of the largest in the kingdom. It has frontages 

to Tithebarn Street and Bixteth Street, and is built of stone and granite in the Italian style of 

architecture. The approaches to the platforms from Tithebarn Street and Bixteth Street are by easy 

gradients, exhibiting a vast improvement on the approach to the old station by a steep incline and 

numerous steps. The platforms at the Pall Mall end of the building are practically level with the 

street. The total area of land devoted to the building is about 3,400 superficial yards. The main 

frontage to Tithebarn Street will contain the entrance to the hotel; also a row of fifteen shops 

abutting up to the street. Two passenger entrances, 15ft and 20ft, wide respectively are made from 

Bixteth Street, and there are cab entrances and exits from Pall Mall; there is also a main carriage way 

from Moorfields. The station buildings proper consist of lofty dining rooms, refreshment rooms, 

waiting rooms, lavatory accommodation, and the usual offices required for a railway station of the 

first class. The station, when completed, will have six platforms, each 255 yards in length, with eleven 

pairs of rails. The hotel will have an entrance from Tithebarn Street as well as entrances from the 

passenger approaches and cab landing, and will have seventy bedrooms. The buildings have been 

designed by Henry Skelmerdine, and the engineering works have been designed and carried out 

under the supervision of William Hunt, CE, engineer-in-chief to the company; the contractors for 

the work being Robert Neill & Sons , Manchester. (The Builder, 15 January 1887) 

The L&YR has given an order for thirty locomotives to the Vulcan Foundry and during the last few 

days a further order for sixty to Beyer Peacock. A considerable quantity of the materials required 

will, no doubt, be made in the Sheffield district. The first order has been placed at £37-10-0d per 

ton, said to be the lowest ever touched for that class of work, £50 per ton is said to be a moderate 

price in ordinary times. (Engineer, 21 January 1887, p.59) 

Referring to the opening of the Exchange station, Liverpool, erected from the designs of H 

Skelmerdine we are asked to mention that the floors of the hotel and the cab approach in 

connection therewith have been laid with R L Lowe's patent wood block flooring and pavement 

respectively. (The Builder, 22 January 1887) 
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The L&YR inform Rochdale Town Council that it was not intended to proceed with the new station 

until after the next half yearly meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1887) 

February 
Board of trade report of an accident at Bolton station on 12th October 1886. (Railway Engineer, 2-

1887) 

The L&YR have communicated to the Swinton and Pendlebury Local Board that the company have 

no intention of erecting a station between Pendleton and Pendlebury on the new line. (Manchester 

Courier, 5 February 1887) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 16th February 1887. The 

engineers report stated that Mumps new station had been completed. (Manchester Guardian, 9 

February 1887) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 16th February 1887. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 February 1887) 

H M Nowell having made a mistake in his tender for a subway at Walton Junction, the work to be let 

to W Carr for £219-5-6d. (L&YR Minutes 23 February 1887) 

March 
Yesterday, Tuesday, the new booking hall built for the LNWR at the new railway station at 

Blackburn was opened. The commodious station, now in course of erection at a cost of £200,000, is 

rapidly approaching completion. The booking halls at the station are considered the finest in England. 

(Manchester Courier, 2 March 1887)  

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 19 March 1887) 

Tender of H M Nowell, £221-6-0d, recommended to be accepted for extension of stables at Preston 

station. (L&YR Minutes 29 March 1887) 

April 
Railway wheels, their construction and wear. As adopted by the L&YR, illustration. (Railway Engineer, 4-

1887) 

Tender of T Riley, £2,610-18-4d, recommended to be accepted to engine shed at Horwich. (L&YR

Minutes 13 April 1887) 

Tender of T W Meadows, £2,695-18-1d, to be accepted for engine shed at Horwich. (L&YR Minutes 

14 April 1887) 

May 
Description of the new station at Huddersfield. (Railway Engineer, 5-1887) 

J T Tatlow, chief locomotive accountant to the Great Southern and Western Railway, Ireland, to 

take up similar duties on the L&YR. (Railway Engineer, 5-1887) 

“Special Express” goods, fish, cattle and butter trains carry a green light at the foot of the engine 

chimney and a green light over the right hand buffer during the night and an oblong white board 

during the day time. 

Express goods trains will carry by day on the front of the engine a round white board and by night 

two white head lights. 
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Fast goods trains will carry in the day time a white diamond board and one white and one green light 

during the night. 

Cabin “D” at Great Howard Street is closed and a new signal cabin called Exchange Station Junction 

Cabin has been erected on the opposite side of the main line in lieu of it. 

A new signal cabin has been erected at New Hey station near to the Manchester end of the up 

platform, and the old signal cabin is cancelled. 

Westhoughton Goods yard Cabin is cancelled, and a new signal cabin has been erected near the over 

bridge on the down side of the main line, about 200 yards on the Westhoughton side of the previously 

named cabin. 

A new box called Crofton Branch Junction box has been erected and a new junction connecting the 

LY line with the GN line has been put in, about ¾ mile on the Wakefield side of Crofton station. 

The Old Station box at Horwich is cancelled, and in lieu of it a new box has been erected on the up 

side of the line, close to the over bridge. 

Locomotive Works Junction, Horwich; A new signal box has been erected on the up side of the line, 

about ¾ mile from Horwich station. 

The old junction box at Royton Junction is cancelled, and in lieu of it a new box has been erected on 

the up side of the line and about 30 yards from the junction points. 

A new signal box has been erected on the up side of the up main line and about middle of the 

temporary platform at Kirkham, and the old signal box will be taken down. 

An intermediate signal box has been erected on the down side of the main line to Chorley, about 800 

yards on the Chorley side of Lostock Junction. 

A new signal box has been erected on the up side of the line at High Level Junction, North Mersey. 

A new signal box at Seaforth station and a temporary signal box situated between Seaforth and 

Knowsley Road have been opened. 

The Sorting Sidings West Box (Aintree) is closed. 

Bank Hall New Junction Box has been erected on the down side of the line about 100 yards on the 

Southport side of Bank Hall station. 

The East (or fast) lines between Bank Hall station and Seaforth are now in use and Bankfield Goods 

branch has also been opened. A new signal box has been erected at the entrance to the new goods yard 

at Bankfield. 

(Working Time Table, East Lancashire Division, 2 May 1887) 

On the opening day of the Manchester Exhibition on Tuesday, 3rd May 1887 3,854 passengers were 

booked from Middleton station and on Wednesday, 4th May 1,301. No less than 120 people got into 

the guards van on one train. (Middleton Guardian, 7 May 1887) 

The LNWR invite tenders for the construction of a goods station at Chorley and the works in 

connection with it. (Manchester Guardian, 10 May 1887) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the completion of the western approach Moss Lane, Whitefield.

(Manchester Guardian, 14 May 1887) 
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A meeting at Littleborough considered petitioning the L&YR to open a new station on the 

Littleborough side of Summit tunnel. (Manchester Courier, 27 May 1887) 

June 
Report that it was expected that the L&YR will open the line from Pendleton to Swinton for traffic 

on Monday week, 13th June 1887. The timetable shows twenty three trains each way, excluding 

Sunday, and six each way on Sundays. There will be no formal opening ceremony until the whole of 

the line has been constructed. (Manchester Guardian 4 June 1887) 

It is expected that a portion of the line of railway which the L&Y Company is constructing between 

Pendleton and Hindley will be opened for traffic next Monday. That portion is the length between 

Pendleton and Swinton. The timetable shows twenty three trains for each day of the week except 

Sunday. The new branch joins the old line at Windsor Bridge, Salford, and from thence runs 

alongside the permanent way now in use as far as Brindle Heath. There it turns in the direction of 

Swinton, and passes through a tunnel, about 200 yards long, under Bolton Road. After leaving 

Pendlebury station the route to Swinton lies along a cutting.  (Engineer, 10 June 1887, p.463) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a booking office, etc. at Lostock Junction. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 June 1887) 

The Manchester to Swinton line of the L&YR was opened for traffic on Monday, 13th June 1887. 

(Manchester Guardian, 14 June 1887) 

The line between Pendleton and Swinton opened 13th June. (L&YR Minutes 15 June 1887) 

Report of the L&YR capital expenditure during 1886. (Engineering, 24 June 1887) 

Tender of G Parkinson, £84,352, less £4,000, for old materials, recommended to be accepted for 

widening and new passenger station at Rochdale. (L&YR Minutes 29 June 1887) 

July 
Obituary of John Pearson, chairman of the L&YR. (Railway Engineer, 7-1887) 

We understand that the Post Office authorities have closed all the public telegraph offices on the 

LYR. This action has been taken in consequence of a question which has arisen between the Post 

Office and the company as to the amount of commission to be paid to the latter for the work done 

by their servants. There are 38 of these offices scattered all over the L&Y system, and at the 

principal stations, such as Victoria in Manchester, and Tithebarn Street in Liverpool, a great deal of 

inconvenience is being caused, for the senders of telegrams are obliged to take them to the General 

Post Office. Before this peremptory action was taken the railway company applied to the Post Office 

for more time to enable them, if possible, to come to some arrangement, but the Post Office did not 

feel disposed to accede to the request, and ordered the offices to be closed at once. (Manchester 

Courier, 4 July 1887) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new goods warehouse at Halifax. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 July 1887) 

Description and illustration of the L&YR Invalid Saloon Carriage at the Manchester Exhibition. 

(Engineering, 8 July 1887) 

Obituary of J C Craven, who, when with the locomotive department of the L&YR at Miles Platting, 

“showed that the tractive power of locomotives, even on gradients, was considerable, by several trials which 

induced the directors to abandon the use of rope haulage for pulling trains up the incline from the 

Manchester station.” (Engineering, 15 July 1887) 
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Craven Bros. Darnall Carriage and Wagon Works, have an order for wheels from the L&YR. 

(Engineer, 22 July 1887, p81) 

Major General Hutchinson has sanctioned the opening of the line between Hindley Junction and Crow 

Nest Junction, subject to certain requirements. (L&YR Minutes 26 July 1887) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stations at Walkden and Moorside and Wardley. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 July 1887) 

August 
The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th August 1887. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 August 1887) 

The annual athletic festival in connection with the L&YR Cricket and Football Club was commenced 

on Saturday, 20th August, 1887, on the Club Cinder Path, North Road, before an assemblage of 

about 3,000 spectators. The weather was dull and threatening, but fortunately rain held off […]. 

A football contest, under Association rules, six-a-side, was won by W Tait’s team (Newton Heath 

LYR). The sports will be concluded today, Monday. (Manchester Courier, 22 August 1887) 

The annual two days’ fixture under the auspices of the L&YR Cricket and Football Club, Newton 

Heath, was concluded yesterday, 22nd August 1887, on the club cinder path, North Road, before an 

assemblage of about 3,000 spectators. Seven races were decided, to which there were a large 

number of entries […]. The LYR Alexandra Brass Band was in attendance, and played selections 

during the day. (Manchester Courier, 23 August 1887) 

The new junction railway, which has been in course of construction for about two years, and which 

connects the West Lancashire Railway with the Cheshire Lines Extension Railway, was inspected 

on Saturday by Colonel Rich for the Board of Trade. The line has been constructed by C E 

Braddock, contractor, of Southport and Wigan, for the Liverpool, Southport and Preston Junction

Railway Company. The object of the line is to join the two railways alluded to, and so provides a 

through route for passengers from the North to the Midlands and the South.  

At present the country traversed by the lines of the MR, the MS&LR, the GNR, and the CL line, can 

only be reached by passengers from Preston, Blackburn, and most places in East Lancashire and the 

North, not served by the MR, by proceeding to Manchester, and changing from one to the other. 

The inconvenience, difficulty, and loss of time and expense caused by the necessity of changing from 

station to station in Manchester will now be saved, by booking through vice the WLR, the Junction 

line, and the CL Extension. The land surrounding the line is mainly agricultural, and great difficulty 

has, for generations, been experienced in getting the agricultural produce to market. It has been 

carted hitherto to Liverpool or Ormskirk. But now it can be forwarded to any part of the country 

per rail. The line is about seven miles long. It commences about a mile from Hill House station on 

the CL Extension, where it forms a junction with the railway just named. Throughout its course it 

crosses bog, or moss, land, but no really serious difficulty was experienced in the construction until 

the neighbourhood of Southport was reached. A high embankment carries the line to the L&YR, 

over which is passes on a fine viaduct. It then passes under Meols Cop Road, through a bridge which 

in plan is like an immense star fish. The junction with the WLR is effected by two forks, one near 

Hawkshead Street Bridge, and another near Roe Lane Bridge. Trains will thus be able to run into 

Southport, or directly on towards Preston, without trouble. At the Meols Cop Bridge a station, with 

an island platform has been built. Much difficulty was experienced in getting in the foundations for 

the viaduct, which runs over boggy ground, and for which foundations are secured by means of six 

feet cylinders, sunk in some cases 63 feet to a clay bed.  The line will probably be opened for 

passenger traffic on September 1st. It is to be worked for the present by the WLR; Mr Thomas 
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Gilbert, the general manager, is arranging for a good service of trains, which, however, will only run 

to Hill House station on the CL Extension, for the present. (Engineer, 26 August 1887, p.173) 

Description and illustration of the L&YR 4-4-0 passenger engine and tender built by Vulcan. 

(Engineer, 26 August 1887, p.174, 179) 

September 
The principal job now in hand at Messrs De Bergue & Co.’s ironworks in Strangeways, Manchester, 

is the roof of the L&YR Bradford station, consisting of two bays of 100 feet span and 500 feet long. 

A prominent object now at the works is a double shearing machine combined with an invert engine 

– 17 inches diameter cylinders by 12 inch stroke – giving out about 25 horse power at high speed. 

This machine has been made by the company for the new locomotive works of the L&YR at 

Horwich, and will shear heavy puddle bars 20 inches by 2 inches, steel tyres, and even hard steel 

rails, which snap with a report like that of fire-arms. (Engineer, 16 September 1887, p.239) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stations at Atherton and Daisy Hill. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 September 1887) 

Report of the British Association visit to Horwich works, with plans of the works and a cross 

section of the erecting shop building. (Engineer, 23 September 1887, p.246, 248/9) 

An exhibition football match was played in the afternoon of Wednesday, 28th. September on the 

Manchester Jubilee Exhibition athletic ground in the south western park between the Bolton 

Wanderers and Newton Heath. The teams included several prominent players. The local team, 

recruited principally from employees at the L&YR Works, comprised three or four Welsh 

internationals, whilst the “Trotters”, as the Boltonians are familiarly called, were fully representative 

of the well-known Wanderers’ organization. After a few minutes play rain came down in torrents 

driving a large number of the onlookers to shelter […]. Newton Heath were winners by two goals 

to one. (Manchester Courier, 29 September 1887) 

October 
The L&YR invite tenders for alterations to Rawtenstall station. (Manchester Guardian, 1 October 

1887) 

The Lucien mineral oil light being used for lighting large engineering works is making rapid progress. 

The L&YR is having a number of the new lights erected in their workshops, the oil for which will 

have to be forced through pipes for exceptionally long distances. (Engineer, 14 October 1887, p.319) 

November 
Tender of R Neill & Sons, if not over T Riley’s figure of £1,627, to be accepted for Men’s Dining 

Rooms at Gooch Street, Horwich. If not under that sum, Mr Riley’s tender to be accepted; Tender of 

T Riley, £3,140-2-3d, to be accepted for Mechanic’s Institute, Horwich, the rooms to be boarded 

round in lieu of the dado of salt glazed brick. The lavatory to be glazed brick as specification. (L&YR

Minutes 10 November 1887)  

We are informed that the directors of the L&YR Company have accepted the estimate of T W 

Holliwell, Brighouse, to execute the whole of the zinc roofing and glazing on their intended new 

station at Rochdale. The work is to be done on Holliwell's patent system of glazing without putty 

and zinc roofing without external fastenings or solder. The total area is about 81,000 superficial feet 

of glass and 28,800 superficial feet of zinc. (The Builder, 19 November 1887) 

The L&YR name the new station at Moorside on their new line of railway between Pendleton and 

Hindley Moorside and Wardley. (Manchester Evening News, 28 November 1887) 
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December 
There are now close upon 1,000 men employed on the new works of the L&YR at Horwich but 

owing to the lack of suitable houses and the want of employment for the families of the men, fully 

500 of this number continue to spend the week ends at Miles Platting, the seat of the old works, 

whilst others return to Manchester nightly. The locomotive erecting shop, the iron foundry, and the 

smithy are almost in full operation whilst rapid progress is being made with the fitting department, 

the forge, the boiler shop and the stores. A goodly number of men are at present employed in the 

stores and in the paint shop. Land is set apart for a steel foundry, and it is expected that eventually 

waggon works, brass and copper and telegraph departments will follow. The offices are exceedingly 

large, and in connection therewith there is a reading room together with science classes. Plans have 

just been passed for a Mechanics Institute and a café, to be erected on behalf of and at the cost of 

the company. A lending library has been inaugurated for the use of the public generally, and a 

movement is on foot by church people for extending the facilities for public worship. (Manchester 

Evening News, 5 December 1887) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a subway at Greenbank level crossing, Daisyfield.

(Manchester Guardian, 13 December 1887) 

L&YR secretary states that as the Pendleton – Hindley line progresses additional absolute block 

working will be brought into operation; 73 sets of electrical repeaters have been fixed to signal 

arms; 65 telephones have been fixed principally in signal cabins. (Signal arrangements, LXXI, c5389, 

December 31st 1887) 
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1888 
January 

Tables of capital, revenues and expenditure of the L&YR for the half year to 30th June 1886 and 

1887. (Railway News, 7 January 1888) 

It is stated that the LNWR has purchased Anderton Old Hall estate between Horwich and 

Adlington, for the purpose of removing thereto a portion of the extensive works at Crewe. The 

tenants on the estate were informed at the last rent audit that their land would be required at an 

early date. The portion of the works which is contemplated to remove from Crewe is built on 

leasehold land, and this will shortly expire. (Engineer, 13 January 1888, p.28) 

On Thursday, 12th January 1888 an express train ran into a goods train at Hapton station in fog, 

destroying the brake van and several wagons, killing the guard. (Middleton Albion, 21 January 1888) 

February 
The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 15th February 1888. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 February 1888) 

Additional sidings and widening at Hope Street, Salford, to be carried out by Monk & Newell at their 

schedule of prices. (L&YR Minutes 8 February 1888) 

Tender of T Wrigley Jnr £1,013-8-2d, to be accepted for new passenger station at Lostock Hall; also 

his tender, £268-17-9d, for booking office and waiting room at Dixon Fold. (L&YR Minutes 9 

February 1888) 

L&YR directors report. (11 February 1888) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 15th February 1888. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 February 1888) 

The engineer of the L&YR reports that the widening and alterations of levels of the Liverpool, 

Crosby and Southport line are practically completed. The Pemberton – Hindley line will be 

completed towards the end of this year or the beginning of next. The fork line at the north end of 

Bolton station, connecting the Liverpool and Bury line with the Blackburn line at the north end of 

Bolton station is nearly finished (Engineer, 17 February 1888, p.133) 

L&YR meeting report. (18 February 1888) 

The engineer of the L&YR reports that the widening and alterations of levels of the Liverpool, 

Crosby and Southport line are practically completed. The fork line at the north end of Bolton 

station is nearly finished (Engineer, 17 February 1888, p.133) 

Halifax High Level Railway. For more than twenty years merchants and manufacturers have felt the 

necessity of a closer intercommunication between the outskirts with the centre of Halifax; but 

although many schemes have been devised for bringing them closer contact, they all met with 

failures. Recently, however, a company has been formed for the purpose of constructing a railway 

from Holmfield station, on the joint lines of the GN and L&Y Companies, to a terminal station in 

Parkinson Lane, near King’s Cross, Halifax. The object of the railway is to provide a high-level line, 

with goods and passenger stations, at an elevation of about 300 feet above existing stations, in order 

to serve the western portion of Halifax, and place it in direct communication with the GN and L&Y 

systems, thus saving the cost of carting and wear and tear in hauling up steep gradients the greater 

part of the coal and inward traffic of the town. The railway will be about three miles in length. The 

first sod of the new line has been cut. Messrs John Fraser and Sons, Leeds, and Mr Samuel Utley, of 
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Halifax, are the joint engineers; and Messrs Utley and Gray are the surveyors and land agents. 

(Engineering, 17 February 1888, p.167) 

The Preston and Wyre Railway invite tenders for the widening of a portion of the line between 

Preston and Kirkham. (Manchester Guardian, 18 February 1888) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the completion of Ramsbottom and Victoria Roads, Horwich. 

(Manchester Guardian, 18 February 1888) 

Paving of new goods yard, Werneth, to be carried out by T Wrigley Jnr at 4/2d per yard for 

Haslingden setts, estimated cost £2,370. (L&YR Minutes 22 February 1888) 

It is now possible to use two platforms of the second half of Exchange station, (Liverpool). (L&YR

Minutes 23 February 1888) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 25 February 1888) 

March 
We announce with much regret the death of Mr Sturges Meek, late engineer-in-chief of the L&YR. 

Mr Meek had been ill for some time, and his death was not unexpected. He was the youngest son of 

the late Richard Meek, of Dunstall Hall, Staffs. He was born on the 9th April 1816; he died on the 

23rd ult., and was therefore in his 72 year.  

Mr Meek was one of the few veterans of that glorious army of engineers which has done so much to 

enhance the material, and with that the normal, prosperity of not England alone, but of the whole 

world. He was a pupil of George Stephenson, and it is a noteworthy fact that from the age of 17, 

when he went, in 1833, to the London and Birmingham Railway, until a few years ago when he 

retired from the L&YR, he was never without employment – a fact which speaks volumes, not only 

for the ability of the man, but for his tact and the power which he possessed of inspiring others with 

confidence in him. He was early appointed assistant engineer of the L&BR, and remained with 

Stephenson until it was completed. 

He next found employment on a portion of what is now known as the GN system, and was 

stationed at Newton-on-Ouse. In 1841, he was appointed, through Mr Locke, engineer, to a section 

of the Paris and Rouen line at the Rouen end. On the completion of this line, which was carried out 

almost wholly by English engineers and contractors, he received an influential post connected with 

the laying out of the GN line by Mr Locke, in 1844. While in Rouen, he made the acquaintance of 

Miss Josephine Hownam, daughter of the late Captain Hownam, and the young people were married 

in 1845. However, before this, Mr Locke and the GN Company had a serious difference of opinion, 

and he resigned his position. The company wanted to retain Mr Meek’s service, but he declined to 

leave his chief, and Mr Locke shortly afterwards sent him to Holland in connection with the Dutch 

Rhenish Railway. 

Still remaining with Mr Locke, he subsequently did a great deal of miscellaneous work for that 

gentleman, laying out a number of new lines in the south of England, especially about Goodwood and 

Andover. His next duty was to get up plans for Parliament for the Derby and Crewe line and other 

schemes with Mr Locke, which line he passed in 1846. The Derby and Crewe line was bought the 

same year by what is now known as the MR Company. The Mr Locke wished Mr Meek to come 

north, and appointed him in the autumn of 1846 to the Liverpool and Preston line through 

Ormskirk. Mr Meek carried out the entire works of this road, with Mr Mackensie as contractor. He 

then became connected with the East Lancashire line, and 1853 was appointed engineer to the L&Y, 

which eventually drew in the East Lancashire, Mr Meek remaining engineer for both. It may well do 

to add that he made permanent way a special study, and had great influence on this particular 
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subject. For years he had the whole responsibility of the maintenance of the line, permanent way, 

new constructions, new lines, and parliamentary work. 

Mr Meek possessed qualities which endeared him to a large circle of friends and acquaintances. He 

was pre-eminently an honest man; nothing was permitted in his conduct which might even seem to 

compromise the value of his testimony, the expression of his opinions as the result of conviction, or 

influence his judgement in the discharge of his duties. Many anecdotes might be told in illustration of 

this. On one occasion a gold watch was sent as a present to one of his sons, for an evident purpose. 

The watch was instantly returned. He deserved and enjoyed universal confidence as an arbitrator. 

Trust in his judgement and his justice led both parties to say, “What Mr Meek affirms is right.” In his 

position as engineer he had constantly to give decisions on points in dispute between directors and 

contractors, and it speaks highly for the man that these decisions were invariably accepted as the 

honest expression of the convictions of one who would never accept in any shape or form a 

douceur or honorarium. To Sturges Meek all such things were bribes, and he was incorruptible. 

His remains were laid in the family vault at Prestwich church on Saturday afternoon. Mr Meek died 

at Dunstall Lodge, Kensington, and the body was conveyed by rail to Manchester, whence it was 

taken to the grave in an open hearse, followed by a very large number of members of the profession, 

relatives, and friends. 

In Mr Sturges Meek to profession has lost a man who could be ill-spared. It is something to know 

that he has left behind him a name to which the present and future engineers may point with pride. 

The example set by which such a man can be productive of nothing but good. He elevated the 

reputation of his profession, and nothing higher can easily be said of any one. (Engineer, 2 March 

1888, p.181) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of the bridge carrying Junction Street over the railway, 

the construction of a new footbridge, alterations to the platform, and erection of a booking office, 

waiting rooms, etc. at Burnley Barracks. (Manchester Guardian, 2 March 1888) 

The booking office, waiting room and about thirty yards of platform at Bescar Lane were destroyed 

by fire on Sunday, 4th March 1888. (Manchester Guardian, 5 March 1888) 

Tender of M W Walmersley & Co. £3,278-7-1d, accepted for the reconstruction of a bridge, new 

footbridge, booking office, and platform alterations at Burnley Barracks. (L&YR Minutes 15 March 

1888) 

Messrs De Bergue & Co. of Manchester, are constructing about forty bridges for the L&Y line to 

Pemberton and they are just now putting together at the works a lattice girder bridge with a span of 

147 feet which is to cross the LNW  Springs Branch colliery line. (Engineer, 23 March 1888, p.235) 

Report of the West Lancashire Railway and the Liverpool, Southport and Preston Junction Railway 

meetings. (Railway News, 24 March 1888) 

The contract for the widening of the Preston & Wyre Railway from Preston to Kirkham with the 

view of relieving the very heavy summer traffic to Blackpool, Lytham, and other places, has been let 

to Mr. T Riley of Fleetwood. The amount of the contract is over £140,000 including permanent way. 

The work will be commenced at once, and will extend over two years. (Manchester Evening News, 

26 March 1888) 

The closing of the L&YR locomotive works and the Sharp Stewart removal from Manchester has 

thrown a large number of Amalgamated Society of Engineers’ members on the books for out-of-

work support. (Engineer, 30 March 1888, p.267; Manchester Courier, 13 April 1888) 
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April 
The L&YR invite tenders for an extension of arches and alterations required at Salford passenger 

station. (Manchester Guardian, 3 April 1888) 

The Board of Trade is to be asked whether attention had been called to the absence of subways or 

bridges at Todmorden where an  average of 1,000 persons per day are compelled to cross the lines 

on the level and whether in regard to the protracted delay of the L&YR in carrying out the promised 

improvements. (Manchester Evening News, 6 April 1888) 

Monk & Newell to carry out excavation for extension of sidings at Hope Street, Salford.  

Mr Aspinall to arrange for the removal of the telegraph poles to enable the contractors to start the 

widening of the Preston and Wyre line at once. (L&YR Minutes 11 April 1888) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £11,395, to be accepted for extension of arches and alterations at Salford 

station. (L&YR Minutes 12 April 1888) 

The L&YR is fitting 941 passenger coaches with Pope’s gas light and has ordered two sets of gas 

plant complete, to produce the requisite gas. (Engineer, 13 April 1888, p.295) 

April 23rd. At the new railway works of the L&YR at Horwich there are now fully 2,500 men and 

boys employed most of these having been imported from the old locomotive works at Miles Platting. 

This number is expected to be largely augmented ere long however, as the company are engaged in 

a series of important extensions, these include a huge brick building – which is now ready for roofing 

– for the purposes of a brass foundry, copper smith’s workshop, a tyre and annealing workshop, and 

a telegraph department. A steel foundry is also in course of construction and on Thursday last, 19th. 

April, was commenced a workshop for points and crossings. This will be followed by departments 

for millwright’s joiners, pattern maker’s chain testers. The village station is now far too inadequate 

for the heavy goods and passenger traffic, and it is stated that arrangements are being made for 

important extensions here. (Manchester Courier, 23 April 1888) 

May 
The L&Y and L&NW Railways have taken over the establishment of Messrs Carver & Co. carriers. 

The firm was first started by Thomas Carver in 1800 in Halifax. A depot was opened in Dale Street, 

Manchester, before moving to premises in Portland Street in 1815. During the last few months 

negotiations have been entered into with the L&Y and LNWR s to take over the business and stock 

in Liverpool, Manchester, and Hull, but will continue under the old name in Leeds, Bradford, Halifax, 

Huddersfield and Newcastle-on-Tyne as agents for the L&YR who will, in future, represent the firms 

interests in Liverpool as regards these towns. (Railway News, 5 May 1888) 

Report of a meeting of the Preston & Wyre Railway at Hunts Bank on Wednesday, 16th May 1888 to 

consider the bill before Parliament for dissolves the company. (Manchester Guardian, 17 May 1888) 

Report of a special meeting of the Preston and Wyre Railway shareholders held at the L&YR offices, 

Hunts Bank, to consider the bill for dissolving the company. (Manchester Courier, 17 May 1888) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Agecroft. (Manchester Guardian, 18 

May 1888) 

At an inquest held in Salford on Wednesday, 23rd May 1888 it was stated that the deceased was a 

labourer in the employ of Messrs R Neill & Sons, builders and contractors, of Strangeways, who 

have at present in hand a contract for building a new passenger station in New Bailey Street, Salford, 

for the L&YR. The deceased was engaged, with others in taking down the old station, and the men 

were at work on Sunday last. About 2.30pm the deceased was standing on the roof when a tie-rod 

gave way, bringing down with it the principal upon which he was standing. There was a train in the 
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station at the time and he fell on the top of one of the carriages, one of the falling timbers striking 

him on the head and chest. He died on the way to Salford Royal Hospital. (Manchester Guardian, 24 

May 1888) 

Whitsuntide holiday traffic. (Railway News, 26 May 1888) 

The New Bailey Street station, Salford, is being entirely reconstructed. The contractors are R Neill 

& Sons, Salford. Yesterday, Monday, 28th May, the work commenced pulling down the steps leading 

to New Bailey Street from the arrival platform. A temporary arrival platform has been constructed 

for use during the alteration. The plans of the new station are, we understand, to be amended in a 

few particulars, so that a detailed description at the present moment would be premature. The new 

platforms will be “island” platforms with separate approaches thereby obviating “crossings.” The 

same levels as in the existing station will be maintained, but staircases will be abolished and the line 

approached by covered inclines. The arrival platform is to be enlarged to receive three trains at a 

time instead of two as heretofore. (Manchester Courier, 29 May 1888) 

The New Bailey Street station of the L&YR is being entirely reconstructed. The new platforms will 

be “island” platforms, with separate approaches, thereby obviating “crossings”. The same levels as in 

the existing station will be maintained, but staircases will be abolished, and the line left or 

approached by covered inclines. The arrival platform is to be enlarged to receive three trains at a 

time instead of two as heretofore. (Manchester Evening News, 29 May 1888) 

The whole of the L&YR Company’s passenger stock, except a few horse boxes, carriage trucks, and 

fish trucks, has been fitted with the automatic vacuum brake. The rest will have the brake in a month 

or two, and by that time the whole of the company’s third class carriages will be trimmed and the 

whole of the carriage stock painted the standard colours, with the top quarters brown and the 

bottom lake. (L&YR Minutes 31 May 1888) 

June 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Hapton station on 12th January 1888. (Railway Engineer, 6-

1888) 

Report of improvements in Salford by the L&YR. Important structural alterations at Salford 

station will do away with the dingy appearance which the station formerly presented, and facilitate 

traffic considerably. The line will be widened so that there will be two up lines and one down. There 

will also be a siding on the down side, from which special trains will start as heretofore. The 

advantages of the new arrangements are obvious. In the past it has been customary for all trains 

coming to Manchester to stop at Salford for the collection of tickets, but in future this will not 

always be the case. Special express trains from Liverpool or elsewhere will be able to run through 

the station on the additional line whilst another train is standing alongside the platform and the 

tickets of the passengers are being taken. Instead of the approach to the station consisting of 

wooden steps, now, access to the platforms will be obtained by means of inclined subways. The old 

roof is being removed, and an “umbrella” roof will be put in its place over the new platforms. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 June 1888) 

Although it is only four months since the Mayor of Halifax cut the first sod in connection with the 

Halifax High Level Railway which is to serve that part of the town which lies on the higher level, the 

work has been prosecuted with expedition, and when the directors and officials made an inspection 

of the line the other day, considerable satisfaction was expressed at the progress which had been 

made. Special attention is being paid to the viaduct which is to connect the two sides of the 

Wheatley Valley so that the work may be facilitated by establishing communication between the two 

sections of the line. The piers and abutments of this viaduct, which is to carry the line 100 feet 

above the stream over ten arches, are being formed, and will be raised as quickly as is consistent 
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with safety. The boring of the tunnel is proceeding at a rate of seven yards per day. (Engineering, 8 

June 1888, p.565) 

In addition to the ordinary night mail service from Fleetwood to Belfast the L&YR propose to run a 

service of steamers commencing on 2nd. July 1888 leaving Fleetwood at noon on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays in connection with trains from all parts of the company’s system. The day 

light steamers will return from Belfast on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings. The cheap 

tickets, which are available for ten days from Manchester and the Yorkshire and Lancashire districts, 

will be available by these steamers on Fridays from Fleetwood, in addition to the night service on 

Saturdays, and tickets will be available for returning by any of the steamers within the time named. 

(Manchester Evening News, 22 June 1888) 

The L&YR line which has been opened to Swinton will, on Monday next, 2nd July, 1888, be opened 

for passenger traffic to Atherton, the new stations being Moorside & Wardley, Walkden and 

Atherton. (Manchester Evening News & Manchester Courier, 26 June 1888; Manchester Guardian, 

27 June 1888) 

The MR advertises a new service to Scotland, via Blackburn and Hellifield, to start on Monday, 2nd

July 1888 from Manchester and Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 28 June 1888) 

July 
The L&YR and GNR invite tenders for the reconstruction of the bridge carrying New Cross Street 

over the railway at Bowling Junction, Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1888) 

Tables of capital receipts and expenditure for the half year to 31st December 1887. (Railway News, 7 

July 1888) 

The wage question in Lancashire is regarded as practically settled with the exception of the L&YR

works at Horwich. (Engineer, 27 July 1888, p.83) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of Lomeshaye Lane bridge at Nelson; for making of a 

road under the railway in lieu of a level crossing at Railway Street and for making a street from 

Railway Street to Cater Lane and for the erection of a new passenger station and for alterations of the 

levels of the railway at Heckmondwike. (Manchester Guardian, 28 July 1888) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of the Manchester Road Bridge, Bolton. (Manchester 

Guardian, 31 July 1888) 

August 
The L&YR announce the opening on Monday, 13th August 1888 of the Exchange Station Hotel, 

Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 7 August 1888) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 15th August 1888. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 August 1888) 

Tenders to be accepted; Dransfield & Smith, £4,054-11-6d, for reconstruction of Manchester Road 

bridge, Bolton, £400 offered for old materials; H M Nowell, £21,230-5-0d, £185-5-0d for old 

materials, for new road under railway in lieu of level crossing at Railway Street, new street from 

Railway Street to Cater Lane, and new passenger station and alterations of levels of existing railway 

at Heckmondwike; Pearson & Knowles, £3,053-3-6d, for reconstruction of Lomeshaye Lane bridge, 

Nelson. (L&YR Minutes 9 August 1888) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 15th August 1888. (11 August 

1888) 
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Report that Exchange Station Hotel, Liverpool, is to open on Monday, 13th August 1888 […]. 

Porters, in uniform, will attend trains and remove luggage to and from the hotel free of charge. 

Rooms may be telegraphed for free of charge from any principal station on the railway on 

application to the station master. (Railway News, 11 August 1888) 

The L&YR steamer, Duke of Connaught, under charter by the Isle of Man Steam Packet Co. left 

Fleetwood this morning, Monday, 13th August 1888, with several hundred excursionists from 

Bradford for the island. The heavy seas caused the steamer to pitch so heavily that her main mast 

snapped twenty feet from the deck and forward across the bridge. The steamer immediately 

returned to Fleetwood […]. After a short delay the Duke of Connaught left for Douglas. (Manchester 

Evening News, 13 August 1888) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 15th August 1888. (Manchester 

Guardian, 16 August 1888) 

L&YR meeting report. (18 August 1888) 

Report of the Newton Heath LYR Cricket and Football Club athletic festival. Committee members 

were; Messrs Andrews, Bowker, Bracegirdle, Collinson, Cooper, Cox, Dale, Dodd, Friday, Hartley, 

Hele, Howarth, Jackson, Jones, McConnell, Newall, J N Panter, Price, Rigby and Sadler. Secretaries 

were Messrs. Farrow and Sadler. (Manchester Evening News, 18 August 1888) 

The 8th annual athletic festival of the Newton Heath Cricket and Football Club was commenced on 

Saturday afternoon on the club cinder path, North Road. A word of praise is due to the committee 

and officials for though the programme was a long one it was got through in good time. (Manchester 

Courier, 20 August 1888) 

The second and concluding day of the 8th annual athletic festival was held on Monday, 20th August. 

The LYR Alexandra Brass Band was again in attendance and played a selection of music while the 

sports were in progress. (Manchester Courier, 20 August 1888) 

Obituary of William Muir who set up with Thomas Edmondson in 1842 to make the machinery for 

ticket production. At the works in Miller’s Lane, Salford, Edmondson occupied the upper floor as a 

railway ticket printing office, the rest of the building by Muir for the manufacture of Edmondson’s 

ticket machinery and other tools. (Engineer, 24 August 1888, p.167) 

September 
The L&YR invite tenders for widening a portion of the main line and the Ashton branch at and near 

Miles Platting, about 1 2/3 miles; for the erection of goods warehouses at Atherton and Swinton. 

(Manchester Guardian, 1 September 1888) 

The completion of the Exchange station in Liverpool, which has lately been carried out, marks the 

end of some important alterations at that point of the line by the LYR. The new buildings, a part of 

which were opened two years ago, include an extensive hotel. The cost of the improvements has 

been about half a million. Readers will remember that the old station, every trace of which has 

disappeared, stood some 25 feet above the level of Tithebarn Street, and was reached by several 

flights of steps. The new station is entered on the street level. Apart from the changes which the 

completion of the new station will bring with it, there are important alterations that will affect 

considerably the railway accommodation between Manchester, Liverpool, Blackpool and Southport. 

It is intended, when the Hindley loop is finished to accomplish the journey between Manchester and 

Liverpool in 45 minutes. The new line is already complete as far as Atherton for passenger trains and 

to Hindley for goods traffic. There are ten platforms at the new station, and each platform is about 

200 yards in length. The number of trains sent out every day reaches the large total of 115, and 

about the same number arrive. (Manchester Evening News, 5 September 1888) 
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The new Exchange station of the L&YR is now complete, and perhaps for the first time the company 

has a home in Liverpool with which it has every reason to be content. The new buildings, a part of 

which was opened two years ago, include an extensive hotel. The cost of the improvements has 

been, in round figures, about half a million. Readers will remember that the old station, every trace 

of which has disappeared, stood 25 feet above the level of Tithebarn Street, and was reached by 

several flights of steps. The new station is entered on the street level, and to bring about this 

desirable change has been perhaps the hardest part of the undertaking, involving an alteration of the 

gradients for a considerable distance outside the station. The new buildings have changed a good 

deal the appearance of the neighbourhood, and the change has been, of course, all for the better. 

Nine or ten acres of old property have been taken down, and new approaches have been made to 

Dale Street, Great Howard Street, and other important centres of business, and the Exchange has 

been brought within half a minute’s walk of the platform. It is intended, when the Hindley Loop Line 

is finished, to accomplish the journey between Manchester and Liverpool in 45 minutes. The new 

line is already complete as far as Atherton for passenger trains and to Hindley for goods traffic. The 

general arrangements of the new station were inspected a few months ago by Major General 

Hutchinson, and his report, we understand, was extremely favourable. There are ten platform faces, 

and each platform is about 200 yards in length. The number of trains sent out every day reaches the 

large total of 115, and about the same number arrive. The whole of the coast traffic is marshalled on 

the west side of the station and the remainder of the platforms are set apart for main line trains 

from the north and east, which can be driven in and out simultaneously. From the racecourse station 

at Aintree there are four lines of way continuously into the station. The traffic is controlled from 

two commodious signal cabins, one containing 168 and the other 136 signal and point levers. A 

system of telephones enables the work to be done with more ease than used to be the case.  

The interior of the station, with its ridged roofs and delicate ironwork, has a very handsome look. It 

is on much the same lines as the new stations of the company at Blackburn and Bradford. The hotel 

is in the Italian style of architecture, and presents a very imposing front to Tithebarn Street. The 

premises are fitted up in an elaborate and yet most comfortable fashion. It is the first attempt on the 

part of the L&Y Company to provide for the creature comforts of their passengers, and under the 

experienced management of Mr Simmons, the directors hope the hotel will not be without a 

pleasant effect on the dividends of the shareholders. We may add that it is their intention, as the 

leases with Messrs Spiers and Pond fall in, to take into their own hands all refreshment rooms on 

the line. (Lancashire Merchant and Ship Canal News, 8 August 1888) 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £62,677-5-7d, less £3,960-6-0d for old materials, to be accepted for 

widening part of the main line near Miles Platting, and alterations between Miles Platting and the east 

end of Park station; Also that of T & W Walmersley, £1,694, for extension of the men’s dining room 

in Gooch Street Horwich. (L&YR Minutes 13 September 1888) 

Within the past few days the finishing touches have been put to one of the largest railway 

improvement schemes that Liverpool has seen. The transformation that has taken place at the 

Exchange station of the L&YR is very marked. The cramped and inconvenient station of ancient 

memory has been completely demolished, and has given place to a new structure, which, in extent 

and facility of access, rivals any of its neighbours. Nearly half a million of money has been sunk in 

carrying out the scheme of improvements, and upwards of 10 acres of property have been pulled 

down for the purpose of providing room for the extension. By the enterprise of the company, the 

Exchange has been brought within half a minute’s walk of the station’s platform. The interior of the 

station, with its ridged roofs and delicate ironwork, presents a very handsome appearance. There 

are now ten platform faces; each platform is about 200 yards in length. During the day the number 

of trains sent out from the station reaches the large total of 115, and about the same number arrive. 

The enterprise of the company, however, is not confined solely to providing new and commodious 

stations. The directors have undertaken also to cater for the creature comfort of their passengers. 
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At the entrance to the station in Tithebarn Street has been erected a large hotel. This is the first and 

principal hotel of a series which the company are in process of building or contemplate at the more 

important of their termini. Built in the Italian style of architecture, the hotel presents a very 

handsome front to the street. There are also means of access from the station. The building and 

furnishing of the hotel alone have cost nearly £140,000, and this fact conveys a very good idea both 

of the size of the building and the sumptuousness of its outfit. The hotel, which is under the 

management of Mr Simmons, has been open to the public since the 13th of last month. A portion of 

the building is set apart for the purpose of a restaurant, and, situated as it is in the centre of 

Liverpool commercial life, it will doubtless prove an important means of adding to the revenue of 

the establishment. Connected with the restaurant, and distinct from those provided for the hotel 

visitors, are billiard and smoke room. (Railway News, 22 September 1888) 

The L&YR make an improvement regarding their Southport traffic. The new direct route from 

Manchester via Atherton is to be opened on the 1st. October, 1888, and an express train will 

perform the journey in 45 minutes, the distance being very considerably shortened. Express trains 

will travel from Manchester to Wigan in 25 minutes. The train service between Manchester and 

Liverpool by this company’s route will also be considerably accelerated. (Manchester Evening News, 

25 September 1888) 

First class carriages to continue to be upholstered in blue cloth. (L&YR Minutes 25 September 1888) 

October 
The L&YR announce the opening of the through route to Southport, via Atherton, on Monday, 1st

October 1888. (Manchester Guardian, 25 September 1888) 

Review of the partnership between Thomas Edmondson and William Muir. (Railway News, 13 

October 1888) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a footbridge over Hartford goods siding, Lower Moor, 

Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 13 October 1888) 

Four lurry men in the employ of the L&YR were charged with causing an obstruction in Cannon 

Street, Manchester, allowing their lurries to remain between Corporation Street and Hanging Ditch 

for 17 minutes without being loaded or unloaded. The Police Court dismissed the summonses on 

this occasion but future action would be taken with regard to any similar obstructions. (Manchester 

Evening News, 25 October 1888) 

November   
Report of the death of J Yates, of the L&YR and a member of the Manchester Association of 

Engineers. (Engineer, 2 November 1888, p.379) 

The L&YR announce that a receiving office for parcels at 41 Dickinson Street, St Peter’s Square, 

Manchester, is now open. (Manchester Guardian, 3 November 1888) 

The L&YR will be running fast trains to the races at Aintree, the distance considerably shortened; 

the journey to the race course station will be accomplished in 40 minutes. (Manchester Evening 

News, 5 November 1888) 

Shortly after midnight on Tuesday, 13th November 1888, several wagons being shunted on the 

viaduct to Oldham Road goods station, by some unexplained cause, were derailed against the viaduct 

wall which collapsed for about eight yards, sending the wagons into the street below. (Manchester 

Evening News, 13 November 1888) 

Report of an accident at Oldfield Road, Salford, on Saturday, 24th November, 1888, (Manchester 

Evening News, 26 November 1888) 
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Heenan & Froude have an important contract with the L&YR for work to be carried out at Miles 

Platting. They have also in progress a viaduct at the L&YR Liverpool terminus which includes 4,500 

tons of ironwork, the viaduct being about 1,700 feet long, with an average width of 90 feet. 

(Engineer, 30 November 1888, p.461) 

December 
Examples of Permanent Way. Illustrations of L&YR turnouts and check rails. (Railway Engineer, 12-

1888) 

Board of Trade report of an accident at Crosby Garrett on the MR, Settle and Carlisle line, on 12th

July 1888 when a L&YR excursion train of nineteen carriages, being shunted to allow an express to 

pass, crashed into the buffers at the end of a siding which was too short to take the whole train. 

(Railway Engineer, 12-1888) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations at Farnworth station; for the erection of an engine shed at 

Goole; for the reconstruction of a bridge at Sudell Road, Darwen. (Manchester Guardian, 8 

December 1888) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 12th December 1888 to authorize the 

creation of new capital. (Manchester Guardian, 13 December 1888) 

L&YR shareholders meeting report. (Railway News, 15 December 1888) 

Report of the opening of the Horwich Mechanics Institute on Saturday, 22nd December 1888. 

(Railway News, 29 December 1888) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the engine shed at Burnden, Bolton. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 December 1888) 

The secretary states that during the past year block working has been installed on the Swinton to 

Crow Nest, Hindley (slow line) portion of the Pendleton to Hindley new line, and block working will 

also be brought into operation during the current year when the fast lines are completed, from 

Windsor Bridge Junction to Hindley, and for the connecting lines Hindley to Pemberton and Dobbs 

Brow Junction to Dicconson Lane Junction 

In addition to what is shown on the returns, I beg to say that 172 sets of electrical apparatus have 

been fixed to repeat electrically the action of the signal arms, 49 of which sets are due to the 

Pendleton and Hindley new line; 60 sets in connection with the Kirkdale Sandhills and Southport 

widening; and the remaining 14 sets on old lines, also; 61 telephones have been fixed during the 

Hindley new line. (Signal arrangements, LXVIII, December 31st 1888) 
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1889 
January 

Myles Fenton, formerly East Lancashire Railway secretary, knighted. (Railway News, 5 January 1889) 

Tables of capital receipts and expenditure for the half year to 30th June 1888. (Railway News, 5 

January 1889) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £11,922, to be accepted for extension of engine shed, etc. at Bolton; Also 

that of W Bains, £5,872-0-5d, for new station at Farnworth. 

Excursion trains to be fitted with cord communication. (L&YR Minutes 10 January 1889) 

On Saturday, 6th January 1889 a train of 30 wagons and three engines was derailed whilst being 

shunted at Crumpsall. (Middleton Guardian, 12 January 1889) 

The L&YR has placed orders for a large quantity of wheels and axles, for which the tyres are being 

made in the Sheffield district. (Engineer, 18 January 1889, p.65) 

1,200 carriages “forming the most important trains” to be fitted with sockets for portable destination 

boards. (L&YR Minutes 22 January 1889) 

February 
The LNWR invite tenders for the construction of a bridge over the river Irwell adjoining the 

Exchange station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1889) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the engine shed at Low Moor; for the construction of a 

new subway and approaches and new booking office at Stoneclough; for the construction of a new 

footbridge and booking office at Walton Junction (Manchester Guardian, 2 February 1889) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 5 February 1889) 

Extension of culverts, alteration of level crossing and approaches at Rufford to be carried out by 

Company’s men, using surplus excavation from Farington Fork. (L&YR Minutes 14 February 1889) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 16 February 1889) 

The new station of the LYR, at New Bailey Street, Salford, is now almost complete. It is expected 

that the contractors will finished the work in almost a month […]. 

A second arrival platform has now been constructed which will enable two trains to stand in the 

station at once, one on either side of the platform, and therefore the ticket collectors will simply 

pass from one train to the other thus saving the time that is wasted by the officials, who have to 

stand idle while a train, stopped by the block system at Windsor Bridge, draws into the station. An 

express train to Manchester, the tickets of the passengers of which have been taken before it 

started, will be able to pass an ordinary train at Salford, thus saving some minutes…A second 

platform, for the departure of trains, has also been built. The old Salford station has been completely 

removed and the new one, which is much longer, covers the site. It consists of two ’island’ 

platforms, both of which are approached from New Bailey Street by inclines instead of steps as 

heretofore. The platforms are covered with umbrella roofs and are about 240 yards in length. The 

approach to the down platform is a slope of 1 in 13 to the booking office which is situated, or rather 

will be, in the course of the next few weeks, in a sort of arcade, covered with a glazed roof. From 

the booking office the incline rises at about 1 in 8. There is a general waiting room, 24 feet by 10 

feet, on the down platform, a ladies’ waiting room, a gentlemen’s, 1st class waiting room, porters’ 

rooms and the usual offices. The approach to the up, or arrival, platform is level for some distance 
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and then rises at about 1 in 8. On this platform there are also waiting rooms and the necessary 

offices. (Manchester Courier, 19 February 1889) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 20th February 1889. (Manchester 

Guardian, 21 February 1889) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 20th February 1889. (Railway News, 

23 February 1889) 

Tender of Etheridge & Clark, £19,696-4-2d, to be accepted for Farington connecting line. (L&YR

Minutes 28 February 1889) 

March 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new footbridge, waiting rooms, booking office, etc. 

at Aintree. (Manchester Guardian, 2 March 1889) 

The new railway station at Rochdale will, it is expected, be ready for use on 1st May 1889. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 March 1889) 

Mr Hunt to carry out the earthwork and permanent way in connection with the Rochdale widening 

and new station. (L&YR Minutes 13 March 1889) 

The Friction of Slide Valves, paper by J A F Aspinall to the Civil Engineers, 18th December 1888. 

(Engineer, 22 March 1889, p.238) 

In the Horwich Reform Club on Monday night, 25th March 1889 a meeting of the labourers in the 

various departments of the L&YR Horwich works who earn under £1 per week, was held to 

consider the question of an advance of wages. There were upwards of 200 men and youths present, 

and it was unanimously agreed to give a week’s notice for an advance of 2s per week all round, and 

in the event of the advance not being conceded, to come out on the 2nd. April 1889. A meeting of 

the same body was held last week and a deputation was appointed to see the manager, but it met 

with no success. (Manchester Evening News, 26 March 1889) 

April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a bridge and approaches in lieu of a level crossing, the 

erection of a new warehouse and new passenger station at Thornhill. (Manchester Guardian, 2 April 

1889) 

Yesterday, Monday, 1st. April, 1889, 300 labourers employed at the L&YR Horwich works came out 

on strike, having served a week’s notice. The men demand an advance of ten per cent on all who 

receive under £1 per week wages. This the company refuse. A large meeting was held yesterday, 

when the men decided to adhere to their decision. Extra police were drafted into the town in the 

afternoon. It was stated at the meeting that 150 men were being imported to fill the places of those 

who are on strike. (Manchester Evening News, 2 April 1889) 

The strike of 300 labourers at the L&YR Horwich works was settled this morning, the company 

agreeing to an advance of five per cent all round, and five and ten per cent advance to all labourers 

engaged at a particular class of work. The men commence work again tomorrow morning. The men 

struck work on Monday, and asked for ten per cent. (Manchester Evening News, 4 April 1889) 

Passengers on the MR trains over the L&YR from Manchester and Liverpool will be pleased to find 

that the company has ordered (Pintsch) lightings fittings for the whole of this carriage stock. 

(Engineer, 5 April 1889, p.293) 

Report of the Select Committee hearing the L&YR Bill. (Manchester Guardian, 5 April 1889) 



1880-1889 

745 

It is a novel experience for the managers of the L&YR to have complaints made to them that their 

trains run too fast. However, this experience befell Mr Maddock, the passenger superintendent, this 

afternoon, Tuesday, 9th April. A number of passengers by the express leaving Blackburn at 10.20am 

waited upon him immediately the train arrived at Victoria station and informed him that, in their 

opinion, they had been driven at an excessive rate of speed along the curve just before Bolton 

station is reached. The express does not stop at Bolton, and there was no apparent slackening of 

speed when the curve, which is a sharp one, was reached. The passengers seemed to think there 

was some risk in the train being driven so fast at that point, and they stated their views to Mr 

Maddock. Having heard what the driver had to say, Mr Maddock promised that the representations 

of the passengers would be attended to. (Manchester Evening News, 9 April 1889) 

The question of the removal of the wagons shops from Miles Platting to Newton Heath to be referred 

to Messrs Thorley, Stafford, Hunt, and Attock. (L&YR Minutes 16 April 1889) 

Rochdale new station will be partially opened on Sunday, 28th April 1889, only the down platform 

being used for the present. In recent weeks the viaduct between Moss Lane and Oldham Road has 

been completed. Flagging the platform is nearly complete and the waiting rooms only need finishing 

touches. When the down platform is complete the up platform will be started on. (Middleton 

Guardian, 27 April 1889) 

May 
It is expected that the L&YR line from Pendleton to Hindley and Pemberton will be opened this 

date. (Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1889) 

The maximum approved wheel base of carriages raised to 27 feet. (L&YR Minutes 2 May 1889)  

In order to give increased facilities for carrying on both passenger and goods traffic, and insuring the 

safer working of the passenger traffic, extensive alterations are in progress on the system of the 

L&YR in the neighbourhood of Miles Platting. The bulk of the goods traffic to and from Yorkshire 

and the east side of Manchester, and also that to and from the systems of other railway companies, 

have to be shunted at Miles Platting, and delays have been common occurrence to both kinds of 

traffic. When the alterations are completed the passenger traffic will be worked separately from the 

goods traffic. A girder bridge is being constructed on the west or Miles Platting side of Park station 

to carry the line over a proposed new road, to be called Cheetham Road, which will form a shorter 

means of communication for vehicular traffic between the higher part of Newton Heath and 

Bradford. At Miles Platting and Park new stations will be provided. (Manchester Evening News, 3 

May 1889) 

The L&YR announce the opening of the new express route between Manchester and Liverpool on 

Saturday, 1st June 1889. (Manchester Guardian, 13 May 1889) 

Tenders to be obtained for new wagon workshops at Newton Heath, including boundary walls and 

excavation.  

It is a regulation that where there are four lines of way the rear lamp of trains running on the slow 

lines shall show a green light instead of red. The opening of the Hindley and Pendleton lines 

necessitates all passenger and goods trains being provided with a tail lamp adjustable to show green or 

red. Access to tail lamps of goods trains can be got from inside of the brake van, but in passenger 

brakes it will be necessary to make the middle glass panel hinged (to open inwards). 591 vans to be 

altered. 

Only thirteen lavatory carriages exist on the whole line, and those being worked on the York service, 

exclusive of the Scarborough service in summer. Proposed that sixteen composite carriages shall be 

rebuilt as lavatory carriages. (L&YR Minutes 14 May 1889) 
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L&YR extensions between Manchester and Liverpool. (Engineering, 24 May 1889) 

On Tuesday, 21st May 1889 an engine ran through the buffers of the down loop at Castleton station 

becoming embedded in the over line bridge. Though the engine was not seriously damaged the first 

wagon, belonging to the Darcy Lever Coal Company, was telescoped. Traffic between Castleton 

East and Station signal cabins was worked over a single line. (Middleton Albion, 25 May 1889) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new waggon shop at Newton Heath. (Manchester 

Guardian, 25 May 1889) 

This afternoon, Thursday, 30th May, a deputation representing the inhabitants of Blackpool waited 

upon the directors of the L&YR and LNWR seeking increased railway facilities to Blackpool during 

the out-of-season months […]. The deputation urged that the present issue of week-end tickets 

between Manchester and Bolton and Blackpool during the winter months should be extended to all 

stations on the companies’ lines at proportionate rates. (Manchester Evening News, 30 May 1889) 

Extensive alterations are in progress on the L&YR at Miles Platting. The bulk of the goods traffic to 

and from Yorkshire and the east side of Manchester, and also that to and from the systems of other 

railway companies, have of necessity to be shunted at Miles Platting, and delays have been common 

either to the one or the other class of traffic. When, however, the alterations are completed the 

passenger traffic will be worked separately from the goods, with increased safety and greater 

regularity. From a point about a quarter of a mile on the east, or Ashton side, of the Park station 

two additional lines of way are being constructed, and wherever necessary suitable bridges and 

retaining walls will be built, so as to admit of all the lines being carried through Miles Platting station. 

A girder bridge is being constructed on the west, or Miles Platting, side of Park station to carry the 

lines over a proposed new road which is to be called Cheetham Road (Briscoe Lane), and which will 

lead to Ten Acres Lane, Newton Heath, on the north side of the railway, and past the Philips Park 

Cemetery […]. 

A new bridge with a span of 104 feet will be constructed near Lord Street, to carry the lines over 

the Rochdale Canal; and a girder bridge with a span of 87 feet will replaced the present unsightly 

structure carrying the railway over Oldham Road. In addition to the existing fork immediately to the 

east of Miles Platting station and leading to Ardwick a new line will be constructed on the Park 

station side, so as to allow all traffic from the Ashton direction when intended for Ardwick to be 

taken over without the necessity for shunting. Two of the four main lines on the south side of the 

railway will be used for goods traffic alone and will be connected with the lines leading to the 

Oldham Road goods station. A new double line will be constructed from the Oldham Road branch 

and will be carried over the main passenger lines at a point a short distance on the Manchester side 

of Collyhurst Street by a girder bridge of 42 feet span. In order to carry out these works it has 

become necessary to partially demolish the old locomotive shops at Miles Platting. Especially heavy 

retaining walls are being built so as to give access for lines into the old locomotive yard, which is in 

future to be used for stores. At Miles Platting and Park new stations will be provided. At the former 

place the station will be approached from Lamb Lane by an incline leading approached from Lamb 

Lane by an incline leading direct to the booking hall, the platforms being reached by subways. There 

will also be an approach to the booking hall from Oldham Road. The station will be provided with an 

island platform about 400 feet long for the Ashton branch, and another similar platform, 500 feet 

long, for the main line traffic. Each platform will be at a convenient height, and will be provided with 

waiting rooms and other necessary conveniences. A considerable area of the station will be covered 

by an elegant roof of iron and glass. The present level crossing at Park station will be abolished and 

the new station, which is a few yards nearer Manchester, will be approached by steps from 

Cheetham Road, subways leading to the several (sic) platforms. The abutments of the new bridges 

have been faced with white glazed bricks, making them much lighter and handsomer in appearance. 

The works have been designed and are being carried out under the direction of William Hunt, MICE, 
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the Company’s chief engineer, and under the supervision of J P Charlton, MICE. The contractors for 

the whole of the works are Messrs Dransfield & Smith, of Sheffield and Liverpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 30 May 1889)  

In order to give increased facilities for carrying on both passenger and goods traffic, and insuring the 

safer working of the passenger traffic, extensive alterations are in progress on the system of the 

L&YR in the neighbourhood of Miles Platting. The bulk of the goods traffic to and from Yorkshire 

and the east side of Manchester, and also that to and from other systems of other railway 

companies, have to be shunted at Miles Platting, and delays have been of common occurrence to 

both kinds of traffic. When the alterations are completed the passenger traffic will be worked 

separately from the goods traffic. A girder bridge is being constructed on the west, or Miles Platting 

side of Park station, to carry the line over a proposed new road, to be called Cheetham Road, which 

will form a shorter means of communication for vehicular traffic between the higher part of Newton 

Heath and Bradford. At Miles Platting and Park new stations will be provided. (Manchester Evening 

News, 31 May 1889) 

A party of American engineers will visit the L&YR Horwich works on Friday morning next, 7th June 

1889. (Engineer, 31 May 1889) 

June 
A new express route between Manchester and Liverpool will be opened to the public today, 

Saturday, 1st June 1889. Of late years the L&YR Company have shown remarkable enterprise of 

which this is the last evidence. Between the two cities there is an enormous traffic. The raw material 

of manufacture comes from far over the seas to Liverpool and from thence by rail to Manchester. 

When at Manchester the naked products are fashioned into articles of utility, they are re-transferred 

to Liverpool for shipment to distant quarters of the earth. The passenger traffic is of corresponding 

importance, but hitherto the L&Y Company have had but a slender share of it. By their present 

enterprise the company will enter into closer competition with the CLC and LNWR and at the 

same time a new field of industry is tapped which in the course of years may be fruitful in results.  

The policy of enterprise was entered upon some seven or eight years ago, when the late Mr Pearson 

was appointed chairman of the company. At that time the entire system of the company was in a 

deplorable state. Trains were slow and irregular, stations dingy and in ill-repair, and the very name of 

the company was a reproach. Mr Pearson began his task with immense vigour, and on his untimely 

decease the present chairman, G J Armytage, continued the tale of progress. A great expenditure of 

capital has taken place, with the results which are already showing themselves, though it may yet be 

years before all that has been undertaken is accomplished. The service of trains in every direction 

has been improved. Fast expresses connect the great towns of the two counties. The carriages are 

roomy and comfortable, and may be compared with those on any other line in the country. In place 

of the old inconvenient stations are many light, handsome structures, of which it is impossible to 

make complaint.  

The express line to Liverpool is another step forward. The old route took the passenger in a circuit 

through Bolton and Wigan. This crooked path has been made fairly straight. Instead of passing slowly 

over forty three miles of line, the passenger will from today make a swift, easy course of at the most 

thirty five miles, the distance being accomplished in three quarters of an hour. The course has been 

straightened by the building of two new lines. One is the line from Pendleton to Crow Nest 

Junction, a length of thirteen miles; and the other, the Pemberton loop line, covering about five 

miles. For the rest the journey is accomplished over the old lines of the company, which, however, 

have been put in condition for express passenger traffic. The entire scheme which has been carried 

out since 1882 includes great deal more than this. The first item was the construction of a new low 

level station at Liverpool, about twice the size of the old Tithebarn Street station. Another feature 

was the widening of the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport Railway between Seaforth and Sandhills, 
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and the construction of a short line connecting the Aintree and Bootle line with the widening. A 

third was the construction of a large number of sorting sidings adjoining the Aintree and Bootle line, 

immediately on the Liverpool side of the fork connecting the Liverpool and Ormskirk line with the 

Aintree and Bootle branch.  

The effect of the improvements is explained in a document prepared for some visitors who made a 

trial journey over the new line yesterday. The construction of these works at Liverpool (it is stated) 

enables the company to turn off at Fazakerley all goods traffic for Liverpool arriving by the Liverpool 

and Bury line, and at Aintree all that arrive by the Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston line, to the 

sorting sidings at Aintree, which will now be the terminus for the goods trains. From these sidings 

the traffic will be worked by pilot engines to and from the various goods stations in Liverpool, which 

are all on the west side of the line, thus leaving free for passenger traffic the portion of the Liverpool 

and Bury line between Fazakerley and Liverpool, the portion of the Liverpool, Ormskirk and Preston 

railway between Aintree and Liverpool, and the two eastern most lines of the widened Liverpool, 

Crosby and Southport lines between Seaforth and Liverpool. At the Manchester end of the line the 

same arrangement has been made. At Brindle Heath the goods traffic is turned off from the 

Manchester and Bolton line and from the slow lines of the new railway to the marshalling sidings at 

this place, and from this point the goods traffic is worked to the goods yards in Salford, along the 

slow lines of the new railway, leaving free for passenger traffic the old Manchester and Bolton 

railway between Agecroft and Manchester, and the fast lines of the new railway between the same 

points. The new passenger loop at Liverpool, the Pemberton and Hindley railway, the widening near 

Hindley, and the Hindley and Pendleton railway, together with portions of the old railways freed 

from shunting operations connected with the extensive goods traffic at Manchester and Liverpool, 

and avoiding considerable operations of the same character at Bolton and Wigan, afford a free 

passage for express passenger trains between the important towns in Yorkshire and Lancashire and 

Liverpool, and especially between Manchester and Liverpool. A fork at Westhoughton enables a 

portion of the large traffic between Manchester and Blackpool, Fleetwood, and the Isle of Man to be 

carried on independent of the old Manchester and Bolton line, which has become very much 

congested with traffic. The new Liverpool Station, Hotel, and buildings, cover an area of nearly seven 

acres. In the station there are eleven lines of way, ten of them available for platforms. The station is 

covered by a glazed iron roof, 800 feet long, consisting of our spans, varying from fifty to seventy 

feet wide. 

The works on the Liverpool, Crosby and Southport widening, the connecting line with that widening 

and the Aintree and Bootle line, the branch connecting the Bankfield goods yard with that line, the 

Pemberton and Hindley loop, the Hindley widening, and the Hindley and Pendleton railway involved 

the construction of several heavy and important engineering works, including three viaducts, two 

tunnels, 157 bridges, one of which, on the Seaforth connecting line, is 110 feet span  one on the 

Pendleton and Hindley line 132½ feet span, and one on the Pendleton and Hindley line 108½ feet 

span. On the Hindley and Pendleton line several quicksands were met with, involving special 

construction, and the up fast line was constructed under the Maypole Hotel, Pendleton, without 

pulling any portion of the building down. The bridges on these lines have been constructed of 

sufficient strength to enable them to undergo the process of subsidence from coal workings without 

danger to the structures. The construction of these works involved the removal of nearly 4,000,000 

cubic yards of earthwork, the provision of nearly 100,000 cubic yards of concrete, the use of over 

120,000,000 of bricks, 250,000 cubic feet of ashlar, and 22,000 tons of ironwork.  

The whole of these works, with the exception of the hotel and station buildings at Liverpool were 

designed by the company’s chief engineer, William Hunt. It is intended that about thirteen trains 

shall run each day between Manchester and Liverpool, starting at the half hour from 8.30am to 

8.30p, with extra trains at 10.00am and 11.00am from Manchester, and at 4.00pm from Liverpool. It 

should be mentioned, as a matter of convenience to passengers, that L&Y and LNW  tickets are 

available by either line. (Manchester Guardian, 1 June 1889) 
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Long report of the improvements by the L&YR between Liverpool and Manchester  and the 

inauguration of the new service of express trains. A large party left Victoria station on Friday, 31st. 

May at 1.00pm to Exchange station, Liverpool, to be entertained to luncheon at the Exchange 

Station Hotel. (Manchester Courier, 1 June 1889) 

Extensive alterations on the L&YR are taking place at Miles Platting. These will include additional 

lines, making four from east of Park station through Miles Platting station to Collyhurst, the 

southerly of these being goods lines, an east to south fork at Philips Park, new bridges over the new 

road (Briscoe Lane) at Park station, Lord Street, the Rochdale Canal and Oldham Road. A new 

double line from the Oldham Road branch over the main lines at Collyhurst Street. Miles Platting 

station is to be replaced and entrances to the new station will be from Lamb Lane and Oldham 

Road. There is to be platforms 500 feet long for the main line and 400 feet long for the Ashton 

branch. The present level crossing at Park station will be removed and the new station, a few yards 

nearer Manchester, will be approached by steps from Cheetham Road (Briscoe Lane) to the booking 

office thence by subway to either platform. (Middleton Guardian, 1 June 1889) 

The extensive workshops built by the L&YR Company at Horwich will be visited today, Friday, 7th

June 1889 by a party of American engineers who are entertained in Manchester prior to their 

departure for Paris. The workshops have been built between Chorley New Road, at Horwich and 

Red Moss, and are about one mile distant, in a northerly direction, from the Blackrod station, upon 

the main line between Manchester and Fleetwood. A short fork line has been made, giving direct 

access to and from Manchester without passing through the Blackrod station. The building of these 

works was commenced in 1886, and they are now still in an uncomplete condition. They have been 

erected for the purpose of repairing and renewing the whole of the locomotive stock and carrying 

out the mechanical engineering work of the railway. The land enclosed for the works includes 85 

acres, and runs north-west and south-east. The covered area of the workshops is 13½ acres. The 

workshops comprise offices, general stores, with gallery, boiler shop, smithy, forge, steel foundry, 

iron and chair foundries, boiler house, brass foundry, tin and copper smith’s shops, telegraph, 

millwrights’, joiners’, pattern makers’ shops, with gallery, and pattern store; fitting, points and 

crossing, and signal cabin shops; spring smithy, erecting shops, engine shed, paint shop, chain testing 

shop, and chain smithy.  

The carriage of materials from stores and work to their several shops is done by means of 

tramways, 18 inch gauge, of which there are five miles, the heavy work being drawn by small 

locomotive engines specially built for the purpose. The offices, 323 feet long by 58 feet wide, are 

placed at the north end of the works, and include a laboratory, which is fitted up with the 

requirements for the analysis of all materials, and a test room having a 100 ton testing machine. The 

general stores are 198 feet long by 111 feet wide, having a gallery built round the four sides. There is 

a boiler shop, 364 feet long by 111 feet wide, fitted with a pair of hydraulic pumps and accumulator, 

two large fixed hydraulic riveters for boiler work, each having hydraulic overhead cranes for lifting 

boilers when riveting; three portable hydraulic riveters on swing cranes, bolted to walls and 

columns; and three overhead travelling cranes. In addition, the ordinary machine tools of a boiler 

shop are provided, together with special machines for drilling, etc. The other shops including smithy, 

forge, brass foundry, tinsmiths’ and coppersmiths’ shops, telegraph shop, joiners’ and pattern 

makers’ shops, and a fitting shop 400 feet long by 111 feet wide. This shop is fitted up with a large 

number of special machines for dealing with locomotive work, including a large milling tool for 

cutting out crank axle webs, crank axle lathes, milling, planning, and slotting machines. These are 

driven by two wall engines placed at the end of the shops, giving motion by means of bevel gearing 

to four ranges of shafting running longitudinally, and to three five ton high speed rope jib travelling 

cranes, which control the principal heavy machines. The point and crossing shop is 72 feet long by 

111 feet wide, and is provided with special machinery to deal with points and crossings manufacture. 

The steel foundry, 150 feet long by 111 feet wide, is fitted with two Siemens-Martin regenerative 

melting furnaces, having a high level tramway for carrying ladles and a narrow gauge tramway 
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beneath for mould trolleys. The latter tramway runs through to the forge and rolling mills. The 

whole of the furnaces in the steel foundry and forge are heated by gas made from a series of 

Wilson’s gas producers. The iron foundry is 212 feet long by 111 feet wide, and is fitted with two 

cupolas, supplied with blast from a root’s blower. Hydraulic power is used for working the cranes, in 

addition to which there are two overhead rope-operated travelling cranes. There is a chair foundry, 

62 feet long by 128 feet wide, similarly fitted with two cupolas, charged from the high level. A staging 

is provided for fettling the chairs, which are then placed on an endless chain which conveys them to 

the railway wagons for despatch. The erecting shop is 1,520 feet long by 118 feet wide. This has 

been arranged for the repair of existing and the building of new engines and tenders, and is supplied 

with twenty 30 ton overhead power cranes, driven by wall engines. Access for engines to the centre 

portions of this long shop is obtained by two traversers. Wheel lathes are placed at various 

positions for conveniently dealing with wheels taken from engines under repair.  

The gas works are situated on the south west boundary of the works, and at a much lower level. 

They are of sufficient capacity to provide light for all the company’s workshops and premises at 

Horwich and Blackrod. Dining rooms have been erected near the public entrance to the works for 

the accommodation of the men who live at a distance. Accommodation is provided for 1,000 men 

whose meals are cooked, or heated, by attendants in charge of the rooms. The café, near 

completion, is built in front of the dining rooms and will be provided with coffee, chess, draughts, 

and billiards rooms. Finally there is a mechanics institute, which has been erected through the 

kindness of the shareholders, who voted a sum for the purpose. It consists of lecture hall, library, 

reading room, science class rooms and lavatories. The library already contains over 3,000 volumes. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 June 1889) 

Statement of receipts and cost of repairs of carriages and wagons and locomotive expenses for the 

half year to 31st December 1888. (Railway News, 8 June 1889) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new carriage shed at Great Harwood. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 June 1889) 

The Aberystwyth excursion train from Middleton had very inferior carriages, having wooden 

cushions (sic) and straight up backs. Some people resold their tickets rather than travel in the 

carriages. The footboards on the carriages were too wide to allow the train into the platforms and 

passengers had to board in the coal yard. (Middleton Albion, 22 June 1889) 

Report of the alterations at Miles Platting. (Railways News, 22 June 1889) 

On Wednesday, 26th June 1889 an employee of the Fazakerley Railway Signal Company named 

Thompson was killed whilst working on the alterations to the points opposite the new pointsmans 

cabin at the east end of Victoria station, Manchester. (Middleton Albion, 29 June 1889)

July 
Today, Monday, 1st. July 1889, the line connecting the Midland and L&YR systems at Manchester will 

be open for traffic. The Midland Company will run a special service of trains between Marple, 

Manchester Victoria and places on the L&YR system by the new route, in connection with the main 

line trains to and from London enabling passengers to travel without change of station. There will be 

through carriages between London and Bolton and Blackburn. (Manchester Evening News, 1 July 

1889; Manchester Guardian, 16 July 1889) 

Tender of E Naylor & Co. £3,817, to be accepted for new carriage shed at Great Harwood. (L&YR

Minutes 4 July 1889) 

The West Lancashire Railway has now made arrangements with the L&YR for working traffic 

between Liverpool and Blackburn. (Manchester Courier, 5 July 1889) 
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New accident crane for L&YR. (Engineering, 5 July 1889) 

On Monday, 1st July 1889 the new line connecting the MR and the L&Y systems at Manchester was 

opened for passenger traffic. The MR are running a special service of trains between Marple, 

Manchester Victoria and places on the L&Y system by the new route in connection with their main 

line trains to and from London and the southwest of England, enabling passengers to travel between 

the two systems without change of station. There will be through carriages between St Pancras and 

Bolton and Blackburn. (Railway News, 6 July 1889) 

Report of the alterations at Miles Platting. (22 June 1889) 

Eleven trains constituted the Bass Company’s excursion on Friday 28th June 1889 which left Burton 

for Blackpool. Nine of the trains comprised fifteen carriages each and two of the fourteen and some 

5,000 passengers. The first train left at 4.20am and others at intervals of ten minutes – as the last left 

Burton the first was at Manchester. At Ardwick the MR engines were replaced by those of the 

L&YR. With the co-operation of other companies the first train arrived at Talbot Road station, 

Blackpool before time and the last at 9.30am, three minutes early, having taken 3 hours 29 minutes 

for the journey. Some of the previous Bass excursions had been to Liverpool in 1865, one in 1867, 

Scarborough in 1881 and Blackpool in 1885. (Railway News, 6 July 1889) 

An analytical diagram of the modes in which the L&YR deals with its accounts. (Railway News, 6 July 

1889) 

The L&YR invite tenders for new loading mound and approach at Bankfield goods station; for a 

retaining wall, paving etc. and new coal yard at Kirkdale; for the reconstruction of Faggy Lane 

Bridge, Wigan; for the reconstruction of Warping Drain between Rawcliffe and Goole. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 July 1889) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a bridge for Corporation water pipes over the railway 

between Wardley and Swinton station; for the construction of a subway for Corporation water pipes at 

Horwich; for the erection of a booking office and the construction of a subway and approaches at 

Todmorden; for widening viaduct and occupation bridge, the construction of retaining walls, 

excavating for goods yard at Elland. (Manchester Guardian, 20 July 1889) 

Five men were injured at the old engine shed of the L&YR at Bury this afternoon, Friday, 26th July 

1889 when the roof fell in burying the men. (Manchester Evening News, 26 July 1889) 

The viaduct to the east of Victoria station to be widened by Dransfield & Smith up to Miles Platting, 

at a further estimated cost of £6,500, at their schedule of prices. Tender of Dransfield & Smith has 

been accepted, £7,961, for retaining wall, etc for new coal yard at Kirkdale. 

Twelve new goods brake vans to be built with “plain roofs”, “and before any others are constructed, 

the question as to whether goods vans in future shall be made with elevated or plain roofs be further 

considered”. (L&YR Minutes 31 July 1889) 

August 
Tender of Holme & King, £12,142-1-9d, to be accepted for widening viaduct and occupation bridge, 

walls and excavation for coal yard at Elland. (L&YR Minutes 1 August 1889) 

The new Exchange station, Liverpool, of the L&YR, which has within the last few months been fully 

brought into use is one of the most commodious in the country. There are six platforms and ten 

passenger lines in the station, having platform faces, and in one of the bays there is a middle road, 

which is used for the purpose of engines running round trains. There are six lines of rails outside the 

station, three down lines and three up lines, and the roads are so arranged that trains from the 

down east main line can be turned into either one of seven platform lines, 1 to 6 and 8, and trains 
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from the down west main line can be turned into any one of the ten platforms. Trains from the 

down loop main can be turned into either of seven platform lines, 4 to 6 and 8 to 11. The same 

operation can be performed for outward going trains, trains from either 1 to 6 and 8 can depart 

from the station and go to either the up east main or up west main; similarly trains from 1 to 3 can 

depart for either the up west main or the up east main; and from roads 4 to 6 and 8 to either the up 

loop main, up west main, or the up east main; and trains from roads 9 to 11 can depart for either 

the up loop main or the up west main. It will therefore be seen that by this arrangement of roads 

the greatest facilities for working traffic and utilising the roads in the station have been obtained.  

The signalling arrangements are operated from two signal cabins, A and B. The interlocking frame in 

cabin A contains 168 levers in one continuous frame, being one of the largest ever constructed, and 

the whole of these levers are in operation except two. The locking frame in cabin B contains 136 

levers in one continuous frame. The system of interlocking between the levers is that which has 

been for many years past adopted by the Railway Signal Company and is known as “tappet locking”, 

the locking boxes being arranged on an improved system, and carried on step-brackets, so that 

instead of being one under the other, each is in advance of the other, thus allowing the locking gear 

to be easily got at for any purpose that may be necessary. The whole of the locking for the 168 

levers in cabin A is contained in four locking boxes, and occupies a space of about 2 feet 6 inches in 

width by 1 foot 6 inches in depth. Fixed signals have been provided for all important movements, 

and for both main line, running and shunting; hand signalling thereby being almost entirely dispensed 

with at this important station. Although the traffic at this station is very heavy, and from its being a 

terminal station the necessity arises for a good deal of engine shunting, the large locking frame in 

cabin A is found to be easily operated by two signalmen and one telegraph boy during the busy part 

of the day, and during the night and on Sundays it is found necessary to employ only one man. The 

whole of this important station has now been in operation for over twelve months, and the signalling 

arrangements have been found so complete and satisfactory for dealing with the traffic that it has 

not been found necessary to make any additions or alterations since the opening. (Engineer, 2 

August 1889, p.103) 

Heenan & Froude, of Newton Heath, have in hand an order from the L&YR for sixteen bridges. 

(Engineer, 2 August 1889, p.105) 

Report for the L&YR meeting. (Railway News, 3 August 1889) 

Since the opening of the MR extension at Manchester, connecting […] with the L&YR the traffic has 

been satisfactory, and the arrangements only require to be better known to prove the success of the 

undertaking. It is a great convenience to have direct communication from Victoria station, 

Manchester, to St Pancras, thus avoiding the expense and trouble to passengers of crossing 

Manchester. (Railway News, 3 August 1889) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday 7th August 1889. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 August 1889) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday 7th August 1889. (Railway News, 10 

August 1889) 

A new approach to Exchange station, Manchester, is being carried out by the LNWR . At present 

carriages from No.3 platform have to descend a steep slope, to pass beneath a bridge, and then to 

ascend another awkward gradient to the front of the station…It is proposed to construct a new 

bridge over the river Irwell, crossing the river obliquely, from the corner of Victoria Street and the 

bridge leading to Chapel Street, to the circular station approach we have alluded to. This structure 

will enable a roadway to be made which will have a down gradient from the platform, and will also 

be a shorter cut to Victoria Street…The foundations for the girders of the bridge on the 

Manchester side of the river have been put down, and the opposite piers are being formed in the 
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station wall. One of the girders will be an exceptionally long one, and the other but short, as the 

bridge will be of a somewhat triangular shape. (Manchester Courier, 16 August 1889) 

L&YR locomotive expenses; 

Running expenses 1888 1889
Wages £99.3 £100.6
Coal £56.2 £57.1
Repairs and renewals
Wages £43.6 £45.1
Materials £28.6 £33.1

Miles run 723,100 731,100
(Railway News, 17 August 1889) 

H Raynar Wilson has been appointed to the position of signal engineer to the L&YR. He has acted as 

assistant to Paul Prince, of the MR signal department, for some years, and in that capacity, by his 

intelligence and trustworthiness, has won the esteem of all who have been associated with him. He 

takes up his new duties next month. (Railway News, 17 August 1889) 

An interesting programme had been prepared for the Newton Heath C&W works athletic festival 

on Saturday, 24th August 1889 and the various events were got through in capital style. During the 

afternoon the Newton Heath LYR Alexandra Brass Band under the conductorship of Mr T Locking 

gave a selection of music. The festival will be concluded today when another large programme will 

be gone through. (Manchester Courier, 26 August 1889) 

The second and concluding day of the festival was brought to a successful issue yesterday, Monday, 

26th August before 3,000 spectators. (Manchester Courier, 27 August 1889) 

Half yearly meeting report of the Halifax High Level Railway including report on the progress. 

(Engineering, 6 September 1889) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new footbridge and booking office at Pemberton; 

for the reconstruction of West Sheds in galvanized iron at Goole. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

September 1889) 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £3,676-18-6d, less £348 for old materials, to be accepted for additional 

work at Rochdale. (L&YR Minutes 26 September 1889) 

October 
Report and illustration of widening and other works at Miles Platting and Park. (Railway Engineer, 

10-1889) 

Several railwaymen were charged with stealing a quantity of whisky from a cask whilst in transit on 

the L&YR at Miles Platting and some of them with stealing a variety of other goods. A hogshead of 

Scotch whisky was last month consigned from Glasgow to Pontefract. It was conveyed to Oldham 

Road goods station where it was transhipped for Pontefract, and sent in a wagon to the Brewery 

Sidings to be attached to a train of other wagons en route for its destination on the night of the 16th. 

September, 1889. It, however, met with an accident during some shunting operations, and the end 

was caved in, causing a third of its contents to leak. The cask was left on the sidings, and the 

prisoners were charged with stealing the spirits to the extent of about 20 gallons […]. It will be 

remembered that one of the men, named Grant, who took part in the orgy, died from the effects of 

the spirit he had drunk. Eight were found guilty. (Manchester Evening News, 4 October 1889) 
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L&YR wages for maintenance of way; 1884, £76,000; 1888, £72,000. (Railway News, 5 October 

1889) 

Report of an accident at York station on 7th September 1889 when a L&YR train ran into the buffer 

stops at the end of No.9 platform. Although the driver had been on duty for 3½ hours he had been 

on duty for 15½ hours on the previous day. The inspector noted that previously he had called 

attention to the excessive hours worked by L&YR drivers. (Engineer, 18 October 1889, p.327) 

Table of coal consumption by the L&YR for each half year ending December 1884 to June 1889. 

(Railway News, 26 October 1889) 

On Tuesday evening, 22nd October 1889, a free concert was given in the large dining hall of the 

L&YR Carriage and Wagon works, Newton Heath, to the employees, their wives and families by the 

Dining Room Committee. The programme consisted of songs, violin duets, and selections by the 

works band under the direction of Mr. T Locking, the bandmaster. The room was well filled, about 

800 being present […]. 

We understand that these concerts are to be given periodically, and the success of Tuesday evening 

will greatly encourage the committee to continue them. The committee are indebted to the 

directors of the company for the use of the room. (Manchester Courier, 26 October 1889) 

November 
The GNR invites tenders for the construction of the Dudley Hill to Low Moor extension railway. 

(Manchester Guardian, 1 November 1889) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new offices at the Stores Department, Miles Platting. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 November 1889) 

Notice of the L&YR Act of Parliament. (Manchester Guardian, 18 November 1889) 

The probable completion, within two years, of the (Manchester) Ship Canal works is the occasion 

for certain prospective undertakings of the L&YR Company, of which they have given the usual 

statutory notices. The railway companies having centres in Manchester will all, no doubt, 

immediately the canal is completed, want to have their lines connected with its quays and wharves. 

The L&Y Company, in preparation for the event, have given notice of their intention to ask, in the 

next session of Parliament, for powers to construct two branch railways from the main line between 

Manchester and Bolton – the first from a point near Windsor Bridge, at the south side, to land 

belonging to the Ship Canal Company, “at a point about 13 yards, measured in a southerly direction, 

from where the fence on the south side of New Park Road abuts upon the Manchester Race Course fence”, 

whilst the second will commence by a junction with the last mentioned railway, “at a point about 10 

yards east of the junction of Halliwell Street with Trafford Road, and terminate in the property of the Ship 

Canal Company some 13 yards south of a point in the south fence of New Park Road, about 42 yards west 

of Trafford Road”. At the same time the directors will ask for authority to widen and improve their 

lines and works in Salford, particularly between Windsor Bridge and Victoria station, so as to ease 

the present crowded condition of the traffic in that locality, and also to improve the facilities on the 

eastern side of the station by constructing an additional line, commencing by a junction with the 

Company’s Manchester and Leeds Extension Railway at the north-easterly side of Ducie Bridge, 

Corporation Street and terminating by a junction with the railway at a point about 240 yards from 

the Osborne Street bridge. The Company further propose making a bridge for foot passengers over 

the Ardwick branch railway, commencing in Viaduct Street at a point about 14 yards north of the 

centre of the level crossing known as “Taylor’s Crossing”, and terminating in and out of the existing 

footpath about 18 yards from the centre of the crossing. (Manchester Guardian, 19 November 

1889) 
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The 4th concert of the series to be held by the Dining Room Committee connected with the L&YR

at the Newton Heath Carriage and Wagon works took place on Wednesday evening, 20th

November 1889, in the large dining hall, which was densely packed with an enthusiastic audience. 

The proceedings commenced with a march by the LYR Alexandra Brass Band followed by an evening 

of songs and music. (Manchester Courier, 22 November 1889) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £2,351-1-9d, to be accepted for offices for stores department at Miles 

Platting; also that of R Neill & Sons, £1,596-10-0d, for footbridge, waiting rooms, and raising 

platforms at Burnley, Manchester Road. (L&YR Minutes 27 November 1889) 

December 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of new bridges and approaches, subways, retaining 

walls, etc and the erection of a new passenger station at Ashton; for the erection of a new goods office 

at Rochdale. (Manchester Guardian, 4 December 1889) 

A dispute is threatened at the L&YR Horwich works and meetings have been arranged, the question 

at issue being that the overtime rates are below those paid in the Manchester district. (Engineer, 6 

December 1889, p.481) 

Report of an accident at Cheetham Hill Junction on Saturday, 7th December 1889. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 December 1889) 

Late on Saturday, 7th December 1889 the 10.45pm Manchester to Bacup passenger train ran into a 

LNWR pilot engine which was standing at the rear of a LNWR coal train of twenty seven wagons at 

Cheetham Hill Junction. The goods brake van was thrown into the path of the 9.40pm Bacup to 

Manchester passenger train. The line was blocked by debris for most of Sunday. (Middleton 

Guardian, 14 December 1889; Manchester Courier, 6 February 1890) 

H M Nowell to install a weighing machine, office and foundations at Heckmondwike for £151-19-6d 

in new materials or £145-18-4d if with old. (L&YR Minutes 18 December 1889) 

The 6th concert in the Newton Heath Carriage and Wagon works large dining hall took place on 

Wednesday evening, 18th. December 1889. (Manchester Courier, 21 December 1889) 

The L&YR secretary states that during the past year block working has been instituted for 

controlling the fast trains between Windsor Bridge Junction and Hindley Junction and for the 

connecting lines Hindley to Pemberton and Dobbs Brow Junction to Dicconson Lane Junction 

(Westhoughton connecting line). 

Also that in addition to what is shown on the returns, 105 sets of electric apparatus have been fixed  

to repeat electrically the action of the signal arms  at various places on the line; also 18 additional 

telephones have been fixed during the past year, to facilitate the working of the traffic. (Signal 

arrangements, LXV, c6038, December 31st 1889)
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1890 – 1899 
1890 
January 

Report of a porters’ meeting at Pendleton. (Manchester Courier, 6 January 1890) 

On Wednesday evening, 8th January 1890 the L&YR Carriage & Wagon works dining room 

committee held their 7th concert in the large dining room […] there was a large audience who 

appreciated the treat provided. (Manchester Courier, 10 January 1890) 

Shortly after 1.00am on Thursday, 16th January 1890 three wagons of a goods train from Wigan, 

consisting of thirty one wagons and a brake van, were derailed whilst passing Dane Mills at the 

entrance to Middleton station. Although a breakdown gang arrived from Newton Heath it was not 

until 10.00am before the line was cleared. Delayed traffic had to use a single line. (Middleton 

Guardian, 18 January 1890) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of platform roof, new waiting rooms, etc. at Marsh Lane, 

Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 18 January 1890) 

The 8th concert of the series held by the Dining Room Committee in connection with the L&YR

Carriage & Wagon Department. Newton Heath took place on Wednesday evening, 22nd January.  

After a selection of music and songs two cornet solos were played by Mr C Kay. Mr James Cusick 

caused much merriment with his comic songs and dancing and Messrs Dalton and Hannon earned 

the plaudits of the audience for the “Pointsman’s Argument”, etc. The accompanist was Mr J H Sykes. 

(Manchester Courier, 24 January 1890) 

Report of a proposed new railway from Leeds and Bradford to Manchester, running between Halifax 

and Oldham. (Engineering, 24 January 1890) 

February 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new subway, platforms, booking office, and waiting 

rooms, at Honley. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1890) 

Report of the directors for the meeting to be held on 12th February (Manchester Guardian, 6 

February 1890) 

BoT report of the double collision on 17th December 1889 at Cheetham Hill Junction. (Manchester 

Courier, 6 February 1890) 

The 9th Concert […] took place in the large dining hall on Wednesday evening 5th. February at the 

L&YR Carriage & Wagon Department, Newton Heath. There was a large audience present who 

were provided with a good evening’s entertainment. (Manchester Courier, 7 February 1890) 

Report of the directors for the meeting to be held on 12th February (Railway News, 8 February 

1890) 
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The L&YR are applying for powers to widen the incline from Victoria station to Miles Platting. The 

widening of this portion of the line has become necessary in consequence of what the enterprising 

MR Company are doing. It is hoped that two passenger stations will be provided at Smedley Point 

and Cyprus, north of Queen’s Road. (Middleton Guardian, 8 February 1890) 

The report of an accident on the L&YR at Cheetham Hill Junction on Saturday, 7th December 1889 

was issued. At about 10.49pm the 7.50pm LNWR coal train from Plodder Lane to Rochdale was 

standing on the down fast line being assisted at the rear by a L&YR banking engine when it was run 

into by the 10.45pm passenger train from Victoria to Ramsbottom. As a result the up fast line was 

fouled and the 9.40pm passenger train from Bacup to Manchester ran into the wreckage. (Middleton 

Guardian, 8 February 1890) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 12th February It was reported that the 

widening between Preston and Kirkham was practically completed, and the Heckmondwike new 

station had been completed. (Manchester Guardian, 13 February 1890) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 15 February 1890) 

The L&Y invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 18 February 1890) 

At the Victoria Station Lodging House, established in 1879, 432 women and girls passed through in 

1889 making 3,914 since its opening. (Manchester Courier, 22 February 1890) 

March 
Reports of the meetings of the West Lancashire Railway and the Liverpool, Southport and Preston 

Junction Railway. (Railway News, 1 March 1890) 

The L&YR have not granted the requests of the goods guards and pilot engine shunters for an 

advance in wages as embodied in their memorial of 13th January (Engineering, 7 March 1890) 

The 11th. Concert at the L&YR Carriage & Wagon Department, Newton Heath on Wednesday, 5th. 

March was attended by a large audience. The humorous portion of the programme was contributed 

by Messrs Yates and Wallace, both of whom delivered their songs, etc. in remarkably good style and 

evoked much laughter. (Manchester Courier, 8 March 1890) 

Yesterday, Thursday, 13th March 1890 at the Heywood Town Council meeting a committee was 

appointed to wait upon Mr Maddock, of the L&YR Company, to protest against the proposal of the 

company to alter the platform for Heywood trains at Victoria station, Manchester, from No.3 to 

No.7. It was urged that the alteration would be exceedingly inconvenient to Heywood passengers, 

and Alderman Isherwood protested against the way in which the company treated Heywood. 

(Manchester Guardian, 14 March 1890) 

The contract for the erection of the new station at Ashton for the L&YR has been let to R Neill. 

During the past few days a start has been made with the work and already considerable progress has 

been made. One of the earliest acts of the contractor has been to close Henrietta Street Bridge 

over the line and a temporary footbridge has been erected close to it. The existing stone arch is to 

be immediately pulled down and a greatly lengthened one erected in its stead. A temporary station 

will be built near to the existing one, the site of which will afterwards be completely cleared. The 

new station which is to occupy the present ground and a large space adjoining will have a long island 

platform, approached by a subway. There will be four pairs of rails, two pairs on either side of the 

platform, so that the express trains of the LNWR and other through trains will be able to pass local 

trains standing at the platform. The work is expected to be completed in rather less than two years. 

(Manchester Courier, 15 March 1890) 
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G Parkinson having “failed in due performance” of the works on the Rochdale widening and new 

station, and on the booking office and footbridge at Pemberton, notice of termination of contract has 

been served at his office and residence. The engineer to obtain fresh tenders for completion. (L&YR

Minutes 25 March 1890) 

April
A library to be built at Newton Heath carriage works, estimated cost £200. The Dining Room 

Committee will pay 5% on that sum in the form of rent. (L&YR Minutes 8 April 1890) 

Tender of W A Peters, at a schedule of prices, to be accepted for the work at Rochdale left unfinished 

by Mr Parkinson. Estimated cost £704-6-3d. Also that of Dransfield & Smith, £727-9-8d, for 

excavations for carriage shed and sidings at Cheetham Hill. (L&YR Minutes 10 April 1890) 

Much dissatisfaction is felt at the proposed stopping up of the south west end of Gravel Lane, 

Salford, by the L&YR in the carrying out of their project for widening the line. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 April 1890) 

Forty eight bogie carriages to form sixteen trains to be built at an estimated cost of £33,536. (L&YR

Minutes 24 April 1890) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the shipping shed, New Bailey Street, Salford. 

(Manchester Guardian, 26 April 1890) 

A memorial has been addressed to the directors of the L&YR requesting them to connect their line 

from Holmfirth to Stalybridge and from Clayton West to Haigh or Darton, in which event a through 

and direct communication would be made from the Barnsley coalfields to Holmfirth and forward to 

Manchester. (Railway News, 26 April 1890) 

May 
Report of the Select Committee hearing of the L&YR Bill, including widening at Rose Grove and the 

Manchester Ship Canal branch. (Manchester Guardian, 7 May 1890) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £7,903-19-1d, to be accepted for extension of warehouse at New Bailey Street, 

Salford. (L&YR Minutes 8 May 1890) 

The Select Committee reporting on the L&YR Bill heard that the company have decided to build a 

bridge over Gravel Lane, Salford, instead of stopping up the street. (Manchester Guardian, 9 May 

1890) 

Description and illustration of the Webb and Thompson single line staff apparatus. (Engineering, 9 

May 1890) 

June 
The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of Lees Road Bridge, Mumps, Oldham; for the 

construction of a culvert at Aspen Valley viaduct, Church. (Manchester Guardian, 3 June 1890) 

Works at Rochdale to be let to W A Peters & Sons, for £9,181 April 1d.  

Booking office at Pemberton to be let to Mr Prescott for £293-14-4d; completion of new footbridge at 

Pemberton to be let to Chadderton Iron Co. for £226. (L&YR Minutes 11 June 1890) 

Tender of G Baker, £3,030-0-6d, to be accepted for a culvert at Aspen Valley viaduct, Church; also 

that of Holme & King, £5,717 July 4d, for a bridge at Lees Road, Oldham. (L&YR Minutes 12 June 

1890) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the alterations of levels of a portion of the Ardwick branch, including the 

reconstruction of the bridge over the canal, Medlock viaduct, and Hulme Hall Lane, a footbridge at 

Taylor’s crossing. (Manchester Guardian, 14 June 1890) 

The annual general meeting of Newton Heath L&YR football club was held in St Paul’s school, Ten 

Acres Lane, Newton Heath, last evening, Wednesday, 18th. June, Mr Panter presided and there was a 

good attendance. The statement of accounts was presented by the committee, from which it 

appeared that the receipts at the gates, etc. had amounted to £1,551-12-11d and subscriptions, 

£165-5-6d. The payments included £1,032-13-8d, wages to players, grounds men, and trainer; and 

£303-7-3d paid to visiting clubs. The committee paid off outstanding liabilities at the beginning of the 

season amounting to £64-5-11d whilst they had incurred liabilities amounting to £65-9-0d thus 

leaving a net loss upon the year’s working of £1-15-1d. The total liabilities of the club amounted to 

about £200. The balance sheet was adopted unanimously. Mr F Attock was unanimously elected 

president and Messrs M’Connell and Sadler secretaries. (Manchester Courier, 19 June 1890) 

Tender of Dransfield & Smith, £9,370-9s-5d, to be accepted (subject to satisfactory arrangements 

with the (Manchester Sheffield and Lincolnshire) for alterations of levels of the Ardwick branch, 

reconstruction of bridge, Medlock viaduct over canal, Hulme Hall Lane, and footbridge at Taylor’s 

level crossing. (L&YR Minutes 26 June 1890) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an engine shed at Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 28 

June 1890) 

July 
Tender of R Neill & Sons to be accepted for engine shed at Southport, provided they agree to reduce 

to £12,794 September 10d, the amount of E Taylor & Co.’s tender. (L&YR Minutes 10 July 1890) 

The engineer to arrange with Dransfield & Smith to build the retaining wall between the High Level 

Goods Line and the proposed future widening of the main line from Collyhurst Street eastwards, at 

their schedule of prices for the Miles Platting widening. (L&YR Minutes 23 July 1890) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new bridge and road approaches and the erection of 

a new passenger station at Dark Lane, (Northorpe) Mirfield. (Manchester Guardian, 26 July 1890) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 6th August. It was reported that 

“the works in connection with the new station at Rochdale had been delayed because of the failure of the 

contractors; the work has now been re-let and is proceeding satisfactorily”. (Manchester Guardian, 30 July 

1890) 

August 
In consequence of the rapidly increasing traffic the L&YR are making extensive additions to and 

alterations at the Chapel Street station, Southport, and have other improvements in contemplation. 

The chief addition at present is the erection of a new engine shed and other works in connection at 

a cost of some £14,000 on the Kensington Road side of the goods yard. A new coal stage and a large 

turntable will also be provided. Extra sidings will be laid down to counterbalance those absorbed by 

the engine shed. Mr H Robins, the permanent way inspector for the Liverpool, Wigan and Southport 

district, is removing his workshops adjoining the present engine shed to St Luke’s station where 

ground is being cleared for the purpose but this is not included in the £14,000 already mentioned. 

The plans have been prepared by Mr Hunt, the company’s engineer, and will be carried out under 

the supervision of Mr Bowen by R Neill, the contractors. In the station proper important alterations 

are in contemplation. The trains arriving and departing number about 150 per day independent of 

the excursion trains and each year the strain becomes greater. (Manchester Courier, 1 August 1890) 
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Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 6th August (Railway News, 2 

August 1890) 

Part of the extension of loading mound at Bankfield goods station to be carried out by Dransfield & 

Smith, estimated cost, £1,600. (L&YR Minutes 5 August 1890) 

Tender of Holme & King, £10,098-5s-2d, to be accepted for new bridge, roads, and passenger station 

at Dark Lane, Mirfield. 

Sixteen first class bogie carriages to be fitted with lavatories. (L&YR Minutes 6 August 1890) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 6th August (Manchester Guardian, 7 

August 1890) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 6th August (Railway News, 9 August 

1890) 

In consequence of a rapidly increasing traffic, the L&YR Company are making extensive additions to 

and alterations at the Chapel Street station, Southport, and have other improvements in 

contemplation. The chief addition at present is the erection of a new engine shed and other works 

in connection, at a cost of some £14,000. The plans have been prepared by Mr. Hunt, the 

Company's engineer, and will be carried out, under the supervision of Mr. Bowen, by Messrs. Robert 

Neill & Sons, contractors, Manchester. (The Builder, 23 August 1890) 

The two days’ athletic festival was commenced at Newton Heath on Saturday, 23rd August 1890 

before 3,000 spectators. (Manchester Courier, 25 August 1890) 

The annual two days’ meeting was concluded yesterday, Monday, 25th. August (Manchester Courier, 

26 August 1890) 

September 
Report of the funeral of William Thorley, the L&YR general manager who died in London on Friday, 

30th August 1890 and which took place at Brooklands cemetery. His body had been brought back to 

his home, “Parkfield” Cheetham Hill. Twenty two L&YR officials were present. (Manchester Courier, 

3 September 1890) 

Plate-flattening and Straightening Machine for Horwich works. (Engineering, 5 September 1890) 

Report of the death of William Thorley, the L&YR general manager. He joined the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway in 1843 in the audit department being appointed audit accountant shortly afterwards. 

He became general manager on 16th October 1867 in succession to James Smithells. (Railway News, 

6 September 1890) 

Report of the opening of the Halifax High Level Railway on Thursday, 4th September (Railway News, 

6 September 1890; Engineer, 19 September 1890) 

Yesterday, Wednesday, 17th September 1890 a bronze statuette, the work of F J Williamson and 

inserted into one of the central columns of the entrance to the L&YR station at Liverpool, was 

unveiled by Mr Armytage, chairman of the company. It is a statuette of the late John Pearson, 

chairman of the railway, ex-mayor of Liverpool, and an ex-sheriff of Lancashire. During Mr Pearson’s 

term of office the L&YR made great progress and the lines of future enterprise were laid down. 

(Manchester Courier, 18 September 1890; see also Railway News, 20 September 1890) 

Amid much public rejoicing the Halifax High Level and North and South Junction Railway was 

opened for passenger traffic on Thursday, the 4th inst., it having been used for goods traffic for a 
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month previously. It has been constructed to meet a long felt want to provide railway 

accommodation for the top of the town, which is situated 400 feet above the present Horton Street 

station of the L&YR Company, the traffic to which district has hitherto been conducted by very 

laborious carting up the steep streets with which the town is built. It also affords communication 

from the Bradford and Halifax line of the GN and L&Y companies at Holmfield to the suburbs on 

the west side of the town, in which its principal development is proceeding. After various abortive 

attempts for the attainment of these objects, Parliamentary powers for the present undertaking 

were granted by various Acts of 1884, 1887, and 1888.  

The line commences by a junction at Holmfield with the Halifax and Ovenden Junction Railway of 

the GN Company, and immediately begins its ascent from that railway. The character of its route 

necessitates steep gradients and heavy works; 1 in 50 is the ruling gradient, nearly one mile being 

constructed at this rate out of the whole length of 3¼ miles. The sharpest curves are 15 chains 

radius, three of which occur in the vicinity of the stations, 20 and 30 chains being the usual radius 

throughout the line. The formation throughout the line is solid rock, with the exception of a few 

yards of soft ground. There are several deep cuttings, the deepest of which is 66 feet. The highest 

embankment is 70 feet. A tunnel has been cut for a length of 820 yards under Ovenden Moor, and is 

lined throughout with brick arching carried on stone side walls. A stone viaduct, consisting of ten 

spans of 50 feet, each, and 100 feet in height carries the line across the Wheatley Valley. Just beyond 

this point a landslip occurred under the embankment skirting the hill side, which difficulty has been 

obviated by diverting the line a few feet into the hill and building a retaining wall.  

There are six under bridges and ten over bridges, all of small span, some of which have iron 

superstructures, and some brick arches; all the abutments and wing walls being built of the excellent 

stone furnished by the excavations in various positions. Two large culverts, 10 feet span, skirt the 

feet of th embankments, and two, 4 feet 6 ins and 3 feet 6 ins, respectively, pass under the railway. 

Two stations have been provided at Pellon Lane and St Paul’s – the terminus – which are both well 

fitted with all requirements to accommodate both passengers and goods traffic. The line is double 

throughout. For the permanent way a bull headed steel rail, 82lbs per yard, has been adopted. There 

is not a level crossing on the line. The cost, owing  to the heavy character of the works, has been 

over £300,000. The requisite capital was largely contributed by the locality. The works were 

commenced in November, 1887, and have since been prosecuted with vigour by the contractors, 

Messrs C Baker & Sons, of Chesterfield; Messrs W Beswick Myers, and Samuel Utley are the 

engineers. The line is being worked by the GN and L&YR companies jointly. (Engineer, 19 

September 1890, p.234) 

On Wednesday afternoon, 17th September 1890 a portrait bust of the late John Pearson was 

unveiled in Liverpool by R T Armytage of Manchester. The memorial occupies a conspicuous 

position on the mid-portal of the gateway entrance to the L&YR Exchange station, Liverpool […] 

underneath the bust was the following inscription; “John Pearson, born 1824, died 1887. Chairman of 

the L&YR; Mayor of Liverpool, 1871-2; High Sheriff of Lancashire, 1875-6. Erected by his friends.” (Railway 

News, 20 September 1890; see also Manchester Courier, 18 September 1890) 

October 
Report, with illustrations, of the widening at Miles Platting by the L&YR. (Railway Engineer, October-

1890) 

Messrs Holme & Nichol, of Liverpool, are enlarging Thornhill station for the L&YR. (Engineer, 3 

October 1890, p.274) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Nelson. (Manchester Guardian, 

4 October 1890) 
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The first concert of the second season given by the L&YR Dining Room Committee took place in 

the large dining hall at the Carriage & Wagon works, Newton Heath, on Wednesday evening, 8th

October […]. These concerts were specially inaugurated for the benefit of the employees, their 

wives, and families, and are well appreciated, there being over 900 persons present. It is arranged to 

hold the concerts fortnightly throughout the winter. (Manchester Courier, 11 October 1890) 

Tender of W A Peters & Son, £19,512, to be accepted for new passenger station at Nelson. (L&YR

Minutes 16 October 1890) 

John H Stafford, secretary of the L&YR has been appointed general manager. Stafford succeeded W 

S Lawn as secretary in 1875. (Railway News, 18 October 1890) 

The 13th Concert of the series held by the Dining Room Committee at the L&YR Carriage & Wagon 

works, Newton Heath was held on Wednesday, 22nd October. (Manchester Courier, 24 October 

1890) 

Description and illustration of 4-4-0 No.978. (Railway Engineer, November-1890) 

C W Bayley appointed L&YR secretary in the place of J H Stafford. (Railway News, 1 November 

1890) 

The third concert of the present season was held on Wednesday, 5th. November in the large dining 

hall at the L&YR Carriage & Wagon works Newton Heath. These concerts are being well 

appreciated by the employees, there being about 900 persons present. (Manchester Courier, 8 

November 1890) 

Report of an accident at Chorley on Saturday, 8th. November (Manchester Courier, 10 November 

1890) 

Bradford Road (later renamed Broxton Street) bridge on the Ardwick branch to be renewed for four 

lines of way by Dransfield & Smith if they will do the work at their schedule of prices. If not, tenders 

to be invited. (L&YR Minutes 13 November 1890) 

Dransfield & Smith’s tender, £3,701, for renewal of Bradford Road bridge, Ardwick branch, to be 

accepted provided they deduct items named by Mr Hunt and amounting to £420. (L&YR Minutes 25 

November 1890) 

December 
The 16th Concert of the series being held at the L&YR Carriage and Wagon works dining hall at 

Newton Heath took place on Wednesday evening, 3rd. December (Manchester Courier, 5 

December 1890) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the widening of the Oldham Road goods line, Manchester. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 December 1890) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £15,328, to be accepted for widening the Oldham Road goods line. He will 

not be given possession of the whole of the land before 31st January next, 1891. (L&YR Minutes 18 

December 1890) 

A report has been sent to the Board of Trade on the accident which occurred on the 8th ult., 

between Chorley and Euxton Junction, on the Bolton and Preston line of the L&YR, by Major 

General Hutchinson who for once does not blame the driver. He says:- “This accident, in which the 

whole of the 7.00pm passenger train from Manchester for Fleetwood and Blackpool left the rails about one 

mile from Chorley station, where the train had last stopped, was caused by a slip which had suddenly 

occurred in the slope of a deep cutting just beyond Chorley tunnel, the soft clay from which slip had run 
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down the slope and formed an obstruction about 24 feet long and 3 feet thick over the inner rail of the 

down line, whence it spread with diminishing thickness over the outer rail of the down line and the inner rail 

of the up line. It being quite dark, the driver saw nothing of the obstruction till the engine plunged into it and 

at once left the rails, inclining to the left, followed by the whole of the vehicles, and grinding along the 

retaining wall supporting the slope, which wall gradually increased in height a short distance from the slip. On 

finding what had occurred, the driver at once shut off steam and applied the automatic brake with full force, 

the train being stopped after the engine had run about 160 yards from where it left the rails.” (Engineer, 19 

December 1890, p.511) 

The 17th Concert of the series took place at Newton Heath on Tuesday, 16th. December 1890, 

when Handel’s grand oratorio, The Messiah, was rendered, apart from the soloists there was a string 

band and chorus of about seventy performers. The “Pastoral Symphony” by the band was excellently 

played and well appreciated by the audience. The attendance was again large, the hall being well 

filled. (Manchester Courier, 19 December 1890) 

During the past year (1890) two position blocks have been substituted by three position pattern 

between Milner Royd Junction and North Dean, Bolton and Heywood, Clayton Bridge and 

Stalybridge, and Bolton and Agecroft; 16 sets of electrical apparatus have been fixed to repeat 

electrically the action of the signal arms at various places on the line; also, 29 additional telephones 

have been fixed during the past year, to facilitate the working of the traffic. (Signal arrangements, 

LXXV, c6378, December 31st 1890) 
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1891 
January 

Commencing on 1st. January, 1891 an improvement has been effected on railway tickets, this 

consisting of the printing of the railway fare on each ticket issued. (Manchester Courier, 2 January 

1891) 

The L&YR Company have at last agreed upon terms with their goods guards and pilot shunters. The 

negotiations have been going on for some months, but were impeded through the illness and 

subsequent death of the late general manager, Mr Thorley. The terms and conditions, briefly stated , 

are:- Guards and shunters to be guaranteed a full week’s pay; hours to be sixty three per week, with 

rate of eight hours per day pay for overtime; guards to retain present rates of wages; wages of pilot 

shunters to be 23s per week first year, 24s second year, 25s third year, and until promoted to be a 

guard; 2s per night for lodging when away from home; special Sunday duty to be paid at the rate of 

time and a half, and to be separate and above the week’s pay; ordinary Sunday duty to be paid at the 

rate of time and a half, but to be reckoned in the week’s work; trip trains to be reckoned by time 

instead of money; when guards work, partly on trip and partly on time, both to be added at an 

agreed calculation. The above terms commence from Friday last, the 2nd inst. The delegates have 

unanimously agreed to the above as satisfactory. (Engineering, 9 January 1891, p.52) 

At about 12.30am on Tuesday, 6th January 1891 a goods train of fifty wagons was about 100 yards 

from Crumpsall signal cabin when two wagons, belonging to Mr Kenworthy of Prestwich, were 

derailed dividing the train. The front portion continued along until it was brought to a stand at 

Cheetham Hill Junction. On examination it was found that considerable damage had been done to 

the permanent way along the line from Crumpsall. The damaged wagons had swayed about smashing 

chairs and posts supporting the signal wires and a large coping stone had been dragged from the 

parapet of the subway bridge near Woodlands Road. The breakdown gang was sent from Agecroft 

just after 3.00am and by 6.00am the line was cleared. (Middleton Guardian, 10 January 1891) 

Delays were caused when the empty carriages which form the 8.56am Radcliffe to Manchester train 

was delayed between Cheetham Hill Junction and Crumpsall due to slippery rails; the 8.20am train 

from Manchester was twenty minutes late and the 9.05am train from Prestwich was cancelled. The 

Bacup express was stopped at Prestwich and Heaton Park. (Middleton Guardian, 10 January 1891) 

Long report of an accident at Bolton on Sunday, 11th January 1891. (Manchester Courier, 12 January 

1891) 

 Latest report of the Bolton accident. (Manchester Courier, 13 January 1891) 

Copy of a letter issued by J H Stafford, L&YR general manager, with regard to difficulties 

experienced by the company arising from the epidemic amongst their horses. (Manchester Courier, 

17 January 1891)  

Following complaints from Manufacturers as to the delays in dealing with traffic the L&YR general 

manager has issued a statement pleading that on account of the widespread epidemic amongst the 

company’s horses they are unable to cope with the traffic, and are asking for the forbearance and 

assistance of manufacturers and others by distributing their traffic as far as possible. The company 

has on the sick list 150 horses, and has lost about thirty. The places most afflicted are Oldham, 

Salford and Rochdale. (Railway News, 17 January 1891) 

The last of the seasons concerts, being the 19th., held at the L&YR Carriage & Wagon works dining 

hall at Newton Heath took place on Tuesday, evening, 20th. January, 1891, when a performance was 

given by the Manynema Amateur Minstrels. The hall was crowded, over 1,000 persons present. 
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These concerts were specially inaugurated for the benefit of the employees and their families, and 

from the large numbers attending then it would seem that they have been duly appreciated. 

(Manchester Courier, 22 January 1891) 

Seven thousand additional foot warmers to be provided for use in third class carriages. (L&YR Minutes 

29 January 1891) 

In his report on a collision which occurred on the 21st ult., at Brindle Heath Junction, between 

Salford and Pendlebury stations, on the L&YR, Major Marindin says:- “This collision, which resulted in 

the death of one passenger and injuries to a number of others, was caused by Harry Morley, the driver of 

the special up goods train from Liverpool, failing to keep his train under proper command when approaching 

Brindle Heath Junction, where he overran the home signal at danger, a distance of 100 yards, and stopped 

across the path of the 8.45pm passenger train from Manchester to Southport. He says that he shut off 

steam about 3,300 yards from the home signal, applied his tender brake 2,200 yards, and his vacuum 

brake, working blocks on all his engine and tender wheels, about 900 yards from this signal, but that he 

could not prevent the wheels from skidding, although sand, both wet and dry, was put upon the rails, and he 

blew off and re-applied the brake three or four times. Harry Morley had, at the time of the collision, been on 

duty for 12¾ hours, and his time of duty would not have expired for another two hours. His train was 

running badly, and he should have been off duty sooner, but three hours and those of the driver of the 

Southport train are too long.”  (Engineer, 30 January 1891, p.89) 

Hours of engine drivers, including L&YR in September 1889 and March (Engineering, 30 January 

1891, p.137) 

Table of hours of employment of L&Y engine drivers. (Engineer, 30 January 1891, p.137) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Hebden Bridge. 

(Manchester Guardian, 31 January 1891) 

February 
The L&YR engineer reported that the new bridge in lieu of the level crossing at Thornhill is 

complete and the widening of the viaduct and goods yard at Elland almost ready. At Nelson the new 

goods yard is complete and the contract let for the new passenger station. (Railway News, 7 

February 1891) 

The LNWR submit plans to Eccles Local Board for a branch railway to the Manchester Ship Canal. 

(Manchester Guardian, 10 February 1891) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th February 1891. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 February 1891) 

Hours of signal men, including L&YR in September 1889 and March (Engineering, 13 February 1891) 

Table of hours of employment of L&Y signalmen. (Engineering, 13 February 1891, p.193) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 14 February 1891) 

Hours of passenger and goods guards, including L&YR in September 1889 and March (Engineering, 

20 February 1891) 

Table of hours of employment of L&Y passenger guards and goods guards. (Engineering, 20 February 

1891, p.224) 

Specification, with supplement, of the L&YR 0-6-0 goods engine. (Engineer, 20 February 1891, p.140) 
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John Maddock, passenger superintendent to the L&YR died suddenly on Tuesday, 17th February 1891 

at his home, Kersal Towers, Higher Broughton. Mr Maddock joined the company in 1849 as a goods 

clerk in Liverpool, became goods agent in Bradford and divisional goods superintendent in 

Yorkshire. He came to Manchester in 1872 as assistant passenger superintendent to Mr Blackmore 

whom he succeeded in 1875. (Middleton Guardian, 21 February 1891. 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 28 February 1891) 

March 
Report of the death of Joshua Radcliffe of Rochdale, the oldest director of the L&YR. He was elected 

to the board in 1847 and became deputy chairman in August 1875 until December 1882. (Railway 

News, 7 March 1891) 

The L&YR Bill includes doubling a portion of the line between Manchester and Liverpool; a curve at 

Bury; to alter the position of a level crossing at Salford. (Engineering, 8 March 1891) 

Tender of Holme & King, reduced to £8,435-04-10d, to be accepted for new passenger station at 

Hebden Bridge. (L&YR Minutes 25 March 1891) 

1891. Hours of L&YR servants; 

1850 1890
Drivers 72 60
Guards 57
Signalmen 56* 48
Porters 63 72
*  1880
(Railway News, 28 March 1891) 

April 
BoT report of the accident at Cheetham Hill Junction on 24th. February. (Manchester Courier, 2 

April 1891) 

The L&YR have adopted the electric light for the lighting of Victoria station. The installation consists 

of forty 2,000 candle power lamps of the Brockie-Pell type. The lamps are plain externally, but of the 

latest material and workmanship, and the light is remarkably steady. The lamps are arranged on four 

circuits of ten each, so interlaced that in the event of a breakdown pf a portion of the machinery no 

part of the station will be left in darkness. The generating plant consists of three fine dynamo 

machines constructed by Messrs Mather & Platt. These are placed in the engine house adjoining the 

head offices in Hunts Bank. Two locomotive engines, which have been deprived of their wheels and 

otherwise metamorphosed, are used for driving the countershaft to which the dynamos are belted. 

Here also are placed the controlling switches and indicators. With the help of these the electrician 

in charge is enabled to manipulate the lamps and to see at a glance their condition without leaving 

his position. Two only of the dynamos are used at once, the third being held in reserve. Each 

machine will generate sufficient current for half the lamps in the station. The whole of the 

installation has been carried out by the company’s electrical staff, and the work throughout appears 

thoroughly substantial. It is intended ultimately to lay down a much larger plant in a more central 

position, from which the whole of the station, offices, and approaches will be lighted. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 April 1891) 

The LNWR invite tenders for new buildings and works in connection therewith at Exchange station, 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 4 April 1891) 
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The L&YR are now running an excellent quick train on Saturday from Victoria calling at Bolton and 

Preston to St Anne’s-on-the-Sea for the benefit of golfers wishing to play on the St Anne’s links. 

(Manchester Courier, 11 April 1891) 

On Monday last the members of the Manchester Association of Engineers, to the number of about 

one hundred and fifty, visited the new locomotive and engineering shops of the L&YR Company at 

Horwich. They were met by Mr J A F Aspinall, the chief mechanical engineer of the company, who, 

with other members of the staff, conducted the visitors through the various portions of the works, 

which occupy a covered area of about eleven acres. These works are the most modern of their kind 

in the kingdom, and in their arrangements and the special tools with which they are equipped may 

be regarded as a model, but the short time at the disposal of the visitors only allowed of the most 

cursory inspection of the various departments. Specimens of three types of the locomotives 

manufactured at Horwich, one an ordinary tank locomotive passenger engine, the other an express 

passenger engine, and the third a goods engine, had been specially brought out for the inspection of 

the members, and Mr Aspinall explained that all the movable parts, such as boilers, cylinders, and 

main springs, were identical in each engine, and interchangeable, the only variation in construction of 

the engines being the framework and in the size of the wheel, which are adopted for the special 

requirements of each engine. After the visit, a hearty vote of thanks was, on the motion of Mr John 

West, the president, accorded to Mr Aspinall, and he, in response, expressed the pleasure he felt in 

receiving the society, and added that at all times he would be happy to offer facilities for individual 

members to visit the works. (Engineer, 17 April 1891, p.299) 

May 
The LNWR invite tenders for the construction of station buildings, platform, and roofing in 

connection with the enlargement of Wigan station. (Manchester Guardian, 4 May 1891) 

The L&YR Bill was before a Select Committee on 4th May 1891. It was proposed to double a portion 

of the Manchester to Liverpool railway, for a curve at Bury, to alter the position of a level crossing 

in Irwell Street, Salford. The only opposition came from Salford Corporation. In their evidence the 

corporation stated that they “might be disposed to give, provided your company would carry out the new 

station at Irlams-o’-th’-Height”. The Select Committee was unanimously of the opinion that the 

opposition in this case was unnecessary and the bill was passed to the third reading. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 May 1891) 

The Omnibus Bill promoted by the L&YR Company came before a Select Committee of the House 

of Commons on Monday. It proposes to double a portion of the line between Manchester and 

Liverpool, to construct a connecting curve between two lines at Bury, to acquire lands in various 

places, and to alter the position of a level crossing in Salford. The only opponents to the Bill were 

the Corporation of Salford. After evidence had been given Mr W James, the chairman, said the 

committee were of the opinion that the preamble was proved. They were also unanimously of the 

opinion that the opposition by the Salford Corporation was unnecessary and somewhat vexatious, 

and that they ought to pay the costs. (Engineering, 8 May 1891, p.567) 

Railway extension works are in progress at Normanton, Yorkshire. The works comprise, amongst 

others, the providing of an independent L&Y goods lines from the Goosehill Junction to the 

Normanton station sidings, an independent goods line for the NE Company from Methley Junction 

to Normanton, the extension and re-arrangement of, and material additions, to the sidings generally. 

The cost of the works, it is expected, will be between £40,000 and £50,000. (Engineer, 15 May 1891, 

p.385) 

Heenan & Froude have contracts for the ironwork at Wigan station extension and have just finished 

the Miles Platting widening for the L&YR. (Engineer, 22 May 1891, p.415) 
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An excursion left Ramsbottom for North Wales at 2.00am on Friday, 22nd May 1891 arriving back at 

Ramsbottom at 5.00am on Saturday, 23rd May. (Middleton Guardian, 30 May 1891) 

June 
Obituary of John Hawkshaw. (Engineer, 5 June 1891, p.679) 

Report of the death of Sir John Hawkshaw. (Engineering, 5 June 1891, p.679; Railway News, The 

Builder, 6 June 1891) 

List of coal carried by the L&YR. 

1883, 6,586,000 tons;  
1888, 7,152,000;  
1889, 7,482,000 tons;  
1890, 7,536,000 tons.  

(Railway News, 6 June 1891) 

The LNWR warehouse at Glodwick Road, Oldham, has been destroyed by fire, the building was 300 

feet long and 90 feet wide and four storeys high. It was a similar building to that at Werneth 

belonging to the L&YR which was destroyed five years previously. (Manchester Guardian, 11 June 

1891) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and completion of a warehouse at Royton. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 June 1891) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new coal yard and cattle mound at West Gore 

Street, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 16 June 1891) 

The L&YR Alexandra Brass Band are giving a series of free concerts at the end of Thorp Road, 

Newton Heath, during the summer months. The next concert will take place on Monday next, 29th. 

June 1891. (Manchester Courier, 25 June 1891) 

July 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new footbridge at West Gore Street, Salford. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1891) 

The engineer to proceed with working drawings for widening from Victoria station to Miles Platting, 

estimate, £82,000. (L&YR Minutes 16 July 1891) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and completion of goods offices at Goole. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 July 1891) 

John Jackson who for the last 26 years has had the management of the Oldham Road goods station 

has retired owing to failing health and E Winterbottom, goods superintendent at Salford goods 

station has been appointed superintendent of the Oldham Road goods station in addition to that of 

Salford. We understand there are about 2,000 railway servants employed at these stations. 

(Manchester Courier, 21 July 1891) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the goods yard at Westhoughton. (Manchester Guardian, 

28 July 1891) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 5th August 1891. The 

engineer reports that Rochdale new station has been completed, the widening of the railway at Miles 

Platting was finished and the high level goods line was approaching completion, the new bridge in lieu 

of the level crossing and new passenger station at Thornhill were completed, and the widened 

portion of the viaduct and new coal yard at Elland were now in use. The loop lines at Horbury only 
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require the completion of the signalling, the fork line at Farington was opened on 1st July. Other 

works, including new stations at Ashton, Northorpe, Nelson and Hebden Bridge are progressing 

favourably. (Manchester Guardian, 29 July 1891) 

August 
The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 5th August 1891. The 

engineer reports that Rochdale new station has been completed, the widening of the railway at Miles 

Platting was finished and the high level goods line was approaching completion, the new bridge in lieu 

of the level crossing and new passenger station at Thornhill were completed, and the widened 

portion of the viaduct and new coal yard at Elland were now in use. the fork line at Farington was 

opened on 1st July. (Railway News, 1 August 1891) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th August 1891. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 August 1891) 

Report of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers visit to Horwich works. (Engineering, 7 August 

1891) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th August 1891. (8 August 1891) 

The Newton Heath, L&YR Carriage & Wagon Department, sports festival will not take place this 

year. (Manchester Courier, 10 August 1891) 

Yesterday afternoon, Wednesday, 19th August 1891 the ceremony of cutting the first sod of the new 

railway from the L&Y line to Bury gas works was performed by Alderman Burrow, the chairman of 

the Bury Corporation Gas Committee. The new railway is about half a mile in length with an 

additional quarter mile of sidings. It joins the L&YR from Bury to Bolton, near Deardens.  

The total cost of the works is estimated to be £25,000. The contractors are Messrs Etheridge and 

Clarke of Manchester. It is estimated that the new line will save about £1,000 a year to the 

Corporation in carting. At the ceremony yesterday the Mayor, on behalf of the contractors, 

presented Alderman Burrow with a handsome silver spade, and in doing so said he wished success 

to the undertaking. Alderman Burrow remarked that it was twelve years since the scheme was first 

recommended to the Corporation by the Gas Committee, but difficulties had arisen in carrying it 

forward. He believed the new siding would not only be of advantage to the gas works, but to the 

local manufacturers. (Manchester Guardian, 20 August 1891)  

The first sod of the branch railway from the L&YR to Bury Gas Works was cut on Wednesday 19th

August 1891. The contractors are Messrs Etheridge and Clark of Crumpsall. (Middleton Guardian, 

22 August 1891) 

L&YR locomotive expenses (Railway News, 22 August 1891) 

The LNWR invite the opening of Ravensthorpe station on 1st September 1891. (Manchester 

Guardian, 24 August 1891) 

September 
A serious accident occurred at Facit on Saturday morning, 29th August 1891 to a passenger train 

running from Bacup to Rochdale. The train, which was composed of four carriages and a guard’s van, 

and in which there were not many passengers, arrived at Facit at forty minutes past seven. From 

Bacup to this station the line is double, but about 150 yards beyond Facit the line is single to 

Rochdale (sic). The Bacup passenger train had to wait at Facit until a passenger train from Rochdale 

arrived. About ten minutes before this time a train of waggons laden with stone left Britannia for 

Facit. The engine was a light tank engine, and was in the charge of William Barrett, of Newton 

Heath, and a fireman.  
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The train had only proceeded a short distance down the line when the driver and the guard 

discovered that the speed was increasing not withstanding that they applied the brakes. They were 

to have stopped at the first station, Shawforth, but their efforts to do so were in vain. The runaway 

train passed through Shawforth station at great speed. The officials there at once telegraphed to 

Facit station. At this time the passenger train from Bacup was just leaving Facit, and had only 

proceeded about 150 yards when the goods train ran through the station at a terrific speed and 

dashed into it. The last two carriages of the Bacup train were smashed, and fell on their sides.  

Esther Smith, aged 36, and Hannah Smith, sisters, weavers, residents of Cheetham Hill, Facit, had 

only a few seconds before entered the last carriage for the purpose of travelling to Liverpool and 

thence to the Isle of Man, where they intended to spend their holidays. The former was found 

unconscious, and was immediately removed to the waiting room at Facit. Her skull was fractured, 

and she died about an hour later. Her sister was removed from the wreckage to a residence I 

Underbank Terrace, about thirty yards from the spot, and was subsequently taken to her sister’s 

house. Her injuries, it is thought, are not of a serious nature.  

Mary Alice Hollows, aged 21, the only daughter of Mr John Hollows, manager for Messrs Smithson’s 

mill, Facit, was found in one of the broken carriages with her head cut and suffering severely from 

shock.  

Mr John Shepherd, aged about 60, of Lincoln, a home missionary, was discovered among the debris 

badly hurt. His left foot had been cut off just above the ankle, his right leg was broken, and one of 

his arms was also broken. His immediate removal to Rochdale Infirmary was ordered but the poor 

man died in the evening.  

Barrett, the engine driver, and his fireman, leaped from the engine just before the collision was 

about to occur, the driver suffered a dislocated left shoulder and a bruised right arm. The engine and 

many of the trucks went off the line, and the permanent way was much damaged. A railway porter 

from Bacup, who was serving in the capacity of guard for the passenger train, received injury to his 

jawbone. Several passengers jumped out of the train just before the accident, and escaped without 

injury. (Middleton Guardian, 5 September 1891) 

Blainscough Colliery Company, Coppull, invite tenders for a colliery railway between one and two 

miles long. (Manchester Guardian, 5 September 1891) 

The L&YR and the GNR Joint Committee invite tenders for the construction of a portion of a new line 

connecting the Wakefield to Normanton railway with the Wakefield to Goole railway at Wakefield.

(Manchester Guardian, 12 September 1891) 

The railway embankment from Crumpsall station to Clarendon Road has been railed off with 

adamant (hard steel or iron) railings at a cost of nearly £150. The advantages claimed for the system, 

which promises to prove a new and important industry, are that the rails do not rot like wood will, 

that no painting is required and that they are almost everlasting. (Middleton Guardian, 19 September 

1891) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the cartage of traffic to and from Radcliffe station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 September 1891) 

October 
The L&YR and GNR Joint Committee invite tenders for the erection of a covered shed, retaining 

walls, etc. at Halifax. (Manchester Guardian, 3 October 1891) 

A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 14th October 1891 in connection with the 

stocks of the company. (Manchester Guardian, 15 October 1981) 
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November 
Board of Trade report of an accident on 6th July 1891 at Salford giving a description of the railway 

and the signalling installations to the west of the station. (Railway Engineer, 11-1891) 

Board of Trade report on the accident at Facit on Saturday, 29th August 1891. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 November 1891) 

James Williams, Dewsbury station master, was jailed for three months hard labour having been 

found guilty of embezzling £70 paid to him as guarantee money for trips which had not been 

accounted for. (Manchester Courier, 3 November 1891) 

Board of Trade report of the collision which occurred on 29th August 1891 at Facit station. This very 

serious accident was caused by an error of judgement on the part of Ferriday, the guard of the stone 

train, in not having pinned down a sufficient number of brakes before commencing the descent of 

the steep gradients which prevail for 1 2/3 miles between the summit of the line and Facit station. 

Considering the nature of the engine, the weight of the train, and the greasy state of the rails, a 

judicious guard would have pinned down the brakes on at least 19 to 20 wagons out of the twenty 

four loaded and one empty wagon, of which the train was composed, whereas Ferriday contented 

himself with having thirteen brakes pinned down. (Engineer, 6 November 1891, p.381) 

Notice of the L&YR Bill. (Manchester Guardian, 18 November 1891) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new subway and retaining walls at Littleborough; 

for a new road and bridge in lieu of the level crossing and alterations to the station buildings at 

Hipperholme. (Manchester Guardian, 28 November 1891) 

Report of the launch of the L&Y and LNW railways Fleetwood-Belfast steam ship Duke of Clarence at 

Laird Bros. yard at Birkenhead on Tuesday, 17th November 1891. The steel twin screw vessel is 311 

feet 6 inches long, 36 feet beam, 15 feet 9 inches depth of hold, 17 feet 3 inches moulded depth, and 

1,998 tons. Two separate sets of direct-acting triple-expansion engines with two cylindrical boilers 

to be worked under forced draught at 160 lbs pressure to develop upwards of 4,000 indicated horse 

power collectively. The first class passenger accommodation is for upwards of 200 persons and 

situated amidships forward of the machinery. (Engineering, 27 November 1891) 

A large and powerful steel twin-screw steamer built to the order of the L&Y and LNWR companies 

as an addition to their extensive fleet which conducts the favourably known mail and passenger 

service between Fleetwood and Belfast, was launched from Messrs Laird Bros, works at Birkenhead 

on Tuesday, in the presence of a numerous party of directors and friends. The ceremony of 

christening the new steamer, which was named the Duke of Clarence, was performed by Miss 

Armytage, daughter of Mr G J Armytage, chairman of the L&YR. The very high results in speed and 

general efficiency which have been attained by the twin-screw channel steamers recently built by 

Messrs Laird Bros. have probably influenced the joint Boards in making their first departure from 

paddle steamers in the Fleetwood and Belfast service, a change which will no doubt prove highly 

satisfactory to the owners, as insuring an accelerated service on more moderate working expenses, 

and to the travelling public owing to the high speed and very superior accommodation and 

appointments of the new steamers.  

The various arrangements have been carried out in consultation with Captain J E Jackson, marine 

superintendent, and Mr A T Gibson, engineer superintendent of the L&YR. The Duke of Clarence is 

built entirely of steel, the scantlings being such as to insure a specially strong vessel, and great 

attention has been given to the sub-division of spaces by watertight bulkheads, of which there are 

seven extending up to the main deck, besides others to the lower deck, which, with the addition of 

watertight flats, will insure a practically unsinkable ship. To insure suitable draught to cross the “Bar” 

at all states of tide, ample water-trimming tanks are provided, with means of rapidly filling and 



1890-1899 

772 

emptying-off. Bilge keels are fitted to minimise rolling. She is designed to combine the qualifications 

of a first class mail and passenger steamer with good cargo capacity and superior storage for a 

moderate number of horses, or cattle, on the upper deck. There is a long closed-in mid-ships house, 

a forecastle and poop, the sides between these being carried to the full height for the better 

protection of the cattle; the general appearance therefore is that of a spar-decked ship. She has a 

straight stem and elliptic stern, and will be schooner rigged with two taunt steel pole masts, and one 

funnel. She has a length between perpendiculars of 311feet 6ins., with 36 feet beam and 15 feet 9ins. 

Depth of hold, and measures 1,998 tons BM. The machinery, which has been designed and built by 

Messrs Laird of their special type, consists of two separate sets of direct-acting triple-expansion 

engines, with two cylindrical boilers, to be worked under forced draught at 160lbs pressure, and to 

develop upwards of 4,000 indicated horse power collectively. Propellers of Manganese bronze.  

The first class passenger accommodation, which is for upwards of 200 persons, and situated 

amidships forward of the machinery, consists of a large saloon, the full width of the vessel, on the 

upper deck, amply lighted by dome skylights and circular ports of larger diameter. The walls are to 

be tastefully panelled in satin wood and walnut, and the ceilings decorated in delicate tints of colour 

picked out with gold, and the general furnishings and upholstery will be of a sumptuous character. 

Aft of the saloon on the port side are the ladies’ cabin, private staterooms, lavatories, etc., and on 

the starboard side gentlemen’s staterooms, lavatories, bath room, and steward’s rooms. The pantry, 

galley, etc., are placed abaft the main stairway and close to the saloon. The dome skylight forms an 

attractive feature in the saloon design, and is also utilized for lighting and ventilating the lower cabin. 

The sleeping accommodation on the lower deck beneath the saloon comprises twenty four large and 

well fitted staterooms. The entrance to the saloon, ladies cabin, and staterooms is by a roomy, 

handsome stairway from a house on the bridge deck, and in this house there is also a commodious 

and well fitted smoking room, six staterooms, captain’s and chief officers’ rooms. The bridge-deck is 

carried aft for a  length of about 130 feet, and forms an extensive promenade for passengers, whilst 

the roof of the house on this deck is carried out to the sides, and thus forms a protection from the 

weather. On the roof are stowed the boats and the steering house, and at fore end is the captain’s 

bridge. Under the forecastle, is separate steerage accommodation for women and children, cattle 

dealers, and male passengers. The crew and firemen are berthed under the poop, and the officers’ 

quarters are in a deck house on the poop. The anchor gear and cargo appliances are of the most 

modern and approved type – steam windlass and capstan forward, steam capstan aft, three large and 

powerful steam winches, with heavy derrick gear. The boat outfit, life rafts, and life-saving appliances 

will meet the stringent requirements of the Board of trade, and generally the vessel will be fitted 

complete as a first class passenger steamer, and will be lighted throughout by electricity, having a 

search light on the forecastle. (Engineer, 27 November 1891, p.450) 

The L&YR has announced that fares for third class will be increased by one third as from 1st

December 1891. Previously they have been for first class, 9d single and 1/- return; second class, 5½d 

single and 9d return; third class, 4d single and 6d return. Revised fares will be first class, 10d single 

and 1/1d return; second class, 7d single and 10d return; third class, 5d single and 8d return. All fares 

between Middleton and Manchester. Workmen’s weekly tickets will be 2/- to Miles Platting and 2/6d 

to Manchester. (Middleton Guardian, 28 November 1891) 

The L&YR invite the opening of Northorpe new passenger station on Tuesday, 1st December 1891. 

(Manchester Guardian, 28 November 1891) 

December 
A special meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 2nd December 1891 in connection with the 

stocks of the company. (Manchester Guardian, 3 December 1891) 
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Tender of Holme & King, £7,281-08-3d, to be accepted for new road bridge over the railway and new 

passenger station at Hipperholme; also their tender, £3,156 May 5d, for new subway, retaining walls, 

etc, at Littleborough. (L&YR Minutes 10 December 1891) 
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1892 
January 

Supplement. Standard 0-6-0 goods engine No.1026. (Engineer, 1 January 1892, p.21/2) 

On the Construction of Modern Locomotives. George Hughes. (Engineer, 1 January 1892) (This series of 

articles continues at various intervals until May 1894) 

Board of trade have sanctioned use of widened line and new station at Rochdale, subject to 

conditions. (L&YR Minutes 13 January 1892) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 30 January 1892) 

February 
The LNWR invite tenders for widening the Springs Branch. (Manchester Guardian, 2 February 1892) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 10th February 1892. The engineer 

reported that the high level goods line and widening at Miles Platting are completed. New passenger 

stations at Ashton and Nelson are considerably advanced. The widening of the Oldham Road line is 

almost finished. Alterations at Hebden Bridge are proceeding satisfactorily as is the new coal yard at 

Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 1892)  

L&YR engineer reports that the high level goods line at Miles Platting has been completed. (Railway 

News, 6 February 1892) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday 10th February 1892. It was reported 

that the increase in fuel, lighting, etc., was partly due to the electric lighting at Liverpool sorting 

sidings, Fleetwood dock, Victoria station, and Exchange station, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 11 

February 1892) 

Report of the steel paddle steamer launched on Monday, 1st February 1892 by T B Seath & Co. for 

the L&Y and LNW railways service at Fleetwood, name Lune. Specially designed to act as a tender 

for the conveyance of passengers, also for towing, buoying, and salvage work, for all of which 

purposes she has been specially fitted. The length is 129 feet, breadth 24 feet, and depth 9 feet. She 

is fitted with first class passenger accommodation. The machinery is being supplied by Rankin and 

Blackwood, of Greenock, and is to consist of a pair of their patent diagonal compound surface-

condensing and disconnecting paddle engines, which will be supplied with steam by a pair of boilers. 

(Engineering, 12 February 1892) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a footbridge and booking office, alterations to station 

buildings, raising platform and extension of the goods yard at Rishton. (Manchester Guardian, 13 

February 1892) 

L&YR meeting report. (Manchester Guardian, 13 February 1892) 

A number of railway wagons got off the line at Whitefield on Saturday evening, 20th. February, 1892 

and one or two of them were overturned. Trains from Bury to Manchester were delayed in 

consequence but eventually were got through, a single line being used for both up and down trains 

between Whitefield and Prestwich. (Manchester Courier, 22 February 1892) 

Select Committee report on the hours of working of railway servants; evidence by J H Stafford, 

L&YR general manager. (Manchester Guardian, 26 February 1892) 
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March 
Select Committee report on the hours of working of railway servants; evidence given by J A F 

Aspinall, L&YR chief mechanical engineer. (Manchester Guardian, 1 March 1892) 

Long report – The Hours of Railway Servants. Evidence of J A F Aspinall. (Manchester Courier, 1 

March 1892) 

The LNWR invite tenders for widening the line between Standish and Euxton. (Manchester Guardian, 

3 March 1892) 

The L&Y and LNW railways invite tenders for new platform roofing, covering of the footbridge, new 

parcels office and urinals at Saint Annes-on-the-Sea. (Manchester Guardian, 15 March 1892) 

Tender of E Naylor & Co. £1,136-16-7d, to be accepted for reconstruction of culvert, Swamp 

Reservoir, Luddenden Foot. Also Patterson & Son, £2,908, for new banqueting hall and extension of 

coffee room at Exchange station Hotel, Liverpool. Also W A Peters & Son, £7,028-16-7d, for 

extension of Mechanic’s Institute, Horwich. (L&YR Minutes 17 March 1892) 

The Duke of Clarence went on speed trials on Saturday, 12th March 1892. The first class passenger 

accommodation, which, for upwards of 200 persons, consists of a large saloon the full width of the 

vessel on the upper deck, is lighted by domed skylight and circular ports. She steamed to the North-

West Lightship, and was tried between that point and the Bar Lightship both with and against the 

tide. In the former run she steamed at the rate of 20.2 knots and in the latter, 17.2 knots giving an 

average speed of 18.8 knots an hour, which is considerably over that contracted for. (Engineering, 18 

March 1892) 

At what is known as Aintree Racecourse station on the L&YR where trains from Manchester, 

Yorkshire etc. arrive and from where they depart a platform has been constructed so that 

passengers will not have to alight on the ballast as in former years. The company runs an express 

service of trains from Manchester to Aintree in 40 minutes. (Manchester Courier, 19 March 1892) 

April 
Report and description of the trail voyage of the Duke of Clarence. (Railway Engineer, 4-1892) 

Report of the death of Thomas Wrigley of Middleton. After a while in business he became a railway 

contractor building much for the L&YR including the goods warehouse at Werneth after it had been 

destroyed by fire and his men are at present engaged on a contract for a large warehouse at Royton. 

(Middleton Guardian, 2 April 1892) 

Report of the new paddle steamer, Lune, built for Rankin and Blackmore of Greenock by T B Seath 

& Co. of Rutherglen, on her trial trip attaining a mean on the measured mile of 11.6 knots, the 

guarantee being 11 knots. The vessel is for use chiefly as a tender to the large passenger steamers 

plying between Fleetwood and Belfast, and the broad expanse of the deck renders her specially 

suitable. Steam is supplied at 90 lbs pressure by two “Navy” boilers. An electric light installation is to 

be fitted throughout, on the arrival of the Lune at Fleetwood, by the electrical department of the 

L&YR. The installation comprises a powerful searchlight, and lamps fitted with cables about 100 feet 

long, which can be utilised in connection with salvage operations. The vessel has also special pumps, 

etc., for this work. (Engineering, 8 April 1892) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the rent, or lease, for seven years from 1st May 1892, all that coffee 

house and cocoa rooms, with bakery and cellars under same, known as the Victoria Station Coffee 

House and situated on the Victoria Station Approach, from Corporation Street, Manchester and at the 

northerly end thereof. The premises are doing an excellent business and are admirably situated for 

passengers to and from the station. (Manchester Guardian, 19 April 1892) 
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L&YR locomotive coal expenses. (Railway News, 23 April 1892) 

Horwich has not only benefited in largely increased population by the erection of the railway works 

of the L&YR within its midst, but is deriving considerable advantage on other respects by the 

munificence of the company. Following upon the erection of a Mechanics’ Institute at a cost of over 

£2,000, the directors have decided to expend a further sum of £2,500 on the same buildings, and 

have just thrown open a fine new recreation ground, which has been constructed at an expense of 

£3,000 wholly defrayed by the company and private benefactions on the part of the directors. The 

new grounds, which are situated near the railway station, are handsomely laid out and promise to 

become a popular resort. The incomes from the greenage [sic] and match and gala days will form 

the maintenance fund. (Manchester Courier, 26 April 1892) 

The steamship Duke of Clarence is the latest addition to the fleet running between Belfast and 

Fleetwood. The vessel is an advance in every way on the other remarkably fine boats of the North 

Western and L&YR, which cross the Channel between Lancashire and North of Ireland. She has 

twin screws, capable of making 20 knots an hour with the tide. She is designed to combine the 

qualifications of a first class mail and passenger vessel with good cargo capacity. Fittings for horses, 

or cattle, are set up on the upper deck. The vessel’s hull is divided into eight water tight 

compartments by transverse vertical steel bulkheads, which extend from the keel to the main deck. 

She has a straight stem and elliptic stern, and is schooner rigged with two steel pole masts, and one 

very large funnel. Her dimensions are; 320 feet over all, 311 feet between perpendiculars, beam 36 

feet, depth, moulded, 17 feet 3 inches, depth of hold, 15 feet 9 inches, with a gross tonnage of 1,500, 

and a net register tonnage of 530. The main engines have been designed and built by Messrs Laird, 

who constructed the entire vessel, and consist of two sets of ordinary triple-expansion engines, with 

inserted cylinders, the dimensions being 22, 34, and 51 inches by 33 inches stroke. The stoke hole 

has been adapted for forced draught, air to any requisite pressure being supplied by two large fans 

on the upper deck. (Railway News, 30 April 1892) 

May 
Obituary of William Dodds, L&YR district locomotive superintendent at Liverpool. (Railway 

Engineer, 5-1892) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new offices and stables at Kirkdale; for widening the 

bridge over the canal and extension of the platforms at Burnley Barracks; for the construction of a 

subway at Steeley Lane level crossing, Chorley. (Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1892) 

The steamship Duke of Clarence is the latest addition to the fleet running between Belfast and 

Fleetwood. The vessel is an advance in every way on the other remarkably fine boats of the North 

Western and L&YR, which cross the Channel between Lancashire and the North of Ireland. She has 

twin screws, capable of making 20 knots an hour with the tide. She is designed to combine the 

qualifications of a first class mail and passenger vessel with good cargo capacity. Fittings for horses or 

cattle are set upon the lower deck. The vessel’s hull is divided into eight water-tight compartments 

by transverse vertical steel bulkheads, which extend from the keel to the main deck. She has a 

straight stem and elliptic stern, and is schooner rigged with two steel pole masts, and one very large 

funnel. Her dimensions are:- 320ft overall, 311ft between perpendiculars; beam, 36ft; depth, 

moulded, 17ft 3in; depth of hold, 15ft 9in, with a gross tonnage of 1,500, and a net register tonnage 

of 530. The main engines have been designed and built by Messrs Laird, who have constructed the 

entire vessel, and consist of two sets of ordinary triple-expansion engines, with inverted cylinders, 

the dimensions being 22in, 34in, and 51in by 33in stroke. The stoke-hold has been adapted for 

forced draught, air to any requisite pressure being supplied by two large fans on the spar deck. 

(Engineer, 13 May 1892, p.409) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of three blocks of artisans dwelling in Salford. (Manchester 

Guardian, 14 May 1892) 

L&YR expenses – wages and materials. (Railway News, 14 May 1892) 

The L&YR, which joins in running steamers from Fleetwood to Belfast, has just obtained powers to 

run to Dublin from Fleetwood, so that it is possible that the service to the capital of Ireland will 

soon be improved. (Railway News, 28 May 1892) 

June 
Report of the death of James Brunlees, engineer to the L&YR between 1838 and 1850. (Engineering, 

10 June 1892; Railway News, 11 June 1892) 

Board of Trade have sanctioned the opening of the Miles Platting widening. (L&YR Minutes 15 June 

1892) 

On Friday last week 7,500 employees of Bass & Co. visited Blackpool, more than the 6,300 who 

went to Liverpool in 1891. The first of the fifteen trains arrived at Blackpool at 9.52am and the last 

left at 9.40pm, arriving back at Burton at 1.22am. (Railway News, 25 June 1892) 

July 
The L&YR invite tenders for widening the bridge carrying the railway over Monsall Lane, Newton 

Heath; for widening the bridge carrying Linney Lane over the railway at Shaw; for the extension of 

Holyrood bridge and the removal of earthwork at Royton Junction; for widening and alteration of the 

existing viaduct and lowering a road at Healey Mills, Horbury. (Manchester Guardian, 16 July 1892) 

Tender of M W Walmersley & Co. £2,?95-12-4d, for widening of bridge carrying railway over 

Monsall Lane and the construction of retaining walls at Miles Platting; and £6,179-18-4d, for 

extension of Holyrood bridge and removal of earthwork at Royton Junction, to be accepted, provided 

they will reduce the former by £119-15-6d, the sum included for the extra filling which they can now 

obtain from the excavations of the second contractor; Holme & King, £3,700, for widening and 

alterations of existing viaduct and lowering road at Healey Mills, Horbury. (L&YR Minutes 28 July 

1893) 

August 
Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 10th August 1892. The engineer 

reported that Ashton and Nelson new passenger stations had been opened. The new coal yard at 

Salford is open for traffic. (Manchester Guardian, 3 August 1892; Railway News, 6 August 1892) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th August 1892. It was reported that 

the purchase of land at the east and west of Victoria station for widening the railway was nearly 

complete. (Manchester Guardian, 11 August 1892) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 13 August 1892) 

September 
The L&YR have just approved of the patent safety signal lock of one of their servants, R G Marks, of 

Wakefield. The lock has been subjected to a severe test, extending over a year, and is now admitted 

to present a maximum of simplicity and durability. The appliance may be described as a completion 

of the locking of the points, which becomes compulsory. If the signalman finds it necessary to shunt 

a train from one main line to another, he must release the crossover road lever, which in its normal 

position stands locked. By moving this fulcrum it automatically locks the signals for the line occupied, 

not both lines, and the signals also remain locked when he puts the crossing lever back again to its 

normal position, thus leaving nothing to memory. (Railway News, 3 September 1892) 
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A destructive fire was discovered shortly before 1.00am on Saturday, 3rd. September 1892 at Salford 

goods station. Fire brigades arrived to find the fire had a firm hold in a number of arches used as an 

oil store. The utmost alarm was felt for the permanent way of the two sets of lines over the seat of 

the fire, especially as there were known to be several passenger trains timed to pass along the 

viaduct during the night. Railway officials promptly communicated with the headquarters at Victoria 

and Exchange stations and the traffic both ways was immediately stopped. Meanwhile the flames 

were belching forth from either side of the masonry. As casks containing petroleum were breached 

oil was running about the goods yard in all directions and found its way into the public streets. To 

prevent the flames spreading many workers removed some hundreds of casks of oil stored in the 

arches from Irwell Street to Ordsall Lane. Irwell Street and others were entirely stopped by the 

temporary location there of salvage. For six or seven hours the firemen fought the blaze but it was 

not until 6.00pm on Saturday that water still poured into the three arches most affected. Long 

before that attention had been turned to the railway above, over which no trains had passed for 

hours, one of the last was the mail train for Scotland. By eight o’clock the LNWR were able to 

resume their traffic. The L&YR were less fortunate as the fire had been more serious on their side 

of the viaduct and it was much more difficult to complete their inspection with the result that their 

traffic was not resumed until nearly ten o’clock after being stopped nine hours. (Manchester 

Courier, 5 September 1892) 

Early on Saturday morning, 3rd September 1892 fire broke out in the L&YR arches west of Victoria 

station where large quantities of American and Scotch mineral oil were stored. All traffic was 

stopped for most of the Saturday. (Middleton Guardian, 10 September 1892) 

Special train services will operate between Middleton and Oldham and Middleton and Manchester 

on Saturday, 10th September 1892 on account of the Middleton Agricultural Show. (Middleton 

Guardian, 10 September 1892) 

Report of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers autumn meeting. Visits made to the Liverpool 

Overhead Railway, (p.390/1) and to the admirably planned works at Horwich which Mr Aspinall has 

raised up and was dealt with in the report of the Inst. Mech. Engs in the issue of 7th August 1891. 

(Engineering, 23 September 1892, p.392) 

There have been complaints with regard to the shunting at Prestwich station which begin about 

midnight and are carried on throughout the night. (Middleton Guardian, 24 September 1892) 

October 
On Tuesday, 4th October 1892 at about 4.10am a train of empty coal wagons arrived at Vitriol 

Works signal cabin, Middleton Junction from Oldham and when shunted across the main line to the 

down goods yard was crashed into by a light engine from Newton Heath causing considerable 

damage to the light engine and many wagons. Six coal wagons belonging to Platt Brothers were 

smashed and many others had their ends knocked in. Both up and down lines were blocked for a 

few hours while the Newton Heath breakdown gang cleared the lines. Trains were diverted through 

Oldham. Normal services being resumed at about 10.00am. (Middleton Guardian, 8 October 1892) 

Board of Trade report of an accident at Sandhills on 15th August 1891. (Manchester Courier, 10 

October 1892) 

Part of the embankment at Crumpsall station gave way on Saturday 9th October 1892 leaving a hole 

about thirty six feet in diameter and between five and eight feet deep. The sewers, unable to cope 

with the heavy rain and the ground in front of the station soon became a miniature lake, when 

suddenly part of the embankment gave way taking part of the footpath with it. On Monday a large 

gang of railway men were engaged in repairing the damage. (Middleton Guardian, 15 October 1892) 
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The LNWR have opened the widened lines of the Lancashire Union Railway from the Wigan 

collieries to Garston and Widnes via the Blackbrook branch and through Sutton. They extend from 

Carr Mill Junction over the new portion of the viaduct to Garswood passing behind the existing 

buildings, through Brun (sic) to Ince Moss. Extensive sidings have been constructed and a grid iron 

similar to that at Edge Hill has been formed at Bamfurlong. The lines were opened on Sunday, 16th

October 1892. (Manchester Guardian, 18 October 1892) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the purchase of old materials from buildings in Greengate and Moreton 

Street, off Great Ducie Street, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 22 October 1892) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a block of artisans’ dwellings in Collyhurst Road, 

Manchester; for the construction of a new subway and the erection of new station buildings at 

Featherstone. (Manchester Guardian, 12 November 1892) 

Private Bills. The L&YR has a very modest programme, mostly confined to alterations designed to 

facilitate the handling of traffic. These include a railway commencing at Clayton West and 

terminating in Darton to join the West Clayton and Barnsley branches; a railway commencing by a 

junction with the preceding and terminating in a junction with the Barnsley branch near Haigh 

station; a widening of the Clayton West branch from the Huddersfield and Penistone line to West 

Clayton. At Oldham new roads and streets are to be made, and various alterations to roads and 

bridges are to be made in Accrington, Church, Wigan, Rochdale, Westhoughton, Summerseat, 

Manchester, Nelson, and Brighouse. (Engineering, 25 November 1892, p.670) 

December 
Tender of R Leake & Sons, £2,064-05-10d, to be accepted for new subway and station buildings at 

Featherstone. (L&YR Minutes 8 December 1892) 

John Bilsborough, L&YR goods agent at Preston, has been appointed by the Ribble Commissioners as 

traffic manager for the Preston Docks. He has had several years’ experience at Fleetwood Docks. 

(Manchester Courier, 9 December 1892) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of Alderbottom viaduct, near Ramsbottom. 

(Manchester Guardian, 10 December 1892) 

Table of running of passenger trains in March and September 1892 between Manchester and Leeds 

on the L&YR. (Engineering, 16 December 1892, p.756) 

All traffic was stopped in consequence of one of the girders of a large iron bridge over the L&YR

between Bolton Road and Freckleton Street, Blackburn, having developed a crack. The girder, which 

weighs between 6 and 7 tons, forms one of the first spans at the Bolton Road end, is 12 yards long. 

Heavy balks of timber were used to support it until it can be replaced. (Manchester Courier, 16 

December 1892) 

The spring steel wire carriage seats for railways are being extensively adopted. They have now been 

chosen for the L&YR directors’ saloon. (Railway News, 17 December 1892) 

Tender of T & W Meadows, £3,011-15-8d, to be accepted for the reconstruction of Alderbottom 

viaduct, near Ramsbottom. (L&YR Minutes 22 December 1892) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 31 December 1892) 

The L&YR and Bolton Corporation propose to completely re-model Bolton station. It is intended to 

construct two island platforms, and to accommodate 10,000, people, to provide a couple of carriage 

drives, and to bore a second tunnel under the Liverpool line (sic) to centralise the station. (Railway 

News, 31 December 1892) 
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1893 
January 

Trustees of Parker & Co to be allowed to complete the contract for a portion of the connecting line at 

Wakefield. (L&YR Minutes 11 January 1893) 

Tenders to be invited for widening between the west end of Victoria station and Threlfalls Brewery, 

estimate £110,000. (L&YR Minutes 25 January 1893) 

February 
Description and illustration of 2-4-2 tank engine. (Railway Engineer, 2-1893) 

Talbot Road station, Blackpool, will be put back, the excursion platforms extended and made more 

commodious and improvements made in connection with the goods station. Plans have also been 

got out for the enlargement of South Shore station. (Manchester Courier, 2 February 1893) 

L&YR directors report. The engineer reported that the Oldham Road goods line and alterations at 

Hebden Bridge passenger station had been completed. (Railway News, 4 February 1893) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th February 1893. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 February 1893) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th February 1893. (Railway News, 11 

February 1893) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the line between Victoria station and Deal Street, Salford. 

(Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1893) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new passenger station at Elland. (Manchester 

Guardian, 25 February 1893) 

March 
The L&YR invite tenders for a block of six artisans dwellings in Stonehewer Street, Manchester; for 

the extension of the goods warehouse and the erection of offices at Nelson. (Manchester Guardian, 4 

March 1893) 

Manchester Corporation have passed a resolution concerning the widening of Rochdale Road, viz; 

that, providing satisfactory arrangements can be made with the L&YR, in reference to the levels and 

widening of Rochdale Road at the bridge near Reather Street, the widening of Rochdale Road be 

continued to Victor Street as previously arranged; but if satisfactory arrangements cannot be made 

with the railway company, it is, in the opinion of this committee, desirable that the widening of 

Rochdale Road should not be continued beyond Reather Street, and that the chairman and deputy 

chairman be requested to have an interview with the railway company on this basis. In accordance 

with this resolution the chairman and deputy chairman waited upon the L&YR, and it was decided to 

erect a new bridge at Reather Street, twist the road a little, and raise it two feet. (Middleton 

Guardian, 4 March 1893) 

Last night, Monday, 6th March 1893 Mr S J Smith, CE, Inspector of the Local Government Board, held 

an inquiry at Salford Town Hall into a proposal of the L&YR Company under their Act of 1890 to 

demolish certain dwellings within the borough, and to ascertain what provision of new dwellings 

should be made for the persons to be disturbed […] in 1890 the railway company obtained power 

to construct a branch line between Windsor Bridge and the Ship Canal docks. The line, after leaving 

Windsor bridge, will extend across Hope and Liverpool Streets, will pass under regent Road and 

Tatton Street, and on emerging proceed along Ellesmere Street and thence by a tunnel to the docks.  
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It was stated that the construction of the line would involve the demolition of 177 houses, which 

were chiefly occupied by working class people. It had been ascertained that within a radius of half a 

mile from the proposed line there were 250 empty houses; but, apart from that, the company 

propose to erect 74 houses in Howard Street and Montford Street, off Eccles New Road, and this 

scheme was the subject of the present inquiry.  

Mr S Burnett, assistant in the estate office, Hunts Bank, stated that the rents of the houses which the 

company proposed to pull down ranged between 3/- and 9/- per week, and eleven of the new 

houses would be 6/6d per week and 63 at 5/6d. About twenty of the tenants of the scheduled 

property were present, and several of them objected to the plans of the new houses inasmuch as 

they did not contain cellars or convenient places for storing coals; but the inspector pointed out that 

the company were only bound to provide houses for artisans earning not more than 30/- per week, 

and most of the persons who objected to the plans were in receipt of more than that sum. One of 

the objectors remarked that it was very hard that the company, without making them any 

compensation, should compel them to remove and not provide dwellings large enough in place of 

the old ones. The inspector stated that he would visit the houses and the site of the proposed new 

dwellings. The inquiry then concluded. (Manchester Guardian, 7 March 1893) 

On Monday morning the Liverpool Overhead Railway was opened for public traffic. The illustration, 

Fig. 1 is a view taken where the line dips under the L&YR on the branch to the Wellington Dock. 

The gradient is of short length […] not far from the generating station, and is between the London 

and Clarence stations. The second view Fig.2 is taken from a point near Strand Road, shows the S 

curve directly east of the No.2 and No.3 branches of the Alexandra Dock. (Engineer, 10 March 

1893, p.217) 

Tender of W Dransfield, £83,506-12-2d, less £2,919-14-4d for old materials, to be accepted for 

widening between Victoria station and Deal Street, Salford. Also that of Holme & King, £11,961-6s-

1d, less £195-10-0d for old materials, for new passenger station, subway, retaining walls, etc. at 

Elland. Also that of T Wrigley, £4,910-9s-6d, for extension of goods warehouse, provision of general 

offices, porter’s and lamp rooms, etc. at Nelson station. Also that of Holme & King, £1,032, for 

removal of earthwork and extension of shunting neck at Sowerby Bridge. (L&YR Minutes 16 March 

1893) 

De Bergue & Co have circularised contractors for the Victoria station to Deal Street widening stating 

they have made a mistake of 25/- per ton in their ironwork price, resulting in an increase of £1,756-

11-3d in the tender price. Mr Dransfield and others having stated that this amount must be added to 

their tenders, the total of Dransfield’s accepted tender now becomes £85,255-0-5d less £2,919-14-4d 

for old materials. (L&YR Minutes 22 March 1893) 

The directors of the L&YR were, yesterday, Wednesday, 29th. March 1893, waited upon by a 

deputation from the Newton Heath football club. The tenancy of the ground at North Road is about 

to lapse and the Deans and Canons of Manchester, to whom the ground belongs, have objected to 

the renewal of the agreement. The ground, it appears, was lent originally to the railway company to 

be used as a recreation ground for the company’s work people in the carriage department at 

Newton Heath. Football was the favourite pastime among the men who frequented the ground, and 

subsequently, in place of the railway workers’ club, the Newton Heath football club came into 

existence. By this means a large number of persons were brought to the ground who were not 

railway workers. Some time ago it was represented to the directors of the company that they were 

departing from their original intention, and that outsiders were using the ground for football in 

addition to the railway workers. Under these circumstances it was suggested that notice should be 

given to the club that the ground was to be reserved for the company’s work people. The 

deputation stated to the directors of the company what the desires of the football club were.  
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They asked for the ground for the period of the year beginning 1st. August to the following 30th. 

April. They would like the privilege of making the surface of the ground more adapted to the game 

by covering it with cinders and suitable earth, the drainage at present being very bad. If they could 

have the ground for three years they would be willing to take it from the company subject to the 

risk of the Deans and Canons granting an annual licence to the railway company to sub-let to the 

club. Finally the club were willing to accept any conditions which the company conceived were 

necessary for their general protection. Mr W T Rothwell, who introduced the deputation, stated 

that the ground would be in the hands of the railway company for the summer months, and 

practically there would be no obstacle in the way of it being used by their work people during those 

months, as the intention was when the land was taken over from the Deans and Canons. Unless 

some arrangements could be made the club would have difficulties with the football authorities 

which might probably compel them to disband, and thus throw away all the expectations of the past 

few years which had been necessary to bring the club to the present position. The deputation 

submitted that the existence of a large league club could not fail to be of material benefit to the 

railway company in the shape of increased traffic. Mr G J Armytage, chairman of the directors, 

promised to consider the representations of the deputation, and to send a written reply to them. 

(Manchester Courier, 30 March 1893) 

April 
Tender of M W Walmersley & Co. £1,675-01-0d, accepted for removal of earthwork for carriage 

sidings at Low Moor, a tip having been arranged for at Hipperholme. (L&YR Minutes 13 April 1893) 

Description and illustration of 4-4-0 express passenger locomotive No.1112, together with a speed 

diagram from Manchester to Southport and return. (Engineer, 21 April 1893, p.345) 

May 
Major Dransfield, the well-known railway contractor of Sheffield, has undertaken the widening of the 

L&Y line from Victoria station, Manchester, to Salford. The works, which will be most expensive, 

includes the removal of a brewery, and a bridge over the river Irwell of 105 feet. (Engineer, 5 May 

1893, p.379) 

Report that three quarters of the goods traffic sent from Rochdale to Manchester is taken by the 

Rochdale Canal. Loaded in the evening and delivered the following morning it is much quicker than 

sending by rail. (Engineer, 12 May 1893, p.398) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Wigan. (Manchester Guardian, 

27 May 1893) 

June 
The contracts for locomotive coal for the L&YR and the GER companies are exciting a good deal of 

interest being the first as the new ones laid. It was expected that these companies would obtain 

supplies on terms from 6d to 1/- per ton less than the quotations of last year. (Engineer, 2 June 

1893, p.481) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a block of new offices for the passenger superintendents 

staff, parcels offices, etc. at Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 10 June 1893) 

The total of R Neill & Sons contract for the new passenger station at Wigan, including extension of 

Wallgate bridge, is £30,192-3s-5d, less £608 for old materials. (L&YR Minutes 29 June 1893) 

In their Bill to obtain powers for electric tramways Bolton Corporation have agreed to insert 

clauses to protect the L&YR telegraph, telephone, and signalling repeating instruments from the 

disturbing effects of the electric tramway as was experienced at Blackpool when the tramway was 

introduced. (Engineer, 30 June 1893, p.578) 
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July 
Illustration of 2-4-2 tank engine No.1042. (Railway Engineer, 7-1893) 

A railway accident resulting in the loss of four lives and injury of over thirty persons took place on 

the L&Y and LNW Joint line at Poulton le Fylde, last night, Saturday, 1st July 1893. Poulton is on the 

main line from Preston, and forms a junction for the Blackpool and Fleetwood traffic.  

The line runs straight through to Fleetwood but the Blackpool route branches off immediately after 

leaving the station and takes a sudden curve. Poulton Junction has, for some years, been inadequate 

to cope with the constantly increasing holiday traffic to Blackpool, and one of its most dangerous 

features is the high road level crossing which intervenes between the station and the curve to 

Blackpool. The junction has long been considered of a most dangerous character, and for several 

years past a committee of residents have constantly been appealing to the authorities to effect an 

alteration. The joint companies have within the past year or so decided to divert the line and to 

construct a new station, and now that this disaster has taken place the preparations for altering the 

junction will probably be pushed on more rapidly.  

The train to which the accident occurred on Saturday consisted of an engine and four carriages 

belonging to the LNW Company. It was a special train, running for the first time this season, in 

connection with the holiday traffic. It left Stockport at about 1.00pm on Saturday, calling at 

intervening stations between that town and Wigan, and was due out of Blackpool on the return 

journey shortly before eleven o’clock that night. Fortunately the passengers were comparatively few. 

There were not more than fifty passengers in the four carriages. The train left Talbot Road station 

punctually, and was not timed to stop until Wigan. The driver apparently forgetful of the regulation 

that the speed round the Poulton curve was not to exceed four miles per hour put on full speed. 

Anyhow the passengers say that the pace was not at all diminished as Poulton was reached. 

The consequence was that within six minutes after leaving Blackpool and when half way round the 

curve, the engine left the metals, and after tearing up the permanent way for a few yards plunged 

over on its side. The tender turned completely over and one of the carriages was found on top of it. 

Another carriage reared itself up against a coal wagon which stood on an adjoining siding. A third 

carriage was completely smashed into fragments, while the remaining carriage was badly battered. 

The driver, Cornelius Ridgway, of Stockport, was found lying close to the engine, dead. The stoker, 

when he felt the engine leave the metals, partly jumped and was partly thrown some distance away, 

and escaped almost uninjured […]. 

Breakdown gangs were summoned from Fleetwood and Preston and they laboured hard during the 

night to remove the debris and restore the permanent way […]. Several excursions were due out of 

Talbot Road station after the smash occurred, but as the line was blocked these had to be 

transferred to the Central station and despatched by way of Lytham, causing a delay of several 

hours. (Manchester Guardian, 3 July 1893) 

A serious accident happened to a LNW train shortly after eleven o’clock on Saturday night last, at 

Poulton-le-Fylde, a small station about four miles from Blackpool, where the Blackpool section joins 

the main line of the P&WR from Preston to Fleetwood. At this point there is a sharp but well-

fenced curve, over which there has been an enormous passenger traffic for many years without any 

serious accident. Engine drivers are notified by a signboard that the curve is not to be taken at more 

than six miles per hour, and it is thought possible that Saturday’s accident was caused by a disregard 

of this precaution. The train was composed of a powerful engine and tender, three carriages and a 

brake van. When the curve was reached, eighty yards from the station, the engine jumped the rails, 

ran parallel with them for a few yards, then reeled to the left, striking a triangular bank of earth and 

a petroleum store, and then ran straight on the main line and fell over on its side. The three 

passenger carriages, containing, perhaps, sixty of seventy persons, were wrecked and partially 
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telescoped. The guard’s van kept to the rails. It was found that the bulk of those injured were not 

very seriously hurt. The engine driver was found dead under the engine. (Engineer, 7 July 1893, p.11) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the diversion of the canal at Oldfield Road, Salford; for the diversion of 

Hightown Lane and alterations to the station at Liversedge; for the construction of new bridges 

carrying Brooke Street and Lyons Lane over the railway at Chorley; for widening a short length of the 

Wakefield to Normanton main line and the completion of the fork line to the Goole branch at 

Wakefield; for the extension of the footbridge and new ladies waiting rooms, etc. at Bury E.L. station. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 July 1893) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £10,954, to be accepted for new offices for passenger superintendents staff, 

parcels offices, etc. at Victoria station. (L&YR Minutes 13 July 1893) 

In response to overtures from Cleckheaton Chamber of Commerce the L&Y railway have 

announced that from Monday next, 17th July 1893 they will issue daily workmen’s tickets from 

Cleckheaton as follows;  

Bradford, fare 6d;  
Heckmondwike, 3d;  
Low Moor, 3½d;  
Ravensthorpe, 4d;  
Huddersfield, 10d.  

The condition is the same as in the case of weekly tickets, that the outward journey must be before 

eight o’clock in the morning, and return after five in the afternoon. (Railway News, 15 July 1893) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of six blocks of artisans dwellings in Howard Street, Salford. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 July 1893) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £41,514-5s-9d, to be accepted for the diversion of the Manchester, Bolton and 

Bury Canal at Oldfield Road, Salford. Also that of Holme & King, £59,736-05-5d, for diversion of 

Hightown Lane and construction of new station at Liversedge. Also that of Townsend, Watson & 

Gates, £11,404 May 3d, for bridges in Brooke Street and Lyons Lane and extensions of goods yard at 

Chorley. (L&YR Minutes 26 July 1893) 

A shocking crane accident occurred on Monday on the L&YR at Old Mill bridge, Barnsley, resulting 

in the deaths of two men and serious injuries to a third. The Cleveland Bridge Company were 

replacing cast with wrought iron girders, weighing nine tons. Whilst the crane was being drawn 

along it swayed over, breaking the supports of the bridge. James Phoenix, a fitter, of Wakefield, was 

killed instantly. Another man, named Joseph Cherry, of Barnsley, died at Beckett Hospital. A third 

man, named Wood, remains there seriously injured. (Engineer, 28 July 1893, p.99) 

Report of the opening of the L&YR Horwich Mechanics Institute and Technical School. (Manchester 

Courier, 28 July 1893) 

August 
Railway Signalling by H Raynar Wilson, L&YR signal engineer, Illustrations Nos. 64-72. (Railway 

Engineer, 8-1893) 

Modifications to the Blackpool, St Anne’s, and Lytham Tramway Bill to protect the L&YR, LNWR

and the National Telephone Company electrical systems of signalling have been agreed. The Board 

of trade has been given the power to extend the three year period of time within which every 

electricity using company should be required to insulate their systems by the adoption of the metal 

return. A Parliamentary Joint Committee recently inquired into the question whether the grant of 
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statutory powers to use electricity ought to be qualified by any prohibition as to earth return 

circuits or by any provisions as to leakage or induction. (Engineer, 4 August 1893, p.119) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 5 August 1893) 

During the last eleven years the L&YR have substituted no less than twenty eight bridges in lieu of 

public road crossings and twenty eight footbridges in lieu of footpath crossings. (Railway News, 5 

August 1893) 

Tender of R Brownley, £3,210-06-5d, to be accepted for new grain warehouse at Chorley. (L&YR

Minutes 9 August 1893) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th August 1893. The engineer 

reported that the new station and alterations of the road in lieu of the level crossing at Hipperholme 

had been completed. (Manchester Guardian, 10 August 1893; Railway News, 12 August 1893) 

A collision occurred last evening, Wednesday, 23rd August 1893 between two passenger trains at 

Victoria station causing damage to rolling stock and injuries to several passengers. The collision 

occurred at about 6.20pm on the bridge which spans the river Irwell and near to Irwell Bridge signal 

cabin between the 6.10pm train from Manchester to Wigan and the 5.10pm train from Accrington 

to Manchester which is due in Victoria at 6.20pm and was proceeding slowly over the bridge when 

the driver, William Southworth, and his stoker, J Wainwright, saw the Wigan train advancing in the 

opposite direction and on the line which they themselves must travel over in order to get into the 

station. Southworth at once shut off steam and applied the brakes, and had almost brought his train 

to a stand when the crash came.  

It is pretty generally known that the L&YR Company are very much cramped for room at the Salford 

approach to their station, and that measures are now in progress to widen the line at this point. 

Until, however, this widening has been effected the outgoing trains from certain platforms must of 

necessity cross the line used by the incoming trains from the west […]. Traffic was delayed for a 

time, Mr Sedgwick, Victoria station master, telegraphed to officials at Bolton to divert trains from 

Blackpool and other places and send them via Prestwich. This was done with excellent results, so 

that the trains from the Prestwich direction arrived with comparatively little delay. (Manchester 

Guardian and Manchester Courier, 24 August 1893) 

The Board of Trade report on the Poulton accident was issued by Major-General Hutchinson […]. 

The circumstances connected with this accident all point to the conclusion that it was mainly caused 

by too high a rate of speed on a sharp curve of about six chains radius […]. The engine, tender, and 

the first two vehicles out of the four of which the train was composed appear to have left the rails at 

the same spot, about 130 yards from the commencement of the curve, and from the very slight 

marks of derailment either on the outer rail or the check rail and from the absence of any mark in 

the ballast between the rails, it would seem that the wheels must all have been more or less jumped 

the rails. (Manchester Guardian, 30 August 1893) 

September 
Tender of C Baker & Sons, £1,347-06-10d, to be accepted for excavation for carriage sidings at Low 

Moor. (L&YR Minutes 27 September 1893) 

October
Report of the Board of Trade inquiry into Canal Rates and Tolls; evidence given by the L&YR. 

(Manchester Guardian, 18 October 1893) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new waiting rooms, footbridge, etc. at Bury L&Y; the 

erection of a new footbridge at Walsden; for the erection of anew footbridge at Green Vale level 

crossing, Littleborough. (Manchester Guardian, 21 October 1893) 



1890-1899 

787 

November 
Railway Signalling by H Raynar Wilson. L&YR three doll bracket signal and old style arm. (Railway 

Engineer, 11-1893) 

A meeting of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers was held on 26th & 27th October 1893. 

Following a paper “Artificial Lighting of Workshops” by B A Dobson of Bolton, J A F Aspinall was the 

first speaker. He said that at Horwich they were six miles away from Bolton, where Mr Dobson’s 

works were situated. The author had said, that, in the latter place, all winds except the west and 

north-west bring the surcharged atmosphere from other manufacturing districts, producing at any 

season of the year, if the wind happened to be slight, a sky ranging from dull lead to dark brown. For 

four years in succession it had occurred at the author’s works that, on June 21 – the longest day – 

gas in every room, amounting to nearly 7,500 jets, had to be lighted by 11 o’clock in the morning, 

and had remained lighted until the works ceased, and this had occurred in other towns, and in 

weather that ought to have secured abundant sunshine. To such an extent did gloom prevail, that in 

clear weather the effect of bright light becomes even distressing to the eyesight, simply from the 

rarity of the contrast. As Horwich was six miles away, they were not quite as badly off as that, and 

did see the sun sometimes. Mr Aspinall had placed on the wall a cross-section of one of the bays of 

the shops at Horwich. The author had stated that four inverted arc lamps were tried in these shops, 

but owing to the great height at which they had to be fixed they were not successful. They had, 

however, since been placed in the large drawing offices, and the light for drawing purposes was as 

perfect as light could be. Mr Aspinall had succeeded in lighting the main machine shop with ordinary 

open arc lamps, each protruding through a white washed disc, formed of light boarding framed 

together. In this way artificial illumination was produced by means of reflected and direct rays, but all 

the advantages of the reflected light were not gained, because the eye has a tendency to glance 

upwards towards the dazzling area, and shadows are projected. The reflectors, the speaker stated, 

were 13ft in diameter, and 23ft 6in from the ground. They were obliged to place them at that height 

in order to clear the jibs of the travelling cranes used in the shops and the belting of machines.  

The lamps were so arranged that the positive carbon was placed beneath the negative, and the rays 

of light were thus thrown up from the crater. It was quite true, as Mr Dobson had stated, that the 

system of using reflected light for electrical illumination was not new, it having been tried extensively 

in Belgium, but the thanks of members were none the less due to Mr Dobson for calling attention to 

this matter, and especially to the advantages of the positive carbon being below, whilst the negative 

carbon was above. There was, however, one objection to this arrangement, for the particles of 

carbon were likely to fall off and drop into the crater, which would cause a jump in the light; that, 

however, would not matter much if there were many lamps. In the arrangement of lamps at the 

Horwich shops (a diagram of which was put on the wall) there was one arc lamp to light an area of 

151 square yards; these were 10 and 15 ampere lamps. (Engineering, 3 November 1893, p.529) 

Report of Aspinall and Attock on experimental carriage heating on a train between Manchester and 

Southport and Manchester and Blackpool. (L&YR Minutes 7 November 1893) 

Tender of J Kirkbride, £1,950-0-6d, to be accepted for alterations to Bury L&Y passenger station. 

(L&YR Minutes 10 November 1893) 

Mr Mundella stated that the L&YR had erected a footbridge to obviate the necessity of passengers 

crossing on the level (at Ramsbottom). The gates for vehicular traffic were now interlocked with the 

signals. General Hutchinson had recommended that a subway should be made and that the Local 

Board should pay a part of the cost, but as the Local Board declined, the Board of trade had some 

difficulty in pressing the matter further. (Engineer, 24 November 1893, p.489) 
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December 
New railway schemes before Parliament. The L&Y programme includes a short line at Wakefield, 

widening works at Bolton and Wigan. (Engineering, 1 December 1893, p.672) 

At the meeting of Manchester Corporation Parliamentary Committee held on Thursday, 28th

December 1893 the following report was presented; “The Town Clerk reported that the L&YR

Company have deposited in his office a plan of land situated in Rochdale Road between the bridge over the 

Hunts Bank Incline of the Company near Reather Street and Victor Street, which the Company seek 

compulsory powers of purchase over. These lands were included in the L&YR Act, 1890, which authorised a 

widening of the Hunts Bank Incline, and contained a section for the protection of the Corporation, which 

(among other things) provided for the construction by the Company of a passage alongside such widening 

between Rochdale Road and Pleasant Vale. By a provision order […] the Corporation obtained compulsory 

powers of purchase over the above property for the widening of Rochdale Road, and by an agreement 

between the L&YR Company and the Corporation confirmed by the L&YR Act, 1893, arrangements were 

made as to the widening of the road and the apportionment of the additional cost of construction of the 

bridge carrying Rochdale Road over the Hunts Bank Incline consequent on the widening of that road”. 

(Manchester Guardian, 29 December 1893) 

Report of the L&YR Insurance Society, established in 1850. (Railway News, 30 December 1893) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 30 December 1893) 

The L&YR secretary states that during the past year two position block instruments have been 

substituted by three position patterns between Heaton Lodge Junction and Dewsbury LNW 

Junction on both lines of way, also between Cleckheaton Junction and Mirfield Cabin B. Also that 29 

sets of electrical repeaters have been fixed to repeat the action of signal arms at various places on 

the line, and that 32 additional telephones have been fixed during the past year to facilitate the 

working of the traffic. (Exceptions or modifications with respect to the block system at 23 places on 

the L&YR. (Signal arrangements, LXXV, c7543, December 31st 1893)) 

The L&YR secretary states that during the past year two position block instruments have been 

substituted by three position pattern between Brighouse West and Mirfield Viaduct, Thornhill 

Junction, and Horbury station, Pemberton Junction and Westhoughton East. 28 sets  of electrical 

repeaters have been fixed to repeat the action of signal arms at various places on the line, and that 

34 additional telephones have been fixed during the past year to facilitate the working of the traffic. 

(Exceptions or modifications with respect to the block system (joint lines) at six places on the 

Preston and Wyre Railway. (Signal arrangements, LXXIX, c7152, 1893/94)) 
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1894 
January 

Plans of Nelson station, elevations and plans of platform buildings and station masters house. 

(Railway Engineer, 1-1894) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new engine shed at Ormskirk. (Manchester Guardian, 6 

January 1894) 

At a meeting of the stockholders of the West Lancashire Railway held at Southport yesterday, 

Tuesday, 9th January 1894 the directors were empowered to oppose the bill which the second 

debenture holders (the Rock Insurers Company) are promoting in Parliament for changing the 

control of the company and for raising additional capital. The debenture holders also met yesterday 

and adjourned, the hope being expressed that a compromise in the general interests would be 

reached. (Manchester Guardian, 10 January 1894) 

Point rod connections. (Engineering, 12 & 19 January 1894) 

The L&YR have reduced the rates from large towns, such as Blackburn and Darwen to Liverpool, to 

a lower rate than between those towns and Manchester. (Engineer, 19 January 1894, p.50) 

Mr Hunt reports on the cost of substituting green for white lights for “all right” signals. (Proposed 

30th May 1893 and so far only carried out when renewing signals) (L&YR Minutes 23 January 1894) 

Tender of R Brownley, £5,941-13-4d, to be accepted for new engine shed, offices, shops, coal stage, 

etc. at Ormskirk. (L&YR Minutes 24 January 1894) 

Messrs Murdock and Murray, Port Glasgow, launched, on Thursday, 18th January 1894, a steel twin-

screw hopper barge of the following dimensions; length overall, 135 feet; breadth, 24 feet 2 inches; 

depth moulded, 10 feet. The vessel is built to the order of the L&YR and LNWR, and has been 

specially designed for carrying dredged material from Fleetwood harbour to the sea. The vessel is an 

exact duplicate of the hopper barge Blackpool, recently launched by Messrs Murdock and Murray for 

the same owners. The vessel is named Lytham, and will be fitted with machinery by Messrs Rankin 

and Blackmore. (Engineering, 26 January 1894) 

The trial trip of the twin-screw steamer, Lytham, built to the order of the L&Y and LNW 

Companies, by Messrs Murdock and Murray, Port Glasgow, has proved eminently satisfactory. The 

speed attained on the measured mile at Skelmorlie, in the Firth of Clyde, as a mean of four runs fully 

loaded was a little over nine knots. The vessel combines many of the latest and most approved 

appliances, and an outstanding feature in their construction is the simplicity of design as compared 

with the ordinary triple-expansion twin-screw type. (Railway News, 27 January 1894) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 7th February 1894. The engineer 

reported that the new marshalling yards at Miles Platting and Royton Junction are completed. A 

contract has been let for improvements at Liversedge and for preparing the site for additional 

marshalling sidings and completion of the Goole connecting line at Wakefield. (Manchester Guardian, 

31 January 1894) 

February 
At the trial trip of the twin-screw steamer Lytham, the vessel was fully loaded with dredged materials 

for the purpose of the trial, and as a mean of four runs on the mile at Skelmorlie a speed of over 9 

knots was attained. This vessel, which was built by Messrs Murdock and Murray, Port Glasgow, and 

engined by the contractors, Messrs Rankin and Blackmore, has been constructed to the order of the 

L&Y and LNW railways. The leading dimensions are; length, 130 feet; breadth, 24 feet; depth of hold, 
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9 feet 6 inches; and the hoppers have a carrying capacity of fully 300 tons. The machinery consists of 

a set of Rankin’s patent disconnecting triple-expansion twin-screw engines, with four cylinders, 9 

inches, 9 inches, 18 inches and 32 inches in diameter by 22 inches stroke, working tandem. The 

propellers are arranged on the firm’s overlapping system, and the facilities which twin screws offer in 

going alongside and leaving the dredgers are thus not attended by risk of the blades doing any injury. 

Steam has been supplied at 150 lbs pressure and a Williamson’s patent feed heater and filter has 

been provided. (Engineering, 2 February 1894) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 7th February 1894. The engineer 

reported that the new marshalling yards at Miles Platting and Royton Junction are completed. 

(Railway News, 3 February 1894) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th February 1894. It was reported 

that the new sidings at Miles Platting and Royton Junction were proving extremely satisfactory as 

was the widened line on the west side of Victoria station as far as Threlfall’s brewery. When Messrs 

Threlfall had completed their new buildings and the company had carried out the diversion of the 

canal, which was now in progress, this widening would be extended to Windsor Bridge. The 

company had been erecting labourers’ dwellings, as they were now required to do by Act of 

Parliament, in substitution for the cottages which had to be pulled down in connection with the 

widening of the Hunts Bank Incline. They would be completed very shortly, and they would then be 

in a position to undertake this widening. (Manchester Guardian, 8 February 1894) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th February 1894. (Railway News, 10 

February 1894) 

The trial trip of the twin-screw hopper steamer Lytham […] took place on the Clyde on Tuesday, 

13th February 1894 […] with over 300 tons on board, the trial, on the measured mile at Skelmorlie, 

resulted in an average speed of 9¼ knots, considerably in excess of the guarantee […]. Twin screws 

are specially adapted for harbour work in such a place as Fleetwood, where a light draught of water 

and handiness in manoeuvring are points of first importance. The propellers are arranged in the 

firm’s overlapping system, and the facilities which twin screws offer in going alongside and leaving 

dredgers are thus secured without risk of the blades striking. (Engineering, 23 February 1894)  

The Manchester to Middleton 8.40am passenger train was standing in thick fog at Thorpes Bridge, 

on Thursday, 22nd February 1894, awaiting the passage of the 8.30am Manchester to Leeds train on 

the Loop when it was run into by a Manchester to Oldham train. The guards van and the next 

carriage, a first class, were damaged and after theses were detached the Middleton train proceeded 

just one hour late. (Middleton Guardian, 24 February 1894) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a cottage hospital at Brunel Street, Horwich. (Manchester 

Guardian, 24 February 1894) 

March 
The L&YR invite tenders for to widening of the Hunts Bank Incline. (Manchester Guardian, 6 March 

1894) 

Report of a fire on 6th March 1894 in a large flour mill situated between Windsor Bridge and 

Liverpool Street, Salford, in the middle of the railway sidings close to the footbridge which joins 

Hope Street and Gore Street. (Manchester Guardian, 7 March 1894) 

The L&Y and LNW railways invite tenders for the construction of a new station and lines at Poulton. 

(Manchester Guardian, 10 March 1894) 
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R Neill & Sons are not prepared to carry out the extension of Wallgate Bridge at their schedule of 

prices for Wigan new station, but want an advance of 25/- per ton on cast iron work, bringing the cost 

up to £1,230; Approved. The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of the new double junction at 

Low Moor. (L&YR Minutes 14 March 1894) 

Tender of W Dransfield, £73,554-18-10d, less £3,176-7s-10d for old materials, to be accepted for the 

Hunts Bank widening. (L&YR Minutes 29 March 1894) 

April 
The twin-screw hopper steamer, Lytham, recently constructed by Messrs Murdock and Murray, Port 

Glasgow, to the joint order of the L&Y and LNW Companies, will shortly take up her station at 

Fleetwood. This vessel, which is a sister boat to the Blackpool, lately completed for the same owners, 

when tried on the measured mile with over 300 tons of dredging aboard, attained an average speed 

of 9½  knots, and as this is considerable in excess of the guarantee, much satisfaction was expressed 

by the companies’ representatives. It is considered that the twin-screws are specially adapted for 

harbour work in such a place as Fleetwood, where a light draught of water and handiness in 

manoeuvring are points of the first importance. (Railway News, 7 April 1894) 

Manchester Victoria Swifts were suspended by the M/C & District FA for the rest of the season. 

(Manchester Courier, 12 April 1894) 

L&YR Superintendent’s Office 1 Victoria Station Staff 0. 
Teams. Superintendent’ Office; 
Chapman, Bullough, Hartshorn, Turner, Eyres, Ingham, Hall, Redford, Totty, Entwistle, and 
Mayoh.  
Station Staff; 
Rawlinson, Mitchell, Johns, Fairbairn, Hickson, Johns, Delaney, Brooks, Robinson, Whalley, 
and Hollingsworth.  

(Manchester Courier, 21 April 1894) 

Report of an accident at Thorpes Bridge on Thursday, 22nd February 1894. (Engineering, 27 April 

1894) 

Report of the L&YR application to abandon the Manchester Ship Canal branch railway and to extend 

the time for the branch railway to the Manchester Racecourse. (Manchester Guardian, 27 April 

1894) 

May 
Report of the “Gold” system of carriage heating. (L&YR Minutes 8 May 1894) 

The twin-screw steamer Duke of York, built by Messrs William Denny and Bros. Dumbarton, has 

completed her speed trials in the Firth of Clyde. The vessel is intended for the Fleetwood and 

Belfast service of the L&Y and LNWR Companies, and is the second of her class to go on the route. 

Until lately, all vessels owned by the joint companies were of the paddle type, but owing to the 

growth of the traffic it was found necessary to vastly improve the service. In 1892 it was decided to 

pace upon the station twin-screw boats, and the order for the first of the new type, the Duke of 

Clarence, was placed with Messrs Laird, of Birkenhead. The new vessel, besides demonstrating the 

superiority of the newer type, proved an excellently built ship in every respect, and the owners at 

once resolved to secure a duplicate. This vessel (the Duke of York) is, in many respects, similar to the 

Duke of Clarence, but, naturally, experience of the earlier boat suggested many improvements to be 

embodied in the design of the projected sister ship. The moulded dimensions of the new boat are 

310 feet by 37 feet by 17 feet. The conditions to be observed in the matters of deadweight, draught, 

trim, and speed are extremely hard, but Messrs Denny surmounted all the difficulties, and have 

produced a vessel which, in every particular, is in excess of her guarantee. She has a long forecastle, 

bridge-house, and poop, forming practically a complete upper deck. There are, however, breaks 
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forward and aft of the bridge-house with large doors for shipping cattle and freight. The midship 

portion of the ship is devoted to the accommodation of first class passengers, and there is sleeping 

accommodation for no fewer than 230 persons. On the promenade deck is a large deck-house, 

containing 12 state rooms. There are two sets of engines, with cylinders 23 inches, 35½ inches, and 

53 inches in diameter by 33 inches stroke. Steam is supplied by two large double ended boilers 

which are worked under forced draught, the air being forced down by two Chandler fans and the 

stoke-hold closed. The electric plant consists of a Crompton dynamo driven by a Browett Lindley 

engine. The dynamo is capable of supplying current for all the lamps in the ship, of which there are 

no fewer than 250, and also for the powerful search light which is fitted forward. The guaranteed 

speed of 18½  knots was exceeded, the certified mean of the trial performance being 19.06 knots. 

The vessel had on board at the time her fully guaranteed deadweight, and the speed was easily 

maintained with only ½ inch air pressure in the stokehold. (Engineering, 18 May 1894) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction and widening of the bridge carrying the East 

Lancashire lines over the Bolton and Bury line, also the construction of new retaining walls and 

alterations to the footbridge at Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1894) 

The total number of passengers dealt with at the Salford and Victoria stations on the occasion of the 

Queen’s visit is estimated, from the returns from the stations of bookings to have been 198,000. 

During the day 365 special trains were dealt with in addition to the ordinary services. After 7.00pm 

up to about 12.30am 22 trains were run to Oldham, 11 to Ashton and Stalybridge and 9 to 

Middleton. (Manchester Courier, 30 May 1894) 

June 
The L&YR Bill before Mr Roby’s Select Committee of the House of Commons yesterday, 11th June 

1894. One of the objects of the Bill is to empower the company to make certain widenings and 

improvements at Bolton. The present station at Bolton has long been regarded as inadequate for the 

traffic running through it, and the proposal of the company is to construct two island platforms 

similar to those at Blackburn and Rochdale, waiting rooms for each platform, a large booking hall in 

Trinity Street, and staircases down to each platform. The estimated cost of these improvements and 

certain consequential works is over £100,000. The widenings rendered necessary by this scheme will 

absorb a piece of the existing goods yard, for which further accommodation will have to be 

provided. This, in the opinion of the company, can only be done by pushing the existing goods yard 

further back and stopping up either Orlando Street or Lever Street. The Bill seeks Parliamentary 

sanction to this course being adopted with regard to Orlando Street. This is opposed by the Bolton 

Corporation on the grounds that Orlando Street is an important and indispensable thoroughfare for 

the traffic, and that other means should be adopted by the company to carry out that is admittedly a 

desirable improvement, so as not to inflict upon the town the inconvenience which would be caused 

by closing this street. In the course of the hearing it was suggested as a basis of compromise that the 

company should take Lever Street and leave Orlando Street, widen Trinity Street, and make 

improved approaches to the station. (Manchester Guardian, 12 June 1894) 

Tender of Walmersley & Roberts, £2,376-12-4d, to be accepted for reconstruction and widening of 

bridge, construction of retaining walls, and alteration of footbridge at Bury EL. (L&YR Minutes 14 

June 1894) 

Walker Heaton, of Middleton, a signal fitter, was killed on Tuesday, 19th June 1894 whilst working on 

the erection of a signal near Queen’s Road on the Manchester Loop Line. (Middleton Guardian, 23 

June 1894) 

July 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of retaining walls, engine pit, and turntable foundations 

and bridge under Liverpool Street, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 14 July 1894) 
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Tender of E Walker, £3,889-10-10d, to be accepted for new station at Ince. (L&YR Minutes 25 July 

1894) 

Report of the visit of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers to Manchester and the mills and 

engineering works in the region, including Horwich works on 3rd August 1894. (Engineering, 27 July 

1894) 

August 
Report and drawings of the platform roof at Nelson new station.  Railway Signalling by H Raynar 

Wilson, plans of protection bars at Victoria station from the bay platforms to the main line. (Railway 

Engineer, 8-1894) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 8th August 1894. The engineer 

reported that the widening between Victoria station and Deal Street was making good progress and 

that work had commenced on the Hunts Bank Incline, new stations at Wigan and Liversedge are 

approaching completion. (Manchester Guardian, 1 August 1894) 

Aspinall’s comments on electric welding machines not being as satisfactory as he would have wished. 

(Engineer, 3 August 1894, p.97/8) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 8th August 1894. (Railway News, 

4 August 1894) 

Tender of J D Nowell & Sons, £11,675-6s-8d, less £500 for old materials, to be accepted for retaining 

walls, engine pit, turntable foundations, and bridge under Liverpool Street, at Windsor Bridge, 

Salford. (L&YR Minutes 8 August 1894) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th August 1894. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 August 1894) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th August 1894. (Railway News, 11 

August 1894) 

At various times and in various ways we have directed attention to the efforts made by railway 

companies to improve the means of communication between England and Ireland. More has been 

done as regards Dublin than other cities. However, the growing importance of Belfast, which has a 

greater number of houses than Dublin, and is of very much greater importance as a manufacturing 

centre, has stimulated effort. Until comparatively a recent period the Belfast merchant travelling to 

London, Liverpool, or Manchester found it better on the whole to proceed by rail to Dublin, and 

thence take either one of the LNW Company’s fast boats, such as the Violet or the Banshee, or go 

on the Kingstown and cross by the mail. The extension of the L&YR to Fleetwood, and the 

construction of proper piers and landing stages and a suitable railway terminus, worked a change for 

the better, and so for several years a fairly satisfactory steamship service has been carried on 

between Belfast and Fleetwood – a distance of about 110 knots. Recently, however, it was resolved 

to improve this service, and Mr Aspinall, chief mechanical engineer of the L&YR, proposed a scheme 

which has been worked out by Messrs Laird with the Duke of Clarence, and by Messrs Denny Bros. 

of Dumbarton, in the sense that they have designed and built the fine steamship and her machinery. 

The Duke of York is a twin-screw fast steamer – 19 knots. She is owned as regards two thirds by the 

L&YR Company, and regards one third by the LNW Company. She is a sister ship to the Duke of 

Clarence, built by Messrs Laird. (There follows a description of the accommodation and machinery) 

(Engineer, 17 August 1894, p.147) 

September 
Modern Permanent Way. L&YR steel chair. (Railway Engineer, 9-1894) 
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Although but in the mini-stage of progress, the improvements and alterations which the L&YR are 

making along their system in Manchester are sufficiently advanced to allow of a brief description.  

Outwards, east and west, from Victoria station, works of construction have been going on for more 

than a year, and a considerable time will elapse before the army of workmen gives place to traffic. 

The alterations being made are necessary and urgent. It is often said, with pride and assurance, that 

more people enter and leave Victoria station in the course of a day than any other station in the 

United Kingdom The statement may be questioned, but the enormous incoming and outgoing is 

beyond dispute. Contract ticket holders are a multitude in themselves and most of the large 

Lancashire towns send their traffic, passenger and goods, to Manchester through this great entry. It 

is, therefore, of importance that facility of transit should be ample. Hitherto there has been 

something to complain of in this direction, but the fault has not been one of management. The most 

explicit regulations could hardly correct the inconvenience caused by the business outgrowing the 

building. So far as this station itself is concerned, very little more could be desired. The 

accommodation is great, the means of approach satisfactory, but the outlets, both east and west, 

have long engaged the serious thought of the engineers, and been animadverted upon by delayed 

businessmen. The station has been not inaptly compared to a bottle of which the western outlet is 

the neck. Through this narrow way trains have to be slowly piloted before they are received in the 

capacious station, or find the open in the journey westward. The converging lines from four 

platforms entail much crossing of the metals, and consequent extreme care in driving and signalling. 

A similar state of things exists at the other end of the station, but the neck there is a little wider 

than the western end. The main object now being sought by the alterations in progress is to widen 

the necks, and expedite the filling and emptying process. Inside the station there will be alterations 

made to platforms Nos. 6, 7 and 8 in the direction of Strangeways.  

As the bulk of the passengers arriving from Blackpool and the west are deposited there the 

advantage will be manifest. From platform No. 8 access will be had to a new range of buildings which 

it is intended to use for parcels and other offices. These buildings, built of yellow brick, are almost 

completed, and stand on the site of the old fish market in Great Ducie Street. It is not at present 

intended to alter the buildings which face them on the other side of the approach much as that 

might be desired. Beyond the station precincts the line is being widened westwards as far as Deal 

Street, Salford, a distance of about a third of a mile. For this purpose 41 bridges and arches are 

needed. The first, crossing Great Ducie Street, is not yet in position. It is to be of steel, with a 64 

foot span, built on the cantilever principle, and wide enough for three sets of rails. The bridge over 

Moreton Street, close by, is also separated from the old viaduct but beyond this point, commencing 

with the new brick arch over the river Irwell, the old and new viaducts will join and be practically 

one. The span across the river is uncommonly wide being 105 feet. The construction of this fine 

arch has not been attended by any special difficulties, or fortunately, so far, by any serious mishaps. 

Beyond this, Greengate is crossed by abridge of 60 feet span, Gravel Lane by two spans of 74 feet 

and 41 feet respectively, and Blackfriars Street, by a bridge of 65 feet. There are other bridges of 

smallest dimensions further on – in fact, the whole extension is a series of bridges and arches, the 

latter being designed for letting purposes. The four new sets of metals will be continued from the 

station to Gravel Lane; thence to Blackfriars Street the number will be three; and from Blackfriars 

Street to the point of convergence two lines will suffice. The whole of the extension, it will be 

observed, is on the north side of the old system, and much demolition of cottage and other 

property has been necessitated in making it. The most important removal necessitated has been in 

the case of the Gravel Lane Chapel. The old building remains, save a small corner which has had to 

be lopped off to make way for the viaduct, and its presence is the only obstruction to a commodious 

and useful thoroughfare which the railway company have made alongside the viaduct from Blackfriars 

Street to Greengate. An alteration in Threlfall’s Brewery necessitated new buildings in Cook Street 

is, perhaps, the only other interference with old standing property worth mentioning in connection 

with the western extension.  
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On the other side of Victoria station the line is to be widened by four sets of rails to Charter Street 

and by two sets from that point to Miles Platting station where the improvements end; length about 

two thirds of a mile. As far as Charter Street the widening will be on the south side of the old line, a 

diagonal cut across to the north side will be made to avoid the Bromley Street gas works. The 

frequency of streets running across at right angles and the presence of the river Irk necessitated 

much bridge building. Most of the structures are of steel. The first, which crosses the Irk is a brick 

arch, but Long Millgate is spanned by a steel bridge of 45 feet, Charter Street, by one of 85 feet span, 

skew measurement and Ashley Lane requires a span of 81 feet. The line passes under Rochdale Road 

and Osborne Street, in the first instance over a cast iron bridge, 154 feet long, which will be better 

described as a tunnel than a bridge, and in the second instance through a bridge of 42 feet. Beyond 

Osborne Street the widened portion of the line passes beneath the high level viaduct and joins the 

main line at Miles Platting station. The most awkward piece of work encountered on this section is 

just beyond where the line branches off to Crumpsall. There the river Irk passes under the old line 

and after making a sharp bend runs back northward under a second bridge. This bend comes right in 

the path of the new viaduct, and in order to span it a central brick arch will be constructed with a 

steel extension at each end. These facts will give some idea of the thoroughness with which the 

L&YR are removing an old and grievous state of things. And their act is not intended to stop there, 

for plans are already in preparation for further widening improvements as far as Windsor Bridge 

when a convenient time arrives. (Manchester Courier, 6 September 1894) 

On Monday morning two goods trains came into collision outside Knottingley station about nine 

o’clock. A Knottingley shunting engine in charge of a number of trucks while proceeding from the 

station to the depot ran into a special butter train on the Hull and Barnsley line, which was 

approaching on its way to Manchester. While crossing the upper south line to the down north line 

the butter train caught the trucks of the pilot engine, cutting its way through them, smashing up six 

wagons and strewing the line with debris. The driver and stoker of the butter train stuck to their 

engine and escaped uninjured, the wheels of the trucks through which their engine passed being 

piled on top. The driver and fireman of the Knottingley engine continued to keep their locomotive 

clear of the approaching train. Considerable damage was done to the permanent way, as well as to 

rolling stock, and it was afternoon before the line was again cleared. (Engineer, 14 September 1894, 

p.233) 

The L&YR have some important works in progress at Victoria station. On both the western and 

eastern sides the approaches are being widened, in the direction as far as Windsor Bridge, in Salford, 

and in the other Miles Platting. Within the station itself an entire re-arrangement of the parcels 

department will be made. At present the general offices are on one platform, forwarding is done 

from another, and the receiving takes place at a third. In future all this work will be carried on under 

a common roof. Where the old fish market once stood in Strangeways a building in buff brick is now 

rising for the accommodation of a traffic which, alterations and extensions at the heart of the 

Company’s system are not made before they were urgently called for. Victoria station, as everyone 

knows, is one of the busiest centres of passenger traffic in the world. It has frequently been asserted 

that it holds the place of eminence, but this, we believe, is slightly above the truth […]. The officials 

of the company have been good enough to prepare a statement from which we learn that the total 

number of ordinary passenger trains using this station in a day of twenty four hours is 674, and of 

goods trains 113. This, of course, includes the LNWR and the MR trains which make use of the L&Y 

lines, but it is irrespective of the special trains which run every day, and which are especially frequent 

on Saturdays and Mondays. On some Saturdays in summer as many as thirty or forty specials run 

towards the holiday resorts on the west coast. On Mondays the specials are put on again to bring 

the week-end excursionists home. Monday also, we are told, is popular as a holiday with the country 

folk; as indeed, is testified by the appearance of the chide Manchester thoroughfares on that day. 

Altogether, if we take ordinary, goods, and special trains, we shall not be far wrong in saying that on 

average something like 800 trains run through Victoria station in the course of a single day. In 

seeking to find an average of the number of passengers per train we may be guided by the 
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experienced station master, who says we should not be far wrong in placing it at from 170 to 190, 

any further calculations we may be content to leave to the earnest statistician.  

It may be interesting to turn from an ordinary to an extra-ordinary day at Victoria station, such, for 

instance, as the 21st May last, when the Queen visited Manchester, in order to declare the Ship Canal 

open for traffic. On that day the Company received in Manchester 91,033 visitors and sent away 

92,500. Of the 91,00 who came in, no fewer than 77,000 had return tickets for the day. When it is 

remembered that the Company issue 40,000 contract tickets in a year – representing about 24,000 

people – it will be seen that the figures given, large as they are, still fall short of the truth. It is 

amazing how much an enormous traffic can be safely dealt with when we consider how inadequate 

have been the arrangements for entering and leaving the station. Within the station the 

accommodation is fairly ample. Between Corporation Street and New Bridge Street there are 

eighteen platforms, spread between which are fifteen sets of lines, several of them terminus lines. 

But on the west side leading outwards to Bolton, Preston, Blackpool and the North, the lines 

converge into simply one up and one down line. One can guess, under such circumstances, how 

intricate must be the junctions of the metals, what amount of care is demanded of the driver, and 

what responsibility must be placed on the signalmen. On the east side, by way of which we are 

carried to Oldham, Ashton, East Lancashire and the Yorkshire towns, there are two up and two 

down lines. The work which the engineers of the Company now have in hand is the construction of 

four sets of lines on the west and as many on the east. It will be a heavy and very expensive 

undertaking. A great deal of property, for the most part poor and insanitary, has had to be pulled 

down, and in carrying the line over river and streets about a hundred bridges – chiefly of steel – will 

have to be built. The western extension will, it is expected, be completed in great part in time for 

the summer traffic next year, but a further twelve months will pass before the widening on the Miles 

Platting side is finished. The traveller will no doubt rejoice even in the prospect of these reforms, 

which will mean the practical ending of delays to which we have been long accustomed but never 

reconciled, at the station entrance. 

The erection of new offices to accommodate the Parcels Department and the officials who 

superintend the passenger traffic is worthy of special notice, because it means some improvements 

in the appearance of Strangeways. The buff  buildings have no special architectural feature about 

them, but they are not altogether commonplace, and they serve agreeably to fill an ugly space left 

years ago by the fish merchants who transferred themselves to Smithfield Market. If the Company 

will pull down the wall and hoardings in Strangeways which at present hide their buildings from the 

foot passenger in that thoroughfare they will be commended for the performance of a public service. 

We have already said that notwithstanding the Parcels Post competition a great and increasing work 

is carried on in connection with the Parcels Department of the railway. According to official figures 

no fewer than 100,00 ordinary parcels are dealt with in the course of every month. It is an 

interesting fact, which the servants of the Company cannot quite account for, that the parcels 

passing through the offices have a decided tendency to increase not only in number but in bulk. 

Apart from ordinary parcels the superintendent and officers of the department are concerned with 

other branches of traffic which demand a good deal of attention.  

Fish and vegetables, for instance come within the railway meaning of “parcels”, though not taken into 

account in the figures we have just given. In the height of the summer season the large platform 

known as “No.6” presents, between the hours of six o’clock and half past eight in the morning, 

much of the appearance of Shudehill. The fish mainly comes from Tynemouth and other parts on the 

north east coast, and from Scotland. From forty to fifty waggons come into the station each day, the 

holding capacity of each being from two to three tons. The fish is distributed in Manchester and the 

surrounding towns. Blackpool is a large customer in the season, and, strange though it may seem, 

the Isle of Man also receives supplies from Manchester. In the month of August about a ton of 

kippers were shipped to Douglas, and there is a constant traffic of that sort then the summer 

population of the watering place is at its greatest. As to vegetables, they come in carts to the station 
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from Shudehill at an early hour each morning, and from forty to fifty trucks carry them away to 

Oldham, Bolton, Blackburn and other populous towns.  

Milk – which is also “Parcels” – comes into Victoria in smaller quantities now than formerly. The 

chief handling of this commodity in Manchester is at the stations which serve the dairy county of 

Chester. From the Fylde and from the green countryside beyond Blackburn the farmers find their 

chief profit in supplying the manufacturing towns which are nearer at hand. Even as it is, however, a 

good deal of milk is distributed from the Victoria and, it should be said, from the Pendleton station. 

Near the latter station a considerable number of dealers have their premises. 

The engineer of the L&YR, W. Hunt, and the architect and estate agent, H Skelmerdine, have 

furnished us with some details of the extensions of accommodation at Victoria station. With regard 

to the widening of the lines, the contract has been let to William Dransfield, of Sheffield, for the 

work between Victoria and Threlfalls brewery in Deal Street, Salford on the one side, and Victoria 

and Miles Platting on the other. Mr Hunt estimates that the cost of carrying out his plans for these 

sections will be about £200,000. This, of course, is irrespective of the cost of the land. The further 

section from the brewery to Windsor bridge will not be dealt with till the diversion of the 

Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal, which is well in hand, is completed. There are forty one bridges 

to be erected between the station and the brewery. The first of these will carry the four sets of 

lines across Strangeways. It is to be built of steel on the cantilever principle, and its span is 63 feet. 

The existing bridge, which carries two sets of lines, is to be widened so as to make room for a third. 

The bridges will be separated so as to break the gloom of the archways. The old and new viaducts 

are joined at the point where a brick archway has been thrown over the river Irwell. This structure 

has a span of 105 feet – a considerable width for a bridge of the character. The advantage of brick is 

that there is small expense in maintenance. An iron bridge is nearly always in the hands of the 

painters. Among other thoroughfares crossed by the new lines are Greengate, 60 feet, Gravel Lane, 

two spans of 74 feet and 41 feet, and Blackfriars Street, 65 feet. From Gravel Lane to Blackfriars 

Street there are only three sets of new metals and from Blackfriars Street onwards two. The most 

important building interfered with by these alterations is the old Gravel Lane Chapel, a portion of 

which has been lopped off. A new platform at Salford station is included in the plans of Mr Hunt. The 

widening on the Miles Platting side will be by four sets of rails to Charter Street and two sets on the 

remaining length. The distance covered is two thirds of a mile, and so many streets have to be 

crossed that practically this extension consists of a series of bridges. 

The new Parcels Department is described by the architect of the Company as follows:- The site of 

these buildings covers an area of 2,640 superficial yards, of which 1.905 superficial yards are covered 

by the buildings, the remaining 735 superficial yards being devoted to yard space for the parcel vans. 

A loading stage with overhanging roof occupies the whole of the side of this yard which is 145 feet 

long. This stage, which is for the delivery and forwarding of parcels by the Company’s vans, has 

glazed sash windows, the whole length opening into the parcels office. There is also a receiving 

counter for parcels brought by hand, with the entrances from the foot of the approach to No.6 

platform. The parcels office occupies nearly the whole of the bottom storey, and has a floor area of 

1,216 superficial yards, and communicates with No.8 platform by means of two hydraulic lifts, each 9 

feet by 9 feet 6 inches, which will be worked from the Corporation hydraulic mains. The passenger 

superintendents offices are over the parcels offices, and are approached from No.8 platform by two 

entrances. The corridors and staircases are built of fireproof materials, the offices being lofty and 

well lighted, and are ventilated by Sherringham’s inlets, with outlets communicating with ventilating 

turrets on the roof. The whole of the offices will be warmed by hot water on the high pressure 

system, and lighted by electricity. The buildings, which are faced with buff bricks, with moulded brick 

and stone dressings, will greatly improve the appearance of the approach to the station from Great 

Ducie Street. (Manchester Guardian, 20 September 1894) 
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J D Nowell, the contractor for Duchy Road, has asked to be allowed to carry out, estimate £152, 

excavation required for levelling the ground between the new Duchy Road and the company’s 

marshalling sidings at Brindle Heath, his object being to gain access to his contract through the Duchy 

Estate from the sidings. Mr Hunt explained that this work would have to be done in the immediate 

future. Mr Nowell to be allowed to carry out the work if he will do it for 7d per cubic yard, i.e. for 

£110. (L&YR Minutes 25 September 1894) 

October
The completion of the purchase of the Halifax High Level Railway by the L&Y and GNR Companies 

is reported. The directors take a receipt in full discharge from the ordinary shareholders on 

payment of £9-15-0d per share, and hand the scrip over to the purchasing companies. (Railway 

News, 6 October 1894) 

Workmen’s Dwellings in Manchester and Salford […]. Of “block” dwellings which have 

undergone the test of occupation, one of the most interesting is that belonging to the L&YR in 

Oldfield Road. The company, in enlarging their line, dispossessed a number of people of their 

houses, and the block is therefore one of the “compensatory” kind demanded by the Local 

Government Board. It contains 60 dwellings, arranged on four floors, and has been occupied since 

April 1893. The principal difference in the accommodation here provided and that of Manchester 

and Salford schemes is that the greater number of dwellings have two bedrooms besides the living 

room, complete sanitary appliances, and a separate entrance from the balcony. The “single” houses 

have one bedroom. The block is well divided by stairs. Gas is supplied on the penny-in-the-slot 

system. The rents are – for the three roomed houses on the ground floor and first floor, 3s 9d per 

week; two roomed houses, 3s 3d. On the two higher floors the rents are 3s 6d for three roomed 

houses and 3s 0d for two roomed houses respectively. These dwellings are now, and for some time 

have been, full […]. No spare land for “playgrounds” remained on this site and the roof is, therefore, 

laid flat, railed round, and used for that purpose. The wash houses are also built on the roof, but 

their end would have been better served if the chimneys had been carried higher. The additional 

value gained by the nearness of the dwellings to the men’s places of work is shown clearly under the 

scale of rents paid to the L&Y Company. They have, besides the Oldfield Road block, two other, 

smaller, blocks near Blackfriars Street (later Road) – Trinity Buildings and Springfield Buildings. Here 

the accommodation provided is similar to that in Oldfield Road, but the rents, the houses being 

nearer to the city, reach the higher rate of 4s 6d weekly. (Manchester Guardian, 11 October 1894) 

To meet the demands of increased traffic, the L&YR obtained Parliamentary powers in 1890 for 

widening of its line from Victoria station, Manchester, to Hope Street Salford, a distance of about a 

mile and a half, and in April 1893, a start was made with the demolition of the existing house 

property which would require to be removed. As the route passes through a thickly populated 

district, it has been found necessary to destroy about a hundred houses and shops, the old materials 

from which have been utilised in the foundations of the new viaducts. The L&YR runs immediately 

alongside of the Manchester and Liverpool branch of the LNWR, which latter has its terminus at the 

Exchange station, while the L&Y principal station is at Victoria.  

Covering an area of 7½ acres Victoria station forms a busy nucleus of traffic; 1,170 trains enter and 

leave it in one day, 350 of these by the lines which are now being widened. The original station of 

the Manchester and Leeds Railway, the forerunner of the L&Y, was at Oldham Road, the present 

site at Hunts Bank being privately purchased by Samuel Brooks, the vice-chairman of the company 

and presented by him to the railway company in August 1838. The station was opened on New 

Year’s Day 1844, and a junction with the Liverpool and Manchester  line was soon effected. Between 

1880 and 1884 various extensions were made, and there are now eight distinct platforms arranged 

in consecutive order from south to north, and dealing principally with traffic to and from the North 

of England and Scotland. The two chief arrival platforms are placed nearest the main approaches. 

The present widening passes over a number of small streets necessitating an expensive construction. 
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Between Victoria station and the crossing of Chapel Street, a distance of about half a mile, thirty five 

brick arches have been built. They have generally a span of 28 feet, with a rise of 10 feet. The 

foundations are all carried down to the solid rock, which was found at depths varying from 20 feet 

to four feet below the surface. The piers are mostly lateral extensions of the old piers, and are built 

of common red bricks in lias mortar, composed of one of cement to two of clean engine cinders. 

They are faced with blue bricks, and ashlar quoins are provided to the street abutments. The 

springers for the arches are specially made of blue bricks, as recent experience has shown that in 

case of fire the blue brick is much less liable to damage than springers of stone, and, as most of the 

arches are closed in and glazed in the upper part to serve as stores, the danger of fire is one which it 

is necessary to guard against. The arches are constructed mostly in five half-brick rings, the two 

soffit rings being in blue brick, and the three outer rings in common brick. The spandrels are filled in 

with common brickwork, and the whole of the top surface is covered with two inches of cement 

and a layer of asphalt. A stone string course 24 inches by 9 inches runs the whole length of the face; 

above this the parapet wall is built, battered on the face, and having two plinth course. In order to 

prevent the brickwork from being damaged by drainage from the ballast on the line, a cavity is 

formed in the brickwork, and run in with asphalt. There are several steel bridges included in the 

undertaking, the largest having a span of 63 feet, and of the cantilever type. The others possess no 

features of special interest. One of the most interesting of the bridges is an unusually large segmental 

arch in brickwork carrying the railway across the river Irwell. It has a square span of 102 feet, and a 

skew span of 105 feet, with a rise in the centre of 13 feet 6 inches. The arch is composed of twelve 

half-brick rings of Staffordshire bricks, with springers of Derbyshire gritstone. The abutments are 

founded on the solid rock, which was dressed with the help of coffer dams. As the centring alone for 

the arch of this size constitutes a work of some importance, it was determined to test its sufficiency 

by constructing a model of the centring to scale, and applying various loads. A wooden model, one 

twelfth natural size, was made, having four ribs. This was loaded with a range of blue bricks laid dry, 

with the interstices filled with sand; additional layers of bricks were added until thirteen rings were 

borne by the model without any excessive deformation, and no fears were felt that the actual 

centring would not be strong enough for its work. This confidence was happily justified, and the 

bridge takes rank amongst the largest brick arches that have been constructed. (Engineer, 12 

October 1894, p.327) 

November 
Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund. (Railway News, 3 November 1894) 

Strengthening of roofs over No. 3, 4 and 5 platforms at Victoria station now complete except for the 

strengthening of seven girders between the columns of No.5 platform. De Bergue & Co. to carry out 

the work at schedule day work rates, estimate cost £700. (L&YR Minutes 7 November 1894) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a covering over loading mound, etc., at Bankfield, 

Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 13 November 1894) 

Tender of W Musker, £2,412-13-9d, to be accepted for filling in arches Nos. 2 to 8 and erecting shed 

behind Love Lane viaduct, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 21 November 1894) 

The L&YR contemplate making further extensions of their lines running into Victoria station on the 

eastern side, which will, when carried out, make the conveniences for local traffic more perfect in 

every way.  It is proposed, under Parliamentary sanction, to construct a short line beginning near the 

bridge over (sic) Queen’s Road at the Cheetham Hill junction of the Prestwich line and join the 

extension lines already in hand near Victoria station, which have been already described in these 

columns. The Company will also ask Parliament next session to sanction the laying down of two 

other lines, one connecting near Victoria station with the new extension line of the Manchester and 

Leeds railway of the Company, and the other joining with the Manchester loop line. By these 

improvements the Company will be enabled to run all the local traffic directly into the easterly side 
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of Victoria station, leaving the rest of that station free for through traffic. To carry out these 

extensions it will be necessary to divert for several yards the tramway line running to Cheetham Hill 

in order that an additional girder may be put in where Cheetham Hill Road is carried over the 

railway. (Manchester Guardian, 21 November 1894) 

The L&YR Bill to be put before Parliament includes the Collyhurst connecting line and a new railway 

at Victoria station from where Walkers Croft passes under Victoria Station Approach to the 

widening of the incline at Long Millgate. (Manchester Guardian, 24 November 1894) 

Report of an accident at Victoria station on Tuesday, 11th September 1894. (Engineering, 30 

November 1894) 

December 
Tender of T Wrigley, £13,729-04-5d, to be accepted for covering over loading mound in Bankfield 

goods yard, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 6 December 1894) 

The new parcels offices of the L&YR built on the site of the old fish market in Strangeways will be 

opened for business purposes on 12th December 1894. So far as the servants of the Company are 

concerned, the change into the new premises will be a distinct boon. At present, the offices are 

distributed over several platforms at Victoria station. The general work is done on one platform, the 

forwarding on another, and the receiving takes place at a third.  

The accommodation is very limited, and the 130 clerks perform their duties under conditions which 

cannot be altogether healthy. In future they will be housed under a common roof. Ample space will 

be provided for them, with every convenience that the experience of C J Nicholson, the passenger 

superintendent, has been able to suggest.  

The public will also welcome the new arrangements. When parcels have to be  received or 

despatched they will no longer be puzzled as to which of the many platforms they must seek. At one 

long counter they may hand in articles and from another take away any which may have arrived for 

them. The Company have conferred a further benefit on the public in replacing an unsightly 

structure by buildings which are certainly bright, though they do not possess any special 

architectural feature. If the Company could be induced to remove the brick wall and hoarding which 

mark the limit of their property in the Strangeways direction and replace them by something less 

sordid in appearance the community would be still more grateful to them.  

The site of the new buildings covers an area of 2,640 square yards, and 1,966 square yards are 

occupied by the buildings. There is a large yard for the use of parcel vans. A loading stage with 

overhanging roof occupies the whole of one side of the yard, which is 145 feet long. The stage is for 

the delivery and forwarding of parcels, and has glazed sash windows, the whole length opening into 

the parcels office. In recent years the parcels business of the Company has grown wonderfully, 

notwithstanding the competition of the Parcels Post. The number of parcels now dealt with in a year 

is about 860,000.  

The parcels which pass through all other stations in Manchester would not amount to much more 

than this figure. In addition the officials at Victoria station receive and deliver in a year about two 

million newspaper parcels. This is leaving out of account all the traffic in horses, carriages, and dogs, 

which are usually included in parcels, and all left luggage. Fish and vegetables come within the 

ordinary railway meaning of parcels as “excess luggage”, and this traffic also is not included in the 

figures we have given. When the summer season is at its height the appearance of No.6 platform, 

between 6.00 and 8.00 in the morning, is strongly suggestive of Shudehill. All the neighbouring towns 

receive their supplies from Manchester. Fish is even sent to Blackpool and the Isle of Man, when the 

summer population of those places has reached its height. Milk […] which also comes under 

“parcels” […] is in the same way left out of the reckoning. The offices of the passenger 



1890-1899 

801 

superintendent, it should be said, will not be tenanted until towards the end of January. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 December 1894) 

New offices to be built by the L&YR at the corner of New Bridge Street and Great Ducie Street will 

cost about £11,000. There are dining and recreation rooms for the clerks and apartments in which 

conferences may be held at any time in reference to the affairs of any branch of the service. There 

are some 130 clerks employed in the passenger superintendents department dealing with about 

10,000 letters and 700 telegrams which pass through the office weekly. In the course of the year 

some 2,000,000 newspaper parcels and 860,000 general parcels are dealt with at Victoria station. 

(Middleton Guardian, 15 December 1894) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 22 December 1894) 

An alarming railway collision, by which sixteen persons were more or less injured, took place on 

Wednesday night, 26th December 1894 on the L&YR just outside Low Moor station, on the north or 

Bradford side. At 11.20pm an excursion train for Pendleton, which had started from Leeds, was 

standing on the main up line, beside the island platform, and railway officials were in the act of 

coupling to the Leeds train the Bradford portion of the Pendleton excursion, which had arrived 

previously and was standing in front. The guard’s van at the rear of the Leeds portion was, 

apparently unknown to the signalman, projecting somewhat across the loop line which passes from 

the main line round the island platform, at the southern end of which it re-joins the main line. An 

overflow special train for Cleckheaton and Heckmondwike, which left Bradford at 11.10pm came up 

while the coupling operations were going on. The course of this special train was along the loop line, 

and the engine, as it was about to enter the loop line, struck the left buffer of the guard’s van of the 

stationary train, driving it violently into the next carriage, which in turn was telescoped into the 

carriage in front of it.  

The Cleckheaton special was heavily laden, but fortunately the back portion of the train from Leeds 

was not very full. Nevertheless such was the force of the collision that a considerable number of 

passengers were more or less hurt. The guard’s van, strangely enough, received less damage than 

the two carriages in front which were considerably damaged. The engine of the Cleckheaton special, 

which was travelling tender foremost, received considerable damage […]. Soon the breakdown gang 

were hard at work clearing the wreckage. The up main line was completely blocked, and it took 

about four hours to get it cleared.  

The bulk of the Pendleton train, being clear of the obstruction, was despatched on its journey as 

soon as the extent of the injuries to passengers had been ascertained, and the down main line being 

clear, the traffic upon this was worked without a great deal of delay. Bonfires were lighted on the 

railway side to afford light and facilitate the work of clearing the lines. After some delay the 

Cleckheaton train was taken forward by another engine. (Manchester Guardian, 28 December 1894) 

The L&YR secretary states that during the past year two position block instruments have been 

substituted by three position pattern between Heaton Lodge Junction and Dewsbury LNW Junction 

on both lines of way, also between Cleckheaton Junction and Mirfield Cabin B. Also that 29 sets of 

electrical repeaters have been fixed to repeat the action of signal arms at various places on the line, 

and that 32 additional telephones have been fixed during the past year to facilitate the working of 

the traffic. (Signal arrangements LXXV, c7543, December 31st 1894) 
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1895 
January 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned, subject to certain requirements, the use of the widening 

between Deal Street and Victoria station. (L&YR Minutes 9 January 1895) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the goods warehouse at Talbot Road, Blackpool; for a 

new bridge over the railway in continuation of Yates Street, Hartford Sidings, Oldham. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 January 1895) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £7,023-11-4d, to be accepted for bridge over railway at Yates Street, Oldham. 

(L&YR Minutes 23 January 1895) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 6th February 1895. The 

engineer reported that the widening between Victoria station and Deal Street had been passed by 

the Board of Trade inspector. The new road in lieu of the level crossing and improvements to the 

passenger station at Liversedge, the diversion of the canal at Salford, and the additional sidings and 

connecting line at Wakefield had been completed. (Manchester Guardian, 30 January 1895; Railway 

News, 2 February 1895) 

February 
Manchester City Council state objections to the girder in Cheetham Hill Road bridge as proposed 

by the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1895) 

Recent information regarding the L&YR proposal to divert a portion of the line of the tramway in 

Cheetham Hill Road from a point 73 yards south east of the junction with New Bridge Street to 

terminate 102 yards in a southerly direction. The Company also desire to place and maintain in, 

along and above the level of Cheetham Hill Road between the diverted tramway and the existing line 

of the tramway a girder, 160 feet long. Manchester Corporation intimated to the L&YR that they 

could not see their way to agree to the proposal regarding the girder. Councillor Joshua Hampson 

(Cheetham) strongly protested against the proposal. He said that the object of course was to 

strengthen the bridge but that it would also be a great obstruction. (Middleton Guardian, 2 February 

1895) 

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 6th February 1895. The 

engineer reported that the widening between Victoria station and Deal Street had been passed by 

the Board of Trade inspector. The new road in lieu of the level crossing and improvements to the 

passenger station at Liversedge, the diversion of the canal at Salford, and the additional sidings and 

connecting line at Wakefield had been completed. (Railway News, 2 February 1895) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on 6th February 1895. One shareholder complained 

that the alterations at Knowsley Street station, Bury had rather made matters worse. (Railway 

News, 9 February 1895) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an enginemen’s lodging house at Newton Heath. 

(Manchester Guardian, 23 February 1895) 

Mr Dransfield to construct a length of covered way under the Hunts Bank widening, estimate £3,340, 

so that the widening need not by disturbed when “Railway No.2” likely to be proceeded with shortly, 

is built. (L&YR Minutes 27 February 1895) 
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March 
Cost of coal during the six months to 31st December 1894 for the L&YR locomotive department, 

£98,805, as compared with £150,840 for the corresponding period in 1893. (Engineering, 1 March 

1895) 

Report of the accident at Low Moor on 26th December 1894. (Engineering, 8 March 1895) 

The contract for covering loading mound and alteration of quay at Bankfield, Liverpool includes 

6,139 square yards with Haslingden setts but Mr Hunt recommends that only the paving between the 

lines be done in such setts, and the remainder in Penmaenmawr granite laid on concrete, involving 

additional expenditure of £1,335. Recommended to the Board. Holme & King’s contract for new 

station, etc., at Elland completed at cost of £10,794. (L&YR Minutes 13 March 1895) 

April 
Report and photograph of an accident at Ravensthorpe, London and North Western. (Engineer, 

5 April 1895, p.286) 

Brief biography and portrait of J A F Aspinall. (Engineer, 26 April 1895, p.360) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new road and bridge in lieu of level crossing at Hall 

Royd, Todmorden. (Manchester Guardian, 26 April 1895) 

May 
Tender of Tate & Gordon, £4,101-3s-2½d, to be accepted for new bridge over railway, including 

approaches, at Hall Royd, Todmorden. Also that of Etheridge & Clark, £2,098-11-1d, for works 

required in diversion of Carr Lane, Haslingden. (L&YR Minutes 8 May 1895)  

Report that the L&YR have introduced locomotives to haul wagons between their goods stations at 

North and South Docks, Liverpool. Horses will still be used for a time. (Railway News, 18 May 

1895) 

Mr Hunt has seen Mr Dransfield re- deferring the completion of the Victoria to Deal Street widening 

until the middle of October next. He is ready to agree, on condition that the works summarised on 

pages 37, 39 and 40 of the schedule of prices be deferred, but the first half of the retentions to be paid 

on completion of the remained and the twelve month’s maintenance to start from that date. The 

company to take delivery of, and store iron and steel work arriving meanwhile, and pay at the full 

schedule rate, less fixing, and to pay a sum on account of materials on site not to be used until 

October. Approved. (L&YR Minutes 22 May 1895) 

Owing to an error in Tate & Gordon’s Hall Royd tender it is now awarded to B Lumb for £4,323. 

(L&YR Minutes 23 May 1895) 

A novel application of electricity which is certain to attract much attention on the part of railway 

travellers who use Victoria station is now to be seen at work at that centre of traffic. For some time 

the necessity has been felt for dealing with the parcels business at the station, and the apparatus now 

in use has been designed with that object. Hitherto the subways have been employed, but an 

alternative method has been supplied by the construction of an overhead tramway, extending from 

the old parcels office on No.3 platform to No.8 platform, where the new parcels department is now 

situated. This miniature tramway is suspended from the girders of the roof. Along the rails runs an 

electric motor, capable of lifting and conveying a ton, but not used for more than half that weight. 

When parcels have to be transferred to or from the office they are placed in a hamper and it is then 

wound up to its place under the motor, which at once runs off under the control of a workman, 

who is able to stop it and let down or pick up his hamper at any point he pleases. At present only 
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one set of rails is in use, but the company are fixing a second pair to run alongside the first. 

(Manchester Courier, 29 May 1895) 

The wheeling about of trucks loaded with luggage is always a nuisance on a railway platform, and in a 

crowded station like that of the L&Y Victoria at Manchester it becomes not only quite a serious 

inconvenience, but with the series of subways from one platform to another entails considerable 

labour and delay in the transmission of luggage from one train to another, or from the general 

parcels office, where the amount of this class of work dealt with is probably larger than in any other 

station in the kingdom. To facilitate the transmission of luggage from one point to another, and to 

remove as far as possible the cumbersome trucking of it along the platforms and under the subways, 

Mr John Aspinall, the chief mechanical engineer to the company, has designed a very handy 

arrangement for conveying parcels and luggage overhead, either from the parcels office or from one 

platform to another. This arrangement consists of a tramway suspended from the roof of the 

station, and on this runs an electric motor controlled by a man sitting in a swing leather seat. The 

operation of the motor is extremely simple. By pulling one handle the man in charge sets in motion 

the lifting gear which raises a large hamper filled with parcels and luggage to such a height as will 

clear the engine chimneys when crossing the lines of way. A second handle enables him to start the 

motor off with its load, which it travels at a speed of from seven to eight miles an hour, the next 

operation being to drop the load exactly opposite the van of the train where the parcels or luggage 

have to be discharged, thus saving the trundling of the truck on a platform crowded with passengers. 

This arrangement which, was all designed and made at the Horwich works of the company, has only 

been in operation during the past week, but it has worked from the first without hitch; in fact, I 

myself with the station master were conveyed in the most comfortable fashion in the parcels 

hamper from one platform to another. At present the electrical overhead tramway is only to serve 

three platforms, but it is intended to extend it to the whole of the station. (Engineer, 31 May 1895, 

p.477) 

June 
Passengers on the 8.28pm special express train from Blackpool to Manchester on Monday, 10th June 

1895 arrived at Preston 1½ hours late and at Manchester at 11.43pm. The 8.35pm arrived in 

Manchester at 12.50am on Tuesday. A special train was put on to take passengers to Rochdale, 

Oldham and Middleton, thirteen of the latter travelled via Hollinwood, Oldham and on to Royton 

then returned to Middleton Junction where upon “All change” was called. Change to what enquired 

a passenger. It was supposed that the Middleton passengers would alight and walk to Middleton but 

they refused. Eventually they were taken to Middleton arriving there at 2.40am having taken over six 

hours to travel from Blackpool. (Middleton Guardian, 15 June 1895) 

International Railway Congress. Question IX. Paper on Permanent Way by W Hunt, L&YR engineer. 

(Engineer, 21 June 1895, p.524) 

The L&YR have contracted for locomotive coal at 6s 9d per ton. (Railway News, 22 June 1895) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £1,524-0-9d, to be accepted for new coal yard at Salford for A Knowles & 

Sons. (L&YR Minutes 25 June 1895)  

The travelling crane apparatus erected at Victoria station, Manchester, by J A F Aspinall, the chief 

engineer of the L&YR, is intended to facilitate the movement of passengers’ luggage and has been 

very successful in relieving the congestion of traffic on the platforms. A tramway has been suspended 

from the roof of the station, and on this runs a light car fitted with an electric motor and a seat for 

an attendant. Chains passing over a winch barrel, also operated by electricity, permit the basket 

truck to be raised or lowered and in this way it is possible to transfer a load of parcels from one 

platform to another, over the heads of the passengers who are thus free from the usual 

inconveniences to which they are subjected by the movement of the baggage at large stations. The 
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motor was designed and built at the Horwich works of the company, and it is proposed to extend 

the system to other stations. Perhaps the most surprising feature of the device is that nobody seems 

to have thought of it before. The plan should, if anything, be considered cheaper than the lifts and 

subways now often provided for transferring luggage across the line. (Engineering, 28 June 1895) 

The International Railway Congress was formally opened in London on Wednesday, 26th June 1895. 

The L&YR hosted a visit to Horwich works. (Railway News, 29 June 1895) 

July 
The L&YR invite tenders for alterations and additions to the station buildings, extension, etc., of 

platforms, new subway, and extension of warehouse, new shed, and reconstruction of bridge at 

Church; for the reconstruction of Goose House Road Bridge over the railway at Darwen. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 July 1895) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of platform roofing, station buildings and flagging platform 

at Poulton new station; for the erection of a new warehouse, goods offices, etc., extension of stables 

and formation of goods yard at Elland. (Manchester Guardian, 9 July 1895) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new engine shed, offices, shops, coal stage, turntable, etc., 

at Wakefield. (Manchester Guardian, 10 July 1895) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of Islington Road Bridge, Blackburn. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 July 1895) 

Standard types of permanent way, paper by W Hunt, L&YR. (Engineering, 12 July 1895) 

Report of an accident at Mirfield on 28th March 1895. (Engineering, 12 July 1895) 

Express Locomotives, paper by J A F Aspinall to the International Railway Congress. (Engineering, 19 

July 1895) 

Standard types of permanent way, paper by W Hunt, L&YR . (Engineering, 19 July 1895) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a subway and booking office at Lockwood. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 July 1895) 

Tenders to be accepted; Holme & King, £23,870, for new engine shed, etc., at Wakefield and £13,127 

-7s-10d, for new goods warehouse, stables, etc., at Elland; Walmersley & Roberts, £5,143-5s-2d, for 

reconstruction of Islington Road bridge, Blackburn, and £2,391-16-6d, for reconstruction of Goose 

House bridge, Darwen; Richards & Son, £1,630-15-2d, for reconstruction of two bridges between 

Chatburn and Hellifield. (L&YR Minutes 23 July 1895) 

Express Locomotives, paper by J A F Aspinall to the International Railway Congress. (Engineering, 26 

July 1895) 

Board of Trade report of an accident at Preston on Wednesday, 1st July 1895 when a special train 

from Dewsbury to Blackpool, whilst standing at the platform was run into by a passenger train from 

Accrington due to the carelessness of the driver of the Accrington train […]. Much thought appears 

to have been devoted to the preparation of the rules for working Preston station. The present 

arrangements as regards down East Lancashire passenger trains not running beyond Preston are not 

altogether approved of by the reporting officer. These trains are directed to be “brought almost to a 

stand at the down home signal before being allowed to enter the station”; whereas other trains are 

stopped dead at the signal, and only allowed to proceed after the driver has been cautioned and 

given a green hand signal, i.e. when the platform ahead is partially occupied. If it is not thought 
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desirable to bring all trains to an absolute stand just outside the station, it would be better to have a 

“calling on” arm, and to treat all trains alike. (Engineer, 26 July 1895, p.87)  

The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 7th August 1895. The 

engineer reported that the widening between Victoria and Deal Street had been opened for traffic. 

(Manchester Guardian, 31 July 1895) 

The L&YR engineer reports that the widened railway between Victoria station and Deal Street has 

been opened for traffic. The widening of the Hunts Bank incline is progressing satisfactorily. A little 

over half of the works in the construction of the passenger station at Wigan is completed. The 

construction of the new railway at Poulton, which consists of four lines of way, is  proceeding 

satisfactorily. Two lines of way for express traffic will be brought into use in about a month. 

(Manchester Courier, 31 July 1895) 

August 
The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 7th August 1895. The 

engineer reported that the widening between Victoria and Deal Street had been opened for traffic. 

(Railway News, 3 August 1895) 

Yesterday, Wednesday 7th. August 1895 at Rochdale Town Hall, a presentation was made to John 

Wrigley, the station master of Rochdale station, of an illuminated address and a cheque for £755, for 

“the admirable way in which he had for 34 years discharged the duties of his position at Rochdale station” 

[…]. .The address spoke of the courtesy the station master had always shown to every one 

irrespective of class or station. The project began at the end of April and the money was in the bank 

at the end of the first week of June. (Manchester Courier, 8 August 1895) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th August 1895. It was stated that 

two lines at the Poulton new station had been passed by the Board of trade and were being used by 

through trains to and from Blackpool. Parliamentary sanction to the Company’s Act had been 

received though the clause relating to a short loop into Victoria station had been withdrawn 

following suggestions made by Manchester Corporation. (Manchester Guardian, 8 August 1895) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th August 1895. (Railway News, 10 

August 1895) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway to the Manchester Ship Canal. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 August 1896) 

September 
The first fatality at Middleton Junction station since it was rebuilt in 1882 occurred on Thursday, 5th

September 1895 when a man was killed by a York to Manchester express. (Middleton Guardian, 7 

September 1895) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of twelve artisans dwellings at Spa Road, Bolton. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 September 1895) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £116,275 less £1,799 for old materials, to be accepted for branch line to 

Manchester Ship Canal. Deduction of £1,950 to be made for disposal of balance of excavations. 

(L&YR Minutes 26 September 1895) 

The L&YR have just commenced the construction of some extensive works at Wakefield, which it is 

estimated will entail an outlay of about £50,000, and provide employment for some considerable 

number of men and youths. The company have purchased from Colonel Smyth about twelve acres 

of land lying between the footpath from Wakefield to Heath Common and the Doncaster Road at 

Agbrigg. Here the company are going to build a large shed, occupying about two acres, and intend to 
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accommodate sixty engines in ten roads of six each. Half an acre of land will be covered with offices, 

workshops, etc., and about four acres is allotted for coal stacking. There will be nearly two miles of 

drains, and in order to secure a plentiful supply of water, a well is to be sunk to a depth of about 

100 feet. The contractors have already about 80 men at work, and it is expected that shortly 150 

brick-layers, joiners, and others will be employed at the place, which adjoins the company’s branch 

line from Wakefield to Goole. (Engineering, 27 September 1895) 

October 
Mr Dransfield to install a turntable at an estimated extra cost of £1,000 on his contract for widening 

the viaduct between Long Millgate and Cheetham Hill Road, Manchester. (L&YR Minutes 8 October 

1895) 

A telegram has been received in Belfast from the captain of the Fleetwood mail and passenger 

steamship Duke of Clarence that his vessel went aground during the fog on Monday night, 14th. 

October 1895 outside the entrance to Fleetwood harbour and remained fast until an early hour 

yesterday, Tuesday, 15th October when she floated undamaged. She left for her destination at 

6.30am. This news assured the friends of many passengers on board who, for several hours had been 

waiting the vessel’s arrival. (Manchester Courier, 16 October 1895) 

A railway siding, from the L&YR to the new Co-operative Wholesale Society Preserve Works, being 

erected at Mills Hill, near Middleton, was opened on Monday, 14th October 1895. (Middleton 

Guardian, 19 October 1895) 

Letter complaining about overcrowding on the trains between Victoria and Crumpsall and Heaton 

Park. It is usual for a third class passenger to have to walk the length of the train to find a seat then 

as an alternative to use the luggage van, usually well patronised, or use first or second class and risk 

being brought before the magistrates. There are plenty of first class compartments with one or two 

passengers. (Middleton Guardian, 19 October 1895) 

Drawing of the cantilever of the bridge over Great Ducie Street at Victoria station. (Engineer, 25 

October 1895, p.416/8) 

Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund. (Railway News, 26 October 1895) 

November 
F Attock having resigned his position of Carriage and Wagon Superintendent of the L&YR, through 

ill-health, the directors have placed the Carriage and Wagon Department under the Chief 

Mechanical Engineer, J A F Aspinall. (Engineer, 1 November 1895, p.413) 

Considerable progress is being made with the L&YR line from Windsor Bridge to No.8. dock 

Salford. All the residents on the line have been moved from the houses and shops, which are to 

come down. (Manchester Courier, 4 November 1895) 

A model innovation in railway travelling is about to be introduced on the L&Y line between 

Manchester and Lytham and Blackpool. Between these well-known watering places and Manchester 

there are a large number of contract ticket holders. Some of these gentlemen have constituted 

themselves into a kind of club, and Mr J H Stafford, the general manager of the L&YR, acting on 

suggestions these gentlemen have made to him, principally through the medium of Mr Harold 

Howman, has undertaken to construct a couple of luxurious coaches, which will be reserved 

exclusively for the use of the club on two of the chief morning and evening through trains.  

The coach will be divided into two compartments – smoking and non-smoking – fitted with the 

latest improvements, including the electric light, bells, lavatories with hot and cold water, etc., and, 

generally speaking, all the appurtenances of a first class club. In addition to this, there will also be an 
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attendant provided with every facility for the serving of refreshments, and of enabling the journey to 

be performed with ease and comfort. Each member of the club will be assured of a comfortable seat 

all the year round, in the society of fellow passengers with whom he is on terms of intimacy, and all 

this for a trifling addition to the price of his yearly contract. The idea is one that possesses so many 

obvious advantages, that it is somewhat surprising it has not already been resorted to; and we have 

no doubt the experiment will be followed on other lines. It will certainly tend to attract many city 

men to reside at the seaside who have hitherto been deterred by the discomforts of an hour and a 

half’s dreary railway ride. The proposed arrangement will practically permit a man’s evening 

comforts and luxuries at the end of the day to commence the moment he steps into his train. 

“Practical Engineer” (Manchester Courier, 13 November 1895) 

The L&Y and LNW railways invite tenders for the erection and completion of a new footbridge at 

Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 13 November 1895) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the erection and completion of goods shed and goods offices at 

Darwen. (Manchester Guardian, 18 November 1895) 

December 
Report of the death of J Horner, Hull & Barnsley Railway goods manager, formerly with the L&YR. 

(Railway News, 7 December 1895) 

L&YR 0, Salford Wednesday 3. This match was played at Weaste in a deluge of rain. The sloppy state 

of the ground rendered accurate football almost impossible. (Manchester Courier, 13 December 

1895) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the erection of a station masters house and four cottages adjoining 

Preston Junction station. (Manchester Guardian, 17 December 1895) 

Oldham Road L&YR 1, Newton Heath Wednesday 1. Played on Wednesday at Cheetham Hill. 

(Manchester Courier, 20 December 1895) 

Report of an accident on 20th December 1895 at Salford. (Manchester Courier, 21 December 1895) 

Report of an accident at Bolton on 12th September 1895. (Engineering, 27 December 1895) 

As a result of fog of remarkable density a collision. whereby nine persons were injured occurred on 

the 21st inst. On the L&YR, within the borough of Salford. It appears that the 5.20 train from Bolton 

to Manchester, and the 4.55 train from Wigan to Manchester, were coming towards the Victoria 

station about the same time. The Wigan train was stopped at the Oldfield Road Junction owing to a 

block on the line arising from the fog, the train from Bolton came along, and, the driver being unable 

to distinguish the Wigan train in front at the signals, crashed into the rear carriage with the result 

that nine passenger were more or less injured. (Engineer, 27 December 1895, p.641) 

A special train conveying fifteen camels to Blackpool from the east coast, in preparation for the 

coming season, to be competition to the donkeys. (Middleton Guardian, 28 December 1895) 

Report of an accident at Bacup when the 6.55pm train from Manchester ran into an engine which 

was taking water from a column at the end of the platform. (Manchester Courier, 30 December 

1895) 

Tender of B Lamb, £1,879, to be accepted for extension of goods warehouse and yard and new offices 

at Liversedge; also that of Walmersley & Roberts, £3,683-03-6d, for excavation and forming site of 

extension of carriage works at Newton Heath. (L&YR Minutes 31 December 1895) 
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The L&YR secretary states that during the past year two position block instruments have been 

substituted by three position pattern between Dewsbury Junction and Thornhill Junction; Ings 

Junction, Wakefield and Lockes Siding Normanton; Goole Junction, Wakefield and Whithams 

Sidings; Chorley and Lostock Junction. Also that 22 sets of electrical repeaters have been fixed to 

repeat the action of signal arms at various places on the line, and that 30 additional telephones have 

been fixed during the past year to facilitate the working of the traffic. (Signalling Arrangements 

LXXXVI, c7853, December 31st 1895) 
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1896 
January 

“The Lytham, St Annes and Blackpool Travelling Club” comes into existence this date on the L&YR. 

Following discussions between Mr Harold Bowman, of At Annes-on-the-Sea, who conceived the 

idea, and J H Stafford, general manager of the L&YR, the club has been formed and a code of rules 

and regulations carefully drawn up.  

The membership is limited to fifty first class contractors, and a subscription of three guineas in 

addition to the contract ticket is paid to the railway company. The railway company have built two 

special saloons for the use of the club, one to be attached to each of the two morning trains leaving 

Blackpool at 7.18am and 8.20am, returning from Manchester by the 5.10pm and 5.15pm trains. 

These saloons are fifty one feet long and are divided into three compartments, or rooms, opening 

into each other, one for smokers, one for cards, etc., and the other a general club room (which is 

non-smoking), with accommodation for thirty nine passengers in each saloon. They are very 

handsomely finished, and upholstered in crimson morocco. There are lockers for the use of 

members, and lavatory. An attendant will be in charge of each saloon. When the matter was first 

brought to the notice of Mr Stafford a doubt was expressed whether the minimum number (forty) 

of contractors required by the railway company as members would be available; this doubt, 

however, was soon set at rest, and the club starts with a membership of forty one, and other 

gentlemen are waiting to be admitted. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1896) 

A new departure in railway travelling is inaugurated by the L&YR with the New Year. The ‘Lytham, St 

Annes and Blackpool Travelling Club’ has been formed on the basis of a social club, with a code of rules 

and regulations, which have been carefully drawn up. The membership is limited for fifty first class 

contractors, and a subscription of three guineas, in addition to the contract ticket, is paid to the 

railway company, who have built two special saloons for the use of the club, one to be attached to 

each of the two morning trains leaving Blackpool at 7.18am and 8.20am returning from Manchester 

by the 5.10pm and 5.15pm trains. These saloons are divided into three compartments, or rooms, 

opening into each other, one for smokers, one for cards, etc., and the other a general club room, 

which is non-smoking, with accommodation for thirty nine passengers in each saloon. (Railway 

News, 4 January 1896) 

A report put before the Manchester City Council General Purposes Committee on Thursday, 2nd

January 1896 related some of the leading provisions contained in the L&YR Bill which is to be 

presented to Parliament in the ensuing session. The Company are seeking powers to make a great 

extension of the Victoria station. A great deal of insanitary property will be removed, and a new and 

broad thoroughfare will be driven through one of the oldest parts of the city. Added to this, the 

course of the river Irk will be straightened, and eventually – though the date of this change is more 

distant – the workhouse in New Bridge Street and Cheetham Hill Road will be demolished and the 

space included in the area of Victoria station. The Bill of the railway company will meet with an 

opposition in Parliament from the Corporation which will probably be purely nominal. There will be 

a diversion of Corporation Street. From Hanover Street, just beyond the station approach, a new 

Corporation Street will be carried through Long Millgate, and sweeping somewhat to the right (sic), 

beyond the present point of junction with Cheetham Hill Road, as it now exists between Miller 

Street and the Manchester Workhouse, will be abolished. A new bridge will be on the east, or 

Yorkshire, side of the present bridge, over the railway lines, and this will be the future way to 

Cheetham Hill Road. The foot of Miller Street is now an awkward hollow. This will be levelled up, 

and the street will have its outlet in the Corporation Street deviation. The company propose to buy 

the land on which the workhouse stands, and some day – the prospect, as we stated, is not 

immediate – that building will be razed and the Manchester Guardians of the Poor will have to seek 

other premises. According to the proposals contained in the Bill of the company, the bridge which 

will take the place of the present unsafe structure will have a width of twenty yards. The 
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Corporation, however, have declared a building line for Cheetham Hill Road which gives twenty two 

yards, and the company will, therefore, be asked to modify their plans by granting an additional 

width of two yards to the bridge. This will be a matter of negotiation between the company and the 

Corporation. (Manchester Guardian, 3 January 1896) 

The L&Y and LNW railways invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station at Talbot Road, 

Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian, 4 January 1896) 

Oldham Road L&YR 3, Sale Wednesday 0. Played at Cheetham Hill. (Manchester Courier, 10 January 

1896) 

The L&YR announce tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 11 January 1896) 

Failure reported of T Bridge Junr. contractor for extension of goods warehouse and offices at Darwen. 

This to be taken over by W Winnard. The roofing between wagon shops at Fazakerley to be taken 

over by G Smith at Mr Bridges’ prices. (L&YR Minutes 22 January 1896) 

J C Windle, L&YR district goods manager, Liverpool, having resigned his position, is succeeded by 

William J Carmichael, district goods superintendent, Bolton. (Railway News, 25 January 1896) 

Report of an accident at Mirfield on 16th November 1895 between trains of the LNWR and the 

GNR. (Engineering, 31 January 1896) 

A Board of Trade report on the collision which occurred on the night of November 25th last at 

Wortley South Junction on the GNR has been published. When a L&Y Company’s train from Leeds 

to Wakefield was passing the signal box at the junction it ran into a GNlight engine, which was 

standing on the GN up line […]. The inspector finds that the accident was due to a mistake on the 

part of the signalman in Wortley South signal box. (Engineer, 31 January 1896, p.111) 

Cheetham Hill Wednesday 3, L&YR 0. (Manchester Courier, 31 January 1896) 

February 
The report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 12th February 1896. The 

engineer reported that Wigan station will shortly be completed; at Wakefield the Goole connecting 

line is complete and the marshalling sidings are nearly finished. The two lines of way at Poulton for 

express traffic were used last summer, and the remainder of the works are in a forward state. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 February 1896; Railway News, 8 February 1896) 

Report and plan of the proposed extensions of Victoria station, now before Parliament. (Manchester 

Courier, 6 February 1896) 

Board of Trade report on an accident at Cleckheaton Junction, near Mirfield station on the L&YR on 

November 16th. The 7.40pm LNW passenger train from Leeds to Liverpool came into collision with 

the 7.45pm GN passenger train from Wakefield to Halifax at the converging pint of the north and 

south up main lines. (Engineer, 7 February 1896, p.139) 

Report of a meeting to support the agitation for a station at Irlams-o’-th’-Height. (Manchester 

Courier, 7 February 1896) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of the bridge, including approaches, over the railway 

at Daisyfield. (Manchester Guardian, 12 February 1896) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 12th February 1896. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 February 1896; Railway News, 15 February 1896) 
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Newton Heath Wednesday 5, L&YR 1. Played at Newton Heath on Wednesday, 12th. February 

1896. (Manchester Courier, 14 February 1896) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new approach road, erection of new station 

buildings, and alterations to platform at Littleborough. (Manchester Guardian, 14 February 1896) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of houses for the Works Manager, Foreman, and Fireman at 

North Road, Newton Heath. (Manchester Guardian, 15 February 1896) 

Tender of Tate & Gordon, £3,226-2s-2d, to be accepted for reconstruction of bridge and approaches at 

Daisyfield; also that of E Taylor & Co, £2,412-11-2d, for new approach road, new station buildings 

and alterations to platforms at Littleborough. (L&YR Minutes 26 February 1896) 

March 
Report of an accident at Bacup on 27th December 1895. (Engineering, 6 March 1896) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the railway between Deal Street and Windsor Bridge, Salford; 

for the erection of new buildings, three bridges, etc., in connection with the extension of the Carriage 

Works, Newton Heath. (Manchester Guardian, 7 March 1896) 

At the West Lancashire Railway meeting it was stated that a new station at Hundred End would 

prove a benefit to the company. (Railway News, 7 March 1896) 

A deputation waited on the L&YR to ask the directors to erect a station at Irlams-o’-th’-Height. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 March 1896) 

The railway coal bill for the L&YR locomotive department for the half year to 31st December 1895 

was £85,092 compared with £98,805 for the same period of 1894. (Engineering, 13 March 1896) 

The L&YR have purchased land for the erection of a new station at Horbury and the engineer has 

been instructed to prepare plans. (Railway News, 21 March 1896) 

Tender of W Dransfield, £83,799-7s-1d less £2,459-6s-9d for old materials, to be accepted for 

widening line between Deal Street and Windsor Junction, Salford; also that of R Neill & Sons, 

£63,697, for erection of new buildings and three bridges in connection with the extension of the 

carriage works at Newton Heath. (L&YR Minutes 25 March 1896) 

April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of buildings for the Carriage and Wagon Department, at 

Victoria station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 14 April 1896) 

On Thursday night, 16th April 1896 a meeting of the committee of ratepayers of Irlams-o’-th’-Height 

appointed to further the scheme for the erection of a station on the L&YR at Bank Lane, was held. 

The chairman stated that a communication had been received from the L&YR embodying certain 

proposals subject to which they would be prepared to proceed with the erection of the proposed 

station. (Manchester Courier, 18 April 1896) 

Tender of C Brierley, £1,912-10-1d, to be accepted for platform, new staircase, raising platforms, etc. 

at Knowsley Street station, Bury. Also that of S Warburton, £3,280-18-9d, for buildings for Carriage 

and Wagon Department at Victoria station, Manchester. (L&YR Minutes 22 April 1896) 

May 
Description and plans of the new parcels offices at Victoria station, Manchester. (Railway Engineer, 

5-1896) 
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The Manchester City Council General Purposes Committee reported on 30th April 1896 that 

agreement had been reached with the L&YR regarding the new Cheetham Hill Road Bridge which is 

to be increased in width from sixty feet to sixty six feet and the old bridge will not be interfered 

with until the new one is completed. The Town Clerk was also instructed to give a letter, 

undertaking that reasonable facilities be given for verandas being placed over the footway on the 

western side of the new bridge in respect of the two openings into Victoria station. The company 

have amended the gradients of Miller Street and Long Millgate at the junctions with Corporation 

Street and Victoria Station Approach. They have also agreed to pave the bed of the river Irk in a 

substantial manner to the satisfaction of the City Surveyor. (Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1896) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and completion of a goods warehouse, engine and boiler 

house, etc, at Lostock Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 7 May 1896) 

Description and illustration of a new steam crane for the L&Y creosoting works. (Engineering, 15 

May 1896) 

Tender of Holme & King, £4,671-14-11d, to be accepted for goods shed and engine house at Lostock 

Junction. An error having been found in S Warburton’s tender, the work at Victoria station to be let to 

J Blanchard & Sons for £3,305-08-11d. (L&YR Minutes 20 May 1896) 

June 
Mr Hunt reported that owing to the Victoria to Deal Street contractor being unable to purchase blue 

bricks and white glazed bricks which will bond together, stone quoins have been used at the corners 

of the abutments. There is also ashlar in imposts, strings and copings for the Deal Street signal cabin 

and in some other small extra work which Mr Dransfield was asked to carry out. The Board of Trade 

have sanctioned, subject to certain requirements, use of the widening from Victoria station to Deal 

Street, Salford. (L&YR Minutes 9 June 1896) 

The L&YR invite tenders for new footbridge, alterations and additions to the station buildings at 

Adlington; for a new footbridge and booking office at Wilpshire; for new stables at Lomeshaye Lane, 

Nelson. (Manchester Guardian, 13 June 1896) 

The Bass & Company’s annual trip to Blackpool this year with about 10,000 passengers in sixteen 

special trains consisting of 250 assorted classes of carriages, the third class passengers having to sit 

five aside. For several hours from 4.15am all ordinary traffic was suspended and more than half the 

line from Burton to Blackpool was given up to the specials, which ran at ten minutes intervals the 

last leaving at 6.55am. The last train left Blackpool for the return journey at 10.40pm. (Railway 

News, 27 June 1896) 

July 
The second part of the extensive scheme for widening the permanent way of the L&YR, from 

Victoria station to a point some distance beyond Salford station, is now being carried out. Increasing 

traffic has necessitated the extension. The scheme enables the company to approach both sides of 

Victoria at once; indeed, access to the station from the west is practically doubled. The first portion 

of the widening – from Victoria to Deal Street – was opened in time for the summer traffic of last 

year, and the second is expected to be completed about the spring of 1898. From Deal Street, the 

addition to the permanent way will be continued, for a little over three-quarters of a mile through 

Salford station to about half way between Oldfield Road and Windsor Bridge. It was only recently 

that the railway company came into the possession of the portion of the brewery which they had 

acquired for the purpose of the widening, and in connection with which purpose they are paying for 

the building of other premises. That is the reason why the whole scheme was not included in the 

one contract. The work now entered upon includes the erection of seven steel bridges, the largest 

of which will be that over Chapel and Cook Streets, which, will be carried across on an enormous 

girder of 175 feet span. Between the old and new bridges there will be a space of 10 feet in order to 
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provide the necessary light and ventilation. Salford station itself will be enlarged. At present it 

consists of a platform on the western side and an island platform, and it is intended to build an 

additional one, with the usual complement of waiting rooms, etc., on the east side. When the 

contract is finished there will thus be a permanent way of four lines extending a little to the north of 

Salford station, where the four spread to six. The second half of this important project will cost 

about £110,000, a somewhat similar amount having been expended on the completed portion. 

(Manchester Courier, 9 July 1896) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the line between Lostock Junction and Bullfield, Bolton; for the 

removal of earthwork, the construction of retaining walls and footbridge for the extension of the 

goods yard at Lockwood; for the extension of bridge and retaining walls at Low Moor; for the 

construction of bridge over Dean Lane, Newton Heath; for the erection of retaining walls near 

Sharples Street, Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 11 July 1896) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse, etc, at Chadwick Street, Liverpool. 

(Manchester Guardian, 21 July 1896) 

Report of an accident at Preston. (Engineer, 24 July 1896, p.85) 

Tenders to be accepted. Holme & King, £38,634-06-7d, for widening Lostock Junction to Bullfield, 

Bolton; F H Watson & Co. £8,247-11-10d, for retaining walls and footbridge at Lockwood; S W 

Pilling & Co, £2,401, for extension of Bateman’s bridge and construction of retaining walls, etc, at 

Low Moor; F H Watson & Co. £1,444-12-0d, for retaining wall at Blackburn. (L&YR Minutes 29 July 

1896) 

List of reciprocating parts which are interchangeable with each other on engines of the L&YR. 

(Engineer, 31 July 1896, p.109) 

August 
Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 5th August 1896. The engineer, 

reported that Wigan station, new lines at Poulton, marshalling sidings at Wakefield have been 

completed. The widening of the Hunts Bank incline is almost ready for the Board of Trade 

inspection. (Railway News, 1 August 1896) 

A fatal accident occurred yesterday morning, Monday, 3rd August 1896 shortly before nine o’clock, 

at Preston Junction. The junction is about a mile and a half south of Preston, and the West 

Lancashire Railway have running powers over the line from Preston to Blackburn. About the time 

stated a West Lancashire train was coming into the junction from Southport, when a L&Y excursion 

from Leeds to Blackpool ran out of a loop line too soon. The third coach of the West Lancashire 

train, a saloon, was completely demolished, and two of the passengers therein were killed and the 

other seriously injured […]. A more detailed account says the West Lancashire train left Bamber 

Bridge at nineteen minutes to nine, and proceeded at a slow speed round the sharp curve which 

brings it to the main metals which run in an almost straight line to Preston. The signal was “line 

clear”, but just as the train was approaching the excursion from Leeds in the loop at Preston 

Junction, the driver of the latter, evidently by mistake, assuming that the signals were for him to 

proceed, started his engine. The West Lancashire driver noticed the mistake being made by the L&Y 

driver and shut off steam and applied the brake, but it was too late, for the L&Y train was on the 

move, and, passing from the curve on the main line, just grazed the first three carriages, tearing off 

the foot boards and handle bars, and crashing in the woodwork. The L&Y engine, backed by the full 

weight of the heavily laden train, then cut with immense force into the middle saloon, smashing the 

framework into matchwood, “bursting the roof off”, as one of the passengers remarked, “just like an 

umbrella blown before a storm”, and almost pulverising the wheels and iron fittings. The demolished 

saloon was knocked into a tangled heap, almost on its side, off the metals. The carriage in front of it 

was badly smashed and partly derailed, the panels being driven in, windows fractured, and handle 
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bars and stay rods twisted into all manner of shapes […]. The signal which seems to have been 

mistaken was quite close to the Leeds train, and on the same side. On the signal post are the main 

line and a loop line semaphore, that relating to the main line being a plain arm, whilst the loop signal 

is distinguished by a ring. (Manchester Guardian, 4 August 1896) 

Report of the accident at Preston Junction on Monday 3rd. August 1896. (Manchester Courier, 4 

August 1896) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th August 1896. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 August 1896) 

An accident occurred on Tuesday night, 4th August, resulting in injury to nine passengers at 

Adlington station on the L&YR, ten miles south of Preston. Some four hundred yards north of the 

station are points which form the junction between the main line and a branch line to Wigan. On 

reaching this spot the last two coaches left the rails, and were dragged for a distance of 300 yards 

doing considerable damage to the permanent way. The body of one carriage was torn from the 

underframe and strewn across the main line. (Engineer, 7 August 1896, p.146) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th August 1896. (Railway News, 8 

August 1896) 

Board of Trade report on an accident that occurred on June 27th at York, on the NER. As a L&Y 

Company’s excursion train from Todmorden to Scarborough was standing at Waterworks cabin 

advance signal at about 9.13am it was run into in the rear by a pilot engine with eight empty 

carriages and two vans attached. Lieu-Col. Addison stated; “Another matter to which I must call 

attention is the way in which the excursion train left the station, on the wrong road, through facing points 

and a cross-over road, with no fixed signal to protect the operation or to ensure the points being properly set, 

etc. I understand that this is an exceptional occurrence, but it is somewhat astonishing to find such a mode 

of working allowed at a place like York, where traffic arrangements are under the immediate 

superintendence of high officials, and where everything might be expected to be thoroughly up to date”  

(Engineer, 21 August 1896, p.185) 

September 
Board of Trade report on the L&YR accident, which occurred at Preston Junction station on the 3rd

ult. As a WLR Company’s passenger train from Blackburn to Preston was approaching the station it 

came into collision with an L&Y special excursion train from Leeds to Blackpool, which was moving 

forward out of the loop on to the main line. One person was killed and several injured, while a good 

deal of damage was done to the stock. Lieu-Col. Addison attributes the accident entirely to the 

driver of the special train, who had not much previous experience of the line he was working on, 

and in his anxiety to get away mistook the signals. The two signal arms were immediately in front of 

him; the higher one, referring to the main line, having been “off” for at least two or three minutes, 

the lower one, referring to the loop line, clearly distinguished by a ring on the arm, remaining at 

danger. The question of “safety-points” on the loop line at the end of the ticket platform is 

considered in the report, and it seems probable that if there had been safety-points the excursion 

engine would have dropped off on to the ballast, without further injury to itself or the passengers of 

either train. But  this is a running loop and safety-points, under such conditions, would be likely to 

cause more accidents than they would save. If, however, the company could undertake to stop all 

trains using the loop line at the platform, then the provision of safety-points would be desirable. 

(Engineer, 18 September 1896, p.287) 

Board of Trade report on the accident at Preston Junction on Monday, 3rd August 1896 between a 

West Lancashire Railway train and a L&YR train. (Engineering, 18 September 1896) 

The Railway System of Liverpool. Includes the L&YR and a map. (Railway News, 26 September 1896) 
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The MR will introduce a sleeping car between Manchester and Glasgow on 1st October 1896. 

Liverpool passengers will join the train at Blackburn. There will be a surcharge of five shillings in 

addition to the first class fare. (Manchester Guardian, 29 September 1896) 

Yesterday, Monday, 28th September 1896 some important improvements for working of the ever-

increasing traffic of the L&YR at Victoria station were inaugurated. For some years past the traffic 

from the Miles Platting direction has been worked under the greatest possible difficulties, and with 

the object of relieving the congestion two additional sets of rails have been laid from Miles Platting 

to Victoria station. The work has been in progress for about eighteen months. The new lines are in 

connection with numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4 platforms, which accommodate the Oldham, Ashton, 

Middleton, and Heywood and Bury services, and it is expected that traffic between these districts 

and Manchester will be greatly facilitated. It has already been decided to add to the Oldham service 

from the first of next month, and other advantages to the public will follow. Owing to the large 

increase of traffic a scheme is under consideration whereby more platform accommodation will be 

provided on the south side. The local traffic will then be worked there, whilst the north side of the 

station will be allotted to the through train service, which has been developed very much. The plans 

are not quite completed, but there will in future be a radical change in the aspect of the Long 

Millgate approach to the station. (Manchester Guardian, 29 September 1896; Middleton Guardian, 3 

October 1896) 

Yesterday, Monday, 28th. September 1896, two new lines of way from Miles Platting into Victoria 

station were brought into use. The object of the addition is to enable trains to come along the Miles 

Platting bank direct into platforms 1, 2, 3 and 4. The lines will be used principally for the services 

between Manchester, Heywood, Bury, Oldham, Ashton and Middleton which will necessarily be 

dealt with in a more efficient manner. During recent years the traffic has increased so enormously 

that an extension has been absolutely necessitated. The difficulty of dealing with the eastward local 

services has been particularly marked and there can be only one opinion as to the improvements 

just effected to be followed as it will be, by a still greater one. The work has been in progress about 

18 months, and is merely part if a large project which the L&YR are carrying out in connection with 

Victoria station and its approaches on either side.  

To ensure the efficient working of the new line, two signal boxes have been built – one, on the 

station itself, known as the bay siding box, and the other, a little way down the line, named the 

Millgate box – and all the signalling has been re-arranged. Mr W Hunt (the chief engineer of the 

company) has had the supervision of the whole of the work, which has been expeditiously executed. 

A re-arrangement on such a large scale must inevitably result in some delays in train services, but 

notwithstanding the difficulties that had to be overcome, the traffic yesterday was extremely 

satisfactory, most of the trains being quite up to time. The company and officials are to be 

congratulated on the fact that the change was accomplished with so little actual dislocation. It was an 

achievement that deserves to be specially noted. But the improvement just inaugurated is only 

preliminary to a scheme on the south side of the station which is even more comprehensive, and 

some details of which have previously appeared in the Manchester Courier.  

Parliamentary powers have now been obtained for carrying this into effect. Speaking broadly, it is 

intended to deal entirely with the local branch services on that side of the station. The traffic on 

these branches  has been increasing so rapidly of late, notably from the Prestwich direction, that it 

has been decided to go in for an extension which will meet this and all other requirements for many 

years to come. Beginning the other side of Smedley Road, the line will dip underneath the existing 

way at a point somewhere near the gasometers, and thence rising will join the present lines and run 

into several new platforms which will range from the present station boundary right to Long 

Millgate. All the branch services from the direction of Crumpsall will thus be brought to the south 

side and a very great separation of the through and local traffic will be brought about. This cannot 

but result in improved working all round. It will be particularly beneficial in that it will have the 
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centre platforms and other portions of the station free for the through services, in respect to which 

the company have made special efforts to meet the ever growing requirements of the travelling 

public.  Nowadays a passenger can join a train at Victoria which will take him to London and the 

South and West of England either by North Western or Midland route without change. Locally, to 

improvements have been made, an additional service having been put on to Oldham. One of the 

principal alterations in connection with the platform extension will be a re-construction of York 

Street bridge. The roadway is to be diverted and widened and the bridge will have a higher headway. 

Altogether the L&YR are showing a commendable amount of enterprise with respect to the 

improvements to Victoria station and its approaches. A very large sum of money has been and will 

be spent but the expenditure will be justified from every point of view. (Manchester Courier, 29 

September 1896) 

October 
Traffic on the L&YR, near Rochdale, was delayed last week by the displacement of rails through the 

collision of a goods train from Normanton with a train of empty carriages that was being passed on 

to the main line at Wardleworth Junction. The Normanton engine struck the guard’s van of the 

empty train, but the guard was in another vehicle, and no one was hurt. The engine was not 

damaged, but the van was knocked to pieces and some carriages were overturned. (Engineer, 2 

October 1896, p.341) 

Report of an accident at Adlington on 28th July 1896. (Engineering, 2 October 1896) 

Eccles Wednesday 2, L&YR 0. (Manchester Courier, 12 October 1896) 

L&YR 3, Sale Wednesday 2. (Manchester Courier, 16 October 1896) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of the bridge carrying the railway over Curzon Street, 

Burnley. (Manchester Guardian, 17 October 1896) 

Newton Heath Wednesday 4, L&YR 0. L&YR ninth out of twelve in the league table. (Manchester 

Courier, 24 October 1896) 

Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund. (Railway News, 24 October 1896) 

Tender of Tate & Gordon, £3,588-16-6d, to be accepted for reconstruction of bridge carrying the 

railway over Curzon Street, Burnley; also that of Kirk & Knight, amended tender, £11,095, for 

warehouse, etc, in Chadwick Street, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 28 October 1896) 

C J Nicholson, L&YR passenger superintendent, has devised an arrangement for interlocking signals, 

switches, and instruments in such a way that before a signalman can move the points of a crossover 

road, or those of a siding connection with the main line, he must lock the home signals, which will 

then remain locked until he purposely releases them. At the same time, the electric circuit to the 

block instruments to the preceding cabin are short-circuited, so that the signalman at the home 

station cabin cannot accept a train until he has taken the lock off. Further, an electric lock is also 

fitted to the starting signal, preventing it being taken off except when the indicator of the block 

instrument from the next cabin stands in the “line clear” position. Should a train be shifted from one 

main line to another, and be forgotten by a signalman, the latter would find himself unable to lower 

his signals to allow another train to approach. At the same time he cannot give “line clear” to the 

preceding signal cabin. The apparatus can be attached to the existing signal lever frames without 

altering the latter. The system has, in its perfect form, been in use at the very busy Salford cabin of 

the L&YR for some months and it its less complete state of development for some years at several 

other cabins. (Railway News, 31 October 1896) 
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November 
Report of trials of locomotive steam jacket on the L&YR. (Engineer, 6 November 1896, p.465) 

Forty-eight hours’ notice having been served on Walmersley & Roberts, the reconstruction of 

Islington Road Bridge, Blackburn, has been taken out of their hands and is being completed by the 

Company’s men. (L&YR Minutes 10 November 1896) 

Manchester Wednesday 3, L&YR ?. (Manchester Courier, 14 November 1896) 

At Rochdale County Police Court Mr Hopwood summoned the L&YR on Wednesday, 11th

November 1896 in respect to the emission of smoke from their engines. The case concerned engine 

No.1246 on 15th October 1896 at Badge Yard, Castleton, employed on shunting duties. The hearing 

was attended by George Whale of the LNWR and Robert Dugald Drummond of the London and 

South Western Railway. The bench dismissed the case. (Middleton Guardian, 14 November 1896)   

The L&YR invite tenders for the levelling and draining of Timothy Clough on the Company’s estate, 

Horwich. (Manchester Guardian, 28 November 1896) 

December 
At a massed meeting of railway engineers employed at the Horwich railway works held last night, 

Friday, 4th. December 1896 delegates reported that the railway company had acceded to their 

demands for an advance to all day wage men from 32s per week to 34s. The advance will affect 

about 800 men who intended to strike had their terms not been complied with. The management 

had offered 1s increase, which the men refused to accept. (Manchester Courier, 5 December 1896) 

The new loading gauge, to be brought into use on 1st January 1897, will apply without exception to 

the whole of the main line and branches. (L&YR Minutes 8 December 1896) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the goods shed at Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 15 

December 1896) 

The L&YR are about to widen their line from Mills Hill to Baytree Lane bridge on the up side and to 

half way between Joshua Lane and the Middleton branch on the down side and from Grimshaw Lane 

bridge at Middleton Junction to the Alkrington Pit Road on both sides. (Middleton Guardian, 19 

December 1896) 

Tender of Holme & King, £9,748-09-11d, to be accepted for extension of goods shed at Bradford; 

also that of G Smith & Co. £1,583 June 9d, for alteration of offices at Great Howard Street, 

Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 23 December 1896) 
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1897 
January 

Manchester City Council discusses the suggested rail communication to Harpurhey. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 January 1897) 

The L&Y, L&NW, Midland, West Lancashire, and the Leeds and Liverpool Canal have given notice in 

Blackburn that they will not collect goods after 6.00pm on weekdays and 2.00pm on Sundays, and 

that no goods will be accepted at stations or wharves after these hours. This regulation is the result 

of the men’s request for a reduction of the hours of labour, the companies stating that it will result 

in a considerable shortening of the time the men are engaged in carting and loading. (Engineer, 1 

January 1897) 

Report of opposition to the L&YR proposed pension fund by the Amalgamated Society of Railway 

Servants. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1897) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 9 January 1897) 

The contractor for the new booking office and footbridge at Wilpshire has had difficulty with his 

ironwork sub-contractor owing to the failure of J Butler & Co. of Leeds. (L&YR Minutes 12 January 

1897) 

Last Night Wednesday, 20th January 1897 Colonel J O Hasted, CE. Inspector to the Local 

Government Board, held an inquiry in the Council Chamber, Preston Town Hall, relative to an 

application by the L&Y and LNW Joint Railways, for permission to demolish certain house property 

for the purpose of railway improvements. To allow the widening of their lines the Company’s 

propose to acquire twenty one houses situated in Charles Street, Christian Road, Dock Street. Pitt 

Street. Lower Pitt Street, Savoy Street, Green Street, and Bridge Lane. In their stead it was 

proposed to erect ten houses, in which accommodation of a better description would be provided. 

The inspector was asked to urge upon the Local Government Board the necessity of allowing them 

to demolish these houses before they completed the new ones, because unless they were permitted 

to do so, the scheme would be delayed. It was stated that the matter was of pressing importance to 

the Companies as it was proposed to alter the line at a spot where an unfortunate accident 

happened some time ago and to facilitate and improve the present arrangements to deal more 

efficiently with the heavy traffic, particularly in the direction of Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian, 21 

January 1897) 

The terms on which it is proposed that the management of the West Lancashire Railway and the 

Liverpool, Southport and Preston Junction Railway shall be taken over by the L&YR will be 

considered at the half yearly meetings of both companies on Thursday. So far as the West 

Lancashire Railway is concerned, the directors, in a special report point out that the company has 

not paid any dividend out of revenue since its commencement; in 1886 the railway passed into the 

hands of a receiver, and in 1894 the first debenture holders obtained an Act suspending actions 

against the company and capitalising arrears of interest due to them. This in conjunction with the 

abandonment of the proposed railway from Preston to Blackpool, which was a virtual extension of 

the company’s system, and the withdrawal of the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway 

powers for a railway from Wigan to Longton, depriving the West Lancashire Company of two 

valuable and anxiously expected feeders, had induced the directors to approach the L&Y Company, 

with a view to a working arrangement with that company.  

An arrangement has been come to, subject to the approval of the shareholders, whereby the L&Y 

shall undertake the management from 1st July next at a yearly rent of £11,500 per annum rising by 

annual increments of £325 to a maximum of £18,000 a year. The recently issued first debenture 3½ 

per stock will continue to receive interest in full; the 1881 5 per cent debenture holders will receive 
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interest upon their £229,126 at 2½ per cent, and on their 1894 interest stock at a rate of 1½ per 

cent instead of 4 per cent; the holders of the 1884 and 1887 5 per cent debentures stock will 

receive the balance of the rent until their dividend amounts to 1 per cent, and upon their 1884 4 per 

cent interest stock a dividend at the same rate, all arrears upon stocks from 1894 to be 

extinguished.  

Ultimately there will be a balance available out of the maximum rent to pay ¼ per cent upon the 

first preference stock, ½ per cent upon the ordinary stock, and 5,835 in payment of a dividend on 

the second preference stock, which amounts to £300,000. The scheme has already received the 

approval of the debenture holders committee. (Manchester Guardian, 26 January 1897) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £2,086-11-6d, to be accepted for bridge to carry sidings over Dean Lane in 

connection with the extension of carriage works, Newton Heath. (L&YR Minutes 27 January 1897) 

The L&YR has inserted in its omnibus bill of this session power to create £2,200,000 additional 

share and loan capital which will be mainly required to purchase the undertakings of the West 

Lancashire Railway and the Liverpool, Southport and Preston Junction Railway. (Engineer, 29 January 

1897, p.109) 

The L&YR is adopting the Gold system for heating its carriages. (Engineer, 29 January 1897) 

At a meeting of the shareholders of the West Lancashire Railway at Southport yesterday it was 

resolved, after prolonged discussion, provisionally to confirm the transfer of the company to the 

L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1897) 

Short report regarding the amalgamation of the L&YR with the West Lancashire Railway and the 

Liverpool, Southport and Preston Junction Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1897) 

On Monday, 25th January 1897 when the 11.55am Manchester to York express was passing 

Castleton station it was discovered that the tyre of the pony truck wheel was broken. The engine 

was detached and run forward to Castleton Siding and another engine took the train to Rochdale 

from where the pilot took the train to its destination. (Middleton Guardian, 30 January 1897) 

February 
Railway Signalling. H Raynar Wilson. Wood signal cabin and Hart’s compensator. (Railway Engineer, 

2-1897) 

Report of the Railway and Canal Commission on the opposition by the traders to the L&YR

imposing rents on wagons left in sidings over three day. (Manchester Guardian, 4 February 1897) 

The above case found in favour of the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 5 February 1897) 

Report of the directors for the L&YR meeting to held on 10th February 1897. The engineer reported 

that the Hunts Bank incline, works at Elland goods and passenger stations, work at Clinton Street, 

Daisyfield, for extending the goods yard, have all been completed. (Railway News, 6 February 1897) 

Mr Sutcliffe, contractor for erecting roof and construction of mound adjoining the London and 

Rotterdam sheds at Goole. (L&YR Minutes 9 February 1897) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th February 1897. The meeting was 

followed by extra-ordinary meetings to consider raising capital for widening parts of the railway and 

the amalgamation with the West Lancashire Railway and Liverpool, Southport and Preston Junction

Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1897) 
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The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th February 1897. (Railway News, 

13 February 1897) 

At the half yearly meeting of the L&YR Company held at the offices of the company, Manchester, the 

chairman, Mr George Armytage, in moving the adoption of the report, said the company had earned 

for 1896 a dividend equal to 5 3/8 per cent on the year, the like of which they had not seen since 

the year 1880. At present the amount of capital chargeable to revenue was £63,821,969. They had 

expended on capital account for general purposes during the half-year £219,869, which was £25,453 

less than the estimate sanctioned at the last half-yearly meeting. On new works they had expended 

£104,047, chiefly on the completion of the new lines at Poulton, the extension of the carriage works 

at Newton Heath, a large new engine shed at Wakefield, and the Ship Canal branch, which latter was 

progressing very satisfactorily. With two slight exceptions, there had been an increase in each 

branch of the revenue. The company had carried during the half-year 27,748,854 passengers, 

exclusive of season ticket holders, which was an increase of 1,171,728, or 4.41 per cent, and was the 

greatest number they had carried in any one half-year. There was a decrease in the number of first 

class passengers of 5,378. In the second class there was a decrease of 14,807 passengers, and a 

decrease in money of £821, and in third class there was an increase of 1,191,913 in numbers, and 

£28,881 in money. In merchandise they had an increase of 45,567 tons, and £25,192 in receipts. In 

minerals there was an increase of 85,251 tons and £11,433, and in coal and coke an increase of no 

less than 257,637 tons and £18,235, the total tonnage conveyed being 10,101,641 tons. This again 

was the largest tonnage ever conveyed in any one half-year in the history of the company. Their 

expenses per train mile were 3s 1.60d, as against 3s 1.73d in the corresponding period. (Engineer 19 

February 1897, p.199) 

The L&YR are now building carriages at the rate of 260 per annum and wagons at the rate of 1,000 

per annum.  (Engineer, 19 February 1897, p.199) 

Tenders to be accepted. Monk & Newell, £903-12-8d, for subway at Bottoms level crossing, 

Heckmondwike; Gates & Thomas, £2,553-11-8d for subway under railway and carriage sidings at 

Talbot Road, Blackpool; Preston & Hirst, £2,390-17-4d, for additional shops and offices at Wigan.

(L&YR Minutes 24 February 1897) 

The coal bill for the L&YR locomotive department for the half year ending 31st December 1896 was 

£83,515 and for the same period in 1895, £85,093. (Engineering, 26 February 1897) 

March 
Railway Signalling. H Raynar Wilson. Overhead wood signal cabin with hip roof and standard 

overhead signal cabin. (Railway Engineer, 3-1897) 

The Naval Construction and Armaments Company have received an order for the joint committee 

of the L&Y and LNW railways to build a fast twin screw passenger steamer for their service 

between Fleetwood and Belfast. She is to steam 19½ knots an hour, and to be ready for her station 

early next year. (Engineer, 5 March 1897) [The company acquired by Vickers of Sheffield, 30 April 

1897 and 7 May 1897]  

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of additional storage accommodation in the goods yard, 

North Mersey, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 13 March 1897) 

On Tuesday morning, about eight o’clock, the pointsman at Accrington, on the L&YR, received an 

intimation that the driver of a goods train coming down the a decline of 1 in 40 from Baxenden had, 

owing to the slippery state of the metals, lost control of his engine. The pointsman signalled to the 

driver of a pilot engine, who was taking some empty carriages through the station, to clear the way, 

but before he could do so the goods train had dashed into him. The driver and stoker were thrown 

from the pilot engine, the stoker being injured, but the driver and fireman of the goods train 
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escaped. Both engines were seriously damaged. One half of the goods train was thrown over the 

embankment close by the main road, which is spanned by an arch. Three or four of the wagons 

were smashed to atoms, and two others were thrown across the line into the porters’ room, where 

four porters who were having breakfast had a narrow escape. The goods train consisted of nineteen 

wagons, most of which were reduced to matchwood. (Engineer, 19 March 1897, p.291) 

The new plan for the whole of the works required in connection with the widening from Deal Street to 

Windsor Bridge. No change in the total estimate of the works included in the tender. (L&YR Minutes 

24 March 1897) 

Opposition by Middleton Corporation to the L&YR Bill came before the Private Bill Committee on 

Wednesday, 24th March 1897. They felt the L&YR should reconstruct the bridge over Baytree Lane 

to give a span of 36 feet and 12 feet 6 inches headway and to drain the dip in the road beneath the 

existing bridge which floods frequently. The present bridge has a 15 feet span and 11 feet 6 inches 

headway. The proposed new parts of the bridge would give a 21 feet span and 12 feet 6 inch 

headway and be constructed of steel girders. On Thursday, 25th March it was decided that the 

railway company construct a bridge of 25 feet span and 15 feet headway on the condition that 

Middleton Corporation undertake the proper drainage of the road. (Middleton Guardian, 27 March 

1897) 

April 
Railway Signalling. H Raynar Wilson. Diagrams of signal installations at Victoria station and Talbot 

Road station, Blackpool. (Railway Engineer, 4-1897) 

Obituary of William Hunt, who died, aged 55, on Monday, 29th March 1897 at his residence, High 

Lea, Crumpsall. Hunt was appointed the L&YR chief assistant engineer in 1876 and chief engineer in 

1882. (Engineering, 2 April 1897) 

Obituary of William Hunt, who died, aged 55, on Monday, 29th March 1897 (Railway News, 3 April 

1897) 

The late chief engineer of the L&YR Company, Mr William Hunt, who died aged 55, on Monday 29th

March, at his residence, High Lea, Crumpsall, Manchester, was educated at Bedford Commercial 

School. In November 1858, he was articled to Mr H D Morton, who was then chief engineer of the 

East and West India Docks, London. After remaining at the docks about three years he went into 

the locomotive works of the North London Railway at Bow, where he worked, first in the shops 

and afterwards in the drawing office under Mr William Robinson, since for some time mechanical 

engineer of the LSWR. Following this, Mr Hunt was engaged on the construction of new railways in 

the isle of Wight, and then he became chief assistant to Mr John Smith Burke, and engineer of 

considerable practise at Westminster. With Mr Burke he remained eight years, engaged in laying out 

new lines of railways, and preparing parliamentary plans and estimates. In June, 1876, Mr Hunt was 

appointed chief assistant engineer of the L&YR, and in September, 1882, he was promoted to be its 

chief engineer. Under his direction the company has carried out most extensive works, involving an 

expenditure of £8,000,000. These include the doubling of the line from Sandhills to Liverpool, and 

the construction of the new Exchange station at Liverpool; the construction of the Pendleton and 

Hindley line, forming a new and direct L&Y route to Liverpool; the making of new goods and 

passenger stations at Bradford, and numerous widenings of the lines in the neighbourhood of 

Manchester. Although in delicate health for some time past, Mr Hunt spent the last fortnight of his 

life in London, superintending the passage of the L&Y Company’s Bill in Parliament through its 

Committee stage, returning home only on Friday of last week. (Engineer, 9 April 1897, p.373) 

Report of an accident at Rainford Junction on 17th February 1897. (Engineering, 2 April 1897) 
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Captain T W Gwyther, master of the steamer Duke of Clarence, was found guilty of being drunk and 

unfit to discharge his duties while on a passage from Belfast to Fleetwood on 12th. January 1897. 

James Henry Higham former chief officer of the Duke of Clarence gave evidence. (Manchester 

Courier, 2 April 1897) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the widening of the line from Hoddlesden Junction to Dove Lane, 

Darwen, including new goods yard and foundations to warehouse. (Manchester Guardian, 10 April 

1897) 

L&YR Victoria played L&YR Miles Platting on the St Augustine’s ground Miles Platting. The home 

team had their full strength. The visitors were without J Jones, their right back, his place being taken 

by Furlong. The half time score was Victoria 2, Miles Platting 1. In the second half the play was of a 

give-and-take character, the final score being Victoria 4, Miles Platting 2. (Manchester Courier, 16 

April 1897) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of seventy five artisans dwellings in Smedley Road, 

Collyhurst, and the formation of streets and passages to them. (Manchester Guardian, 17 April 1897) 

On Sunday last, 25th. April 1897, a meeting of the passenger guards employed on the L&YR met in 

Manchester to hear their secretary give the decision of the company in regard to their movement 

for Sunday pay which has been conceded to them. Much satisfaction was expressed by all present, 

the board of directors, the general manager and superintendent being thanked for the concession. 

(Manchester Courier, 28 April 1897) 

Tender of Gates & Thomas, £17,719-3s-1d, to be accepted for widening from Hoddlesden Junction to 

Dove Lane, Darwen, including new goods yard, foundations to warehouse, etc, at Hollins. (L&YR

Minutes 28 April 1897) 

The MR announce that the sleeping saloon carriage attached to the 12.45am express from 

Manchester to Glasgow and the 10.10pm train from Glasgow (St Enoch) to Manchester will be 

discontinued. (Manchester Guardian, 29 April 1897) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for widening the line and extension of goods yard at Daisyfield, Blackburn. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 May 1897) 

At the May Horse Show at Blackburn the L&YR were awarded prizes for the tandem team; the one 

horse lurry; the neatest and best decorated horse and full set of harness without a vehicle. 

(Manchester Courier, 17 May 1897) 

The men employed in various capacities at the L&YR goods yards in Salford and Oldham Road have 

resolved to form a branch of the General Railway Workers as a preliminary to demanding an 

improvement in the wages or a reduction of hours. It is contended on their behalf that they are not 

so well off in these matters as the men similarly employed by other companies. (Manchester 

Courier, 18 May 1897) 

As a result of the football match played on Broughton Rangers ground on Wednesday, 28th. April 

1897 between teams from the staff employed at Victoria and Bolton stations on the L&YR the 

amount of £14-7s has been handed over to the Railway Servants Orphanages Fund. The committee 

beg to offer their thanks to all who in any way helped to make the affair the success it has been. 

(Manchester Courier, 18 May 1897) 

The L&YR have introduced a system of delivering passengers luggage in advance to a number of 

seaside resorts. (Middleton Guardian, 22 May 1897) 
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Tender of Tate & Gordon, £9,485-10-4d, to be accepted for widening line and extension of goods 

yard at Daisyfield. (L&YR Minutes 26 May 1897) 

On Petroleum as a Steam Engine Fuel, paper by J A F Aspinall to the Institution of Civil Engineers’ 

Conference. (Engineer, 28 May 1897, p.538) 

In three cases brought before Chadderton Police Court on Monday, 24th May 1897 the L&YR was 

summoned for allowing engines No.514 and 663 to emit black smoke at Hollinwood and engine 

No.467 at Middleton Junction. All three cases were dismissed with £5 costs to the L&YR. In the case 

of engine No.514 George Whale of the LNWR testified for the L&YR. (Middleton Guardian, 29 May 

1897) 

June 
Report of the House of Lords Committee consideration of the L&YR Bill which includes the 

purchase of the West Lancashire Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 1 June 1897) 

In the above consideration an agreement was reached upon including the clause which related to the 

removal of Eastwood station a distance of a quarter of a mile and opposed by A G Eastwood who 

claimed compensation for interference with the rights agreed by the L&YR and his father in 1842. 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 June 1897) 

Report that the L&YR have resolved this year to abandon the practise of charging a higher fare to 

Blackpool, Southport, Liverpool, etc., on Whit Sunday than on the other days of the week. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 June 1897) 

Obituary of John Ramsbottom who died, aged 83, on 20th May 1897. (Engineering, 4 June 1897) 

The L&YR announce tenders for works required in the removal of excavation for marshalling sidings 

on both sides of the railway, re-arrangement of goods yard, construction of the bridges, retaining and 

platform walls and the foundations for engine shed, etc., at Rose Grove. (Manchester Guardian, 5 

June 1897) 

Report of the amalgamation of the L&Y and West Lancashire Railways. (Railway News, 5 June 1897) 

A dispute is threatened as to the rate of wages to be paid to machine workers at the L&YR Newton 

Heath carriage works. (Engineer, 11 June 1897, p.651) 

Report of the Barmouth to Royton excursion train accident on 13th June 1897 at Welshampton on 

the Cambrian Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 14 June 1897) 

In the report of the accident at Welshampton it was stated the train was made up of Cambrian 

Railway bogie stock, with the exception of a L&Y four wheeled composite brake van. An attempt 

was made to show that this van was squeezed off the line by the heavy coaches behind it, and failing 

this, that the van was old, light, and in bad order, and ran off the rails. There does not appear to be 

any foundation for this assumption. The van was old, but it seems to have been in excellent repair, 

and quite safe, Mr Nicholson, superintendent of the L&YR, said the van was attached because there 

was only one brake (sic) sent by the Cambrian Company. The L&Y rules and the rules of the London 

and North Western Company provide that there must be a van at each end of the train, and any 

train of more than twelve coaches must have two guards on it. There were two on this train. The 

inspector at Miles Platting saw the train made up, and gave instructions that this van was to be put 

on. Mr George Hughes, assistant superintendent of carriages on the L&YR, gave evidence that the 

van in question was a third class carriage twenty nine years old, and fitted with the vacuum brake. In 

1894 the van was thoroughly overhauled and fitted with new springs. It was in good condition before 

the accident, and now the wheels were only slightly damaged. The vehicle when sent out was in 
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perfectly safe condition. The inspector reported that the track reminded him “of an old rag and bone 

shop.” (Engineer, 18 June 1897, p.623) 

When the CWS [Co-operative Wholesale Society] preserve works were officially opened on 

Wednesday, 16th June 1897 a special train carrying 600 delegates left Victoria station at 11.00am 

arriving at the Mills Hill siding shortly after. Following the inspection the party adjourned to Belle 

Vue for dinner. (Middleton Guardian, 19 June 1897) 

Report of a dispute over land in front of Nelson station between the L&YR and the local authority. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 June 1897) 

Second class fare concession for passengers to Blackpool, Southport, and Morecambe, has been 

made by the L&YR to take effect from 1st July. There will be reductions in the charges for both single 

and return second class tickets, and especially in the cases of the three places mentioned, these 

reductions will be considerable. Generally the effect of the alteration will be that, in future, the single 

second class fare will be 25 per cent over the third class fare, and the return fare about 10 per cent 

over the third class single fare doubled. (Engineering, 25 June 1897) 

In connection with the engineering trades of this district the machine question is still a matter in 

dispute at the Newton Heath works of the L&YR Company, but so far as the company is concerned, 

no serious interference with operations is being caused, and whether the Amalgamated Society of 

Engineers will carry it out to any further lengths remains to be seen. The machines in dispute are still 

being worked by the men objected to by the local branch of the ASE and the places of the men who 

are out are being filled to a large extent by non-unionists. (Engineer, 25 June 1897, p.651) 

Report of the death of William Cawkwell, L&YR traffic manager until 1858. (Railway News, 26 June 

1897) 

Tender of Holme & King, £65,843-10-11d, to be accepted for removal of excavation for marshalling 

sidings on both sides of the railway, re-arrangement of goods yard, construction of bridges, retaining 

and platform walls, foundations for engine shed, etc., and loading mound at Rose Grove. Tate & 

Gordon having made a mistake in their tender for the Daisyfield widening the contract to be awarded 

to B Lumb for £9,476-6-1d. (L&YR Minutes 30 June 1897) 

July 
The L&YR at Newton Heath seem to have been able to hold its own against the Amalgamated 

Society of Engineers; the places of all the men who have gone out on strike have been filled, and the 

company has practically declined to enter into further negotiations with the trade union 

organisation. (Engineer, 2 July 1897, p.19) 

It has not been found possible as yet to settle the dispute on the question of working machines at 

Newton Heath, which has been in progress between the L&YR and the men, who are members pf 

the Amalgamated Society of Engineers. J G Armytage. The chairman of the company, has been 

advised of the particulars of the dispute by F Entwistle, the chairman of the Manchester District of 

the Engineers’ Society. After describing the causes which led up to the dispute Mr Entwistle added in 

his letter; “We respectfully request you bring the matter under the notice of the Board of Directors, 

believing that had we been given the opportunity of negotiating with the management the present trouble 

would have been averted. And as we are yet willing to discuss the matter with those in authority with a view 

to an amicable settlement being arrived at, we hope to hear from you at your earliest convenience, 

submitting the feeling of the directors on the question”. Yesterday a further communication was 

addressed from the offices of the Society in Manchester to Mr Aspinall, the superintendent engineer 

of the company’s works at Horwich. It was as follows; Dear Sir, A meeting of the skilled engineers 

employed at your company’s works at Horwich was held on Wednesday, 30th June 1897 to consider the 

present pending dispute at Newton Heath. A very unanimous opinion was expressed that your Newton 
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Heath employees had been unfairly treated, but, at the same time, our Executive are anxious to prevent any 

extension of the dispute, and think the only means in our power to settle the conflict is to suggest to you the 

propriety of meeting our officials and discussing the question at issue. While our members at Horwich have 

decided to ask out Councils sanction to cease work, that body have instructed us to say that they are 

withholding their consent until you reply to this request. We shall be glad to wait upon you at your command 

and convenience, and remain, sir, your obedient servants, John Whittaker, delegate for Manchester. F H 

Rouse, delegate for Horwich”. It is hoped that, on receipt of this letter today, arrangements will be 

made for an amicable discussion on the matter in dispute. (Manchester Guardian, 6 July 1897) 

A deputation representing Middleton Council and manufacturers of Middleton and Rhodes met the 

L&YR directors on Wednesday, 14th July 1897 regarding a railway through Blackley and Rhodes. The 

L&YR chairman suggested that the deputation get a plan made of the route and then the directors 

would carefully consider the matter. (Middleton Guardian, 17 July 1897) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a connecting line at Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 24 

July 1897) 

Report of the death of Alfred Ormerod, late manager of the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire 

Railway. He commenced work with the East Lancashire Railway in 1847, he was appointed chief of 

the audit office 1856 when he became goods manager. When it was amalgamated with the L&YR he 

remained as goods manager of the Lancashire section until the retirement of J T Fisher, who he 

succeeded as L&YR goods manager. He remained with the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire 

Railway from 1868 until his retirement in 1886. (Railway News,24 July 1897) 

August 
Standard details of L&YR locomotives. (Railway Engineer, 8-1897) 

Directors report for the L&YR meeting on 11th August 1897. (Manchester Guardian, 4 August 1897) 

Report of an accident at Burnley Bank Top on 20th April 1897. (Engineering, 6 August 1897) 

Directors report for the L&YR meeting on 11th August 1897. (Railway News, 7 August 1897) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £30,866-13-7d, to be accepted for construction of connecting line at Bury; also 

that of L Marr & Son, £1,825-8s-0d, for filling in the arches between Athol Street and Boundary 

Street, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes 11 August 1897) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th August 1897. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 August 1897) 

The coal bill for the L&YR locomotive department for the half year ending 30th June 1897 was 

£80,830 and for the same period in 1896, £75,523. (Engineering, 13 August 1897) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th August 1897. (Railway News, 14 

August 1897) 

September 
Standard details of L&YR locomotives. (Railway Engineer, 9-1897) 

Operations in connection with the new loop line which is being constructed by the L&YR at Bury 

have been commenced and are being pushed forward with all possible despatch. The company are 

providing the loop line with the object of facilitating the passage of Ship Canal traffic from the 

Yorkshire district. The line will pass from the vicinity of Openshaw Fold to the south of the town on 

the East Lancashire line, and will cross beneath the Manchester Road and join the L&Y line at a point 

just beyond Heywood Street. The length of the line will probably be about a mile, and it will have 
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the advantage of cutting off the necessity of passing through Knowsley Street station at Bury, and 

giving direct communication between the two lines. At present the two lines are connected only by 

a short loop which connects the Knowsley Street station with the Bolton Street station and which is 

used for a few passenger trains, but for the most part for goods transit purposes and pilot work. 

Already the railway company’s men have commenced the demolition of a number of houses which 

have been acquired at Buckley Wells and in Manchester Road in the line of the railway. It is intended 

to construct a massive bridge or tunnel beneath Manchester Road. The line will also entail the 

erection of two or three other bridges and the widening of the existing bridge over the L&Y main 

lines in Market Street. (Manchester Courier, 9 September 1897) 

October 
Such was the interest in the funeral of Thomas Fielden, MP, for Middleton that the Yorkshire 

express is to be stopped at Middleton Junction station on Saturday, 9th October 1897) (Middleton 

Guardian, 9 October 1897) 

Report of the death of Thomas Fielden, L&YR director and MP for Middleton. He was succeeded on 

the Board by Edward Brocklebank Fielden. (Railway News, 9 October 1987) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of workshops, offices, etc., for the Permanent Way 

Department at Moses Gate. (Manchester Guardian, 19 October 1897) 

Report of the last meeting of the West Lancashire Railway held on Tuesday, 19th October 1897. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 October 1897) 

Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund. (Railway News, 23 October 1897) 

November 
An accident of an extra-ordinary character took place last night, 1st November 1897, at Victoria 

station, Manchester, on the L&YR. A shunter, named Crossley, was engaged a few minutes before 

six o’clock in his nightly occupation of bringing carriages down from Newtown sidings, about three 

quarters of a mile from the station, to form the 6.27pm passenger train to Oldham. There were nine 

carriages standing in the sidings, and Crossley was taking out from amongst them the seven carriages 

that were needed to form the Oldham train. In the course of his work he left two carriages standing 

on what is known as No.3 road, which runs into No.3 platform at the station, and returned to the 

siding to bring out some more carriages. The first of the two carriages was one that consisted half of 

van and half of two compartments for second class passengers, the second was a composite carriage 

of four compartments. Crossley states that the brake of the van was put hard on, a precaution 

which is absolutely necessary, as the two carriages were left standing at the top of a steep incline 

leading into the station, of which the gradient is 1 in 50. Two boys, named Bateson and Antrobus, 

train bookers from the cabins at Newtown, who had finished their work for the day, had got into 

the van for the purpose of riding to the station instead of walking home, and they were the only 

occupants of the two carriages.  

Very much to his surprise and consternation, Crossley found on returning to No.3 road with some 

more carriages that the two carriages he had left there had disappeared. The brakes, it appears, had 

either not been applied or they had failed to act, and the pointsman, having set his signals and points 

to make a clear road, the two carriages had come down the line at a great speed, and ultimately 

went crashing into No.3 platform, that from which the Ashton and Middleton trains are despatched. 

The first carriage pushed the buffer stop down, mounted the platform, tearing away in its progress 

some of the flagging, and its progress was not arrested until it had crashed right through and 

completely demolished the inspectors’ office, a wooden building with a glass roof, adjoining a dingy 

room that is, by courtesy, called a waiting room. The inspectors’ office, it turned out, was happily 

unoccupied at the time, but the staff of the carriage department, which were promptly ordered to 

the scene by Mr Sedgwick, the station master, discovered that in other directions the injury to life 
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and limb had been serious. One person was killed near the inspectors’ office and several other 

seriously injured. The two boys inside the van escaped without injury but were severely shocked. 

(Manchester Guardian, 2 November 1897) 

The cause of the accident at Victoria station is now found beyond all doubt to have been solely due 

to the lad Bateson releasing the brake in the guards’ van. The lad has admitted that when he felt the 

engine back up to the carriages he thought that it would, as usual, be coupled on to the whole of 

them, and not to the first six, as was the case. Thinking this, he released the brake in order that the 

engine might take them into the station, and in spite of the fact that the carriages were running 

down the incline at a tremendous rate both boys never dreamed that the engine was not behind 

them, but thought that it was all right and that the engine would pull up before they reached the 

station. Before they had time to realise their danger the carriages struck the buffer stops and they 

were flung to the other and of the van. A second person has died of injuries sustained. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 November 1897) 

An alarming accident occurred soon after 6.00pm on Monday, 1st November 1897 at Victoria 

station, Manchester. A number of carriages, which formed a portion of a train which was standing 

about three quarters of a mile outside the station, broke away, and running down the gradient into 

the station jumped the buffers and crashed through the inspectors’ office, killing one passenger 

outright and injuring six others. The train to which the coaches belonged had been standing on No.3 

way, and an engine backed down to it and taken off six of the coaches into the siding. The driver 

then returned for the remaining three, and was surprised to find them gone. They had in the 

meantime run down the line, gradually gaining momentum, and as the points and signals were set for 

the expected train, nothing prevented them from dashing into the station. They came in almost 

unseen, and reached the end of the platform before any warning could be given. The end carriage 

was a composite one, including a guard’s van, and this tore away the buffers and carried them across 

the platform through the tickets collectors’ office and out onto the station approach. A second 

carriage jumped the platform, and it was under one of the wheels of this vehicle that the body of a 

working man named William Butterworth, of Hollinwood, was found […]. The station was fairly 

busy at the time, and, seeing that many passengers enter past the spot where the carriages cut 

through the platform, it is remarkable that no one else was killed. There were, however, six persons 

more or less injured. The boys had wonderfully narrow escapes, as they were in the guard’s van 

when the carriages ran away. The two lads are employed by the company as train bookers, and were 

waiting in the train for a ride to the station. (Engineer, 5 November 1897, p.449) 

The first smoking concert of the coming winter series in connection with the Superintendents 

Department of the L&YR was held in Manchester on Friday evening, 29th October 1897 […]. 

Advantage was taken of the opportunity by the clerks of the superintendents department to present 

Mr Nicholson with a handsome silver epergne (a table centrepiece for fruits, etc.) as a mark of 

esteem, on the occasion of his silver wedding. (Railway News, 6 November 1897) 

Report on the accident at Victoria station on 1st November 1897. (Manchester Courier, 11 

November 1987) 

It is understood that the L&YR have brought down the hours at 68 signal cabins to ten per day and 

at 41 to eight per day. The hours of goods guards have been reduced from sixty three to sixty a 

week but this is rather an increase in wages than necessarily a reduction in the hours as the first 

effect is that overtime now will be reckoned from the lower limit, though the increased rate paid for 

overtime no doubt acts as an inducement to the company to keep the hours down. (Engineer, 12 

November 1897, p.482) 

Report of an accident at Rimington on 9th September 1897. Following the accident at Norton 

Fitzwarren (GWR) on 10th November 1890 the L&YR supplied a “tablet” to each signal cabin which 
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had to be placed by the signalman on the handle of the home signal lever affected before shunting a 

train across to the wrong line. (Engineering, 12 November 1897) 

Report of a local meeting held to urge the L&YR to extend the Clayton West branch to Darton. 

(Engineering, 19 November 1897) 

December 
Board of Trade report on the accident at Victoria station on 1st November 1897. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 December 1897) 

Report of three (sic) carriages running away from Newtown sidings on 1st November 1897 into 

platform three at Victoria station. Report of an accident at Ellesmere Siding, Walkden on 22nd

October 1897. (Engineering, 17 December 1897) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new passenger station, footbridge, and extension of 

goods yard at Hoghton. (Manchester Guardian, 31 December 1897) 
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1898 
January 

The L&YR have deposited a bill for power to extend Oldham Road goods yard, Manchester. It will 

entail the demolition of a good deal of cottage property. (Middleton Guardian, 1 January 1898) 

Early in the New Year the L&YR intend to erect extensive works at Moses Gate from which 

breakdown gangs will be despatched throughout the Bolton district. A staff of nearly 200 

blacksmiths, mechanics, fitters and other workmen will be employed at the new works. (Manchester 

Courier, 1 January 1898) 

Lieu.-Col. Addison’s report on the accident which occurred at Penistone on the GCR on the 10th

October 1897 has just come to hand [...]. On the arrival of the 5.00pm express from London the 

engine and four vehicles were detached and moved ahead on the down line to allow a through 

carriage for Bradford, via Huddersfield, being transferred to the L&YR Company’s down platform.  

The through carriage was, by a misunderstanding, uncoupled too soon,  and it ran back on a falling 

gradient about 200 yards, where it came into collision with engine No.10, belonging to the L&Y 

Company, which was approaching to take it away. The responsibility for the mishap clearly rests 

with the porter who uncoupled the coach, but Lieu. Col. Addison does not consider that any 

deliberate want of care was shown, or, therefore, that his fault was a very grave one. The accident 

should, however, be a warning to all concerned of the danger of deviating in the slightest degree 

from the authorised mode of working. He adds that when the automatic vacuum brake apparatus on 

the carriage was examined after the accident, a leaking was found in the diaphragm, and if the 

cylinder had not leaked off very rapidly the porter’s action would probably have not led to any bad 

results. At the same time it is a well understood rule that the automatic brake must not be alone 

relied on to hold a detached vehicle on a falling gradient during shunting operations. (Engineer, 7 

January 1898, p.11) 

A revised scale of second class fares came into operation on 1st January 1898 on the L&YR. In some 

cases substantial reduction has been made and generally the second class fare for short distances will 

be 1d or 1½d more than the third class return, while for distances of 60 miles or so it will only be 

6d or 8d more than the third class fare. (Engineering, 7 January 1898) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 8 January 1898) 

The signalmen on the L&YR are moving, in conformity with the recommendation of Sir Courtney 

Boyle, that the applications for improved conditions of service and for interviews with the directors 

should be made, not generally, but by grades to their respective companies. A meeting of the men’s 

delegates, representing 1,197 signalmen, was held on the 2nd  of January 1898, at which a resolution 

was passed asking for an interview with the board of directors. A reply has been received from the 

general manager, J H Stafford, agreeing to an interview with him, but demurring to an interview 

simultaneously with other grades of the service. (Railway News, 15 January 1898) 

Manchester City Surveyor has prepared an explanatory report upon the plans submitted by the 

L&YR relating to the Bill being promoted in Parliament. With regard to:  

(a) land between Oldham Road and Rochdale Road from the existing goods station to Thompson; it 

is proposed to acquire the land for the extension of the goods station. The area of land to be 

acquired, exclusive of public streets is about 18,800 superficial yards. This includes an area of about 

4,530 superficial yards which the Corporation have already obtained Parliamentary power to 

purchase in connection with the Rochdale Road improvement. It is also proposed to absorb the 

following streets, or parts of, streets, having a total area of about 10,850 superficial yards :- Lees 

Street, Pump Street, Foundry Street, Mason Street, Cheetham Street, Back Thompson Street, Back 
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Foundry Street, Back Holgate Street, and Andrew’s Court. If the goods station is extended as far as 

Thompson Street, the length of Rochdale Road cut off from Oldham Road, will be 520 yards. 

(b) lands in north Manchester; the Company propose to acquire an area of about 35,000 superficial 

yards of land abutting upon North Street, to the north of the railway from Manchester to Radcliffe 

on the north and east of Cheetham Street, and extending to the existing footbridge. The proposed 

road from Rochdale Road to Stock House (Cheetham) will pass across the north easterly portion of 

land proposed to be acquired by the company. (Manchester Guardian, 21 January 1898) 

The first annual dinner in connection with the Manchester District of the L&YR Stationmasters’ 

Mutual Association was held at the Assize Courts Hotel, Strangeways, Mr Wood, assistant station 

master at Victoria station presiding. Toasts were taken. The banquet was sumptuous and there was 

great joy amongst the station masters. Mr Hilton, secretary of the association, read a letter from C 

H Nicholson, passenger superintendent, regretting his inability to attend; also on account of the 

financial condition of the society which proves it flourishing. There was entertainment and the 

evening passed most pleasantly. (Manchester Courier, 22 January 1898) 

Tender of Tate & Gordon, £5,511-10-2d, to be accepted for passenger station and extension of goods 

yard at Hoghton. 

February 
Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 9th February 1898. The engineer 

reported  that the extension of the goods yard and provision of marshalling sidings at Lockwood 

have been completed and in use. Of the extension of the carriage works at Newton Heath the 

building containing workrooms and offices is complete and partly occupied; the roofing in of the 

large shed is almost complete. The permanent way on the Ship Canal branch is being laid. About 

three quarters of the widening between Deal Street and Windsor Bridge has been completed, the 

goods yard and the provision of carriage sidings at Daisyfield and the widening between Darwen and 

Hollins sidings and the new goods yard at Hollins. (Manchester Guardian, 2 February 1898) 

Report of the death of Sydney Howman-Meek. Born 23rd May 1854 he was the son of Sturges Meek, 

the L&YR engineer. From 1877 to 1881 he was chief assistant in the L&YR permanent way 

department and from 1881 to 1886 he was with the LNWR. (Engineer, 4 February 1898, p.118) 

L&YR report and accounts. The engineer reported that the extension of the Newton Heath carriage 

works and the extension of the goods yard and provision of marshalling sidings at Lockwood had 

been completed.  (Railway News, 5 February 1898) 

Another section of the employees of the L&YR are making an effort to bring about different 

conditions of service, the proposals, which emanate from the Carriage and Wagon and brake 

examiners, brake gang, attendants greasers, carriage washers, and oil and gas men, and which were 

submitted yesterday afternoon, Monday, 7th February, 1898, are as follows; 

Hours; Eight hours shall constitute a day’s work, each day to stand by itself. All overtime worked on 

week days to be paid for at a rate of time and a quarter. 

Guaranteed Week; All permanent men be guaranteed a week’s pay, and six days constitute a week’s 

work. 

Sunday Duty; To be paid for at the rate of time and a half, from midnight Saturday to midnight 

Sunday and to be paid for independent of the ordinary weeks work. 

Uniform be supplied to all above grades annually. Top coat and leggings be supplied every two years. 

Night duty worked oftener than alternate weeks be paid at the rate of time and a quarter. 
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Higher Grade Duty; All men doing duty in a higher grade to be paid the higher grade rate of wages. 

Carriage and Wagon lifters’ hours, etc., same as examiners. 

Wages; Carriage and Wagon and Brake Examiners wages to commence at 30s per week, and rise 1s 

per week annually until 35s per week is attained.  

The wages of men employed in brake gang to commence at 24s rising 1s per week annually to 28s per 

week. 

Oil-Gas men’s wages to commence at 23s per week rising 1s per week annually to 26s. 

Adult Greasers’ wages to commence at 26s per week and rise 1s per week annually to 28s. 

Lad Cleaners; No lad be engaged as greaser under 16 years of age, and that the minimum wage be 

17s per week, rising 1s per week to 22s. 

Carriage Washers and Cleaners. Wages to commence at 23s per week and rise 1s per week 

annually to 26s per week. 

Chargemen to commence at 27s per week, and to rise 1s per week to 30s. 

Carriage Lifters wages to commence at 28s per week rising 1s annually to 30s. Wagon lifters wages 

to commence at 24s per week rising 1s per week annually to 28s. 

Time and a quarter to be paid for all overtime, and time and a half for all Sunday work, calculated 

from 12 o’clock midnight Saturday until 12 o’clock midnight Sunday. 

All lifters to be paid examiners’ rate of wages when out of shops examining. All the above men to be 

paid 2s 6d per night when lodging away from home. If any man on any day commence work, he be 

paid a day’s pay. Men sent out working during the day to be paid expenses. 

Gas Makers and Gas Makers Assistants; Eight hours to constitute a day’s work, and 48 hours to 

constitute a week’s work. Time and a quarter to be paid for all overtime, and time and a half for 

Sunday work. Sunday work to commence from 12 o’clock midnight Saturday until 12 o’clock 

midnight Sunday. Gas makers to receive 30s per week. Gas makers’ assistants to receive 25s per 

week. 

Holidays; The six days’ leave of absence, with pay, be granted to all the foregoing grades, 

commencing with examiners, with passes for themselves, wife and children. 

The deputation, representing the employees above mentioned, met Mr Aspinall, the chief 

locomotive superintendent, at the Carriage and Wagon Department, Newton Heath, yesterday 

afternoon, Monday, 7th February 1898. It was headed by Mr Phipps, of Wigan, and the various 

sections at Wigan, Salford, Normanton, Wakefield and Goole, were represented. The wishes of the 

men were fully explained, and the proposals will be fully considered by the company. (Manchester 

Courier, 9 February 1898) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th February 1989. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 February 1898) 

The Friction of Locomotive Slide Valves, paper by J A F Aspinall to the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

(Engineering, 11 February 1898; Engineer, 25 February 1898) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th February 1898. (Railway News, 12 

February 1898) 
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Report of an inquiry into a new street from Long Millgate and Ashley Lane to Charter Street, 

Manchester, parallel to the L&YR and which, as originally planned, would interfere with the widening 

of the railway on the south side. The Corporation concurred with the L&YR plans and altered the 

line of the street. (Manchester Guardian, 16 February 1898) 

The Cattle in Transit Committee, appointed by the Board of Trade, which met in London on 16th

February 1898 heard that as to complaints of the treatment of cattle at Windsor Bridge station, 

Salford, the owners, or their employees, loaded and unloaded the cattle and the L&YR Company 

was not therefore responsible. (Manchester Guardian, 17 February 1898) 

We understand that an absolutely definite decision by the directors of the L&YR with regard to the 

proposals of various sections of the workmen for an alteration in the wage list, and for different 

conditions of service has not yet been arrived at. The matter has, however, received full 

consideration, but before any result is made known the probability is that some matters will be 

further discussed with the representatives of the employees.(Manchester Courier, 25 February 

1898) 

The Friction of Locomotive Slide Valves, paper by J A F Aspinall to the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

(Engineer, 25 February 1898, p.193) 

The coal bill for the L&YR locomotive department for the half year ending 31st December 1897 was 

£85,424 and for the same period in 1896, £83,516. (Engineering, 25 February 1898) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a warehouse at North Docks goods yard, Liverpool. 

(Manchester Guardian, 25 February 1898) 

March 
At a dinner attended by about 60 members of the Victoria station staff presentations were made to 

Mr Thomas Wood on his appointment to the position of station master at Exchange station, 

Liverpool […]. Immediately after the dinner, the chair was taken by Mr J H Sedgwick, Victoria 

station master, who spoke in very high terms of the qualities and abilities of Mr Wood […]. Several 

presentations were made to which Mr Wood suitably responded […]. Toasts were given including 

one from Mr S Leighton, station superintendent at Perth, who was a former assistant station master 

at Victoria. (Manchester Courier, 1 March 1898) 

We are informed that it is the intention of the L&YR to open their new branch line to the Ship 

Canal for merchandise traffic on Monday, 28th March 1898. The work has been in progress since 

November 1895, and it is all but complete today. Access to the Ship Canal is very awkward for the 

L&YR, from Victoria station the company has sent its engines and wagons to Clifton Junction, thence 

the journey has been continued on a branch goods line, 2½ miles in extent, to Patricroft, where the 

LNW system is reached. On the branch line of that company from Patricroft to the docks the L&Y 

Company’s portion of the traffic has hitherto been conveyed. The new line is for the most part 

carried underground by means of a series of tunnels. In its beginning it runs between retaining walls 

as far as Liverpool Street. Then under that street there is a tunnel 473 yards long, passing under the 

main line of the LNWR and Regent Road, and ending at a point near Dorrington Street. A short 

open length between retaining  walls is next constructed, and then there is another tunnel from 

Martha Street to Robert Hall Street, 291 yards long. Continuing, there is an arching of the streets 

between Robert Hall Street and West Park Street, with retaining walls between. A third tunnel of 

172 yards carries the line to Hulton Street. From that point the line ascends and reaches a level at 

the rear of the large seven storey warehouse on the north side of No.8 dock. This is a distance, 

from start to finish, of something over a mile […].  

On the whole length of the line there were buildings, chiefly shops and dwelling houses, which had 

to be demolished. To make things as comfortable as possible for those who thus lost their houses, 
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the company built new houses and shops on a plot of land in one of the best parts of the borough. 

These  were immediately tenanted by the people who had been displaced. The tunnelling 

throughout, it should be stated, is faced with blue Staffordshire bricks. The height of the tunnels is 

from 17 feet to 23 feet, and the depth of the line below the surface varies from 35 feet to 45 feet. 

Some of the walls are 7 feet and others as much as 12 feet thick. One of the most delicate pieces of 

work accomplished was the making of the tunnel between the LNWR and Regent Road. The large 

gas holders and the mains leading from them along West Egerton Street had to be carefully passed. 

The also a tunnel had to be made under the North Western line, which itself passes under West 

Egerton Street by means of a  bridge. This was the most anxious task of all, for above all other things 

it was necessary not to interfere with the North Western traffic. That the enterprise has been so 

successfully carried out is due to the skill of W B Worthington, the chief engineer of the company, 

and L Franklin, who acted as resident engineer. Thomas Wrigley, of Middleton Junction, is the 

contractor, and he has had, on average, about 500 men employed on the works. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 March 1898) 

The firemen and drivers of the L&YR have, it is stated, received an intimation of the decision of the 

company to grant the drivers seven days’ holiday a year, and the firemen three days’ holiday. It is 

also stated that the firemen will receive, according to merit, an advance in wages of six pence per 

day. (Engineer, 11 March 1898, p.233; Railway News, 12 March 1898) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new warehouse, porters room, etc., at Hollins, Darwen.

(Manchester Guardian, 14 March 1898) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the passenger station, including construction of a 

subway; also the erection and completion of a new goods shed, etc., at Whalley. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 March 1898) 

The goods guards and pilot shunters employed on the L&YR have been informed, in reply to their 

application made early in the year, that the following concessions have been granted :- “All differences 

in work existing between goods guards and pilot shunters are to be done away with, the term pilot shunters 

is to be abolished, all men of this grade to be dealt with and graded as goods guards. The following scale is 

in future to apply to goods guards, and no increase to be made except in accordance with this scale. First 

year 23s, and rise 1s per week annually to 28s for the sixth and seventh year; eighth year 29s, ninth, tenth, 

and eleventh year 30s, twelfth year 32s 6d, if conduct is satisfactory. Any case in which a man in the old 

grade of pilot shunter has been employed at the normal rate of 2?s for more than two years will under the 

new scale be employed at the commencing rate of 27s. In the case of less than two years but more than one 

year’s service at present rate the advance will be 1s per week. It is, however, clearly to be understood that 

the time worked by any guard put back to a reduced position at the end of the winter season is not to count 

towards the next advance in the higher grade. Sunday duty is to be paid as follows :- If a guard starts duty on 

Saturday and finished work at or before 6.00am Sunday, such time to be paid at ordinary time, and form 

part of the week’s work, but if extended beyond 6.00am to reckoned as Sunday time. If a guard starts at 

any time on Sunday between midnight on Saturday and midnight on Sunday and finished at or before 

6.00am on Monday, such time to be reckoned as Sunday time, and paid for at the rate of time and a half, 

separate from and in addition to the ordinary or guaranteed week. Holidays are to be extended to six days 

instead of five as at present. – Christmas Day and Good Friday when not forming part of the six days – but 

in case of any man working sixty hours in five days in either Christmas or Good Friday week such men to be 

allowed a day off afterwards without stopping of pay. Other requests made by the goods guards in the 

memorial were not complied with.” 

The men employed in the locomotive department of this railway complained that only very 

unimportant concessions had been granted. The requests of the cleaners have, it is stated, been 

altogether passed over. The future steps to be taken will be considered at forthcoming meetings in 
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connection with the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants, of which A Mear, of Newton Heath, 

is the local organising secretary. (Manchester Guardian, 15 March 1898) 

A further concession to their servants is announced on the part of the L&YR. The following new 

conditions have been granted for the signalmen, in reply to proposals submitted to the directors 

through their committee:- The hours of duty to be reduced from ten to eight per day in ninety five 

cabins, and from twelve to ten per day in thirty five cabins. To increase the wages at fifty eight hours 

cabins affecting 171 men; at twelve ten hour cabins affecting 30 men; at three twelve hour cabins 

affecting 6 men; 1s per week for the most part, and 2s in a few exceptional cases. An additional day’s 

holiday is also conceded, so that for the future each man will have six day’s holiday instead of five, as 

hitherto. Those men whose cabins are closed on Christmas Day or Good Friday will be allowed 

those days off, and not have to perform platform duties as formerly. Those days off will, however, be 

counted as part of the six day’s holiday. The alterations to the higher wages came into force on 4th

March 1898. The reduction in hours will be carried out when a sufficient number of signalmen have 

been trained for the purpose. (Manchester Guardian, 19 March 1898) 

The branch line of the L&YR connecting the system of the company with the Ship Canal docks at 

Salford was opened for merchandise traffic yesterday Monday, 28th March 1989 […]. Some two 

hundred wagons a day have been filled at the docks and carried on the LNW branch line to Weaste 

and Patricroft to Clifton Junction […]. The proceedings yesterday were not very formal, an engine 

and a saloon left Windsor Bridge about half past eleven in the morning and proceeded on the new 

line to the Salford docks. The engine stopped short of the junction with the dock line of the Ship 

Canal Company whereupon an engine and saloon of the dock company approached and gently 

kissed the L&Y engine. The dignitaries greeted each other. Each engine exploded twenty one fog 

signals succeeded by blowing of the engines whistles accompanied by the siren of the Clan Forbes, a 

big Bombay liner. With this little ceremony the junction of the lines was opened. Then the two 

engines steamed away, in order that the first direct exchange of traffic might take place. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 March 1898) 

Tender of E Taylor, £2,882-17-7d, to be accepted for new warehouse, porter’s room, etc., at Hollins, 

Darwen; also that of B Lamb, £7,037-03-11d, for extension of passenger station, subway, and erection 

and completion of new goods shed at Whalley; also that of De Bergue & Co. £1,476-3-4d, for 

strengthening Chapel Street bridge, Salford; also that of L Marr, amended £18,161-17-1d, for 

warehouse in Regent Road, Liverpool, for the Co-operative Wholesale Society. Platforms for 

passenger station on the Ship Canal branch have been put in by the contractor. (L&YR Minutes 30 

March 1898) 

Report of the House of Commons Committee in reference to the L&YR Bill hearing on 30th March 

1898 concerning the Manchester Corporation opposition to the works envisaged by the extension 

of Oldham Road goods station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 31 March 1898) 

April 
Report of the decision of the House of Commons Committee regarding the L&YR Bill. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 April 1898) 

Manchester City Council report that it had been agreed that Thompson Street be widened to 60 

feet and Rochdale Road to 75 feet to take place at the expense of the L&YR. (Middleton Guardian, 9 

April 1898) 

Tender of Tate & Gordon, £1,267-15-9d, to be accepted for bridge over, and subway under, the 

railway at Jubilee, Shaw. (L&YR Minutes 13 April 1898) 

Report of the death of the contractor, William Dransfield, who did much work for the L&YR. 

(Engineer, 15 April 1898)  
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On Thursday, 7th April 1898 an engine was derailed at Middleton Junction whilst travelling to Incline 

Sidings where a number of carriages are stored for special occasions. (Middleton Guardian, 16 April 

1898) 

Fish traffic carried over the Preston and Wyre line:-  

1884,   1,795 tons;  
1894,   8,073 tons;  
1895,   9,338 tons;  
1896, 13,544 tons;  
1897, 15,130 tons.  

(Railway News, 16 April 1898) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £2,409-19-6d, to be accepted for retaining walls and rebuilding of gables to 

Messrs Dempster’s works, Miles Platting. (L&YR Minutes 27 April 1898) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new engine shed, offices, coal stage, engine turntable 

foundations, pits, etc., at Rose Grove; for the reconstruction of Taylor Street bridge and construction 

of bridge for signal cabin, etc., at Wardleworth. (Manchester Guardian, 7 May 1898) 

The Manchester Dock Railway System […]. At the point where the L&Y and the dock railways 

meet a large signal cabin has been built, and a long passenger platform is being made. The immediate 

purpose for this platform is, no doubt, to accommodate the race course excursion traffic, but it may 

be taken for granted that the company has also in view the future development of passenger traffic 

between the city and the docks. For such traffic the new station will be excellently situated, close to 

the Customs House, the Mercantile Marine Office, and the principal dock basins, and within a few 

minutes’ walk of the dock offices. (Manchester Guardian, 18 May 1898) 

The projected improvements at Fleetwood to be effected by the L&YR, in connection with the 

LNWR, will involve some very heavy dredging work. This will be accomplished by a powerful sand 

pump built by Messrs Fleming and Ferguson, Paisley, and fitted with centrifugal pumping engines by 

Messrs J & H Gwynne. The dredger will be 211 feet long, 38 feet broad by 16 feet 3 inches deep, and 

will be able to lift 1,500 tons of material per hour from a depth of 40 feet. (Engineering, 20 May 

1898) 

Tender of C P Senior & Co. £2,478, to be accepted for reconstruction of Taylor Street bridge, and 

construction of bridge for signal cabin at Wardleworth; also their tender, £1,141-9s-4d, for widening 

No.6 platform, Victoria station, Manchester. (L&YR Minutes 25 May 1898) 

June 
About 8.55pm on Thursday, 2nd June 1898 a L&YR special passenger train from Blackpool to 

Beswick, (No.2), was standing at a danger signal, 200 yards north of Leyland station, when a second 

excursion train from Morecambe to Radcliffe, No.14), ran into the rear of the standing train killing 

two passengers and injuring many more. (Manchester Guardian, 4 June 1898) 

The branch line of the L&YR Company, to the Manchester Ship Canal, which has for some time been 

under construction for effecting a direct exchange of traffic between the docks and the railway 

system is now in use. This branch line has been driven through the heart of Salford by means of 

tunnels, and cuttings, the works of which have occupied two and half years. It is expected that a 

considerable amount of traffic will pass over this railway, and great benefit is anticipated from the 

new line.(Engineer, 10 June 1898, p.548) 
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Report of the accident at Leyland on Thursday, 2nd June 1898. (Middleton Guardian, 11 June 1898) 

On 18th June it was reported that the driver was committed for trial and later sentenced to one 

month.  

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of an additional floor and the widening of the stage at 

the grain warehouse, Chorley. (Manchester Guardian, 11 June 1898) 

H Bartram, assistant veterinary to the MR, has just been appointed, out of 600 candidates, horse 

superintendent to the L&YR. (Railway News, 25 June 1898) 

Tender of R Baxendale & Sons, £3,489-6-7d, to be accepted for additional floor and widening of 

stage at the grain warehouse, Chorley. (L&YR Minutes 29 June 1898) 

July 
The L&YR invite tenders for the works required in the excavation and ballasting for new sidings, 

construction of bridge and retaining walls, and erection of new engine shed at Accrington. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1898) 

Tender of Holme & King, £38,840-13-5d, to be accepted for excavation and ballasting for sidings, 

construction of bridge and retaining walls, and new engine shed at Accrington; also that of Tate & 

Gordon, £1,708-14-10d, for reconstruction of Warrington Road bridge, Pemberton. (L&YR Minutes 27 

July 1898) 

With a view to developing further the service between England and the North of Ireland, which had 

gained considerable popularity, the L&Y and LNW Joint Railway Companies decided in 1891, to 

replace their fleet of paddle steamers by new twin-screw vessels. These ships were to be of the 

highest class of their kind, and to resemble, as far as possible, in miniature our great Atlantic liners. 

Accordingly the Duke of Clarence was constructed by Messrs Laird Bros. and put on the service in 

the following year. She met with such success that two other similar vessels were shortly added, the 

Duke of York, built by Messrs Denny Bros. in 1894, and the Duke of Lancaster, constructed by the 

Naval Construction and Armaments Company Ltd in 1895. These three vessels are approximately of 

the same displacement, and dimensions, namely, 320ft long and 1,500 tons gross tonnage more or 

less. The Duke of Clarence is 36ft beam, or 1ft less than either of the others. The speed of all three is, 

at natural draught, 17 knots, and at forced draught 18½ knots. During the construction of these 

vessels the paddle steamers were sold out of service. A fourth vessel, the Duke of Cornwall, has just 

been added to the fleet. She has been built by Messrs Vickers, Sons and Maxim, Ltd, and is an 

advance both in size and speed over former vessels, but very closely resembles the Duke of 

Lancaster, built by the Barrow firm before its conversion. The length of the Duke of Cornwall overall 

is 325ft 6ins her beam 37ft, the moulded depth to main deck 17ft 6ins, and to promenade deck 25ft 

6ins. Her draught is 12ft 8ins. The gross tonnage is 1,540 tons, and the net registered tonnage 414½ 

tons. She has saloon accommodation for 412 passengers, and steerage accommodation for 388, and 

can carry 250 tons dead weight of cargo. (Description of the machinery follows) (Engineer, 29 July 

1898, p.114/5) 

August 
Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 10th August 1898. The engineer 

reported that Talbot Road station, Blackpool and the extension of the Newton Heath carriage 

works are completed. (Railway News, 6 August 1898) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th August 1898. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 August 1898) 

Praise for the L&YR Horwich works in the “American Engineer”. (Engineer, 12 August 1898, p.155) 
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The Leeds Association of Engineers visited Horwich works on 3rd August 1898. (Engineering, 12 

August 1898) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th August 1898. (Railway News, 13 

August 1898) 

September 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a connecting line at Whitehouse Junction, Preston. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 September 1898) 

Report of the accident at Leyland on 2nd June 1898. (Engineering, 16 September 1898) 

Report of an accident at Hipperholme when the crank of the engine of the 9.35am Bradford to 

Manchester train broke. (Engineer, 16 September 1898, p.279) Correction; it was the outside rod 

not the crank which broke. (Engineer, 23 September 1898, p.304) 

Letter; Sir, I have today written to the chairman of the L&YR the following letter re prevention of 

accidents on open platforms (at Victoria station):- Dear Sir, I beg to draw your attention (as 

chairman of the L&YR) to the state of No.1 platform. This platform is open to the public from the 

street – Cheetham Hill Road end – and unless you have someone on charge of same a great risk is 

of having some accident at some time or other, as children are often to be seen loitering about on 

the platform. Today in point I found two children not above five or six years of age sitting over the 

platform edge quite innocently and unaware of any danger. As a company I should say, great 

responsibility stands against you having the platform fenced off for 30 or 40 yards at the extreme 

end – I mean next the exit landing to Cheetham Hill Road. A Contractor. (Manchester Courier, 20 

September 1898) 

Tender of T Wrigley to be accepted for station building, footbridge, etc., on the Ship Canal line, 

provided he will reduce it to £1,587-0-6d, the figure of the lowest tender received. The extension of 

the brass foundry at Horwich had been carried out at cost of £1,694-13-11d. Tender of Preston & 

Hirst, £1,058-12-11d,to be accepted for retaining walls, etc., at Ince Hall viaduct, near Pemberton. 

(L&YR Minutes 29 September 1898) 

October 
Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund. (Railway News, 15 October 1898) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a new warehouse, offices, etc., at Mirfield. (Manchester 

Guardian, 15 October 1898) 

Tender of J Strachan, £9,712-13-2d, accepted for connecting line at Whitehouse Junction, Preston. T 

Wrigley has agreed to reduce his price for work on the Ship Canal line to £1,584-7-5d. Errors having 

been found in Preston & Hirst’s Ince Hall tender, the work has been let to Tate & Gordon for £1,113-

19-6d. (L&YR Minutes 26 October 1898) 

November 
The L&Y and LNW Joint Railways invite tenders for the construction and completion of a connecting 

line at Poulton. (Manchester Guardian, 5 November 1898) 

Manchester Victoria station – 8¼ acres covered, 1/3 acre uncovered; greatest height of roof, 62 

feet; largest span of roof, 130 feet; number of points, 103, signals, 2?3, levers, 317, platforms 8; roads 

15; station staff, 353; trains in and out daily, summer 719, winter 650. (Railway News, 5 November 

1898) 

Short report that the L&YR will be applying to Parliament for powers to build a new railway from 

Manchester through Blackley to Middleton. (Manchester Guardian, 16 November 1898) 
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Tender of A Graham & Son, £7,840, accepted for new warehouse, offices, etc., at Mirfield. (L&YR

Minutes 23 November 1898) 

The L&YR invite tenders for Victoria station extension, No.1 Contract, including the diversion of 

Cheetham Hill Road, diversion of and arching over the river Irk. (Manchester Guardian, 26 

November 1898) 

December 
Short report on the proposed Manchester to Middleton railway. (Manchester Guardian, 1 

December 1898) 

The L&Y and LNWR invite tenders for the construction of platforms, platform roofing, cab approach 

from Chapel Street, etc., at Blackpool Central station. (Manchester Guardian, 3 December 1898) 

Holme & King to carry out the foundations at Rose Grove at their schedule of prices for the engine 

shed foundations there. (L&YR Minutes 6 December 1898) 

The fourth annual dinner of the staff employed in the goods manager’s department of the L&YR was 

held on Friday evening, 9th December, 1898 at the Palatine Hotel, Hunts Bank. About seventy five 

partook of the repast. Mr B Shaw, goods manager, occupied the chair, and was supported by Mr J 

Wharton, assistant goods manager, Mr W Slater, chief rates clerk, and the heads of the various 

departments. After the cloth was removed a smoking concert was held. Several interesting speeches 

were also delivered during the evening. (Manchester Courier, 13 December 1898) 

The first sod of the branch railway from the L&YR to the Bury Paper Making Co. Ltd. Gigg Mill, was 

cut on Monday, 12th December 1898. The contractor is T Wrigley of Middleton Junction. (Middleton 

Guardian,17 December 1898) 

Sergeant-inspector M’Lean, of Colne Petty Sessional Division, was presented with a handsome silver 

medal which had been forwarded by the L&YR Company authority. The medal has the following 

inscription:- “Presented by the L&YR Company in recognition of the valuable aid to the injured in a 

collision at Leyland on June 2nd 1898”. (Manchester Courier, 20 December 1898) 

Short report of a claim by the Manchester Racecourse Company against the L&YR arising out of the 

construction of the Ship Canal branch railway. (Manchester Guardian, 20 December 1898) 

Tender of A W Smith Sons & Senior, £89,594-6-6d less £2,513-19-?d for old materials, to be 

accepted for extension of Victoria station. Contract No.1 including diversion of Cheetham Hill Road, 

arching over river Irk, etc., subject to the engineer being satisfied with the firm’s financial guarantee 

and their capability. (L&YR Minutes 21 December 1898) 

John Davis, a lurry driver, was summoned before Manchester Police Court on Thursday, 29th

December 1898, for “not being in attendance of his horse and lurry while in motion in Mosley Street on 

15th December 1898”. The L&YR, who employed Davis, admitted the offence. It was stated that he 

had been employed by the company for eight years and was a sober and steady man. On this 

occasion he was delivering goods when the horse strayed away. Fining Davis 5s and costs the 

chairman of the court said that it would be more to the point if the L&YR provided “nippers” to 

look after the horses while the carters were delivering goods. (Middleton Guardian, 31 December 

1898) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 31 December 1898) 
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1899 
January 

Report of a landslip between Radcliffe and Ringley Road on Saturday, 31st December 1898 when an 

embankment slipped into a nearby lodge leaving the rails suspended in space. Traffic was diverted via 

Prestwich. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1899) 

One hundred and fifty men were at work on Saturday and Sunday in refilling the gap caused by the 

subsidence of forty yards of embankment on the L&YR line between Radcliffe Bridge and Ringley 

stations. The district permanent way inspector hoped to be able to work a single line over the place 

last night, but it will be several days before traffic is resumed on both lines. The men working on 

Sunday night were in a pitiable plight owing to the heavy sleet, the spot being very exposed. 

(Manchester Courier, 3 January 1899) 

The L&Y and LNW railways invite tenders for certain alterations and additions to the station 

buildings at Central station, Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian, 10 January 1899) 

On Thursday evening, 19th January 1899 at the Assize Court Hotel, Strangeways, the second annual 

dinner of the Station Masters Association, L&YR, was held, and there was a goods attendance. 

Amongst those present were Mr Parker, Miles Platting; Mr Walton, Salford; Mr Abbott, Swinton; Mr 

Dickinson, Droylsden; Mr Townshend, Wardley; Mr Worthington, Stalybridge. After the dinner, 

toasts were proposed and the evening was spent in music and song. The affairs of the association are 

in a prosperous condition. Letters of regret for non-attendance were read from Mr Marriott, 

Assistant Superintendent and Mr Bolland, District Superintendent. (Manchester Courier, 20 January 

1899) 

Plans for widening the Hunts Bank incline on the north side from the river Irk to 170 yards east of 

Bromley Street and on the south side between Long Millgate and Charter Street will displace 141 

persons. (Middleton Guardian, 21 January 1899) 

The fourteenth report of the L&YR Provident Savings Bank. (Railway News, 21 January 1899) 

The engineer of the L&YR has prepared and deposited the estimate of capital expenditure which will 

be required in the event of the Company’s Bill receiving the sanction of Parliament. These works 

comprise over five and a half miles of new railways which include a new double line nearly five miles 

in length, between Manchester, Blackley and Middleton which is estimated to cost £576,178. This 

railway will commence by a junction with the Manchester Loop Line near Queen’s Road, and will 

terminate by a junction with the Middleton branch railway. The remaining half mile of the new 

railway is merely a connecting line between the Middleton branch and the main line, which is 

estimated to cost £24,700. The widenings proposed to be carried out by the company comprise a 

double line widening for two furlongs of the Hunts Bank incline which is estimated to cost £???,800, 

widening the main line at Middleton Junction at an estimated cost of £34,293; widening the Liverpool 

and Bury line for three and three quarter miles from Rainford Junction to Orrell, at a cost of 

£219,718; and a widening at Pemberton at a cost of £42,400. Minor improvements will absorb a 

further sum of £7,450, whilst £25,000 will be expended by this company upon a new railway at 

Kirkham, which will form part of the jointly owned Preston and Wyre Railway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 January 1899) 

Report of a deputation which met the L&YR chairman on Wednesday, 25th January 1899 to present 

their views on the subject of cheap trains for working people to and from Manchester. (Manchester 

Guardian, 26 January 1899) 
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Report of the death of Samuel Swarbrick whose railway experience started on the Manchester and 

Leeds Railway in 1838 rising to the position of accountant before joining the MR in 1851. (Railway 

News, 28 January 1899; Engineer, 3 February 1899, p.109) 

Included in the L&YR Bill are proposed new works and estimated costs; widening of the main line at 

Middleton Junction, £34,293; widening 3¼ miles from Orrell to Rainford Junction, £219,718; 

widening at Pemberton, £42,400; and a new railway at Kirkham, £25,000. (Middleton Guardian, 28 

January 1899) 

February 
The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 8th February 1899. The engineer reported 

that the strengthening of the old viaduct through Salford is finished, the contract work for the 

widening almost complete and the laying of the permanent way is in progress; of the widening at 

Lostock Junction traffic was diverted to the new lines in October last and the alteration of the old 

lines is in progress; the extension of the goods yard, provision of carriage sidings and loop lines at 

Daisyfield are complete and in use; work on the widening at Hollins is complete with the exception 

of the paving of the goods yard, and the warehouse at Hollins is nearly finished. The connecting line 

at Bury was opened for traffic on 20th November 1898. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1899) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 8th February 1899. The engineer reported 

that the strengthening of the old viaduct through Salford is finished, the extension of the goods yard, 

provision of carriage sidings and loop lines at Daisyfield are complete. (Railway News, 4 February 

1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of platform roofing and station buildings at Rose Grove. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 February 1899) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th February 1899. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 February 1899) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th February 1899. (Railway News, 11 

February 1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a surgery and repairs and decorating at Springwells, 94 

Manchester Road, Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1899) 

The coal bill for the L&YR locomotive department for the half year ending 31st December 1898 was 

£95,312 and for the same period in 1897 was £85,425. (Engineering, 17 February 1899) 

An inquiry was held last evening into the application of the L&Y to purchase certain houses which 

are to be demolished in connection with the extension of the goods yard of the company at Oldham 

Road, and to provide new dwellings for such number of persons as were residing in such houses on 

15th December last 1898 […]. The company had by the act of 1898 obtained power to acquire a 

large area of land, involving the taking over of a good many houses and streets, for the extension of 

the goods yard. The number of houses to be removed, all of them inhabited by the labouring class 

was 187. The total number of inhabitants of those houses in December last was 899; twelve months 

before it was 861. In November 1898 there were, within three quarters of a mile from the centre of 

the block of cottages to be pulled down 135 empty houses, but of these 109 were now, actually 

occupied. That left 26 still empty of the original number, but in the meantime 125 other houses had 

become empty, making 151 empty houses in all at the present time. The present rents varied from 

4s 0d to 6s 6d. The company proposed to erect tenement in flats, on a site within three quarters of 

a mile from the centre of the block of cottages to be removed, in a much more healthy situation. 

The plan of the flats had been approved by the Corporation. The buildings were, in fact, on the lines 

adopted by the Corporation itself, but were rather better in character. Mr Henry Skelmerdine, 
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architect and estate agent of the L&Y Company, said the houses to be built were on a plan approved 

by the Local Government Board and by the Corporations of Manchester and Salford. Many of the 

houses to be pulled down had been condemned by the sanitary authority of the city. The average 

rental of the new flats would be 6s 0d for the ground and first floors and 5s 6d for the second and 

third floors. The company had carried out four other schemes of the same character, but on a 

smaller scale in Manchester and Salford. In reply to a question, Mr Skelmerdine said the site of the 

flats would be on land off Cheetham Hill Road, by Knowsley Street, Woolley Street, Higgins Street 

and Blacklock Street. This was the nearest vacant site they could get. Two or three tenants, who 

had kept printers’ and grocers’ shops for periods of over thirty years, said they objected to the 

change that was proposed. (Manchester Guardian, 21 February 1899) 

Tender of J Butler & Co.’s Trustees, £2,405-14-6d, to be accepted for provision and fixing of 

steelwork for two bridges over the Leeds and Liverpool Canal, between Church and Rishton. (L&YR

Minutes 22 February 1899) 

March 
The L&YR are now having built at their Horwich works ten new locomotives, which are expected to 

be ready for the coming summer passenger traffic. These engines will be the largest owned by this 

company, and will rank among the largest and most powerful in the world, being provided with 7 

feet 8 inches driving wheels. One of them has this week been tried successfully between Horwich 

and Pendleton. (Manchester Courier, 4 March 1899) 

Paper by Oliver Winder to the Manchester Association of Civil Engineering Students on the system 

of electric welding adopted at the L&YR Newton Heath carriage and wagon works which was 

known as the forty plant. (Engineer, 10 March 1899, p.247) 

The L&YR announce tenders for certain alterations to passenger station and goods yard and 

construction of a subway at Denby Dale. (Manchester Guardian, 11 March 1899) 

The various powers bill of the L&YR empowers the company to take land at St. Annes-on-the-Sea 

for the enlargement of the goods station. This was opposed by the St. Annes-on-the-Sea Land and 

Building Company, in a joint petition. The railway, it was pointed out, intersected the property of 

the Land and Building Company from north to south and the only existing means of communicating 

across the two miles of railway within the urban district are a bridge at the station, a bridge at the 

southerly end of the town and a level crossing, which the railway company said was a mere 

occupation road. The Land and Building Company urged that, in view of the growth of the town the 

maintenance of every existing means of communication is of vital importance. Even if the bill made 

provisions for the substitution of a bridge for the level crossing the result would still be injurious and 

increase the cost of building, inasmuch as all building materials brought by rail are delivered to the 

south west side of the railway, and the cost of haulage either by the St Anne’s Road bridge or by any 

new bridge would necessarily be much heavier than if they were carried over the level crossing. The 

Gas Company’s works are on the east side of the railway, and all materials required for the works 

are carried over the level crossing. It would soon be necessary to extend the works, and on that 

account the use of the level crossing would be greatly increased unless a goods yard and siding were 

provided on the north east side of the railway. It was apprehended that a large additional amount of 

shunting would take place over the level crossing, and that in consequence the Gas Company’s 

traffic would be delayed. The danger at present to persons and animals using the level crossing was 

considerable and this would be increased under the provision of the bill. It was argued, in fact, that 

the Land and Building and Gas Companies are absolutely dependent on the level crossing, and that 

this crossing should be maintained and properly protected. After hearing evidence the chairman said 

the Committee had decided to pass the preamble of the bill, subject to the insertion of a clause for 

the protection of the level crossing. Counsel asked what kind of protection was to be given. The 
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Chairman replied; Protection as in the case of a public thoroughfare. (Manchester Guardian, 15 

March 1899) 

Description and illustration of the 4-4-2 express passenger engine including three cross section 

diagrams. (Engineer, 17 March 1899, p.254, 258) 

Tender of Tate & Gordon, £1,77-3-2d, to be accepted for road and bridges at Horwich. (L&YR

Minutes 29 March 1899) 

Messrs Fleming and Ferguson Ltd., Paisley, launched from their yard on Thursday, 16th March 1899 

the twin screw pump hopper dredger, Poulton. The Poulton has been built to the joint order of the 

L&YR and LNW railways and is intended for clearing the Fleetwood Bar. The vessel is fitted with 

one of Messrs J & H Gwynne’s “invincible” centrifugal pumps, capable of lifting 1,500 tons per hour. 

(Engineering, 31 March 1899) 

April 
An interesting event took place on Monday evening, 27th March 1899 at the Palatine Hotel, 

Manchester, when the staff connected with the goods train office of the L&YR at Victoria station 

gathered to present a testimonial to their chief, Samuel Leech, who has occupied the position of 

goods train superintendent for the last nineteen years, on the occasion of his retirement, upon 

superannuation, after a lengthened and honoured service with the company […]. The chairman, 

Samuel Hall, assistant, said that Mr Leech was severing his connection with the railway company 

after a service of forty seven years. (Railway News, 1 April 1899) 

An accident which occurred on the L&YR at Windsor Bridge, near Manchester on 25th January, 

forms the subject of the report by Lieu. Col. Addison to the Board of Trade. In this case a goods 

train from Oldham Road, Manchester, to Liverpool, crossing from the down slow line to the down 

fast line at Windsor Bridge, it was run into about the centre by an engine and van for Peelwood, 

running on the down fast line – the latter engine and five wagons of the goods train being thrown off 

the rails. A coal train which was passing at the same moment on the up fast line, came into collision 

with the derailed engine, causing slight damage to a considerable number of wagons of the train. The 

inspector says the responsibility for the double collision rests upon the signalman, who did not 

comply with the rule for junction working, and also recommends that a better view of the signals 

than at present exists should be provided for drivers. They cannot be seen from the footplate of an 

engine on the fast line more than 120 yards. (Engineer, 7 April 1899, p.337) 

Lieu. Col. Addison has reported to the Board of Trade on the collision which occurred on the Hull 

and Barnsley and West Riding Junction Railway at Sandholme station on February 15th. as a L&Y 

Company’s return excursion train was passing through Sandholme it ran into a loaded wagon; the 

latter having been left foul of the up main line, on which the train was running, during shunting 

operations. The train travelled for a distance of about of about 350 yards after the collision before 

coming to rest, when the engine and four leading coaches were found to be off the rails. Several 

passengers complained of shock and slight injuries. The accident, says the report, was due to 

negligence on the part of the goods guard who loose shunted a wagon from the down line into the 

goods yard on the up side of the railway, and then took no steps whatever to ascertain whether he 

had left the vehicle clear of the main line, inside the safety points. (Engineer, 7 April 1899, p.337) 

In order to meet the increase in the traffic in coal from the South Yorkshire coalfield, when the new 

Junction Canal, giving access to the docks at Goole with the Sheffield and South Yorkshire Canal, is 

completed, the Aire and Calder Navigation Company have commenced the construction of an 

additional coal lift at the Aldam Doc. This lift, like the two others already in use, will be worked by 

hydraulic power, and be capable of lifting and discharging one of the compartment boats in which the 

coal is conveyed, and which carry about forty tons. In addition to the hoists for the compartment 

boats belonging to the Canal Company, the L&YR Company have also a hydraulic lift for discharging 



1890-1899 

844 

coal from trucks into vessels. The works on the new canal are now in full swing, the whole of the 

land having been obtained and fenced off. A considerable amount of excavation has already been 

executed. The Bill which the company are promoting in Parliament this session, if carried, will give 

the Aire and Calder Company power to connect the Goole and Knottingley Canal with the Dutch 

River, and so give access to the river Ouse without the boats having to pass through the Goole 

locks. This will be a very great advantage, as the traffic in the docks is already very much congested 

at times. (Engineer, 7 April 1899, p.340) 

The chief mechanical engineer to the L&YR J A F Aspinall has recently designed and constructed at 

the Horwich works, a new ten wheeled express passenger bogie engine for use on the L&YR

system. The engine is completed, and has made one or two experimental runs. An engineering 

authority describes it as the most powerful inside cylinder passenger locomotive in the country. In 

some respects it resembles the powerful locomotive designed for the GNR but they have outside 

cylinders. Another interesting fact about Mr Aspinall’s latest design is that it represents the extreme 

limit of dimensions available on a British railway. The special feature is the boiler, which is of 

enormous dimensions. The smoke box is larger than usual, and as nearly as much of the chimney is 

inside the box as outside, the appearance of the engine is greatly improved. The weight of the engine 

is 58tons 15cwt and of the tender 30tons 13cwt 1q making a total of 89tons 8cwt 1q. There is coal 

space for 5tons and the boiler pressure per square inch is 175lbs. (Manchester Courier, 8 April 

1899) 

The L&YR announce tenders for alterations to the passenger station, new platform roof, and additional 

opening under Bradford Road, at Low Moor. (Manchester Guardian, 10 April 1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of South Docks goods station and certain alterations to the 

warehouse Caryl Street, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 11 April 1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the old materials in warehouses situated in Victoria Street and Matthew 

Street, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 19 April 1899) 

 The Victoria L&Y Station Staff vs. Bolton Station Staff game in aid of the Railway Servants’ Orphan 

Fund was played on the Manchester City ground, Ardwick (kindly lent by the directors) on 

Wednesday evening, 19th April 1899. St Joseph’s Industrial School Band during the evening 

discoursed selections of music. Bolton won the toss, and elected to play with the wind at their 

backs. After about 20 minutes play Cranna scored for Victoria from a beautiful cross shot by 

Rudman, and at half time the score was; Victoria one goal; Bolton nil. In the second half Victoria 

managed to score another goal, thus coming out winners by two goals to nil. The game was very 

evenly contested throughout, and a very good exhibition of football was displayed. Mr Sinclair 

(secretary of the Manchester FA), who officiated as referee, in the absence of Mr J J Brierley, stated 

that he had refereed in many a worse friendly game amongst League players. It is expected that a 

good amount will be realised towards the fund. (Manchester Courier, 21 April 1899) 

Tenders accepted; B Lamb, £11,516 January 1d, for alterations to passenger station, new platform 

roof, and additional opening under Bradford Road, Low Moor; L Marr & Son, £6,875 September 6d, 

for extension of South Docks goods station and alterations to warehouse in Caryl Street, Liverpool; R 

Neill & Sons, £2,006, for additional platform roofing at Knowsley Street station, Bury. (L&YR

Minutes 26 April 1899) 

Fish traffic from Fleetwood;  

1884,   1,795;  
1895,   9,338;  
1896, 13,544;  
1897, 15,130;  
1898, 21,014 tons.  
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(Railway News, 29 April 1899) 

May 
The L&Y and LNW Joint Railways invite tenders for the erection of fourteen artisans’ dwellings off 

Bloomfield Road, Blackpool, and the formation of streets and passages in connection therewith. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 May 1899) 

Report that Manchester Corporation “have in contemplation the widening of the railway bridge 

(over the L&YR) in order to correspond with the widening of Crumpsall Lane”. There have been 

many requests for an entrance to Crumpsall station from Crumpsall Lane and the present widening 

could bring this up for consideration once more. (Middleton Guardian, 6 May 1899) 

Long report on the forthcoming retirement of J H Stafford, L&YR general manager. (Manchester 

Courier, 11 May 1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a culvert for Moston Brook, near Lightbowne Road, 

Newton Heath, Manchester; for widening the line through Bolton, including the construction of new 

goods and passenger stations. (Manchester Guardian, 13 May 1899) 

J H Stafford, the L&YR general manager intends to give up active service at the end of the present 

half year when he will have completed nearly fifty years’ service with the company. (Railway News, 

13 May 1899, p.491) 

Report of an accident on Sunday morning, 14th May 1899 at Shawclough station. (Manchester 

Courier, 15 May 1899) 

The L&Y and GN Joint Stations Committee invite tenders for the construction and erection of roofing, 

loading stage and office accommodation at Wakefield. (Manchester Guardian, 16 May 1899) 

On Saturday, 13th May 1899 a couple travelled from Bacup to Shawclough by the 7.27pm train, after 

spending the evening in Healey Dell they returned to the station to catch the 10.38pm train back to 

Bacup. Approaching the station from Lowerfold Road they went through the wicket gate and were, 

it is supposed, attempting to pass over the level crossing when the train they were going to meet, 

came up on them. The woman was killed instantaneously her head being completely smashed and 

almost severed from her body. The man was found a few yards away, bleeding profusely. (Rochdale 

Observer, 17 May 1899) 

It is reported that J H Stafford, general manager, intends to resign shortly. Mr Stafford has been in 

the service of the L&YR nearly fifty years. He was appointed secretary in 1875 and general manager 

in (Engineer, 19 May 1899) 

June 
J H Stafford having retired from the post of general manager of the L&YR, the directors have 

appointed J A F Aspinall as general manager. We understand that in making the appointment the 

directors have changed the arrangement hitherto in force, and that the general manager will now 

take control of all the departments on the railway. C W Bayley, who was secretary, becomes Chief 

Traffic Manager – a new title. J C Irwin succeeds Bayley, while H A Hoy becomes Chief Mechanical 

Engineer in succession to Aspinall. The appointments date from 1st July 1899. (Engineer, 2 June 1899, 

p.542) 

Supplement of Aspinall 4-4-2 express passenger engine with photographs of the engine footplate and 

with 4-4-0 No.1099 nose to nose. (Engineer, 2 June 1899, p.546) 

J A F Aspinall has been appointed L&YR general manager in consequence of the retirement of J H 

Stafford and T Collin the assistant general manager. (Railway News, 3 June 1899) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new railway at Horbury and the widening of the 

railway between Crigglestone and Haigh, including new tunnel through Woolley Edge. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 June 1899) 

L&YR; Secretary’s Staff 133, Transfer Department 41. Played at Farnworth on Tuesday, 27th June 

1899. (Manchester Courier, 6 June 1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the raising of platforms and erection of station buildings at Clifton 

Junction station. (Manchester Guardian, 15 June 1899) 

The L&YR have completed their contracts for locomotive coal at an advance of 2s 8d per ton over 

the price fixed a year ago, making their figure 10s 1d per ton. This looks an extreme rise but it is 

expected that this is likely to be asked for by the Yorkshire coal owners. (Engineer, 16 June 1899, 

p.607) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stables at Oldham Road goods station, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 17 June 1899) 

Tender of R Neill & Sons, £270,018 less £5,692 for old materials, to be accepted for widening 

through Bolton, including construction of new goods and passenger stations; also that of Baldry & 

Yarburgh, £189,323-6-0d, to be accepted for fork line, widening between Crigglestone and Haigh, 

including the tunnel, and new road and bridge in lieu of level crossing at Crigglestone; also that of D 

Johnson, £54,227-14-3d, for raising platforms and erecting station buildings at Clifton Junction. 

(L&YR Minutes 28 June 1899) 

July 
The L&YR have just let the contract for a new station at Clifton Junction. The present station has 

served for forty years. There is a level crossing, and several fatalities have occurred. It is now 

proposed to erect a footbridge and an entirely new and more commodious station will be provided. 

New works in the neighbourhood have greatly increased the traffic. The new station will cost 

upwards of £6,000. Building operations are to be commenced during the month, and will occupy the 

remainder of the year, as, in addition to the new buildings, the four platforms are to be raised, 

lengthened, and widened. The approaches to the station are likewise to be made less steep. 

(Manchester Courier, 7 July 1899) 

The annual picnic of the combined departments of the L&YR was held on Saturday, 1st July 1899 

when members of the staff travelled from Manchester to Clitheroe where a visit was made to the 

Town Hall and a drive round the area. Dinner in connection with the picnic was taken at Worston 

which coincided with a presentation to C W Bayley on his taking up the position of Chief Traffic 

Manager. (Railway News, 8 July 1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the excavation and foundations, etc., up to street level of depot and 

offices at Victoria Street, Liverpool; for the erection of artisans’ dwellings at Knowsley Street, 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 12 July 1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of warehouse, etc., at North Mersey goods station, 

Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 15 July 1899) 

There have just been issued by the L&YR a couple of publications descriptive of walking and cycling 

tours in L&Y arranged in connection with the railway system of the company. Particulars and 

descriptions are given of no fewer than 36 pleasant tours to be obtained in Lancashire, varying in 

distance from 4 to 43 miles. The company’s system in Yorkshire allows of 31 tours, chiefly among 

the picturesque scenery of the West Riding, and the descriptions of the various routes provide 

entertaining reading. The company has arranged to issue special tickets by any ordinary train, 
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available for return on the day of issue or the following day, those issued on Saturday being available 

for return on Sunday or Monday following. (Manchester Courier, 18 July 1899) 

Long report of the retirement of J H Stafford, the L&YR general manager and the appointment of J A 

F Aspinall, his origins and life. (Manchester Courier, 18 July 1899) 

The L&YR and GN Joint Railways Committee are to considerably alter and enlarge Wakefield 

station. Messrs Leake and Sons, Normanton, have secured a contract for re-organising the goods 

offices and warehouses, at a cost of about £7,000. (Railway News, 22 July 1899) 

Work in connection with the new station at Bolton has at last been commenced. Quite recently the 

contract for the work of constructing the new passenger and goods stations was let to Messrs R 

Neill & Sons, a Manchester firm of contractors who have had numerous important undertakings in 

hand; and yesterday Messrs Neill’s men were on the spot, and begun  the necessary preparatory 

work by pulling down the property scheduled and purchased by the railway company for new station 

purposes, and it is stated that the erection of the new buildings will now be proceeded with as 

expeditiously as possible. (Manchester Courier, 25 July 1899) 

Tenders accepted; Holme & King, £70,210, for widening the line (Contract No.1), removal of 

earthwork, construction of bridge, retaining wall, etc., at Brighouse; T Young & Co. £5,570 October 

2d, for widening at Goose Hill Junction, Normanton; R Walker, £1,759-10-11d, for erecting of 

footbridge, raising platforms, etc., at Tanshelf; L Marr & Son, £2,813, for excavation and foundations 

of new depot and offices at Victoria Street, Liverpool; R Neill & Sons, £24,415, for artisans houses at 

Knowsley Street, Manchester. (L&YR Minutes 26 July 1899) 

The LNWR have given notice that on Saturday 5th August 1899 the whole of the day and half day 

and also short date and long date excursions will be withdrawn. (Manchester Courier, 27 July 1899) 

The LNWR have given notice that on Saturday, 5th August 1899 the whole of the day and half day 

and also short date and long date excursions will be withdrawn. This applies to every station on the 

system and the reason assigned by the officials for the step is that they are called upon by the 

government to carry Volunteers and with their heavy tourist traffic in addition they cannot run 

excursions. (Manchester Guardian, 27 July 1899; Railway News, 29 July 1899) 

August 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Windsor Bridge, Salford, on 25th January 1899. (Railway 

Engineer, 8-1899) 

The L&YR invite that there will be no day or weekend excursion bookings from their stations in 

connection with the LNWR on Saturday, 5th August 1899. (Manchester Guardian, 2 August 1899) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 9th August 1899. (Manchester Guardian, 2 

August 1899) 

In order to more effectually cope with the continually increasing traffic at the goods department at 

Colne railway station the Midland and L&Y companies have jointly agreed to materially extend their 

present accommodation. They have purchased a large tract of land adjoining thereto and the work 

of enlargement will be commenced as soon as possible. (Manchester Courier, 2 August 1899) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 9th August 1899. (Railway News, 5 August 

1899) 

Excursion traffic from Manchester was exceptionally heavy on Saturday 5th August 1899. So great 

was the crush at the Victoria station during the earlier part of the day that the resources of the 

L&YR were taxed to the utmost. (Manchester Guardian, 7 August 1899) 
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This year’s August Bank Holiday will be remembered as the busiest the officials of the L&YR have 

ever experienced. The stopped of bookings is certainly a very rare occurrence but this action was 

forced upon the officials at Victoria station on Saturday, 5th August 1899 so extraordinary was the 

pressure. At this station there was one constant rush from five o’clock in the morning until a 

quarter to six in the evening. For Blackpool three heavily laden trains each extending the length of 

the platform had been despatched before six o’clock. Excursionists finding they could not get away 

at Exchange station made their way to Victoria […]. The L&YR did their best under the 

circumstances and they got through their work remarkably well, though delays, of course, could not 

be avoided. (Manchester Courier, 7 August 1899) 

At Victoria station all the platforms were crowded from early morning until noon today (Monday) 

when the pressure slackened somewhat. The first train to leave was the 6.05am its destination being 

Blackpool. Excursionists to the popular resort followed each other in rapid succession. There were 

also heavy bookings to Liverpool, Southport, Morecambe, and other places on the L&YR system 

[…]. Today is spoken of by officials as very busy, but quieter than Saturday. On Saturday the traffic 

was extremely heavy, and it is stated that there were never more passengers at the station at one 

time unless it was on the occasion of the Queen’s last visit to the city […]. The experience of the 

Victoria station officials correspond with that of the staff in charge of Exchange station. The principal 

excursions from that station were to North Wales and Windermere, all of which, as well as those 

to nearer destinations, were well patronised. The Scotch traffic was also reported to be very heavy. 

(Manchester Evening News 7 August 1899) 

An important improvement has just been effected on the L&YR between Bolton and Lostock 

Junction. In former years, especially during the excursion season, the length over two miles has been 

greatly congested, and great delays have occurred to both Liverpool and Preston traffic. Messrs. 

Holme and King, contractors, Liverpool, have just doubled the line, making four roads instead of two 

available. The widening of Bullfield tunnel is also contemplated. (Manchester Evening News 7 August 

1899) 

All the railway companies, with the exception of the L&NW, are congratulating themselves upon 

having done remarkably well out of the Bank Holiday. The public will be gratified to learn that high 

officials of the LNW are convinced that the suspension of weekend excursion tickets over that 

system was a huge blunder. As it is estimated to have entailed a heavy loss to the finances of the 

company, it is an experiment that is not likely to be repeated […]. The L&Y, it is believed, has 

broken all its previous Bank Holiday records. (Manchester Guardian, 8 August 1899) 

The stoppage of excursion trains on Saturday last by the LNWR does not seem to have adversely 

influenced yesterday’s bookings […]. Probably the officials of the L&YR had the busiest time 

yesterday. Certainly they never had a busier one. This may easily be realised when it is stated that 

upwards of 200 trains were run on the  yesterday, and that some trains were run in duplicate. To 

Blackpool it was occasionally necessary to send a third train. A bird’s eye view of the system would 

have revealed trains running in every section.  As soon as one cleared another entered. The 

bookings to Blackpool, Liverpool, and Southport were never heavier, and so well was the system 

worked that the excursionists reached their destination in capital time. With such an enormous 

traffic to deal with delays were inevitable on the return journey, but these were not of a serious 

character. From various parts of Yorkshire, the arrivals at Victoria station were unusually numerous, 

and altogether the company had just as much traffic as they could possibly deal with. (Manchester 

Evening News 8 August 1899) 

The annual church parade of the Ramsbottom branch of the Amalgamated Society of Railway 

Servants in aid of the widows’ and orphans’ fund was held at Ramsbottom on Sunday, 6th August 

1899. (Manchester Courier, 8 August 1899) 
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The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th August 1899. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 August 1899) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th August 1899. (Railway News, 12 

August 1899) 

On Sunday, 6th August 1899 ten wagons being shunted on the L&YR at Oldham Werneth jumped 

the points and ran away on the up line. The signalman seeing what had happened turned them on to 

the Hollinwood line and they were derailed just past Cowhill bridge by a catch point and continued 

along the permanent way for about thirty yards. Four of the wagons went down the embankment. 

(Middleton Guardian, 12 August 1899) 

Yesterday morning, Sunday, 13th August 1899 the inhabitants of Smedley Road, Cheetham, and 

surrounding neighbourhood were startled by a loud report, followed by the shaking of their houses 

and the smashing of windows over a wide radius […] the concussion was sufficiently severe to 

throw many people out of bed […]. A long stem of flame shot up into the sky from the gasworks of 

the L&YR Company, accompanied by dense volumes of black smoke […]. While the gas was still 

“swishing” (to use the expression of those who heard it) from the exploded holder it was known 

that one man had been killed, that many had been thrown down by concussion, and that many 

hundreds of windows in the adjoining streets had been broken […]. Fire engines and firemen were 

on the scene with remarkable expedition, and measures were taken to keep the fire under control 

[…]. During the whole of the day there were thousands of people congregated in Smedley Road and 

Telford Street. In Telford Street half of one house, fortunately empty, was blown to pieces, and at 

the top of the same street there lay about a hundredweight of wire netting which before the 

explosion had fenced one of the railway arches…A concise account of the calamity is given by police 

sergeant James Withers of B Division who states […] ”I found that an explosion had taken place 

underneath one of the arches of the L&YR, which are used for the manufacture of the Company’s oil gas. 

The arch was in flames. Going into the yard, I saw constable Rowbottom and his brother carrying an injured 

man, James Wren […] I sent an alarm to Willett Street and had the horse ambulance telephoned for [Fire 

engines, which soon] arrived from Ash Street, Low Street, Goulden Street, and Jackson’s Row […] the injured 

man was taken to the Infirmary on the Low Street tender […]. The fire was kept within bounds and soon 

burnt itself out.”  

The exploded holder had contained compressed oil gas, and at the time of the accident it was in the 

charge of Wren. He had been at work from 6.00am and was assisted by two men. At the time of the 

explosion Wren was in that particular arch alone, though one of his assistants was on the point of 

entering it. This assistant states that he was lifted by the force of the explosion and carried about 

fifty yards, close to the edge of the river Irk […]. Getting up, he went back to the arch to see after 

Wren, whom he found trying to get out. The injured man, however, fell back among the flames and 

smoke. His mate tried to reach him, but was overcome and had to retire, and constable Rowbottom 

and his brother, rescued Wren […]. 

“I found that the external brickwork of the arch had been a good deal damaged. The gable end of 

some cottage property in Telford Street had been blown away, and up as far as Queen’s Road and 

on the other side up Smedley Road to the back of Collyhurst Road most of the windows had been 

blown in […]”  

The man Wren […] who died at noon was the chief gas maker employed at the works, and he lived 

in a house belonging to the company in Smedley Road. He was married, and his father-in-law, who 

lives in a house a little further up the same street, stated; “I was in bed, and heard a tremendous report 

at nine o’clock […] I learnt that my son-in-law was very badly injured and was not likely to live, and I saw 

him taken away in a fire tender […]. His age was twenty nine”.  



1890-1899 

850 

James Rowbottom stated; “[…] At this point the Rochdale line of the L&YR comes from the tunnels 

under Rochdale Road, and crosses the valley on a viaduct to the junction with the Bury line on the 

Cheetham side, locally known as Cyprus, where the tickets are collected before the trains enter 

Victoria station. The three arches on the Cheetham side are used by the railway company for 

making gas used on the line. In one arch is situated the engine house, in another a small gasometers 

is placed, and in a third, the scene of the disaster, is the retort house. There was one large sheet of 

flame, which wrapped round the railway line above from each side and mounted to a height over 

one hundred feet. It blazed away for nearly half an hour…but it was in the bottom (of the valley) and 

in the new property recently erected by the company off Smedley Road that the full force of the 

explosion had been felt. Up one street a portion of the great iron holder had been thrown, and the 

remainder was lying close to the arch, twisted and broken… several railway carriages on the sidings 

at Queen’s Road have suffered…”  

One of the company’s gas makers stated that the arch in which Wren was working contained nine 

gas receivers and three oil tanks, and that working in it was attended with so much risk that the 

employees were strictly forbidden to take in matches with them. The same person states that the 

explosion happened immediately after an engine had passed over the line. The line which runs over 

the Smedley Road arches is known as the up and down fast and slow Manchester loop line from 

Thorp’s Bridge junction to East Junction signal cabin, Victoria station. The arch was examined 

yesterday morning by the assistant engineer of the company, and on the ballast being removed it was 

found the great heat of the flames had not affected the asphalting on the crown. After a thorough 

examination the line was pronounced to be perfectly safe, and traffic over the viaduct, which in the 

meantime had been diverted by Miles Platting, was resumed at 3.30pm. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

August 1899) 

Report of the explosion at the L&YR gas plant under Smedley viaduct. (Manchester Courier, 14 

August 1899) 

At about 9.00am on Sunday 13th August 1899 there was a great explosion at the gas making plant of 

the L&YR beneath the arches of the viaduct at Smedley Road. Windows in houses in Smedley Road 

and Telford Street were blown in together with many others in the area, and one house in Telford 

Street caught fire. The gas maker, James Wren, of Smedley Road, was seriously injured and died 

later, his assistant, Joseph Hunt and labourer, William Pollitt, were slightly injured. A number of gas 

holders were torn to pieces. Ordinary coal gas has been manufactured at Smedley Road for about 

fifteen years. The viaduct was not damaged and traffic was suspended for only a short time. Mr 

Aspinall and Mr Hughes visited the scene later. The area is known locally as Cyprus (where tickets 

are collected) and three arches on the Cheetham side are used for making gas, one houses the 

engine, another a gasometers, and a third the retort house where the explosion took place. At the 

inquest on James Wren a witness said that he lived at 18 Smedley Road which was only twelve yards 

from the gas plant. It was also stated that the gas was made from Anglo-American oil supplied from 

Newton Heath. (Middleton Guardian, 19 August 1899) 

The Iron and Steel Institute visited Horwich works during their meetings in Manchester on 15th and 

16th August 1899. (Engineering; Engineer, 25 August 1899, p.190) 

Railway coal bill for the L&YR to 30th June £100,784 and for 1898, £83,141. (Engineering, 25 August 

1899) 

September 
Report of an accident at Oldham Central station when a train of empty carriages ran into a 

passenger train on Friday, 25th August 1899. (Engineer, 1 September 1899, p.218) 

At about 10.30am on Friday, 25th August 1899 the 10.27am passenger train from Oldham Mumps to 

Middleton Junction was run into at Central station by a train of empty six wheeled carriages causing 
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considerable damage and fire caused by a gas explosion. The carriages had been stored in the bay 

platform at Mumps with the Middleton Junction train in front. When the passenger train left the 

empty stock apparently began to run away catching up with the train at Central station. When the 

fire broke out the station master uncoupled the ignited carriages and had the train drawn forward. 

Considerable delay was encountered as there were many excursionists booked, it being the Wakes 

holiday. (Middleton Guardian, 2 September 1899) 

The work of extending Victoria station, Manchester, has at length been entered upon. Half the shops 

in the station approach from Corporation Street have already been in part demolished. The scheme 

of extension, however, is not yet complete. W B Worthington, the L&YR engineer, is at present on 

holiday, as are most of the directors. Till they return there will be no permanent decision in regard 

to the plans. What is certain, however, is that there will be a great increase in the platform 

accommodation. One principal feature of the extensions is the building of a lower and longer bridge 

over (sic) Cheetham Hill Road on the Miles Platting side. When the work has been accomplished, 

and the old road diverted, the existing structure will be pulled down. The Irk will be covered – to 

the great advantage of the community – between Hunts Bank and the crossing over the river near 

Red Bank. Near Corporation Street there will be several new platforms for the accommodation of 

traffic from the Yorkshire district. But the scheme, as we have said, is yet very incomplete. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 September 1899) 

The L&Y and LNW Joint Railways invite tenders for the construction of a new railway from 

Blackpool South Shore to Kirkham; for the widening of the railway between Central station and 

South Shore, Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian, 9 September 1899) 

Report of an accident at No.6 platform, Victoria station on Monday 11th September 1899 when a 

train from Bury ran into a stationary excursion train. (Manchester Guardian, 12 September 1899) 

Report of an accident at Victoria station on Monday, 11th September 1899 when the 8.35am train to 

Blackpool was run into on platform 6 by a train from Radcliffe. (Manchester Courier, 12 September 

1899) 

An excursion train for Blackpool was run into by an ordinary train from Radcliffe at Victoria station 

on Monday, 11th September 1899. (Engineer, 15 September 1899, p.271) 

A project involving the outlay of a couple of million pounds consists chiefly of doubling the L&YR

main lines between Normanton and Todmorden, a distance of about thirty miles […]. One thing the 

Company desire to do, and that is to accelerate their present passenger train service, which can 

easily be accomplished when four “roads” – two “up” and two “down” – are laid. Already there are 

four sets of metals in certain parts of the distance but the intention of the Company is to duplicate 

the existing line […]. The land necessary for this purpose seems to have been acquired or is in the 

process of being negotiated for. Indeed a start has already been made with the work outside 

Normanton station. Messrs T Young & Co. contractors, Wakefield, have just commenced the task 

of widening the present line on both sides from Goose Hill Junction to a point three quarters of a 

mile nearer Wakefield […]. Other work will mean the partial reconstruction of some stations and 

the complete demolition and re-erection of others. This will be good news for the residents of 

Horbury who have long complained of the character of the accommodation provided for them. 

Great improvements are also contemplated at Wakefield Kirkgate, including the provision of 

additional sidings and the conversion of what is now the up platform into an island platform for the 

purpose of avoiding existing delays […]. Many thousands of pounds are likewise to be spent in 

constructing a loop line at Horbury and cutting a tunnel at Woolley on the Barnsley branch. At 

present all passengers making the journey from Manchester to the Barnsley district have to change 

at Horbury Junction but a “fork” is now to be constructed so as to avoid the inconvenience. In 

Woolley tunnel there is at present only a single line, so that another tunnel will have to be cut there 

to meet the access of traffic expected. (Manchester Guardian, 15 September 1899) 
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Report of L&YR extensions of the main lines from Todmorden to Normanton. (Manchester 

Courier, 15 September 1899) 

On Monday, 11th September 1899 an excursion to Blackpool standing in No.6 platform at Victoria 

station was run into by the 8.12am train from Radcliffe killing one person. At the adjourned inquest 

the driver of the 8.12am. Edwin Booth, said that his train was due to leave Victoria at 8.45am (also) 

for Blackpool and that on entering the station his signal indicated “clear to half way in the station”. 

He first saw the standing train when about forty yards away and going from 4 to 6 miles per hour, 

his train was equal to fifteen carriages weighing nearly 90 tons. The relief train had started from 

Whitefield though he knew it was in front of him he thought that it had left the station. He had not 

had much experience of the larger engines, but they were not more difficult to stop than the others. 

(Middleton Guardian, 16 September 1899) 

Report of a fire in the goods shed at Hoghton. (Manchester Courier, 18 September 1899) 

Report that the L&YR have in contemplation a gigantic scheme, involving an outlay of something like 

two millions. It consists mainly of the doubling of the lines between Normanton and Todmorden, a 

distance of thirty miles, constructing a loop line at Horbury, and cutting a tunnel at Woolley on the 

Barnsley branch. Most of the land has been acquired, and the work at one or two points has been 

commenced. It is also intended to considerably improve or reconstruct some of the stations which 

are altogether inadequate to accommodate the present traffic. (Engineer; Engineering, 22 September 

1899, p.297) 

The Board of Trade have, subject to certain requirements, sanctioned the use of the widened lines at 

Darwen. (L&YR Minutes 26 September 1899) 

October 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new warehouse, offices, closets, etc., at Rose Grove. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1899) 

Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund meeting. (Railway News, 21 October 1899) 

Report of an accident at Victoria station when a line signal was given for a second train to enter a 

platform when another was already standing there. (Railway News, 21 October 1899) 

Tender of E Taylor & Co. £6,262-6-7d, accepted for new warehouse, offices, closets, etc., at Rose 

Grove. (L&YR Minutes 25 October 1899) 

The engine was shunting at Accrington at midnight, September 26th and when coming out of the 

sidings on to the main line, the signalman by mistake so set the points that the engine ran into the 

buffer stops at the end of the siding carrying them away and falling into the street a distance of 18ft. 

Very little damage was done to the engine, which was one of Mr Aspinall’s standard goods type. 

(Photograph)  (Engineer, 27 October 1899, p.427) 

November 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of stables at Accrington; for the erection of stables at 

Brighouse. (Manchester Guardian, 7 November 1899) 

Ralph Bolland, district passenger superintendent, died on 3rd November 1899. He had been with the 

L&YR for many years. At the funeral at Prestwich in front of the hearse between thirty and forty 

station masters from all over the company’s system carrying wreaths walked in procession on 

Wednesday [?] November 1899. The bearers were Hartley, Wigan station master; Hughes, 

Southport station master; Jones, Middleton Junction station master; Wood, Liverpool station master; 

White, inspector, Manchester; and Smith, inspector, Southport. Numerous railway officials were 

present including James Sedgwick, Victoria station master; Carmichael, district superintendent; 
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Liverpool, Winterbottom, district superintendent, Salford; Neale, Blackburn; Collins, Bolton; and 

Nicholls, Wakefield. The official staff were represented by C J Nicholson; Pearson; Hartshorn; 

Kenworthy; and Cheetham. A beautiful wreath in the form of a Maltese Cross in the red and white 

colours of the L&YR Company was contributed by the Rochdale branch of the St John Ambulance 

Society of which the deceased was president. (Manchester Courier, 8 November 1899) 

The L&Y and LNWR invite tenders for the erection of dining and refreshment rooms and alterations to 

Talbot Road station, Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian, 11 November 1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of goods yard, new offices, retaining walls and 

reconstruction of bridges, etc., at Manchester Road station, Burnley. (Manchester Guardian, 25 

November 1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the removal of excavation and construction of goods shed in goods yard 

at Thornhill. (Manchester Guardian, 29 November 1899) 

December 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Victoria station, Manchester, on 11th September 1899. 

(Railway Engineer, 12-1899) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of bridges carrying railways over Galligreaves Street 

and Stanley Street, Blackburn; for the construction of bridge to carry railway over proposed road in 

continuation of Plane Street, Daisyfield; for alterations to engine shed, erection of new shops and coal 

stage at Wortley Junction, Leeds. (Manchester Guardian, 2 December 1899) 

The fifth Goods Managers Staff dinner was held at the Exchange Station Hotel, Liverpool, on Friday 

evening, 8th. November 1899. The proceedings were presided over by Mr Shaw, goods manager, 

who was supported by Mr Wharton, the assistant goods manager and Mr Slater, chief of the rates 

department. After dinner was an elaborate programme of toasts, songs and recitations by various 

members of the staff. (Manchester Courier, 12 December 1899) 

Tender of Mr Bentley, £11,526-17-6d, accepted for removal of excavation and construction of a 

goods shed at Thornhill; also Holme & King, £9,944-11-10d, for alterations to engine shed and 

erection of new shops, coal stage, etc., at Wortley Junction, Leeds; also that of Tate & Gordon, £7,?8 -

11-1d, for extension of goods yard, new offices, retaining walls, reconstruction of bridges, etc., at 

Manchester Road, Burnley; also their tender of £7,898, for reconstruction of bridges carrying the 

railway over Galligreaves Street, Blackburn, and £2,196-19-1d, for bridge over proposed road in 

continuation of Plane Street, Daisyfield (the whole chargeable to Blackburn Corporation. (L&YR

Minutes 20 December 1899) 

Among recent improvements completed Crumpsall Lane may be specially mentioned. The portion of 

this lane between the L&YR and Lansdowne Road formerly one of the most dangerous 

thoroughfares for vehicular traffic, has, by arrangement with the Earl of Wilton, been widened from 

seven yards to sixteen. (Manchester Courier, 21 December 1899) 
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The changes are announced in connection with the staff of officials of the L&YR Company. Mr 

Nicholls, district passenger superintendent, Wakefield, has been transferred to a similar position at 

Liverpool and Mr Charnley, of Manchester, has been appointed to the Yorkshire vacancy. The 

Manchester office of the district superintendent is to be abolished and the work for the future will 

be centralised in Liverpool. (Manchester Courier, 1 January 1900) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1900) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new booking office and alterations to station buildings at 

Chapel Street station, Southport; for the extension of culvert for Moston Brook, near Lightbowne 

Road, Newton Heath. (Manchester Guardian, 6 January 1900) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned use of widening between Bullfield and Lostock Junction. (L&YR 

Minutes, 9 January 1900) 

The death was announced of Charles Fay, of Ellerslie, Marple, former L&YR carriage superintendent, 

aged 88, on Tuesday, 9th January 1900. Interment will take place at St Luke’s Church, Cheetham Hill 

on Friday, 12th January. (Manchester Guardian; Manchester Courier, 10 January 1900) 

An extra-ordinary incident occurred to the L&YR train leaving Blackburn for Hellifield at about six 

o’clock on Thursday night, 11th January 1900. Just beyond Whalley station the train, which included 

four saloons full of Stonyhurst College boys returning from their holidays, was shunted into a siding 

to allow the Scotch express to pass. By some accident three of the saloons became detached from 

the rest of the train and remained on the main line, and, as it was impossible to stop the oncoming 

express by signal a scene of excitement ensued. The officials ordered the passengers out of the train 

into a field adjoining the line, while a man was sent up the line with a red lamp to meet the express. 

Luckily the driver saw the porter’s signal and the express was pulled up within a hundred yards of 

the standing carriages. (Manchester Guardian, 13 January 1900) 

Report of the retirement of Thomas Collin, assistant general manager, which took place on Saturday 

last, 13th January 1900 in the L&YR board room at Victoria station. He had joined the company in 

1849 filling various positions until appointed goods superintendent for the Yorkshire district in 1863 

and goods manager in 1868 until appointed assistant general manager. (Railway News, 20 January 

1900) 

Tender of J Ainscough & Sons, £3,453-10-10d, to be accepted for culverting Moston Brook, Newton 

Heath; also that of Vaughan Bros. £4,090, for new booking office and alterations to station buildings 

at Chapel Street station, Southport. (L&YR Minutes, 24 January 1900) 

In the Board of Trade report of an accident on 5th December 1899 at Daisyfield Junction between a 

passenger train from Blackpool to Todmorden and a goods train from Hellifield to Normanton, 

Colonel P G von Donop, stated that the cause was the action of the signalman “allowing the 

passenger train to approach the junction before the reversing operation was completed, and secondly, the 
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fact of the wagon train being allowed to overpower its brake”. He concluded, “while this accident was 

therefore due primarily to the neglect of the order on the part of the signalman, and secondly, to the neglect 

of another order on the part of the driver and the guard, it must be pointed out that it is clear from the 

evidence that both these orders have been habitually disregarded by the Company’s servants, and it seems 

strange that this fact should not previously have been brought to light”. (Middleton Guardian, 27 January 

1900) 

February 
On Sunday morning an accident is reported to have occurred on an incline on the L&YR at Spring 

Vale, near Darwen. The driver and fireman of a goods train were absent from the engine fixing the 

brakes when the train ran away and dashed into a stationary goods train at Spring Vale. The 

permanent way, for a considerable distance, was torn up, and wagons were thrown from the rails on 

to the embankment, five of six of them being smashed, and the pieces scattered in all directions. The 

engine of the runaway train, along with the tender, was overturned, and the permanent way 

between Blackburn and Manchester was, for a time, blocked. Nobody was injured. (Engineer, 2 

February 1900, p.119) 

An arbitration case between Lord Wilton and the L&YR Company has just been decided by an 

award of the umpire, W H Ewell, who recently sat at the Surveyors’ Institute, London, to hear the 

case. The point at issue was the sum to be awarded to Lord Wilton for the compulsory taking of 

two strips of land comprising an area of 1 acre, 3 roods, and 32 poles, required by the L&YR 

Company for the purpose of strengthening the banks of the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal, of 

which the railway company are the owners. After hearing expert evidence on both sides, the umpire 

has made an award to the claimant of £1,335. (Engineer, 2 February 1900, p.119) 

The L&YR engineer reported that the widening from Bolton to Lostock Junction and the marshalling 

sidings at Bullfield; the marshalling sidings and engine shed at Rose Grove have been completed. 

(Railway News, 3 February 1900) 

There are to be considerable improvements at the Accrington station in the near future. The 

principle features of the alterations, the plan of which has been approved by the L&YR directors, are 

that the existing block of buildings, including the refreshment rooms, booking offices, and left luggage 

office, are to be set back sixteen feet, thus giving additional width to the Manchester platform. New 

offices are also to be erected on that line. A new parcels office corresponding to the site of the 

existing refreshment rooms is to be provided, and adjacent to that will be the main entrance to the 

station. There will also be a new booking hall and refreshment rooms. It is proposed to remove the 

existing footbridge across the line and instead of this there will be an underground subway, 

commencing at a point at the junction of Paxton Street and Blackburn Road and there is to be an 

additional booking office at this junction. The present decline into Paxton Street will be done away 

with and a through line of rails constructed on that side of the Yorkshire platform to admit of fast 

trains to Yorkshire passing through Accrington without stopping or interfering with the local traffic. 

The directors of the L&YR do not pledge themselves to any date upon which the proposed 

alterations will be started giving as their reason that they have some very large improvements 

already in hand, involving the expenditure of hundreds of thousands of pounds. They do, however, 

give the assurance that the alterations will receive their attention without undue delay. (Manchester 

Courier, 3 February 1900) 

The L&YR invite tenders for stables, mess room, and coach house at Bank Top goods yard, Burnley. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 February 1900) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th February 1900. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 February 1900) 
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At the half yearly meeting of the L&YR it was stated that the half years’ experience had again justified 

the policy of reducing second class fares instead of abolishing the class. (Engineer, 9 February 1900, 

p.145) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th February 1900. (Railway News, 10 

February 1900) 

Short report on the L&YR extensions of land in Moston, Manchester. The Manchester City Surveyor 

has prepared a report of the extensions and alterations at Newton Heath and Moston, which are 

shown by the deposited plans of the railway company, who propose to widen their line from a point 

about 115 yards to the south west of the bridge carrying that line over Dean Lane to a point about 

320 yards to the north of the bridge carrying Moston Lane over the company’s main line; a total 

length of widening of 1 mile 5 furlongs and 4.25 chains. Dean Lane is to be lowered 2 feet 3 inches 

and it is suggested that a new bridge of a height of 14 feet shall be placed over that thoroughfare. 

About 415 feet in length of St Mary’s Road, it is proposed, shall be stopped up and absorbed by the 

company, and a new road is to be substituted on the east side of the existing thoroughfare. It is also 

proposed to stop up about 385 feet in length of Williams Road, and to provide a substituted road 

which joins the proposed diversion of St Mary’s Road on the south side of the railway. The public 

footpath leading from St Mary’s Road in an easterly direction to Mill Lane is to be diverted for a 

length of 420 feet, but the intended diversion is not indicated on the plans; and the public footpath 

leading from the occupation road at Nuthurst Bridge to Moston Lane is to be diverted for a length 

of 635 feet. The company have also scheduled land abutting on the south east side of the main line of 

railway, and extending in a north easterly direction from Williams Road to Nuthurst Road, and 

having an area of about 40 acres. (Manchester Guardian, 10 February 1900)  

The L&NWR have decided to avail themselves of powers conferred upon them by an Act passed 25 

years ago, and widen the line from Preston to Broughton, a distance of about five miles […]. 

Extensive works are being carried out in the immediate neighbourhood of Preston. The bridge 

across the Ribble is being widened, and the new viaduct thus provided will consist of two large spans 

across the river and a smaller one. The piers are of red sandstone and the superstructure is to 

consist of huge steel girders, which are now being placed in position. The line on the north side is 

also being widened, and the bridge under Fishergate is being enlarged. Six new lines, of which two 

will be through lines, will extend from Ribble Bridge to Maudlands Junction, and two additional 

platforms will be provided south of the Fishergate Bridge. The lines between Preston station and 

Maudlands Junction will be strengthened, doing away with part of a curve and improving the 

remainder, and when the scheme is completed, not only will the station be much more convenient, 

but the undoubted danger of north and south approaches will be greatly lessened, if not entirely 

done away with. (Manchester Guardian, 12 February 1900) 

At the half yearly meeting of the L&YR it was stated that receipts per train mile for passenger traffic 

showed an increase of 1.08d and in the goods an increase of 4.48d. This, no doubt, arose from the 

fact that the company had been able to haul heavier trains with their larger engines. (Engineer, 16 

February 1900, p.173) 

Manchester City Council surveyor has prepared a report on the extensions and alterations at 

Newton Heath and Moston as shown in plans by the L&YR. (Middleton Guardian, 17 February 1900) 

The coal bill for the L&YR locomotive department for the half year ending 31st December 1899 was 

£130,589 and for the same period in 1898 £95,312. (Engineering, 23 February 1900) 

March 
Thomas Charnock of the L&YR stores department, Osborne Street, Miles Platting, and a Manchester 

Reservist, received a tumultuous send off when he left to join the 2nd Batt. Manchester Regiment 

now under orders for the front. At 5.30pm on Monday, 5th March 1900 Mr A H Duffin, assistant 
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store keeper, wished the reservist God speed and a safe return and assured him that his situation 

would be kept open. He was presented with two woollen vests, twelve handkerchiefs, a muffler, a 

Balaclava helmet. 1½ lbs tobacco, a silver mounted briar pipe, a pocket knife, and a purse containing 

£2-16-8d. At 8.30pm a torchlight procession, in which the whole of the stores staff joined, left 

Osborne Street stores for Victoria station, headed by the Miles Platting Mission Band, the members 

of which had kindly given their services. A great crowd surged after the band and conveyance 

containing the reservist. When the procession reached Victoria Charnock was carried shoulder high 

from the conveyance to the train amid the plaudits of his admirers, and as the train steamed out of 

the station the cheering of the crowd and the banging of fog signals, brought what proved to be a 

most moving spectacle to a close. (Middleton Guardian, 10 March 1900) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of platform roofing, extension of platform and alterations to 

station buildings at Ormskirk. (Manchester Guardian, 17 March 1900) 

Tender of R Walker, £2,273-2s-2d, to be accepted for platform roofing, extension of platform and 

alterations to station buildings at Ormskirk. (L&YR Minutes, 28 March 1900) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the purchase of old materials comprised in the shops, Nos. 74 to 

100, Rochdale Road, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 31 March 1900) 

April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and completion of a new station at Irlams-o’-th’-Height.

(Manchester Guardian, 7 April 1900) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned widening from Deal Street to Windsor Bridge junction, Salford. 

(L&YR Minutes, 10 April 1900) 

Fish traffic tonnage from Fleetwood for 1899, 5,321. (Railway News, 14 April 1900) 

The Central station, Blackpool, is now undergoing alterations and for the holidays two new arrival 

platforms are being used. The main arrival platform is very broad, with a carriage drive down the 

centre, and a carriage entrance at the south end. Trains can arrive at each side of the platform. The 

station itself has been rebuilt, and a handsome terra-cotta entrance with covered cab way provided, 

a clock tower surmounting it. The old booking hall has been demolished, the space for the public 

greatly extended, and new waiting rooms, parcels’ offices, etc., have also been provided. To cope 

with the summer traffic the main lines are being widened and extra carriage siding accommodation 

provided. A new express line from Kirkham to South Shore is in the course of construction, and an 

additional station is being provided at South Shore. (Manchester Courier, 14 April 1900) 

Report of an accident at Victoria station, Manchester, on Monday, 16th April 1900. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 April 1900) 

A railway accident, the first which has been reported in connection with the Easter holiday traffic, 

occurred at Victoria station, Manchester, on Monday night. A Liverpool and Southport passenger 

train, due out at 10.15pm, every carriage of which was crowded, was standing at the platform 

awaiting the signal to proceed, when it was run into from behind by an empty Bradford excursion 

train. As the brakes of the Liverpool train were on, it offered considerable resistance to the on-

coming train. The last carriage was damaged and was lifted off the wheels, but, strangely, not one of 

the occupants was seriously injured, although several received slight shocks. The stationary train 

suffered at its other extremity as well, all the carriages in between escaping without a scratch. The 

front carriage next to the engine was derailed, and had its buffers chipped and slightly twisted, and 

the passengers in that carriage suffered quite as much from shock and from injuries as the occupants 

of the carriage which had been lifted off its wheels. The incoming train received most damage, but 

fortunately was empty. (Engineer, 20 April 1900, p.411) 
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Tender of E Taylor & Co. £6,893-7s-3d, accepted for new station at Irlams-o’-th’-Height. (L&YR 

Minutes, 24 April 1900) 

Report of a Board of Trade inquiry in an accident at Victoria station on Monday 16th April 1900. 

(Manchester Courier, 28 April 1900) 

May 
Board of Trade reports on accidents at Mill Lane Junction, Bradford on 18th November 1899 and at 

Daisyfield Junction, Blackburn, on 5th December 1899. (Railway Engineer, 5-1900) 

The L&YR invite tenders for erection of a new engine shed and carriage shed at Colne and the 

removal of about 50,000 yards of earthwork. (Manchester Guardian, 1 May 1900) 

Review of Raynar Wilson’s book Railway Signalling. (Railway News, 12 May 1900) 

Tender of E Taylor & Co. £29,723-4s-3d, to be accepted for new engine shed, carriage shed, etc. at 

Colne. Owing to increased price of creosote, E Taylor have increased the Irlams-o’-th’-Height tender 

to £6,983-11-6d. Being still the lowest, this amended tender accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 22 May 1900) 

June 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Low Moor station on 2nd January 1900. Review of Railway

Signalling by H Raynar Wilson. (Railway Engineer, 6-1900) 

The L&YR gas engineer, Henry Fowler, appointed to the same position on the MR. (Engineer, 8 June 

1900, p.591) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of Hildrop Road Bridge, Nelson. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 June 1900) 

It is stated that railway developments of the most unusual character are being proposed by the L&Y 

and L&NW joint companies for St Annes-on-the-Sea. Owing to the rapid growth of the town extra 

accommodation has become absolutely necessary and the companies propose to abolish the present 

station, widen the line by including its platforms, and building a new station at the other end of the 

town adjoining the golf links. As a result the town’s centre of gravity will be moved to a point 

midway between St Annes and Fairhaven and the magnificent main roads of St Annes Road, the 

Crescent and the Bridge will be left practically on the outskirts of the town. (Manchester Courier, 

15 June 1900) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of the superstructure of goods receiving depot and offices in 

Victoria Street, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 16 June 1900) 

The L&YR have agreed a price of 16s per ton at the pits for best Yorkshire brands for locomotive 

coal. (Engineer, 22 June 1900, p.657) 

It is now authoritatively stated that the L&YR and NER Companies have placed their next year’s 

contracts for supplies of locomotive coal at 16/- per ton, the highest price probably ever paid by 

contract for this class of fuel. Last year’s contracts were entered into at 9/9d and 10/6d per ton, so 

that the increase is from 5/6d to 6/6d per ton on the actual price paid for steam coal in 1898 and 

1899 […]. The advance is a very serious one, for even at 5/- per ton it will cost the NER £183,500 

for the year and the L&YR in proportion to its consumption. (Manchester Guardian, 23 June 1900) 

Report and plan of the extension of Manchester Docks (later No.9 dock) and railway plans in 

connection with the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 23 June 1900) 
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It is stated that the L&YR have placed their next year’s contracts for supplies of locomotive coal at 

16s per ton, the highest price probably ever paid by contract for this class of coal. (Manchester 

Courier, 24 June 1900) 

Tender of W Musker, £33,909, to be accepted for erection of goods receiving depot and offices at 

Victoria Street, Liverpool; also that of Tate & Gordon, £3,898-09-8d, for reconstruction of bridge 

over Hildrop Road, Nelson. (L&YR Minutes, 27 June 1900) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the railway between Brighouse (Anchor Pit) and Heaton 

Lodge Junction; for widening the railway between Mirfield (Dewsbury LNWR Junction) and 

Horbury. (Manchester Guardian, 30 June 1900) 

The L&YR and GNR Joint Station Committee invite tenders for widening the railway at Wakefield.

(Manchester Guardian, 30 June 1900) 

July 
On Monday morning, 2nd July 1900 the first of the new powerful L&YR engines was despatched by 

the Goole agent, from the docks to the Goole branch collieries at Acton Featherstone and 

Glasshoughton, with 100 empty wagons, a longer train of vehicles, we understand, than has ever 

previously been hauled by a single engine in the United Kingdom. Later in the day the engine 

returned with sixty fully laden with coal, the aggregate weight being considerably over 1,000 tons. 

(Engineer, 6 July 1900, p.11) 

The L&Y and Midland railways have purchased several acres of land at Colne which will give 

increased facilities in despatching trains, storing full and empty wagons, and relieving the congested 

state of the goods department, in consequence of which a special staff of men are continually 

employed. Several months will elapse before the improvements are fully carried out. (Railway News, 

14 July 1900) 

Samuel Dakin, L&YR inspector at Halifax station, was awarded a silver medal by the Prince of Wales, 

Grand Prior of the order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem, on Wednesday, 11th July 1900, for 

rescuing a man who had fallen on to the rails at Halifax station, in a dense fog, just as a train was 

approaching. (Railway News, 14 July 1900) 

The L&YR announce that on and from Monday, 16th July 1900 the amount of luggage which 

passengers travelling between stations on the companies line will be allowed to carry free of charge 

will be increased to :- First class 150lbs, second class 120lbs, third class 100lbs. (Manchester Courier, 

14 July 1900) 

A new colliery will have access to the L&YR at Crigglestone. A large area of coal has been leased and 

measurements for sidings to the L&YR have been taken. The colliery is to be known as the Haigh 

Moor Colliery. (Engineer, 20 July 1900, p.64) 

Fire broke out in the roof of No.7 platform at Victoria station on Monday, 16th July 1900. No.7 

platform fire brigade, assisted by that from No.6 platform, both under the direction of Inspector 

Rothwell, located the fire close to the Cheetham Hill Road bridge but, having some difficulty, had to 

work from the signal bridge and by 10.30pm, 1¼ hours later had established control. No delay was 

caused to traffic. (Middleton Guardian, 21 July 1900) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £76,561-7s-0d, accepted for widening between Mirfield (Dewsbury LNWR 

Junction) and Horbury, also his tender, £61,133-16-0d, for widening between Brighouse (Anchor Pit) 

and Heaton Lodge Junction; also that of J Patterson & Son £29,856-18-6d, for goods receiving depot 

and offices at Victoria Street, Liverpool. (Note at side, “not accepted”) (L&YR Minutes, 25 July 1900) 
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August 
The L&Y and GN Railway Companies have accepted a tender for widening the railway at and near 

Kirkgate station, Wakefield, and also for other alterations and improvements. (Engineering, 3 August 

1900) 

L&YR meeting report and accounts. The engineer reported that the engine shed and passenger 

station at Rose Grove and the new arrival island platform, new offices and station entrance at 

Blackpool Central have been completed. (Railway News, 4 August 1900) 

J Patterson & Son’s tender for Victoria Street depot, Liverpool, now totals £36,457-18-6d. The work 

to be let to Roberts & Robinson for £34,249-15-11d provided they complete the schedule 

satisfactorily. (L&YR Minutes, 8 August 1900) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th August 1900. It was reported that 

the engine shed and part of the marshalling sidings at Rose Grove and the new island platform and 

offices at Central station, Blackpool were now in use. (Manchester Guardian, 8 August 1900) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th August 1900. (Railway News, 11 

August 1900) 

Chadderton District Council meeting received a report of the Surveyors Committee of 18th July 

1900 in which the L&YR state that the extra cost of rebuilding Mills Hill Bridge 36 feet wide instead 

of 30 feet would be £450. It was resolved that the Council offer to pay the railway company such a 

proportion as was agreed to in the Act of 1887. (Middleton Guardian, 18 August 1900) 

At the fortnightly meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians held on Wednesday 

22nd August 1900 it was stated that a letter had been received from the L&YR inviting the Board to 

enter into negotiations for the sale of the Boards property abutting on the Victoria station. The 

Board directed that a reply be sent intimating that they did not wish to part with any of their 

property. (Manchester Guardian, 23 August 1900) 

Report of the introduction by the L&YR of 0-6-0 goods engines. Board of Trade report of an 

accident at Miles Platting on 14th March 1900. (Railway Engineer, 9-1900) 

September 
A large number of football enthusiasts were waiting at Middleton station to catch the 1.55pm train 

to Manchester. The train arrived seventeen L&YR Minutes late and before it could be shunted to the 

up platform large numbers clambered on to the line and into the empty carriages. Railway officials 

refused to move the stock until it was empty. Police were called and the carriages taken to a siding 

where more attempts were made to board the train. When the police arrived there was a general 

stampede but several had their names taken. Eventually the fully laden train departed at 7.30pm 

arriving at Victoria just after 8.00pm. (Middleton Guardian, 1 September 1900) 

A draft of the reforms to be submitted to the L&YR on behalf of all grades of men in their 

employment:- 

1. Maximum hours to be ten per day; for shunters and signalmen, eight hours. 
2. A guaranteed day and guaranteed week. 
3. Time and a quarter to be paid for all time worked over each day’s standard hours. 
4. Sunday duty between 12 midnight Saturday and 12 midnight Sunday to be paid for at time and a 
half rate. 
5. Night duty, between 6pm and 6am to be paid for at time-and-a-quarter rate. 
6. An advance of 2s per week for all grades.  
(There follows a long report) (Manchester Courier, 3 September 1900) 
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The Brandon Bridge Co. Ltd. of Motherwell, last week secured the contract for all the bridges in 

connection with the widening of the L&YR in the Leeds and Halifax districts. (Engineer, 7 September 

1900, p.239) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and completion of a new warehouse in Bridge Street, 

Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 8 September 1900) 

A new railway is contemplated by the L&YR from Clifton Junction to Broughton, near Castle Irwell, 

Salford. The scheme will involve an expenditure of half a million sterling […]. The new railways, so 

far as can be ascertained, will branch from the existing Bury and Bolton line shortly after leaving 

Clifton station. Bridges will be carried over the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal and the river 

Irwell […]. There will be a connection with Yorkshire via Rochdale and Bury It is also proposed to 

erect a fine new station at Pendleton to serve for both existing ones on the Atherton and Bolton 

lines. It will be nearer Salford, close to Strawberry Road. (Manchester Courier, 17 September 1900) 

October 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Victoria station on 16th April 1900. (Railway Engineer, 10-

1900) 

Tender of Cleveland Bridge & Engineering Co. £60,922-12-11d, to be accepted for new warehouse at 

Bridge Street, Bradford. (L&YR Minutes, 4 October 1900) 

Inspector W Hawkins of Victoria station who has been in the service of the L&YR for upwards of 40 

years owing to failing health has just tendered his resignation to the company. He commenced his 

early railway career as a porter in 1860, and afterwards served in different capacities, until made a 

traffic inspector twenty one years ago. For the last fifteen years he has acted as platform inspector 

on the Ashton, Oldham and Middleton platforms. (Manchester Courier, 23 October 1900) 

Tender of A W Smith, Sons & Senior, £4,421-04-0d, accepted for new luggage bridge at Victoria 

station, Manchester, also that of W Carr, £1,167-12-10d, for retaining walls near east and west ends of 

Blackburn station. (L&YR Minutes, 24 October 1900) 

Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund. (Railway News, 27 October 1900) 

November 
The Aire & Calder Navigation have it in contemplation to increase the area of the docks at Goole, 

owing to the demand for more space for the increasing traffic. For this purpose plans have been 

prepared for the construction of an additional dock. The necessity for this is shown by the increase 

in the number of sea-going vessels which trade with the port. In 1895 the total number of foreign 

and coastwise vessels using the docks was 2,367, with a tonnage of 750,781 tons. In 1899 the 

number was 2,757, with a tonnage of 889,317 tons. In addition to the construction of a basin larger 

than any of those now in use, further facilities are to be afforded for coal shipping, and for the access 

of the trains of the NER Company to the quays, the L&YR Company at present having a monopoly 

of this. A direct passage for the barges coming down the canal and passing out into the river Ouse 

on their way to Hull is also to be provided. These works, as laid out, involve the construction of a 

waterway across one of the main streets of Goole, and also level crossing by the railway. To this the 

town has objected, and has threatened to oppose the scheme in Parliament unless the railway be 

carried across streets by a viaduct. The company contends that this is impracticable, and if the town 

persists in its demand it will not be possible to proceed with the scheme. (Engineer, 2 November 

1900, p.433) 

On Saturday last, 26th October 1900 a girder, 108 feet long, 7 feet 6 inches deep, 2 feet 9 inches 

broad, and weighing 70 tons, was lifted and placed into position at the new L&YR station at Bolton. 

(Engineer, 2 November 1900, p.433) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a large carriage shed and buildings in connection 

therewith at Wakefield. (Manchester Guardian, 3 November 1900) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a timber potato shed and the extension of the gantry at 

Nelson; for alterations at St Luke’s Road and Ash Street, Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 10 

November 1900) 

Report that the L&YR is creating a class of emergency signalmen, such as exist on the LNWR, much 

to the annoyance of the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants. It is said that at Exchange station, 

Bradford, an attempt has been made to compel porters to learn how to work the signal cabin, and 

the same process has been tried at Oldham. At Royton a porter, it is alleged, has been removed and 

reduced because he refused to comply with the demand. The objection the men have is that the 

company want them to learn in their own time and without any extra remuneration, though a 

retaining fee of 2/- per week is offered when they are capable of taking charge of a cabin. (Engineer, 

16 November 1900, p.492) 

Tender of E Taylor & Co. £10,915-13-7d, to be accepted for alterations to St Luke’s Road and Ash 

Street station, Southport. Also that of R Leake & Sons, £12,712-17-4d, for carriage shed, etc. at 

Wakefield. (L&YR Minutes, 21 November 1900) 

The report of Major General C S Hutchinson to the Board of Trade, in reference to the collision 

which occurred on 25th August 1900 at Sandhills No.2 signal cabin, near Liverpool, on the L&YR, has 

been issued. Maj, Gen, Hutchinson has arrived at the collision was caused by a mistake on the part 

of signalman Francis Moran, in giving permission for the MR train to approach the home signal of 

Sandhills cabin No.2 while the L&Y train from Leeds was standing at it. Considering the importance 

and busy nature of this part of the L&Y system, and the number of block instruments and signals to 

which the signalman have to attend, particularly in Sandhills cabin No.2. Maj. Gen. Hutchinson says it 

is desirable that special means – such as are now becoming common on many of the principal 

railways – should be adopted for, as far as possible preventing a signalman for making such a mistake 

as led to the collision. (Engineer, 23 November 1900, p.525) 

In the early hours of Wednesday morning a collision occurred on the L&YR near Brighouse, which 

fortunately was unattended by loss of life, but caused considerable delay and damage to rolling stock. 

It was brought about by the breaking of the coupling of a goods train, thereby leaving several trucks 

and the guard’s van in the rear. A mail train proceeding on the same later collided with the loose 

wagons, reducing them to matchwood. The engine and tender of the mail train left the rails and the 

first coach was wrecked. (Engineer, 30 November 1900, p.544) 

A circular has been issued by the secretary of the Southport and Cheshire Lines Extension Railway 

stating that a provisional agreement, subject to certain contingencies, has been come to with the 

L&YR Company for the acquirement by that company of the Southport Company. The line is 14½ 

miles in length, and runs from Aintree to Southport. By the purchase a few years since of the 

Liverpool, Southport and Preston Junction Railway, the L&YR gained running powers over the 

Extension Railway on a minimum payment of £1,500 per annum. (Engineer, p.544; Engineering, 30 

November 1900) 

December 
Illustrated Interview; J A F Aspinall. (Railway Magazine, 12-1900) 

The Southport and Cheshire Lines Extension Railway reported to shareholders that provisional 

agreement has been come to with the L&YR for the acquisition by that company of this company. 

(Railway News, 1 December 1900) 
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The lease of the L&YR Company’s London office in Mincing Lane expires on 25th March 1901 and 

Mr Skelmerdine has taken the ground floor of 102 Fenchurch Street on a lease for 14 years at a rent of 

£250 per annum, including rates and taxes for the first seven years. (L&YR Minutes, 4 December 

1900) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the booking office at Darwen station; for widening of 

bridge and extension of platforms at Longton Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 7 December 1900) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a van shed and mess rooms at Victoria station, 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 8 December 1900)

Failsworth District Council and local traders have had an interview with the directors of the L&YR 

for the purpose of strongly urging the necessity for a goods station at Failsworth. The directors 

promised that the request should have their careful consideration. (Manchester Courier, 8 

December 1900) 

Tender of A W Smith Sons & Senior, £2,026-14-5d, accepted for van shed and mess rooms at 

Victoria station; also their tender, £1,607-18-7d, for widening bridge and extension of platforms at 

Longton Bridge. (L&YR Minutes, 19 December 1900) 

Yesterday, Tuesday, 18th December 1900 an extra-ordinary meeting of the shareholders of the 

Southport and Cheshire Lines Extension Railway was held at Lord Street station, Southport, to 

consider the proposed sale to the L&YR Company. There was a large attendance, and the proposal 

of the directors met with a good deal of opposition, not so much on account of the sale as such, but 

on account of what was considered the inadequate consideration offered to the ordinary 

shareholders:- The Chairman proposed the confirmation of the provisional agreement under which 

the ordinary shareholders would receive £25 for each £100 share held, the 2 ½ per cent preference 

shareholders would receive a proportionate amount of the L&Y 3 per cent debenture stock, and the 

3 per cent debentures would be exchanged at par for L&Y 3 per cent debentures. He said they had 

been working 16 years, and they were no nearer earning a dividend now than they were at the 

beginning. Although the town and trade had increased very considerably, they had practically the 

same train service as they had 16 years ago, and they did not seem able to move the working 

company (the Cheshire Lines Committee) to do anything to develop the resources of the line. 

Consequently, they had now come to an arrangement with the L&Y Company which, he thought, 

would be beneficial to all classes of shareholders.  

Miss Ackroyd (daughter of the late chairman), representing large holders of ordinary shares, 

seconded the motion; J R Thornton, Rock Ferry, proposed an adjournment of the meeting to see if 

better terms could not be secured for the ordinary shareholder. He maintained that they were being 

sacrificed for the benefit of the preference and debenture holders […]. A point was made of the 

disadvantage of a town suffering under a railway monopoly, such as would be set up by the sale to 

the L&Y Company; but against this it was pointed out that the traders had not shown any active 

sympathy with the Cheshire Lines Extension Railway, and that they had simply used it as a means to 

force concessions from the L&Y Company. Opposition was also made to the proposed payment of 

£1,000 each to the chairman and secretary for the loss of their offices […]. The motion being 

ultimately carried, with a suggestion that the directors should reconsider the apportionment of the 

purchase money to the ordinary shareholders. (Manchester Guardian, 19 December 1900) 

Long report of an accident on Monday, 24th December 1900 at Lower Darwen when a MR express 

train tan into a light engine which had just left Lower Darwen engine shed. (Manchester Courier, 26 

December 1900) 
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1901  
January 

Widening the railway at Blackpool Central. This is a widening for two additional lines […]. 

The rails employed are of steel weighing 86lbs to the yard. Length of each rail is 30 feet. Weight of 

chairs 56lbs each. These are fastened to the sleepers by two treenails and two spikes. The joints of the 

rails are fastened by two fish plates weighing 28lbs per pair with four steel bolts and four lock nuts. 

Sleepers are Baltic timber, creosoted, 9 feet long by 10 ins by 5ins, except the joint sleepers which are 

12 ins by 5 ins and are laid transversely, and the distance from centre to centre is 2 feet 9½ ins, except 

at the joints where the distance is 2 feet. The bottom ballast consists of hand-picked pitching 9 ins 

thick covered with 3 ins of cinders and the top ballast is of cinders. There is one terminal station, 

Blackpool Central, with six main line platforms, the lengths being, respectively, 224, 233, 205, 200, 

183, and 173 yards, and eight excursion platforms, the lengths being, respectively, 208, 196, 217, 207, 

201, 187, 181, and 176 yards […]. There are two engine turntables provided, one at the Central station 

and another on the east side of the railway at 0 miles 41 chains. (L&Y and LNW Railways Widening at 

Blackpool, L&YR Various Powers Act 1901) 

A signalman named Belwright, who was responsible for the collision between the MR Scotch express 

and a light engine at Lower Darwen on Christmas Eve, has been discharged by the L&YR. He had 

been in service as a signalman for twenty one years. (Engineer, 4 January 1901, p.13) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 5 January 1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of connecting lines at Collyhurst, Manchester, 

consisting of about 1¼ miles of railway through Manchester comprising bridges, viaducts, and 

covered way. (Manchester Guardian, 8 January 1901) 

The L&YR are making considerable alterations at Waterfoot. The offices have been enlarged and the 

entrance to the station removed to the Waterfoot end of the building. (Bacup Times, 12 January 

1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and completion of a passenger station at Bowling Junction, 

Bradford. (Manchester Guardian, 12 January 1901) 

Blackpool’s railway service has been greatly improved of late years, and further facilities in this 

direction are about to be made. Operations are now in full swing for widening the existing railway 

between Blackpool Central station and South shore, and from the latter to Kirkham a new line of 

railway is being constructed, which will join the existing line on the Blackpool side of Kirkham 

station. The whole length is expected to be completed for the season of 1903, when Blackpool will 

have a really first class service of trains. The widening from Central to South Shore will be about a 

mile long, and the new line from South Shore to Kirkham will be a length of six miles. At Central 

station the new buildings, waiting rooms, and offices, etc., are now complete and in use, a fine 

commodious booking hall taking the place of the old cramped entrance.  

The contracts for the works have been let in two sections. From Central station to Hawes Side 

Lane the work is in the hands of Mr Thomas Wrigley, contractor, of Manchester; and the section 

from Hawes Side Lane to Kirkham is being done by Messrs Gates and Thomas, contractors, of 

Warrington. The engineer for the whole of the works is Mr W B Worthington, chief engineer to the 

L&YR, while the work is being carried out under the supervision of Mr L Franklin, BE, AMICE, 

resident engineer, at Fleetwood. (Manchester Courier, 14 January 1901) 

Tender of J H Bentley, £8,356-01-11d, accepted for the new station at West Bowling, Bradford. 

(L&YR Minutes, 23 January 1901) 
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The NER has signed two provisional agreements for the acquisition of the undertakings of the Goole 

and Marshland Light Railway and the Isle of Axholme Light Railway. (Engineering, 25 January 1901) 

Report of the L&YR Provident Savings Bank. (Railway News, 26 January 1901) 

Upwards of 200 L&YR lurry men and carters employed at Bolton, Farnworth, Bury, Darwen and 

Chorley have handed in their notices to leave work on Saturday, 26th January 1901 unless their 

demands for an increase of 1/- per week in wages, and a reduction of hours to 56 per week, are 

conceded. We learn, however, that the delay in the collection and delivery of goods has been amply 

guarded against by the engagement of more than an equal number of men to take the place of those 

who may decide to abide by their notices. (Railway News, 26 January 1901) 

Report of the L&YR directors for the meeting to be held on 6th February 1901. (Manchester 

Guardian, 31 January 1901) 

February 
Rapid progress is being made in the new railway from Kirkham to Blackpool Central, and when it is 

completed (in 1903) the distance between the two towns will be shortened by five miles. The new 

line, which is intended for express service, is six miles long, and almost straight. The work is being 

carried out in two sections, T Wrigley, of Manchester, doing that from Blackpool to Hawes Side 

Lane, and Gates & Thomas, of Warrington, the remainder. W B Worthington, chief engineer of the 

L&YR, is the engineer, and L Franklin is the resident engineer. The excavation is about 1½ million 

cubic yards; the brickwork is about 50,000 cubic yards, and the twenty bridges to be erected will 

require some 1,600 tons of steel. In connection with the scheme the Central station has been rebuilt 

and several platforms constructed, and from Chapel Street to near the gas works a large area of 

property has been swept away to make room for twelve sets of rails, which will pass over Chapel 

Street. (Railway Engineer, 2-1901) 

The L&YR engineer reported that the marshalling sidings and extensions at Rose Grove and the 

engine shed at Accrington are completed. (Railway News, 2 February 1901) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday 6th February 1901. It was reported that 

the engine shed at Accrington had been completed; that the diversion of Cheetham Hill Road and 

the covering over of the river Irk was almost complete and Manchester Corporation were now 

laying tram lines on the new bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 7 February 1901) 

The L&YR locomotive coal bill for the half year to 31st December 1900 was £56,190, or 43 per cent 

more than the corresponding period in 1899, although there was a reduction of 60,929 in the train 

miles run. (Engineer, 8 February 1901, p.141) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday 6th February 1901. (Railway News, 9 

February 1901) 

The L&Y and LNW Railways invite tenders for the construction of a bridge over the railway, with 

approaches to the gas works at St-Annes-on-the-Sea. (Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1901) 

On Saturday evening a smoking concert was held at the Blue Pits Hotel, Castleton for the purpose 

of presenting to Mr Atherton, on his retirement after 46 years’ service with the L&YR, of an 

illuminated address and solid silver tea and coffee services, subscribed for by the officials and 

workmen employed on the No.1 District. There was also presented to him a case of pipes and a 

cigar case, subscribed for by the staff employed in the Traffic Department at Victoria station. Mr 

Atherton joined the L&YR at an early age and raised himself in the service to the position of 

permanent way inspector, a position he has filled to the satisfaction of each Chief Engineer. The 

chair, at the meeting, was taken by Mr J Swinburne, MICE, and he was supported by Mr Glen Rose, 
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T B Swinburne and the following permanent way inspectors, Mr Walker, Liverpool; Mr Barton, 

Bolton; Mr Boothby, Moses Gate; Mr Clarkson, Knottingley and also Mr French who succeeds Mr 

Atherton. (Manchester Courier, 12 February 1901) 

Mr Atherton, permanent way inspector of the L&YR No.1 division, Manchester to Rochdale, 

Oldham and Ashton, retired with due ceremony after 46 years’ service. (Railway News, 16 February 

1901) 

Tender of A W Smith Sons & Senior, £116,486, less £2,016 February 6d for old materials, to be 

accepted for Collyhurst Connecting Lines Nos. 1 and 2, Manchester. Also that of Holme & King, 

£1,520-9s-1d, for new platform, footbridge, station buildings, etc. at Thongs Bridge. (L&YR Minutes, 

20 February 1901) 

William Belwright the signalman at the accident at Lower Darwen on 24th December 1900 has died. 

He admitted that he had forgotten an engine standing on the main line. He was immediately 

discharged, and never looked up since, dying literally broken hearted, or in the words of the medical 

certificate, through heart failure through shock. (Manchester Courier, 26 February 1901) 

March 
Illustration and description of 0-8-0 coal engine No.500. (Engineer, 1 March 1901, p.214, 220) 

The L&YR Bill before Parliament includes widenings at Newton Heath-Moston; Castleton-Rochdale; 

Smithy Bridge; Clifton Junction; The Oaks; Bromley Cross; Daisyfield; Ormskirk-Burscough Abbey; 

Lostock Hall-Bamber Bridge; Hoghton; Towneley; New Hey; and Parbold. (Manchester Guardian, 7 

March 1901) 

The L&YR has a new policy in working their goods traffic. Though in the past half year this company 

hauled 33,000 tons of goods more than in the previous half year, the goods train mileage was 

130,000 less so that the goods receipts per train mile improved no less than 3½d. The present 

practise of the L&Y Company, which is probably the result of appointing an engineer as their general 

manager, is to work their coal traffic in trains consisting of sixty loaded wagons, whilst empties are 

taken in trains of 120, these figures being double the corresponding figures on most other English 

lines. Of course very powerful engines are required to work such heavy trains, and it seems that the 

reform has been resisted by the employees and the coal owners, whilst the Board of Trade certainly 

did nothing to support the scheme. (Engineering, 8 March 1901)  

It was estimated that the cost of the extension of the L&YR between Newton Heath and Moston 

would be £92,800 and the widening between Castleton and Rochdale, £83,600. (Middleton 

Guardian, 9 March 1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and completion of a goods warehouse and formation of a 

goods yard at Cherry Tree. (Manchester Guardian, 9 March 1901) 

As from 1st April 1901 some of the West Lancashire line trains will run into Chapel Street station, 

Southport, and all from 1st May 1901 on which date Southport Central station will be closed. (L&YR 

Minutes, 13 March 1901) 

Further details are now to hand concerning the engine explosion upon the Goole branch of the 

L&YR on Monday evening. The noise of the explosion was plainly heard 3½ miles away. The driver 

and stoker were instantaneously killed, one being pitched into a field over the hedge on the up line 

side, and the other being thrown down to the hedge bottom on the other side. A portion of the 

permanent way for about 20 yards was completely torn up, several of the wagons having sunk into 

the earth. The scene was one of terrible confusion.  
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To begin with, strongly enough the engine was only just off the metals, the tyres resting barely clear. 

Neither was the tender, which was in front of the engine, derailed, but the engine boiler, was lifted 

some 25 yards into the field adjoining on the north side. The embankment runs up to some ten feet 

above the level of the field, and the telegraph poles are fixed from the bottom of the embankment; 

but the force of the explosion was sufficient to lift the boiler clean over the wires and deposit some 

25 yards away, making deep dents in the earth where it struck. Parts of the engine and boiler were 

strewn about, and the whole field was full of sleepers, pieces from the shattered wagons, iron 

castings, etc., for 50 or 60 yards while the smoke box was embedded in the earth. The engine dome 

casting was quite 100 yards away, along with two long pieces of copper and lead piping. One wagon 

was half overturned on the up line, but the down line upon which was the train – composed of coal 

wagons, full, from Glasshoughton – was completely wrecked.  

There were fifty two loaded wagons on the train, and of these twenty four were derailed and 

damaged, most of them severely, belonging to the Continental Shipping Company at Goole, the 

colliery, and David Logan of London. (Engineer, 15 March 1901, p.280)  

Report from the Leeds Mercury of the Knottingley 0-8-0 boiler explosion. (Railway Engineer, 4-

1901; 5-1901; 9-1901) Board of Trade report. (Engineer, 9 August 1901) 

On account of the alterations of the road at Ducie Bridge, Manchester, the fire escape hut and 

escape which has been station in that facility for a long time past are temporarily out of use, making 

Derby Street police station and Goulden Street fire station the nearest points at which an alarm of 

fire can be given from that locality. The new bridge in this locality has been built with the object of 

enlarging Victoria station upon the area hitherto covered by the old bridge. An outlay of £50,000 has 

been entailed by the new structure which is on handsome and substantial lines, and which carries the 

public highway from Corporation Street, at Miller Street end to the bottom of Cheetham Hill Road 

by an important diversion. The bridge is fitted with poles and lines for the new electric tramways, 

and with mains for electric lighting. Yesterday the ordinary tramcar traffic on Cheetham Hill and 

Hightown routes was transferred to the new bridge from the old one. The old bridge will shortly be 

removed and will lead to a great alteration of the Victoria station and its precincts.(Manchester 

Courier, 21 March 1901) 

The new Cheetham Hill Road bridge was opened for traffic on Wednesday, 20th March 1901. 

(Middleton Guardian, 23 March 1901) 

Tender of Tate & Gordon, £4,078-0-10d, accepted for goods warehouse, formation of goods yard, etc. 

at Cherry Tree. Owing to errors in Holme & King’s tender, the work at Thongs Bridge to be let to R 

Leake for £1,539-15-3d. (L&YR Minutes, 27 March 1901) 

April 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Sandhills on 25th August 1900. (Railway Engineer, 4-1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the railway and alteration of passenger station at Hapton. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 April 1901) 

The L&YR Company are about to complete the erection of a number of tenement dwellings at 

Cheetham Hill. These have been rendered necessary through the enlargement of the Oldham Road 

goods yard and the consequent demolition of some 214 houses in the neighbourhood. The new 

dwellings, some of which have a frontage to Knowsley Street, are four storeys in height, and are 

similar in design to those already constructed by the Company in Oldfield Road, Salford. They will 

contain accommodation for 120 families, each of which will be provided with a commodious “living” 

room and two bedrooms. The sanitary arrangements are of a complete character, and there will be 

laundries on the roof for the use of tenants. The floor of the roof is to be concreted and protected 

by iron railings, so that it may be used for the two-fold purpose of a drying ground for clothes and a 
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playground for children. Another large enclosed playground is provided on the ground floor in an 

open space between the two main blocks. Weekly rents to be charged for the dwellings are 5/6d on 

the ground floor and the first storey, and 5/3d on the upper storeys. The cost of the buildings 

(including the site) has been about £32,000, and it is estimated that the Company will receive a 

profit of about 4% upon their outlay. (Manchester Guardian, 16 April 1901) 

A number of tenement dwellings are being built at Cheetwood by the L&YR Company, at a total 

cost, including the site, of £32,000. They provide accommodation for 120 families, a living room and 

two bedrooms being set aside for each tenement. The dwellings rise to a height of four storeys, and 

a portion of them front on to Knowsley Street. The roof is to be concreted and enclosed by iron 

railings, and will serve the double purpose of a drying ground and a playground for children. The 

company expect to receive 4 per cent interest upon the outlay. The houses have been provided 

through the enlargement of the goods yard in Oldham Road, and the consequent clearance of 214 

dwellings from the neighbourhood. The rents to be charged for the dwellings are 6s 6d on the 

ground floor and the first storey, and 5s 3d on the two upper storeys. (Manchester Courier, 22 

April 1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and completion of a new provender mill, etc. at Miles 

Platting. (Manchester Guardian, 23 April 1901) 

The L&YR announce the opening of Wyre Dock station for passenger traffic on 1st May 1901. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 April 1901) 

May 
For some time a strong feeling has been manifested itself amongst the porters on the L&YR system 

in consequence of their not receiving what they deem sufficient remuneration. They complain that 

their wages are on 17s for a week of six days of twelve hours each, and that every alternate Sunday 

they have to work between 14 and 17 without extra remuneration. They claim that they ought to be 

paid when working on Sundays, as are ticket collectors, passenger guards, and foremen porters. 

They express determination to secure, if possible, a reduction of two hours per day so that they 

may be placed on the same footing as other trades. In 1897 a programme was formulated by the 

Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants, which, had it come into effect, would have provided 

beneficial to all employees on railways. Since then the men have been more or less discontented, 

and later matters have taken on acute form. The men employed on the L&YR contemplate 

petitioning the directors of the company for better conditions. (Manchester Courier, 4 May 1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and construction of a goods shed and stage at Bullfield, 

Bolton. (Manchester Guardian, 11 May 1901) 

Tender of Tate & Gordon, £11,717-8s-5d, to be accepted for widening line and alterations to 

passenger station at Huncoat; also that of F Morton & Co. £3,136-7-3d, for goods shed and stage for 

the accommodation of Jackson & Sons’ grain traffic at Bullfield, Bolton. The new machine shop at 

Horwich to be erected by Company’s own men. Estimated cost £8,500. (L&YR Minutes, 22 May 1901) 

June 
H Raynar Wilson, signal superintendent of the L&YR, having decided to commence business on his 

own account, asked the Company to release him, and they have consented to do so. (Railway 

Engineer, 6-1901) 

Board of Trade reports of accidents at Pendleton New station on 5th November 1900; at Brighouse 

on 28th November 1900; at Headfield Junction, Dewsbury on 20th November 1900; at Lower 

Darwen on 24th December 1901; at Holbeck on 21st December 1900. (Railway Engineer, 6-1901) 
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The Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies reports that there were 5,114 accounts and deposits of 

£250,982 in the L&YR bank. (Manchester Courier, 5 June 1901) 

Report of the opening of Manchester tramways on 6th June 1901 from Albert Square to Cheetham 

Hill. (Manchester Guardian, 7 June 1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the line at Brighouse, (Contract No.2), diversion of Birds 

Royd Road, Brighouse. (Manchester Guardian, 8 June 1901) 

Tender of J Bentley, £3,038-3s-9d, to be accepted for diversion of Birds’ Royd Road, Brighouse, 

Widening contract No.2. (L&YR Minutes, 26 June 1901) 

The L&YR announce the opening of Irlams-o’-th’-Height station on 1st July 1901. (Manchester 

Guardian, 28 June 1901) 

July 
Last Monday, 1st July 1901 the L&Y Company commenced a new system of loading goods and coal 

trains. Instead of, as heretofore, making up trains by the number of wagons, it has been decided to 

now load by a total tonnage. The engines have been divided into six classes, and commencing with 

the large high-pressure engines which are described as coal engines, they go done to the sixth class 

of small locomotives. Schedules have been drafted showing the load which each engine is expected 

to haul over each section of the line, which have been classified according to gradients. The object of 

the new arrangement is to reduce the number of trains by getting the most possible work out of 

each engine, the gross load being approximate to the maximum tractive power of each locomotive. 

(Engineer, 5 July 1901, p.11) 

The L&YR have just introduced a new system for loading goods and coal trains. (Railway News, 6 

July 1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of Victoria station, Manchester, Contract No.2, 

comprising station roof, platforms, fish yard, etc, and the removal of the old Cheetham Hill Road 

bridge; for the widening of the line from Kirkdale to Walton tunnel, Liverpool. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 July 1901) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of alterations and additional main line connections at 

Low Moor. (L&YR Minutes, 9 July 1901 

The L&YR is stated to have made arrangements at 9s per ton for locomotive coal being for twelve 

months instead of six months as previously. (Engineer, 21 July 1901, p.51) 

An important experiment in the loading of goods and coal trains has been introduced by the L&YR, 

and it is being watched with considerable interest in trading circles in the Yorkshire district. Instead 

of making up trains by the number of wagons, it has been resolved to load by a total tonnage, varying 

according to the capacity of the locomotive. The object of the new arrangement is to reduce the 

number of trains by getting the maximum of work out of each engine. (Engineering, 12 July 1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a goods yard, roofing, offices, etc. and alterations to 

existing buildings at Wapping, Liverpool; for the construction of a goods yard at Upholland Sidings 

between Upholland and Orrell stations. (Manchester Guardian, 13 July 1901) 

The L&YR are seeking powers to construct railways to connect with the Dearne Valley Railway now 

in course of construction. (Engineer, 19 July 1901, p.66) 

Tenders received for the extension of Victoria station, Contract No.2, comprising station roof, 

platforms, fish yard, etc. and removal of the Cheetham Hill Road bridge. The chairman to see Messrs 
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Aston Smith Sons and Senior with a view to obtaining a reduction in the amount of their tender and 

an alteration in the time for completion. Tender of P Tyson, £7,307, to be accepted for construction of 

goods yard, roofing, offices, and alterations to existing buildings at Wapping, Liverpool; also that of 

Tate & Gordon, £3,756-17-0d, for goods yard and sidings between Upholland and Orrell stations. 

(L&YR Minutes, 24 July 1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for excavating and levelling a portion of Bankfield goods yard, Liverpool. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 July 1901) 

August 
The L&YR engineer reported that the Victoria station, No.1 contract and the widening and 

extensions at Blackpool Central are completed. (Railway News, 3 August 1901) 

Owing to errors in P Tyson’s tender, the Wapping work to be let to Holme & King for £7,811-19-7d. 

The engineer having examined the tenders for widening the line from Kirkdale to Walton Junction, 

including opening out Kirkdale tunnel, recommends acceptance of that of J Wilson & Sons, 

£154,922-0-9d. Approved. The engineer has had an interview with Mr Senior of the firm A W Smith, 

Sons & Senior, and it has been arranged to accept their tender, £75,529-06-10d, less £2, 151-12-0d for 

old materials, for the extension of Victoria station, Manchester, Contract No.2. (L&YR Minutes, 7 

August 1901) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th August 1901. It was reported that 

the new Cheetham Hill Road Bridge was opened on 20th March 1901. The extension of Manchester 

Road goods yard, Burnley, was complete. The alterations at St Luke’s Road and Ash Street, 

Southport and the new junction with the West Lancashire line would enable traffic to be run into 

the central station at Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 8 August 1901) 

Board of Trade report of the Knottingley 0-8-0 boiler explosion on 14th March 1901. (Engineer, 9 

August 1901, p.154) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th August 1901. (Railway News, 10 

August 1901) 

The grain elevator at Fleetwood belongs to the L&YR. It was constructed from the plans of English 

engineers, specially sent over to America by the railway company, with the object of combining the 

best features of practise in both countries. The elevator may be said to be on the American 

principle. The grain is taken from the vessel by means of a ship’s leg elevator, 40 feet in length, which 

has buckets 18 inches long, running at 600 feet per minute, and discharging on to a conveying band, 

22 inches wide, running at 700 feet per minute, in a tunnel from the tower to the warehouse. The 

elevator has storage of 150,000 quarters in silos each of 1,000 quarters capacity. There are two 

conveying vans in the basement, which run the whole length of the building, and carry the grain to 

any one of the four elevators that also run at a speed of 600 feet per minute, and supply receiving 

hoppers at the top of the building. There are eight of these hoppers, each of which will hold 10 tons. 

From the hoppers the grain falls into the weigh-bins, from whence it is fed into automatic weighing 

machines. From here the grain is taken to the silos through distributing tubes to be stored. When 

the grain has to be delivered, it is passed on to the delivery silos, and from thence is run into sacks 

for weighing by ordinary beam machines. (Engineering, 9 August 1901) 

A special Great Central Railway train comprising nine corridor dining cars for 68 first class and 126 

third class passengers was arranged for the Duke of Marlborough’s reception at Blenheim Palace on 

Saturday, 10th August 1901. The train left Bradford Exchange at 7.10am picking up passengers at Low 

Moor, Huddersfield, Penistone, Sheffield and Leicester, arriving 11.40am, breakfast having been 

served en route. The train returned from Blenheim at 5.50pm arriving back at Bradford at 10.15pm, 
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dinner having been served. The L&YR supplied the engines for a portion of the journey. (Railway 

News, 10 August 1901) 

Drawings of engines of the L&Y and LNW Railway steamers, Duke of Lancaster, built 1894, and Duke 

of Cornwall, built in 1898. (Engineering, 30 August 1901) 

September 
The largest excursion – probably the longest which ever was organised in Oldham – was the trip to 

Torquay promoted by the Industrial Co-operative Society, for which 2,500 tickets were sold. Seven 

special through trains left the L&YR station in connection with the excursion between eight and 

eleven o’clock on Friday night, 30th August 1901. Most excursionists went for eight days, the day trip 

at 7s 6d entailing two long railway journeys of 270 miles each on consecutive nights being anything 

but attractive. Numerous other special trains were planned and it was estimated that over 20,000 

people left the town on Friday. (Manchester Courier, 2 September 1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a coal stage at Wigan; for the construction and erection 

of a cotton shed at Oldham Werneth. (Manchester Guardian, 13 September 1901) 

The L&Y and LNW Joint Railways invite tenders for the construction of a goods warehouse, offices, 

stables, etc. at St. Annes-on-the-Sea. (Manchester Guardian, 21 September 1901) 

Commencing on Monday, 30th September 1901 arrangements have been made with the railway 

companies and George Beaumont to establish an omnibus service between Oxford Road, Central 

and Victoria stations, Manchester, at a charge of 1d per passenger and 1d per package of luggage in 

reasonable quantities. The service will leave the stations about every 20 Minutes between the hours 

of 8am and 8pm […]. The omnibuses will be available also for city passengers at a penny fare and are 

capable of seating 32 passengers. (Manchester Courier, 26 September 1901) 

The tender of S Warburton, £9,715-04-3d, to be accepted for cotton shed at Oldham Werneth; also 

that of J D Nowell & Sons, £155,729-07-6d, less £1,200 for old materials, accepted for the Kirkdale 

widening in lieu of that of J Wilson & Sons, the letter accepting the latter tender having been crossed 

by a letter from Wilson withdrawing it. (L&YR Minutes, 26 September 1901) 

October 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of new offices at King Edward Street and Saville Street, 

Hull. (Manchester Guardian, 22 October 1901) 

Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund. (Railway News, 26 October 1901) 

November 
George Gaskell, Ince station master, has been appointed Clifton Junction station master in 

succession to Henry Stopforth who has been appointed Chorley station master. J Wolstenholme, 

booking clerk at Clifton Junction, has been promoted to Darcy Lever station master. (Manchester 

Courier, 2 November 1901) 

A church parade of the Pendleton branch of the Associated Society of Railway Servants took place 

yesterday afternoon, 3rd November 1901. (Manchester Courier, 4 November 1901) 

Report of the 3.55pm train from Manchester to York running into fog at Todmorden was diverted, 

by mistake, into a loop line and crashed into a pilot engine. (Manchester Courier, 5 November 1901) 

Reports of accidents at Newton Heath, Todmorden and Windsor Bridge on Tuesday, 5th November 

1901. (Manchester Courier, 6 November 1901) 
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During the dense fog on Monday evening a L&Y express train from Manchester to York got on the 

wrong line when passing Todmorden and ran into a pilot engine. Three coaches were wrecked and 

the engine damaged. Several passengers were injured. (Engineer, 8 November 1901, p.481) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of a cotton and machinery shed and the re-

erection of a timber gantry at Halliwell goods yard; for widening the line and reconstruction of station 

platforms at The Oaks station. (Manchester Guardian, 9 November 1901) 

The L&YR main line was flooded yesterday, 12th November 1901 near Walsden station. The 

permanent way was converted into a lake. (Manchester Courier, 13 November 1901) 

The Board of Trade issued a report dealing with the complaint as to the long hours of engine drivers 

and firemen employed on the L&YR at Wigan and found that grounds for complaint existed and a 

revised schedule was ordered. The company have since informed the Department that instructions 

have been given that drivers shall apply for relief after the completion of ten hours duty. 

(Manchester Courier, 14 November 1901) 

A statement has been made by the L&YR contemplating the increase of the shipping business 

between England and Ireland by the purchase of the steamers owned by the Drogheda Steam Packet 

Company. (Engineer, 15 November 1901, p.508) 

 Notice of the L&YR Bills; 

1. the transfer of the Southport and Cheshire Lines Extension Railway, 

2. the purchase of the Drogheda Steam Packet Company, 

3. various powers, widenings, etc.  

(Manchester Guardian, 19 November 1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the foundations of a warehouse at Bankfield goods yard, Liverpool. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 November 1901) 

Tender of T & W Meadows, £5,862-14-4d, to be accepted for cotton and machinery shed and re-

erection of timber gantry in goods yard at Halliwell; also that of J C & F Woods, £2,695-10-1d, for 

widening line and reconstruction of station platforms at The Oaks. (L&YR Minutes, 20 November 

1901) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new mineral yard, new road and widening of 

bridge, etc. at Wardleworth. (Manchester Guardian, 26 November 1901) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the widening of the railway at Entwistle. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

November 1901) 

Aspinall paper Train Resistance to Civil Engineers. (Engineer, 29 November 1901, p.560) 

December 
H A Hoy, chief mechanical engineer of the L&YR has designed and built at the company’s works, at 

Horwich, a steam lorry for the delivery and collection of goods. The engine is a vertical compound. 

The boiler is also vertical, and is fired with gas coke. The weight is 2 tons 19 cwt and it carries a load 

of 4 tons. The engine, by means of a pitch chain, drives on to a countershaft, and the rear wheels are 

driven by similar pitch chains from the countershaft. (Railway Engineer, 12-1901) 

Report that the L&YR has placed several large orders in South Yorkshire for locomotive coal at a 

low rate. (Engineer, 6 December 1901, p.570) 
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Report of the Court of the Railway and Canal Commissioners heard the case of the Lancashire Brick 

and Terra Cotta (Baxenden) Co. Ltd. vs. the L&YR Company, on Thursday, 5th December 1901. It 

was stated that on 27th September 1894 under an agreement with the railway company they (the 

Lancashire Brick and Terra Cotta Co. Ltd) constructed on their own land and land adjoining and 

belonging to the respondent a siding, with branches, for their traffic (at Baxenden). They had built up 

a considerable traffic over the siding but on 16th June 1900 the Company gave them six months’ 

notice to terminate the agreement, and acting on that notice they severed the connection. The 

L&YR Company stated that the siding was on a gradient of 1 in 96 or 1 in 98 and was unsafe and 

dangerous and it interfered with the proper management of the railway. They also stated that they 

were not bound to provide these facilities because the applicants used the siding, not merely for 

their traffic, but for the traffic of other persons. The Company were willing to resume the 

agreement provided the applicants restricted the use of their siding to their own traffic. The Court 

held that the applicants were entitled to have connection between their siding and the railway, and 

that their siding traffic did not cause inconvenience to the railway company’s own traffic. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 December 1901) 

Mr Ben Shaw, the L&YR goods manager, was given a complimentary dinner in connection with his 

retirement at the end of the year, at the Exchange Hotel, Manchester, last Friday. Mr J Wharton 

who succeeds Mr Shaw presided. (Manchester Courier, 10 December 1901) 

The L&YR have appointed J Wharton goods manager in succession to Ben Shaw, who retires this 

month after forty eight years’ service in various capacities. Mr Wharton, a native of Heckmondwike, 

was formerly district goods superintendent of the Yorkshire Division and at present is assistant 

goods manager at Hunts bank. (Manchester Guardian, 11 December 1901) 

Haslingden has had a grievance ever since the L&YR was taken to the town […] they placed the 

station in such a place that on a passenger arriving there he must climb a stiff incline and then 33 

steps to get into the town. The station is the nightmare of many commercials. Various schemes have 

been promoted to secure an improvement […]. The Tradesmen’s Association mean to agitate for 

the removal of the passenger station to the foot of Prinny Hill and for opening a new road. 

(Manchester Courier, 14 December 1901) 

Board of Trade report into the accident at Todmorden on 4th November 1901. (Manchester 

Courier, 16 December 1901) 

The retirement of Ben Shaw, goods manager of the L&YR takes place this month, after 48 years’ 

service in various capacities. The directors have appointed Mr Wharton, of Heckmondwike, to 

succeed him. (Engineer, 20 December 1901, p.629) 

Mr Hoy has been instructed to build two 32 ton bogie wagons. (L&YR Minutes, 17 December 1901) 

Tender of R Wearing & Sons, £6,870, accepted for excavation and foundations of new warehouse, 

etc. at Bankfield goods yard, Liverpool; also that of Tate & Gordon, £16,551-16-6d, for widening at 

Entwistle, also their tender, £9,467-01-3d, for new mineral yard, new road, widening bridge, etc. at 

Wardleworth. (L&YR Minutes, 18 December 1901) 

The L&YR are reported to be constructing, at their Newton Heath works, a number of high capacity 

wagons, to be used in certain descriptions of their goods and mineral traffic. When empty the 

wagons weigh 14 tons 15 cwt and they are to carry a load of 32 tons, or more than equal to the 

loads of three standard four wheel wagons. (Engineer, 27 December 1901, p.663) 

It is already known that, subject to the L&YR being able to conclude a final agreement with the CLC,  

a provisional agreement has been entered into between the L&YR Company and the Southport and 

Cheshire Lines Extension Railway Company. Under this agreement the Southport Company agree to 
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sell and the L&Y Company to purchase the undertaking of the Southport Company freed and 

discharged from all pecuniary liabilities. The purchase is to take effect on and from the first of July 

1902, up to which date the Southport Company are to provide all outgoings in connection with their 

undertaking. The consideration for the purchase by the L&Y Company is to be the creation and 

issue by the L&Y Company of £332,900 debenture stocks, charged upon their undertaking and 

carrying interest as and from the first of July 1902, in perpetuity at the rate of 3% per annum. Of this 

debenture stock £198,400 is to be vested in the existing holders of the £198,400 3% guaranteed 

debenture stock of the Southport Company pro rata in proportion to their holdings; £62,500 of the 

debenture stock is to be distributed among the holders of the £75,000 2½% preference stock of the 

Southport Company, and £72,000 of the debenture stock is to be distributed among the holders of 

the £288,000 ordinary stock of the Southport Company. Upon the completion of the purchase the 

L&Y Company further undertake to pay to the Southport Company the cost of making the new 

station on the Southport Company’s railway at Seaside and £1,000 to J H Peck, the secretary of the 

Southport Company, as a compensation for loss of office. (Manchester Guardian, 28 December 

1901) 

The Old Tramway Bridge over the river Ribble at Preston has seven spans, two of 45 feet 2ins, two of 

44 feet, one of 44feet 6ins, one of 43 feet and one of 42 feet 6 ins, all with an average headway in the 

centre of 15 feet 9 ins above average High Water ordinary Spring Tides. The L&YR Preston 

Extension bridge has three spans, two of 99 feet 6 ins and one of 98 feet 7 ins, all with an average 

headway in the centre of 36 feet 4 ins above average High Tide ordinary Spring Tides. (L&YR Various 

Powers Session 1901. Plans and Sections p.20.) 
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1902  
January 

Subject to the L&YR being able to conclude a final agreement with the CLC,  a provisional 

agreement has been entered into between the L&YR Company and the Southport and Cheshire 

Lines Extension Railway Company. Under this agreement the L&YR agree to purchase the 

undertaking free and discharged from all pecuniary liabilities, to take effect on and from the first of 

July 1902. On completion of the purchase the L&Y Company undertake to pay the cost of the new 

station at Seaside, Southport. (Railway News,4 January 1902) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 4 January 1902) 

The L&Y and LNW Joint Railways invite tenders for the erection and completion of a new station at 

South Shore, Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian, 7 January 1902) 

Tender of E Taylor & Co. £1,766 March 9d, accepted for extension of culvert in connection with 

tipping on land required for sidings at Moses Gate. (L&YR Minutes, 22 January 1902) 

Board of Trade report of an accident at Todmorden on 4th November 1901, and at the same place 

on 5th November 1901; at Bowling Tunnel on 24th October 1901. (Railway Engineer, 2-1902) 

February 
The L&YR engineer reported that the engine shed and workshops at Wortley; the widening at 

Wakefield; the new West Lancashire Railway platform at Ash Street, Southport; and the new station 

at Bowling Junction had been completed. (Railway News, 1 February 1902) 

The L&YR announce tenders for the widening of the line between Bromley Cross and King William 

goods station; for widening the line at Clifton Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 4 February 1902) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th February 1902. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 February 1902) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th February 1902. (Railway News, 8 

February 1902) 

The Court of Appeal upheld the appeal by the L&YR on Monday, 17th February 1902 against the 

decision of the Railway and Canal Commissioners on Thursday, 5th December 1901. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 February 1902) 

Tender of T Wrigley, £4,083-11-7d, accepted for widening between Bromley Cross and King William 

Siding; also that of J & H Bentley, £4,288, for widening near Clifton Junction. (L&YR Minutes, 19 

February 1902) 

The L&YR coal bill for the half year to December 1900 was £186,779 and for the same period of 

1901 £146,280. (Engineering, 21 February 1902) 

March 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Windsor Bridge, Salford on 5th November 1901. (Railway 

Engineer, 3-1902); Comment on the accident. (Engineer, 14 March 1902) 

Report of an accident at Todmorden. (Manchester Courier, 1 March 1902) 

In order to deal with probably a large increase in the number of horses which they will be called 

upon to carry to Manchester owing to the proximity of their railway stations to the new racecourse, 

the L&YR Company are constructing an extensive loading mound at Brindle Heath. The mound will 
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be 400 feet long by 35 feet wide and will be situate on a part of their property where during the day 

time but little shunting is going on, thus securing that quiet and freedom from excitement advisable 

when dealing with racehorses. The loading mound will be just over three quarters of a mile from the 

entrance to the racecourse, and the road to be traversed is through good and quiet streets. 

(Manchester Evening News, 8 March 1902) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of the Crigglestone to Haigh widening and the junction 

with the new fork line. (L&YR Minutes, 11 March 1902) 

The Board of Trade has issued the reports of collisions that occurred during the month of 

November last. The first is one at Windsor Bridge No.3 signal box, Salford, on the L&YR, where a 

driver passed at least four signals, and probably five, at danger during a dense fog, and came into 

collision with another train. It is only fair to the company to state that circumstances were very 

much against them with regard to the first two signals the driver ignored. The first signal was 

Pendleton Old Station distant, and here a detonator was on the rail, but the explosion was not loud 

enough for the trainmen to hear, and as a detonator is removed when a signal is off, the driver was 

misled as to the position of the distant signal. The next signal was the outer home, but the fogman 

there was occupied at the moment in attending another signal for the opposite direction, so that the 

driver got no warning there, and so kept on until he came to the inner home. Here, unfortunately, 

there was no fogman, although the same post carried the outer up distant for Windsor bridge No.3 

box. The reason for this, as given in the report, is that there is only a space of 4ft 8½in between the 

two lines, instead of the usual 6ft. This cannot be the real reason, as fogmen do not stand in the six 

foot; but apparently there is a want of space near the signal; but could not that have been met in 

some way?...The driver got no warning, and proceeding on his way, came to Pendleton starting, 

which also has upon it the inner up distant for Windsor Bridge No.3. There the fogman shouted to 

the driver, “One off,” but he could not show a light, because he had no lamp. (Engineer, 14 March 

1902, p.258) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a carriage shed, offices, etc. at Irlams-o’-th’-Height. 

(Manchester Guardian, 15 March 1902) 

Tender of E Taylor & Co. £11,093-15-3d, accepted for carriage shed, offices, etc. at Irlams-o’-th’-

Height; also their tender £20,902-0-3d, for warehouse, etc. in Commercial Road, Liverpool, for 

Messrs Tillotson s. (L&YR Minutes, 26 March 1902) 

April 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Chew Moor, Westhoughton. (Railway Engineer, 4-1902) 

Report of the new vestibule train introduced by the L&YR for their Blackpool service. (Manchester 

Evening News, 3 March 1902) 

The L&YR Company started a new corridor train between Manchester and Blackpool yesterday 

afternoon, Thursday, 3rd April 1902. It has been built at the carriage works of the company at 

Newton Heath, and is finely equipped. The special purpose of the new train is to add to the comfort 

of the many Manchester businessmen who live in Blackpool, and who travel each day between the 

two paces. The L&Y Company have done a good deal to serve the convenience of their passengers 

on the Manchester and Blackpool line. Some years ago they arranged a “travelling Railway Club” for 

Manchester people living at Lytham, St. Anne’s and Blackpool, and that experiment has proved a 

great success. Become a member of the club and you enter a select circle, with a choice of your 

immediate companionship. The company have furnished some particulars in regard to the train.  

Leaving Blackpool Central at 8.12am, it returns from Manchester at 5.10pm. It is a train regularly 

used by businessmen, and generally runs well filled. It is composed of eight vehicles, arranged as 

follows;  
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1st. five compartment 3rd class van;  
2nd. 1st class vestibule;  
3rd. 1st class vestibule;  
4th. 1st class vestibule;  
5th. 2nd and 3rd class composite vestibule;  
6th and 7th. club carriages;  
8th. five compartment 3rd class van.  

The vehicles are so arranged that the first class coaches are in proximity, enabling passengers to 

walk the length of them and at any time to find a seat. It is generally considered that a side corridor, 

as adopted to some extent in this country, does not meet a want of the public; in this stock the 

corridor has been designed down the centre of the vehicle, and this is an improvement, but it 

necessitates stock being built up to the limits of the gauge. The four vestibule carriages in this train 

are so built, being 9 feet wide over the outside of the panels, or one foot wider than English stock 

with side doors. The doors of each carriage are at the corners, as is the case with American and 

Continental carriages. There are two compartments in each coach; for the smoking fraternity there 

are 18 seats and for non-smokers 24. There is an electric light installation; the current being derived 

from small dynamos under each coach, driven from one of the axles, storage batteries being allowed 

to provide for contingencies.  

The 1st class carriages are 56 feet long over the ends. The timber in the inside is walnut, picked out 

with gold, with inlaid panels of blistered walnut, sycamore, and Lincrusta. The upholstery is Epingle, 

matched with a flooring of Brussels carpet. The heating is done by steam from the engine, as on 

other trains run on the system. Passengers can with the utmost ease regulate the heat to their own 

liking. Passenger communication is established by means of a chain running inside the carriage, just 

over the windows. The company was one of the first in the country to fit this method of 

communication. About half its stock is now so fitted. All through the train, from end to end, are 

photographs, maps, and mirrors. The photographs, placed in the partitions and at the ends of the 

seats, prettily indicate the places of beauty on or near to the line, such, for instance, as Bolton 

Abbey, and of the hill country in the north of Lancashire. The accommodation of the train is for 124 

1st, 32 2nd, and 132 3rd class passengers. (Manchester Guardian, 4 April 1902) 

The club train leaving Victoria station for Blackpool each day at 5.10pm and returning from the 

seaside each morning, leaving Blackpool at 8.18am, left yesterday evening, Thursday, 3rd April 1902, 

in new guise, the company having put on an entirely new train, and built in a more commodious and 

also more luxuriously appointed manner than even the L&YR Company – pioneers themselves of 

pleasant journeying to Blackpool – have set themselves to provide. 

The new train comprises a five compartment 3rd class van, following which are three vestibule 1st

class carriages and a vestibule composite 2nd and 3rd class carriage. There is through central 

communication all down the centre of the vestibule carriages. The Travelling Railway Club carriages 

follow next, and then another new five compartment 3rd class van. The accommodation, exclusive of 

the Club carriages, is for 124 1st class, 32 2nd class, and 132 3rd class passengers, two 1st class cars 

carrying 42 passengers each, and the other 40, whilst the composite vestibule carries 32 2nd and 32 

3rd class passengers.  

On entering, the first impression given is that of extreme roominess for carriages on our narrow 

gauge system. This has been obtained by building them to the extreme outside width allowed, 

namely nine feet. They are thus one foot wider than usual. Thus there are no steps, or handles, not 

even a hinge projecting. This gives the train a remarkable neat appearance from outside. The 

corridor, or gang way, is down the centre, as in dining cars, the passengers being arranged facing 

each other, two and two on one side of it and one and one on the other. There is a smoking 

compartment at the end of the 1st class carriages.  

The doors of the vehicles are at the corners, placed somewhat similarly to those on American and 

Continental vehicles. The 1st class vestibule vehicles are 56 feet long over the ends, and are carried 
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on four wheeled bogies. They are beautifully upholstered and heated by a system the L&Y have 

generally adopted. They are supplied with the improved method of communication which this 

company was the first to introduce. The electric lighting system of the carriages is exceedingly 

interesting by reason of the cleverness of the mechanism. The current is derived from small 

dynamos under each coach driven for one of the axles. There are storage batteries also, which are 

charged from the dynamos, and in a clever way it is automatically arranged that the amount actually 

required as nearly as possible shall only be made. The dynamos are effective when the train moves at 

20 mph. When an excess of electricity is being stored the belt automatically slips so that there is as 

little waste by over manufacture as possible. Complicated as the system briefly described may 

appear, it is so simply constructed that it can be attended to by an ordinary servant of the company. 

The appearance of the train last night was a surprise to passengers and those on the platform. It was 

well patronised for its first journey, and when lighted up was a very striking sight. (Manchester 

Courier, 4 April 1902) 

The House of Commons Committee considers the L&YR (Steam Vessels) Bill regarding the 

purchase of the Drogheda Steam Packet Company. (Railway News, 26 April 1902) 

May 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Pendleton New station on 11th January 1902. (Railway 

Engineer, 5-1902) 

This evening, 1st May 1902, a new corridor train between Manchester and Southport will make its 

first run. It will form the 5.00pm express from Victoria, and will run daily, Sundays excepted, from 

Southport to Manchester at 8.10am returning from Manchester to Southport at 5.00pm. The new 

train is similar to one which commenced to run betwixt Manchester and Blackpool on the 3rd ult. It 

has been built at the Carriage Works of the L&Y Company at Newton Heath, and is finely equipped 

being composed of seven vehicles, arranged as follows; Five compartment 3rd class van; No.1. 

vestibule 2nd and 3rd class; No.2. vestibule 1st class; No.3. vestibule 1st class; No.4. vestibule 1st class; 

No.5. vestibule 2nd and 3rd class; five compartment 3rd class van. The vehicles are so arranged that 

the 1st class coaches are together, thus enabling passengers to walk the length of them at any time to 

find a seat. The three rear vehicles will run through and to Birkdale. The whole train is illuminated 

by electric light. The total accommodation of the train is for 128 1st class, 64 2nd class, and 164 3rd

class passengers. (Manchester Evening News, 1 May 1902) 

The L&YR commenced last evening, Thursday, 1st May 1902 to run a new corridor train between 

Manchester and Southport. The new train is similar to the one placed on the express service 

between Manchester and Blackpool on 3rd April 1902 and it will, in future, form the 8.10am express 

from Southport to Manchester, returning from Manchester to Southport at 5.00pm. It has been built 

at the carriage works of the company at Newton Heath and is luxuriously appointed. There are 

seven vehicles, arranged as follows;  

1st. a five compartment 3rd class van;  
2nd. 3rd. 4th. and 5th. 1st class vestibules;  
6th. 2nd and 3rd class composite vestibule;  
7th. a five compartment 3rd class van.  

The whole train is fitted with electric light and heating apparatus and also with an improved method 

of passenger communication by means of a chain running inside the vehicles just above the windows. 

The vehicles are so arranged that the first class carriages are together, thus giving the different class 

passengers a minimum of trouble to find vacant seats. The three rear vehicles of the train run 

through to and from Birkdale. The total accommodation is for 126 1st. 64 2nd. and 164 3rd. class 

passengers. (Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1902) 

The L&Y and LNW Joint Railways announce tenders for the construction of roads, bridge over the 

railway, passenger station, goods warehouse, etc. at Ansdell. (Manchester Guardian, 10 May 1902) 
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An important public work which is now in progress in Manchester is the extension of Victoria 

station. Operations have been going on for a considerable length of time, some twelve months 

having elapsed since a start was made, but such is the magnitude of the undertaking that another 

year at least will be required to complete it. When the job is finished four platforms will have been 

added to the existing accommodation, together with a suite of offices, waiting rooms and 

refreshment rooms worthy of so important a railway centre.  

Nothing more strikingly illustrated the development of the company’s system, or growth of the 

population which it serves than a steady increase in the volume of traffic which flows daily to and 

from Victoria station. It was thought when the extension on the Cheetham side was carried out that 

it would suffice for a long time to come, yet not many years had elapsed ere the daily increasing 

requirements of the public brought home to the minds of the directors the necessity for a further 

enlargement. For the purposes of the present extension the land between the existing station and 

Long Millgate has been absorbed, and the Irk bridged over. The latter was a work which presented 

no small engineering difficulties. It became necessary to divert the course of the river for a distance 

of 200 yards from Victoria station to Miller Street. A lot of old property in Long Millgate had also to 

be demolished; another item was the taking down of the row of lock-up shops in Victoria Approach 

– a part of the operations which remains to be completed; and the removal of a portion of the 

existing station, which work is now going on, was also necessary. The four new platforms which will 

be constructed on the land which has been absorbed and upon the arch over the river will be 

utilised for local traffic. The trains now arriving and departing from platforms 1, 2, 3, and 4 will run 

to and from the extension, while on the outside on Long Millgate side plans provide for special and 

extensive accommodation for dealing with the fish traffic and theatrical luggage. A idea of the size of 

the extension will be gathered from the statement that its width is no less than ninety three yards. 

When it is added that including the addition the station will cover an area of 50,000 square yards it 

will be realised that as regards extent and the number of platforms there are few, if any, in the 

provinces to equal it. The new portion will be covered by a roof of two large spans. It is not 

proposed to continue the existing subway, but the present luggage bridge will be extended so as to 

serve the new part, and upon each of the additional platforms there will be a hoist to this bridge. 

The principal feature of the extension from the public point of view will be a range of buildings 

which will occupy the entire front of Victoria Approach between Long Millgate and the existing 

building facing Hunts Bank, a distance of 130 yards. To make room for this structure the existing 

booking hall will be demolished. The plans show a building of very handsome appearance, several 

storeys high. On the ground floor will be a series of waiting rooms, dining rooms, and refreshment 

rooms, pierced at intervals with entrances and exits. One prominent feature of the design is a 

booking hall of noble proportions which will be placed opposite the existing general offices in the 

Approach. The upper storeys will be devoted to office accommodation. Premises adjoining the 

existing booking hall, which are now used for that purpose, will then no longer be required, and 

their general removal will give additional platform space. The design generally shows that the 

undertaking has been entered into with a thoroughness which leaves nothing to be desired. The 

requirements of the present have been met and the needs of the future anticipated in the fullest 

sense. The extension has been planned by Mr W B Worthington, the company’s chief engineer, and 

the architectural portion of the scheme will be erected from the designs of Mr H Skelmerdine, the 

company’s architect. The work is being carried out under the supervision of Mr J S Chorlton, 

resident engineer; and the contractors are Messrs Smith Sons and Senior. (Manchester Evening 

News, 14 May 1902) 

The L&YR have decided to grant a day’s holiday on Coronation Day without deduction of pay, to all 

servants of the company on the permanent wages list […] those who cannot be at liberty due to 

traffic requirements will either be paid an extra day’s wages or allowed a day’s holiday on a 

convenient occasion without stoppage of pay. The salaried staff will also be allowed a day’s holiday 

under the same conditions. (Railway News, 17 May 1902) 
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The tender of R Waring & Sons, £27,081, accepted for superstructure of new warehouse in Bankfield 

goods yard, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 28 May 1902) 

June 
Board of Trade report of an accident in Millwood tunnel, Todmorden, on 28th February 1902. 

(Railway Engineer, 6-1902) 

Mechanical Fog Signal Appliance; the invention of J H Pinder, an official on the L&YR, has, for its 

object, the placing of detonators on the rails by mechanical means. (Engineer, 6 June 1902, p.566/7) 

Tender of Morton & Co. £3,428-3s-4d, to be accepted for the reconstruction of the viaduct over the 

Leeds and Liverpool Canal and the river Douglas between Gathurst and Appley bridge. (L&YR 

Minutes, 24 June 1902) 

July 
Rochdale station “closed”. Collecting tickets at Castleton discontinued. (Middleton Guardian, 5 July 

1902) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the line at Brighouse (Contract No.3), including earthwork, 

coal yard, goods yard, goods shed, loading mound, etc. (Manchester Guardian, 5 July 1902) 

The L&YR report that consequent upon the retirement of Edmund Young on the 30th July 1902, John 

Hassall has been appointed chief cashier. (Railway News, 5 July 1902) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned, subject to conditions, use of the Horbury Fork Line. (L&YR 

Minutes, 8 July 1902) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a railway from Crofton to Shafton; for the diversion 

of a portion of Lillands Lane, Brighouse. (Manchester Guardian, 12 July 1902) 

The L&YR has paid 8s 9d per ton for its supplies of locomotive coal during the past half year. 

(Engineer, 18 July 1902, p.57) 

The contract for the new station at Ansdell has been let to T Wrigley, erection will commence 

immediately. (Middleton Guardian, 26 July 1902) 

August 
The Board of Trade report of an accident at Bradford on 12th February 1902. (Railway Engineer, 8-

1902) 

Report of the Hoy-Aspinall 0-8-0 coal engine with cylindrical firebox. (Engineer, 1 August 1902, 

p.112, 118) 

L&YR report. (Railway News, 2 August 1902) 

The tender of Whittaker Bros. £145,760, to be accepted for the railway from Crofton to Shafton.

(L&YR Minutes, 6 August 1902) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 6th August 1902. (Manchester 

Guardian, 7 August 1902) 

The Southport and Cheshire Lines Extension Railway report that the L&YR having been unable to 

come to terms with the CLC with regard to the transfer to them of the Southport and Cheshire 

Lines Extension Railway they have withdrawn the Bill in Parliament in April last. (Railway News, 9 

August 1902) 
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Extract from the Blue-book highlighting ten of the 18 accidents reported to have happened during 

fog, three occurred on the L&YR, that occurred during the three months ending December 31st last. 

These include Windsor Bridge, near Salford, when a driver ran by one distant and three stop signals 

at danger. 

Of the cases where the signalman’s actions led to trouble one at Todmorden the signalman assumed 

that an approaching train, for which he had lowered his signals, had come to a stand in the station, 

so he put his signals to danger and opened the branch points to let off a light engine. The first train 

was, however, an express, which could not pull up, and ran on to the branch and came into collision 

with the light engine. Nothing, we think, could have prevented the signalman making the mistake he 

did after he had committed the original error that the York express was the Burnley train. The train 

was already close to his signals when he reversed them, and, we report, no device has been 

submitted which would have stopped the signalman from turning the train on to the branch. 

Also at Todmorden the signalman called a train back off the down line, intending it to go on to the 

up line; but the points in the up line giving access to the up loop were open, and the train therefore 

proceeded on to that line and came into collision with a goods train. This accident might possibly 

have been avoided had shunting signals existed, as then the signalman would most likely have noticed 

that the points were wrong, and had there been a separate signal for each direction, then trainmen 

would have noticed the error if the signalman did not. (Engineer, 15 August 1902, p.153) 

Supplement and specification of the 0-8-0 locomotive with the cylindrical firebox. (Engineer, 15 

August 1902, p.165) 

A singular explosion occurred on Tuesday, 19th August 1902 in a tunnel at the north end of 

Liverpool in connection with the widening of the L&YR, resulting in injury to six men. One of the 

labourers was carrying a number of blasting cartridges from one part of the tunnel to another. He 

had them in his left hand, pressed against his body, while in his right hand he held a lighted candle. It 

is supposed he slipped and fell, causing the candle to come in contact with the cartridges, which 

exploded with a loud report. The man was badly burned and cut about the face, hands, and body, 

whilst five other men who were working near were also injured. (Engineer, 22 August 1902, p.185) 

September 
The L&YR invite tenders for the removal of excavation and erection of new carriage shed at Lostock 

Hall; for the erection of a new engine shed, etc., and widening of bridge at Wigan; for the 

construction of bridges, retaining walls, etc. for widening of the line at Middleton Junction.

(Manchester Guardian, 6 September 1902) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £35,388-15-0d, to be accepted for new engine shed and widening of a bridge 

at Wigan; also his tender, £12,505-04-8d, for bridges, retaining walls and widening of line at 

Middleton Junction, and £7,574, for carriage shed at Lostock Hall. (L&YR Minutes, 25 September 

1902) 

October 
The Board of Trade report of an accident at Liverpool Exchange station on 22nd May 1902. (Railway 

Engineer, 10-1902) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of bridge and excavation, etc., for alterations to the goods 

yard at Burnley Bank Top. (Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1902) 

The L&YR Company has, for several years, been quietly making rapid strides in sending officials to 

America for follow railway development there. When Mr Aspinall was the chief mechanical engineer 

two of his principal assistants visited America reporting on what was of interest to their own 

department. When Mr Aspinall was appointed general manager further officials were sent to report 

on civil engineering, traffic working and statistics. These visits resulted in a number of improvements 
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being introduced on the L&YR […]. Following the new design of express passenger engine a number 

of eight coupled engines for mineral and goods traffic were introduced and are now daily hauling 

loads of 1,000 tons […].  

Attention has been publicly called to the exceptionally good earnings of the Company’s freight trains, 

it may be noted that for the half year ended December 1901 the average receipts for this class of 

trains was 10s 3½d per mile, as against 8s 9½d in the corresponding half year of 1896. Another new 

feature in the working of goods traffic in this country was the introduction by the L&YR in July 1901 

of the system of loading trains by weight. This method has enabled the company to get the best 

work out of their machines, heavier loads being attached behind their engines than formerly under 

the system of loading according to the number of wagons, irrespective of the weight of their 

contents. The question of the use of wagons of larger capacity has been discussed in the course of 

the recent controversy, and under certain conditions there is much to be said in their favour. The 

L&Y Company built some wagons capable of carrying 30 tons about twelve months ago and now 

have some dozens, both open and covered regularly working. These have been found very useful in 

the transit of specific traffics in large quantities between certain places on their line, though until the 

methods of traders of this country change their use must be a limited one. (Manchester Guardian, 

14 October 1902) 

At a special meeting of the Permanent Way Institution held at Sheffield the chair was taken by Mr 

Lee of the L&YR. (Engineering, 17 October 1902) 

It is reported that the L&YR has contracted with Vickers, Sons and Maxim, for the construction of a 

passenger and cargo steamer of the highest class for their new fleet to trade between Fleetwood 

and Drogheda. She will be a twin-screw capable of steaming 18 knots an hour and 260 feet long. 

(Engineer, 17 October 1902, p.370) 

Messrs Vickers Sons and Maxim have received an order from the L&YR to build the first of their 

new fleet of steamers to trade between Fleetwood and Drogheda. She will be a passenger and cargo 

boat of the highest class, and will be a twin-screw capable of steaming 18 knots an hour. She will be 

260 feet long, and will open up a new trade between Fleetwood and Drogheda which promises to 

be of considerable dimensions. (Railway News, 18 October 1902) 

Report of the planned electrification by the L&YR of the Liverpool to Southport line. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 October 1902) 

The L&Y Company built some wagons capable of carrying 30 tons about twelve months ago, and 

now have some dozens regularly working. These have been found very useful in the transit of 

specific traffic in large quantities between certain places on their line. (Engineer, 24 October 1902, 

p.395) 

Attention has been publicly called to the exceptionally good earnings of the L&YR’s goods trains, and 

it may be noted that for the half year ended December 1901, the average receipts for this class of 

trains was 10s 3½d per mile as against 8s 9½d in the corresponding half year of 1896, an 

improvement due to the new methods of working with heavier and more powerful engines. 

(Engineer, 24 October 1902, p.395) 

A new steamship, the Duke of Connaught, has been added to the fleet jointly owned by the L&Y and 

LNW Railway Company’s. She made her first passage from Liverpool to Belfast on Tuesday night, 

21st October 1902. John Brown & Co. have constructed the vessel within a period of nine months. 

She is a twin-screw boat, 325 feet 6 inches long, 38 feet breadth of beam, 17 feet 6 inches moulded 

depth to the main deck, and 25 feet 6 inches depth to the promenade deck. (Engineer, 24 October 

1902, p.481) 
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Report of the electrification by the L&YR of the Liverpool to Southport section. (Railway News, 25 

October 1902) 

Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund. (Railway News, 25 October 1902) 

On Monday, 20th October 1902 Mr Stanley Spencer made a journey by airship from Blackpool to 

Leyland without mishap except whilst crossing the railway at Midge Hall station his trailing ropes 

touched the telegraph wires just as an express train was passing. He called out for the train to be 

stopped and received the reply “Stop your ship”. (Middleton Guardian, 25 October 1902) 

November 
The L&YR invite tenders for widening the railway between Lower Tebbutt Street and Long Millgate, 

Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 1 November 1902) 

The Furness Railway steam packet service between Barrow and Fleetwood, for Blackpool, has been 

discontinued. (Railway News, 1 November 1902) 

Vickers, Sons and Maxim have booked another order from the L&YR for a second channel steamer 

for the Fleetwood and Drogheda service. (Engineer, 14 November 1902, p.481) 

The tender of A W Smith, Sons, and Senior, £60,629-4-1d, to be accepted for widening the Hunts 

Bank incline from Long Millgate to Lower Tebbutt Street. Mr Worthington to ascertain whether they 

cannot complete the works in less time than that stipulated in their tender. (L&YR Minutes, 19 

November 1902) 

The L&YR has received an intimation from South Yorkshire colliery proprietors that they will 

require an advance of 6d per ton in connection with the renewal of coal contracts this winter. A 

year since the contracts were taken for locomotive supplies for the L&YR at 8s 9d per ton, so that 

9s 3d per ton will now be required. If the L&YR agrees to the advance the MR, NE, and GN 

companies will have to follow suit. The present current demand for coal exceeds supply, hence the 

advance now demanded. (Engineering, 28 November 1902) 

About 180 men in the L&YR Horwich works boiler, fitting and erecting shops were given notice as a 

result of the decline in locomotive production and there is electrification in view. (Middleton 

Guardian, 29 November 1902) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a mineral yard and bridge at Nelson. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 November 1902) 

December 
Colliery proprietors are pressing for an advance of 6d per ton on the renewal of their contracts 

with the L&YR. Last year the L&YR, owing to special circumstances, in their case was 8s 9d. (Railway 

News, 6 December 1902) 

Mr Foley, assistant manager, and Mr Sims, general superintendent, of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail 

Road, have been engaged, during the past few days, in inspecting the working of the L&YR’s goods 

depots at Manchester, Salford and Liverpool. The electric working of capstans at Manchester was 

quite new to them, and was considered to be an advance of any appliance in use for the purpose in 

America. (Engineering, 12 December 1902) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £11,406-19-4d, to be accepted for mineral yard and bridge at Nelson. 

(L&YR Minutes, 17 December 1902) 

The L&Y and LNW Railway Companies have, as owners of the P&WR, deposited a joint Bill for the 

next session to enlarge their powers to run steam vessels. (Railway News, 27 December 1902) 
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1903 
January 

To meet the competition of the MR the L&YR Company intends to proceed at once in deepening 

the harbour and approaches at Fleetwood. The plan proposed is to construct an embankment and 

railway from the mainland at Fleetwood to the Wyre Light, a distance of 1½ miles, and to construct 

deep water berths near Lune deeps. (Engineer, 2 January 1903, p.2) 

The L&Y and LNW Railway Companies have, as owners of the Preston and Wyre Railway, Harbour 

and Dock undertaking, deposited a joint Bill for the next session to enlarge their powers to run 

steam vessels. The Bill proposes to authorise these companies to provide communication by steam 

vessels between Fleetwood and Belfast and Londonderry, either by running steam vessels 

themselves or subscribing towards any other undertaking willing to provide the necessary 

communication. For this purpose the L&YR Company seeks powers to raise £150,000 additional 

capital. (Engineer, 1902, p.13) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 3 January 1903) 

A meeting of the Permanent Way Institution held at Leeds included contributions from Messrs 

Pinder and Lees of the L&YR. (Engineering, 23 January 1903) 

The Dearne Valley Railway invite tenders for the construction of Section Three of this railway from 

Thurnscoe to Denaby, between five and six miles. (Manchester Guardian, 23 January 1903) 

The L&Y and LNW Railway Companies have, as owners of the P&WR, deposited a joint Bill for the 

next session to enlarge their powers to run steam vessels. (Railway News, 27 January 1903) 

A single acting compound high speed engine by H A Hoy used both direct coupling to electric 

generators (also of Mr Hoy’s design) and for other purposes. (Engineer, 30 January 1903, p.124) 

February 
Preston station. (Railway Magazine, 2-1903) 

New locomotive head codes were introduced on 1st February 1903 at the recommendation of the 

Railway Clearing House. (Engineer, 6 February 1903, p.149) 

Report of Manchester City Surveyor and Gas Engineer on the level crossing to Rochdale Road gas 

works from Oldham Road goods yard. (Middleton Guardian, 7 February 1903) 

Report of the L&YR. (Railway News, 7 February 1903) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th February 1903. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 February 1903;) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th February 1903. (Railway News, 

14 February 1903) 

The heavy traffic on the L&Y Company’s system showed a decided expansion during the last half 

year, the merchandise yielding £19,145, livestock, £2,299, and minerals, £26,002, more than in the 

corresponding 1901 period. Parcels, etc., also improved by £3,947 for the half year. There was a 

decrease of 719,630 third class and of 4,226 first class passengers, but an increase of 185,327 in 

numbers and of £10,577 in receipts of the second class. (Engineer, 20 February 1903, p.194) 

The enlargement of Victoria station is gradually nearing completion. A great part of the new 

platforms has been built, the lines which run from the east into the new portion of the station have 

been laid, and the iron roofing is nearly finished. When the extension has been finished the L&YR 
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will have provided an excellent place of arrival and departure for the local traffic which runs north 

and east, besides other conveniences. Altogether Victoria will be a much more commodious and 

also convenient station. From the architectural point of view, however, it will still leave a good deal 

to be desired. (Manchester Guardian, 23 February 1903) 

The enlargement of Victoria station, Manchester, is gradually nearing completion. A great part of the 

new platforms has been built, the lines which run from the east into the new portion of the station 

have been laid, and the iron roofing is nearly finished. When the extension has been finished the 

L&YR Company will have provided an excellent place of arrival and departure for the local traffic 

which runs north and east. (Engineer, 27 February 1903, p.218) 

March 
What our railways are doing, several references to the L&YR, totals of rolling stock and duplicate list 

totals. (Railway Magazine, 3-1903) 

Mr Worthington has arranged with A W Smith, Sons and Senior, contractors for Contract No.2 at 

Victoria station, to proceed with the foundations of buildings between Long Millgate and the river Irk, 

at a schedule of prices, estimated cost, £3,345-14-5d, subject to the same deductions as for No.2 

Contract. (L&YR Minutes, 10 March 1903) 

The tender for the third section of the Dearne Valley Railway has been let to Gates & Hogg of 

Kirkham. It is from Thurnscoe to Denaby and Cadeby. The L&YR are extending their line from near 

Wakefield to join the Dearne Valley Railway at Shafton. (Engineering, 13 March 1903) 

Much progress is being made on widening the L&YR at Middleton Junction. When completed the 

roadway on the Mills Hill side will be placed further back, land for this purpose has been acquired. 

(Middleton Guardian, 14 March 1903) 

The fifty high capacity wagons approved on 17th December 1901 are now in traffic. Mr Hoy to build 

more. Five trains have been fitted with Stones system of electric lighting which has been successful. 

All new carriages to be fitted with electric light. (L&YR Minutes, 24 March 1903 

April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods shed at the Company’s depot at Trafford Park. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 April 1903) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of the widening from Bromley Cross to King William 

Siding, also the new up and down loops at Brierfield. (L&YR Minutes, 7 April 1903) 

A Revolution on Railway Carriage Cleaning. The vacuum cleaner, as used by the L&YR, a product of 

The Vacuum Cleaner Co. Ltd. 25 Victoria Street, London S.W. (Railway News, 11 April 1903) 

Owing to the driver of an excursion train at Talbot Road station, Blackpool mistaking a signal on 

Monday night, 13th April 1903 the train ran into the buffer stops. The driver was killed, and several 

passengers were injured. (Engineer, 17 April 1903, p.391) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £4,185-11-5d, to be accepted for goods shed at Trafford Park. (L&YR 

Minutes, 22 April 1903) 

May 
Report and plan of the proposed Manchester Underground Railway. (Manchester Guardian, 5 May 

1903) 

Report and plan of the extension of London Road station, Manchester, by the LNWR. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 May 1903) 



1900-1909 

887 

As from 16th May 1903 the Middleton trains will arrive at the new No.3 platform at Victoria station. 

The old platforms No’s 1, 2, 3 are to be pulled up and it is understood that new offices will be built. 

(Middleton Guardian, 16 May 1903) 

When the extensions are carried out, Victoria station, Manchester, will be one of the largest in the 

kingdom. It will have twenty five roads running through it. (Engineer, 22 May 1903, p.519) 

The new line from Kirkham to Blackpool is to open on Saturday, 30th May 1903. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 May 1903) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the railway between Bolton passenger station and Bullfield 

Sidings. (Manchester Guardian, 30 May 1903) 

June 
Description and illustration of Pinder’s fog signalling machine for placing detonators on the rail. 

(Railway Engineer, 6-1903) 

The new line of the L&YR between Kirkham and Blackpool, which will considerably shorten the 

distance from Manchester and other towns to Blackpool, was opened for passenger traffic on 

Saturday, 30th May 1903. (Engineer, 3 June 1903, p.571) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of the widening from Blackpool Central to South 

Shore. (L&YR Minutes, 9 June 1903) 

The first of two channel steamers, the Colleen Bawn, building at Barrow for the L&YR for the 

Fleetwood and Drogheda service, was launched at Barrow last week. (Engineer, 19 June 1903, p.633) 

Obituary of Edward Woods. Jesse Hartley had great faith in solid masonry and when he was building 

the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Railway he even went so far as to build solid stone walls for laying 

the rails on; the whole road had afterwards to be taken up and re-laid with sleepers. (Engineering, 19 

June 1903) 

The House of Lords Committee expressed concern over electric trams running over the L&YR level 

crossing at Ramsbottom. The plan was rejected unless the promoters built a bridge over the railway. 

(Railway News, 20 June 1903) 

The tender of Holme & King, £3,647-17-11d, to be accepted for sidings to the Wigan Coal & Iron 

Co.’s colliery at Daisyhill. (L&YR Minutes, 24 June 1903) 

July 
Photograph of L&YR 30 ton bogie wagons being loaded with cotton at Manchester Docks. (Railway 

Magazine, 7-1903) 

From Monday, 6th July 1903 the L&YR and the GNR introduce special corridor coaches to run from 

Victoria station, Manchester to Cromer, via Wakefield, where they will be attached to a GNR train. 

Departing Manchester at 10.05am arriving Cromer at 3.50pm, summer only. (Manchester Guardian, 

7 July 1903) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the railway between Hebden Bridge and Luddenden Foot; for 

the foundations for the new buildings adjoining the approach road to Victoria station. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 July 1903) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new timber yard at Regent Road, Bootle, and 

tipping of embankment and other works in connection therewith at Seaforth. (Manchester Guardian, 

11 July 1903) 
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Extract from report; An appalling accident occurred on Wednesday night, 15th July 1903 to an 

express train that was running from Liverpool to Southport on the L&YR. The train left Liverpool at 

4.30pm. It was, as it usually is, heavily laden. Many business men who live at Southport make use of 

this train when returning to their homes. All went well with the train until it reached the platform of 

the station at Waterloo, about six miles from Liverpool. At this point a terrible accident happened. 

The engine, from some as yet unexplained cause, jumped the metals and brought ruin to the train. 

The first three or four coaches were dashed to pieces, and the passengers were buried in the 

broken woodwork. A curious thing happened to the engine. It was turned completely round, and 

forced on to the platform. A few yards from the engine is a footbridge over the line. It would appear 

that the funnel of the engine struck a portion of this bridge, for the steps have been torn away and 

other damage was done […]. 

At the time of writing it is said that eight deaths have occurred […]. As speedily as possible the 

officials of the station and a large body of willing helpers went to the assistance of the injured 

people. Some of the passengers were crushed beneath the heavy timbers and the ironwork of the 

wrecked carriages…The station at Waterloo has platforms of the island type, and on the platform to 

the right of the incoming train there was a wooden shed, which was usually occupied by Mr Fielding, 

an old servant of the Company. Mr Fielding was near his box at the time the express approached 

and was knocked down […].He has since died […]. 

At the time of writing it is too early to state an opinion as to the cause of the disaster […]. There is 

a sharp curve in the line approaching the station, and the general theory entertained by the railway 

experts is that this may have been a factor in causing the engine to leave the rails. The train, being an 

express which usually runs right through from Liverpool to Southport, was travelling at a high speed. 

A Press Association message says the engine crashed into the bridge with tremendous force […]. 

Both the footbridge and the front portion of the train were completely smashed. The footbridge 

itself was seen to be hanging down over the debris of the train […] the engine, it appears, was 

forced on to the platform, and in turning almost completely round ran into the ticket office. This 

building was entirely wrecked, and the guard’s van also was a mass of broken woodwork and twisted 

steel. 

The custom observed on the Liverpool and Southport trains is that third class compartments shall 

be in the front of the train, followed by the first class coaches, while the second class carriages bring 

up the rear. By the merest accident one of the third class carriages in this instance was placed at the 

end of the train, and this escaped the complete demolition of the compartments in front. The train, 

which consisted of eight bogie carriages, left the metals at Walmer Road Bridge, a point just outside 

Waterloo station. The impact practically destroyed the compartments in the front of the train. The 

sufferers by the disaster were, however, largely third class passengers […]. The front first class 

carriage was completely wrecked, and the other first class compartments were also very badly 

damaged. The second class carriages at the rear were still on the metals at a late hour last night, and 

although they were damaged they had suffered by no means as much as the others […]. The driver 

of the train appears to have had a miraculous escape but his comrade, George Simpson died later. 

When the news of the accident reached Southport considerable alarm was naturally aroused. As 

Wednesday is a cheap fare day the train in question is invariably loaded with Southport passengers 

[…]. People hurried to the station […] and the officials were besieged by crowds of anxious 

inquirers. It was nearly eight o’clock when a train arrived bringing both injured and unhurt 

passengers […]. At eleven o’clock last night no further information had reached Southport. 

An eye witness of the accident says; “Just as it reached the bridge the front wheels went up in the air and 

the engine dashed into the bridge, the funnel catching on the iron framework. Then the engine did what 

would have seemed impossible. It seemed to swing round on the funnel, smashing the couplings and turning 

so completely round that it faced the carriages. The weight of these carried it through the bridge for about 

twenty yards. Then it reared up again and fell over the platform, a perfect wreck. The first two carriages 
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were broken up like rough firewood, but what happened to the others I could not see because of the dust 

knocked up as the engine tore along the permanent way.” 

Breakdown gangs were despatched from various centres to the scene, and operations were 

immediately undertaken not alone to relieve the injured but to clear the line in order that traffic 

might be resumed at the earliest possible moment. But although the work was carried out with the 

utmost vigour, several hours elapsed before the obstruction was even partially removed, and the 

station still presented, at a late hour, a wrecked and desolate appearance. (Manchester Guardian, 16 

July 1903) 

Tenders to be accepted; J Strachan, £49,788-19-5d, for widening between Bolton and Bullfield; W 

Sutcliffe, £25,823-9-0d, for widening between Hebden Bridge and Luddenden Foot, including 

diversion of highway and erection of a footbridge; Tate & Gordon, £1,714-18-2d, for widening and 

reconstruction of bridge over Arthur’s Wife’s Brow, Hoghton, and £1,581-05-10d, for new ventilating 

shaft in Sough tunnel. (L&YR Minutes, 22 July 1903) 

Report and photographs of the accident at Waterloo on Wednesday, 15th July 1903. (Engineer, 24 

July 1903, p.90) 

Board of Trade report of an accident at Talbot Road station, Blackpool, on 13th April 1903. (Railway 

Engineer, 8-1903) 

August 
Report of the L&YR. (Railway News, 1 August 1903) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th August 1903. It was reported that 

the new platforms at Victoria station had been opened and progress was being made with the 

necessary alterations of the old part, after which they would commence the erection of the new 

offices opposite the present ones. (Manchester Guardian, 6 August 1903) 

Report of an accident at Kirkdale on 28th May 1903. (Engineering, 7 August 1903) 

At the inquest held after the recent accident at Waterloo, near Liverpool, no further light was 

thrown upon the cause of the derailment. The driver could only say that his engine had approached 

to within a few yards of the footbridge over the line at Waterloo station before he was aware that 

anything was the matter. Then the engine suddenly leapt up in front. He had time to cut off steam 

and apply the brake. There was some evidence to show that “bumps” had been felt at the same 

place before. The assistant engineer to the company who had passed over the same spot two days 

previously had experienced a jolt similar to what might be caused by a loose joint. In consequence of 

a report he made, this piece of line was examined next day by the district permanent way inspector, 

who found nothing wrong. The chief mechanical engineer testified to having gone round the same 

curve on the same engine at 70 miles an hour. The train at the time of the accident was probably 

travelling at just over 50 miles an hour. Both the chief and assistant engineer were of the opinion 

that the train must have run over something, but an examination of the engine wheels had failed to 

show any marks. In support of the suggestion that the train ran over an obstacle, however, it was 

pointed out that had the derailment been caused by centrifugal force the engine would have left the 

curve on the outside and not on the inside, as was actually the case. (Engineer, 7 August 1903, 

p.145) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th August 1903. (Railway News, 8 

August 1903) 

A stone, much heavier than any one man could lift, was placed on the L&YR between Rochdale and 

Milnrow on Saturday. Fortunately the stone was soft and a passenger engine smashed it to pieces. 

(Engineer, 14 August 1903, p.163) 
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The up and down lines between Manchester and Bolton on the L&YR were blocked at Agecroft 

from Sunday evening until Monday forenoon through the fall of a bridge girder which was being 

placed in position. The girder was intended to carry the second Thirlmere water main of the 

Manchester Corporation over the railway, and the work of fixing it was to have been done on 

Sunday evening, when traffic would be light. When the steel girder, weighing 17 tons, had been 

raised the derrick gave way and the whole mass fell across the line. (Engineer, 21 August 1903, 

p.190) 

A new frontage is to be built at Victoria station, Manchester, and the work has already begun. It is 

the intention of the L&YR to set up a block of buildings which will extend from Long Millgate to the 

present refreshment rooms at the top of Hunts Bank. The building will harmonize, architecturally, 

with the present offices on Hunts bank and Victoria Parade. It is intended that the ground floor shall 

be arranged for the general accommodation of passengers, and there will be offices in the higher 

storeys for those head officials of the Company who are at present provided for in the Hunts Bank 

building. This older building will be retained as part of the general offices of the Company, but at 

present it is said to afford inadequate accommodation for a staff which has much increased in recent 

years. (Manchester Guardian, 28 August 1903) 

September 
Wellington station, Leeds. (Railway Magazine, 9-1903) 

The receipts per goods train mile on the L&YR during the last half year reached the amount of 10s 

8.59d, a figure much in excess of the earnings of other companies. (Engineer, 4 September 1903, 

p.236) 

Editorial comment on the accident at Waterloo. (Engineer, 18 September 1903, p.285) 

Report of the inauguration of the L&YR new steamship service between Liverpool and Drogheda on 

board the new fast steamer “Colleen Bawn”. (Railway News, 19 September 1903) 

The tender of L Marr & Son, £9,962-12-10d, to be accepted for connecting line at Seaforth, and 

excavation, paving, and retaining wall at Regent Road timber yard, Bootle; also that of Holme & king, 

£31,463-2-1d, for the Hebden Bridge widening, W Sutcliffe having asked to withdraw his tender.

(L&YR Minutes, 24 September 1903) 

At their new station at Bolton the L&YR Co. have introduced an installation of power signalling. It 

was brought into use on Sunday. The system employed is known as the “Westinghouse Electro-

pneumatic,” which, as its name implies, depends for its action upon a combination of air and 

electricity. The points and signals, instead of being worked by means of rods and wires as in the 

ordinary system, which required considerable manual power, are operated by air motors, one of 

which is connected to each pair of points and each signal. The motors are driven by compressed air 

at a pressure of about 70lb per square inch, and are placed in all cases as near as possible to the 

points and signals which they operate. Each cylinder is provided with valves to control the inlets 

from the air main, and these valves are opened and closed by means of electro-magnets actuated by 

electric currents from the signal box. It will thus be seen that the power is applied directly at the 

point at which its service is required, and that it is subject to the control of the signalman. This 

control is exercised by the signalman by means of a frame of miniature levers, similar in appearance 

to the levers in an ordinary interlocking frame, and interlocked in the same manner. The levers of 

this miniature frame, however, instead of operating rods or wires, are made simply to open or close 

electrical switches and thus to control the electrical circuits in connection with the air valves of the 

cylinders mentioned above. Any desired points or signals, or combination of points or of signals, can 

thus be operated by connecting the electrical circuits controlling the air valves to one or more of 

the levers in the signal box. 
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Ample means are provided, by means of auxiliary electrical circuits, to guard against a signal being 

lowered unless the points which it controls are actually in their correct position, and, in the case of 

facing points, that they are also securely bolted in that position. An ingenious part of the mechanism 

is known as the “check-locking” arrangement. This ensures that until the movement of a point or 

signal has been fully completed the lever in the signal box which is concerned is checked when about 

three quarters of its stroke is accomplished. Immediately the signal or point movement, as the case 

may be, is properly completed the “check-lock” is electrically removed and the signalman is enabled 

to pull the lever fully over. Until he has done this the mechanical locking in the frame prevents the 

movement of any contingent point or signal levers, which are thus held locked until the movement 

of any necessary points has actually been completed. 

Other advantages obtained from the use of power signalling are the smaller space occupied by the 

levers, the consequent reduction in the size of the signal boxes, and the dispensing with rods and 

wires above the ground. It should be mentioned that the power installation at Bolton has been 

applied to the signalling at the west end of the station, where a new signal box has been erected to 

control the traffic to and from Preston and Blackburn and along the fork line connecting the Preston 

and Blackburn lines. The signal box contains 74 working levers, and as these are 2½ inches apart the 

space occupied is about 15 feet. A mechanical frame doing the same work would have required 

about 130 working levers and would have occupied a space of about 60 feet. The L&Y are the first 

company in the North of England who have applied electro-pneumatic signalling of considerable 

extent to passenger lines. (Manchester Guardian, 30 September 1903) 

October 
The Board of Trade report of an accident at Kirkdale on 28th May 1903. (Railway Engineer, 10-1903) 

At their new station at Bolton the L&YR have introduced an installation of power signalling. It was 

brought into use on Sunday, 27th September 1903. The system employed is known as the 

“Westinghouse electro-pneumatic”. (Engineer, 2 October 1903, p.328) 

Report of the electro-pneumatic automatic signal system on the L&YR. (Railway News, 3 October 

1903) 

Report of the retirement of Thomas Cutler, chief traffic inspector of the joint L&Y and LNW 

Railways at Fleetwood after fifty-five years’ service. He became station master in 1873 then chief 

traffic inspector. He has been succeeded by Mr Forshaw. (Railway News, 3 October 1903) 

Report of the double-ported slide valve designed by Mr Hoy, the L&YR chief mechanical engineer. 

(Engineer, 9 October 1903, p.347) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of bridges, etc., for widening of the line near Scowcroft 

Farm, between Middleton Junction and Castleton. (Manchester Guardian, 9 October 1903) 

The general manager of the L&YR, Mr Aspinall, has issued a circular to the clerical staff pointing out 

the arrangements made with the authorities of Owens College, Manchester, for the payment of fees 

for any clerical staff in their employ who desire to attend the evening lectures on railway transport 

at the college during the coming session. (Engineer, 16 October 1903, p.375) 

A serious collision occurred on Tuesday night, 20th October, 1903, at Luddenden Foot station on 

the L&YR. The last train, from Manchester to Bradford, due to pass Luddenden Foot about 11.40pm 

ran into a goods train from Bradford to Mytholmroyd, which was shunting. The goods train seemed 

to have been actually clearing away for the express, when the latter collided with it piling several 

wagons one on top of another and crashing through the brake van. Fortunately the guard was not in 

the van at the time. Several wagons were thrown across the line on to the platform, tearing it up, 

whilst the engine of the express ran partly on to the platform. This checked its progress somewhat, 

but the locomotive – one of the new big type – was badly battered and the wheels torn off. Both the 
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driver and the stoker escaped with slight injuries, and the passenger train itself very little damaged. 

All the passengers complained of shock but only four reported injuries. They managed to walk down 

the line to join another train sent from Sowerby Bridge to take the passengers forward to their 

destinations. The railway line presented a scene of confusion with eight out of the sixteen wagons 

smashed and goods of every description strewn about. The permanent way torn for a considerable 

distance and both lines completely blocked. Breakdown gangs arrived from Low Moor and Newton 

Heath but nearly seven hours elapsed before one line could be got working and at noon traffic was 

still only workable by a single line. An excursion from Leeds and Bradford to Manchester was 

returning after the ordinary express on Tuesday night and the train was blocked at Mytholmroyd 

nearly seven hours. After a three hour stay a number of passenger obtained admission to a local 

hostelry and remained there until the train proceeded at 6.30am. (Manchester Guardian, 22 

October 1903) 

Shortly before eight o’clock last night, Thursday, 22nd October 1903 a serious accident took place on 

the L&YR just outside Sowerby Bridge station, resulting in considerable damage to the railway stock 

and injury to the passengers. As far as can be ascertained a light engine was waiting outside the 

station ready to enter the shed when the 7.10pm express from Leeds to Liverpool dashed into it at 

full speed and hurled it onto the metals on the opposite side. About the same time a slow train from 

Manchester to Bradford was coming out of the tunnel. It ran into the wreckage with disastrous 

results. The tunnel was completely blocked and several passengers were injured. Communication 

was entirely cut off between Yorkshire and Lancashire. At Manchester, officials at Victoria station 

resolutely refused to furnish any details about the affair although they did not deny the there was a 

“block” at Sowerby Bridge. Failing communication with Leeds and Bradford by their own line the 

L&YR had to depend during the evening upon the good offices of the LNWR, passengers being 

carried between Mirfield and Manchester on that company’s system. (Manchester Guardian, 23 

October 1903) 

In consequence of the demolition of one of the refreshment rooms at Victoria station, plans were 

shown to the Manchester City Licensing Justices for a temporary wooden erection five yards to the 

left. When the extension at the station was complete the L&YR would apply to re-adjust the whole 

scheme. Permission was granted. (Manchester Guardian, 24 October 1903) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £5,648-10-0d, to be accepted for the construction of bridges, etc., for 

widening line near Scowcroft Farm, between Middleton Junction and Castleton. (L&YR Minutes, 28 

October 1903) 

Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund. (Railway News, 31 October 1903) 

November 
The Board of Trade report of an accident at Waterloo on 15th July 1903 and at Preston on 1st

August 1903. (Railway Engineer, 11-1903) 

Now that the alterations of Victoria station by the L&YR are approaching completion, the LNWR 

have under consideration a scheme for the enlargement of their Exchange station, which occupies so 

important a site opposite the Cathedral, just across the banks of the Irwell, and consequently in 

Salford. It is proposed to bring the front of the station forward and nearer to the river bank. The 

plan will involve the demolition of much of the old property between the station as it now stands 

and the river, and will be a great improvement to the district. The Company have long been faced 

with no little difficulty in conducting the enormous volume of traffic which goes daily through the 

station, and the pressure has, as most travellers know, become so great that the alterations will 

probably be taken in hand at an early date. The extension will perhaps renew the interest in a 

scheme which was discussed in the city not long ago. The suggestion was then made that the whole 

of the river opposite the Exchange station and the Cathedral might be covered over and made into a 

piece of ornamental ground […]. There are now three ways of approach to the station. The 
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principal is from a point nearly opposite the Cromwell monument, which leads to the sloping bridge 

across the river. The second is from Chapel Street, near the bottom of Blackfriars Street, up a slight 

incline along the entire length of the station on the Chapel Street side. The third is at the east end of 

the station, and was provided a few years ago as a more convenient means of access from 

Broughton and Strangeways. The station now covers an area of 20,000 square yards and this will be 

largely added to […]. The local offices of the Company are at this station, with H Linaker as district 

superintendent.(Manchester Guardian, 17 November 1903) 

Report of a massed meeting of railway workers in support of the L&YR draymen who have been in 

dispute since April last. (Manchester Guardian, 23 November 1903) 

At the L&YR works at Horwich, which are already on short time, the Christmas holidays will extend 

from Christmas Eve to Tuesday, 5th January 1904, a stoppage of eleven days. (Engineer, 27 

November 1903, p.528) 

Comment by the L&YR chairman on the policy adopted in dealing with capital and revenue charges 

relating to permanent way. “For many years it had been our practise to charge in out accounts large fixed 

amounts for the replacement of our station, the renewal of our permanent way […] apart from the ordinary 

charges which are met out of revenue from keeping our stations and plant in a thorough state of repair. You 

will perceive that we have this half year added considerably to those already large amounts which now, in 

aggregate, amount to £330,000 per annum. I mention this matter in order to remind you of the continued 

determination of the directors to keep your property not only in thoroughly good working order but up-to-

date in every respect.” (Railway News, 28 November 1903) 

A new departure by the L&YR Railway is foreshadowed by the issue of a Parliamentary Notice that 

the company will seek powers in the next session to provide and work steam vessels between 

Goole and Hull and various continental ports. (Engineer, 11 December 1903, p.573) 

The L&YR have plans in hand for the improvement of Monkhill station, Pontefract; and with a view 

to overcoming the increasing difficulty of passing Liverpool and Manchester  to York and Newcastle 

expresses over the MR line near Normanton, the L&YR now proposes to run these trains through 

Pontefract, and by means of a new loop line outside that station on to the NER line at Ferrybridge. 

At the same time, the Knottingley Depot is to be removed to Pontefract, wither the Hull and 

Barnsley’s trains will then run; and Pontefract will form a junction for an exchange of cross traffic 

between Goole to Wakefield and the Doncaster to Leeds lines. The present incommodious station 

will be replaced by a new structure some hundred yards to the west. In addition to the present main 

lines, which will be reserved for express traffic, there will be new mineral and goods sidings and 

passways, as well as several bay and island platforms, etc. (Engineering, 11 December 1903) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of roofing over the loading mound at Bankfield goods 

depot, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 12 December 1903) 

Report of an agreement between the Liverpool Overhead Railway and the L&YR to run trains to 

Seaforth station over a new connection between the two railways. (Railway News, 19 December 

1903) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £3,444-09-10d, to be accepted for roofing over loading mound at Bankfield 

goods depot, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 23 December 1903) 

It is stated on good authority that the Liverpool Overhead Railway has entered into a working 

agreement with the L&YR under which the Overhead Railway will be extended from Seaforth Sands 

station and a physical connection made with the L&Y station at Seaforth. The Act for this was 

obtained in 1900, and negotiations have resulted in the foregoing satisfactory arrangements. Seeing 

that the Southport branch of the L&YR is now being electrified, the importance of this arrangement 

is increased, as the agreement provides that the L&Y trains shall run over the Liverpool Overhead 
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Railway system, and the Overhead Railway trains over the L&Y lines. (Engineer, 25 December 1903, 

p.620) 

Report of a successful trip of the new carriages which are to be run on the L&YR line between 

Liverpool and Southport which was made yesterday afternoon, Friday, 25th December 1903 on 

various parts of the line. As they passed through Swinton, Walkden, Atherton, and Daisy Hill they 

evoked considerable curiosity. (Railway News, 26 December 1903; Engineer, 1 January 1904, p.11) 

Extracts from a report; The electrification by the L&YR Company of their line between Liverpool 

and Southport is now almost complete:- the rolling stock has been prepared, and we understand 

that at an early date the new electric service will be opened for public travelling…It is now little 

more than twelve months ago that we announced that the L&YR Company intended to electrify this 

portion of their line, and although at that time many of the details of the work had to be decided, a 

start was made early this tear upon it. The original scheme has since been extended, and a service at 

certain times of the day will be given to the stations as far as Crossens, on the north side of 

Southport, on the old West Lancashire line, so that the residents in these districts will eventually be 

able to go to and return from Liverpool and the district without change of carriage. The length of 

track electrified is in all about twenty three miles of double line, and nearly all of this has been 

completed. All the high-tension alternating cables have been laid. The sub-station buildings are all 

completed, and progress is being made with the erection of the machinery. The rolling stock is all in 

an advanced state, and is being fitted with electrical equipment. The power house building is 

complete, and every effort is being made to get the machinery ready for operation early in the new 

year. A promising sign of the approaching completion of the work was shown yesterday, when an 

entirely satisfactory experimental run was made with one of the new four-car train between 

Southport and Formby, the high-tension alternating current being obtained from the power house at 

Formby and transformed into direct current at Birkdale sub-station to supply the current for the 

train. 

A general description of the scheme of electrification shows, briefly, that the trains are composed 

generally of two first and two third class cars. The third class cars are equipped with four motors of 

150h.p. each, making a total of 1,200h.p. per train. To operate these motors current is obtained 

from a live rail alongside the running tracks which is fed with direct current at about 1,300 volts 

from four sub-stations. Three of these are at Birkdale, Seaforth, and Sandhills respectively, and 

another in the main power house building at Formby. These sub-stations are provided to transform 

and convert high-tension alternating current from the main power station at 7,500 volts into direct 

current. The power station adjoins the railway, on the banks of the river Alt, at Formby. It is a 

building 290ft by 130ft wide, and consists of an independent steel structure, the steel stanchions of 

which, besides carrying the roof, support travelling cranes over the engine room, the spaces 

between the stanchions being filled with brickwork. It has two spans, one containing 16 Lancashire 

boilers, 8ft 6in in diameter by 32ft long, for a working pressure of 160lb per square inch, together 

with super heaters, feed pumps, and induced draught plant. The other and larger span contains four 

horizontal cross-compound condensing engines of 1,500 kilowatts capacity; also one subsidiary 

vertical compound engine of 750 kilowatts capacity capable of taking large overload for short 

periods. The generators for these engines are of the three-phase type, with a periodicity of 25 and a 

voltage of 7,500. The engine also contains steam-driven exciters, sub-station plant, and a main 

switchboard. Three core paper insulated metallic sheathed cables convey the high-tension current to 

the sub-stations, and are laid on what is known as the “solid system” at a suitable depth along the 

Company’s permanent way.  

The sub-station equipment are similar, and consist of static transformers, which transform the three-

phase alternating current of 7,500 volts to low-tension alternating current, from which it is 

converted in rotary converters to direct current at 600 volts. The rotary converters are nominally 

of 690 kilowatts capacity, four being provided in each sub-station, and three static transformers, 

cooled by means of air blast, are provided in connection with each rotary. The connections from 



1900-1909 

895 

these sub-stations to the third rail are made by insulated copper cables, run underground in 

troughing. The permanent way equipment consists generally of a live rail, of Vignoles section, 

commonly termed the “third rail,” supported at intervals of 10ft on insulators, the centre of the rail 

being exactly 3ft 11½in from the centre line of the track, and the top of the rail 3in above the 

surface of the track rails, these being dimensions agreed upon between all the railways companies. 

This third rail is of special steel and, of course, of ample section, weighing 70lb to the yard, in order 

to convey the full amount of current required to the trains, when between two sub-stations, without 

causing any appreciable loss in voltage, the different lengths of this rail being bonded with copper 

bonds to maintain the conductivity. It is carried by insulators and placed generally in the six foot 

way, but occasionally brought to the outside of the track to suit special conditions.  

At all level crossings, of course, gaps in this rail have to be provided of such a length that there can 

be no risk whatever to the public, and where these gaps do occur the third rails are bonded with 

cable underground. Timber guarding is being provided at all the busy places on the line, to prevent 

the possibility of any person coming in contact with the third rail, though even if one did the 

consequences, though unpleasant, would probably not be serious. To ensure an excellent return 

circuit an exactly similar rail to the third, supported on wooden blocks, has been placed in the four 

foot way, bonded to each running rail. This method of return interferes least with the running tracks 

and permits the easy removal of any running rail at any time. 

The arrangements of the electric cars for the service will most interest the public. They are 60ft long 

and 10ft wide, and are the widest carriages in the country. Their width was adopted because it was 

found before any operations were begun that it was possible on the Southport line, as distinguished 

from other parts of the main line, to have wider stock, some slight alterations to the permanent way 

and some trifling ones to the platforms along this length alone being necessary. The carriages have 

centre passages throughout, with vestibules to allow passage from one carriage to the next. The 

motor vehicles are at the end, and the third class, as previously described, are equipped with two 

150h.p. motors on each bogie. The outer end has a small compartment for the controlling the train. 

Near this is a luggage compartment; and the remainder of the vehicle is altogether for passengers. 

Most of the seats are crosswise, to seat three on one side of the passage and two on the other, but 

at the ends they are fixed lengthwise, to allow more room for passengers entering or leaving the 

cars. The cross seats are reversible, so that passengers may sit as they choose. The seats are all 

covered with rattan, a clean and wholesome kind of cane seating. The interior of the cars is fitted 

with oak, and this gives them a light appearance. The trailers or first class cars have seats arranged 

after the same design, but only two on each side of the passage; they are upholstered in “Epingle,” 

the interior decoration being mahogany, with light wood panelling and the roof covered with 

millboard. 

The electric lighting and heating of the carriages has been well designed, and the Company think that 

the public will find that their comfort has been amply provided for in this important particular. A 

four car train will carry 270 passengers, the third class seating 69 and the first class 66 people. To 

run a satisfactory suburban service it is necessary that the delay at stations should be reduced to the 

smallest possible limit, and this will entail, alterations in the method of dealing with baggage. Notice 

boards will be hung on the platforms showing passengers where to stand to await their class, and to 

ensure quick loading and unloading of passengers, regulations will be made that every passenger is to 

enter the carriage at the end door and leave by the front door, to prevent confusion. In view of the 

alarm caused recently by fires on electric trains, it is interesting to note that the Company have 

adopted precautions against anything of this kind. 

The vacuum brake used on the trains is, with some slight differences, the same as that used all over 

the L&YR system. It is fitted with quick acting valves, and an exhauster must be provided in place of 

the steam ejector on the locomotive. This is the first case of the use of the vacuum brake upon 

electrically worked trains. The electrical equipment consists of four 150h.p. motors on each motor-

car, with a controller capable of controlling all the motors on the train, together with the necessary 
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switches, gauges, and circuit breakers in each motor compartment. Under the floor of the car are 

placed the resistances and reversers for the electrical control. On each side of the bogie are cast-

steel shoes or slippers, which pick up the current from the live rail. The current is returned through 

the wheels to the running rails, thence to the centre rail, and then on to the power house. Between 

the carriages connections are provided for operating the rear motors from the front end. 

When the service begins there will be provided a relay of stopping trains in both direction between 

Liverpool and Hall Road, with not more than ten L&YR Minutes interval; every second train will go 

on as a stopping train to or come from Southport every twenty L&YR Minutes. In addition to this, 

however, there will be an hourly express in each direction between Liverpool and Southport, and at 

certain times the trains arriving at Southport from Liverpool will go on to Crossens. The stopping 

trains between Liverpool and Hall Road and those between Liverpool and Southport will be run in 

less time than at present, but the expresses to Southport will not do the journey in less time than 

the fastest steam trains now running. The Company, we learn, do not intend to make any changes in 

the charges for season tickets, the public obtaining the advantages in a more rapid and more 

frequent service. (Manchester Guardian, 31 December 1903) 
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1904 
January 

The L&YR is extending its steamboat facilities, and proposes, by a Bill deposited in Parliament, to 

establish a new service from the ports of Goole and Hull to several European ports. (Engineer, 1 

January 1904, p.4) 

Report and photographs of the Liverpool - Southport electrification. (Engineer, 1 January 1904, p.1-

13) 

The price of locomotive coal at the Barnsley coal market tendered at 9s per ton. The L&YR has not 

yet agreed prices. (Engineer, 1 January 1904, p.13) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening of portions of the railway between Kirby and Rainford 

Junction and between Orrell and Pemberton. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1904) 

Report of the L&YR electrification of the Liverpool-Southport and Crossens section. (Railway News, 

2 January 1904) 

Cleaning Railway Carriages. To the L&YR belongs the credit of having been the first to provide 

themselves with the new cleaning apparatus. Mr Hoy, the chief mechanical engineer of this line, 

quickly realised the importance of this invention, which is the patent of a railway engineer, H Cecil 

Booth. The L&YR has now two plants in use, one driven by an electric and the other by petrol 

motor, for it is one of the advantages of the vacuum cleaner that it can be worked by several kinds 

of power. (Railway News, 2 February 1904) (These machines suck up the dirt whilst previous ones 

blew it out) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations, including house, stables, etc., at Edward Place, Hull. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 January 1904) 

Report of the Liverpool-Southport electrification. (Engineering, 8 January 1904) 

The L&YR has had coal contracts offered at 9s per ton but they have not yet accepted that price. 

(Engineering, 8 January 1904) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of the widening between Bradley Wood and Heaton 

Lodge. (L&YR Minutes, 12 January 1904)  

Manchester City Surveyors report on the various bills which affect the city. Amongst those the 

L&YR are seeking powers to widen the Prestwich branch railway from Long Millgate, in a north-

easterly direction, for a distance of two furlongs, six chains. The area scheduled is 16,198 square 

yards, exclusive of the existing railway. Portions of streets are shown to be stopped up, and the total 

area of public streets proposed to be absorbed is about 1,650 square yards. It is proposed to extend 

the bridge crossing Foundry Street for a distance of twenty five yards, in a south-easterly direction, 

to Back Foundry Street. The arch will have a span of twenty feet, and a height of fifteen feet. 

Foundry Street is now covered for a distance of seventeen and a half yards by a brick arch, having a 

span of thirty five feet nine inches between the piers and an average height of twenty three feet nine 

inches, from the surface of the road to the crown of the arch. It is proposed to extend the bridge 

over Roger Street for a distance of twenty yards in a southerly direction. The approaches to 

Pennington’s Court and Nuttall’s Court from Brighton Street are shown to be entirely cut off, and 

no substituted means of access to these courts is indicated. The length of Hargreave’s Passage, 

which it is proposed to stop up and absorb, is sixty eight yards. This passage extends from Red Bank 

to Hargreave’s Street, and is carried over the existing railway by a footbridge. The steps leading 

from the footbridge on the south-eastern side of the railway are marked “to be diverted”, but no 

method of diversion is indicated on the deposited plans, and no substituted passage is provided. 
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Hargreave’s Passage at present forms a convenient means of access for foot traffic between Red 

Bank and Hargreave’s Street, and is very much used by the public. The Company also seek power to 

acquire land abutting on the north side of Crumpsall Lane and on the east side of the company’s line. 

The area scheduled is about 4,533 square yards. An agreement between the Corporation and the 

Company is now in course of preparation, by which provision will be made for the widening of 

Crumpsall Lane on the south side, the company having the right to make additional openings under 

Crumpsall Lane at some future time between certain points.(Manchester Guardian, 16 January 1904) 

Some coal owners have accepted contracts with the L&YR at 8s 6d per ton. (Engineering, 22 January 

1904) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the Victoria station extensions, Contract No.4, works etc., comprising 

roofing of platforms, etc., also station buildings and offices. (Manchester Guardian, 26 April 1904) 

The L&YR has placed contracts for the equipment of two important section of its main line between 

Manchester and Rochdale with an “all electric” system of operating the signals and points. (Engineer, 

29 January 1904, p.114) 

Directors of the L&Y and LNW Railway companies held a joint conference at Hastings, last week. It 

is supposed to have had reference to the agitation for a through and direct service between the 

North of England and Hastings and St Leonard’s. (Engineer, 29 January 1904, p.114) 

On Tuesday, 26th January 1904 at a meeting of the Engineering Society of the University of Liverpool, 

a lecture on Railway Signalling was given by A C Rogerson, of the L&YR . Professor J A F Aspinall 

presided. (Engineer, 29 January 1904, p.114) 

February 
The Board of Trade reports of accidents at Luddenden Foot on 20th October 1903; at Sowerby 

Bridge on 22nd October 1903; at St John’s Road level crossing, Waterloo, on 2nd November 1903. 

(Railway Engineer, 2-1904) 

Electric Traction on the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, 2-1904) 

The L&YR have succeeded in arranging for twelve months’ coal supplies at 8s 6d per ton from the 

Denaby, Manver’s and Cortonwood pits. (Engineer, 5 February 1904, p.147) 

The L&YR has placed contracts for equipment of a portion of the main lines between Manchester and 

Rochdale with all electric signalling. (Engineering, 5 February 1904) 

Description and photograph of the 2-6-2 radial tank locomotive by Mr Hoy put into service on the 

Manchester and Oldham branch of the L&YR. (Engineer, 5 February 1904, p.134; Railway News, 6 

February 1904) 

Report of the L&YR. (Railway News, 6 February 1904) 

A further extension of Victoria station was opened on Monday, 1st February 1904, and in future the 

Middleton trains will use No.5 platform. (Middleton Guardian, 6 February 1904) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £23,337-11-6d, to be accepted for widening portions of the line between 

Rainford Junction and Kirby and between Orrell and Pemberton. Certain signals at and about Victoria 

station to be lighted by electricity. (L&YR Minutes, 10 February 1904) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th February 1904. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 February 1904)  

Report of the L&YR. (Railway News, 13 February 1904) 
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H A Hoy has resigned his position of chief mechanical engineer to the L&YR. (Engineer, 19 February 

1904, p.191) 

March 
Report of the electro-pneumatic signalling at Bolton. (Railway Engineer, 3-1904) 

Hoy 2-6-2 tank locomotive, photograph and dimensions. Lengths of railway maintained by the L&YR; 

six or more lines, 7 miles; five lines, 8 miles; four lines, 58 miles; three lines, 21½ miles; two lines, 

445 miles; one line, 31½ miles; total, 771½ miles (sic) (571 miles). 

Additional platforms at Victoria station were brought into use on 1st February 1904. All platforms 

have been renumbered; 1 is now 1 and 2; 2 is 3 and 4; 3 is 5 and 6; additional platforms, 7, 8, 9, and 

10; 5 is 11; 6 is 12 and 13; 7 is 14 and 15; 8 is 16 and 17. (Railway Magazine, 3-1904) 

A trial trip was made on Sunday last, 6th March 1904 over the electrified line of the L&YR between 

Liverpool and Southport. A train containing officials left Crossens, the next station beyond 

Southport, and ran direct to Liverpool without stopping, a distance of twenty one miles. Sunday’s 

run is said to be the first time in this country that any electric tram, or train, has travelled such a 

distance without stopping. (Engineer, 11 March 1904, p.262) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of roofing, etc., at Wapping goods yard, Liverpool.

(Manchester Guardian, 12 March 1904) 

Liverpool-Southport electrification, No.1. (Engineer; Engineering, 18 March 1904) 

Report of the electrified section of the L&YR and a trial trip. (Railway News, 19 March 1904) 

Extracts from a report; The trial was made yesterday, 22nd March 1904, of the electric service 

which the L&YR Company have fitted to their railway between Liverpool and Southport. “It is 

expected,” the Company say, “that in the course of the next few weeks electrically driven trains will be 

running the entire length of the line from Liverpool to Southport and onwards to Crossens (a fishing village to 

the north east), between the appointed times of the steam worked trains, and by degrees the latter will be 

suspended entirely by the more modern form of traction.” We have already given a full description of the 

electrical equipment of the line, and an inspection of the running stock shows that it leaves little or 

nothing to be desired as regards the comfort of the passenger. The trains will consist of first class 

and third class carriages. The first class will be in the centre of the train. A third class for smokers 

will be at the Liverpool end of the train, and a non-smoking third at the Southport end. This 

arrangement will be unaltered, no matter in which direction the train is running. The destination of 

the train will be shown by indicators fixed at the front and rear of the trains, and also by boards at 

the sides. It is proposed to run trains between Liverpool and all stations up to Hall Road about 

every ten minutes; between Liverpool and all stations up to Southport (Chapel Street) about every 

twenty minutes; between Liverpool and Southport (expresses) about every sixty minutes; and 

between Liverpool and all stations up to Crossens about every sixty minutes. The Company, it is 

obvious, do not intend to waste time on the journey. They say “the trains will not be due to arrive at 

and depart from many of the intermediate stations at the even minute, as they will stop at the platform for a 

few seconds only; for example, the train leaving Liverpool (Exchange Station) at 10.00am is due to depart 

from Bootle at 10.6½ am, and from Blundellsands and Crosby at 10.15½ am.” This experiment of saving 

[…] time in travelling will, no doubt, be watched with interest. With the object of losing the least 

possible time at the stopping places the passengers will be directed to stand at appointed places on 

the platforms according to the class of tickets they hold, and those who are alighting will pass out at 

the head of the train. 

The trial trip was quite successful. The train started from the Exchange Station at 11.35 in the 

forenoon, and got up speed quickly and smoothly. Once only was there any sensation that we were 
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going at a great speed, and yet the journey over 18½ miles was accomplished in 25 minutes […] 

which means about three miles in four minutes. 

On returning to Liverpool the passengers were served with luncheon at the Exchange Hotel 

followed by speeches. 

The cars which have been built for the new electric service are 60ft long by 10ft wide. An ordinary 

train of four cars will carry 270 passengers, each third class cars seating 69 and the first class 66 

people. The whole of the rolling stock has been constructed at the Horwich and Newton Heath 

works of the Company. With the inauguration of the electric service there will be a vast 

improvement in the travelling facilities. Under the old conditions there were thirty six trains per day 

in each direction between Liverpool and Southport, a somewhat similar number running also 

between the Exchange terminus and Hall Road, a station about midway between Southport and the 

city. When the electric service is in full operation, as it will be in the course of a week or so, the 

number of train between Liverpool and Southport will be increase to 65 in each direction, and 

between Liverpool and Hall Road to 54. In addition to a great increase in ordinary stopping trains, 

the distance being covered in 25 minutes – the same time as is now occupied by the steam 

expresses. (Manchester Guardian, 23 March 1904) 

Liverpool-Southport electrification, No.2. (Engineer, 25 March 1904) 

Report of another semi-public trial run on 22nd March 1904 on the Liverpool-Southport electrified 

line. (Railway News, 26 March 1904) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £15,328-03-6d, to be accepted for bottling Stores in connection with Messrs. 

Allsop’s tenancy, Great Howard Street, Liverpool. Also that of E Taylor & Co. £3,913, for extension 

of roofing, etc., at Wapping goods yard, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 30 March 1904) 

April 
Specification and photograph of 2-6-2 tank locomotive. (Railway Engineer, 4-1904) 

Liverpool-Southport electrification, No.3. (Engineer, 1 April 1904) 

Liverpool-Southport electrification, No.4. (Engineer, 8 April 1904) 

Liverpool-Southport electrification, No.5. (Engineer, 15 April 1904) 

A large warehouse at Hoghton station was destroyed by fire on Thursday, 14th April 1904, causing 

damage estimated at £10,000. (Manchester Guardian, 15 April 1904) 

The L&YR Steam Vessels Bill approved by a House of Commons Select Committee on Monday, 18th

April 1904. (Railway News, 23 April 1904) 

Report and plan of the new MR dock at Heysham. (Manchester Guardian, 23 April 1904) 

It is to be hoped that the difficulty the L&YR are experiencing on their newly electrified line from 

Liverpool to Southport will soon be overcome. Alarming reports were current in Liverpool during 

the past week as to a serious breakdown, but these were grossly exaggerated. There appears, 

however, to be a considerable leakage of power somewhere which is preventing full electric services 

from being maintained. (Manchester Guardian, 26 April 1904) 

May 
Bolton station. (Railway Magazine, 5-1904) 

Description and specification of the Hoy 2-6-2 tank engine. (Engineering, 6 May 1904) 
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At a meeting of the Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians held on 18th May 1904 the General 

Purposes Committee reported on their consideration to the letter received some weeks ago from 

the L&YR enquiring upon what terms the Manchester Guardians would be willing to sell their 

property on the New Bridge Street side of Victoria station for use sometime in the future by the 

Company. A resolution had been adopted by the committee and was accepted by the Manchester 

Guardians instructing the Clerk to write to the Company and inform them that the workhouse in 

New Bridge Street answered its purpose so well and was so conveniently situated that the 

Manchester Guardians preferred that the existing arrangements should not be disturbed. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 May 1904) 

A L&YR engine driver was fined £10 and costs at Chorley for being drunk while driving an express 

passenger train from Manchester to Blackpool. (Engineer, 20 May 1904, p.513) 

The L&YR have introduced new six aside carriages. A train will make a trial trip from Victoria 

station tomorrow, 24th May 1904, and several similar trains will soon be running regularly between 

Manchester and Oldham. (Manchester Guardian, 23 May 1904) 

The South Yorkshire Joint Line invite tenders for the construction of the Dinnington Main Colliery 

branch railway, sidings and works. (Manchester Guardian, 24 May 1904) 

Extracts from a report; A new kind of train was put into use yesterday, May 24th, by the L&YR 

Company. Hitherto the bodies of railway carriages, built on the model of the old stage coach, have 

been designed to carry ten passengers in a third class compartment and six in a first class – five on a 

side in one carriage and three in the other. In the new style of carriage there is room for six 

passengers on each side of the third class compartments and four in the first class. It is necessity that 

has caused the Company to do this. The platform space at Victoria station of Oldham and Rochdale 

trains is somewhat limited. Then, when the trains leave the station they begin to climb a steep 

incline. An exceptionally powerful engine is therefore needed to get up speed. The disadvantage in 

this respect will of course be lessened in proportion as the engine power is increased and the length 

of the train lessened. These two points have been met in the new trains which began running to 

Oldham and Rochdale yesterday. As to furnishing, the carriages are quite up to date. Each train 

consists of four bogie carriages, 54ft long and 8ft 11¼in wide. This is about a foot wider than the 

older carriages, and it allows 108 passengers to be accommodated in third class carriages in place of 

80, the weight of the coaches being only two tons more than those hitherto in use. Judging from 

yesterday’s experience in a trial run, the Oldham passengers will no longer feel that their engine is 

climbing with difficulty the steep gradients. The engines run up the hills with ease, and get up a speed 

of 30 miles an hour in 30 seconds or so. The engines now used on this line are ten wheeled, six 

wheels being coupled, with leading and trailing radial axle boxes. The working pressure of the boilers 

is 180lb per square inch – an increase of 20lb as compared with the ordinary boiler. 

The train is furnished throughout with electric light, and, when necessary can be heated with steam, 

the temperature being under the control of passengers. The first class compartments are panelled in 

sycamore and mahogany, and upholstered not in the old fashioned blue but in parti-coloured cloth. 

The third class carriages are also very comfortably equipped. Provision is made on each train for 32 

first class, 72 second class and 228 third class passengers, making a total of 332. The full length of the 

train is 229ft 7in, and the weight is just under one hundred tons. The doors of each compartment 

are fitted with patent spring locks, and in order to keep unwary passengers from leaning too far out 

of the carriages a brass rod has been fixed across the window spaces. (Manchester Guardian, 25 May 

1904) 

The L&YR have introduced a new train which includes many new features, the main one being the 

six aside seating. A trial run is to be made this week and when enough trains have been built they 

will take over the service between Manchester and Oldham. (Middleton Guardian, 28 May 1904) 

L&YR 20 ton wagons, details and photograph. (Railway News, 28 May 1904) 
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June 
Drawings of Hoy 2 June 2 tank engine. (Railway Engineer, 6-1904) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £14,320-18-7d, to be accepted for Victoria station extension, contract 

No.4, comprising station buildings and completion of platforms. (L&YR Minutes, 1 June 1904) 

The L&YR by changing their markets were able to arrange their locomotive coal price at 8s 6d. 

(Engineer, 17 June 1904) 

A curious accident is reported to have occurred to one of the L&YR expresses from Manchester to 

Southport recently. The train was hauled by one of Aspinall’s 4-4-0 locomotives. When running at a 

high speed between Wigan and Southport the tyre came loose from the right wheel, and on the 

train pulling up dropped off. The rim of the wheel fortunately rested on the rail, and the engine kept 

on the metals. (Engineer, 17 June 1904, p.613) 

Bacup station “closed”. The necessary gates and barriers are already in process of erection, ticket 

collection at Britannia and Stacksteads will cease. Two large incandescent lamps are to be fixed over 

the entrance gates. (Bacup Times, 18 June 1904) 

There are now seventy electric trains run every day on the Liverpool and Southport branch of the 

L&YR. The number will be increased as traffic demands. (Engineer, 24 June 1904, p.637) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £2,175-01-0d, to be accepted for excavation and formation of new road at 

Newton Heath. (L&YR Minutes, 29 June 1904) 

July 
Summer services of the L&YR includes a short description of the new Manchester-Oldham wide 

stock. (Railway Magazine, 7-1904) 

Advertisement of a through express service from Liverpool to the continent, via Harwich. A service 

to Cromer. Norwegian cruises in July and August. (Railway News, 2 July 1904) 

Bury right-of-way dispute. Public removal of barricades. The right of way along the footpath on the 

embankment of the Bury and Radcliffe reservoir has for a considerable time been in dispute. The 

reservoir is the property of the L&YR, and last year the Company erected barricades at three points 

of the footpath. These were removed by the public and replaced by the Company several times, the 

contention on behalf of the public being that there had been uninterrupted user for over a hundred 

years. To bring matters to a head, the railway company were officially informed that the barricades 

would be removed on Saturday, and a number of railway and local police attended at the reservoir. 

In the presence of several hundred people the barricades were removed, amid loud cheers, and a 

few speeches were made. The proceedings were orderly, but several names were taken by the 

police with a view to prosecution. The barricades had not been replaced yesterday. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 July 1904) 

Report on the L&YR interests and the Bill for steamship facilities from Goole to the continent. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 July 1904) 

The L&YR new steamboat enterprise. Report of evidence before Parliament with a map of routes 

planned. (Railway News, 9 July 1904) 

Preliminary proceedings of the Elton, Bury, reservoir dispute. (Manchester Guardian, 12 July 1904) 

August 
The report of the L&YR directors for the meeting to be held on 10th August 1904. The engineer 

reported that the remodelled platforms in the old part of Victoria station were opened in February 

last. A contract has been let for the new booking offices and a portion of the buildings forming the 
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new west front. The works have been completed on the Hunts Bank incline between Long Millgate 

and Lower Tebbutt Street and the contractor is in possession of the old lines for the purpose of re-

constructing Charter Street Bridge; on the completion of which the whole of the six lines will be 

available for use. (Manchester Guardian, 3 August 1904) 

The report of the L&YR directors for the meeting to be held on 10th August 1904. (Railway News, 6 

August 1904) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th August 1904. A report was 

included on the Liverpool and Southport electrification. The engineer reported that the widening at 

Brighouse, the goods shed at Trafford Park, and the timber yards at Bootle have been completed. 

(Manchester Guardian, 11 August 1904) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th August 1904. The engineer 

reported that the widening at Brighouse, the goods shed at Trafford Park, and the timber yards at 

Bootle have been completed. (Railway News, 13 August 1904) 

At the recent half yearly meeting of the L&YR, the chairman, Sir G Armytage, gave some interesting 

information as to the result of the electrification of the Liverpool and Southport branch. We have 

already fully described all the plant. It only remains to be seen what are the general facts connected 

with the working of the traffic. It will be remembered that the electrification is on the largest scale 

yet undertaken in this country, and it has been carried out by the contractors, Dick, Kerr and Co. 

Ltd. under considerable difficulties. It is one thing to make a new line, quite another to modify an old 

one without hindering the heavy traffic. It was extremely unlikely that, under the circumstances, no 

trouble would be experienced, but in point of fact, the trouble was small and confined to the first 

period of working. A crank shaft cracked in one engine as the result of a congenital defect, and a low 

pressure cylinder in another engine was split from a cause which opinions differ. These things have, 

however, in no way interfered with the success of the line. The first public trial trip was run from 

Liverpool to Southport and back on March 22nd of this year, and from the beginning of April up to 

the present time the number of electric trains run between Liverpool and Southport and Liverpool 

and Hall Road has been gradually increased from 25 to 110 trains per day, and more trains are being 

put on to displace steam trains as the machinery is handed over by the contractors. The general 

public has shown its appreciation of the more rapid and more frequent service by travelling in much 

greater numbers over the railway, the figures for the three months ending June showing that no less 

than 113,000 additional tickets had been issued. Sir G Armytage added that the figures for July show 

an increase of 57,000 passengers over the line. So far it has not been possible to arrive at any 

trustworthy figures as to the comparative cost of working by electricity and by steam. It is obvious 

that sufficient data could not be got together in less than twelve months. The first thing to do 

consists in making the system a mechanical success. About this there can, we think, be no longer any 

doubt. The trains can be run with the most perfect regularity, and the acceleration advantage 

secured is so great that the average speed of the trains is much augmented without the necessity 

arising for exceptionally high velocities during any portion of each trip. In so far as the electrification 

was a mechanical experiment, it may be said that it is entirely successful. The financial success of the 

undertaking remains to be assured. It depends, of course, very largely on conditions, such as the 

continued prosperity of Blackpool and the district. With which electricity has nothing to do 

(Engineer, 19 August 1904, p.184) 

Extracts from a report; The L&YR Company have now turned their attention to automatic 

signalling and a small experimentation […] is being made upon a section of the line between 

Middleton Junction and Castleton stations. Between these stations there are two signal boxes about 

a mile and a third apart, known as Mills Hill and Hopwood. The automatic signal has been erected on 

the down line midway between these signal boxes and thus is divides the existing block section into 

two. In the “track circuit system” both rails in the length of railway comprising a block section are 

insulated from the rails of the adjacent sections on either hand, the insulating material being inserted 
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between the ends of the rails and between the two portions of a special rail joint which is employed 

for the purpose. Within the insulated section the rails are connected to each other longitudinally by 

wire bonds, so as to ensure a perfect electrical connection. Thus the two lengths of rails forming the 

section of track to be signalled form end to end two electrical conductors, separated from one 

another by the insulation of the wood forming the sleepers and separated from the rails of the 

adjacent sections by the special insulation referred to. 

The signal governing the section is placed at the entrance to the section, and at the further end is 

provided an electrical battery, one pole of which is connected to either rail at the extreme end of 

the section. At the signal end is provided an electrical relay similarly connected to each of the two 

rails. The current from the battery thus finds its way through the rails on one side through the relay, 

and back again to the battery through the opposite rails, and so long as this state of things exists the 

relay is energised by the current. The energising of the relay is utilised by means varying with the 

method of working employed, to hold the signal arm in the position indicating “line clear.” The arm 

is of course invariably weighted to assume the “danger” position on the failure or cutting off of the 

operating power. Now immediately the first pair of wheels of an approaching train enters upon the 

insulated section an easier path for the electrical current than that through the relay is given from 

the rail to rail through the wheels and axles. The current being thus diverted the relay is no longer 

energised, the power operating the signal is cut off, and the arm rises to the danger position for the 

protection of the train. This condition prevails so long as the train or any portion of it remains by 

the section. The same effect also is produced by the breaking of a rail or by placing a bar of iron or 

other conductor across from rail to rail, the circuit being in the former case broken and the current 

in the latter diverted as by the wheels of a train. When the train passes out of the section the circuit 

through the relay is restored, the relay again energised, and the signal is thereby caused to assume 

the “all right” position. 

This is the simplest application of the track circuit arrangement. It gives an indication of any 

obstruction upon the track, while in case of any failure of battery power or otherwise the signal is 

restored immediately to “danger” […]. In the Middleton Junction installation the signals used are of 

the Westinghouse Brake Company’s pattern, and they are operated by small electric motors driven 

by primary batteries, each signal, with its power, being thus self-contained. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

August 1904) 

September 
Passenger statistics given at the L&YR half yearly meeting. (Railway Engineer, 9-1904) 

Halliwell goods station. (Railway Magazine, 9-1904) 

It is reported that the negotiations between the L&YR and the Goole Steam Shipping Company for 

the sale of the latter to the railway company have been completed. The purchase price will be 

approximately £260,000, including the buildings, warehouses, and plant at a valuation. (Engineer, 2 

September 1904, p.230) 

An experiment with automatic signals has been introduced by the L&YR between Mills Hill and 

Hopwood signal cabins. The signal is on the down main line and is normally clear. A section of the 

track is insulated and isolated, the signal being at the entrance of the section. The separate rails 

being connected to each other by wire bands so as to secure perfect electrical connection. The two 

lengths of rail forming the section of track to be signalled formed end to end electrical conductors. 

The signal which controlled the section was at the entrance to it and the further end was provided 

with a battery, at the signal end a relay was connected to the rails. This provided the circuit which 

energised the relay so that the signal was held at the clear position. In the event of power failure the 

balance weight returned the signal to danger. When the first pair of wheels of a train entered the 

insulated section the circuit was again broken, the relay de-energised and the signal returned to 
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danger, protecting the train until it passed out of the section when the relay was energised bringing 

the signal again to clear. (Middleton Guardian, 3 September 1904) 

The Southport and Cheshire Lines Extension Railway reports that gross receipts include the amount 

payable by the L&YR for the half year ending 30th June 1904, in respect of their guarantee, were 

£8,794 compared with £8,547 for the six months ending 30th June 1903, showing an increase of 

£247. (Engineer, 9 September 1904, p.253) 

L&YR 20 ton hopper wagon details and photograph. (Railway News, 17 September 1904) 

The LNWR, as we stated last year, proposes to enlarge the Exchange station […]. Last year the 

company promoted a bill in Parliament for the acquisition of a good deal of the property in Chapel 

Street, Salford, that lies a little to the west of the station. Their scheme was opposed by the Salford 

Corporation, as it was considered that the proposed alterations would add to the disfigurement of 

the borough by an increase of the number of railway arches which already abound in that part of 

Salford, it was suggested that the company might put shops in front of the arches, somewhat after 

the plan that was undertaken in Deansgate, Manchester, by the GN company. The company, 

however, in view of the opposition of the Corporation, withdrew the bill so far as it had to do with 

Salford. The LNW Company have now again given statutory notice to the Corporation that it is 

their intention to promote an amended bill in the next Parliamentary session for the purpose of 

extending the station. In the new bill the company have scheduled Sacred Trinity Church, Salford, 

which stands immediately at the foot of the station by the road which runs down into Chapel Street. 

With the demolition of the church, the old Flat-iron Market, at the bottom of Blackfriars Street, will 

also cease to exist, and this is a loss that will probably not be greatly deplored by the general public. 

In the new bill the company propose considerable alterations from their original plans, and are 

endeavouring to avoid interfering with much of the property in Chapel Street, which was scheduled 

in the original bill, including the new Caxton Hall, which is being erected by the Manchester 

Typographical Society. The new proposals of the company will shortly be placed before the 

Parliamentary Committee of the Salford Corporation for their consideration […] description of the 

church […]. Formerly there were schools associated with the church, but these were demolished in 

1891 for the purposes of the L&YR, and a sum of £6,500 was paid as compensation. (Manchester 

Guardian, 21 September 1904) 

The Dearne Valley Railway invite tenders for the construction of Section 4 of this railway, about six 

miles, from Cadeby to Black Carr. (Manchester Guardian, 24 September 1904) 

Report on the proposal of canal amalgamation in the Manchester area. (Manchester Guardian, 27 

September 1904) 

Description and drawing of the Hoy “pop” safety valve. (Engineer, 30 September 1904, p.329) 

October 
A letter to Clitheroe Rural Council from the Lancashire Asylums Board requested permission for a 

level crossing across the highway between Whalley and Mitton for a tramway siding from the L&YR 

to the proposed new county asylum. Refused. (Manchester Guardian, 4 October 1904) 

Motor bogie for the electric carriages on the Liverpool-Southport line. (Engineering, 7 October 

1904) 

Tickets previously collected at Crumpsall will in future be collected at No.1 platform at Victoria 

station with the opening of the new (Collyhurst) line. (Middleton Guardian, 8 October 1904) 

A transformer burst (sic) at the L&YR Formby power station on Wednesday, 12th October 1904. 

Trains were stopped for nearly an hour. (Manchester Guardian, 13 October 1904) 



1900-1909 

906 

Report of the L&YR half yearly returns show that 26,945,924 passengers were carried, a decrease of 

1,752,845, or 6.11 per cent. In the first class there was an increase of 39,796, or 9.16 per cent, and 

in money an increase of £3,779, or 3.04 per cent. The greater portion of this was attributable to the 

abolition of the second class on the Liverpool and Southport line. In the second class there was a 

decrease of 309,799, or 14.11per cent, and in money a decrease of £9,252, or 9.88 per cent, 

accounted for by the increased tramway competition in the suburban district throughout the system, 

and by a proportion of the passengers on the Liverpool and Southport line going into the first class 

and the rest into the third. In the third class there was a decrease of 1,482,842, or 5.69 per cent, 

and in money a decrease of £27,650, or4.03 per cent, also due to tramway competition, and to the 

depression in trade. (Engineer, 21 October 1904, p.393) 

The fourth and concluding section of the Dearne Valley Railway extending from Cadeby to Black 

Carr Junction, south of Doncaster, which has been let to Messrs Henry Lovatt Ltd., will embrace a 

length of about six miles of railway upon a double line basis, and will include the erection of a large 

viaduct across the valley of the Don at Conisborough, about half a mile to the east of Conisborough 

Castle. The viaduct will be a work of considerable magnitude involving in its construction the use of 

over 11,000,000 of bricks and over 2,000 tons of concrete. Its length will be over 500 yards and its 

height above the valley, 110 feet. It will form an attractive engineering feature of the neighbourhood, 

the superstructure being carried upon a succession of wide span arches, with a central steel span 

over the river Don of a clear width of 150 feet. The whole of the work will be carried out to the 

designs and under the supervision of Mr Stanley R Kay of the firm of Mammatt White and Kay, 

Leeds […] to whom we are indebted for the accompanying particulars. The railway immediately to 

the east of the viaduct enters a deep cutting in the magnesium limestone, for which over 400,000 

cubic yards of rock have to be excavated before it emerges upon bank in the neighbourhood of 

Warmsworth. A second rock cutting further east will have to be negotiated, from which over 

200,000 cubic yards of material have to be removed. The line will then pass forward upon bank to 

join the GN and GN and GE joint railways at Black Carr, at which point expensive bridges and flying 

junctions have to be constructed. The total cost of this section of the railway will approach a 

quarter of a million of money, and upon its completion a valuable through route will be established 

from West Riding and Lancashire towns to the Eastern Counties and London. Work upon the 

middle portion of this railway, the construction of which is in the hands of Messrs Gates and Hogg, 

contractors, is making considerable progress, a number of bridges being in the hands of the 

steelwork erectors, and nearing completion. It is anticipated this section of the line will be opened 

for traffic during next year. (Engineer, 28 October 1904, p.430) 

Report of the L&YR superannuation fund. (Railway News, 29 October 1904) 

November 
The Board of Trade report of an accident at Formby on 9th June 1904. (Railway Engineer, 11-1904) 

The present standard rail used by the L&YR is 86lbs per yard. (Engineer, 4 November 1904, p.445) 

Liverpool is being mapped out by the L&Y and LNW Companies with a view to a combined 

collection of goods and parcels traffic, and to concerted action in the running of passenger trains. 

The principle accepted is that there shall be no further waste, either through the overlapping of 

street-collecting vehicles, or by means of passenger trains, starting at or about the same time for 

identical destinations. (Engineer, p.498; Engineering, 18 November 1904) 

The Axholme Railway was opened from Crowle to Haxey on 14th November 1904. It is expected 

that the line will be opened for passenger traffic in a few weeks. (Engineer, 18 November 1904, 

p.498) 

Report of rumoured negotiations between the L&YR and the Hull and Barnsley Railway with 

amalgamation in mind. (Manchester Guardian, 18 November 1904) 
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In anticipation of the approaching commencement of their new steamship services between Goole 

and Hull and Hamburg, Antwerp, Ghent, and other continental ports, the directors of the L&YR 

have deputed a party of their leading officials, comprising, amongst other, J A F Aspinall, general 

manager; C W Bayley, chief traffic manager; J Wharton, goods manager, to make a tour of inspection 

on the continent, and to report upon the transportation methods and machinery of several of the 

principal Belgium and German railway systems and harbour authorities. (Engineer, 25 November 

1904, p.521) 

Report on “Trader’s Tickets”, free tickets issued on the condition that the trader does business with 

the L&YR to the extent of £300 per annum. Although very cheap and carrying with it many 

privileges it is not free. As an example of their utility we may say that a traveller in possession of one 

between Manchester and Leeds can use it on the outward as well as the inward journey by both the 

L&YR and LNWR routes with the privilege of calling at any intermediate station, and can thus do 

business at important towns like Rochdale, Todmorden, Halifax, Bradford, Dewsbury Batley and 

Huddersfield. Moreover, as the charge is strictly in accordance with the mileage, he can arrange for 

it to carry him from the important junction at Rochdale to Bacup, Todmorden to Burnley, Mirfield 

to Wakefield, Greenfield to Oldham, and so on. It also serves the purpose of a residential ticket – 

the extra distance to Eccles or Worsley, e.g., adding very little to the cost, whilst if the holder 

happened to live at Stalybridge or Middleton he would of course have to pay nothing extra. A few 

years ago there were a great number of such tickets between Oldham and Liverpool, which were 

used by the mill managers, but since cotton began to be largely imported via the Ship Canal these 

traders’ tickets have been gradually reduced in number, and now they are few indeed. The fruiterers 

in Smithfield Market are in turn, through the same cause, experiencing a difficulty in showing the 

railway companies that they have paid the required amount, and the same may be said of provision 

merchants. (Manchester Guardian, 29 November 1904) 

December 
Report of the death of George Banks on 12th November 1904. He was assistant passenger 

superintendent and goods train superintendent for the L&YR. (Railway Engineer, 12-1904) 

Report that the L&YR is to build a new station between Seaforth and Marsh Lane due to the 

increase of traffic. Report of Parliamentary evidence regarding the L&YR superannuation fund. 

(Railway Magazine, 12-1904) 

J A F Aspinall, general manager of the L&YR Company; C W Bayley, chief traffic manager; and J 

Wharton, goods manager are making a tour of continental ports in connection with their company’s 

scheme authorised by Parliament last session for running steamers between Goole and Hull and 

Amsterdam, Hamburg, Ghent, Heyst and other ports on the continent. (Engineer, 2 December 

1904, p.546) 

A goods train from Rose Grove to Wakefield, which was made up of about 100 waggons and drawn 

by two engines, broke in two when descending the Burnley branch line of the L&YR last night. The 

front portion of the train was passing through Stansfield Hall station, Todmorden, about 9.30pm, 

when the rear portion overtook it, and there was a great crash. Many of the waggons were broken 

to pieces and a number were thrown over the platform and down the embankment. On the other 

side of the line some trucks fell into a plantation and demolished a summer house. A stone column 

supporting a footbridge was also knocked down. The guard jumped from his van before the collision 

took place, and he escaped with a shaking. A breakdown gang was summoned, and the work of 

clearing the line was commenced. (Manchester Guardian, 6 December 1904) 

Extracts from a report; A goods train from Rose Grove to Wakefield, which was made up of 

about 100 waggons and drawn by two engines, broke in two when descending the Burnley branch 

line of the L&YR last night, 5th December. The front portion of the train was passing through 

Stansfield Hall station, Todmorden, about 9.30pm, when the rear portion overtook it. And there 
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was a great crash. Many of the waggons were broken to pieces and a number were thrown over the 

platform and down the embankment. On the other side of the line some trucks fell into a plantation 

and demolished a summer house. A stone column supporting a footbridge was also knock down. 

The guard jumped from his van before the collision took place, and he escaped with a shaking. A 

breakdown gang was summoned and the work of clearing the line was commenced. (6 December 

1904) 

Extracts from a report; The smash up of a L&YR goods train outside Todmorden station on 

Monday night was an unusual mishap in many respects. Its one happy feature is that there was no 

loss of life, the only case of personal injury – that to the guard, who bruised himself in leaping from 

his brake – is not serious. The drivers and stokers, who kept to their posts, escaped uninjured. The 

goods train was a long one, composed principally f empty waggons of the ordinary type – not the 

L&Y heavy waggons that have been introduced lately. The train was making a journey, drawn by two 

engines, down the branch line which runs from Burnley, towards Todmorden. At some point which 

cannot be ascertained definitely it parted in two. The engines, with ten waggons behind them, went 

on for some distance before the drivers discovered what had happened. Then, realising that they 

were on a decline and that there was a real danger of the detached half of the train running into 

them, the drivers put on steam and ran as far as Stansfield Hall station, the last outside Todmorden. 

But there the signals were against them and they had to stop. Meanwhile the rear portion of the 

train began to gain “way” on the decline and the guard’s brake was not sufficient to bring sixty odd 

moving waggons under control. Realising that an accident must happen, the guard jumped from his 

van and escaped without breaking any bones, although he was stunned by the fall. The waggons 

raced on, and at mast came into collision with the standing front portion of the train, and then there 

was a tremendous smash up. When the scene was viewed afterwards waggons were found to have 

been smashed into splinters, broken waggons were piled on broken waggons, waggons had been 

thrown down a high embankment on which the line there stands, the permanent way of both lines 

had been torn up, bricks, coke, and ironwork were scattered all around, the platforms of Stansfield 

Hall station were damaged, and a masonry pillar which was one of the supports of Stansfield Hall 

iron bridge was wrecked. At least fifty of the goods waggons were destroyed, and the damage to the 

line was so severe that three breakdown gangs who were at work within two hours of the accident 

were unable to make a complete clearance for traffic on both lines until midday yesterday. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 December 1904) 

Following an agreement between the L&Y and LNW railways the Windermere and the important 

Scotch trains of the LNWR will, from the New Year, start from Victoria station, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 6 December 1904) 

Report of an accident at Brighouse on 7th December 1904. (Manchester Guardian, 8 December 

1904) 

This time last year the L&YR obtained locomotive coal at 8s 3d from the Wath and Mexborough 

districts. (Engineer, 9 December 1904, p.579) 

The L&YR Central District annual dinner was held on Saturday, 3rd December 1904 at the Town 

Hall, Bury. (Railway News, 10 December 1904) 

L&YR locomotive coal for 1902 was 8s 9d per ton and for 1904 was 7s 3d per ton. (Railway News, 

17 December 1904) 

The tender of A Handyside & Co. £4,760-18-5d, to be accepted for strengthening Gauxholme No.2 

bridge over the Rochdale Canal, between Walsden and Todmorden. (L&YR Minutes, 21 December 

1904) 
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The L&YR has not proceeded further than the placing of 2,500 tons of locomotive coal at a Barnsley 

colliery at, it is understood, 8s per ton and they will probably have to pay 8s 3d for the best coal. 

(Engineer, 30 December 1904, p.649) 

L&YR locomotive coal for 1905 will be 8s per ton. (Railway News, 31 December 1904) 

New working arrangements have been recently concluded between the L&Y and LNW Companies. 

The object is to put an end to competition which has existed between the two companies for L&Y 

traffic. Commencing with the New Year, the two company’s trains, where they serve the same 

districts, will be timed in collaboration, instead of in competition. Expresses from Lime Street and 

Exchange stations in Liverpool for Manchester and Leeds and vice versa will leave at a reasonable 

interval from each other, instead of, as now, at practically the same time. In this way the train 

mileage will be greatly lessened and many economies effected. At present ordinary passengers 

between Leeds and Manchester have the option of returning by either route with their return 

tickets. This practise is expected to be extended to the excursion and weekend tickets, which both 

companies issue. In the running of goods trains an amalgamation of interests is also probable with a 

view to lessening the cost of working. The receipts will have to be pooled and then divided between 

the two companies, as soon as the new arrangement comes into effect. 

The NER has been running three fast trains per day from York to Liverpool and back via Leeds, over 

the LNW company’s system. In consequence of the changes which will soon come about, these 

trains are to be discontinued. (Engineering, 30 December 1904) 
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1905 
January 

Goods trains require continuous brakes; a goods train was smashed up at Todmorden on 5th

December 1904 blocking the line for twenty four hours. (Railway Engineer, 1-1905) 

Portrait Gallery. Sir George Armytage, L&YR chairman. L&YR—Liverpool Overhead Railway 

junction. Report of runaway accident at Stansfield Hall, Todmorden on 5th December 1904. Halifax 

as a railway centre. (Railway Magazine, 1-1905) 

An agreement between the L&Y and LNW railways allows the goods for the L&YR forwarded from 

the Longsight and Ardwick areas of Manchester will be accepted by the LNWR at those stations and 

forwarded by rail instead of being carried by road across the city to the nearest L&YR station, in like 

manner, LNWR traffic will be accepted at the Beswick, Dean Lane, and Brindle Heath stations. Also, 

in future, with a few exceptions, ordinary and tourist tickets between any stations on the L&Y and 

LNW railways will be available on either journey by trains of either company. 

The L&YR will introduce on 5th January 1905 a weekly sailing between Goole and Copenhagen 

following the recently obtained Parliamentary powers. The L&YR will acquire eighteen fast steam 

ships from the Goole Steam Shipping Company. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1905) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 3 January 1905) 

Railway Notes. It is no secret that Exchange station, Manchester, is not a great success as a 

terminus, and less still as a through station, though the internal arrangements have been slightly 

modified since it was opened and the cab exit improved. In one respect, at any rate, the moving of 

the LNW railway trains from under the same roof as the L&YR at Victoria station was a retrograde 

step, and no doubt if the work were being done today under the present friendly conditions a much 

more convenient joint station would be the result. (Manchester Guardian, 3 January 1905) 

The L&YR is believed to have placed a large order for locomotive coal with a Barnsley colliery at 8s 

per ton. (Engineer, 6 January 1905) 

A result of the joint working agreement between the L&Y and LNW railways has been the abolition 

of duplicate station staffs, for example, the work of the LNWR station master at Blackburn, Mr 

Brownsworth, and his staff has been transferred to the L&YR and in reverse all the L&YR business at 

Preston has been transferred to the LNWR. For some of the railway officials affected by these 

changes other positions will be found. (Manchester Guardian, 6 January 1905) 

Long report of the new working agreement between the L&YR and LNWR. (Railway News, 7 

January 1905) 

The L&YR new steam boat enterprise between Goole and the continent. (Railway News, 7 January 

1905) 

Special meeting report of the L&YR. (Railway News, 14 January 1905) 

The tender of J Butler & Co. £1,902-16-2d, to be accepted for the strengthening of Gauxholme No.1 

Bridge. (L&YR Minutes, 25 January 1905) 

February 
Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 8th February 1905. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 February 1905) 

The L&YR has publicly acknowledged the gratitude of the Board for the immunity from any serious 

accident during the recent bad weather in the following letter to the staff from Mr Aspinall, the 
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general manager; “I am instructed by the directors to express to the outside staff of all departments their 

appreciation of the way in which the safety of the trains was looked after during the fog in December, when 

not a single individual met with any serious mishap on the L&YR. This fact illustrates in a remarkable degree 

the importance of remembering that safety must come first and punctuality afterwards.” (Engineer, 3 

February 1905, p;116) 

Report of the directors of the L&YR for the meeting to be held on 8th February 1905. (Railway 

News, 4 February 1905) 

William Cockshutt, former station master at Victoria station, Manchester, has just retired after 

serving the L&YR for forty two years. A native of Clayton-le-Moors, he began as a porter at Victoria 

in 1863. Four years later he was appointed station master at Langho but was soon recalled to 

Victoria where he remained for some time, and then went to open new stations elsewhere. The last 

thirty two years he has spent at Chatburn. (Manchester Guardian, 7 February 1905) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th February 1905. It was reported 

that expenditure had been kept as low as possible and no new contracts had been let during the last 

six months. In that time the Collyhurst Connecting Lines and the Kirkdale tunnel widening had been 

completed. (Manchester Guardian, 9 February 1905) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th February 1905. It was reported 

that the Collyhurst Connecting Lines and the Kirkdale tunnel widening had been completed. 

(Railway News, 11 February 1905) 

It was stated at the L&YR half yearly meeting held on 9th February 1905 that probably the reason 

why a good deal of cotton carrying business had been lost was because of the lack of warehouse 

space at Middleton which had been under consideration for some time. (Middleton Guardian, 11 

February 1905) 

At the half yearly meeting of the L&YR Company […] the chairman speaking with regard to the 

Liverpool and Southport line, said that the company could not, at the present, tell the precise cost of 

working, in comparison with steam traction, but reliable accounts were being kept, which would 

enable this to be done in due course. The increase in the traffic had far exceeded their most 

sanguine expectation. In the month of December alone, when dense fogs occurred, they had an 

increase of 104,000 passengers on that section. (17 February 1905, p.165) 

The work in connection with the widening of the line between Kirkdale and Walton Junction, on the 

L&YR, has been completed. The old tunnel, which commenced at Kirkdale station and continued to 

within a short distance of Walton Junction, was 1,149 yards in length, and two lines, which were 

used for both fast and slow trains, met the requirements of the railway company up to a year or two 

ago, when, in consequence of the congested state of the traffic, it was deemed advisable to make 

some alteration of the system. (Engineer, 17 February 1905, p.165) 

The Barnoldswick and Gisburn Light Railway scheme has been abandoned because the promoters 

could not reach agreement with the L&YR or the MR with whom the projected railway was to 

connect. (Manchester Guardian, 24 February 1905) 

A smoking concert took place on Friday evening, 17th February 1905 in the Women’s Dining Room 

at Newton Heath carriage works. N Gresley had invited staff to partake of his hospitality to mark 

the occasion of his leaving the L&YR. Presentations were made to Gresley and his two children. 

(Railway News, 25 February 1905) 

March 
S Hauxwell, assistant goods manager of the L&YR, has been appointed assistant passenger 

superintendent and goods trains superintendent. W A Marsden, district goods superintendent at 
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Bury, succeeds Hauxwell as assistant goods manager. H N Gresley, assistant carriage and wagon 

superintendent at Newton Heath is appointed to a similar position on the GNR. (Railway Engineer, 

3-1905) 

Expenditure on maintenance of the L&YR permanent way and works in the second half of 1904 

compared with 1903; 1903, £283,110; 1904, £272,768. (Engineering, 3 March 1905) 

The widening of the L&YR between Long Millgate and Lower Tebbutt Street has been opened for 

traffic. Other works in the course of construction are; the Dearne Valley Junction lines; widening 

between Kirkdale and Walton Junction; widening at Bullfield, Bolton; widening between Hebden 

Bridge and Luddenden Foot and between Kirby and Rainford Junction. Work has been completed in 

connection with the extension of the Liverpool Overhead Railway to Seaforth and between Orrell 

and Pemberton. (Engineering, 10 March 1905) 

On Thursday 2nd March 1905 the L&YR started, at Southport, a penny-in-the-slot system of booking 

tickets. (Engineer, 10 March 1905, p.242; 24 March 1905, p.295) 

Arbitration proceedings were concluded after 21 days in connection with the assessment by the 

local authorities of £20,000 a year for Salford goods station which the L&YR contested. (Railway 

News, 11 March 1905) 

A presentation was made on Saturday, 4th March 1905 at the Royal Hotel, Bury, to W A Marsden, 

former L&YR district goods superintendent, who has been appointed assistant goods manager. 

(Railway News, 11 March 1905) 

Report of an automatic ticket issuing machine at Chapel Street station, Southport, introduced by the 

L&YR. (Railway News, 18 March 1905) 

The tender of Hughes & Stirling, £1,495-15-5d, to be accepted for buildings for electricity battery 

stations at Hall Road and Freshfield. L&YR Minutes, 29 March 1905) 

April 
W B Worthington, L&YR engineer-in-chief, has been appointed to a similar position on the MR. The 

Board of Trade report of an accident at Anchor Pit Junction, Brighouse, on 7th December, 1904. 

(Railway Engineer, 4-1905) 

Gradients of our chief railways, No. XII, L&YR. H N Gresley and W B Worthington leave the L&YR. 

(Railway Magazine, 4-1905) 

The L&YR have appointed D C Rattray chief engineer in the place of W B Worthington. A Watson, 

resident engineer at Bolton, has been appointed assistant engineer. (Engineering, 7 April 1905) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a connecting line at Miles Platting, including a brick 

viaduct and steel bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 8 April 1905) 

To meet the demands of the Fleetwood fish trade and to induce steam trawlers to use that port, the 

L&Y and LNW joint Railway Companies have decided upon a big improvement scheme at the Wyre 

Dock. Several fish stages are to be constructed and the latest appliances for discharging fish provided 

so as to accommodate the full fleet in dock, instead of at the Jubilee Pier. If trade continues to 

increase the timber pond will be converted into a fish dock (Manchester Guardian, 12 April 1905) 

No.9 dock at Manchester Docks is complete and water is being allowed to enter through a hole in 

the wall across the entrance which will be removed completely to allow access to the canal. 

(Manchester Guardian, 18 April 1905) 
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The L&YR announce that from 1st May 1905 a new express service would be introduced between 

Colne, Burnley, Accrington, Blackburn, Bolton, Victoria and London Euston. (Manchester Guardian, 

22 April 1905) 

Extracts from a report; A railway collision which up to the present has involved the loss of two 

lives and serious injury to a number of other passengers took place at Huddersfield station this 

afternoon. The trains which collided were a L&Y passenger train due out of Bradford at 1.50pm and 

a LNW train of three carriages, which were empty. The L&Y train was in the charge of W Cliffe, of 

Wakefield, driver, and C Lough, fireman, and the LNW train was under the care of Fred Haigh, of 

Hillhouse, driver, and A Nicholson, fireman. The point at which the collision occurred was at the 

viaduct just before the station is entered. 

So far as can be ascertained, the L&Y train was approaching the station at a good speed when the 

driver observed the LNW train on the same line […]. It was too late to avoid a collision. The signals 

are said to have been in favour of the Bradford train and against the LNW train, but, be that as it 

may, the two trains came into violent contact – so violent that the tender of the LNW engine was 

very badly damaged, and great damage was done to the tender of the L&Y engine. The L&Y train 

consisted of engine and tender and eight coaches, including the guard’s van at the rear of the train, 

the first carriage had a parcels compartment. The force of the impact was such as to cause the 

carriage next to the tender to mount on to the next carriage, which was virtually smashed. The roof 

of the second carriage, as well as part of the carriage itself, was forced on to the third carriage, but 

the rest of the train escaped without damage, and that portion of the train kept on the rails. The 

engine of the L&Y train was knocked off the road […]. In reference to the cause of the accident a 

Press Association telegram says the LNW train was being shunted […]. It was not known for some 

time that any person had been killed but about three o’clock the body of a man was found under the 

wheels of a carriage; a woman was then discovered under another coach, and who died later […]. It 

was not till after four o’clock that a railway crane was brought from Mirfield and used in the work of 

clearing the line […]. A gentleman who arrived at the station a few L&YR Minutes after the accident 

says; “When I got to the scene I was struck by the appearance of the carriages which formed the front 

section of the Bradford train. At first it looked as if only two carriages had suffered, but on a closer 

examination I saw that there must be a second carriage which had suffered the most […]. The tender of the 

L&Y engine was buried in the end of the first carriage, which was up-ended and sloping upwards. The wheels 

of that carriage rested on the body of what had been a carriage, but which had been reduced to matchwood, 

and this was slightly up-ended also, sloping towards the third coach, which had been telescoped by the 

second one. The roof of the second carriage and part of the side had been carried on to the roof of the third 

carriage, along with some of the internal portions of the carriage, such as cushions, baggage, rails, and other 

articles. (Manchester Guardian, 22 April 1905) 

Report of the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the direct line to Southport from Wigan. 

(Manchester Guardian, 24 April 1905) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £13,128-19-5d, to be accepted for the connecting line at Miles Platting, 

provided he will agree to complete the work in eight months instead of twelve, as stated in his tender.

(L&YR Minutes, 26 April 1905) 

J D Meredith, Yorkshire district goods superintendent, has retired after fifty years’ service with the 

L&YR. (Railway News, 29 April 1905) 

May 
D C Rattray appointed engineer in chief of the L&YR; F S Barnes appointed outside assistant, 

carriage and wagon department, in succession to F W Attock. (Railway Engineer, 5-1905) 

D C Rattray appointed new L&YR chief engineer. (Railway Magazine, 5-1905) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for widening a portion of the Burnley branch between Holme and 

Portsmouth. (Manchester Guardian, 6 May 1905) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned, subject to requirements, use of the connecting line between 

the Liverpool Overhead Railway and Seaforth station. (L&YR Minutes, 9 May 1905) 

Report of the right of way action by the L&YR at Elton reservoir, Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 9/10 

May 1905) 

A goods warehouse at Oldham Werneth station was destroyed by fire on Thursday, 11th May 1905. 

The building, constructed of corrugated iron and steel girders, contained between 4,000 and 5,000 

bales of American and Egyptian cotton. Successful efforts were made by the fire brigade to prevent 

the fire from spreading to the large and more substantially built warehouse adjoining. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 May 1905) 

The tender of B Lamb, £5,559-18-10d, to be accepted for widening part of the line between Holme 

and Portsmouth; also that of Gates & Hughes, £4,919-06-8d, for a bridge over the river Don at 

Conisborough. (L&YR Minutes, 24 May 1905) 

William Mycock was found hanging in a disused cellar at Royton station. He had disappeared 

mysteriously on Monday, 5th May 1902. (Middleton Guardian, 27 May 1905) 

June 
Mr Lamb having made a mistake in his tender for widening between Holme and Portsmouth wishes to 

withdraw it. That of T Wrigley, £5,742-15-4d, to be accepted. The Board of Trade have sanctioned 

the use of Victoria station extension and of Hunts Bank widening. (L&YR Minutes, 6 June 1905) 

Report on the lack of emergency exits from the dormitories at New Bridge Street workhouse which 

house infirm people. Though the Manchester Guardians would not be occupants of the premises for 

much longer risked should be avoided. (Manchester Guardian, 8 June 1905) 

The connection between the L&YR and the Liverpool Overhead Railway at Seaforth will be opened 

on Sunday, 2nd July 1905. (Railway News, 10 June 1905) 

The Zeebrugge Canal was officially opened with the passage of the L&YR steamer Mellifont. (Railway 

News, 10 June 1905) 

Judgement in the Elton reservoir, Bury, case given against the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 27 June 

1905) 

The holders of contract tickets on the Holcombe Brook branch of the L&YR yesterday received an 

intimation that on 3rd July 1905 a service of steam motor-trains will be commenced on the line from 

Bury. Several additional stopping places will be provided, and there will be a more frequent service 

of trains than at present. (Manchester Guardian, 30 June 1905) 

July 
The opening of the new ship canal from Heyst (Zeebrugge) last month by the L&YR steamer 

Mellifont is an important event, because it indicates that the ship canal from Heyst to Brussels is 

nearing completion […]. The L&YR will now maintain a regular service to Bruges. (Railway Engineer, 

7-1905) 

L&YR summer services. (Railway Magazine, 7-1905) 

Photograph and description of the new L&YR railmotor. (Railway News, 8 July 1905) 
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Report of the arrival of the King and Queen at Victoria station on Thursday, 13th July 1905 for the 

occasion of formally opening the new No.9 dock at Manchester docks. (Manchester Guardian, 14 

July 1905) 

Description of No.9 dock at Manchester Docks. (Engineer, 28 July 1905, p.88, 94/5) 

Report of an accident at Hall Road on 27th July 1905. (Manchester Guardian, 28/29 July 1905) 

August 
The Manchester Board of Manchester Guardians, meeting on 2nd August 1905, appointed a master 

and matron at the New Bridge Street workhouse on the condition that they would not claim 

compensation in the event of the L&YR buying the premises and who had allowed its powers of 

compulsory purchase to lapse on previous occasions and that they had lapsed now. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 August 1905) 

Long illustrated report of the accident at Hall Road on 27th July 1905. (Engineer, 4 August 1905, 

p.118/9) 

Report of the L&YR. (Railway News, 5 August 1905) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th August 1905. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 August 1905) 

While both first and third class passengers have increased on the L&YR during the last half year 

there has been a great decrease in second class passengers. (Engineer, 11 August 1905, p.140) 

Report of the adjourned inquest into the Hall Road accident. (Manchester Guardian, 11 August 

1905) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 12 August 1905) 

We are informed that the L&YR has decided upon making a trial of roller bearing axle boxes made 

by the Empire Roller Bearing Company on its electrical coaches on the Liverpool-Southport line. 

(Engineer, 18 August 1905, p.175) 

The L&YR has decided to extend the service of motor trains between Holcombe Brook and Bury, 

to include Radcliffe. The two motor trains will provide a forty minute service throughout the day. 

(Engineer, 25 August 1905, p.189) 

Report on the L&YR railmotors as introduced on the Bury to Holcombe Brook branch upon which 

two sets can maintain the service of twenty two journeys in each direction daily. Arrangements are 

being made to extend the service from Bury to Radcliffe Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 28 August 

1905) 

The L&Y receiving office in Mosley Street, Manchester, has been closed and the business transferred 

over to the LNWR office as a result of the working agreement between the two companies. As the 

LNWR are already short of room at Exchange station it is hoped that the site of their part of the old 

Victoria station may, if possible, be remodelled in such a way as to join up Exchange and Victoria 

stations more satisfactorily. (Manchester Guardian, 29 August 1905) 

September 
Report of the accident at Hall Road on 27th July 1905. The Board of Trade report of an accident at 

Huddersfield on 21st April 1905. (Railway Engineer, 9-1905) 

Report of the accident at Hall Road on 27th July 1905. (Railway Magazine, 9-1905) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for earthworks, construction of a bridge, retaining walls, etc. at Spring Vale.

(Manchester Guardian, 9 September 1905) 

The L&YR have made a start in the work of filling up Aspen Valley, which is crossed by the 

company’s main line between Church and Rishton by a trestle bridge about a quarter of a mile in 

length and at a height in some parts of quite 100 feet. The bridge is constructed entirely of timber. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 September 1905) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £22,882-08-0d, to be accepted for the erection of Cold Stores for Thomas 

Borthwick & Sons, at Bankfield, Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 28 September 1905) 

October 
On 20th April 1905 the 12.50am up goods train from Colne to Philips Park (engine, 110 loaded 

wagons, three empty wagons, a brake van, and two banking engines) was leaving Burnley Bank Top 

station when the 85th wagon from the train engine, with the four following wagons, left the rails at a 

crossing of a siding connection in the up main line. There is not any extra danger to the men 

working long trains, though perhaps greater skill and care are required in the manipulation of them, 

but this has been forthcoming. Their records show that accidents have been neither more numerous 

since the introduction of long trains in 1901, nor do they happen more frequently to long trains than 

to short ones. The length of goods trains will be gradually reduced when larger numbers of high 

capacity wagons become available, but meanwhile the old type of wagons must be continued to be 

used. A smaller number of wagons though conveying the same tonnage will be more compact and 

easier to handle. The L&YR claim a greater advantage in working traffic by using one long train in lieu 

of two short trains on a crowded line with numerous block sections, the saving of time being very 

considerable. The principal source of danger to passenger trains from goods trains is probably that 

in the case of a long train a wagon off the road might not be noticed by the train men so soon as in 

that of a short train, and the other road on which a passenger train might be passing may be fouled 

and the danger not noticed so soon; but no accident has happened from this cause owing to the 

introduction of long trains, which are now limited to 120 vehicles on the L&YR, whether loaded or 

empty. (Railway Engineer, 10-1905) 

By Sea and Rail; Dock Development; L&YR; First and third class dining cars of the L&YR. (Railway 

Magazine, 10-1905) 

The Lancashire Electric Power Company opened their first power station, at Radcliffe, on Monday, 

9th October 1905. (Manchester Guardian, 10 October 1905) 

The L&YR invite tenders for ballasting, paving, flagging, etc, for a new road at Newton Heath.

(Manchester Guardian, 14 October 1905) 

Assessment of the L&YR economics for the past half year. (Erratum, p.565) (Engineering, 20 

October 1905) 

The Board of Trade report of the accident at Hall Road on 27th July 1905. (Engineer, 20 October 

1905, p.379/80) 

Report of the L&YR Horwich Mechanics Institute meeting. (Railway News, 21 October 1905) 

The tender of W H Worthington, £1,546-16-4d, to be accepted for ballasting, paving, flagging, etc., of 

a new road at Newton Heath. (L&YR Minutes- 25 October 1905) 

Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund meeting. (Railway News, 28 October 1905) 

November 
Aspen Valley viaduct to disappear. (Railway Magazine, 11-1905) 
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Report of the proposed new railway between South-West Lancashire and the Fylde. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 November 1905) 

George Hughes, L&YR chief mechanical engineer, gave a lecture in the Newton Heath Public Hall to 

a large audience of mainly employees from the Carriage and Wagon Department. The lecture was 

descriptive of what Mr Hughes had seen in American engineering workshops and on the railroads. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 November 1905) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned use of the Kirkdale to Walton Junction widening. (L&YR 

Minutes, 7 November 1905)  

Report on the proposed new railway from Wigan to Blackpool and Heysham. Manchester Guardian, 

8 November 1905) 

In 1904 the L&YR, by persistent effort managed to secure a secondary class of steam coal at 8s 3d 

per ton. At the close of the first half year of that year they had secured fuel at 8s per ton. (Engineer, 

17 November 1905, p.499) 

Notice of the L&YR Various Powers Bill. (Manchester Guardian, 18 November 1905) 

December 
The Board of Trade report of the Hall Road accident on 27th July 1905; Photograph and 

specifications of 2-4-2 tank engine. (Railway Engineer, 12-1905) 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway, part one. (Railway Magazine, 12-1905) 

Report of the 11th L&YR goods managers annual dinner which took place on Friday, 1st December 

1905 at the Mosley Hotel, Manchester. (Railway News, 9 December 1905) 

A number of mishaps have occurred on the L&YR through goods trains breaking while ascending 

gradients and the back part running back down the hill. On the Burnley branch particularly has this 

been the case, and to overcome the danger a novel experiment is being tried in the shape of a sand 

track. This is fixed outside the down line between Cornholme and Todmorden. It is about 160 yards 

long, a sort of grooved rail filled with sand, and it branches off from the main line then runs into it 

again. The idea is that when the trucks break away further up the gradient and run back, they will be 

turned on to the sand track by the signalman, and in this way stopped. Practical experiments were 

made yesterday in the presence of a number of officials of the company. Trains of wagons, varying in 

number from ten to seventy, were let loose at Copy Pit to come down the line and run at full speed 

into the sand track. Some were pulled up in the track, but others ploughed their way through on to 

the main line again. No accidents occurred, and on the whole the trials were considered quite 

satisfactory. Crowds of people watched the proceedings with great interest. (Manchester Guardian, 

18 December 1905) 

Full time working for about a thousand men engaged in engine repairs at the L&YR Horwich works 

will start after the New Year’s holiday. For over two years they have only worked five days per 

week. (Manchester Guardian, 20 December 1905) 

Tenders for locomotive coal have been sent to the L&YR and other railways by the colliery owners 

on the basis of 8s 6d per ton for the first half of 1906 and 9s per ton for the second half or 8s 9d for 

the whole year. In some cases a counter offer of 8s 3d per ton for the year was received. 

(Engineering, 22 December 1905) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 30 December 1905) 
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1906.  
January 

The Manchester and Leeds Railway, part two; Through carriages to Kings Cross from the L&YR; 

Lancashire railways in the 40’s, details of railways in the Preston area. (Railway Magazine, 1-1906) 

Experiments with sand tracks as a means of stopping runaway wagons are in progress on the L&YR. 

In the trials between Cornholme and Todmorden wagons were let loose on a colliery branch, and 

allowed to run down on to the main line by gravity, the speed attained being 40 to 50 miles per hour 

and at this speed they were turned into the sand track. The experiments were considered 

successful, all but the longest trains being safely pulled up in the sand track. (Engineering, 5 January 

1906) 

The special motor carriage built by the L&YR to maintain a through service between the Southport 

electric railway and the south end of Liverpool over the lines of the Overhead Railway has now 

covered 1,000 miles of journeys to and fro over the route. Tests have proved so satisfactory that 

single carriages of this design will shortly be put into service. These special cars have 

accommodation for both first and third class passengers. (Engineer, 5 January 1906, p.7) 

The L&YR, it is understood, has increased its contracts with a Barnsley colliery on its own system, 

working a secondary class of coal. It has, it is stated, placed another portion of its contract with a 

South Yorkshire firm of large dimensions far outside its own territory for another secondary class of 

fuel. (Engineer, 5 January 1906, p.12) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening the railway between Littleborough and Summit. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 January 1906) 

Illustration by W Beale of Scotland Bridge over the river Irk in 1819. (Manchester Guardian, 6 

January 1906) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of the Hebden Bridge to Luddenden Foot widening. 

(L&YR Minutes, 6 January 1906) 

On Monday last, 8th January 1906 that portion of the third section of the Dearne Valley Railway 

extending from Cadeby to Crofton Junction was opened for mineral traffic, several trains of coal ran 

from Cadeby Colliery to the L&YR junction. (Engineer, 12 January 1906, p.40) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the reconstruction of a cotton shed at Oldham Werneth. (Manchester 

Guardian, 13 January 1906) 

The L&YR engineers report for the meeting to be held on 7th February 1906 states that the contract 

work for the Miles Platting connection line is complete, and the laying of the permanent way is 

proceeding. Contract No.4 for Victoria station extensions and the contract works for widening of 

the line at Bullfield, Bolton, are practically complete. (Manchester Guardian, 13 January 1906) 

The L&YR has been making experiments in order to avoid runaway accidents. The tests were 

carried out on the Burnley branch line. A sand track was fixed outside the down line between 

Cornholme and Todmorden for a length of 160 yards. The Yorkshire Post describes the track as “a 

sort of grooved rail filled with sand, which, after branching from the main line, runs into it again. The 

idea is that when trains break away further up the gradient and run back they can be turned on to 

the sand track from the signal cabin, and in this way pulled up, and disaster averted.” Practical 

experiments were tried all day on Sunday, in the presence of the leading officials of the company. 

Train loads of wagons, varying from ten to seventy in number, were let loose at Coffy (sic) Pit, and 

went bounding into the sand track at the rate of 40 and 50 miles an hour. Some trains were pulled 

up in the track, whilst others ploughed their way into the main line again. No accidents occurred, 
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and on the whole the experts are said to have been satisfied with the trials. (Engineer, 19 January 

1906, p.78) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £6,851-12-9d, to be accepted for widening the line between Summit tunnel 

and Littleborough. (L&YR Minutes, 24 January 1906) 

February 
Description and illustration of the Druitt-Halpin 2-4-2 tank engine. (Railway Engineer, 2-1906) 

Skew bridge picture query. (Railway Magazine, 2-1906) 

L&YR report. (Railway News, 3 February 1906) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th February 1906. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 February 1906) 

The Earning Power of British Rolling Stock, 1894-1904. Part XI, The L&YR. (Engineer, 9 February 

1906, p.136) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th February 1906. (Railway News, 10 

February 1906) 

Description of the new L&YR composite motor cars for use over the Liverpool Overhead Railway. 

(Railway News, 10 February 1906) 

Large Locomotive Boilers, paper by G Churchward to the Institute of Mechanical Engineers. J A F 

Aspinall gave some details of those used on the L&YR. (Engineering, 23 February 1906) 

Photograph of the L&YR motor car for use on the Liverpool Overhead Railway. (Railway News, 24 

February 1906) 

The appeal by the L&YR against the judgement in the Elton reservoir, Bury, trespass case dismissed. 

(Manchester Guardian, 26 February 1906) 

March 
Picture query answer; The Liverpool and Bury Railway brick skew arch over the LNWR Waterloo 

branch, Liverpool. How the railways work the Grand National traffic. (Railway Magazine, 3-1906) 

The L&Y and Liverpool Overhead Railways have inaugurated the new electric single car express 

service between Dingle, Liverpool, and Southport last week. The new car is the first of a number 

now being built by the L&YR for the service on the joint lines. It accommodates twenty first class 

and fifty third class passengers. The new car is heated and lighted by electricity. The service at 

present consists of five runs in each direction per day, and the return journey from end to end 

occupies about forty five L&YR Minutes. When the remaining cars are completed, the service will be 

increased, and two cars will be run in place of one, if the public shows its appreciation by making 

good use of this new connecting link between the south end of Liverpool and the stations on the 

Formby side of the L&YR Southport line. (Engineer, 2 March 1906, p.222) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the widening of the bridge carrying Crumpsall Lane over the railway at 

Crumpsall station. (Manchester Guardian, 10 March 1906) 

The L&YR invite tenders for re-roofing and repairing an existing warehouse and the construction of a 

new shed at Hoghton; for the construction of station buildings, platforms, etc., for halts at Linacre 

Road, Litherland, and Captains Lane, Bootle. (Manchester Guardian, 13 March 1906) 

A branch line is being constructed by the L&YR Company from the Dearne Valley to the Denaby 

Main Colliery at Conisborough. The line crosses the river Don by a bridge of three openings, the 
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centre span being 106 feet, the two side spans 22 feet each. The bridges will carry a single line into 

the sidings of the Denaby Main Colliery Company, and give a clear headway over the river of 19 feet 

for navigation purposes. The two main girders, and part of the flooring of the central span, were 

built on rollers on the embankment on the Denaby side of the river, and pushed out over other 

rollers fixed on two cylinders until the ends projected about 10 feet over the river. A barge, upon 

which a trestle had been constructed, was loaded with some 20 tons of steel rails, and floated 

underneath the projected ends of the girders. The rail ballast having been partly taken out, the barge 

rose and the girders rested on the trestle. Four steel ropes were fastened to the barge, and two 

ropes to the girders, and carried across the river to crabs on the opposite bank. The bridge then 

rested for the greater portion on rollers on the Denaby side, with one end on the trestle. The barge 

was then hauled across the river, and by means of the chains hung from blocks fixed to two derricks 

on the towing path, the bridge was lifted off the barge and let down on to its final position on the 

cylinders. The weight of the bridge carried by the barge was at no time greater than 40 tons and the 

total weight when completed, will be about 130 tons. The work was carried out under the 

supervision of Mr D C Rattray, chief engineer of the L&YR Company, Mr R H Clayton being resident 

engineer. (Engineer, 16 March 1906, p.269) 

The Liverpool Overhead Railway has not so far improved its financial position by the extension to 

Seaforth and joint running over the L&YR Southport line. Several of its stations on the overhead line 

are to be closed during a portion, or the whole, of the running hours from the present week in 

order to reduce the maintenance charges. (Engineer, 16 March 1906, p.272) 

Large Locomotive Boilers, continued. Reference made to the Druitt Halpin thermal storage system, 

with a drawing. (Engineering, 23 March 1906) 

The tender of G Ward & Sons, £2,810, to be accepted, subject to enquiries as to capacity, etc., for 

construction of halts at Linacre Road, Litherland, and Captains Lane, Bootle, also that of Tate & 

Gordon, £1,738-3-10d, for widening Crumpsall Lane bridge, Crumpsall. (L&YR Minutes, 28 March 

1906) 

Tenders were submitted in December 1905 by south Yorkshire coal owners to the railway 

companies, including the L&YR, requiring 8s 6d per ton for the first half of 1906 and 9s 0d for the 

second half or 8s 9d per ton for the whole year. The railway companies agreed to pay 8s 6d per ton 

provided the colliery owners extended the period of the contracts from twelve to eighteen months. 

Thus the contract will run from 2nd April 1906 to 30th June 1907 replacing all other contracts. 

(Engineering, 30 March 1906) 

It is stated that the L&YR is about to undertake the electrification of the line to Aintree, via Marsh 

Lane, and that two additional stations will be erected to tap the traffic between Marsh Land and 

Aintree. The line between the Exchange terminus and Marsh Lane is already electrified as part of the 

Liverpool-Southport system. At Marsh Lane the line is divided, a section running to the left, and 

crossing the Southport line by a bridge, approached by a curved incline over which the electric 

system will be extended to Aintree. (Engineer, 30 March 1906, p.322) 

April 
Report that the L&YR are considering the introduction of a “motor railway car” service between 

Rochdale and Bacup to thwart the introduction of motor bus and motor wagons on the road. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 April 1906) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of the widening at Bullfield, Bolton. (L&YR Minutes, 10 

April 1906) 

The L&YR invite tenders for excavation, etc., for marshalling sidings between Newton Heath and 

Moston. (Manchester Guardian, 12 April 1906) 
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Report on the proposed railway from Southport to Lytham and Blackpool bridging the river Ribble. 

(Engineer, 13 April 1906, p.382) 

The tender of T Egan & Sons, £13,799-0-1d, to be accepted, subject to references being satisfactory, 

for excavating, ballasting, etc., for marshalling sidings between Newton Heath and Moston, also that 

of T Wrigley, £8,565-14-8d, for additional storey to Cold Storage warehouse at Bankfield goods yard, 

Liverpool. (L&YR Minutes, 25 April 1906) 

May 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Cleckheaton on 25th September 1905. (Railway Engineer, 5-

1905) 

Normanton Junction Station. (Railway Magazine, 5-1906) 

It was reported at the Manchester City Council meeting held on 2nd May 1906 that the Rivers 

Committee had approved the L&YR plans for building over the river Irk at Victoria station in order 

to build five shops. (Manchester Guardian, 3 May 1906) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of buildings for an electric sub-station and battery station at 

Aintree. (Manchester Guardian, 5 May 1906) 

Report of the L&YR appeal against the rate assessment at Salford goods station. (Railway News, 5 

May 1906) 

Mr Rattray having given particulars of works carried out by T Egan & Sons, whose tender was lowest 

for the works at Moston, the contract to be let to T Wrigley for £14,755-09-4d or such less sum as he 

can be got to accept. (L&YR Minutes, 8 May 1906) 

Railway Economics – L&YR. Extract; expense for maintenance of way and works showed a decrease 

of £4,609 in the second half of 1905 but the company is still debiting revenue with the same amounts 

in respect of the relaying fund and stations replacement fund. (Engineering, 11 May 1906) 

On 2nd June 1906 the L&YR will open a new route to the continent by instituting from that date to 

17th September 1906 a bi-weekly steamer service between Hull, Zeebrugge, and Bruges. The sea 

journey will occupy about 13 hours. Express trains will run in conjunction with the steamers to 

Bruges, Ghent, and Brussels. (Engineer, 18 May 1906, p.501) 

The tender of J E Gabbutt, £2,140-15-3d, to be accepted for electric sub-station and battery station 

buildings at Aintree. (L&YR Minutes, 23 May 1906) 

The L&YR steamer Irwell, sister ship to the Mersey, was launched on Thursday, 10th May 1906 at 

Swan Hunter’s Neptune shipyard, Newcastle. She is 255 feet in length by 36 feet beam. There is to 

be accommodation for a limited number of passengers and the steamer is fitted to carry a large 

number of cattle and horses. The propelling machinery is also being constructed by Swan Hunters 

giving a speed of over 14 knots. (Engineering, 25 May 1906) 

June 
The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of the new passenger station and widening at Bolton. 

Also the connecting line at Miles Platting. (L&YR Minutes, 12 June 1906) 

Report of the L&YR continental steamship services. (Railway News, 16 June 1906) 

The L&YR steamer Irwell left the Tyne on Tuesday, 12th June 1906 for Goole. (Engineering, 22 June 

1906) 
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Report and description of the visit of the Institute of Electrical Engineers to the Liverpool and 

Southport line. (Engineer, 29 June 1906, p.650/52) 

July 
L&YR summer services. (Railway Magazine, 7-1906) 

The L&YR introduce the motor train service on 1st July 1906 between Southport and Barton, Altcar 

and Hillhouse. (Manchester Guardian, 2 July 1906) 

Report of the new L&YR railmotor services at Rainford and Downholland. (Railway News, (7 July 

1906) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening a bridge carrying Common Side Lane over the railway at 

Featherstone. (Manchester Guardian, 12 July 1906) 

Messrs Dick Kerr have just published a handsomely illustrated book on the electric traction on the 

L&YR. (Engineering, 13 July 1906) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a halt at Orrell Park; for covering over of the river 

Irk near Victoria station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 14 July 1906) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £3,305-18-1d, to be accepted for covering over a portion of the river Irk 

near Victoria station; also that of Tate & Gordon, £1,126-10-6d, for widening Common Side Lane 

bridge, Featherstone. (L&YR Minutes, 25 July 1906) 

Report of the Elton reservoir, Bury, trespass case celebratory dinner. (Manchester Guardian, 26 July 

1906) 

August 
The engineers and several combined trades at the L&YR locomotive works at Horwich have applied 

for an increase of 2/- per week and a 5% advance on piece work. The management have refused to 

consider the advance on piece work, but promised that the weekly wage application should have 

consideration. (Manchester Guardian, 1 August 1906) 

The L&YR directors report for the meeting to be held on 7th August 1906. The engineer reported 

that the works comprised in the Victoria stations extensions are now complete and in use, and a 

contract has been let for the remaining portion of the buildings. The whole of the work on the Miles 

Platting connecting line is complete, and the works in the widening of the railway between 

Littleborough and Summit will be ready at an early date. (Manchester Guardian, 1 August 1906) 

L&YR meeting report. The engineer reported that the widening between Portsmouth and Holme 

was opened on 30th May 1906. The Miles Platting connecting line and Victoria station contract No.4 

are completed. (Railway News, 4 August 1906) 

From Miscellany. The many thousands who daily pass to and from Victoria station will have 

noticed the newly painted map of the L&YR system on the tiled entrance walls. The painter at work 

was recently tackled by a gentleman whose pride must have been abnormal. “Dost come from 

Rochdale” “no, why?” “Well, tha’s painted Rochdale bigger nur Owdham. Dostna knaw Owdham’s bigger 

nur Rochdale and Royton both put together? Tha’ll get punced if some chaps as ah know fra Owdham cops 

thee doin it”. (Manchester Guardian, 6 August 1906) 

On Saturday, 4th August 1906 all the departments at the L&YR locomotive works at Horwich 

resumed full time. On 10th September 1903 the works closed on Saturdays, and so continued for 

over twelve months, and in the following year only a part of the men worked on Saturdays. Three 

years ago there were 4,000 on the wage list, but now there are some three or four hundred fewer. 

The engineer at the works and several combined trades are negotiating for an advance of 2/- per 
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week. The moulders have applied separately, and, meeting with a refusal, on Saturday handed in a 

week’s notice. An advance of 2/- would bring their wage to 40/- a week, which they claim is the level 

of Bolton, Bury, Preston, and Manchester, where wages have been advanced. (Manchester Guardian, 

6 August 1906) 

The tender of J Riddock, £6,412-01-6d, to be accepted for the formation and completion of new 

timber yard, WC’s, and urinals at Seaforth Road, Seaforth. (L&YR Minutes, 8 August 1906) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th August 1906. It was stated that the 

assessment of Salford goods yard had been reduced, by arbitration, by over £4,000. The steamer 

Colne was lost in a heavy gale last March, a replacement is being built. (Manchester Guardian, 9 

August 1906) 

The wages question at the L&YR locomotive works at Horwich looks like being amicably settled. 

The engineers, etc., have decided to accept the offer of 1/- per week, and all labourers rated at 17/- 

per week to have 18/- per week. The moulders have withdrawn the notices for 2/-, and it is 

expected that they and the joiners and others will share in the general advance of 1/- per week. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 August 1906) 

Railway Motor Car Traffic, paper to the Institute of Mechanical Engineers. (Engineering, 10 & 24 

August 1906) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 8th August 1906. It was stated that the 

assessment of Salford goods yard had been reduced, by arbitration, by over £4,000. The steamer 

Colne was lost in a heavy gale last March, a replacement is being built. (Railway News, 11 August 

1906) 

The L&YR has spent £191,282 during the last half year, including excavations for sidings between 

Newton Heath and Moston, widening between Littleborough and Summit and between Portsmouth 

and Holme. (Middleton Guardian, 18 August 1906) 

The L&YR announces that arrangements have been made for the continuation up to the end of 

September of the new steamer service between Hull, Zeebrugge and Bruges. (Engineer, 24 August 

1906, p.195) 

It was reported at the meeting of the L&YR that the rail-motors on the Bury and Tottington line 

have been so successful that they had increased the number to eight. The company has also decided 

to build six more of these cars, and also to purchase some motor omnibuses to collect traffic from 

parts of the country adjoining the railway, which had no direct connection at present. (Engineer, 24 

August 1906, p.195) 

September 
H Marriott appointed L&YR assistant traffic manager. (Railway Engineer, 9-1906) 

The anticipated traffic between the L&Y and the Liverpool Overhead Railways not realised. (Railway 

Magazine, 9-1906) 

The old Newton Heath Association Football Club ground on North Road, adjoining Monsall 

Hospital was opened by the St Anne’s Recreation Society. (Manchester Guardian, 3 September 

1906) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the widening of the bridge over the Leeds and Liverpool Canal at 

Padiham Junction, Rose Grove. (Manchester Guardian, 13 September 1906) 

The device recently adopted by the L&YR to prevent accidents through the breaking in two of 

goods trains on their steep branch line between Todmorden and Burnley has just proved itself a 
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good one. The line is so steep that goods trains frequently have broken in two while ascending it, 

the latter half of the train running downhill again and becoming a source of great danger. The 

company hit upon the plan of a sand track, into which such runaways might be turned, and one, 

several hundred yards long, was established just below Cornholme station. On Tuesday night, 18th

September 1906 a goods train of seventy wagons to Rose Grove from Wakefield was passing 

Portsmouth signal cabin, when it was noticed that some forty trucks had become detached from the 

front portion of the train, and were slipping backwards down the hill. The signalman at once notified 

the cabin at Cornholme, a mile and a half away down the hill, and when the detached portion of the 

train got to Cornholme, travelling at a great pace, it was turned off the main line onto the sand drag. 

It was stopped in quite a short distance. It was the same train, singularly enough, which, owing to a 

similar mishap, caused the smash at Stansfield Hall station two years ago, before the sand track was 

laid. (Manchester Guardian, 22 September 1906) 

In the dreary covered passage that connects the Victoria and the Exchange stations in Manchester 

there is one piece more dreary that the rest. It is a piece of platform about a hundred yards long 

which looks like a little used siding. The out-porter who was carrying my bag from one station to 

the other paused at this dimly lighted spot and indulged in reminiscence. “When I began out-portering 

as a lad, mister, this bit of platform was all the station there was. That was thirty years ago; and then, will 

you believe it, there warn’t neither the Victoria nor the Exchange station, but just this little sidin’. They say 

now it’s the biggest station in England. They uses the old station for fish now – fish! And it used to be for 

folks and everythin’. And we did better then nor we do now, earned more for wot we did, and warn’t hustled 

about from mornin’ to midnight.” (Manchester Guardian, 26 September 1906) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £3,822-11-3d, to be accepted for widening bridge over the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal at Padiham Junction, Rose Grove. (L&YR Minutes, 27 September 1906) 

The L&YR recently announced its intention to establish a motor train service between Preston and 

Hesketh Bank in November. It has also been virtually decided to establish a similar service between 

Darwen and Accrington, passing through Blackburn. The possibility of catering for the great holiday 

traffic in the Ribble Valley by motor trains from Blackburn through Langho to Whalley is also said to 

be under consideration. (Engineer, 28 September 1906, p.321) 

October 
The employees of the L&YR carriage and wagon works at Newton Heath recently made an 

application for an advance of 2/- a week and a corresponding increase in piece work prices. A 

deputation was appointed to lay the case before the management, and a reply has been received 

stating that the company are not in a position to grant the request. The reply has caused 

dissatisfaction among the men, as they say that when times were bad they agreed to accept a 

reduction. Now that the conditions have improved they think it is reasonable that they should have 

some slight share in them. (Manchester Guardian, 2 October 1906) 

The L&YR are proceeding with a portion of the railway works at Newton Heath authorized by their 

Act of 1900. Beginning at the bridge over St Mary’s Road the main line runs through a deep cutting 

through Moston and onwards towards Middleton Junction. From St Mary’s Road to Nuthurst Road 

bridge the line is being widened on the right hand side, and it is intended to construct sidings 

containing twelve or thirteen sets of metals with the object of dealing more effectively with the 

goods traffic from the Yorkshire district, and in order fully to utilize the connection between the 

main line and the Ashton branch on the north easterly side of Miles Platting station. By this means 

the traffic at Miles Platting will be considerably relieved. (Manchester Guardian, 5 October 1906) 

Report of a near miss at Wigan station. A Rochdale to Southport train, hauled by 2-4-2 tank engine 

No.1350, was leaving the station when a Manchester to Blackpool train, hauled by 4-4-2 No.1411, 

was passing through the station, having been diverted through Wigan to Burscough because the 

King’s train was passing through Preston. Station staff were able to give warning and both trains 
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were brought to a stand at the end of the loop with only the buffers damaged and were allowed to 

continue after examination. (Manchester Guardian, 9 October 1906) 

Reference to L&YR railmotors at the meeting of the Institute of Mechanical Engineers. (Engineer, 26 

October 1906, p.417) 

Paper on Railway Motor Traffic and Vehicles. Part 1. (Engineer, 26 October 1906) 

November 
The Board of Trade report on a boiler explosion at The Oaks on 9th April 1906. (Railway Engineer, 

11-1906) 

Photograph and specification of Druitt Halpin 2-4-2 tank engine. (Railway Magazine, 11-1906) 

Paper on Railway Motor Traffic and Vehicles. Part 2. (Engineer, 2 November 1906) 

Specifications and photographs of the L&YR railmotor. (Engineering, 2 November 1906) 

Report of the L&YR Superannuation Fund. (Railway News, 3 November 1906) 

The steep embankment between Newton Heath and Nuthurst Road bridge, Moston, is being 

removed by two steam navvies, the excavated material is being dumped in part of Moston Brook 

valley. To avoid interrupting the main line a tunnel has been made under the line and a level crossing 

over St Mary’s Road. The work will take about eighteen months. (Middleton Guardian, 10 

November 1906) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of a footbridge over the North Mersey 

branch railway near Fazakerley Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 13 November 1906) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £1,383-15-11d, to be accepted for the construction of a footbridge over the 

North Mersey branch near Fazakerley Junction. (L&YR Minutes, 21 November 1906) 

After an extended trial with a couple of steam rail motor cars on the short branch from Bury to 

Holcombe Brook, the L&YR have recently placed more in service in other districts. On other lines 

these cars have usually been run on quiet country branches where the traffic required nursing but 

the L&YR have found them very successful on more populous routes […] (There follows a 

description of the vehicle) […] There is an ingenious arrangement of collapsible steps, which are let 

down at the “halts” where there is no platform, and these steps are so arranged that when down 

the electric starting signal cannot be given. (Manchester Guardian, 22 November 1906) 

Royal Commission on Canals and Waterways, No. XXII. Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal. 

(Railway News, 24 November 1906) 

Report of a presentation to railwaymen at Wigan whose action prevented an accident on 8th

October 1906. (Manchester Guardian, 29 November 1906)  

The L&YR have plans for the development of Winteringham Haven on the Humber. They are 

seeking running powers over the North Lindsey Railway. Access to Winteringham is to be obtained 

by extending the Axholme line. (Engineering, 30 November 1906) 

The bucket dredger Fleetwood, launched on the 20th September by Messrs Ferguson Bros., Port 

Glasgow, for the L&Y and LNW Joint Railway Company’s, was recently tried on the measured mile 

and attained, we are informed, a mean speed of fully half a knot in excess of speculation. She 

afterwards proceeded to Fleetwood, where dredging trials were carried out under the direction of 

Mr L Franklin, Mr A T Gibson, and Captain Bond. The results were considered satisfactory, dredging 

being done with hopper barges at the rate of 1,150 tons per hour. 
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The vessel, which, as is quite customary with this type of craft, was launched complete with 

machinery aboard and steam up, is the largest and most powerful bucket dredger owned by the 

company. She is of the bow-well centre bucket ladder type, length 172ft by 36ft 6in by 12ft moulded, 

and is designed to raise 900 tons per hour. She is built to Lloyd’s highest class. The bucket ladder 

and box framings for supporting the chain of buckets and dredging gear has been constructed of 

girder work, all put together and connected with steel rivets, closed by hydraulic pressure. Side 

shoots are arranged for discharging the dredger material over either side of the vessel into hopper 

barges, the lifting and lowering of each shoot being worked by an independent engine. The regulation 

of the discharge of the spoil to either side of the vessel is controlled by a strong flap valve door fixed 

at the apex of the shoots and worked by gear from the main deck. Separate accommodation is 

provided under the deck for the captain, engineer’s crew, and ladder men, special provision being 

made for light and ventilation. Steering gear is fitted on the bridge, which is placed at the top of the 

main gear framing. 

A complete installation of electric light is fitted throughout. Heavy elm beltings are fitted all round 

the vessel and also strong vertical fenders at intervals to take the wear of the barges lying alongside. 

The bucket ladder is suspended independently of the upper timber shaft. The main engines, which 

are employed for either propelling the vessel or driving the dredging gear, consist of one set of 

triple-expansion surface-condensing inverted direct-acting type, having three cranks, and designed to 

indicate 700 horse-power. Steam reversing gear is fitted. Steam is supplied from two cylindrical 

return multitubular boilers constructed under Lloyd’s special survey. The dredging machinery is of 

massive design. The gearing is arranged to work the buckets at two different speeds, according to 

the nature of material being dredged. All wheels, pinions, clutches, tumblers, and bucket backs are of 

steel. The upper tumblers shaft is driven by a friction spur-wheel of large diameter and capable of 

being adjusted to convey the necessary power to the buckets according to the hardness of material 

being worked. The hoisting gear for the bucket ladder consists of a heavy wire-rope tackle in upper 

and lower sheave blocks suspended from a crosshead fixed on a box-framing-structure built into the 

vessel at the forward end of the vessel, the lower sheave blocks being connected to the bucket 

ladder by forged side rods; the wire rope is wound on a large grooved barrel driven by gearing from 

a double-cylinder engine, all this machinery being placed under the deck. The wheels and handles for 

working this gear are, however, placed on deck so as to be under the control of the dredging 

master. The dredger buckets each have a capacity of 21 cubic feet. A crane is fitted on deck for 

overhauling the buckets and links and for general purposes. 

Six steam winches are fitted on board – three at the bow and three at the stern of the vessel – 

these being for manipulating the mooring chains and for holding the dredger up to its work. Each 

winch is driven by a two-cylinder engine. The dredger was to be capable of propelling herself at a 

rate of speed of seven knots per hour, and, as we have already said, she actually went half a knot 

faster than this. (Engineer, 30 November 1906, p.561) 

December 
Aspinall appointed chairman of the General Managers. Details of the new superannuation scheme 

introduced on the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, 12-1906) 

Report of the L&YR Horwich Mechanics Institute prize giving and review. (Railway News, 1 

December 1906) 

The 12th annual L&YR goods managers’ dinner was held on Saturday, 8th December 1906 at the 

Queen’s Hotel, Southport. (Railway News, 15 December 1906) 

Report of the pooling agreement between the railway companies carrying to Liverpool under test 

until September 1907. The Railway Clearing House will work out each company’s percentage of 

profit to be taken from the pooled totals of future receipts. The railways are the L&Y, L&NW, CLC,  
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Great Western,  Great Central, GN, Midland, and Great Central and Midland Joint. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 December 1906; Engineering, 17 December 1906) 

Railway companies in Liverpool (L&YR, LNW, CLC, GWR, GCR, MR, and GC/MR Joint) have 

entered a pooling agreement to eradicate competitive working between stations and eliminate 

wasted running. (Engineering, 21 December 1906) 
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1907 
January 

The Board of Trade report of an accident at Preston on 16th August 1906. (Railway Engineer, 1-

1907) 

Reports on; Horwich Railway Mechanics Institute playing field; new electric services between 

Liverpool and Aintree; photographic slides. (Railway Magazine, 1-1907)  

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1907) 

The L&YR, which in the session of 1905 obtained powers to become owners of steamers trading to 

continental ports, and which bought up the fleet of the Goole Company, has given notice of its 

intention to apply to Parliament for power to extend its system to Winteringham Haven, on the east 

side of the river Trent, where it proposes to construct a dock for dealing with a portion of its trade, 

and which now passes through the Aire and Calder docks at Goole […]. The present railway system 

is to be connected with an intended new port by a tunnel under the Trent […]. The Great Central 

Railway has also given notice for an extension of its line to Winteringham. (Engineer, 4 January 1907, 

p.3)  

The Lancashire Asylums Board invite tenders for the formation of a branch railway, 44 chains long, 

from the L&YR, near Whalley, to the site of the new asylum and the erection of an under bridge. 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 January 1907)  

A H Duffin has resigned as L&YR store-keeper. J Waring has been appointed in his place. (Railway 

News, 5 January 1907) 

Report of a fire in the arches beneath Exchange station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 11 

January 1907) 

The LYR invite tenders for the construction of a goods shed and extension office at Burnley Bank 

Top. (Manchester Guardian, 12 January 1907) 

At a level crossing on the L&YR there are, says the “Electrician”, gates which are now opened and 

closed electrically. The motor employed runs at 1,500 revolutions per minute, and is rated at 2 hp. 

When the gates have completed their journey in either direction the current is automatically cut off. 

It is estimated that about two BoT units per day will be consumed, each operation taking about 15 

seconds. (Engineer, 18 January 1907) 

Report of a runaway goods train, when the couplings parted on the Baxenden incline, much damage 

was done to wagons at Accrington station. (Manchester Guardian, 23 January 1907) 

Tender of T E Sugden, £2,980-12-2d, to be accepted for extension of goods shed and offices at 

Burnley Bank Top; also that of E Taylor & Co, for the erection of shops on Victoria Station 

Approach, providing they will accept the price quoted by R Neill & Sons, £2,638-18-8d. (L&YR 

Minutes, 23 January 1907) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 6th February 1907. The engineer reported 

that the widening between Littleborough and Summit was completed; at Padiham the railway over 

the canal was being widened by two extra lines. At Victoria station the central portion of the main 

building has been completed to the second floor, the northerly portion to the ground floor and the 

southerly portion to the first floor. (Manchester Guardian, 30 January 1907) 

February 
L&YR directors report. (Railway News, 2 February 1907) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a hydraulic wheel drop at the engine shed, Bolton; 

for the construction and erection of a footbridge at New Hey. (Manchester Guardian, 5 February 

1907) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 6th February 1907. (Manchester 

Guardian, 7 February 1907) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 9 February 1907) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the steelwork in the alteration to the footbridge across the entrance to 

the timber pond, Wyre Dock; for the construction of an additional opening under Shaw Road and 

taking down the existing bridge at Royton; for the construction of a potato shed weighing office, 

weigh machine foundations and the covering over of a colliery tramway at Danes House, Burnley. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 February 1907) 

On Saturday night, 2nd February 1907, a train was pulled up at Taylor Street signal cabin, Blackburn, 

on the L&YR, as the signals were not lowered for it to proceed, the driver sent his fireman to the 

cabin to ascertain the cause, in accordance with rule 55, and it was found that the signalman was 

dead. It may be remarked that the L&Y Company were the first to equip the whole of their line with 

telephones between all the signal cabins […]. The main who died had been ill for some time. At one 

time employed at Bolton Junction signal cabin, Blackburn, he applied for lighter duties and was 

transferred to Cherry Street Junction and afterwards given lighter duties at Taylor Street signal cabin 

where there is very little movement of points. This reveals splendid testimony to the consideration 

given by the L&Y Company to their servants. (Railway News, 9 February 1907) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £2,510-4-9d, to be accepted for potato shed, weigh office, and weighing 

machine foundations, and covering over of colliery tramway at Dane’s House, Burnley; also that of 

Tate & Gordon, £2,789-0-10d, for construction of an additional opening under Shaw Road, and taking 

down an existing bridge at Royton; also that of E Taylor & Co. £2,653-4-2d, for erection of shops 

over the river Irk on Victoria Station Approach. (L&YR Minutes, 20 February 1907) 

March 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of the widening between Littleborough and Summit. 

(L&YR Minutes, 12 March 1907) 

Report of the Commercial Motor Exhibition. Photograph of one of the new L&YR motor buses with 

the Miles Daimler chassis and body by Christopher Dodson. (Railway Times, 16 March 1907) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new warehouse at Bolton Road goods yard, 

Blackburn. (Manchester Guardian, 16 March 1907) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £5,312-02-9d, to be accepted for new warehouse at Bolton Road goods 

yard, Blackburn. The tender of Tate & Gordon for work at Royton having been found to be 

incomplete, that of C P Senior & Co. £2,875-04-9d, to be accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 27 March 1907) 

April 
Internal Cross Country Train Connections, Part X. L&YR. (Railway Magazine, 4-1907) 

Work on the new Ross Cotton Spinning Mill, Bacup, will start immediately by the contractor, E 

Taylor of Littleborough. The mill, which must be roofed by November is planned to hold 126,000 

spindles employing 600 operatives. (Manchester Guardian, 10 April 1907) 

Mr J A F Aspinall, the general manager of the L&YR, has issued a general order in which it is stated 

that “the directors of the Company have decided that the Pension Fund shall come into operation as 

from the 1st June next. It is available to all servants of the Company between the age of 16 years and 
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55 years who are not entitled to become members of the existing Superannuation Fund. Any servant 

whose age exceeds 35 years on the 1st June next must make application to become a member of the 

fund within twelve months from that date. In the case of any servant of the Company who is over 55 

years of age on the 1st June next, and who is desirous of taking advantage of the privilege of the fund, 

the Committee will in their discretion determine whether, or upon what terms, such servant shall 

be admitted as a member, but application must be made for admission into the Society within twelve 

months from such date. The scale of pensions is a generous one, and the payment thereof is 

guaranteed by the Company in accordance with the provisions of the Company’s Act of Parliament 

of 1906.” 

The rules provide that the members shall be divided into four classes – first class members paying 6d 

per week, second class members 4d per week, third class members 3d per week, and fourth class 

members 2d per week. The scale of pension in the first class is at the rate of 15s 6d per week after 

twenty years of contribution, and increase to 22s 6d per week after forty eight years of 

contribution. The benefit in other classes is in exact proportion. 

“Every member who shall have attained the age of sixty five years and shall have made payments to the 

fund during his membership equivalent to premiums applicable to his class for thirty years shall be at liberty 

to retire from the service, and upon his retirement his liability for premiums shall cease, and he shall become 

entitled to receive a pension according to the scheme.” There are other rules governing the disposal of 

the fund. 

The fund is to be managed and regulated by a committee of ten persons to be appointed annually, 

and to consist of the chairman of the Company, four members appointed by the directors, and five 

to be elected from among the representatives of the members. Mr T C Peatfield, of the Audit 

Accountants’ Office, Hunts Bank, has been appointed secretary. (Manchester Guardian, 19 April 

1907) 

A telephone installation is to be introduced by the L&Y and LNW railways on the Fleetwood to 

Belfast steamers. A room close to the saloon in each steamer is to be set apart as a telephone room 

and when the steamers are alongside the quay at Belfast telephonic communication will be 

established with the National Telephone Company’s system. (Manchester Guardian, 20 April 1907) 

Today, Monday, 22nd April 1907 the L&YR will begin a new service motor of omnibuses between 

Blundell Sands and Crosby and the village of Thornton. (Manchester Guardian, 22 April 1907) 

Extracts from reports; An extraordinary railway accident happened yesterday afternoon, 

Monday, 22nd April, on a private siding belonging to Messrs Platt Bros. & Co. Ltd. Oldham, running 

from Werneth station to Hartford Forge. The siding is about half a mile long and very steep, the 

gradient in one place being as much as 1 in 24. A train of twelve heavily laden waggons and a 

locomotive (one of Messrs Platt’s) started down the hill from Werneth station with most of the 

waggon wheel “spragged,” as is usual when descending the hill. About half way down it was 

necessary to stop to avoid some waggons that were being shunted on a branch siding. This was done 

successfully, but soon after the engine started again the sprags in the waggon wheels for some 

reason or other began one by one to snap, and the wheels, instead of being held still, now turned 

freely. The consequence was that with these brakes removed the train gained speed, and the 

momentum of the waggons became too much for the engine to hold back. The engine, in spite of all 

the driver could do, was pushed along with gradually increasing speed. 

The fine finished with a stop block banked up with several tons of earth and stone. Not more than a 

few yards behind it the embankment on which the line runs comes to an abrupt end, and there is a 

drop of quite 30 feet into a thoroughfare – Stock Lane. The driver realised that the train must run 

into the stop block, and when the block was not many yards off he turned on the engine whistle as 

the best warning he could give to those in the street below and jumped from the engine. He was 
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thrown on to his face, but fortunately not badly hurt. The train rushed on, and at length met the 

stop block with a great crash.  

The earth and stone and beams gave way under the blow and went over the bank. The engine was 

not stopped. It ran on and literally dived head foremost into the street below. Waggon after waggon 

followed it with deafening clatter, scattering their contents – coal, coke, scrap iron, sand, and so on 

– in all directions. Each fell on to the waggon preceding it until the whole was one huge pile of 

wreckage, with the engine at the bottom. The engine was, in fact, completely buried. 

No one was in Stock Lane under the embankment when the fall occurred, but one or two people 

had passed the spot immediately before. One woman was so frightened that she ran wildly and did 

not stop till safe in the yard of the Stock Lane Companies Mill. (Manchester Guardian, 23 April 1907) 

The L&YR has secured large areas of land on each side of the North Lindsey estate, and proposes to 

create their new port, about which a good deal is likely to be heard during the coming Parliamentary 

fight. (Engineer, 26 April 1907, p.428) 

A special electric train on the L&YR to deal with race traffic to Aintree was introduced for the 

Spring Meeting on the 21st-23rd March 1907. Six in number, four of which consisted of ten ordinary 

six wheel carriages with an electric motor car at each end. The other two trains were made up of 

ordinary electric trailer carriages with a motor car at each end. (Engineering, 26 April 1907) 

Report of the L&YR and the Aintree spring race meeting traffic services. (Railway News, 27 April 

1907) 

The engine “Greenacres” and a train of twelve wagons ran away on the incline siding from Oldham 

Werneth to Platt’s works on Monday, 22nd April 1907. Passing through the buffers and down about 

thirty feet into Stocks lane. Eight loaded coal wagons owned by Platt’s from Moston Colliery, two 

loaded with scrap iron, one loaded with sand and one loaded coal wagon by Chatterley-Whitfield 

Colliery Company. (Middleton Guardian, 27 April 1907) 

May 
Report of the level crossing gates at Waterloo operated by electricity. (Railway Magazine, 5-1907) 

The L&YR have withdrawn clauses in which they sought power to cross the river Trent and then on 

to Winteringham in consequence of other arrangements they have been able to make. (Railway 

News, 4 May 1907) 

T Wrigley will not accept less than 10d per cubic yard for excavations for additional sidings at 

Moston. As, however, Mr Rattray states it is very undesirable to have another contractor on the 

ground, this price to be accepted provided T Wrigley cannot be induced to accept less. (L&YR 

Minutes, 8 May 1907) 

Manchester Corporation Waterworks Committee invite tenders for the construction of the 

reservoir at Heaton Park including a temporary tramroad from Whitefield station to the site. 

(Manchester Guardian, 11 May 1907) 

The L&YR Insurance Society have informed members that in consequence of the new Workmen’s 

Compensation Act coming into force on 1st July 1907 a re-arrangement of the present benefits 

becomes necessary. An extra-ordinary meeting will be held on 19th June 1907. (Manchester 

Guardian, 25 May 1907) 

June 
Railway Sculptors and their Handiwork, Berry Brow. (Railway Magazine, 6-1907) 
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The Board of Trade report of an accident at Wigan on 2nd February 1907. (Railway Engineer, 6-

1907) 

T Wrigley is prepared to accept 9½d per cubic yard for additional excavations at Moston, the estimate 

cost being £7,440. Bottom ballasting and drainage will cost a further £2,145. (L&YR Minutes, 11 June 

1907) 

Royal Commission on Railway Owned Canals. Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal. (Engineer, 14 

June 1907, p.591) 

Report of the L&YR Horwich Mechanics Institute recreation ground. (Railway News, 22 June 1907) 

The prospectus of Dobson and Barlow, engineers of Bolton, states that the firm was founded in 

1790 and incorporated in 1891. Forty acres of land had been acquired recently at Bradley Fold, upon 

which a new works was being erected with siding facilities with the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 29 

June 1907) 

July 
Summer services on the L&YR; Co-operation between the L&Y and NE Railways. (Railway Magazine, 

7-1907) 

The Board of Trade report of an accident at Thurstonland on 2nd December 1906. (Railway 

Engineer, 7-1907) 

Now that the great work of the L&YR is nearly accomplished at Victoria station, and the handsome 

new building in Hunts Bank is showing signs of completion at no distant date, it seems a pity that the 

old Victoria station of the LNWR should remain in its present condition. Exchange station has never 

been a very convenient one, and the building of it so far from Victoria has proved a mistake in view 

of subsequent events. It is to be regretted also that the opportunity of improving the station which 

occurred some years ago, when the L&YR line was being widened, was not seized upon. Now, 

however, that such a close and long dated agreement exists between the L&Y and LNW railways, 

one effect of which is that some of the best Scotch and Lakes expresses of the latter depart from 

and arrive at the station of the former, a re-modelling or re-building of the old Victoria station of 

the LNWR would be very opportune. Exchange station was opened in 1884 and altered in 1893, and 

all this time the old station has been comparatively wasted – being chiefly used for carriage storage 

and oddments of traffic. By arrangement with the L&YR a re-modelling of the station could be 

possible, whereby a continuous platform from No.11 at Victoria station to the present covered way 

from the Exchange circulating area could be made, and this be used for both incoming and outgoing 

LNWR trains worked by the L&YR over their route. It should be possible to put in crossings to the 

L&YR main line at the point between old Victoria and Exchange stations. The convenience would be 

great for passengers, as the arrangement would avoid the crossing by underground passages to 

platforms 12 and 13 of Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 4 July 1907) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of a timber shed, paving of cartways and 

construction of a retaining wall at Hope Street, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 13 July 1907) 

The L&YR have ordered a counter current jet-condensing plant with a duty of 50,000lbs of steam 

per hour for the Horwich works from Mirrlees Watson Co. Ltd. Glasgow. (Engineering, 19 July 

1907) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the widening of two bridges and construction of roads at Facit Junction, 

Rochdale; for the construction of a connecting line at Farington. (Manchester Guardian, 23 July 1907) 

The tender of S Warburton, £5,122-06-4d, to be accepted, subject to references, for extension of Hope 

Street goods yard, Salford. (L&YR Minutes, 24 July 1907) 
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Report of the Zeebrugge and Bruges docks and canal. (Engineer, 26 July 1907, p.76/79) 

Directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 7th August 1907. (Manchester Guardian, 31 

July 1907; Railway News, 3 August 1907) 

August 
L&YR engine on the GNR with a GN tender painted black. (Railway Magazine, 8-1907) 

Workshop expenses. James Tatlow, accountant. L&YR chief mechanical engineer’s department. 

Board of Trade report of an accident at Newton Heath on 25th March 1907. (Railway Engineer, 8-

1907) 

Directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 7th August 1907. (Railway News, 3 August 

1907) 

Between fifty and sixty men at the L&YR carriage works, Newton Heath, and twenty one at Newton 

Heath locomotive shed, are out on strike owing to the refusal of their demand for an increase in 

their wages from 35/- to 36/- per week. The men received an advance of 1/- some months ago, 

when engineers’ wages generally were advanced 2/- and now claim the other shilling. The position at 

the works affected varies somewhat. The men employed at the engine shed are, it is stated, all day-

work men, and would directly benefit by an increase in their wages. But at the carriage works the 

bulk of the men, whilst rated at weekly sums, are employed on piece work, and most of the men 

concerned are permitted to earn an additional one third of their wages. The general rule throughout 

the shop is time and a half. Consequently, without an advance in the piece work rates, their gross 

earnings would not be seriously affected. At the engine shed all the union men have come out, but at 

the carriage works, where some 2,000 men are employed, some eight or nine men (formerly union 

men) have declined to strike. There are non-union men employed at both places. The men left work 

on Thursday, 1st August, after a fortnights notice, and since then both works have been picketed. 

On Saturday, 3rd August, one of the men who declined to come out was accompanied to his house, 

about a quarter of a mile away, guarded by Inspector Mather and some half a dozen constables. The 

works had just closed for the week, and over 1,000 men, many of whom showed their sympathy 

with the strikers, took part in the procession. Subsequently there was a mild demonstration against 

non-union men working at the engine shed. (Manchester Guardian, 5 August 1907) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £3,777-13-7d, to be accepted for widening of two occupation bridges 

and construction of occupation roads at Facit Junction, Rochdale. (L&YR Minutes, 7 August 1907) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th August 1907. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 August 1907) 

Railway companies have refused to pay 12/- per ton for locomotive coal, offering 10/6d instead, 

negotiations are now deadlocked. (Engineering, 9 August 1907) 

Locomotives of the L&YR. Photographs of a railmotor, 2-4-2 tank engine and an 0-8-0. (Engineering, 

9 August 1907) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th August 1907. (Railway News, 10 

August 1907) 

Hughes compound 0-8-0 goods locomotive. (Engineering, 23 August 1907) 

Short description of Horwich works, including photographs, and 0-8-0 compound coal engine 

No.1471. Description and drawings of dining car No.213 with photograph of dining car No.212. 

(Engineer, 30 August 1907, p.209/212, 214) 
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September 
The L&Y and NE Railways invite tenders for the Axholme Joint Railway, Hatfield Moor Extension 

Light Railway, about 5 miles from Epworth to the Peat Moss Works. (Manchester Guardian, 5 

September 1907) 

Description and specification of compound 0-8-0 coal engine, including drawing in a supplement. 

(Engineer, 6 September 1907, p.245) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening a portion of the railway between Castleton and Rochdale and 

the construction of a timber carriage shed; for the construction of a cotton shed at Middleton. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 September 1907) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £6,510-17-7d, to be accepted for widening line and construction of a 

carriage shed between Castleton and Rochdale; also that of T Wrigley, £4,331-0-2d, for new cotton 

shed at Middleton; also that of J Bentley & Co. £5,198-04-1d, for extension of Hope Street goods 

yard, Salford, an error having been found in that of S Warburton. (L&YR Minutes, 26 September 

1907) 

Railway companies have agreed to pay 12s per ton for locomotive coal, an increase of 4s per ton on 

last year. (Engineering, 27 September 1907) 

A L&YR goods train, which was travelling from Normanton to Burnley on Friday, 27th September 

1907, had stopped at Copy Pit to pin down the brakes when, on restarting, the train parted with the 

first seventeen or so wagons proceeding, on reaching Holme the driver became aware of the 

incident and also that the rear portion was rapidly overtaking him. In the resultant smash wagons 

were thrown into the air and landed on the station building, a wooden office, inside which the acting 

station master was killed. (Manchester Guardian, 28 September 1907) 

On Tuesday, 1st October 1907, a further improvement will be made in the splendid line of Royal 

Mail steamers belonging to the L&Y and LNW Joint Railways running between Fleetwood and Belfast 

by the addition of their new steamer, the “Duke of Albany”. (Railway News, 28 September 1907) 

October 
On Friday, 27th September 1907 the couplings broke on a L&YR goods train between Todmorden 

and Burnley. Wagons ran away and were derailed at Holme station crashing into the station office 

killing the relief station master. (Engineer, 4 October 1907, p.341) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of a bridge over Stock Lane, Werneth. 

(Manchester Guardian, 8 October 1907) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £1,528-12-5d, to be accepted for a bridge over Stock Lane and a 

retaining wall at Werneth. (L&YR Minutes, 23 October 1907)  

November 
Railway lectures for L&YR clerks; L&YR Enterprise at Liverpool, coal wagon tippler at Canada Dock. 

(Railway Magazine, 11-1907) 

A ballot of railway workers by the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants overwhelmingly voted 

for strike action; 76,925 for, 8,773 against, with 2,436 papers spoiled. In Manchester a vote by the 

members of the General Railway Workers Union resulted in 3,025 for and 84 against giving support 

to the ASRS. (Manchester Guardian, 4 November 1907) 

Details of the settlement reached between the railway union and the railway companies at the 

instigation of Lloyd George. Conciliation boards to be appointed for each railway company, 
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comprising equal numbers of representatives from the company and the union. (Manchester 

Guardian, 7 November 1907) 

The omnibuses supplied to the L&YR are of 28 horse power, and the frame is of the latest type, with 

pressed steel sides and cross members. The motor has four cylinders, developing 28 bhp. at 800 

rpm. The bore of the cylinders is 110mm by 140mm stroke. Ignition is by low tension magneto, and 

the carburettor is of the float feed type. Lubrication is supplied by the force-feed system centrally 

through the crank shaft to main bearings, and from thence to the big ends of the connecting rods. 

The motor is water cooled. Transmission is by cone clutch to gear box, and thence by shaft with 

universal joints to differential cross shaft direct to the internal gear rings on the driving wheels. The 

change speed gear gives four speeds forward, viz. 3, 5½, 8, and 12 miles per house at normal 

revolutions per minutes of the motor. This will give any speed between one and twelve miles per 

hour. The front wheels are 30 inches in diameter by 4 inches, solid rubber tyres, and the back 

wheels 40 inches by 4 inches, twin solid rubber tyres. Three sets of brakes are fitted; one double-

acting brake on the first intermediate gear shaft, double-acting brakes on each differential cross shaft, 

and, in addition, one pair of V-brake blocks acting on the back road wheels, independent of all 

gearing. The wheel-base of the chassis is 13 feet, the length of the frame overall is 19 feet 6 inches, 

with an extreme overall width of 6 feet 6 inches. The height of the frame from the ground is 2 feet 

10 inches and the weight is 2½ tons. (Railway Gazette, 15 November 1907) 

December 
Destination indicator boards have been erected by the L&YR at the entrances of the suburban 

platforms at Victoria station; Victoria station offices are now complete to the first floor; List of 

“halts” now opened by the L&YR; Paragraph on the works being carried out by the L&YR. (Railway 

Magazine, 12-1907) 

The 13th annual dinner of the L&YR Chief Goods Manager was held on Friday evening, 29th

November 1907 at the State Café, Piccadilly, Manchester, to which over one hundred attended. 

(Railway News, 14 December 1907) 
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1908 
January 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of station buildings, footbridge, etc. at 

Ainsdale; for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 4 January 1908) 

Railway Conciliation. Since the LNWR have issued ballot papers requesting a YES or NO answer 

to the question whether the railway men accept the offer of the company to pay the expenses of the 

men in connection with arbitrations and conciliation boards there has been some concern by the 

Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants because the men were required to state their grade, 

station, and name on the ballot papers. In a letter to the secretary, Mr Richard Bell, M.P. from one of 

the branches, the writer states “that in view of recent events it will be almost impossible to get the men 

about here, either society or non-society men, to vote against the Company’s proposal. I am sorry to say that 

the dismissal of Pulford and Rimmer, following on the cases which took place during the National All Grades 

Movement, seem to have thoroughly frightened the majority of the men about here, and I can assure you 

that there is some very bitter feeling being expressed about the way in which the L&Y and LNW railways

are carrying out their part of the agreement, the general opinion being that as soon as it becomes evident 

that a man is bold enough to stand forward to represent his mates against the companies, means will be 

taken to get rid of him. Trusting that some means will be found to put a stop to the present tactics”. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 January 1908) 

Details of the Board of Trade decision as to the complaints of the ASRS regarding the ballot. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 January 1908) 

A charwoman, employed to clean out the waiting rooms and booking office at one of the L&YR 

stations between Liverpool and Southport, had occasion to throw away a bucket of dirty water. She 

went to the edge of the platform, and threw it, in her usual manner, on to the metals. But on this 

particular morning, as soon as the water had touched the “live” rail, the ubiquitous current dashed 

up the line of water into the bucket, and thence to the charwoman. When this lady came to life 

again she found herself with a very bruised elbow, sitting against the door of the waiting room, and 

the bucket lying ten yards away. (Railway News, 18 January 1908) 

The tender of C P Senior & Co. £931-06-5d, to be accepted for station buildings and footbridge at 

Ainsdale. (L&YR Minutes, 22 January 1908) 

The L&YR have constructed three special bogie wagons; a tram car wagon; a 25 ton well wagon, and 

a 52 ton well wagon. Description and photographs. (Engineering, 24 January 1908) 

Details of a report on railway wages presented to the ASRS executive. The average wage paid by 

each company varies on English railways between 22/3d and 25/-; the L&YR average is shown to be 

22/9d. (Manchester Guardian, 28 January 1908) 

The report of the directors for the L&YR meeting to be held on 5th February 1908. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 January 1908) 

Report of the death of Edwin Muir, one time engineer to the Manchester, Bolton and Bury Canal 

under Sturges Meek and appointed engineer to the Rochdale Canal Co. in 1868. The MB&B Canal 

was practically reconstructed to his plans and designs and carried out by him. He was the son of 

William Muir, tool maker, Britannia Works, Manchester, who was associated with Thomas 

Edmondson. (Engineering; Engineer, 31 January 1908, p.120) 

February 
The report of the directors for the L&YR meeting to be held on 5th February 1908. (Railway News, 

1 February 1908) 
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Members of the L&YR head office held their first annual smoking concert on Friday evening, 31st

January 1908 at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, about 400 of the staff were present. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 February 1908) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th February 1908. It was stated that 

£43,706 had been spent on new lines and works, principally widening at Padiham Junction and the 

extension of the station buildings and offices at Victoria; additional sidings between Newton Heath 

and Moston; new goods warehouse at Bolton Road goods yard, Blackburn; additional 

accommodation for steam trawlers in the timber pond at Wyre Dock; additional accommodation 

for goods and coal traffic at Royton; goods yard at Danes House, Burnley E.L. ; additional siding 

accommodation near Facit Junction, Rochdale; widening railway and construction of a carriage shed 

between New Barn Lane, and Rochdale station; a connecting line at Farington; a warehouse for 

storage of cotton at Middleton; the extension of the goods yard and erection of goods sheds at 

Hope Street, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 6 February 1908) 

Drawing of the L&YR railmotor locomotive. (Engineering, 7 February 1908) 

Report of an accident at Bamber Bridge on 30th November 1907 when a Fleetwood-Leeds boat 

trains ran into a special cattle train. (Engineering, 7 February 1908) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th February 1908. (Railway News, 8 

February 1908) 

Experiments are being conducted with a view to the adoption at an early date of a motor train 

service on the L&YR between Bury and Holcombe Brook. Yesterday, Friday, 7th February 1908 

motor train trials were run between these towns and regarded as highly satisfactory. It is believed 

that motor trains between Bacup and Bury and also between Bacup and Rochdale would be of 

considerable advantage to the travelling public. (Manchester Guardian, 8 February 1908; Engineer, 21 

February 1908) 

The L&YR chief accountant, James Boardman, has retired after 47 years’ service, the last twelve in 

this position. (Railway News, 29 February 1908) 

March 
Report of work being carried out on the L&YR. Ainsdale station is being extended. The walls of the 

new Victoria station offices are complete and the roof is nearly finished. The extension of the station 

roofing over the platforms is complete. (Railway Magazine, 3-1908) 

The Training of Engineering Apprentices, No. V. The L&YR Works. Description and prospectuses 

for Mechanical Engineering and Electrical Engineering courses. (Engineer, 13 March 1908, p.264) 

Southport Corporation Improvement Committee, with others, is endeavouring to secure better 

accommodation for excursion traffic on the L&YR at Southport. The primary object is to secure the 

re-opening of Derby Road station, which was closed some years ago. The committee argue that this 

could be used as the terminus for all excursion traffic, which sometimes causes congestion at the 

Chapel Street station. Moreover, at the latter terminus there is no provision, it is stated, in the way 

of shelter, and it is alleged that the proximity of the island platform to the ‘live’ rails of the electric 

railway constitutes a danger. (Manchester Guardian, 18 March 1908) 

Another runaway accident occurred between Baxenden and Accrington on Wednesday, 18th March 

1908. Such accidents have been so frequent at this spot that the L&YR have taken exceptional 

measures for reducing their seriousness. They have constructed what is known as a ‘sand drag’. 

Another set of rails has been laid beside the ascending line with catch points from the main track, so 

that a train running backwards must take the points. The parallel track is laid in sand so disposed 

that it acts as a brake on the wheels. Before the construction of this sand drag there was nothing to 
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prevent a runaway train racing backwards right through Accrington station and threatening disaster 

to everything in its tracks. The utility of this new device was shown yesterday morning when a goods 

train from Aintree to Ramsbottom, which had climbed the greatest part of the hill, divided through 

the snapping of a coupling and fifteen wagons and the guards van commenced to run backwards. By 

the time they reached the sand drag they were travelling at a high rate of speed, the guards brake 

scarcely acting as a check. Fortunately the sand did its work in stopping the runaway. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 March 1908) 

April 
Why the L&YR permanent way is excellent; Running powers and working arrangements, No.1. 

GNR. (Railway Magazine, 4-1908) 

Board of Trade reports of accidents at Bamber Bridge on 30th November 1907 and Victoria station 

on 24th December 1907. (Railway Engineer, 4-1908) 

G G Senior, L&YR Manchester district goods superintendent, and his wife, were presented with gifts 

on the occasion of their silver wedding at a gathering of a large number of clerical staff, inspectors 

and friends on Wednesday evening, 25th March 1908. (Railway News, 4 April 1908) 

The L&YR Company has just had made a large double cantilever crane for its North Mersey and 

Alexandra Dock goods station at Liverpool. This has been made and erected by C and A Musker, 

Ltd. of Liverpool, under the direction of Mr G Hughes, the railway company’s chief mechanical 

engineer. It has a lifting capacity of 10 tons over a span of 172ft, and it travels on a track of rails of 

which are 28ft apart from centre to centre, and which is 540 yards long. It thus covers the greater 

portion of the company’s yard. The total length of the crane is 188ft and the total height 63ft. It will 

stack timber to a height of 30ft, the height to the underside of the cantilever being 43ft. The 

operator travels with the cab and has the load always in view, which is a matter of some importance 

when working amongst timber stacks.  

The motive power is electricity, and all the controllers for working the various motors are placed in 

the operator’s cabin. Direct current is used, and the pressure is 600 volts. It is taken from the third 

rail of the company’s Liverpool and Southport electrified railway. The crane itself picks up the 

current from a bare wire run overhead by means of two tramway type trolley wheels and arms 

which are fixed to the end of one of the cantilevers. The crane is also well lighted with arc lamps 

placed out on the cantilevers, and lights are also fixed underneath the operator’s cabin so as to 

travel backwards and forwards with it. The speed of operating when dealing with the full working 

load on the hook is as follows:- Hoisting, 10 tons, at 93ft per minute, taking 93 E.H.P.; crab traverse, 

10 tons, at 482ft per minute, taking 19 E.H.P.; crane traverse, 10 tons, at 435ft per minute, taking 

100 E.H.P. The crane has been tested with 12½ tons throughout all its motions, and has a margin for 

stability when lifting 10 tons at one end of the cantilever of 50 per cent – that is to say, equal to 15 

tons on the crane hook. The total weight of the crane, including the crab, is 160 tons. The hoisting is 

brought about by spur reduction, driving two separate hoisting barrels. The cross traverse gear is by 

spur reduction, and the travelling wheels on opposite sides are driven. Three travelling gear is spur 

and bevel reduction, driving two sets of three wheels on each side. The crane is mounted upon 

twelve travelling wheels, 3ft in diameter. It is mainly used for stacking timber, but is capable of lifting 

and carrying a railway truck from one track to another to avoid shunting, should this become 

necessary. The logs are placed sufficiently wide apart to allow a 40ft log of timber to pass through 

from one side of the yard to the other without requiring to be shunted. (Engineer, 24 April 1908, 

p.436) 

May 
Specification and photograph of the Hughes railmotor; Railway System of North East Lancashire. 

(Railway Magazine, 5-1908) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of bridges over and under the railway 

between Hesketh Park and Crossens. (Manchester Guardian, 2 May 1908) 

Construction of Tunnels. Kirkdale, L&YR Paper to Liverpool Engineering Society. (Railway News, 

Traction Supplement, 2 May 1908)  

A mass meeting of East Lancashire railwaymen, held at Blackburn yesterday morning, Sunday, 3rd May 

1908, passed a resolution protesting against the action of the L&YR in dismissing servants for slight 

physical defects. Philip Snowden, M.P. speaking in support of the resolution, said this matter had a 

general as well as particular bearing. The L&YR had an unenviable notoriety for actions of this 

character. He remembered when the question of hours was last being discussed in the House of 

Commons the then President of the Trade singled out the L&YR as being the biggest sinners in the 

matter of breach of Board of Trade regulations in regard to working its men inhumanely long hours. 

Instances were quoted of railway men having been kept continuously on duty for periods of thirty 

hours. The excuse given was that it was impossible to get a sufficient number of men with the 

volume of trade, yet, just at the same time, Parliament was discussing the question of unemployment. 

It was scandalous that a railway company, or indeed any employer of labour, after ruining the 

constitution of the men by arduous and hazardous conditions of employment, should, when they 

found them no longer useful for making dividends, forthwith throw them on the scrap heap. 

(Manchester Guardian, 4 May 1908) 

Prizes awarded at the Liverpool May Day Parade on Saturday, 2nd May 1908. The Silver Challenge 

Cup won outright and re-presented by the L&YR for the best group of twenty horses, to be held for 

a year only. A silver replica of the cup to be presented to the winner who also receives a silver 

medal presented by the Royal Lancashire Agricultural Society; winner – L&YR; very highly 

commended – MR; highly commended – LNW and L&Y […] Championship Silver Challenge Cup for 

the best gelding exhibited working in the city; very highly commended, L&Y […] Silver Cup for the 

best horse working regularly in Liverpool for five years and upwards in one continuous employ, 

winner, L&Y […] Liverpool Corporation; railway company’s; and traders men’s section for the best 

single horse and silver medal for reserve single horse, L&Y highly commended […] Silver Medal and 

premiums for team of two horses, winner, L&Y[…] forty nine animals and vans belonging to the 

L&Y. In the result of judging for the best decorated horses, second, fourth and sixth prizes went to 

the L&Y. (Railway News, 9 May 1908) 

Construction of Tunnels, L&YR. Paper to the Liverpool Engineering Society. Tunnels at Bolton and 

Crigglestone. (Railway News Supplement) (Railway News, 16 May 1908) 

The tender of Tate &Gordon, £5,225-3-9d, to be accepted for bridges over and under the railway 

between Hesketh Park and Crossens. (L&YR Minutes, 20 May 1908) 

Railway Ambulance Competition Challenge Shield. The result of the railway competition the 

L&YR were first with 245½ marks out of 300. Since 1897 the L&YR have been fifth in 1904; third in 

1905; first in 1906 and fifth in 1907. The L&YR have every reason to be proud of the great 

achievement of their North Mersey and Alexandra Dock station, Liverpool (goods department) 

team which has, for the second time, won the blue riband of the ambulance world, which takes the 

shape of a very large and heavy Challenge Shield. The same team has now held the L&YR Company’s 

Director’s Shield for the past three years…Thousands of people at Lime Street station on Saturday 

night were at a loss to understand the great excitement and cheering given to the North Mersey 

team on arrival from London by the train due at Lime Street at 9.30pm when some hundreds of L&Y 

employees and others met them with a brass band, and played them to Exchange station where a 

scene of intense enthusiasm was witnessed. (Railway News, 23 May 1908) 

A massed meeting of railway men, organised by the Associated Society of Railway Servants, was held 

yesterday afternoon, Sunday, 24th May 1908 in the Free Trade Hall, Manchester. More than a 

thousand men, representative of all grades, were present. The immediate purpose of the meeting 
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was to consider the new regulations under which a section of the men employed by the L&YR are 

(it is stated) compelled to undergo medical inspection. (Long report) (Manchester Guardian, 25 May 

1908) 

Description and drawings of L&YR dining car No.213. (Engineering, 29 May 1908) 

June 
The Railway System of North East Lancashire; Goole. (Railway Magazine, 6-1908) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned the use of the following; the loop between Calder bridge and 

Doncaster Road bridge at Wakefield; the up loop and extension of the down loop at Featherstone; 

and, subject to conditions, the Farington Connecting Line. (L&YR Minutes, 2 June 1908) 

The Manchester Association of Engineers visit Horwich works. (Engineer, 5 June 1908, p.581) 

At a meeting of railwaymen recently held at Manchester, a resolution was passed protesting against 

what was described as unfair and often unnecessary medical tests for L&YR workmen, and 

recommending that when a man objected to the decision of the company’s doctor, he should have 

the right to appeal. Mr Richard Bell said the L&Y Company stood out against the settlement of the 

railway dispute last year as long as possible, but having had to give way under extreme pressure, it 

set about creating machinery by which it could “get its own back” on some of those responsible for 

forcing it into a position of conciliation. The practise of medical tests adopted by the company did 

not concern wholly the men responsible for the manipulation of traffic, but goods porters who were 

in warehouses a long way from the lines. Men had been discharged as incapacitated who had worked 

for 24 and 30 years, and since they had been passed by an independent doctor. A resolution was 

passed urging the right of appeal to a medical man appointed by the men, and in the event of 

disagreement between the two a medical umpire should be appointed by mutual agreement. 

(Engineer, 5 June 1908, p.585)  

Photograph of Victoria station platform 12 view west from alongside the booking office on Friday, 5th

June 1908 with a Blackpool train leaving for the Whitsun holiday. (Manchester Guardian, 6 June 

1908) 

The Board of Trade has virtually completed the arrangements for the railway conciliation boards. 

The L&Y and Great Central Railways are the last of the big companies to complete their 

arrangements. (Manchester Guardian, 13 June 1908) 

It is announced that the L&YR have decided not to resume Sunday sailings from Fleetwood to 

Douglas which they commenced last summer. There is a strong feeling in the island against Sunday 

excursions. (Manchester Guardian, 17 June 1908) 

A financial correspondent reports that though there will be no amalgamation between the L&Y, 

LNWR and Midland railways the view is strongly held that an understanding has been arrived at 

between the three companies having for its object a further reduction in working expenses where 

such is possible by concerted action. It is believed that this may be the result of the important 

agreement reached last year for pooling Liverpool traffic, an agreement which has been beneficial in 

its results, and has led to the attempt to extend it on the part of the three important companies 

interested in the arrangement. (Manchester Guardian, 23 June 1908) 

Tenders for locomotive coal are likely to be placed at 10s 6d per ton. (Engineering, 26 June 1908) 

The L&YR is about to apply to the Board of Trade for a Light Railways Order. It is proposed to 

make a line from the eastern extremity of the new Hatfield Moor Railway, which is nearing 

completion, across the moor in a south westerly direction, passing through Cantley and by the 

eastern side of Doncaster racecourse, to Black Carr. At the latter place a junction will be made with 

the loop line connecting the Dearne Valley Railway with the South Yorkshire Railway, thus adding 
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another mesh to the network of railway lines which is encompassing Doncaster on the southern 

side. The line will be about nine miles in length, and will be practically a surface railway for its entire 

length. It is proposed to apply for the powers under the Light Railways Act, though the line will be 

similarly graded to the Axholme Railway, of which, at its northern end, it will form a feeder. The 

effect of the line when constructed will be to loop up the DVR, of which the L&YR is the chief 

proprietor, with the Goole and Marshland and the Axholme Railways, and thus afford an alternative 

and shorter route to Goole from the colliery districts served at the southern end of the DVR than 

by the DV Extension Railway – Brierley Hill to Crofton – and through Knottingley. It will also serve 

to reach the new Cantley colliery, to which it is intended to give sidings. (Engineer, 26 June 1908, 

p.665) 

July 
Summer Services of the L&YR; Running Powers. LNWR. (Railway Magazine, 7-1908) 

Report of an impending revival of the L&YR scheme for extending their system eastwards on the 

south bank of the Humber […]. Ultimately the L&YR will no doubt gain access to Winteringham for 

their lighter draught shore trade boats, now running to Goole, and share in the traffic at the new 

dock at Immingham. As an alternative to the Wakefield and Goole route, the L&YR will, by the 

Dearne Valley Railway and the extension to Hatfield Moor, obtain an outlet from the West and 

South Yorkshire coalfields. Thus the company will get an effective share in the shipments of coal in 

larger bottoms than those which are at present able to navigate the river to Goole. (Railway News, 

4 July 1908) 

Commencing 1st July 1908 a fast through express train will run to York and Newcastle leaving 

Liverpool at 11.10am and Manchester Victoria at 11.55am and will be formed of entirely new stock, 

specially built by the L&YR for the service. The train will consist of corridor lavatory stock fitted 

with gangways, so that there will be continuous communication throughout, but the leading novelty 

will be that almost the whole of the train will consist of dining cars, and luncheons, etc., will be 

served en route. The train will leave Newcastle at 12.30pm and York at 2.35pm. The service will be 

worked on alternately days by trains provided by the NE Railway. (Railway News, 4 July 1908) 

The L&Y and LNW Railways are understood to have placed an order for a channel steamer with 

Vickers, Sons, and Maxim, for the Fleetwood-Belfast service. (Engineer, 10 July 1908, p.51) 

All traffic was suspended on Friday, 10th July 1908 over the L&YR viaduct between Burnley Barracks 

and Bank Top stations following a subsidence which caused a serious crack to appear on the soffit, 

or under side, of an arch which extended some thirty feet and about three inches wide. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 July 1908) 

Owing to the subsidence of the Burnley viaduct the L&YR have had to re-arrange the steam and 

motor train services between Skipton, Colne, Burnley and Manchester. Burnley Barracks station has 

been closed temporarily. (Manchester Guardian, 18 July 1908) 

The report of the directors for the L&YR meeting to be held on 5th August 1908. It was stated that 

Victoria station buildings were nine tenths finished; additional sidings between Newton Heath and 

Moston had been opened for traffic; at Wyre Dock the new fish dock was brought into use in April 

and the new slipway was almost complete; the new sidings for goods and coal traffic at Royton are 

in use; the new Farington curve was opened for traffic on 25th May 1908. (Manchester Guardian, 29 

July 1908) 

August 
The Dearne Valley Railway. (Railway Magazine, 8-1908) 

L&YR report. (Railway News, 1 August 1908) 
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The LNW and MR announce that they have arrived at an arrangement between the two companies 

but the L&YR has denied that their company was interested in the scheme. (Manchester Guardian, 6 

August 1908) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th August 1908. It was reported that 

goods traffic had resumed over the Burnley viaduct and that passenger traffic would be resumed in 

two to three weeks. (Manchester Guardian, 6 August 1908) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th August 1908. (Railway News, 8 

August 1908) 

The Burnley viaduct to be re-opened for traffic on 21st August 1908. (Manchester Guardian, 20 

August 1908) 

September 
The L&YR by C J Allen. (Railway News, Traction Supplement, 19 September 1908) 

The L&YR consequent upon the cotton strike notify the withdrawal and alteration of several trains 

between Manchester-Middleton and Oldham as from the 28th. September 1908. It is also stated that 

the company are taking drastic steps towards the reduction of working expenses. The whole of the 

system is being overhauled, and it is reported that men whose services the directors consider can be 

dispensed with are receiving their notices daily at Victoria station. The booking offices on two 

platforms are to be closed forthwith. (Manchester Guardian, 26 September 1908) 

October 
The Board of Trade report of an accident at Bolton on 16th March 1908. (Railway Engineer, 10-1908) 

The L&YR attribute a large proportion of the train withdrawals to the cotton lockout. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 October 1908) 

The report of the Associated Society of Railway Servants included a mention of the L&YR in the 

section devoted to the conciliation boards. “The L&YR, for instance, in April 1907, notified their 

signalmen that they were prepared to give 1/- per week advance to each man on the condition that they 

signed an agreement to the effect that this was in final settlement and all agitation ceased. Some signalmen 

accepted this, but a large number refused. Recently the signalmen’s demands were forwarded to the 

company, with a request that they should receive the favourable consideration of the directors. The general 

manager, in reply, stated that the concessions offered in March of last year were accepted on 8th August 

1907 by the whole of the L&YR signalmen as being the final settlement of the signalmen’s conditions of 

service. He added that he could not see his way clear to re-open the question.” (Manchester Guardian, 5 

October 1908) 

Last night, Tuesday, 6th October 1908 the L&YR issued an intimation to the officials of stations in 

North East Lancashire that on and from Monday next, 12th October owing to the cotton strike the 

motor train services between Burnley and Colne will be withdrawn. At present thirty two trains a 

day run on this section of line. (Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1908) 

The L&YR revised timetable was commenced yesterday, Monday, 12th October 1908. There has 

been a reduction of over 100 weekday trains in addition to many motor trains previously engaged 

on local services; twelve Sunday trains have also been knocked off. Officials state that the changes 

are due to the cotton trade lock-out and to trade depression. (Manchester Guardian, 13 October 

1908; Engineer, 16 October 1908, p.405) 

The L&YR have given orders for sixteen Bennis stokers and compressed air furnaces for their 

Formby power house to Messrs E Bennis & Co. Ltd. Little Hulton. (Engineering, 16 October 1908) 
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A public meeting was held at Bury yesterday, Sunday afternoon, 18th October 1908, attended by 

employees of the L&YR in East Lancashire, to consider the present position of the L&YR and other 

railways. The question for consideration was an ultimatum from the company that goods guards 

must accept the suspension of the guaranteed week or dismissal of the men would follow. The 

men’s counter proposal was that instead of suspending the guaranteed week goods guards should 

play a week and work a week in turns. Following a long discussion an amendment was carried; “That 

this meeting regrets the action of the company in suspending the guaranteed week for goods guards without 

first of all consulting with the men’s representatives and properly arriving at an agreement which would 

safeguard our conditions when the present dispute in the cotton trade is ended, but under the circumstances 

we agree to the company’s proposal to suspend the guaranteed week, and rely on the company distributing 

the work as equally as possible among the men, and that the guaranteed week shall be restored immediately 

the cotton dispute is settled.” (Manchester Guardian, 19 October 1908) 

It is reported that for some time past sounding operations have been carried out on the Humber off 

Chowder Ness on behalf, it is said, of the L&YR. This points to the possibility of a proposal for the 

construction of docks and wharves in that district, where there is ample water at all states of the 

tide for deep draughted vessels, being carried out. The Winteringham scheme, six miles further 

upstream, for which Parliamentary sanction was obtained three years ago, has, it is understood, been 

abandoned. (Engineer, 30 October 1908, p.461, 593) 

Automatic signal recorders on the L&YR. Developed by George Hughes the first workable 

instruments were used about March 1905 and improved on since. Those now working are 

connected to the block bell circuits through relays so that every time the signalman sends a signal to 

the next cabin that signal is automatically recorded and printed on a reel of paper driven by a 

clockwork motor, passing from one spool to another. The railway between Bolton and Wigan has 

been equipped with a sufficient number of instruments controlling all cabins, eight in all, on each side 

of Lostock Junction. (Railway News, Traction Supplement, 31 October 1908) 

November 
Locomotive Journals and Bearings, No. VIII, L&YR. (Railway Engineer, 11-1908) 

A heavy L&YR goods train ran away on the Royton branch on Saturday, 31st October 1908 and was 

wrecked. It ran into the 5.35am train to Oldham, which was standing in the platform, causing much 

damage. (Manchester Guardian, 2 November 1908) 

Report of dispute between GCR and L&YR with regard to running powers over the L&YR. (Railway 

News, 7th. 14th November; 12th 26th December 1908) 

Judgement was given to the L&YR against the Great Central Railway who had applied for an interim 

injunction restraining the defendant company from refusing to afford facilities for the conveyance of 

coal over a portion of their line from Dinnington Colliery to Liverpool High Level station by way of 

Ashbury’s Junction and Ardwick, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 11 November 1908) 

Timetables displayed at the entrance to the new Victoria station by the L&YR are puzzling people 

because of the horizontal strips of glass fixed across at various heights. There is apparently no 

method in the way the glass has been placed over the figures, tables are not covered completely, but 

only in strips a couple of inches deep at irregular intervals. A friendly inspector pointed out that the 

glass covered the timetable only at places where trains were shown starting from Manchester. “its 

this way,” he said, “because people are fond of taking a bit of lead pencil and tracing their train across the 

sheet from ‘Manchester’. The result is that the timetable gets to look more like a drawing lesson and other 

folks can’t make out the figures.” (Manchester Guardian, 26 November 1908) 

December 
It is stated that a patent automatic stop has been experimentally tried with success on the L&YR. It 

can be so arranged that it will shut off steam and apply the vacuum brake without any assistance 
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from either the driver or fireman. The automatic stop is worked by the signalman or by means of an 

inclined plane which is fixed between the rails. So long as the signal remains at danger the inclined 

plane is raised so as to come in contact with a simple arrangement fixed underneath the engine, 

which acts on the steam regulator, closes it at once, and applies the brakes throughout the train. 

(Engineer, 4 December 1908, p.593) 

The L&YR chief goods manager’s department 14th annual dinner was held on Friday evening, 27th

November 1908 at the State Restaurant, Piccadilly, Manchester, when about 100 members sat down. 

(Railway News, 5 December 1908) 

The Railway and Canal Commission, yesterday, 7th December 1908, began their hearing of an 

application by the Great Central Railway requiring the L&YR to receive from them, at Ancoats, coal 

carried over the plaintiffs’ line from Dinnington Main Colliery and destined for stations on and 

beyond the line of the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 8 December 1908) 

The L&YR Central District annual dinner was held at the Grants Arms, Ramsbottom on Saturday 

last, 5th December 1908. (Railway News, 12 December 1908) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the widening of the bridge carrying the railway over Cog Lane, and the 

construction of retaining walls adjacent thereto at Gannow Junction, Burnley. (Manchester Guardian, 

12 December 1908) 

On Thursday evening, 3rd December 1908 over fifty L&YR station masters and station agents 

assembled at the Victoria Hotel, Manchester, to make a presentation to C J Nicholson, who had 

recently retired as Superintendent of the Line. Over 120 station masters had received leave of 

absence to attend but thick fog prevented many of them leaving their posts. (Railway News, 19 

December 1908) 

A meeting of L&YR workmen was held in Manchester yesterday, Sunday, 20th December 1908. A 

resolution was passed unanimously; “That this mass meeting of railway men is of the opinion that 

strong measures should be adopted by the L&YR workmen to effect the restoration of the 

guaranteed week, and pledges itself loyally to stand by the decision of the Goods Guards’ 

Committee at their meeting on Tuesday next, 22nd December, when the question of withdrawing 

out labour immediately, in the event of a refusal by the company, will be considered.” In a long 

discussion the L&YR was accused with having broken faith and of using delaying tactics. (Manchester 

Guardian, 21 December 1908) 

Report of the L&YR Goods Guards’ Committee meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 22 December 

1908) 

The dispute between the L&YR and their goods guards and shunters has been settled and the 

guaranteed week will be restored. Manchester Guardian, 23 December 1908) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon for reconstructing and extension of bridge over Cog Lane, and 

construction of retaining walls thereto at Burnley provided they reduce the tender to £2,950, the 

amount of the lowest tender. (L&YR Minutes, 23 December 1908) Amended tender, £3,083-14-6d, 

accepted 21st January 1909. 

A private conference of the L&YR officials and the employees’ representatives was held in 

Manchester yesterday, Tuesday, 29th December 1908, to consider rules for the guidance of the 

Conciliation Board which has just been formed for the purpose of adjusting any matter of difference 

which may arise between the company and its servants. (Manchester Guardian, 30 December 1908) 
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1909 
January 

L&YR working timetable; Automatic signal recording on the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, 1-1909) 

At Fleetwood, owing to the increased number of fishing trawlers using the port, the L&YR have 

constructed a new dock at a cost of £30,000 and have in hand works for still further accommodating 

this trade. The Victoria Pier Company is proceeding with the pier, 700 feet in length, at the north 

end of the town, for the use of the passenger boats, for which powers were obtained in the last 

session of Parliament, the estimated cost of the works being £30,000. (Engineer, 1 January 1909, p.3) 

The particulars of a few of the principal trains of the L&YR are as follows; 

Length Weight
Feet t     c    q

8.10am Southport- Manchester 492 238   14   2
2.10pm Liverpool-Hull 535 247    6   0
5.10pm Manchester-Blackpool 488 240   11   3

The running of very heavy express trains on the L&YR is not an easy matter. The gradients are 

severe in many parts of the line, and junctions are extremely frequent. It is good work, for example, 

to run the 2.10pm Liverpool to Hull train with ten bogies on, in forty L&YR Minutes between 

Liverpool and Manchester  from start to stop, a distance of 36½ miles. The 8.10am Southport to 

Manchester train with nine or ten coaches runs the 35 miles in forty five L&YR Minutes, over 

gradients as severe as 1 in 96, 1 in 112, and 1 in 116 and the 10.30am Bradford to Sheffield train 

does 39 miles in seventy three L&YR Minutes, including several stops, with eight bogie coaches, a 

load of 222 tons, over gradients of 1 in 50, 1 in 96, and 1 in 100. (Engineer, 1 January 1909, p.14) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1909) 

Report of an accident at Marsh Lane, Liverpool, when an electric train ran into another and caused a 

fire on Thursday, 21st January 1909. (Manchester Guardian, 22 January 1909) 

Extracts from report; Last evening, Friday, 22nd January, an accident, attended with loss of life, 

occurred on the L&YR system near Dicconson Lane station. A dense fog prevailed at the time. A 

train from Blackburn to Wigan is due to leave Chorley at a few L&YR Minutes to six. Last night the 

train was driven by a veteran driver, John Clayton, known to his comrades as “Chorley Jack.” It was 

conveying about one hundred passengers. 

It appears that two light engines were proceeding to Horwich, and they remained at Hindley and 

Blackrod Junction in order to allow a Manchester to Blackpool express to pass. The Chorley train 

was due about the same hour, and it is reported that the driver of one of the light engines had just 

stepped to the ground to see if he was quite clear of the Wigan line, along which the Chorley train 

was travelling, when the latter crashed into the rear of the light engine. 

The stoker of the Chorley train, named Pilkington, apparently jumped off his engine when he saw a 

smash inevitable. Clayton, however, stuck to his post, and the impact was so violent that the tender 

of his engine crumpled up, and Clayton himself was pinned to the back of his engine. 

There was a great commotion among the passengers, twelve of whom are said to have been injured 

[…]. It was found that the permanent way had been torn up for some distance. Both engines had 

been badly damaged, and front portion of the train had left the rails. 

Clayton was in such a position that he could not be rescued […] the poor fellow expired shortly 

afterwards. 
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At a late hour the breakdown gang had still not begun its work, and the dead driver could be seen 

with a sheet over his head, still in the position he was when at the post of duty. (Manchester 

Guardian, 23 January 1909) 

C J Nicholson was presented with a gold pencil case, a pair of gold sleeve links, and a silver mounted 

cigar case together with a handsome diamond ring for Mr Nicholson, by the Conference of 

Passenger Superintendents of the Railway Companies of great Britain, upon his retirement as 

Superintendent of the Line of the L&YR. (Railway News, 30 January 1909) 

February 
L&YR working timetable; Railway and Canal Commissioners judgement for the L&YR against the 

Great Central Railway sending coal traffic over their line between Ancoats and Liverpool. (Railway 

Magazine, 2-1909) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 10th February 1909. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 February 1909) 

The Board of Trade have sanctioned use of widening between New Barn Lane and Boundary Street, 

Rochdale. (L&YR Minutes, 4 February 1909) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 10th February 1909. (Railway News, 6 

February 1909) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th February 1909. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 February 1909) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th February 1909. (Railway News, 

13 February 1909) 

The tender of S Butler & Co. £1,117-5-3d, to be accepted for strengthening Bacup viaduct between 

Stacksteads and Bacup. (L&YR Minutes, 18 February 1909) 

Approval will be sought at the L&YR meeting for the Bill with the NER to authorise the construction 

of a railway, about 8 ½ miles in length, the extension of the Hatfield Moor branch of the Axholme 

Joint Railway, to terminate by a junction with the Dearne Valley Railway at Cantley, near Doncaster. 

(Engineer, 19 February 1909, p.191) 

Report of the death of J H Stafford, former L&YR general manager, at his residence, Burnside, 

Bowness-on-Windermere, on Wednesday, 10th February 1909. A special train left Manchester for 

the funeral on Saturday, 13th February conveying a large number of directors and officials of the 

company and other companies. (Railway News, 20 February 1909) 

March 
L&YR working timetable. (Railway Magazine, 3-1909) 

On Tuesday, 9th March 1909 the launch took place at Dumbarton of the steamship Duke of 

Cumberland, a turbine steamer which will prove a notable addition to the passenger fleet of the Irish 

Sea. She has been built by Messrs Denny to the order of the L&Y and LNWR Companies and is for 

their Fleetwood and Belfast service. She will steam 20½ knots. (Railway News, 13 March 1909) 

Reporting to the Board of Trade on the collision which occurred at Hindley and Blackrod Junction, 

on the L&YR, on January 22nd. when a passenger train to Wigan collided in a dense fog with the rear 

of two light engines standing on a connecting line, but foul of the line to Wigan, Lieut. Col. Druitt 

says; “Several accidents have occurred lately owing to trains being shunted on to a running road to let 

another train to pass them, and I consider that this practise should never be permitted under such conditions 

and weather as prevailed on this occasion. If they cannot be placed in a siding they should be allowed to go 
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forward in their turn until they reach a signal box where they can be shunted clear of all running lines, and 

any extra delay must be put up with for the sake of safety”. The driver of the passenger train was killed 

and the fireman severely injured. (Engineer, 19 March 1909, p.293) 

Report of the House of Lords Select Committee considering the L&Y and NE Railways Hatfield 

Moor Further Extension Railway Bill. (Railway News, 27 March 1909) 

April 
Board of Trade report of an accident at Royton on Saturday, 31st December 1908. (Railway 

Engineer, 4-1909) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of new railways at Goole. (Manchester Guardian, 6 

April 1909) 

Recently the Board of Trade issued the report of Lieut. Col. E Druitt on his inquiry into the causes 

of the collision, and the fire resulting there from, which occurred on January 21st between two 

passenger trains at Marsh Lane Junction on the electrically worked portion of the line between 

Liverpool and Southport, on the L&YR. The inspector said that the collision was due entirely to 

signalman Potter, in the Marsh Lane Junction box, allowing the 7.20 to proceed before he had 

received the “out of section” signal for the 7.10 train, and without exchanging any block signals for 

the second train with the signal box in advance. Making every allowance for the difficulty of working 

a busy signal box during a fog, the Inspector states that there can be no excuse for such a breach of 

the regulations. Potter admits that he alone was to blame for the collision. (Engineer, 9 April 1909, 

p.369) 

Report of the formation of the L&YR (Liverpool District) Temperance Union. (Railway News, 17 

April 1909) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £15,600-7-11d, to be accepted for new railways at Goole. (L&YR Minutes, 

22 April 1909) 

Paper on Railway Electrification by J A F Aspinall to the Institution of Mechanical Engineers. (Railway 

News, 24 April 1909) 

On Friday, 23rd April 1909 J A F Aspinall, L&YR general manager, delivered his presidential address 

to the Institute of Mechanical Engineers, his subject being railway electrification, with the Liverpool-

Southport railway as an illustration. Extract; “The Aintree race trains when worked by steam had each a 

seating capacity for 502 persons and necessitated a change of engine each journey. The present electric race 

trains each having a seating capacity for 512 persons are formed of electric motor cars at each end with ten 

close coupled vehicles originally used in steam trains. The only addition required to make this conversion was 

the running of a few cables, properly protected, over the roofs to complete the electrical connections of the 

two motor cars.” (Manchester Guardian, 27 April 1909; Engineer, p.459 and Engineering, 30 April 

1909) 

Board of Trade report of an accident at Marsh Lane on 21st January 1909; at Hindley and Blackrod 

Junction on 22nd January 1909. (Railway Engineer, 5-1909, p.168) 

May 
Victoria Station. (Railway Magazine, 5-1909) 

Reductions of rateable valuation assessments achieved by the L&YR in the west Lancashire area. 

(Railway News, 1 May 1909) 

Railway Electrification, paper by J A F Aspinall, continued. (Railway News, 1 May 1909; Engineer, p.485 

and Engineering, 7 May 1909) 
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In the Railway Ambulance Competition Challenge Shield the L&YR came second to the LNWR, with 

219 ¾ marks. (Railway News, 8 May 1909) 

The Manchester Board of Guardians invite tenders for the installation of electric light at their New 

Bridge Street offices. (Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1909) 

Extracts from a report; The new turbine steamer, Duke of Cumberland, belonging to the L&Y and 

LNW railways Companies, made her maiden trip from Fleetwood to Belfast on Friday, night, 28th

May 1909, returning on Saturday night. She is the latest and by far the best ship in the fleet owned by 

the two companies jointly, and her behaviour on the outward and home journeys was all that could 

be desired. The new ship expresses the wish of the owners to better the means of communication 

between Ireland and England, and lessen, as far as shipping devices can, the troubles of the sea 

voyage. The Duke of Cumberland is to be followed, in the first week of August next, with a sister ship 

called the Duke of Argyll. These two vessels will, it is confidently expected, enable the joint railway 

companies named to save half an hour in the journey from England to Northern Ireland by the 

Fleetwood route. 

The new ship is 330 feet in length, 41 feet broad, and 18 feet in moulded depth. The provision for 

passengers, third as well as first, is excellent. A notable feature is the great number of single berth 

cabins. These and the accommodation for first class passengers is in the fore part of the ship. The 

chief thing about the boat is the turbine. It is a new thing in the Fleetwood steamers, and will be 

introduced doubtless, in all succeeding vessels of the fleet. The new ship has proved her ability to 

steam at a rate of over 22 knots an hour. On Saturday night she did the run between the entrance 

to Belfast Lough and the Fleetwood Lighthouse comfortably in six hours. 

The Fleetwood and Belfast service was started nearly seventy years ago. For a long time the vessels 

were of the paddle wheel type. Then came the screw ships, and now three sets of turbine form the 

propelling machinery. For the maiden trip a party of Manchester journalists went with the vessel on 

Friday night. There were also present Commander Baugh, marine superintendent of Fleetwood, Mr 

Cotton, the company’s agent at Belfast; and other representatives of the owners. (Manchester 

Guardian, 31 May 1909) 

June 
The Duke of Argyle, the second of two new turbine steamers for the L&Y and LNW joint service 

between Fleetwood and Belfast was launched in May at Dumbarton be Messrs William Denny & 

Bros. The vessel is 330 feet by 41 feet by 18 feet. Report of an accident at Freshfield on 30th April 

1909. (Railway Engineer, 6-1909) 

A folder has been produced by the L&YR in Esperanto for distribution amongst members of the 

Esperanto Association congress held at Leeds during Whitsuntide. (Railway News, 5 June 1909) 

The L&YR, LNW and Midland railways have agreed that their ordinary and tourist tickets shall from 

now, with some few exceptions, be available by the trains of any of the three companies affording a 

direct service between stations for which the tickets are available, the whole or any part of the 

journey may be made on any of the three companies’ lines. An arrangement also applies to tickets 

issued between England and Belfast and the north of Ireland by way of Fleetwood or Heysham. 

Season tickets also are available by the three companies’ routes between certain points. (Manchester 

Guardian. 7 June 1909) 

On 1st July 1909 the MR will open their line between Royston Junction and Thornhill junction on the 

L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 18 June 1909) 

The first pile was driven on Friday, 18th June 1909 of the new fish dock which the L&YR are 

constructing at Fleetwood. A photograph shows the pile, a ferro-concrete beam, about 30 feet long 

and 12 inches square, in position for hammering down. The new dock is to be on the site of the old 



1900-1909 

949 

timber pool, and its 15 acres and 630 yards of quays will more than double the present dock 

accommodation. The new dock was begun with wooden piles, but the method of construction has 

been changed for ferro-concrete, and the contract is being carried out by Messrs J Howe & Co. of 

West Hartlepool, under the direction of the company’s chief engineer, D C Rattray. (Manchester 

Guardian, 21 June 1909) 

Terms of employment have been agreed between the L&YR and their employees in the traffic, 

locomotive and carriage and wagon departments without the need to resort to arbitration. Long 

report giving terms, conditions, hours, and pay. (Manchester Guardian, 21 June 1909) 

Report that representatives of the L&YR and of the employees on the Central Conciliation Board 

have settled all points in dispute without referring to an arbitrator. (Railway News, 26 June 1909) 

Report, with map, of the proposed agreements between the L&YR, L&NW, and MRs. (Railway 

News, 26 June 1909) 

July 
 J P Crouch, L&YR carriage and wagon superintendent, has been appointed assistant mechanical 

engineer in succession to O Winder, who joins the Patent Shaft and Axletree Co. Ltd. H E O’Brien, 

Formby power station superintendent succeeds Crouch and is succeeded by C H Montgomery, 

works manager, Newton Heath, who is succeeded by F E Gobey, chief draughtsman, Newton Heath. 

Ticket availability between the L&Y, L&NW, and MRs. Abstracts from the presidential address to the 

Institute of Mechanical Engineers by J A F Aspinall on the Liverpool and Southport railway 

electrification. (Railway Engineer, 7-1909) 

An advertising novelty has been adopted by the L&YR. The headings of the trains service sheets for 

the summer months, exhibited at the stations, have been printed in various colours, in order to 

make it easier for passengers to find the service they want. (Manchester Guardian, 2 July 1909) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the widening of the bridge over Ten Acres Lane, Baguley Fold, Park; 

for the extension of the fish mound and construction and erection of roofing over existing and new 

fish stages at Wyre Dock. (Manchester Guardian, 3 July 1909) 

The L&YR Liverpool district athletics festival was held at Whalley on Saturday, 19th June 1909, over 

3.500 people being present. (Railway News, 3 July 1909) 

The loan of models of early railway coaches to the South Kensington Museum, Machinery Section by 

the L&YR, includes to a scale of 1:8, an open third class and a closed second class of the Manchester 

and Leeds Railway. Third class passengers were known as “wagon passengers”, being the class which 

had previously used the stage wagons on the turnpike roads. (Engineer, 16 July 1909, p.67) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £12,936-09-5d, to be accepted for the extension of fish mound and 

construction of new fish stages, etc., at Wyre Dock, Fleetwood; also that of Tate & Gordon, £2,196-0-

8d, for widening bridge over Ten Acres Lane, Park. (L&YR Minutes, 22 July 1909) 

Giving evidence before the Railway and Canal Commission J Wharton, L&YR chief goods manager, 

stated that “generally the flour trade was carried on the railway by sheeted wagons. Claims against 

the company for the last year were only £50 for the whole of the flour traffic passing over the 

railway…he (thought) that the company carried from 150,000 to 200,000 tons, equal to about 

£1,500,000 to £2,000,000 […]. 

Of the £50 paid, 46 per cent was in respect of flour in covered vans and 54 per cent in open 

wagons. Assuming that it was properly done, and the sheet properly put on, he thought that all the 

protection […] was given by the wagons and the sheet. They regulated their wagons by a rolling 

stock department in three divisions, east, west, and central, and those were controlled by the head 

office in Manchester. Particulars were sent up every morning of requirements and supplies and the 
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Manchester office regulated the traffic from there if the local offices were not able to meet their 

own wants. They could not, with their present accommodation, regulate the traffic if they had to 

send back empty each traders wagons to that particular trader’s depot. (Railway News, 24 July 1909) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 4th August 1909. The engineer reported 

that the contract for new railways at Goole and excavations at Tanshelf was let in April last and the 

works are now in progress. (Manchester Guardian, 28 July 1909) 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers summer meeting at Liverpool. First paper by George Hughes on 

Locomotives Built at Horwich. (Engineer, 30 July 1909, p.105) 

Locomotives Designed and Built at Horwich. Paper by George Hughes to the Institute of Mechanical 

Engineers at Liverpool. (Engineer, p.119/122; Engineering, 30 July 1909) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 4th August 1909. The engineer reported 

that the contract for new railways at Goole and excavations at Tanshelf was let in April last and the 

works are now in progress. (Railway News, 31 July 1909) 

Report of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers Summer meeting at Liverpool. (Railway News, 31 

July 1909) 

August 
Abstracts from the presidential address to the Institute of Mechanical Engineers by J A F Aspinall on 

the Liverpool and Southport electrification. Report of an accident at Fazakerley on 21st January 1909. 

(Railway Engineer, 8-1909) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 4th August 1909. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 August 1909) 

Locomotives Designed and Built at Horwich, paper by George Hughes. (Engineering; Engineer, 6 August 

1909, p.146/150) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 4th August 1909. (Railway News, 7 

August 1909) 

Locomotives Designed and Built at Horwich, paper by George Hughes. (Traction Supplement) (Railway 

News, 7 August 1909) 

The Institute of mechanical Engineers visit the Liverpool-Southport line and Horwich works. 

(Engineer, 13 August 1909, p.169) 

Locomotives Designed and Built at Horwich, paper by George Hughes. Engineer, 13 August 1909, 

p.174/176)  

The powers acquired by the L&Y and NE Railways to extend the Hatfield Moor Railway are likely to 

be followed by an extension of the Great Central Railway into the same area. (Engineering, 20 

August 1909) 

Report of a meeting to promote the L&YR Temperance Union was held in No.6 Conference Room 

at Victoria station on 13th August 1909. (Railway News, 21 August 1909) 

Description of Horwich works. (Railway News, Traction Supplement, 21 August 1909) 

Report of a carriage which ran through the turntable and buffer stops at Irwell Bridge carriage 

sidings and fell into Moreton Street at the west end of Victoria station on Sunday, 29th August 1909. 

(Manchester Guardian, 30 August 1909) (Photograph. Manchester Guardian, 31 August 1909) 
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Locomotives Designed and Built at Horwich, paper by George Hughes. (Railway Engineer, 9-1909) 

Railway traffic was delayed between Middleton Junction and Manchester owing to alterations taking 

place to a bridge at Moston. New girders are being erected and only one line was available. Normal 

running was returned on Monday. (Middleton Guardian, 18 September 1909) 

October 
Locomotives Designed and Built at Horwich, paper by George Hughes. Includes a drawing of a 4-4-2 

engine. (Railway Engineer, 10-1909) 

Description and photograph of the new revolving advertising kiosk at Victoria station. (Railway 

News, 2 October 1909) 

Paper to the Iron and Steel Institute; The Cost of Permanent Way Renewals.. (Extract) 

Table No.1 L&YR
1847-1865 1865 1897-1906
Average cost 
per mile per 
year 

Average cost per 
mile per year 

Miles open Cost in10 years Average cost per 
mile per year 

£377 £396.07 465.2 £1,645,094 £291.07
Average totals of nine principal British railways

£279 £285.53 £314.66
Permanent way expenses 1897-1906
Miles Open Cost per mile per annum

Wages Materials Total
565.2 £997,461 £647,633 £1,645,094

Goods and Minerals
Wages Materials Total Tons per mile

£176.48 £11,459 £291.07 41,678
The L&YR with a maximum tonnage of 41,678 tons per mile of goods and mineral traffic the average 

annual cost of renewals is only £291.07 per mile – very little above the average. (Engineering, 8 

October 1909) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a subway at Horwich for a line of water pipes.

(Manchester Guardian, 9 October 1909) 

Photograph taken from the top of the Tower showing part of Central station, Blackpool. 

(Manchester Guardian, 12 October 1909) 

The average cost of permanent way renewals on the L&YR is only £291.07 per mile, very little above 

the average, with a maximum tonnage of 41,678 tons per mile of goods and mineral traffic. 

(Engineer, 15 October 1909, p.338) 

November 
The tender of Tate& Gordon, £3,606-13-9d, to be accepted for a subway for Manchester Corporation 

water pipes at Horwich, provided the engineer cannot obtain a reduction. (L&YR Minutes, 21 October 

1909) [Corrected tender, £3,703-03-9d, accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 18 November 1909)] 

Locomotives Designed and Built at Horwich, paper by George Hughes, includes a drawing of a 4-6-0 

engine. (Railway Engineer, 11-1909) 

Advertising kiosks at Victoria station. (Railway Magazine, 11-1909) 

Description and drawings of the water pick-up apparatus for L&YR tank engines, (Engineering, 5 

November 1909) 
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Report of the Horwich Mechanics Institute and Technical School. (Railway News, 6 November 

1909) 

Notice of the L&YR Bill to go before Parliament. (Manchester Guardian, 19 November 1909) 

December 
Locomotives Designed and Built at Horwich, paper by George Hughes. (Railway Engineer, 12-1909) 

Fleetwood. (Railway Magazine, 12-1909) 

Description, drawings, general arrangement and photographs of the L&YR turbine steamers Duke of 

Cumberland and Duke of Argyll. Vessels constructed by W Denny & Bros. Dumbarton. Sister ships to 

the Duke of Albany. (Engineering, 3 December 1909) 

Another new company proposes the construction of a railway crossing the Trent at Garthorpe, and 

coupling together the Fockerby branch of the NE/L&Y Axholme Joint Railway with the authorised 

North Lindsey Light Railway. The bridge is to have one or two spans, and to carry both road and rail 

traffic. (Engineering, 3 December 1909)
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1910 – 1922 
1910 
January 

The Ribble Valley, Blackburn and Hellifield. L&YR; J Wharton succeeds C W Bailey as L&YR chief 

traffic manager. (Railway Magazine, January 1910) 

L&YR statistics for ten years from 1899 to 1908. (Railway News, 1 January 1910) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 4 January 1910) 

The L&YR Mechanics Institute, Horwich, has established a girls’ physical exercise class in the Fielden 

Gymnasium at the Institute. It is proposed to divide the class into senior and junior sections meeting 

separately on Thursday evenings. (Railway News, 8 January 1910) 

Locomotive coal price 9s 3d per ton. (Engineer, 14 January 1910) 

Report of the L&YR Temperance Union meeting in Manchester on Friday, 7th January 1910. The 

union has been given official recognition by the company. (Railway News, 15 January 1910) 

Specification and photograph of the L&YR 4-4-0 fitted with Schmidt Superheater. (Railway News, 29 

January 1910) 

February 
Report of the L&YR planned extensions under consideration before Parliament. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 February 1910) 

Directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 9th February 1910. (Manchester Guardian, 2 

February 1910)  

Directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 9th February 1910. The engineer reported that 

the whole of the works of the extension of the up and down loops at Gannow Junction, Burnley, 

have been completed. (Railway News, 5 February 1910) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th February 1910. A comment was 

made complaining of the inconvenience caused to passengers by the closing of the booking office on 

No.14 platform in Victoria station. (Manchester Guardian, 10 February 1910; Railway News, 12 

February 1910) 

Report that there was no development in the strike of carters in the service of Messrs Nall & Co. 

carting agents to the L&YR at Bolton, Bury, and Darwen. (Manchester Guardian, 10 February 1910) 

Following a truce arranged between the carters and Messrs Nall pickets have been withdrawn and 

Nall’s have agreed to take on no new men until the result of a conference (this date) is known. 

(Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1910) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway News, 12 February 1910) 
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The L&YR will resume the service to the Continent, via Hull and Zeebrugge, during the 1910 season, 

and there will be a bi-weekly service between the two ports from 14th May to 29th June and tri-

weekly service from 1st July to 30th September. (Railway News, 26 February 1910) 

March 
Changes in L&YR personnel. (Railway Magazine, March 1910) 

Changes of officials by the L&YR include the retirement of C W Bayley, chief traffic manager, after 

fifty three years’ service. He joined the L&YR as a youth in the audit department on 1st February 

1857 and appointed audit accountant in 1874 on the death of Mr Benbow, becoming secretary in 

1890 and chief traffic manager on the retirement of H Stafford in 1899. Josiah Wharton, goods 

manager since 1902 succeeds him. H Marriott, in charge of the passenger superintendents 

department becomes goods manager and he is succeeded by J P Crouch, works manager and 

assistant mechanical engineer at Horwich. (Manchester Guardian, 1 March1910) 

Foundry Plant and Machinery, Joseph Horner, No. IV. The L&YR foundry at Horwich, includes plans 

and sections. (Engineering, 4 March 1910) 

Report of C W Bayley’s retirement as L&YR  chief traffic manager. He joined the L&YR as a youth in 

the audit department on 1st February 1857 and appointed audit accountant in 1874 on the death of 

Mr Benbow, becoming secretary in 1890 and chief traffic manager on the retirement of H Stafford in 

1899. Josiah Wharton, goods manager succeeds him. (Railway News, 5 March 1910) 

Advertisements in Hebrew issued by the L&YR and NE Railway. (Railway News, 5 March 1910) 

The Court of Appeal, on Tuesday, 8th March 1910, dismissed the appeal of the Great Central 

Railway from a judgement of the Railway and Canal Commissioners, reserving to the L&YR the right 

to decline to receive traffic from the Great Central Railway destined for places on and beyond their 

railway from Dinnington Colliery. The Commissioners had decided that at Ancoats there were not 

sufficient facilities for the transfer of the coal from one line to the other. There were, however, 

sidings at Philips Park. The GCR contended that the L&YR should provide facilities at Ancoats for 

the exchange to take place. Their Lordships held that the question was one of fact, and the 

Commissioners were therefore the tribunal to deal with the matter, and that Court could not 

review their decision. (Manchester Guardian, 9 March 1910) 

Report of the proposed alterations in Moston and Newton Heath by the L&YR Bill. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 March 1910) 

The Court of Appeal has dismissed the GCR appeal against the judgement for the L&YR to refuse 

facilities at Ancoats Junction, Manchester and at Liverpool. (Railway News, 12 March 1910) 

James Nuttall of the L&YR secretary’s department and chairman of the sports committee, rifle club, 

smoking concert, and dining club was presented with a cabinet of cutlery in recognition of his work. 

(Railway News, 12 March 1910) 

Extracts from reports; The results of many accidents were dealt with at the Athenaeum Hall, 

Manchester, yesterday, 17th March, in the final round of the ambulance shield competition organised 

for teams belonging to the L&YR Centre of the St John Ambulance Association.  

In the first case, it appeared that a lurry had been loading with sheet glass in a goods yard when the 

horses suddenly started, and the skeleton frame containing the glass overbalanced and fell to the 

ground, smashing the frame and contents, with deplorable results to one of the men.  

In another case the patient was discovered, at the rise of the curtain, with a flushed face, and 

insensible, his house, according to the alliterative phrase of the schedule being “half a mile away, up a 
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steep hill.” By a later lamentable chance, the patient was in bed in a room full of coal gas. His 

subsequent adventures included falling off his bicycle in a country road; being thrown from his horse; 

lying in a public street in an unconscious condition; having his spine fractured on the permanent way; 

and suffering from extreme pain while removing a heavy article of furniture from a furniture van into 

a house. With all these painful emergencies the six ambulance teams, which in a preliminary 

competition had been selected from 34 teams from the various parts of the L&Y system, were 

required to be competent to treat, and according to their skill in this respect they were awarded the 

shield and prizes offered by the Company for competition. 

[…] The Company’s encouragement has produced some very favourable results in the last thirteen 

years. In 1897 when the centre was first formed, there were 650 men in the service who possessed 

first aid certificates. During the last year 34 classes have been held, with the result that 237 have 

passed first year examinations, 128 second year examinations, 113 have obtained the medallion, and 

235 the label, which makes, altogether, 5,052 men who have obtained the certificate, 1,602 the first 

aid voucher, 908 the medallion, and 755 the label. 

[…] It was pointed out by Mr Fielden, the deputy chairman of the Company, that during the last 

year first aid has been rendered by men trained under the L&Y centre in 11,431 cases; and that all 

the five thousand men who had given time to learning the work had given that time out of their 

spare time. It was something, he said, for which directly they had received no return; and in which 

they showed to the enormous majority of people in the country an example of that public spirit 

which needed so much to be extended. Mr Fielden also praised the zeal and enthusiasm shown by 

the various instructors. (Manchester Guardian, 18-March-1910) 

Compounding and Superheating in Horwich Locomotives. Paper by George Hughes, to the Institution of 

Mechanical Engineers. (Engineering, Engineer, p.287-290, 18-March-1910) 

The L&YR Temperance Union, Oldham branch, held a tea and entertainment on Saturday, 12th

March 1910. (Railway News, 19-March-1910) 

Compounding and Superheating in Horwich Locomotives. Paper by George Hughes, to the Institution of 

Mechanical Engineers. (19-March-1910) 

Report of a paper read to the Institution of Mechanical Engineers on Thursday, 17th March 1910 by 

George Hughes on the application of compounding and superheating to railway locomotives. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22-March-1910) 

Photographs taken at Fleetwood fish dock, including one of the trawlers at the dock with three 

railway lines along the quay side, but no vehicles. (Manchester Guardian, 24-March-1910) 

Compounding and Superheating in Horwich Locomotives. Paper by George Hughes to the Institution of 

mechanical Engineers. (Engineering, Engineer, 25-March-1910, p.315/6) 

Compounding and Superheating in Horwich Locomotives. Paper by George Hughes to the 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers. (Railway News, 26-March-1910) 

April 
C W Bayley, L&YR chief traffic manager, retired on 1st April 1910. He was succeeded by J Wharton, 

goods manager, who was succeeded by H Marriott, passenger superintendent, who was succeeded 

by J P Crouch, assistant mechanical engineer, who was succeeded by H E O’Brien, carriage and 

wagon superintendent, who was succeeded by F E Gobey, Newton Heath works manager. (Railway 

Engineer, April 1910) 

Compounding and Superheating in Horwich Locomotives by George Hughes, includes drawing of an 

0-8-0 compound coal engine. (Railway Engineer, April 1910) 
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Exchange station, Manchester, LNWR. (Railway Magazine, April 1910) 

Compounding and Superheating in Horwich Locomotives. Paper by George Hughes to the 

Institution of Mechanical Engineers. (Engineering, Engineer, 1 April 1910, p.338-340) 

Report of the promotion of H E O’Brien to assistant mechanical engineer and F E Gobey to assistant 

carriage and wagon superintendent of the L&YR. (Railway News, 16 April 1910) 

May 
Compounding and Superheating in Horwich Locomotives. Paper by George Hughes. (Railway 

Engineer, Railway Magazine, May 1910) 

Petition presented to the L&Y and L&Y companies to secure better winter services to and from 

Blackpool and better use of the new short cut line. (Manchester Guardian, 6 May 1910) 

Extracts from report; A memorial, which has been signed by a number of the property owners, 

occupiers, and inhabitants of Moston and Newton Heath, is to be presented to the Lord Mayor of 

Manchester. It deals with the L&YR Company’s Bill. The main line of the Company, it is stated, 

divides the district into two portions, and the memorialists are particularly affected by the 

accommodation afforded for traffic. There has been a great increase in the population in each 

portion since the line was originally constructed, and in consequence the roads and bridge 

hereinafter referred to have not for some time afforded adequate means of access. 

To provide for this traffic provisions were inserted in the Company’s Act of 1901 for the substitution of the 

bridge over St Mary’s Road by a new flat girder bridge at the cost of the Company, uniform in height and 

structure with the new bridges over St Mary’s Road. The Company were also to provide a width of not less 

than sixteen yards co-extensive with their property and conform with the building line in St Mary’s Road, the 

Corporation to pay the Company for the value of the land for the extra width of the road above fourteen 

yards – requisite to make the road 16 yards wide – nearly two yards – and the Corporation to undertake at 

their own cost the alteration of levels required by them and the repaving and flagging of the altered surface 

of the road. 

It is further pointed out that the existing St Mary’s Road bridge is inconvenient and dangerous. The span is 

only fifteen feet in width, and in consequence of following a crooked line it is impossible for anyone 

approaching the bridge from either side to see through and beyond. The existing state of the bridge and road 

might have been  adequate when the district was rural and sparsely populated, but is totally insufficient now 

that the district has become a growing industrial district with a large population, and with St Mary’s Road on 

both sides of the bridge as its main artery. Many large works have been established on the north side of the 

main line, to which access is obtained from Oldham Road by way of Dean Lane, and then along St Mary’s 

Road and through the bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 9 May 1910) 

The L&YR invite tenders for an opening under Crosby Road and for the erection and construction of 

an overhead booking hall, etc., at Waterloo; for the construction of a connecting line at Blowick.

(Manchester Guardian, 13 May 1910) 

The tender of Caffin & Co. £7,722-16-9d, to be accepted, subject to references, for the connecting 

line at Blowick, Southport; and that of Tate & Gordon, £6,885-15-9d, for additional opening under 

Crosby Road, and other works at Waterloo, and £1,395-17-8d, for the overhead booking office at the 

same place. (L&YR Minutes, 26 May 1910) 

Report of the death of H A Hoy, general manager. Messrs Beyer Peacock & Co. Ltd. Gorton 

Foundry. He entered Crewe Works as an apprentice in 1878, became outdoor assistant in the 

locomotive department of the L&YR in 1884, works manager at Miles Platting then Horwich, chief 

mechanical engineer in 1899 until 1904 when he joined Beyer Peacock. (Manchester Guardian, 26 

May 1910; Engineer, 27 May 1910, p.540) 
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Compounding and Superheating in Horwich Locomotives. Paper by George Hughes. (Railway 

Engineer, June 1910) 

June 
Reports of accidents at Huddersfield on 18th January 1910 and Towneley level crossing on 6th March 

1910. (Railway Engineer, June 1910) 

Report and results of the Liverpool May Day procession held on Saturday 28th May 1910 having been 

postponed due to the death of the king. (Railway News, 4 June 1910) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the provision and erection of stanchions and girders to carry an overhead 

travelling crane in North Docks cotton shed, Liverpool. (Manchester Guardian, 4 June 1910) 

The annual competition of the L&YR fire brigades was decided yesterday, Wednesday, 8th June 1910 

on the recreation ground adjoining the locomotive works at Horwich. The company has about 280 

brigades and 1,700 firemen. Trials were decided in the districts, only the finals were decided 

yesterday. (Manchester Guardian, 9 June 1910) 

July 
Luncheon and dining cars introduced on the L&YR; Report of the death of H A Hoy. (Railway 

Magazine, July 1910) 

L&Y and LNWR’s working agreement arrangements as effecting the public. (Railway News, 9 July 

1910) 

The L&YR office in Corporation Street, Manchester, was slightly damaged by fire on 10th July 1910. 

(Manchester Guardian, 11 July 1910) 

Mirrlees Watson Co Ltd. has received an order from the L&YR for an elevated jet condensing plant 

at Newton Heath  (Engineer, 15 July 1910, p.74) 

The L&Y, LNW and Midland railways intend to  make return tickets  between England and their Irish 

ports available for six months instead of two. (Railway News, 16 July 1910) 

The L&YR have published new posters advertising east and west coast resorts. (Railway News, 23 

July 1910) 

A Merryweather “Hatfield” treble-barrel high-speed reciprocating pump, driven by an electric motor 

has recently been supplied to the L&YR, for a fire protective installation on the company’s property 

at Castleton. The pump, which is designed to deliver 600 gallons per minute at 185 revolutions per 

minute, is driven by a 60 horse power motor through chain gearing. The pump delivers through a 

system of fire main piping with hydrants at various points. A relief valve is fitted, so that no damage 

will occur to these fittings between the time the hydrants are closed and the pump ceases to run. 

(Engineer, 29 July 1910, p.128) 

Engine Running Shed Practise. The L&YR distribute fitters’ stores to the sheds on their system 

by vans, of which three are sent out daily. The vans are designed for dealing conveniently with 

stores, and are fitted with swing-jibs and pulley-blocks for handling the heavier articles. The system 

works very satisfactorily, and quick delivery is ensured, material ordered overnight being delivered 

the next morning at 8.30am. The vans are worked on passenger trains and have resulted in freeing 

the passenger station platforms, whilst the expense of delivering stores has been materially reduced. 

For the compilation of the statistics of each engine the L&YR have adopted the “Hollerith Tabulating 

Machine” by which the following data are obtained;  
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Date;  
Shed where the driver is stationed;  
Class of engine;  
Engine number;  
Shed where engine is stationed;  
Drivers number;  
Miles run;  
Shed where coal is received;  
Weight of coal supplied;  
Description of time;  
Time worked in hours and minutes. 

By means of the punched holes denoting the description the same cards will show; 

Number of train miles run. 
Number of train miles assisting.  
Number of light engine miles run. 
Number of locomotive shunting miles. 
Number of traffic shunting miles. 
Number of empty carriage miles run. 
Quantity of locomotive oil supplied. 
Quantity of cylinder oil supplied. 
Quantity of tallow supplied.  
Length of time men were in charge of engine. 
Length of time men were travelling before or after being relieved. 
Length of time men were engaged conducting, waiting orders, etc. 
Length of time trains were detained by signals, etc. 

These cards can be conveniently assembled to show cost of operating the various sheds, classes of 

engines, classes of mileage, etc. (Engineering, 29 July 1910) 

August 
Blackpool and its Railways. (Railway Magazine, August 1910) 

Report of the L&YR directors. The engineer reported that Railway No.1 at Goole had been 

completed and opened for traffic on 2nd May 1910. (Railway News, 6 August 1910) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th August 1910. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 August 1910) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 10th August 1910. (Railway News, 13 

August 1910) 

The L&YR as steam ship operators. (Railway News, 13 August 1910) 

The L&YR is at present carrying out extensive alterations at Waterloo station. The works mainly 

comprise the construction of an additional opening for two lines of way under Crosby Road, about 

180 yards east of the station platform. The new opening will be situated immediately adjoining the 

north side of and co-extensive with the existing bridge structure. It is not intended at present to lay 

down any additional tracks, but the construction of the new opening will enable the curvature of the 

existing tracks to be improved, this being the curve which caused the disastrous derailment of an 

express steam train in 1903. A new overhead booking and parcels office on the level of South Road 

is in course of construction and the existing booking office on the platform level will be removed, so 

as to afford increased platform accommodation. An electric hoist is also to be provided for 
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conveying passengers’ luggage between the platform level and the level of the new booking office 

floor. (Engineer, 19 August 1910, p.208) 

September 
The L&YR intends to develop an electric scheme for a line between Liverpool and Southport by way 

of Burscough Bridge. Power will be conveyed by cables erected across country from the power 

station at Formby. (Engineer, 16 September 1910, p.303) 

The tender of Yorkshire Hennebique Contracting Co. £8,614-6-4d, to be accepted for a ferro-

concrete bridge, etc., over the railway at Ashton-under-Lyne. (L&YR Minutes, 29 September 1910) 

October 
Report of the retirement of W J Carmichael, L&YR goods superintendent at Liverpool. (Railway 

News, 8 October 1910) 

Report of the L&YR Temperance Union meeting on 12th October 1910. Report of the Horwich 

Mechanics Institute and Technical School. (Railway News, 22 October 1910) 

Description and photographs of the L&YR Mechanics Institute and Technical School. (Railway News, 

29 October 1910) 

November 
J P Crouch leaves the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, November 1910) 

The L&YR have electrified another pair of lines from Sandhills to Seaforth and extended the 

electrified lines north from Liverpool to Aintree. To meet these extensions, a combined rotary 

converter and battery sub-station has been constructed at Aintree. There are at present about 31 

miles of electrified route, including an extension to Crossens. The volume of business has grown so 

much since the full service of electric trains was introduced, in October 1904 that it would be 

impossible to handle it with steam traction unless additional metals were provided. Even now trailer 

cars are used, in addition to the normal trains of three, four or five cars, during the hours of heavy 

traffic. The directors have decided to make another extension of their electric system to Ormskirk, 

adding twelve miles of route. (Engineer, 4 November 1910, p.491) 

The Fleetwood Harbour and Docks of the L&YR. (Railway News, 5 November 1910) 

A new 2½ ton transporter crane to be used for coaling trawlers at the L&YR Fleetwood Docks has 

been built by Messrs Cowan and Sheldon & Co. Ltd. Carlisle, with description and photographs. 

(Engineering, 18 November 1910) 

C B Byles, L&YR signal engineer, was honorary secretary at the first meeting of the newly formed 

Institution of Signal Engineers which was held at Birmingham on 8th November 1910. (Engineer, 18 

November 1910, p.554) 

Extracts from reports; A Scotch express ran into a Southport train at Ormskirk last night, 25th

November, and was afterwards run into by a motor train. The engine and two carriages left the 

lines, and the engine crashed into a bridge. The Southport train was standing outside Ormskirk 

station on the main line at 9.40pm ready for the signal to cross over. The driver, a Southport man, 

saw a Scotch express for Liverpool approaching and at once put on steam, but he had only 

proceeded less than a hundred yards when the express, which was travelling at about fifty miles an 

hour, crashed into the engine […]. The collision caused the engine and the foremost carriage to 

leave the rails, and the engine crashed into the masonry supporting a bridge, while the two nearest 

carriages completely blocked both main lines to Liverpool and Preston. At this moment a rail motor 

train, due at Ormskirk from the Liverpool direction at 9.42pm was seen approaching […]. The 



1910 - 1922 

960 

driver, James Morris, of Ormskirk, was powerless to avert the additional disaster, but as he was 

nearing the station and travelling only at a moderate speed the impact was considerably minimised. 

The motor train struck the carriage of the express, fouling the line, and partly canted over […]. The 

driver, James Bibby, of Liverpool, who had charge of the express, had a wonderful escape as did his 

fireman, T M’Lean, also of Liverpool […]. The collision occurred about 200 yards from Ormskirk 

station at a point where the railway runs beneath a bridge in the main street in the town […]. A 

breakdown gang from Liverpool soon arrived but some time must elapse before the line can be 

cleared. The force of the collision reduced some of the carriages to matchwood, and both engines 

were badly damaged, the express locomotive only being prevented from overturning by the masonry 

of the bridge. For many yards the permanent way was torn up. (Manchester Guardian, 26 November 

1910) 

December 
J P Crouch, L&YR passenger superintendent, has been appointed chief mechanical engineer to the 

Central Argentine Railway. John Potter, chief assistant to the L&YR signal engineer has been 

appointed GNR of Ireland signal engineer. (Railway Engineer, December 1910) 

At Victoria station there is an ingenious device called a parcels carrier in use for dealing with parcels 

traffic, by which the above requisites of quick transit and little handling are obtained. It is an 

electrical overhead trolley, running on a double rail of very narrow gauge, half a mile in circuit, and 

traversing the whole of the station. The wheels of the trolley run upon the rails, but (by inversion of 

the usual custom) the machinery and hauling apparatus are suspended beneath the rails. The 

contrivance is the same in principle as an electric tramcar. The small electric engine (whose “power” 

is supplied from Manchester Corporation Electrical Works) is manipulated by a boy who rides 

seated behind it with his legs stretched out on either side of the engine and supported by rests. 

Beneath the engine a huge rectangular shaped basket for carrying the parcels is suspended by chains. 

The terminus of this miniature railway is at the Parcel Office. On a basket being filled from the 

Parcel Office with parcels, which are booked for a certain town and district, the chains from the 

trolley engine are attached to it, the engine hoists the basket, and then the trolley is driven off under 

the boy’s charge along the rails until it reaches the train, opposite the parcels van for which the 

contents of the basket are intended, and here the basket is lowered to the platform. The engine can 

attain a maximum speed of twelve miles an hour, but there are numerous curves to be negotiated, 

and the average speed is six miles an hour, the complete circuit of the “railway” taking three 

minutes. There are no “cross-over” rails. Three trolleys are employed, and one “spare” trolley is 

kept in reserve. The contrivance is the invention of the general manager of the L&Y, J A F Aspinall. 

(Railway & Travel Monthly, December 1910) 

Report of an accident at Ormskirk on Friday, 25th November 1910 when an express train ran into a 

light engine and then a rail-motor ran into the wreckage. (Engineer, 2 December 1910, p.611) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of a bridge over Chamber Street, Bury.

(Manchester Guardian, 3 December 1910) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £1,943-1s-3d, to be accepted for a bridge over Chamber Street, Bury, for 

Bury Corporation. (L&YR Minutes, 15 December 1910) 

Steel rail price £5-10-0d. (Engineer, 16 December 1910) 
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1911 
January 

J Potter resigns from the L&YR; A Watson appointed passenger superintendent. (Railway Magazine, 

January 1911) 

Fishing trade at Wyre Dock, Fleetwood, has increased over the last five years from 13¾ million tons 

to 60 million tons. The L&YR has accepted during 1910 a tender for the construction of a new dock, 

14 acres in extent, with quays and sheds 990 feet long and 70 feet wide; also for a new timber pond 

covering 15 acres, an ice factory capable of an output of 800 tons per week, and a coaling stage 820 

feet long. The whole of the fish sheds and staging are being constructed of ferro-concrete. (Engineer, 

6 January 1911, p.4) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 7 January 1911) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the restoration of the roof and floor of the goods warehouse at Rose 

Grove. (Manchester Guardian, 11 January 1911) 

Report of a presentation to W J Carmichael on Saturday, 7th January 1911 at the Carlton Hotel, 

Liverpool, on his retirement from the office of L&YR Liverpool district goods superintendent on 31st

January 1911. P Wharton will succeed him. (Railway News, 14 January 1911) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £6,406-18-9d, to be accepted for fish traffic offices and stores at Wyre 

Dock. (L&YR Minutes, 19 January 1911) 

Locomotive coal price 8s 9d per ton. (Engineer, 20 January 1911) 

Compounding and Superheating on the L&YR, with some results of an inquiry into their value. 

(Engineer, 20 January 1911, p.61) 

Report of the accident at Ormskirk on 25th November 1910. (Engineer, 20 January 1911, p,65) 

Report of the accident at Ormskirk on 25th November 1910. (Railway News, 21 January 1911) 

The price of locomotive coal has been set at 8s 9d per ton, 6d less than last year. The railway 

companies now act together in the negotiations. (Railway News, 21 January 1911) 

The railway companies had held out for a big decrease on last year’s quotations for coal supplies but 

they came to terms at 8s 9d per ton at the pits, a sufficiently good reduction on the 9s 3d for last 

year. (Engineering, 27 January 1911) 

February 
Special L&YR edition; Ticket barriers introduced on the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, February1911) 

Report of the L&YR. The engineer reported that all the works included in the contract for the 

Blowick connecting line had been completed. (Railway News, 4 February 1911) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday 8th February, 1911. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 February 1911) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday 8th February, 1911. (Railway News, 11 

February 1911) 

The L&YR is proceeding rapidly with the extension of its electric railway from Maghull to Town 

Green and we are informed that trains will commence running on 1st March 1911. (Engineer, 17 

February 1911, p.165) 
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Goods traffic receipts on the L&YR during the last ten years have increased from 9.26d to 13.624d 

per train mile, a fact that speaks well for the policy of building the heavy eight wheel goods engines 

now so frequently met on the line. (Engineer, 17 February 1911, p.177) 

Report of extensive work at Goole. (Railway News, 18 February 1911) 

From the L&YR the public drew in solid cash something like £450 in the half year per mile of line 

open of which two thirds went in rates and Government duty and the rest in income tax. 

(Engineering, 24 February 1911) 

Aspinall’s comments on dock machinery. (Railway News, 25 February 1911) 

Report of the Liverpool Ambulance Centre competition on Saturday, 18th February 1911. (Railway 

News, 25 February 1911) 

March 
Report of the accident at Ormskirk on 25th November 1910. (Railway Engineer, March 1911) 

Superheating in Locomotives; series of experiments by George Hughes on L&YR locomotives. 

(Railway News, 4 March 1911) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening of the bridge carrying the railway over the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal at Sandhills. (Manchester Guardian, 4 March 1911) 

The L&YR signal engineer, C B Byles, is shortly leaving this country in order to take up an 

appointment on the New South Wales Government Railways. Mr Byles has been in the service of 

the L&YR since 1897. (Engineer, 10 March 1911, p.259) 

Elbow room in railway carriages. Of the various districts in which the tramway has thrived 

exceedingly, L&Y occupy a foremost place; it is, therefore, not surprising to find the elbow room on 

the L&YR has shown a tendency towards expansion. In the days of yore, 1900 to be precise, the 

average carriage on this famous system was packed to the extent of 17,501 passengers in the course 

of a year, but since that date the tentacles of the tramway have been entwined in the L&YR system 

in such a manner that by 1909 its vitality suffered to the extent of 23% of the number of passengers 

per carriage falling to 13,623, notwithstanding a 4% increase in passenger train mileage. Twenty 

three per cent is a very serious proportionate decline, but the long distance “carry” has nobly 

responded to the demands made upon it, and although the gross receipts from passengers per 

carriage per annum has fallen, the fall, £35, from £555 to £520 amounts to less than 7%. (Railway 

News, 11 March 1911) 

The L&YR steamships Duke of York and Duke of Lancaster have been sold, we understand, to a 

Turkish firm and will shortly proceed to Constantinople. (Railway News, 11 March 1911) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £6,071-4-3d, to be accepted for widening bridge over the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal at Sandhills. (L&YR Minutes, 16 March 1911) 

Report that R G Berry succeeds C B Byles as L&YR signal engineer. (Railway News, 18 March 1911) 

April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of bridges over Aintree Lane and the river Alt, near 

Fazakerley Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 8 April 1911) 

Report of the demands presented to the L&YR by the main line goods inspectors and foremen 

shunters. (Manchester Guardian, 10 April 1911) 
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The L&YR was one of the first of the English companies to adopt the penny-in-the-slot automatic 

ticket-issuing machines. The company is now experimenting with an electrically worked machine 

which not only issues tickets but also prints them. This ingenious contrivance is at present in 

operation at Sandhills station, Liverpool, and it prints and supplies to the intending traveller on the 

insertion of “a penny-in-the-slot” a third class single ticket to Kirkdale. (Manchester Guardian, 13 

April 1911) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £7,442-19-9d, to be accepted for bridges over Aintree Lane and river 

Alt, near Fazakerley Junction. (L&YR Minutes, 20 April 1911) 

Report of an accident at Wyre Dock, Fleetwood, on 15th February 1911 when a driving a spring on 

an engine broke. (Engineering, 21 April 1911) 

Report of the new fish dock at Fleetwood. (Engineer, 28 April 1911, p.426-429) 

May 
R G Berry appointed L&YR signal engineer. (Railway Engineer, May 1911) 

L&YR continental services brochure. (Railway Magazine, May 1911) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a road, bridge, station buildings, etc. at Formby.

(Manchester Guardian, 3 May 1911) 

Letter in response to a report on Rule 55; A device has been in use by some companies for many 

years, and the L&YR were, I believe, the first to introduce an arrangement of this kind, which has been in use 

upwards of fourteen years. In this case the key on the signal post operated a bell and an indicator in the 

cabin, and the ringing of the bell can be stopped by the signalman, but the indication given on the indicator 

cannot be cancelled without the signalman pulling off his signal and giving the train permission to proceed, as 

the fact of operating the signal lever removes the flag or indicator. (Engineering, 5 May 1911) 

The Liverpool Overhead Railway, Europe’s Pioneer Electric Overhead Railway. (Railway News, 6 

May 1911) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £13,406 July 3d, to be accepted for new road, bridge, station buildings, 

etc., at Formby. (L&YR Minutes, 18 May 1911) 

The L&YR are to grant a day’s holiday on Coronation Day, 22nd June 1911 without deduction of pay. 

To those who have to work, a day’s holiday on some other day will be granted or they will be paid 

an extras day’s wage for working. (Manchester Guardian, 24 May 1911) 

The Colliery and General Mining Exhibition has been open from 12th to 27th May, 1911, in 

Manchester. The L&YR stand was entitled “Pit to Port”. (Railway News, 27 May 1911) 

June 
The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a carriage shop, offices, footbridge, etc. at Meols 

Cop, Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 3 June 1911) 

Article featuring the “Pit to Port” activities of the L&YR. (Railway News, 17 June 1911) 

July 
L&YR summer services. (Railway Magazine, July 1911) 

Carters at the L&YR Oldham Road goods station came out on strike on Monday, 3rd July 1911 after 

refusing to handle goods from the Manchester Ship Canal as a consequence of the shipping strike. 

Carters at Salford goods station have also come out. (Manchester Guardian, 4 July 1911) 
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Long reports of the strikes in Manchester by railway carters. Photograph of an attack on a loaded 

lurry leaving the L&YR goods yard in Rochdale Road, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 5 July 

1911) 

Troops and police arrive in Salford as a consequence of the strikes. A conference was convened at 

Manchester Town Hall on Wednesday night, 5th July 1911, chaired by Mr Askwith, KC, of the Board 

of Trade Labour Department and attended by representatives of the employers, including Aspinall, 

Wharton, Marriott, and Senior of the L&YR and the employees, including the General Railway 

Workers Union, the Amalgamated Society of Railway Servants, the United Carters Association of 

England, the National Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, the Upper Mersey Watermen’s Association, and 

the Dockers’ Union. 

The strike was quite spontaneous on the part of the carters, 2,000 or so of whom are on strike. 

They came out in sympathy with the dockers and partly to seek redress for their own grievances. 

They have three demands;  

1. a 54 hour week, comprising 9½ hours per day and 6½ hours on Saturday;  
2. official recognition of the union;  
3. a weekly wage of 27/- for the driver of a one horse vehicle and 29/- for the driver of a two horse vehicle. 

None of the unions gave formal permission to the members to strike. (Long reports) (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 July 1911) 

The Lord Mayor of Manchester stated that he had every confidence on the city police and that the 

military ought to only be called upon in a serious emergency and as a last resort. So far as 

Manchester is concerned he was thankful to say that at present that state of affairs had not yet been 

reached. (Manchester Guardian, 7 July 1911) 

More reports on the strike. (Manchester Guardian, 8 July 1911) 

Report of settlement of the carters strike, including terms of agreements between all parties. Work 

would resume this date. (Manchester Guardian, 10 July 1911) 

J A Charnley, L&YR district superintendent at Halifax, has been appointed general manager of the 

Cheshire Lines Committee. (Engineer, 14 July 1911, p.59; Railway Engineer, August 1911) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £1,479-14-10d, to be accepted for strengthening Square River Bridge, 

Ramsbottom. (L&YR Minutes, 20 July 1911) 

J A Charnley, L&YR district superintendent at Halifax, has been appointed general manager of the 

Cheshire Lines Committee. (Railway News, 29 July 1911) 

August 
Report of an accident at Wyre Dock, Fleetwood, on 15th February 1911. (Railway Engineer, August 

1911) 

Labourers employed at the L&YR Newton Heath carriage works decided, last night, Tuesday, 1st

August 1911, to strike for better play. (Manchester Guardian, 2 August 1911) 

About 1,000 men are out on strike at the L&YR Newton Heath carriage works. Some of the other 

local engineering firms have conceded the labourers’ demands. At Horwich locomotive works 5,000 

men are to cease work today due to the deadlock over their demands. (Manchester Guardian, 3 

August 1911) 

Report of the strike at Horwich. At Newton Heath about 1,500 men are out, labourers in the 

locomotive department have also put in a claim. At Liverpool, L&YR goods porters have given six 
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days’ notice to cease work unless certain demands are met, between 800 and 1,000 men are 

involved. (Manchester Guardian, 4 August 1911) 

Report that skilled men at Newton Heath have come out in sympathy. (Manchester Guardian, 5 

August 1911) 

Strike reports, unrest spreading. (Manchester Guardian, 7 August 1911) 

Strike reports, passenger traffic unaffected as yet. (Manchester Guardian, 8/9 August 1911) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th August 1911. (Manchester 

Guardian, 10 August 1911) 

Daily strike reports. (Manchester Guardian, 10 to 19 August 1911) 

Unrest on the railways appears to be spreading. At Liverpool the number of strikers reached about 

2,500, being composed chiefly of goods and passenger porters, shunters, and van drivers. Beginning 

on the L&YR it extended to the LNWR. At Preston the L&YR men gave twenty four hours’ notice 

that it is their intention to refuse to handle goods coming from Liverpool. In Manchester 20,000 

skilled and unskilled workmen have been rendered idle by the strike of the engineer’s labourers, 

among them many of the employees of the L&YR. (Engineering, 11 August 1911) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 9th August 1911. (Railway News, 12 

August 1911) 

The L&YR has constructed new fish and coaling stages in ferro-concrete at Fleetwood and additional 

sidings have been provided. Additional siding accommodation has been provided at Fazakerley 

Junction and bridges are in hand over Aintree Lane and the river Alt. With a view to providing 

additional siding accommodation for coal traffic at Bank Hall a contract has been let for widening a 

bridge over the Leeds and Liverpool Canal. A contract has been let for a carriage repair shop, 

offices, etc., at Meols Cop. (Engineering, 18 August 1911) 

Strike to finish following a conference held on Saturday night, 19th August 1911 between the 

employers and the employees representatives and the Board of Trade. (Manchester Guardian, 21 

August 1911) 

Strike settlement reports. (Manchester Guardian, 22/24 August 1911) 

The dispute at Horwich, which has now been going on for three weeks, seems no nearer at end. 

(Manchester Guardian, 25 August 1911) 

Report of the opening of the Railway Inquiry on Monday, 28th August 1911. (Manchester Guardian, 

29 August 1911) 

Report of an offer of arbitration by the men at Horwich. (Manchester Guardian, 30 August 1911) 

September 
Feature of Hughes 0-8-0 locomotive; The Clifton Junction Blockade, 1849. (Railway Magazine, 

September 1911) 

A basis of settlement of the dispute between the L&YR and its workpeople at the Horwich works 

was submitted to the various unions on Wednesday, 6th September 1911. (Engineer, 8 September 

1911, p.269) 

Prospect of Board of Trade intervention in the Horwich strike. (Manchester Guardian, 13 

September 1911) 
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A combined committee of the men and management of the L&YR Horwich works meeting on 

Monday, 11th September 1911 failed to reach a satisfactory conclusion for the men. Claims for a 

maximum wage of £1 per week for labourers and the abolition of medical tests were rejected. 

(Engineering, 15 September 1911) 

No settlement of the dispute between the L&YR and its work people at Horwich works was arrived 

at as a result of the interview between the men’s committee and the managers on Monday last, 11th

September 1911. A number of grievances concerning workshop practise are said to have been 

practically settled but the company refused to admit for discussion two claims which were made 

after the men struck work, namely, a minimum wage of £1 per week for labourers, and the abolition 

of the present medical test. The men’s committee has been informed by the management that unless 

within 48 hours’ notice is given that work will be resumed the concessions made by the employers 

will be withdrawn, (Engineer, 15 September 1911, p.293) 

Locomotive coal price 8s per ton. (Engineer, 15 September 1911) 

The death was announced of Josiah Wharton, chief traffic manager of the L&YR, on Friday, 15th

September 1911, at Thornton-le-Fylde. Mr Wharton was in his 67th year. He was born in Yorkshire, 

began work as a clerk on the railway, and after acting as goods agent in several stations in Yorkshire, 

was appointed head of the goods department in Bradford. His next appointment was that of goods 

superintendent for the Yorkshire division and in 1882 he was transferred to Manchester as assistant 

goods manager. When B Shaw retired in 1901 Mr Wharton was made chief goods manager, and the 

following year he was elected chairman of the Goods Managers Conference. He took a considerable 

share in the negotiations connected with the transference of the Goole Steamship Company to the 

L&YR. Mr Wharton was, too, one of the party of officials the company sent to America in 1903 in 

order that they might study the railway organization of that country. In connection with the Board 

of Trade Conference of 1908-1909 he was a member of the ’B’ Committee. Last year he was 

appointed chief traffic manager in succession to C W Bayley. Mr Wharton’s sound judgement on 

railway matters was undoubted, he made himself acquainted with all the essential details of a vast 

business, and attained great popularity from one end of the L&YR to the other by his just decisions 

on matters of importance to the men and the work under his direction. (Manchester Guardian, 18 

September 1911) 

Report of a large meeting of railway clerks held at the Milton Hall, Deansgate, Manchester, on 

Monday, 17th September 1911 to protest against the conditions of clerical work on the L&YR. 

(Manchester Guardian, 19 September 1911) 

A Board of Trade representative has met both sides to see if the Board of Trade could intervene in 

the Horwich dispute. (Manchester Guardian, 21 September 1911) 

Non-Ferrous Metals in Railway Work, paper by George Hughes to the Institute of Metals. 

(Engineering, 22 September 1911; Railway News, 23 September 1911) 

The L&YR Horwich works are still closed and work has now been suspended for about two months 

causing much distress in the neighbourhood. Extra police have been drafted into the town to quell 

the disturbances and to prevent the interference of the strikers with those who have business at the 

works. (Engineer, 22 September 1911, p.317) 

Report of the death of J Wharton. (Railway News, 23 September 1911) 

The continuing Railway Inquiry heard, on Friday, 22nd September 1911, the evidence of the L&YR, 

given by H Marriott, the goods manager. (Manchester Guardian, 23 September 1911; Engineer, 29 

September 1911, p.338) 
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Notice  of the retirement of Alexander Ross who between 1884 and 1890 was assistant to William 

Hunt the L&YR chief engineer. (Engineer, 29 September 1911, p.343) 

Non-Ferrous Metals in Railway Work, paper by George Hughes to the Institute of Metals. 

(Engineering, 29 September 1911) 

Following the death of J Wharton the position of chief traffic manager on the L&YR has been 

abolished and the work separated between the passenger and goods departments respectively. H 

Marriott being appointed chief goods manager and A Watson becomes superintendent of the line. 

Another appointment is that of T Henshaw as district goods superintendent in Liverpool, in the 

place of P Wharton, who has been promoted to headquarters. (Manchester Guardian, 30 September 

1911) 

October 
Report of an accident at Oldfield Road, Salford, on 6th June 1911. (Railway Engineer, October 1911) 

Report on the advertising and enquiry kiosks on the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, October 1911) 

An early settlement to the Horwich strike is expected following a meeting between the two sides on 

Saturday, 30th September 1911. (Manchester Guardian, 2 October 1911) 

The eight week strike at Horwich has ended following the terms of settlement being put before the 

eleven unions at branch meetings yesterday, 2nd October 1911 and approved with slight 

modifications. Labourers will return to work this date and skilled men on Thursday, 5th October. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 October 1911) 

The Railway Inquiry came to an end yesterday, Tuesday, 3rd October 1911. The report is expected 

within three weeks. (Manchester Guardian, 4 October 1911) 

The dispute at the L&YR Horwich works has been settled during the last few days. The concessions 

which the management had granted some weeks ago and subsequently withdrawn were restored. 

With regard to the minimum wage of £1 it would be conceded if a legitimate claim were made on 

the resumption of work or would be submitted to arbitration. No promise was made with regard to 

the medical test. All men are to be re-instated but the question of union recognition will be 

governed by the finding of the Railway Commission. (Engineer, 6 October 1911, p.368) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a goods shed at Fishwick Street goods yard, Rochdale. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1911) 

The tender of Clegg Bros. £1,844, to be accepted, subject to references, for goods shed at Fishwick 

Street goods yard, Rochdale. (L&YR Minutes, 19 October 1911) 

All second class accommodation on the L&YR trains to be withdrawn as from 1st January 1912. 

(L&YR Minutes, 19 October 1911; Manchester Guardian, 20 October 1911) 

The L&YR are to withdraw 2nd class after 31st December 1911. (Railway News, 21 October 1911) 

The arbitration proceedings arising out of the dispute at the L&YR carriage works Newton Heath 

engine shed and Osborne Street stores have taken place at Victoria station during the past two days. 

Judge Austin, of the Bristol circuit, will probably give his award in a fortnight. The terms of reference 

showing the requirements of wages and hours was given. (Manchester Guardian, 21 October 1911) 

The Railway Commission report was issued on Friday night, 20th October 1911. (Long report and 

review of the evidence) (Manchester Guardian, 21 October 1911) 
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Railway Commission report, men’s dissatisfaction. (Long report) (Manchester Guardian, 23 October 

1911) 

Reports of Railway Commission. (Manchester Guardian, 24 October to 13 December 1911) 

November 
T Henshaw appointed L&YR Liverpool district goods superintendent. (Railway Engineer, November 

1911) 

Obituary of J Wharton. (Railway Magazine, November 1911) 

Meeting of creditors of Robert Neill & Sons, contractors, held in Manchester on Wednesday, 1st

November 1911. (Manchester Guardian, 2 November 1911) 

Strike averted at Horwich when the leaders of the previous strike were re-instated. Three members 

of the strike committee had been discharged by the L&YR, an action which was looked upon as 

victimisation. After a four hour meeting with the works manager, H E O’Brien, the men were re-

instated. (Manchester Guardian, 2 November 1911) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the roofing and construction of station buildings at Aintree. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 November 1911) 

Report of a proposed underground electric railway in Manchester which will connect the eight 

stations by means of escalators with the above ground railways. The system will be 4¼ miles long 

with a capital of £1,000,000, of which four fifths has been subscribed. There are to be two separate 

parallel tubes and trains will make the circuit of the city in about twenty minutes. (Engineer, 10 

November 1911, p.489) 

Arbitration has been conducted by Judge Austin, appointed by the Board of Trade, to inquire into 

questions disputed in the railway settlement of 19th August last between the L&YR and certain 

classes of its workmen not included within the conciliation scheme of 1907. These men are 

employed at the Dean Lane locomotive sheds, the Thorp Road carriage and wagon department and 

the Osborne Street stores department. The award, on the whole, is favourable to the workpeople, 

one of the awards being £1 per week to labourers who are 21 years of age. (Engineer, 10 November 

1911, p.501) 

The Electrification of Railways, paper by H E O’Brien, works manager at Horwich, L&YR, to the 

Manchester Association of Engineers. (Manchester Guardian, 13 November 1911; Engineer, 17 

November 1911, p.522/3) 

The tender of Clegg Bros. £3,360-18-2d, to be accepted for roofing of platform and construction of 

station buildings at Aintree. Owing to mistakes in Clegg Bros. tender for work at Rochdale, that of T 

E Sugden, £1,902-17-0d, accepted. (L&YR Minutes, 16 November 1911) 

The Dearne Valley Railway invite tenders for the widening of the railway between Shafton Junction

and Grimethorpe. (Manchester Guardian, 25 November 1911) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of a cotton shed at Knowsley Street, Bury. (Manchester 

Guardian, 28 November 1911) 

December 
J H Sedgwick, station master at Victoria station retired in October. (Railway Magazine, December 

1911) 
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New works are in contemplation at Goole on the NE Railway’s section. It is proposed to widen the 

line from near the junction of the Goole and Selby Railway to the viaduct over the Aire and Calder 

Canal and the Dutch River by constructing independent lines on each side, with sidings which will 

enable traffic from both directions to be re-marshalled. By mutual arrangement with the L&YR, the 

latter company will receive additional accommodation and better access to the new dock, the NER 

giving up a portion of its land on the south-eastern side of their line and receiving in exchange from 

the L&YR a portion of the Potters Grange estate. This will enable the NER to provide an exchange 

yard with the L&YR for the Goole docks traffic, and it will also provide for more effective carrying 

out of the arrangements with the L&YR Act of 1902 for the NER to make a line from the Potters 

Grange area under the embankment which carries the Goole and Doncaster main line to land and 

sidings already in its possession at Glen’s Hollow. (Engineer, 1 December 1911, p.563) 

The L&YR have decided to grant further wage increases to their staff, including goods shunters, 

foremen passenger shunters, and passenger shunters […]. They will receive an advance of 1s per 

week. Passenger excess men have an increase of 2s per week. (Railway News, 2 December 1911) 

Locomotive coal price 10s 6d per ton. (Engineer, 8 December 1911) 

The tender of J Byrom Ltd. £5,448-08-4d, to be accepted for cotton shed at Knowsley Street, Bury. 

(L&YR Minutes, 14 December 1911) 

Railway companies have arrived at a common decision to increase some classes of fares, though 

ordinary fares will stay to same. The L&YR rates for contract tickets will be increased as follows; 2½ 

per cent up to ten miles; 5 per cent from eleven to thirty miles; 10 per cent over thirty miles. All 

traders’ tickets are to be increased 10 per cent. (Engineering, 15 December 1911) 

The L&YR have issued a number of bills announcing the excursions from Manchester Victoria during 

Christmas and New Year holidays. (Railway News, 16 December 1911) 

Improvements in Manchester include land bought from the L&YR in order to make a new street 

between Lamb Lane and Hulme Hall Lane, Miles Platting, also for widening and rebuilding of the 

railway bridge over Lamb Lane. (Manchester Guardian, 29 December 1911) 

In the early part of the New Year water space in Goole Docks will be considerably increased by the 

opening of the new West Dock. It is about twice the size of the next largest dock in the port, and is 

400 yards long by 100 yards at its narrowest part; at the present time finishing touches are being put 

to a huge coal hoist, capable of lifting a compartment boat carrying 40 tons and discharging its 

contents into the hold of a steamer within five minutes. (Railway News, 30 December 1911) 
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1912 
January 

Electrification of Railways, paper by H E O’Brien. (Railway Magazine, January 1912) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1912) 

Details of the arbitration award on the labour question at the Horwich works of the L&YR. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 January 1912) 

During December 1911 the Aire and Calder Navigation opened its new dock at Goole. For many 

years the congestion at the port has been so great as to warrant the extension, but unfortunately, 

the only land available lay to the west side of Bridge Street, the main thoroughfare between Goole 

and Marshland. Bridge Street already crossed, by means of swing bridges, two waterways, the Dutch 

River and the Aire and Calder Canal, and naturally the Local Authority hesitated  to give its sanction 

to a third. This sanction was eventually obtained and the passage communicating with the new dock 

has been constructed at the south west corner of the Stanhope Dock. Goole has made rapid strides 

during the past decade, and it is still forging ahead, but owing to the river approach only a 

comparatively small class of tonnage can be dealt with. The new works which the Humber 

Conservancy are proposing in the neighbourhood of Trent Falls will, when carried out, doubtless 

greatly improve the worst section, and probably the Aire and Calder Navigation is only waiting till 

these are taken in hand to effect improvement in the depth of such portion of the approach as falls 

under its own jurisdiction. (Engineer, 5 January 1912, p.1) 

The award of Judge Austin in connection with the recent strike at the Horwich works of the L&YR 

has been issued this week. The dispute began in August 1911 and lasted nine weeks. The arbitrator 

has decided that the wages of all the workmen who are over 21 years and over, and whose present 

rating is under £1 per week, be increased to the day work rate of £1 per week. All wages from 20s 

to 24s per week are to be raised by 1s, but no order is to be made as to piece-work rates, which 

are fixed from time to time between the company and the men. Nor does anything in the award 

apply to or effect the wages and conditions of employment of the labourers of sixty years old and 

upwards for whom work is found by the company at small wages. (Engineer, 5 January 1912, p.25) 

Some locomotive coal contracts have been renewed at 10s per ton being an increase of 1s to 1s 3d 

per ton on previous contracts. (Engineer, 5 January 1912, p.25) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the grain and cotton warehouse, paper shed, and offices 

at Radcliffe; for alterations to buildings at the West Lancashire station, Southport. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 January 1912) 

The tender of L C & F Woods, £4,944, to be accepted for additional goods accommodation at the 

West Lancashire station, Southport; also that of E Taylor & Co. £3,142-05-5d, for extension of grain 

and cotton warehouse, paper shed, and offices at Radcliffe. (L&YR Minutes, 18 January 1912) 

The death occurred on Saturday, 20th January 1912 of J H Sedgwick, former station master at 

Victoria station for thirty two years. At the age of fifteen he became a porter at Millers Bridge, 

Bootle, and in the same year, 1866, he was transferred to Victoria station. He also served at Oldfield 

Road station, Salford, for a short time and afterwards became a guard on the Manchester to 

Blackpool service. Appointed relief stationmaster at Victoria until, in 1879, at the early age of twenty 

eight he became station master, a position he retained until his retirement in October 1911. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 January 1912) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 7th February 1912. (Manchester Guardian, 

27 January 1912) 
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February 
Wigan, LNWR. (Railway Magazine, February1912) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the widening of the bridge over Ferry Bridge Road at Pontefract; for the 

widening of a bridge over Hulme Hall Lane, Ardwick branch, Manchester; for the foundations for a 

65 feet diameter turntable, etc., at the engine shed, Wakefield. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 

1912) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 7th February 1912. (Railway News, 3 

February 1912) 

Messrs Ralli Brothers, Manchester, have decided to build a new warehouse in Stanley Street, Salford, 

adjacent to the L&YR goods station. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 1912) 

The Goole and West Riding Steam Ship Co. report for 1911 states that the company’s steamers 

would have accomplished more voyages had the new coaling hoist at Goole been working during the 

year. They hope the Aire and Calder Navigation and the L&YR will come to terms, so that the 

shipping of the port will not be further jeopardised. (Railway News, 3 February 1912)  

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th February 1912. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 February 1912) 

The new Chamber Hall power generating station at Bury was to have been opened on 10th January 

1912 but was postponed due to the death of the chairman of the committee. The first power station 

had been opened in1896. The L&YR runs close to the four acre site on a higher level so that coal 

can be delivered to the boiler house floor by gravity.(Engineer, 9 February 1912, p.152) 

Sir G J Armitage has said that since the recent Insurance Act has been passed by Parliament no 

doubt arrangements may be made to put the L&YR staff under an approved Society, there is little 

doubt that it will entail a cost on the Company of something like £30,000 a year. (Railway News, 10 

February 1912) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th February 1912. (Railway News, 10 

February 1912) 

The tender of R Leake & Sons, £1,254-14-1d, to be accepted for widening bridge over Ferry Bridge 

Road, Pontefract. Also that of Walmersley & Halliwell, ££,713-15-7d, for widening bridge over 

Hulme Hall Lane, Miles Platting. (L&YR Minutes, 15 February 1912) 

The use of batteries on alternating current systems. The Aintree sub-station used as an example. 

(Engineer, 16 February 1912, p.168) 

March 
Report of an accident at Walkden on 26th December 1911. (Railway Engineer, March 1912) 

The LNWR in Manchester. (Railway Magazine, March 1912) 

Although the coal strike has not yet made itself felt […] notices have been posted at the L&YR 

Horwich works that except for a few minor departments the works will be closed on Friday night, 

8th March 1912 till Tuesday morning. (Engineer, 8th March 1912, p.262) 

Due to the present unsettled state of industry twenty seven constables employed by the L&Y and 

LNW railways were sworn in as special constables at Preston Police Court on Monday 4th March 

1912. Several refused to take the oath on the grounds that the oath would make them ordinary 

special constables and did not mention railways. They objected  to act as policemen against their 
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fellow unionists and they only intended to guard railway property. The oath was amended with the 

addition “and attend the railway stations, works, and offices, within 300 yards thereof in the county of 

Lancashire”. (Engineering, 8th March 1912) 

The effects of the coal strike are becoming more serious with train services being reduced. 

Householders can get as much coal as they like, at a price. On Thursday, 14th March 1912 seventy 

wagons of coal arrived at Middleton station. (Middleton Guardian, 16 March 1912) 

At Horwich where work had only been resumed recently in the L&YR works most of the men are 

only working three days a week. (Engineer, 22 March 1912, p.311) 

F James, chief station master at Victoria station. (Railway News, 23-March-1912) 

The L&YR announce that train services will be entirely suspended on Sunday, 31st March 1912, 

except the Liverpool, Southport and Crossens and the Liverpool, Aintree and Town Green electric 

services, due to the coal strike. (Manchester Guardian, 28 March1912) 

We understand that the Holcombe Brook branch of the L&YR is to be electrified by Dick, Kerr & 

Co Ltd. This branch is only about three miles long, and the work, which is to be carried out for 

experimental purposes, will, we gather, not take very long to complete. Messrs Dick, Kerr & Co. 

propose to employ high-tension direct current at 3,500 volts, at which pressure it will be supplied to 

the motors. The current will be collected from an overhead conductor. The cars are of 150 horse 

power, and each motor car will contain four of them. (Engineer, 29 March1912, p.325) 

April 
A D Jones, L&YR outdoor locomotive assistant (Running Department) to the Chief Mechanical 

Engineer, since 1910, has been appointed SECR outdoor locomotive superintendent. (Railway 

Engineer, April 1912) 

The LNWR in Manchester. (Railway Magazine, April 1912) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a cotton warehouse at New Hey. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 April 1912) 

Messrs Dick, Kerr & Co. Ltd. Have arranged with the L&YR to electrify the Holcombe Brook 

branch, a short line, about three miles long, running from Bury to Holcombe Brook. The work is 

being done for experimental purposes, and will probably be completed in a few months. The system 

which they are about to use is their high-tension direct-current system, in which current will be 

transmitted to the motors at 3,500 volts from an overhead conductor. The car equipment will 

consist of four 150 horse power geared motors mounted on the trucks. The control will be series 

parallel multiple unit, enabling the cars to run singly or coupled up to form a train. The contractor of 

this control system will all be fitted with Messrs Dick, Kerr’s metallic shield magnetic blow-out, 

which permits the entire current of the equipment to be broken at a single contact. (Engineering, 5 

April 1912) 

A special meeting of the Goole Chamber of Commerce was held on 2nd April 1912 to consider the 

L&YR circular regarding the increase of coal tipping charges from 1d to 2d per ton. (Railway News, 

13 April 1912) 

Presentation to W J Melling, L&YR traffic agent, on his retirement after fifty years with the company. 

(Railway News, 13 April 1912) 

The tender of J Mann, £3,040-15-2d, to be accepted for cotton shed at New Hey. (L&YR Minutes, 18 

April 1912) 
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May 
Huddersfield station. (Railway Magazine, May 1912) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a goods shed at Goole Docks. (Manchester Guardian, 

4 May 1912) 

The Middleton Junction station master, Mr Melling, will leave on Friday, 10th May 1912, to take a 

similar post at Burnley Bank Top. (Middleton Guardian, 11 May 1912) 

L&YR Developments – Statistics and Electric Train Services. (Railway News, 11 May 1912) 

L&YR high tension direct current working – Holcombe Brook branch. (Railway News, 11 May 1912) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £10,409-12-2d, to be accepted for re-erection of West Shed, Goole Docks. 

Also that of T Riley, £3,552-05-5d, for extension of goods offices, etc, at Burnley Bank Top. (L&YR

Minutes, 16 May 1912) 

Trade Union “Programmes” No.11; applications by staff of the L&YR. (Railway News, 18 May 1912) 

The NER Goole and Selby Railway. (Railway News, 18 May 1912) 

C H Montgomery, of the L&YR, appointed works manager of the Central Argentine Railway. 

(Railway News, 18 May 1912) 

Within the next few days petitions of the railwaymen will be forwarded to the L&YR for improved 

conditions. The actual demands have not been officially announced. (Manchester Guardian, 22 May 

1912) 

The Skew Bridge signal cabin, near Blackburn, on the Clitheroe line, was destroyed by fire on 

Tuesday, 28th May 1912. (Manchester Guardian, 29 May 1912) 

June 
The excursion organised by the Middleton Co-operative Society to London was so successful that 

two special trains were run carrying 656 passengers. It was suggested that it was the first time a 

through train to London had been run, (Middleton Guardian, 8 June 1912) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of workshops, stores, etc. for the electrical department at 

Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 8 June 1912) 

The seventh annual athletic festival of the L&YR Head Offices was held at Blowick sports ground on 

Saturday, 15th June 1912, watched by some 5,000 employees and friends. (Manchester Guardian, 17 

June 1912) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £11,482-11-8d, to be accepted for workshops, stores, etc., for the 

electrical department at Southport. (L&YR Minutes, 20 June 1912) 

A giant poster has been erected close to Manchester Exchange station by the L&Y advertising LNW 

and L&Y services. The hoarding is hand painted and stands 67 feet high, 58 feet wide with the larger 

letters measuring five feet high. (Railway News, 22 June 1912) 

The various grades of workers on the L&YR yesterday, Friday, 21st June 1912 presented to the 

directors, in accordance with the scheme drawn up by the Railway Commission last August, their 

petitions for alterations in wages, hours, and conditions of service. (Report of details and procedure) 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 June 1912) 
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Long report of the accident on the L&YR at Charlestown curve on Friday, 21st June 1912. 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 June 1912), (Engineer, 28 June 1912; Board of Trade report. Manchester 

Guardian, 9 August 1912; Engineer and Engineering, 16 August 1912; Railway Engineer, September 

1912; Railway Engineer, November 1912) 

Robert Taylor, nineteen years station master at Talbot Road station, Blackpool, until his retirement, 

was presented with a silver salver and £170 yesterday, Monday, 24th June 1912. (Manchester 

Guardian, 25 June 1912) 

An agreement has been made between the various grades of workers and the L&YR which affords a 

promise of peaceful relations for the next three years. (Long report of the details) (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 June 1912) 

Long report of the accident on the L&YR at Charlestown curve on Friday, 21st June 1912. (Engineer, 

28 June 1912, p.672; 16 August 1912, p.173) 

The L&YR head office seventh annual athletic festival was held at Blowick on Saturday, 22nd June 

1912. (Railway News, 29 June 1912) 

The L&YR have amicably arranged terms with employees in the goods yards for a term of three 

years beginning Friday next, 5th July 1912. There is a general advance of wages from 1s to 1s 6d a 

week and a general reduction of hours from over 60 a week to 57½ and 54. The lower paid grades 

get the greatest advantage. It is expected that terms will shortly be arranged with the signalmen and 

platelayers. (Railway News, 29 June 1912) 

July 
To the Ribble Valley by the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, July 1912) 

A three years’ agreement has been entered into by the L&YR with the various grades of their work 

people. The agreement came into operation on the 28th ult. And is the outcome of the demands 

made by the men for improved conditions of labour. The grades include employees in the goods 

department, comprised in Group No.5 of the conciliation scheme, enginemen, guards, locomen, 

porters, carters, carriagemen, and wagonmen. The signalmen and platelayers have not at present had 

any terms arranged with them, but it is expected that they will soon be settled. Increases in the 

minimum wage are included in the advances, and in many cases in the maximum wage also. Some 

grades, including the lower paid grades, benefit more than others. There has been a reduction of 

hours. At all the important stations, and at some others, the hours of duty in the goods department 

will be 54 per week, exclusive of meals. At other stations 57 hours, exclusive of meals. An advance 

of 1s 6d per week has been granted at Manchester and Liverpool depots, and at other stations 1s 

per week. Overtime will be paid for at the rate of time and a quarter. The majority of the carters 

have had their hours reduced from 57½ to 54 per week, and an advance of 1s 4d per week has been 

granted cleaners in the locomotive department. (Engineering, 5 July 1912) 

The L&YR invite tenders for alterations to the grain warehouse at Knowsley Street, Bury; for the 

extension of platform 12/13 at Victoria station Manchester; for the extension of bridge, earthworks, 

etc. for additional carriage sidings at Colne; for widening bridge over railway and construction if 

additional opening under road at Rose Hill, Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 6 July 1912) 

Plans of possible underground railway in Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 9 July 1912) 

Concessions granted recently to all men included in the Conciliation Scheme from 28th June 1912 

until 1st January 1915, listing all grades affected. (Railway News, 13 July 1912) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £5,298-9-5d, to be accepted for widening bridge over railway and 

construction of additional opening under road at Rose Hill, Southport; also Clegg Bros. £2,481-6s-4d, 
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for extension of bridge, earthworks, etc. for additional carriage sidings, etc. at Colne; also Hughes & 

Stirling, £8,109, for erection of offices for the goods staff and shops at Bixteth Street, Liverpool.  

The engineer to see Tate & Gordon and T Wrigley to see whether they will carry out the extension of 

Nos. 12 and 13 platforms at Victoria station, at the price quoted by others, £3,374-8-1d. (L&YR

Minutes, 18 July 1912) 

The first sailing of the Isle of Man steamer “Ramsay” took place on Wednesday last week, 10th July 

1912. The ship was formerly the L&YR steamer Duke of Lancaster. (Railway News, 20 July 1912) 

J W Ribby, chief clerk at the L&YR North Docks, appointed agent at Wapping and Salthouse Docks, 

Liverpool. (Railway News, 20 July 1912) 

Coal exports from Goole for the month of June in:  

1910, 97,984 tons;  
1911, 64,862 tons;  
1912, 92,309 tons.  

For the six months January to June  

1910, 661,615 tons;  
1911, 645,424 tons;  
1912, 400,083 tons.  

(Railway News, 27 July 1912) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 7th August 1912. The engineer reported 

that additional siding accommodation at Bank Hall; the extension of the grain and cotton warehouse, 

etc. at Radcliffe, together with the shed for paper traffic, are all completed. (Manchester Guardian, 

23 July 1912) 

August 
Report of an accident near Bury on 8th March 1912. (Railway Engineer, August 1912) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 7th August 1912. The engineer reported 

that additional siding accommodation at Bank Hall; the extension of the grain and cotton warehouse, 

etc. at Radcliffe, together with the shed for paper traffic, are all completed. (Railway News, 3 August 

1912) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th August, 1912. (Manchester 

Guardian, 8 August 1912) 

Magistrates at Chorley, before deciding a case in which a Blackburn defendant was summoned for 

travelling on the L&YR without paying his fare, inquired of the company’s solicitor, whether it was 

intended to placard the defendant’s name and address at the stations of the company. The solicitor 

replied in the negative, adding that the company had given up the practise. Several benches of 

magistrates have condemned it as a double punishment, and in many cases where the company 

declined to give an undertaking not to pillory the defendants the magistrates have imposed a nominal 

fine. (Manchester Guardian, 9 August 1912) (In a report on 5th October 1912 it was stated that at 

Ormskirk the company had not discontinued the practise) 

Devices for reducing back pressure in locomotive engines, report by George Hughes. (Engineer, 9 

August 1912, p.157) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 7th August, 1912. (Railway News, 10 

August 1912) 
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Report on railwaymen’s wages, settlements and concessions agreed with the L&YR without having 

to report to the conciliation board. The increases in wages came into force on 26th June 1912, and 

will remain until 1st January 1915. (Manchester Guardian, 15 August 1912) 

Long report of the accident on the L&YR at Charlestown curve on Friday, 21st June 1912. (Engineer, 

16 August 1912, p.173) 

Report of the Charlestown accident. (Engineering, 16 August 1912) 

L&YR 2-4-2T superheated engine. (Railway News, 31 August 1912) 

September 
Comment on the Charlestown curve accident report. (Railway Engineer, September 1912) 

Hughes 2-4-2T Schmidt Superheated locomotive. (Railway Magazine, September 1912) 

Railway Service Conditions. No. V. L&YR. Settlements were achieved at the deputation stage of the 

negotiations. (Railway News, 7 September 1912) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of platforms and station buildings at Aughton Park 

halt; for the erection of buildings for an electricity sub-station and battery station at Ormskirk; for 

the fitting out of arches as stables at Oldham Road goods yard, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 

14 September 1912) 

The tender of J Robinson, £3,002-17-8d, to be accepted for buildings for electrical sub-station and 

battery station at Ormskirk. Also that of C P Senior & Co. £3,526-14-0d, for the extension of platform 

12 and 13 at Victoria station. (L&YR Minutes, 26 September 1912) 

Modern Locomotive Practise of the L&YR. (Railway News, 28 September 1912) 

October 
Leaves from the Log of a Locomotive Engineer, Miles Platting. Osram Lamps for Railways, 

photographs at Victoria and Liverpool. Blackpool Slip Carriage. (Railway Magazine, October 1912) 

Monograph of the career of C H Montgomery, formerly of the L&YR. (Railway News, 5 October 

1912) 

Alterations will begin to be made at Victoria station, Manchester, which, when completed, will 

extend the barrier system already applied to the local platforms in the newer part of the station, to 

all platforms. The barrier, which now extends from platform No.1 to No.10, will be continued 

across the subway leading to platforms No.12 to No.17 and platform No.11 will also be shut off by a 

barrier. Victoria station will then be a “closed” station, and every train leaving the platforms will be 

reached through a gate at which there will be a ticket collector. It is stated that the change will take 

effect with the new year. At the same time the area of the Blackpool platform is to be considerably 

extended, and it is hoped that this will be effected before the next season begins. But in order that 

the work may go on conveniently the cab approach from Great Ducie Street to platforms No.12 

and No.13 will be closed to vehicles until further notice. Access to the station for this traffic will be 

at the main entrance and the New Bridge Street entrance will also remain open. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 October 1912) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a halt at Woodlands Road, Manchester. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 October 1912) 

Hopes are entertained in Horwich that the works notices of the 1,500 engineers and men of kindred 

trades at the L&YR works need not be tendered today. The men’s committee yesterday, 
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Wednesday, 23rd October 1912 received a communication from the management which up to last 

night had not been disclosed, but coming as it did after a meeting of directors raised hopes of a 

settlement. The men’s claim is for an advance of 2/- weekly, or five per cent on piece work rates, 

such as has been granted elsewhere in Lancashire, and though they are reported to be in a 

conciliatory mood they are determined upon obtaining some concession. (Manchester Guardian, 24 

October 1912) 

The L&YR have in hand schemes for electrifying two selections of their lines. Since the electrification 

some years ago of the service between Liverpool and Southport, and of the extensions from it to 

Town Green and to Crossens, nothing whatever has been done until the present time in the way of 

further enlargements of the electric system. The steam train still holds the rails, and the only 

disposition to modify it in recent years has been shown in the adoption on several short routes of 

what are known as rail motor-car services. These cars are usually shaped like a single deck tramcar, 

but with cross seats, and are pulled or pushed by a short engine. They are of one class only, the 

third, and smoking is not allowed.  

Rail motor-car services are in operation between Blackpool and Fleetwood, Burnley and Colne, Bury 

and Holcombe Brook, Crossens and Tarleton, Southport and Altcar, Town Green and Ormskirk, 

and Ormskirk and St Helens, and it is the Holcombe Brook and Town Green sections which are to 

be electrified. The Bury and Holcombe Brook branch is about three and a half miles long and 

includes between the two places three station, Woolfold, Tottington, and Greenmount, and four 

halts, the last named generally corresponding to the compulsory halts of trams, except on special 

trains. A small platform, lighted at night by an oil lamp or two, marks the halts, and, of course, there 

are no buildings of any kind, not even a shelter in case of rain. Probably electric lights will replace the 

lamps. The Tottington end of Bury is the pleasantest and most rural part of the town, and being 

outside the borough boundaries the migration of families who desire to live beyond the smoke ring 

to its wooded heights and dells may have helped to keep Bury’s population stationary during the last 

twenty years. Holcombe Brook, a small and scattered village, marks the end of the railway line, 

which ascends all the way from Bury. Another line from Bury, the one running to Bacup – which is 

said to cross the river Irwell twenty five times between Manchester and Bacup – takes the valley 

roughly parallel to the Holcombe Brook section, and leaving a station at Summerseat finds another 

just below Holcombe village at Ramsbottom. Summerseat is a quarter hour away and Ramsbottom 

about ten minutes from Holcombe, so that the district is well supplied with railway facilities, 

especially for those who desire to reside outside Bury. With the new facilities afforded at Holcombe, 

however, the district promises to grow at a rapid rate. The electric system will be on the overhead 

principle like the tram, and the journey will take about a quarter hour. It is expected that the new 

system will be in operation sometime in January. 

The Ormskirk electric scheme does not tap such an interesting or so populous a country as the 

Holcombe one. An electric line from Exchange station, Liverpool, after running through the suburbs 

to Aintree branches out into a flat agricultural and market gardening district marked by stations at 

Maghull, Town Green and Aughton. There it stops, and a rail motor train continues the journey to 

Ormskirk, a couple of miles away. It has now been decided to extend th electric line to Ormskirk, 

thus placing the highest town for twenty miles around in closer connection with Liverpool. 

We are officially informed that there is not the slightest truth in the statements published on several 

occasions that it is the intention of the L&YR either to electrify the line between Ormskirk and 

Southport or the line between Manchester and Bury. (Manchester Guardian, 25 October 1912) 

The management of the L&YR at Horwich yesterday, Thursday, 24th October 1912 offered the 

engineers and kindred trades an advance of 1/- a week or 2½ per cent on piece work rates, the 

settlement to be for three years. Whilst there is a disposition to accept the increase offered, the 

three years agreement is not favoured by the men. Their committee, however, did not tender the 
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strike notices that were already signed, and the offer will be submitted to the men possibly this 

evening. (Manchester Guardian, 25 October 1912) 

Crigglestone Collieries were abandoned in 1905 because they failed to pay, and in the following year 

they were acquired and re-opened by the Otto Coke Oven Co. under the name of Crigglestone 

Collieries Ltd, to prove and demonstrate the value of by-product coke. (Engineer, 25 October 1912, 

p.443) 

L&YR parcels motor vans. The two motors are 18 horse power and will carry a load of 25cwt. 

Photograph. (Railway News, 26 October 1912) 

The engineers employed at the L&YR works at Horwich voted last night, Monday, 28th October 

1912, against accepting the terms offered by the management. Opinion has been strongly against the 

three year agreement. Some 2,500 employees are directly concerned, and should a strike ensue the 

works, which give employment to over 4,000 will be brought to a standstill. (Manchester Guardian, 

29 October 1912) 

November 
Following a ballot of engineers at Horwich resulting in less than a unanimous decision against the 

acceptance of the L&YR management’s offer application is to be made for another conference with 

the management to press for the withdrawal of the three years agreement clause. Although there is 

no desire to strike it is the view of particularly the younger men that they should not bind 

themselves not to seek another increase for three years. (Manchester Guardian, 30 October 1912; 

Engineer, 1 November 1912, p.477) 

In spite of the prolonged strike at the L&YR works at Horwich a few months ago there seems to be 

a possibility of further trouble owing to the demands of the workers for an increase in their wages 

of 2/- per week and 5 per cent on piece work rates. The company has offered to meet the men to 

the extent of 1/- per week and 2½ per cent on piece work. A ballot of the men has been taken and 

a majority is against the acceptance of this offer with a three years’ agreement. The men are seeking 

to obtain another conference with the management with a view to getting the three years’ 

agreement withdrawn. (Engineer, 1 November 1912, p.477) 

Report of the accident at Charlestown Curve on 21st June 1912. (Railway Engineer, November 1912) 

The dispute at the L&YR works at Horwich was settled last night, Thursday, 31st October 1912. The 

men have obtained an immediate advance of 2/- a week and 2½ per cent on piece work rates and th 

employers secured immunity from further disputes on the question until May 1914. (Manchester 

Guardian, 1 November 1912) 

1912. In spite of the prolonged strike at the L&YR works at Horwich a few months ago there seems 

to be a possibility of further trouble owing to the demands of the workers for an increase in their 

wages of 2/- per week and 5 per cent on piece work rates. The company has offered to meet the 

men to the extent of 1/- per week and 2½ per cent on piece work. A ballot of the men has been 

taken and a majority is against the acceptance of this offer with a three years’ agreement. The men 

are seeking to obtain another conference with the management with a view to getting the three 

years’ agreement withdrawn. (Engineer, 1 November 1912) 

Messrs Davy Bros. Ltd, of Sheffield, is making presses for the L&YR. (Engineer, 1 November 1912, 

p.477) 

A Sheffield area steel mill has a big order for steel rails for the L&YR. (Engineer, 22 November 1912, 

p.557) 
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December 
Motor vans for parcel work in Manchester. (Railway Magazine, December 1912) 

The Goods and Mineral Rolling Stock of the L&YR. Specifications and photographs. (Railway News, 

14 December 1912) 
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1913 
January 

L&YR technical school annual report; Passenger Luggage Insurance. (Railway Magazine January 1913) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 2 January 1913) 

The new dock at the south-west corner of the Stanhope Dock at Goole has been opened for traffic 

during 1912. (Engineer, 3 January 1913, p.4) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of goods offices at Oldham Road goods yard, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 4 January 1913) 

Every Christmas time the contractors travelling by the L&YR between Southport and Manchester 

subscribe to a Christmas box fund for the drivers, firemen, and guards of their trains. This year, in 

connection with its annual distribution, a supper was given the men at Southport. H. Armstrong, 

chairman of the fund, addressing the company, pointed out that the fund was started eighteen years 

ago by Doctor Pierce, and the first collection amounted to a little over £20. In the eighteen years 

they had collected £709-19-6d. During the first year the amount collected from the contractors was 

limited to 2/- but, following representations by a number of guards, this was increased to 2/6d. This 

year the amount collected, £65-15-0d, had been divided among the largest number of recipients, 

namely 57 different employees of the company, as against six drivers and six firemen in the year 

1898. (Manchester Guardian, 6 January 1913) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a new goods shed at Goole Docks; for the re-erection 

of a shed at Beverley Sidings, Goole; for the removal of excavations for marshalling sidings, 

construction of bridge, diversion of road, etc. at Healey Mills, Horbury. (Manchester Guardian, 8 

January 1913) 

Report of the retirement of James Tatlow, accountant to the L&YR chief mechanical engineer since 

1887. He was appointed accountant for the locomotive, carriage and wagon department at the 

Inchicore works in Dublin of the Great Southern and Western Railway before going to Horwich. 

(Railway News, 11 January 1913) 

The Manchester branch of the Railway Clerks Association is pressing for a definite published scale of 

salaries for clerks on the L&YR. The Railway Commission recommends that each man in permanent 

employment of a railway company should be given access to a statement of the exact conditions of 

his service. On numerous occasions the L&YR have been approached without result. (Short report) 

(Manchester Guardian, 22 January 1913) 

The tender of E Wood & Co. £15,305-13-4d, to be accepted for new goods shed at Goole; also Abbott 

& Bannister Ltd. £4,963-3s-10d, for re-erection of Old West Shed at Beverley Sidings, Goole, subject 

to references; also C Busby & Sons, £30,001-8s-8d, for excavation for marshalling sidings, 

construction of bridge, diversion of road, etc. at Healey Mills, Horbury. If the engineer is dissatisfied 

as to their ability, he should offer the contract to T Wrigley at the same price. (L&YR Minutes, 23 

January 1913) 

The cheap fares introduced on the Manchester – Bury line have been very successful.  

To Manchester on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday after 12.30pm from: 
Bury 1/- third class return;  
Radcliffe, 8d;  
Whitefield, 6d;  
Prestwich and Heaton Park, 4d. 
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To Bury on Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday from  
Crumpsall, 9d;  
Heaton Park, 8d,  
Prestwich,4d;  
Radcliffe, 3d.  

(Middleton Guardian, 25 January 1913) 

A massed meeting of L&YR clerks was held on Saturday, 25th January 1913. (Long report) 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 January 1913) 

Description and photographs of the L&YR School of Signalling at Victoria station, Manchester. 

(Manchester Guardian, 28 January 1913) 

The L&YR, who have been experimenting since the beginning of last year at Wakefield and Wigan 

with a system of train control, have now opened a train control office at Aintree for the Liverpool 

district. It is understood that the LNW have also opened, at Wigan and Bescot, control offices 

under a similar system to that inaugurated by the L&YR. The MR were the pioneers in this matter of 

train control, but the system in use on the L&YR is an entirely different one to that. 

The train control scheme is a scientific way of dealing expeditiously and economically with all goods 

and mineral traffic is a district. It is worked from a centre by means principally of a unique graphic 

train control board, aided by a system of telephones. The office at Aintree, for instance, controls the 

Liverpool district. The board itself is an elaborate structure which shows all the railway lines, sidings, 

connections, signal boxes, stations, and goods yards, drawn on a large scale. The various trains are 

exhibited by pegs in holes, and cards are hung on the pegs to show the different kinds of trains. An 

operator with two or three assistants sits in front of the board, and knows exactly at any time the 

position of every train in his section and what the trains are conveying. Each operator is on duty for 

eight hours only. Telephone communication is established between all points in the area and the 

control office, and the outside staff, signalmen, station master, and the like, advise the train 

controller of every movement, whilst he in turn gives information and instruction to the outside. In 

the Liverpool  district it is estimated there are 180 telephones in constant communication with the 

control office, and communication is effected from the outside by means of a ringing key which 

operates an indicator in the control offices, but no bells are used. From this control office the traffic 

can be worked to the best advantage because the operator knows the condition of the whole of the 

area and the relative importance of each train, whereas the staff at each of the sections knows only 

the conditions at that particular section. In case of an accident, too, the train controller can direct 

trains quickly to other routes, as he knows exactly the conditions on these routes. The advantages 

of the system have become so apparent in the comparatively short time and area of its working that 

the company are considering the advisability of extending it to the whole of the L&YR. (Manchester 

Guardian, 29 January 1913) 

Report of the financial state of the L&YR Insurance Society. (Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1913) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 5th February 1913. It is proposed to hold, 

in future, only one meeting per year instead of two as in the past and that to be in February. The 

engineer reported that the station buildings, road bridge, etc., at Formby; the carriage repair shops 

at Meols Cop; the cotton warehouse at Knowsley Street, Bury; the extension of the passenger and 

goods accommodation at Southport; and the extension of the grain and cotton warehouse at 

Radcliffe are all completed. (Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1913) 

February 
L&YR school of signalling, and train control at Aintree. (Railway News, 1 February 1913) 

The directors report for the L&YR meeting to be held on 5th February 1913. The engineer reported 

that the station buildings, road bridge, etc., at Formby; the carriage repair shops at Meols Cop; the 
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cotton warehouse at Knowsley Street, Bury; the extension of the passenger and goods 

accommodation at Southport; and the extension of the grain and cotton warehouse at Radcliffe are 

all completed. (1 February 1913) 

Electric permanent way on the L&YR. (Railway News, 1 February 1913) 

Manchester Corporation have instructed the Town Clerk to prepare and deposit a petition against 

the bill which the L&YR have given notice to promote in the next session of Parliament. The 

company desire power in connection with the proposed alteration and extension of Victoria station 

to re-arrange and widen the railways approaching that station on the east on both sides from a point 

about 22 yards south-west of the bridge carrying Cheetham Hill Road over the railways of the 

company to a point about 33 yards north-east of the bridge carrying the lines over Faber Street. The 

net area of public streets proposed to be absorbed is 5,121 square yards, and the net are of new 

substituted street is 2,367 square yards. The company wish to build a new street, 14 yards wide, 

commencing in Cheetham Hill Road at a point about 45 yards south-east of the junction of that road 

with Adeline Street and terminating at Red Bank at a point opposite the centre of Cliff Street, and to 

alter and divert Adeline Street. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 1913) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th February 1913. (Manchester 

Guardian, 6 February 1913) 

The half yearly meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 5th February 1913. (Railway News, 8 

February 1913) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of an excursion platform, platform buildings, extension 

of footbridge, etc., at Southport. (Manchester Guardian, 8 February 1913) 

Despite the miners’ strike Goole shipping and trade generally has had an exceptionally good year 

(1912) […]. A new coal hoist has been put into commission, while the long standing dispute 

between the Aire and Calder Navigation and the L&YR was settled in May, and resulted in five hoists 

being worked regularly. In consequence of the increased facilities, steamers capable of carrying 800 

to 1,500 tons of coal have come in on one tide and sailed the next with a full cargo. Another 

pleasing feature was the opening by the Aire and Calder Navigation of the new west dock, which is 

seven acres in extent, and is by far the largest coal dock in the port. On the quays of this dock one 

coal hoist has already been built, while two steam cranes and an electric lighting plant have been 

installed. New and up-to-date warehouse accommodation is also in process of erection. (Railway 

News, 8 February 1913) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £4,966-06-8d, to be accepted for new excursion platforms, extension of 

footbridge, etc. at Southport. E Wood’s tender for work at Goole docks contains mistakes and has 

been accepted at £15,279-13-0d. The engineer does not consider Abbott & Bannister a suitable firm 

for the work at Beverley Sidings, Goole, and the tender of R Leake & Sons, now reduced to £4,940-

17-10d, has been accepted. The engineer does not consider C Busby & Sons a suitable firm for the 

Healey Mills work and has accepted T Wrigley’s amended tender of £30,133-15-8d. (L&YR Minutes, 

20 February 1913) 

The dock workers’ strike at Goole, which up to Wednesday, was confined to the L&YR Company’s 

vessels, is extending. The strikers, after deciding to call upon coal trimmers and tippers to refuse to 

load L&YR boats with coal, forwarded letters to all local ship-owners, giving them notice that joint 

action on the part of all members of the Dockers’ Union is to be taken if the railway company 

persist in their present attitude. (Railway News, 22 February 1913) 

The platforms at Victoria station, Manchester, are to be closed to all except ticket bearers on 3rd

March 1913. Alterations to the platform approaches have been in progress some time, and 
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yesterday, Friday, 21st February hundreds of passengers were interested in watching workmen busy 

in erecting scarlet coloured boxes in eight or nine prominent places. These boxes are for the 

automatic distribution of platform tickets. People who wish to see friends off or to welcome them 

will have to obtain tickets by inserting pennies in the slots of the machines, and everyone who leaves 

a platform will have to produce either a travelling or platform ticket. This is an innovation for the 

L&YR, but the experiment has been tried at Swindon and the GWR have been well satisfied with the 

financial result. It may be added that the system is being tried on the LNW at Wolverhampton 

station. (Manchester Guardian, 22 February 1913) 

In connection with the railway service between Victoria station and Prestwich and Bury, a “halt” will 

be opened at Woodlands Road, Cheetham, on Monday, 3rd March 1913, for the convenience of the 

residents in the Cheetham district. The halt is a common feature on several of the smaller L&YR 

branch lines, but this is the first one of the kind to be introduced in the Manchester district, and 

also, with the exception of Orrell, near Liverpool, the first one on an important line. Indeed it may 

be difficult to distinguish the Woodlands Road halt from an ordinary small station, for it will possess 

platforms, a booking office, and a staff of its own, and will have quite as good a service of trains as 

Crumpsall, Heaton Park, and Prestwich. (Manchester Guardian, 26 February 1913) 

The old order of platform usage at the Victoria station of the L&YR will end at midnight on Sunday 

and a new order will begin. Barriers have been erected at the entrance to the platforms, and on and 

after Monday, 3rd March 1913 the station will be “enclosed”. That is to say, no person will be 

permitted to enter the platforms without a passenger ticket or pass, and anyone wanting to see his 

friend off by train must provide himself with a privilege ticket, which will be obtained by placing a 

penny in the slot of an automatic machine which stands conveniently near the forbidding barriers. It 

is officially stated that the purpose of this change is not to make money, On the contrary, it means, 

for the present at any rate, a considerable loss to the company, but they believe that its effect will be 

to facilitate the arrival and departure of trains, free the platforms from loiterers, and add to the 

comfort and convenience of travellers. The company have had the change under consideration for a 

long time, and having determined it was the right thing to do they have done it thoroughly. The 

change will not mean less employment but more. The collectors and inspectors who will be 

dispensed with at the ticket examining stations near Manchester will be transferred to Victoria 

station, and their number will be augmented. Under the new plan, the trains will pass on without 

hindrance to Victoria station, and tickets will be collected as the passengers pass out of the station. 

Importance is attached to the advantage which people will gain by the reservation of the platform for 

bona-fide passengers. In the past  the crowded platforms have been, it is said, “happy hunting 

grounds” for light fingered persons and luggage thieves. Under the new conditions passengers 

entering the station from Todd Street, Corporation Street, and Hunts Bank will be able to book for 

all parts of the Company’s system at the ticket office opposite the Ashton, Oldham, and Prestwich 

platforms, Nos.1 to 10. Passenger entering from Great Ducie Street, Strangeways, will book, as 

heretofore, at the offices on No.12 and No.13 platform. The MR company’s booking office on 

platform No.13 will be closed. (Manchester Guardian, 27 February 1913; Railway News, August 

March-1913) 

The L&YR have had two of their Goole steamers fitted with tail shaft lubricating appliances by 

Messrs B R Vickers, of Leeds, and have now ordered the same appliances for two new boats now 

being built. (Engineering, 28 February 1913) 

March 
A Remarkable Locomotive Family. L&YR 2-4-2 tank engines. L&YR Continental Services. (Railway 

Magazine, March 1913) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the goods yard and station platforms at Askern.

(Manchester Guardian, 1 March 1913) 



1910 - 1922 

984 

The L&YR announce that Woodlands Road halt will open on Monday, 3rd March 1913. The cost of 

the station is believed to be £900. (Middleton Guardian, 1 March 1913) 

Report of the first day that Victoria station was “closed”. (Manchester Guardian, 4 l March 1913) 

The strike of L&YR Goole labourers has not yet been settled. The company will not recognise the 

union officials, and asks that the men shall work on Saturday afternoons on the terms of the 1911 

agreement. On their part, the men ask for an increase of overtime pay. (Engineering, 7 March 1913) 

The L&YR are constructing a new west goods shed at Goole; a new cotton shed at New Hey is 

nearly finished; other works in hand are a goods station at Southport and a grain and cotton 

warehouse at Radcliffe. (Engineering, 7 March 1913) 

There was an increase of the net receipts on the L&Y of £191,799, and an increase of £188,895 in 

expenditure. Maintenance of way rose by £7,490, locomotive power by £65,409, and traffic expenses 

£77,613. The passenger mileage increased by only 1,815 miles, but the receipts per passenger train 

mile rose from 50.73d to 54.65d. The goods train mileage had an increase of 157,417, but the 

receipts per mile fell from 168.31d to 165.89d. The company established a record in the number pf 

passengers and in tonnage. Coal has cost £29,000 more, and the average price of all stores has 

increased by 10 per cent. Telephones now cost £5,000. When the National Telephone Company 

was in existence the railway company had a free telephone service in return for gratuitous 

easements. Now the Post Office gets its easements free, but charges for the telephones. (Engineer, 7 

March 1913, p.260) 

Electric rolling stock of the L&YR. (Railway News, 8 March 1913) 

Ticket barriers installed by the L&YR at Victoria station. (Railway News, 8 March 1913) 

The cities which have thought most about their improvements have usually turned their attention to 

the railway stations and their approaches. In England this has been too little recognised, and among 

our railway station there are extremely few where any attempt has been made to achieve any dignity 

of lay-out or approach such as one finds in the case of many American or Continental railway 

stations. Few stations in this country have less dignified surroundings or approaches than the 

Exchange station in Manchester, and although it is no new idea to urge its improvement, the 

accompanying sketch may arouse interest and show, at any rate, one solution of the problem. The 

Town Planning Committee of the Manchester Society of Architects make this suggestion for dealing 

with the approach to Exchange station, and they have prepared a plan and perspective sketch 

showing the river covered in as in the sketch and the space so reclaimed occupied by gardens and 

buildings. The view is supposed to be taken from the top of a building facing the station. The inclined 

approach and all existing streets and bridges are practically unaltered. There would, as will be seen, 

be room in this scheme for large blocks of buildings, which would yield a very considerable income 

and form a screen to the less sightly parts of the railway property, while the unsightly river would be 

replaced by a pleasant formal garden on each side of the approach. (Manchester Guardian, 14-

March-1913) 

Mather and Platts have established a works near Park station with a siding from the L&YR. (Railway 

News, 22-March-1913) 

W Slater appointed deputy assistant goods manager of the L&YR in succession to P Wharton. 

(Railway News, 29-March-1913) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of a wagon repair shop at Newton 

Heath. (Manchester Guardian, 29-March-1913) 
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April 
Improvements at Manchester Victoria station. (Railway Magazine, April 1913) 

Yesterday, Tuesday, 1st April 1913 the L&YR opened their new electric train service to Ormskirk 

and thus completed the through electrified system from Liverpool. Only a limited number of trains 

are being run as yet, but when the new battery station at Ormskirk is erected a full service of 

express and stopping trains will be introduced. (Manchester Guardian, 2 April 1913) 

The L&YR have withdrawn the proposed railway between Kew Gardens and Ainsdale from the bill 

deposited in the present Parliamentary session because the requirements of Southport Corporation 

and several landowners would have made the cost of constructing the railway prohibitive. 

(Manchester Guardian, 7 April 1913) 

The officials of the L&YR state that they are thoroughly satisfied with the result of closing the 

platforms at Victoria station, Manchester, to all but passengers and those who pay a penny for an 

hour’s admission. Among the advantages claimed for the experiment, which has now been in 

operation for some weeks, are an improvement in the methods of dealing quickly with traffic, a 

general saving in time, and the removal of undesirables from the platforms. There ought to be fewer 

thefts of luggage. Many letters praising the new system have been received from season ticket 

holders. As tickets are not now examined or collected at Salford, nor at Middleton Junction on 

certain trains, less time from unavoidable causes is lost on the journeys, and many trains have been 

accelerated, although the results will not be shown officially until the issue of the Summer or July 

timetables. Indeed, the experiment has proved so successful that it has been extended to Preston, 

where a penny charge for admission to the closed platforms is now being made, and it is understood 

that Exchange station, Liverpool, and other big stations will shortly come under similar schemes. 

(Manchester Guardian, 11 April 1913) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £53,317 July 4d, to be accepted for wagon repair shop at Newton 

Heath. (L&YR Minutes, 17 April 1913) 

On Monday next, 28th April 1913 strike notices are likely to be tendered on behalf of 1,400 

engineering labourers at the L&YR Horwich works if an increase of 2s a week is not granted. An 

advance of 1s has been offered by the management, which would bring the weekly wages up to 21s. 

A deputation representing the various unions concerned met the management on Tuesday last, 22nd

April but without any satisfactory result, and it was therefore decided that the men should hand in 

their notices. (Engineering; Engineer, 25 April 1913, p.453) 

May 
Modern Racecourse Specials; The CLC. (Railway Magazine, May 1913) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a branch railway and mineral yard at Chadderton. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 May 1913) 

Report of suspected attempts of train wrecking on the viaduct at Whalley. (Manchester Guardian, 17 

May 1913) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £34,115-16-7d, to be accepted for a branch railway and mineral yard at 

Chadderton. (L&YR Minutes, 22 May 1913) 

At a Board of Trade inquiry at Castleford, on May 22nd regarding the accident to the L&YR express 

from York to Manchester, on May 16th when the last coach was derailed near Fryston, Harry 

Hardcastle said that he and his deceased brother, Ernest, were assisting making stop blocks on 

colliery sidings. The last coach of the express broke loose and crashed into a coal train, killing 

Ernest. There was a subsidence owing to colliery workings. The line had bulged out, and for 150 
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yards the expansion space was filled owing to the sudden change of temperature. Two witnesses 

disclaimed knowledge of a rule providing that each April and October the expansion spaces and 

fishplates must be specially inspected and reported upon.  (Engineer, 30 May 1913, p.579) 

The Light Railway Commissioners have inquired into the proposed railway from Gisburn to 

Barnoldswick, supported by the L&YR but opposed by the MR. (Engineer, 30 May 1913, p.579) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of luggage hoists at Mumps station; for the erection of 

stables at Milnrow Road, Rochdale; for the construction of retaining walls, platform, station 

buildings, roof, etc. at Preston East Lancs. (Manchester Guardian, 31 May 1913) 

June 
L&YR superheated 0-8-0. (Railway News, 28 June 1913) 

July 
L&YR Summer Services. (Railway Magazine, July 1913) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of the mineral yard, Nelson; for roofing over the potato 

yard, Oldham Road goods yard, Manchester; for the erection of buildings, fences, wall, etc. in 

connection with the new coal yard at Hollinwood. (Manchester Guardian, 4 July 1913) 

Local branches of the National Union of Railwaymen meeting at Ormskirk on Thursday, 3rd July 1913 

gave the L&YR forty eight hours’ notice of their refusal to handle farm produce in the farm labourers 

strike in the south west Lancashire district. (Manchester Guardian, 5 July 1913) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £19,071-4s-11d, to be accepted for the extension of the mineral yard, 

Nelson; also that of T Wrigley, £6,274-10-6d, for construction and erection of roof over potato yard, 

Oldham Road goods station, Manchester; also that of Hughes & Stirling, £17,183-5s-2d, for work on 

the eastern side of Preston station. (L&YR Minutes, 17 July 1913) 

A L&YR goods train ran away on the incline from Baxenden to Accrington yesterday, 17th July 1913. 

The train had stopped at the summit at Baxenden to pin down brakes when the weight set the train 

moving. By the time it was approaching Accrington it was travelling at a high speed. The signalman 

diverted the train into the sand drag outside the station but it passed through; and though an 

attempt was made to divert the train onto the Blackburn line it failed to take the points and crashed 

into an engine. Debris was piled up to thirty feet high on the platform. (Manchester Guardian, 18 July 

1913) 

Report of the Royal Tour of Lancashire. (Railway News, 19 July 1913) 

August 
Horwich Locomotive Works. (Railway Magazine, August 1913) 

To understand how the collision that occurred on May 1st at Sandhills, on the L&YR, happened, 

some knowledge of junction working is necessary. Perhaps the facts may be understood when we 

say that trains are not allowed simultaneously to approach on lines that converge. But if in one of 

the converging lines there be a facing point that can be “set” so that should the train on that line 

over run its signal, it will be turned through the facing points and not foul the converging point, then 

the trains may be allowed so to approach. 

This is what happened on the day in question, when an electrically worked train on the Down North 

line and an express on the Down South line were “accepted” together. The signals were against the 

former train, and the facing points were “set” away from the junction. But in so “setting” the facing 

points the line from Bank Hall was fouled, and just about this time a train was approaching from 

Bank Hall. In order not to delay this train – which could not be allowed to approach while the facing 
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points in the Down North line were reversed – the signalman waited until the train on the Down 

North line was, as he thought, at a stand, and then put the facing points normal and let the Bank Hall 

train go. The facing points now allowed for the junction to be fouled, and, unfortunately, the electric 

train had not come to a stand, but was still moving, and it came ahead of the junction and in the way 

of the express, so that a collision occurred. 

The signalman was to blame, but the real ground for the accident lay in the fact that the brake on 

the electric train was out of order. The pump on one motor, failed because of a hot bearing in the 

pump motor and the electrically actuated valve on another car was not working freely, owing to the 

plunger sticking, and so the connection between the brake pipe throughout the train and the pumps 

was not fully open. The motorman knew that his brake was not efficient, and he did what was 

required under the circumstances, but the stop at the station before Sandhills was so brief that there 

was not sufficient time to create a normal vacuum of from 20in to 22in; this would, under the 

conditions that prevailed, have required six or seven minutes, and he left the station with 16in of 

vacuum. Unfortunately, the man did not approach the junction at Sandhills with the care he should 

have done. The distant was against him, and he found the home signal when he first sighted it also 

adverse – not so far away as is desirable – but he failed to pull up in time. (Engineer, 1 August 1913, 

p.128) 

In March 1907 there was a fatal derailment at Felling, on the NE Railway, which was caused by a 

distortion of the road due to excessive heat of the sun. As a result of this the company engineers 

issued instructions to ensure sufficient expansion allowance. These instructions do not appear to 

have been universally carried out, as a derailment occurred under similar circumstances near 

Castleford, NE Railway, on May 16th the rear vehicle of a L&Y express of nine coaches leaving the 

road on this occasion.  Co. von Donop held the inquiry, and this is his conclusion. He recommends 

that further steps be taken to ensure that the orders issued in April 1907 be strictly complied with. 

(Engineer, 1 August 1913, p.128)

The Interlocking of Railway Points and Signals – a review of the history. (Engineer, 15 August 1913, 

p.168) 

September 
Report of an accident at Sandhills on 1st May 1913. (Railway Engineer, September 1913) 

The L&YR and the Ghent International Exhibition. (Railway Magazine, September 1913) 

Railway facilities between Blackpool and the Yorkshire districts are to be greatly improved by the 

L&YR by the construction of an additional line through the East Lancashire side of Preston station. 

This new line, which will run outside the existing station, will enable the heavy Blackpool traffic to be 

handled with considerably increased rapidity. (Manchester Guardian, 8 September 1913) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of Wapping goods yard, Liverpool; for the extension of 

Oldham Road goods station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 9 September 1913) 

The goods yard railwaymen’s strike in Liverpool has spread to the L&YR yards at Seaforth, Great 

Howard Street, Bankfield, and North Docks and the receiving yard at Victoria Street  has had to 

close. (Manchester Guardian, 17 September 1913) 

Following the refusal of more than 1,000 L&Y men to handle Irish traffic at Liverpool their action 

was followed by some LNWR men because they say that certain goods had come through the 

North Western system. (Engineering, 19 September 1913) 

The goods yard railwaymen’s strike in Liverpool collapsed over the weekend and work will restart 

this date. (Manchester Guardian, 22 September 1913) 
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The tender of E Taylor & Co. £58,232-15-6d, to be accepted for the extension of Oldham Road goods 

station, Manchester. The engineer to see whether T Wrigley will carry out the extension of Wapping 

goods yard, Liverpool, at the price quoted by L Marr & Son. (L&YR Minutes, 25 September 1913) 

October 
Report of an accident at Castleford, NE Railway, on 16th May 1013 when a vehicle on the 12.13pm 

express from York to Manchester was derailed. The train consisted of a 4-4-0 locomotive, three 

four wheel, one six wheel and five eight wheel vehicles. The last, an eight wheel vehicle, was 

derailed. (Railway Engineer, October 1913) 

Herring Pickling at Fleetwood; The Lancaster and Carlisle Railway. (Railway Magazine, October 

1913) 

Description and illustrations of the Train Control System on the L&YR. (Engineer, 10 October 1913, 

p.384) 

The Board of Trade report on the run away goods train accident at Accrington on 17th July 1913 

blames the driver who passed the stop board before attempting to pin down the brakes and then 

left the engine to do so. He was then unable to regain his position on the engine but climbed onto 

one of the wagons, by the time he had reached the sixth vehicle he was thrown off by the collision 

with the 6.10pm Chorley to Moston goods train which was standing at the up fork intermediate 

home signal. (As a result of the train control system no trains were delayed more than twenty five 

minutes.) (Manchester Guardian, 13 October 1913; Engineer, 17 October 1913, p.413, Engineering, 

17 October 1913) 

The L&YR have just issued their syllabus of lantern lectures for use during the coming season. The 

series comprise ten lectures, which deal with popular holiday and pleasure resorts in L&Y, Wales, 

Ireland, the Isle of Man, Belgium, etc. (Manchester Guardian, 24 October 1913) 

The action of the L&YR officials in, as alleged, dismissing a porter at Berry Brow station because he 

refused to accept promotion is causing perturbation locally. (Manchester Guardian, 24 October 

1913) 

November 
The Lancaster and Carlisle Railway. (Railway Magazine, November 1913) 

The L&YR and LNW invite tenders for the construction and erection of a goods shed at Feniscowles.

(Manchester Guardian, 5 November 1913) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £2,711-18-2d, to be accepted for the goods shed at Feniscowles. (L&YR

Minutes, 19 November 1913) 

The application which has been made for advances in permanent way wages in several districts on 

the L&YR will probably be considered today at a meeting of the directors of the company. In Miles 

Platting, the principal permanent way depot of the Manchester district, the men concerned had gone 

so far in pressing their case for an advance as to declare a “stay-in” strike, very much on the same 

lines as that recently declared on the CLC system in Liverpool. They sent the company a resolution 

declaring their refusal to undertake special fogging duties, and a week last Sunday work in the 

department was actually stopped, though only for one day. Since then operation of the men’s 

resolution has been suspended pending the decision of the directors, which the men expect to hear 

tomorrow.  

The application for an advance was made as far back as 16th September when the men asked for an 

immediate advance of 5s a week on wages, which are at present about 21s. “We are moved to seek 

this advance,” they said in their application, “by reason of the ever increasing cost of living making it 
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impossible for us to maintain ourselves in the high physical standard necessary to the conscientious 

performance of our very responsible duties.” On 31st October the application was followed by a 

resolution, which stated “That on and after Sunday, 9th November we will not perform any Sunday, 

special, or overtime duties, as thus; Flagging (except for our own gangs’ protection), snow clearing, or train 

protection during foggy weather.” It stated also that “We will not hold ourselves responsible for any 

accident occurring during the performance of our ordinary duties until such time as we are granted at least 

the bare necessities of existence, which, owing to the ever increasing cost of living, we are unable to obtain.” 

In accordance with this resolution, work was stopped on Sunday, 9th November, but the next day 

the men agreed to suspend their resolution, on the understanding that their case would come 

before the meeting of directors this week. Whether the resolution will again be brought into force 

will depend on the report made to the men of the result of this meeting. (Manchester Guardian, 19 

November 1913) 

An important announcement was made yesterday, Wednesday, 19th November 1913 in regard to 

the strike of engine cleaners at the Lower Darwen shed of the L&YR, and hopes of an early 

settlement are now in prospect. The dispute arose through the discharging of one of the cleaners 

who had refused to rake ashes from underneath an engine while coal was being tipped into the 

tender. Seventy five cleaners came out on strike. (Manchester Guardian, 20 November 1913) 

Yesterday afternoon, Wednesday, 26th November 1913 about forty cleaners at the locomotive shed 

of the L&YR at Bury ceased work in sympathy with the strikers at Newton Heath locomotive shed. 

The press were informed late last night that the men had objected to perform any work which 

would ordinarily, directly or indirectly, be performed by the Newton Heath men. (Manchester 

Guardian, 27 November 1913) 

The strike of engine cleaners on the L&YR which began at Newton Heath shed on Monday, 24th

November and spread to Bury and Agecroft, has brought about some curtailment of the passenger 

train service today. The strike started at Newton Heath after a complaint against a foreman, Bury 

became involved when five cleaners were ordered to Newton Heath and refused to go and were 

suspended. Forty cleaners left the shed. (Manchester Guardian, 28 November 1913) 

According to a statement by the L&YR some 480 engine cleaners are on strike, 240 at Newton 

Heath, 130 at Bury and 110 at Agecroft, where the dispute is over a refusal to carry out certain 

duties outside the regular work of cleaning. (Manchester Guardian, 29 November 1913) 

December
Report of an accident at Accrington on 17th July 1913. (Railway Engineer, December 1913) 

The Biggest Holiday Traffic in the World, “Closed” stations on the L&YR, and platform ticket 

machines. (Railway Magazine, December 1913) 

The L&YR engine cleaners strike is spreading with Accrington, Rose Grove, Horwich and Bolton 

sheds now affected, and at Lower Darwen, who had only returned to work after a strike a few 

weeks ago. Over fifty passenger trains have now been withdrawn. (Manchester Guardian, 3 

December 1913) 

Report of the annual distribution of prizes and certificates in Manchester on Wednesday, 3rd

December 1913 at the L&YR School of Signalling at Victoria station. In the first year there were only 

sixty students but in the last two years 356 and 263 have presented themselves at examinations. Last 

session 1,163 students attended the lectures, including twenty three who desired the “Honours” 

certificates and seventy nine in the section for station masters, a new feature this year. (Manchester 

Guardian, 4 December 1913) 



1910 - 1922 

990 

The L&YR engine cleaners strike was settled yesterday, Wednesday, 3rd December 1913. 

(Manchester Guardian, 4 December 1913) 

A strike of engine cleaners employed by the L&YR was declared last week and has led to the 

temporary withdrawal on many trains in the district served by the system. The dispute originated at 

Newton Heath where the men accused a foreman of suing tyrannical methods, and of unfairly 

booking work done in the cleaning shed. The strike spread to other depots, and threatened to 

involve drivers and firemen. Matters, however, were settled on Wednesday at a conference held at 

Manchester. All cleaners who had been on strike resumed duty yesterday, one day’s suspension 

being their only penalty for going out on strike. (Engineering, 5 December 1913) 

For some time past alterations have been in progress on the quays at Fleetwood, so as to provide a 

platform at which trains will arrive and depart in connection with the (L&YR) steamers to and from 

Belfast. The work has now been completed and the platform was brought into use on 1st December 

1913, and passengers will now be enabled to step aboard the steamer direct from the train. (Railway 

News, 6 December 1913) 

J Tomblin, Middleton station master for nineteen years, has been promoted to goods agent at 

Ashton. In appreciation of his services he was presented with “a purse of gold” by Middleton cotton 

mill owners. Mr Eachus, now station master at Littleborough, takes over next week. (Middleton 

Guardian, 13 December 1913) 

No change has taken place with regard to the cessation of work by the mates employed on the 

L&YR steamers trading to Goole. The company are laying up their steamers as they arrive in port, 

but they have several under charter, and they intend to run a service to the principal continental 

ports with which they trade. A statement by the Merchant Service Guild reports that certain 

comments had been made which were based on the misapprehension regarding the present 

positions of the captains and officers of the L&YR Company’s steamers. Whilst the captains are 

unanimous in their opinion that their own remuneration, especially in consideration of the great 

amount of risky pilotage work which devolves upon them, is quite inadequate, they hold a similar 

opinion as regards the pay of the officers serving under them. Twelve months ago the captains and 

other officers presented memorials, and they considered that the small increases of pay granted 

were totally insufficient. Serious dissatisfaction therefore continued […]. They had not struck work, 

but being determined to bring matters to a head they handed in the requisite twenty four hours’ 

notice of their resignations on Tuesday morning. The position now is that forty two officers have 

tended their resignations pending the adjustment of their grievances […]. The chief officers ask for a 

wage of £3 per week and food, to commence with, and second officers ask for £2 10s per week also 

with food. If food is not provided, they ask for an allowance of 1s 6d per day. Other demands are an 

annual holiday of fourteen days at the convenience of the company, and provision of a mess room 

steward. The secretary asserts that the crux of the position is that the L&YR decline to recognise 

the Guild in the matter. (Manchester Guardian, 19 December 1913) 

There are still no signs of approaching settlement in the dispute between the mates, who have left 

their employment on the L&YR Company’s vessels (at Goole), and their employers. The Company’s 

fleet of thirty three vessels is out of commission, except for the Rawcliffe, which is at Hamburg. The 

crews of the vessels have been discharged. The dispute has caused considerable distress amongst the 

dockers, and the Goole branch of the Dockers’ Union are applying to the National Executive for the 

payment of unemployed benefits. (Manchester Guardian, 24 December 1913) 
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1914 
January 

The nearest approach to a fire-proof train that we have in England will start running on the L&YR 

between Manchester and Southport today, 24th December 1913 […]. The train is composed of eight 

bogie carriages with a central aisle running from end to end. In appearance it is scarcely 

distinguishable from the present type of trains which the company runs on its Liverpool – Yorkshire 

service except for the middle window of each carriage and that is made to let right down, unlike the 

others, which can only be lowered a few inches for the purpose of ventilation. But apart from its 

greater safety the train offers greater comfort, too, with a supply of hot as well as cold water. The 

train will leave Manchester Victoria at 5.00pm each week day, and return from Southport at 8.10am. 

(Copy scanned, Manchester Guardian, 24 December 1913) (Railway News, 3 January 1914) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 28 December 1913) 

At Victoria station, Manchester, there is an interesting example of more complex track circuits. 

Formerly a raised signal cabin on one of the platforms was used as an observation tower for a man 

to see which platforms were vacant or occupied, and to inform the signal cabin just outside the 

station accordingly. Now by track circuits, the observation box is no longer needed. 

The figure is a representation of an indicator board for these roads (similar to others) which is 

mounted in the signal cabin so that every signalman can see it. There are in the portion shown four 

distinct track circuits, A, B, on No.11 road; E, F, on No. 9 road; F, C, G, partly on No. 9 road and 

partly on the siding No. 10 road; and B. D. C, partly on No. 11 road, partly on the main line outside 

the station, and partly on the branch to roads No.9 and 10. Before signal H can be lowered for a 

train to enter No. 11 road track circuits A, B, and B, D, C, must be clear. The presence of a vehicle 

on either of these track circuits automatically put signal H to danger, and locks it in that position so 

long as a train or vehicle remains upon the track. A train entering No. 11 road must clear point B 

with its last vehicle before the points can be altered to allow anything into or out of roads 9 and 10. 

To enable signal H to be lowered for a train to enter No. 9 road, track circuits E, F; F, C, G; and B, 

D, C, must clear point F with its last vehicle before the points can be altered to allow anything into 

or out of road 10, and must clear point C before the points can be altered to allow anything into or 

out of road 11. The black circles represent little electric lamps placed on the signal cabin diagram. A 

lighted lamp indicates that that portion of the track is clear of vehicles. The lamps go in and out 

automatically, of course, controlled by the track circuits. Should, say, an engine try to come out of 

the siding while vehicles were on or foul of the section G, C, F, and the points consequently set 

against it, the trap points at G would be set to run the engine off the line. A “route indicator” is 

fixed near H, to inform an incoming driver which road is set for him. The advantage of this as a 

safety device would appear in the event of, say, a hand truck falling off the platform after the road 

had been set and the signals lowered. The driver would not be in doubt as to whether he would 

collide with the obstacle or not. (Manchester Guardian, 29 December 1913; Railway News, 3 

January 1914) 
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L&YR School of Signalling prize giving. (Railway Magazine, January 1914) 

The L&YR have decided to adopt electricity as the motive power for that portion of their line which 

runs from Victoria station, Manchester, to Bury, by way of Prestwich. This is a line which is already 

used considerably by residents on the northern side of the city, and we understand that after the 

system of electrification has been adopted the service will be added to. The trains will be worked 

with direct currents from a third rail, as is the case with the line from Liverpool to Southport. The 

L&YR is experimenting on the short line between Bury and Holcombe Brook with a high tension 

current system, in which the current is taken from an overhead wire. (Manchester Guardian, 1 

January 1914)

Manchester Guardian Supplement on cab signalling […]. Signalling is reviewed at considerable length, 

with special diagrams setting forth the main principles, as well as to show the application of track 

circuiting. Lock and block, interlocking, power signalling, track circuiting at Victoria station, 

Manchester. (Railway News, 3 January 1914) 

Description and illustration of the L&YR School of Signalling at Victoria station, Manchester […]. At 

Victoria station there used to be a raised box on one of the platforms which served the purpose of a 

look-out tower to ascertain whether the platforms were vacant or occupied by trains, and to enable 

the man in the box to inform the signalman just outside of the state of affairs. With the track circuit 

system the observation box is no longer needed […](Engineer, 6 January 1914, p.42/43, 46) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the works comprised in the widening of the line, connecting line, and 

sidings at Lostock Junction. (Manchester Guardian, 7 January 1914) 

A scheme for a large extension of the L&YR goods depot in Oldham Road, Manchester, in order to 

cope with the increasing trade of Manchester, and particularly that part of the trade which passes 

through Shudehill Market, has recently been adopted by the railway company. It is proposed to add 

to the ten acres of the existing goods station an area of about five acres lying between Oldham Road 

and Rochdale Road and extending as far as Thompson Street. This land has already been acquired by 

the company, and much of the property upon it, consisting mostly of poor dwellings, has been 

demolished. On the Rochdale Road side of this block is to be built a special fruit and produce 

warehouse, while another large section of the area will be utilized for the erection of a new 

warehouse for general traffic. All the latest appliances for dealing with the traffic, including powerful 

electric overhead travelling cranes for handling heavy goods, are to be installed, and the company 

claim that the station, when completed, will be one of the best equipped goods depots in the 

country. The contract date for the completion of the extension is sixteen months hence, at an 

estimated cost of over £100,000. (Manchester Guardian, 7 January 1914) 

Report on the L&YR refreshment department. (Railway News, 10 January 1914) 

Twenty four of the L&YR vessels are laid up at Goole because of the dispute between the 

management and the masters and mates. Acting through the Merchant Service Guild the officers 

asked for a conference, and yesterday, Tuesday, 13th January 1914, Mr Aspinall, the L&YR general 

manager, journeyed to Goole and had a long interview with a deputation representing the captains. 

At the close it was understood that a settlement was practically agreed upon, but it rested on 

certain matters concerning the mates. Later in the day Mr Aspinall met a deputation of the mates, 

and, contrary to expectation, the proceedings were only of a brief character. No statement of what 

took place was made by either part, but it was officially announced on behalf of the company that all 

negotiations had broken down, and the application for any further conference would now have to be 

made by both captains and mates. It is understood that the officers are in communication with their 

Guild to determine what course to take. The abortive result of the conference has caused 

considerable disappointment in the town, as at present time distress is very prevalent among seamen 

and firemen and dock labourers. (Manchester Guardian, 14 January 1914) 
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A rifle match has taken place between Prestwich and Radcliffe on the L&YR rifle range on the roof of 

Victoria station. (Middleton Guardian, 17 January 1914) 

Another unsuccessful attempt was made yesterday, Monday, 19th January 1914 to settle the Goole 

strike now in its sixth week. (Manchester Guardian, 20 January 1914) 

The tender of J W Pearce & Co. £35,354 -12-6d, to be accepted for widening, a connecting line, and 

sidings at Lostock Junction. (L&YR Minutes, 22 January 1914) 

Mr Aspinall [reported] that he had not been particularly anxious to come to a settlement (of the 

strike at Goole), as owing to the regulations governing the insurance of the company’s east coast 

fleet when vessels are laid up in dock for not less than thirty days the company do not pay insurance 

premiums, and as most of the fleet had now been laid up for the period named the company will 

save approximately £2,000 under the head of insurance. (L&YR Minutes, 22 January 1914) 

The L&YR are resisting the tyranny of the Union which has stirred up the men on their large fleet of 

steamers (at Goole) to demand impossible terms. (Railway News, 24 January 1914) 

February 
By Land or Water, the L&YR Sea Fleet. The L&YR fireproof train. (Railway Magazine, February1914) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the extension of Chapel Street station, Southport; for the extension of the 

goods yard at Crumpsall. (Manchester Guardian, 3 February 1914) 

On Tuesday night last, 3rd February 1914 R G Berry, the superintendent of signalling to the L&YR, 

read a paper before the Manchester University Engineering Society on Railway Signalling. He gave 

two objections to automatic train stops. First, he said, the mechanical objection was that the sudden 

braking of a train travelling at, say 60 mph, might be almost as disastrous to the passengers as an 

actual collision, while the gradual braking would probably fail to pull up a train soon enough. He said 

the moral objection was even more formidable, because automatic stops introduce a tendency on 

the part of the drivers to rely on these devices entirely, instead of keeping a constant and vigilant 

look-out on the road and signals. He said that appliances provided as assistance must be regarded as 

assistance only, and not as a substitute. Mr Berry thought that the necessary mechanical assistance 

should take the form of some device for repeating signals in the cab of the engine, and that cab 

signals should be audible, and not visible, on account of the danger of distracting attention from the 

track. (Manchester Guardian, 4 February 1914; Engineer, 6 February 1914, p.165) 

Report of the L&YR accounts. (Manchester Guardian, 11 February 1914) 

Report of the L&YR accounts. (Railway News, 14 February 1914) 

The tender of E Taylor & Co. £40,693-13-1d, to be accepted for the extension of Chapel Street 

station, Southport; also that of Tate & Gordon, £7,558-05-3d, for the extension of the goods yard at 

Crumpsall. (L&YR Minutes, 19 February 1914) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 18th February 1914. “[…] we had 

a strike of dockers in February 1913, which lasted over a month, and although a satisfactory 

settlement was arrived at with the men in September they refused to work after twelve o’clock on 

Saturdays, which interfered very considerably with the economical working of our Goole fleet […]. In 

December there was a strike of the ships’ officers of our east coast fleet which necessitated out laying 

up the whole of the fleet for six weeks. I am glad to say, however, that this last trouble has now been 

satisfactorily disposed of.” (Manchester Guardian, 19 February 1914) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 18th February 1914. (Railway 

News, 21 February 1914)
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The L&Y and LNW Joint Railways invite tenders for the works required in the extension of Waterloo 

Road station, Blackpool. (Manchester Guardian, 28 February 1914) 

It is expected that the electrification of the L&YR line from Manchester Victoria to Bury will be 

completed towards the end of the year, and that it will be ready for traffic under the new conditions 

by 1st January 1915. Already there are nearly sixty stopping trains every day each way along this 

track, and with the advent of the new system this number promises to be so augmented that the 

service will be almost a continuous one. Workmen’s tickets and special season ticket rates are in 

force. The new electric service will not derive its power from the overhead wires as is the case on 

the short branch line between Bury and Holcombe Brook, but it will be the “rail” system, somewhat 

similar in form to that between Liverpool and Southport. A power house for the Bury line is being 

built at Clifton Junction. The carriages, too, will be on the lines of the Liverpool to Southport ones, 

with some modification. These Southport district carriages have practically no resemblance to those 

on the ordinary railway system. They have been specially designed to meet the new condition of 

things. The trains usually consist of three or four long and wide window carriages of a saloon type, 

the passage being along the centre and running the entire length of the train. The carriages have 

seating accommodation for about one hundred persons, and the loftiness and width of the 

compartment allow not only of what is a continuous window along each side, but of adequate 

ventilation in the roof without draughts. The carriages are electrically lighted and heated. 

(Manchester Guardian, 28 February 1914) 

March 
Description and photographs of a new train for the Manchester and Southport service of the L&YR. 

(Railway Engineer, March 1914) 

Conveyance of cinematograph film by the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, March 1914) 

New works on the L&YR undertaken last year were extensions at Liverpool Exchange and 

Southport; additional sidings at Horbury, Newton Heath, Bank Hall, and Colne; workshops at Meols 

Cop and Southport; a waggon repair shop at Newton Heath; a sub-electric power station at 

Ormskirk; machinery for Formby and Bank Hall. (Engineering, 6 March 1914) 

The Design of Rolling Stock for Electric Railways, paper by H E O’Brien to the Institute of Electrical 

Engineers. (Railway News, 14 March 1914) 

List of demands for improved wages, hours, and conditions agreed by the L&YR passenger guards in 

the East Lancashire region to be put to a further meeting at Rochdale on 5th April 1914. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 March 1914) 

Photograph of a Bury to Holcombe Brook electric train at Brandlesholme Road halt. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 March1914) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £21,687-19-4d, to be accepted for the extension of Waterloo Road station, 

Blackpool. (L&YR Minutes, 19 March1914) 

L&YR ambulance competition. (Copy scanned) (Manchester Guardian, 20 March 1914) 

L&YR and NER Hull and Zeebrugge route to the Continent. (Railway News, 21 March 1914) 

New poster issued by the L&YR encouraging travel by train against car or aeroplane. (Railway News, 

21 March 1914) 

Comments with regard to H E O’Brien’s paper on the weight of electric rolling stock to the 

Institution of Electrical Engineers on 12th March 1914. (Engineering, 27 March1914) 
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April 
The L&YR invite tenders for the widening of the line and construction of a connecting line at 

Knottingley. (Manchester Guardian, 4 April 1914) 

L&YR road vehicles;  

7 horse omnibuses
5 goods and parcels motors
3,314 horse wagons and carts
1,964 horses for road vehicles

(Railway News, 11 April 1914) 

L&YR service vehicles;  

19 gas holder trucks
1,659 locomotive coal and sand wagons
402 ballast wagons and vans
83 mess and tool vans
15 breakdown cranes
29 travelling cranes
443 miscellaneous

(Railway News, 18 April 1914) 

The tender of Tate & Gordon, £6,383-10-8d, to be accepted for widening line, and a connecting line 

at Knottingley. (L&YR Minutes, 23 April 1914) 

May 
The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of an electric power station at Clifton Junction. (Manchester 

Guardian, 2 May 1914) 

Extensive alterations, including the provision of improved exits and entrances for excursionists, are 

being carried out at Chapel Street station, Southport, by the L&YR. At the licensing sessions, 

yesterday, Thursday, 7th May 1914 S Brighouse made an application for permission to carry out 

alterations at the refreshment rooms at the station. He explained that it was proposed to construct 

a café which would be larger than the one at Exchange station, Liverpool. The company was trying 

to cater for those who wanted to take intoxicants and also for those who did not. Permission 

granted. (Manchester Guardian, 8 May 1914) 

Representatives of the passenger porters on the L&YR, at a meeting in Manchester yesterday, 

Sunday, 17th May 1914, formulated demands for a forty-eight hour week and a 30/- minimum wage, 

rising to 35/- after five years’ service, for submission to the National Union of Railwaymen. 

(Manchester Guardian, 18 May 1914) 

June 
The tender of E Wood & Co. £40,525, to be accepted for the electric power station at Clifton Junction. 

(L&YR Minutes, 21 May 1914) 

Goole and its Docks. (Railway News, 13 June 1914) 

The tender of T Wrigley, £4,479-12-10d, to be accepted for new offices at Wyre Dock. (L&YR

Minutes, 18 June 1914) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the foundations for the extensions of the boiler house at the electric 

power station at Formby; for the erection of electric sub-station and battery house at Radcliffe; for the 

earthworks for exchange sidings at Goole. (Manchester Guardian, 30 June 1914) 
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July 
The Design of Rolling Stock for Electric Railways, abstract of a paper by H E O’Brien, assistant 

mechanical engineer and works manager, L&YR. Includes drawing arrangement of ventilation on the 

new electric trailer cars on the L&YR and the ten foot wide bearing motor bogies. (Institute of 

Electric Engineers, March 1914) (Railway Engineer, July 1914) 

Bradford and its Railways. (Railway Magazine, July 1914) 

Machine-firing on the L&YR Formby power station, with reports on boiler tests. (Railway News, 11 

July 1914) 

The tender of Clegg Bros. £12,682-17-11d, to be accepted for formation of site for exchange sidings 

at Goole; also that of Yorkshire Hennebique Contracting Co. £8,970-08-10d, for extension of ferro-

concrete fish stage at the new fish dock, Fleetwood. J W Pearce Ltd being in liquidation, T Wrigley, 

from whom they were hiring locomotive, wagons, steam excavator, etc. has offered to carry out the 

balance of the work at Lostock Junction, his tender for the whole contract being £36,618-16-5d.

(L&YR Minutes, 16 July 1914) 

Report and dividend of the L&YR. (two reports, pages 12 and 15) (Manchester Guardian, 28 July 

1914) 

August 
Continental Services. (Railway Magazine, August 1914) 

Report of the return of J A F Aspinall from Germany and his experiences. (Manchester Guardian, 26 

September 1914; Railway Engineer, October 1914) 

September 

October 
The Railway Conciliation Board scheme which would expire on 30th November 1914 will, it has 

been agreed, continue to act in the present circumstances. (Manchester Guardian, 8 October 1914) 

Report of the L&YR ambulance train. (Railway News, 10 October 1914) 

[…] From information supplied by the L&YR we find that on that line there are 809 signal cabins, 

13,500 signals, 8,000 sets of points coupled to the signal cabins and 21,514 working levers. (Engineer, 

16 October 1914, p.369) 

Fire destroyed part of one of a series of single storey buildings, or sheds, at the L&YR Oldham Road 

goods yard last night, Sunday, 18th October, 1914) 

The L&YR have suspended the whole of the continental steamship sailings. Traffic is being worked 

between Goole and Rotterdam and Amsterdam by means of Dutch and Norwegian steamers 

chartered by the company’s Dutch agents. (Railway News, 24 October 1914) 

November 
L&YR Ambulance train; Report of Aspinall’s experiences in Germany; Gladstone Dock new station 

opened; Additional trains to Blackpool. (Railway Magazine, November 1914) 

The L&YR invite tenders for works required in the conversion of two arches into electric sub-station 

and battery station at Victoria station, Manchester. (Manchester Guardian, 24 November 1914) 
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The L&YR police force is well represented in the war. The navy called up two men and the army 

ten; in addition, one volunteered for the navy and six for the army, all of whom were accepted. 

(Manchester Guardian, 27 November 1914) 

December 
The L&YR has brought out a recruiting poster. (Railway News, 12 December 1914) 

The L&YR chief goods manager, H Marriott and his staff were hosts last night, Thursday, 17th

December 1914, to about 160 of the refugees from Belgium at a dinner and concert in the Head 

Office dining hall, Hunts Bank, Manchester. Mr Marriott welcomed the guests, the L&YR, he said, 

had a special interest in Belgium as it had for years run services of steamers from Goole and Hull to 

Belgium ports. (Manchester Guardian, 18 December 1914) 

Display of presents for the children of the L&YR carriage and wagon men who have joined the 

Colours from that department. (Railway News, 19 December 1914) 

The LYR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 22 December 1914) 

Report of an extensive fire damaging buildings at Wyre Dock, Fleetwood, last night, Monday, 21st

December 1914. Buildings destroyed were occupied by A. K. Steam Trawlers, New Dock Fishing 

Company, Wyre Steam Trawling Company, and Armitage Steam Trawling Company. (Manchester 

Guardian, 22 December 1914) 

Report of a petition to save Todmorden Old Hall threatened with demolition to make way for 

railway extensions. (Copy scanned) (Manchester Guardian, 24 December 1914) 

At a meeting of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers a series of papers on Audible and other Cab 

Signals on British Railways were discussed. R G Berry of the L&YR admitted the truth of the 

rumours that his railway was experimenting with cab signalling, but said he was not in a position to 

describe the system that was being tried. This much he could, however, say. They had been able to 

introduce a feature not found in any other system capable of giving both “all right” and “danger” 

indications. The L&YR method gave audible signals for both these conditions and was distinguished 

by the fact that no battery, accumulator, or delicate contacts were required on the engine. After all, 

engine drivers were not electricians, and it was necessary to let it be in their power to repair 

defects in the apparatus during the running of the locomotive. (Engineer, 25 December 1914, p.609) 

The L&YR will introduce slip carriages on the 3.20pm train (except Saturdays) from Victoria station 

which will be slipped at Accrington. (Railway News, 26 December 1914) 
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1915 
January 

Photograph of the Holcombe Brook electric train. (Railway Magazine, January 1915) 

The L&YR invite tenders for roofing over the extension of the fish stage at the new fish dock at 

Fleetwood. (Manchester Guardian, 1 January 1915) 

The new joint dock at Hull was opened by the NER and Hull and Barnsley Railway in June 1914. 

(Engineer, 1 January 1915, p.2) 

February 
The L&YR announce the dividend with some financial details. (Manchester Guardian, 2 February 

1915) 

No settlement has been reached in the application by the L&YR employees at Horwich for a wage 

increase in view of the increased cost of living. (Manchester Guardian, 10 February 1915) 

Long report on the negotiations taking place between the L&YR and the men at Horwich. 

(Manchester Guardian, 12 February 1915) 

The workmen at the Horwich works of the L&YR are agitating for an increase of wages of 5/- per 

week, an increase of 12½ per cent in piece work rates and a sliding scale for apprentices, in order to 

meet the increased cost of living. The company has made an offer of an increase of 2/- per week to 

men and 1/- per week to the boys and apprentices as a bonus, to last till one month after the 

termination of the war, but it has been declined. (Engineer, 12 February 1915, p.158) 

Report that the Horwich dispute has been settled. (Manchester Guardian, 13 February 1915) 

L&YR report. (Railway News, 13 February 1915) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 17th February 1915. (Manchester 

Guardian, 18 February 1915) 

The annual cost of locomotive upkeep for 1913 – L&YR. 

Renewals of engines, per engine, £3,232
Cost divided by the number of engines £45.09
Amount spent per engine mile on complete renewals 54d
Repairs and partial renewals divided by number of engines owned £164
Cost per mile 1.99d
Wages for running, average per engine £250.36
Cost in wages per engine mile 3.03d
Cost of coal per engine owned £274.47
Cost of coal per engine mile 3.32d
Running expenses, including wages, fuel, water, lubricants, clothing 
for enginemen, stores, and superintendence 

£606.25

Total running expenses, per engine mile 7.34d
Average passengers earning per engine £1,825
Average merchandise and mineral earnings per engine £2,290
Average earnings per engine from every description of traffic £4,115

(Engineer, 19 February 1915, p.187) 

The L&YR has effected a settlement with the men at Horwich works under which an advance of 

wages of 2/- has been given to adults, coupled with an addition of five per cent to piecework rates 

and 1/- to boys. (Engineering, 19 February 1915) 
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The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 17th February 1915. (Railway 

News, 20 February 1915) 

Report of the retirement of Mr Lord Hellewell, for thirty years chief passenger agent at Liverpool 

Exchange station. (Railway News, 20 February 1915) 

The electrification of the L&YR between Manchester and Bury had made such progress by the time 

the war broke out that it was not considered advisable to stop the work. It was progressing 

satisfactorily, but could not be completed as early as would have been the case under normal 

circumstances. (Engineer, 26 February 1915, p.207) 

March 
LYR Roll of Honour of the staff who have joined the Colours. (Railway News, 6 March 1915) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the conversion of the carriage shed at Bury East Lancashire into a 

carriage repair shop. (Manchester Guardian, September March-1915) 

The L&Y Company stands alone in a Group by itself. Its business is, however, of such a size and of a 

character so similar to the four biggest lines that we feel justified in reviewing its work at this point. 

Its  receipts were £7,137,780 and its expenditure £4,694,696. Miscellaneous receipts – net – gave 

£178,241 and the balance brought in was £40,780. These items gave a balance of £2,662,105. After 

paying the fixed charges, etc., and putting £20,000 to reserve, the payment of a dividend of 4½ per 

cent for the year on ordinary stock, whilst carrying £45,998 forward was possible. A year ago the 

dividend was the same and £40,780 was carried forward. 

During the year the L&Y spent £469,061 on capital works, of which £287,749 went on lines open for 

traffic, £27,123 on new lines, and £18,501 on widenings of and additions to existing lines. Included in 

the total are £14,788 on the electrification of the Manchester and Bury and the Bury and Tottington 

lines, £12,927 on five 0-8-0 coal engines and tenders, and £4,301 for twenty five 10 tons refrigerator 

wagons. It is proposed to spend £455,200 on capital during the current year. The depreciation funds 

stood: Railway, £267,385; steamers, £223,632; other business, £87,879. The general reserve was 

£85,000. (Engineer, 19 March 1915, p.275) 

Report of the accident at Smithy Bridge on Thursday, 18th March 1915. (Copy scanned.  Manchester 

Guardian, 19 March 1915) (Engineering, 7 May 1915; Railway Engineer, July 1915) 

Smithy Bridge is the station on the L&YR immediately east of Rochdale on the main line between 

Manchester and Leeds. On the evening of the 18th inst., a severe snowstorm was raging, and when it 

was at its height an empty stock train came to a stand on the up main line. Whilst standing there this 

train was run into at a high rate of speed by the Fleetwood boat train, which was due to leave 

Bradford at 7.20pm and be joined at Low Moor by a portion leaving Leeds at 7.15pm. The train 

consisted of three bogie corridor coaches from Bradford in front and three similar coaches and 

dining car from Leeds in the rear, and was drawn by one of the latest type 4 June 0. The force of the 

collision must have been very severe, as the engine went off to the right, across the down line, and 

own an embankment, where it turned on its right side. The tender parted from the engine and went 

to the left. One carriage followed the tender and another [one]the engine, and practically the whole 

of the Bradford portion was wrecked. Two passengers were killed, and the driver subsequently died 

from his injuries. Ten passengers, more or less seriously injured had to be conveyed to Rochdale 

Infirmary. One passenger has since died. 

From the evidence given before Col Druitt at the Board of Trade inquiry on Tuesday it appears that 

the boat train ran by the signals at some of the boxes before reaching Smithy Bridge. 
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As some newspapers published a statement that one of the carriages caught fire after the accident, 

the railway company has issued an official announcement to the effect that the fire referred to 

occurred in a heap of small debris near the overturned engine which had evidently been set alight by 

hot cinders from the fire box. (Engineer, 26 March 1915, p.308) 

April 
At the coroners inquiry into the accident at Smithy Bridge it was stated that fog signal facilities had 

not been put into operation. (Engineer, 16 April 1915, p.381) 

May 
Photograph of the Manchester Pals at Heaton Park station. (Railway Magazine, May 1915) 

Board of Trade report of the accident at Smithy Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 5 May 1915) 

Col. Druitt’s report to the Board of Trade on the collision of March 18th at Smithy Bridge on the 

L&YR was issued last week. In this case an express from Leeds and Bradford to Fleetwood ran into 

an empty stock train. Three passengers and the driver of the express were killed outright or died of 

their injuries. 

The weather was and had been very stormy, and owing to fallen snow preventing the working of 

some points at Rochdale, the empty stock train which arrived at the East box, Smithy Bridge, at 

8.27pm, was held up there by a slow passenger train in front. According to the evidence of the men 

in the two signal boxes at Littleborough, the drifting snow was not sufficient to obscure the signal 

lamps, though, no doubt, they would not be visible at any distance. The driver of the stock train said 

that he could see all the signals but with difficulty. Col. Druitt therefore says that, “it can only be 

concluded that for some unknown reason the driver of the Fleetwood express failed to observe the 

signals at Littleborough station and Littleborough West boxes, at all and so ran at high speed right 

through that block section and into the section to Smithy Bridge East and probably suddenly saw the 

tail light of the standing train when only a short distance away from it.” 

Col. Druitt also deals in his report with the question as to whether “Fog Block” should not have 

been in operation. This is a regulation that says that during falling snow, until the fog signalman arrive 

at their posts, the line is clear block signal must not be “accepted” until the train-out-of-section 

block signal for the previous train has been received from the box in advance. The evidence of the 

signalmen concerned shows, however, that the snow did not sufficiently interfere with the view of 

the signals. The Board of Trade officer evidently accepted this testimony, as he passes no criticism 

thereon. He, however, considers that the man at Littleborough West failed in his duty in not putting 

an emergency detonator on the rail. This he could do without leaving the box. The levers for 

activating the detonator are painted in red and white stripes, so as to be easily distinguished by the 

signalman, and Col. Druitt says, “In a case like this, with the section ahead blocked and with driving snow, 

the detonator should certainly have been in position on the line all the time the signals were at danger.” 

The report concludes with a recommendation as to cab signals “for giving a driver an unmistakable 

warning as to the position of the distant signal when he passes it”. The L&Y Company is 

experimenting with automatic devices of more than one kind, and “it is to be hoped that the 

difficulties attending the fitting up of such a device will be successfully overcome and that the trails 

will result in a satisfactory form of device being adopted for this purpose. (Engineer, 14 May 1915, 

p.494) 

An application has been made to the L&YR for a 5/- per week increase on behalf of the entire body 

of employees at the Horwich works and also includes all locomotive employees. (Manchester 

Guardian, 21 May 1915) 
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The L&YR is one of the companies experimenting with locomotive cab signalling. (Engineer, 21 May 

1915, p.507) 

June 
Wyre Dock, Fleetwood; H E O’Brien appointed to command 111th Company Railway Troops 

attached to the BEF. (Railway Magazine, June 1915) 

An offer of 1/- per week advance for engineers and locomotive men by the L&YR has been rejected 

and a mass meeting this date will consider the position. (Manchester Guardian, 1 June 1915) 

Comment on the position of signals between Littleborough and Smithy Bridge which could have 

caused confusion. (Engineer, 4 June 1915) 

A massed meeting of Horwich employees last night, Tuesday, 8th June 1915 rejected the L&YR offer 

of 1/- per week and instructed union representatives to press for better terms failing which to go to 

arbitration. (Manchester Guardian, 9 June 1915) 

W Dunstan, L&YR station master at Sandhills since 1905 appointed to the same position at Wigan. 

(Railway News, 12 June 1915) 

Report from the Manchester Guardian on the progress of the Manchester—Bury electrification. 

(Engineer, 16 June 1915) 

Since the retirement of L Hellewell, passenger agent at Liverpool Exchange station, W H Bentley has 

been appointed passenger agent and W Hayes, parcels agent. (Railway News, 19 June 1915) 

July 
Leeds and its Railways. (Railway Magazine, July 1915) 

The L&YR use 95lbs per yard rail in 45 feet lengths. (Railway News, 3 July 1915) 

At Victoria station, Manchester, half a dozen women are now being trained in the work of ticket 

collectors. It is impossible to say just yet how the experiment will turn out, and nothing yet has been 

done in the way of fixing the women’s hours of work and other conditions of labour. But the L&YR 

seems to have no doubt that the women will prove able to perform their new duties – which to an 

outsider appear quite light – for they have already provided them with uniforms of neat navy blue 

cloth. On the collar are the word “Collector” and the letters “LYR” (Manchester Guardian, 9 June 

1915) 

The L&YR ambulance train was on view at Liverpool Exchange station on 9th July 1915. The train 

was in the charge of the L&YR St John Ambulance Corps who, with their comrades, have worked 

assisting in the detraining of the wounded from the ambulance trains arriving at Aintree station. 

(Copy scanned. Manchester Guardian, 10 July 1915) (Railway News, 10 July 1915) 

The work of electrifying the railway line between Victoria station, Manchester, and Bury is making 

such progress that it is possible that the new service may be ready, at least in a restricted form, by 

the beginning of November. The war has delayed operations, especially as regards the construction 

of the new power house at Clifton Junction, but this temporary difficulty will be met by a supply of 

electricity from the Manchester Corporation. Trial runs have already taken place over various parts 

of the line. At present the weekday service comprises some sixty trains each day in each direction, 

and the electrification of the service will not only increase the number of trains but their speed will 

be accelerated.(Manchester Guardian, 13 July 1915) 

The L&YR ambulance train at Exchange station, Liverpool, has been visited by nearly 5,000 people 

realising almost £300. (Railway News, 17 July 1915) 
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Report of an inquiry into a proposed new seaside resort at Formby with a light railway loop line 

from Hightown to Ainsdale on the L&YR Liverpool and Southport line. (Manchester Guardian, 21 

July 1915; Engineer, 23 July 1915, p.87) 

The L&YR has made a repeat order for four Elwell-Parker trucks from the Railway Track Supply Co. 

who are the sole agent for the Elwell-Parker Electric Co. of Cleveland, Ohio. (Engineer, 30 July 1915, 

p.124) 

Photographs and diagrams of the sixteen carriages of the L&YR ambulance train. (Railway News, 31 

July 1915) 

The L&YR has made a repeat order for four Elwell-Parker trucks. (Railway News, 31 July 1915) 

August 
Captain H E O’Brien, assistant chief mechanical engineer and works manager, Horwich; and O 

Winder, former works manager, Horwich, and lately manager of the Patent Shaft and Axletree 

Works, appointed to assist H Fowler and D Bain, by the Ministry of Munitions. (Railway Engineer, 

August 1915) 

The L&YR ambulance train on view at Liverpool. (Railway Magazine, August 1915) 

Report that the L&YR steamship Alt, 1,004 tons, claims to have sunk a German submarine in June. If 

the claim is proved the officers and crew will be entitled to the award of £500. The paper “Syren and 

Shipping” understands that the “Alt” has since been examined in dry dock at Holyhead by Admiralty 

officials, and the result of their investigations is being awaited by the papers’ editor. (Manchester 

Guardian, 5 August 1915) 

The master of the L&YR SS Alt claims to have sunk a German submarine in June last. (Railway News, 

7 August 1915) 

L&YR new electric train service to the northern suburbs of Manchester. (Railway News, 7 August 

1915) 

Old gent; “I couldn’t take up much War Loan, and I’m too old to be any use making munitions, but I feel 

I’ve done some of my bit now!” 

“How so?” 

“Well, I’ve got a few shares in the L&Y,” he replied, “and I see we’ve sunk a submarine.” (Railway News, 

14 August 1915) 

The electrification of the railway between Manchester and Bury has made so much progress that 

trial trips were made yesterday, Sunday, 15th August 1915, over what is said to have been the whole 

distance. (Manchester Guardian, 16 August 1915) 

The work of electrifying the L&YR line between Manchester and Bury is steadily progressing. With 

the exception of the section from Queens Road to Victoria station the third rail has been laid along 

the entire length. Much of the rolling stock is also ready at Newton Heath works. The exact date of 

the opening, however, still remains indefinite, but October and November are unofficially 

mentioned, and it is said that a restricted electric service may be in operation during the early 

stages. The power station at Clifton Junction will not be ready until the end of the year, but this will 

not present any great difficulty, as arrangements have been made for obtaining a supply of electricity 

from Manchester Corporation, and in fact the city supply has been used in several trial trips. 

(Manchester Guardian, 18 August 1915) 
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The annual cost of railway carriage upkeep for 1913 – L&YR. 

Ordinary passenger carriages 3,980
Restaurant cars 4
Sleeping cars 0
Rail-motor vehicles 17
Electric power vehicles 159

Total 4,160

1st class seats 22,562
2nd class seats 0
3rd class seats 212,970 ; 

Total 235,532.

Post Office vans 0 
Luggage parcels and brake vans 176
Carriage trucks 163
Horse boxes 152
Miscellaneous 35
Other coaching vehicles 526

Total 4,686.

Proportion of coaching 
stock: 

renewed 1.4%
heavily repaired 19% 
lightly repaired 94.4% 

Proportion of coaching 
vehicles: 

renewals 6
heavily repaired 10
lightly repaired 11

Percentage of cost to total 
number of vehicles: 

for renewals £10.3
for repairs £21.6

Cost of maintaining coaching 
stock 

per vehicle owned £37.3
per seat £0.74

Cost of carriage department: per vehicle owned £11
per seat £8

Average number of 
passengers per seat: 

1st Class, per 1st Class seat: 61.2
2nd Class, per 2nd Class seat: 0
3rd Class excluding workmen, per 3rd Class seat 
240.7 
3rd Class including workmen, per 3rd Class seat 
318 

Receipts from ordinary 
passengers and season 
tickets, but excluding 
workmen: 

1st Class, per 1st Class seat: £12.7
2nd Class, per 2nd Class seat: £0
3rd Class, per 3rd Class seat: £10.4

Average number of 
passengers yearly, exclusive 
(sic) season tickets, per seat: 

1st class seat per first class seat 8 
2nd class per second class seat 0
3rd class, excluding workmen per 3rd class seat 24

3rd class, including workmen per 3rd class seat 22

Average receipts, including 1st class per 1st class seat £9 
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season tickets, but excluding 
workmen per seat  

2nd class per 2nd class seat 0 
3rd class per 3rd class seat £20

(Engineer, 20 August 1915, p.171) 

The workers at Horwich locomotive works have accepted the arbitrator’s award of an increase of 

1/- per week, which is the same as the L&YR offered against the demand of 5/- per week. 

(Manchester Guardian, 24 August 1915) 

A man was killed at Royton Junction, L&YR, whilst a new ground frame was being erected at the 

sidings on the Albert Mill side. (Middleton Guardian, 28 August 1915) 

September 
L&YR ambulance train; Manchester—Bury electrification progress report. (Railway Magazine, 

September 1915) 

Many train alterations announced by the L&YR, including three motor train services to be 

withdrawn; Blackpool – Lytham, Bacup – Ramsbottom, Colne – Burnley – Accrington, to take effect 

from 1st October 1915. (Manchester Guardian, 29 September 1915) 

November 
Up to 7th October 1915 6,308 members of the L&YR staff had joined the Colours, being 16.68 per 

cent of the total. (Engineer, 5 November 1915, p.435) 

The L&YR invite tenders for widening of the bridge over Scaitcliffe Street, Accrington; for the 

erection of offices, stores, etc. at Crofton Hall Sidings, Crofton. (Manchester Guardian, 13 November 

1915) 

Report on the L&YR Manchester-Bury electrification. (Railway News, 27 November 1915) 

December 
A Watson re-elected chairman of the Superintendents Conference for 1916. (Railway Engineer, 

December 1915) 

Daniel Anderton, L&YR inspector at Exchange station, Liverpool, has been promoted to station 

master at Bury. (Railway News, 4 December 1915) 

The L&YR has renewed the coal contract over 1916 on the basis of 16/- per ton, an advance of 5/-. 

(Railway News, 11 December 1915) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 28 December 1915) 

The annual cost of railway wagon upkeep for 1913 – L&YR. 

Open wagons up to 8 tons 1,542 
8 - 12 tons 22,767 
12 - 20 tons 652 
over 20 tons 112 

Covered wagons up to 8 tons 199
8 - 12 tons 6,780 
12 - 20 tons 0
over 20 tons 50

Mineral wagons 0 
Total number of ordinary wagons 32,102 
Estimated tonnage capacity 319,146 
Special wagons 39 
Cattle trucks 714 
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Rail and timber trucks 676 
Brake vans 874 
Total merchandise and mineral vehicles 34,405

Percentage of stock 
completely renewed 2.7
partially renewed 0
heavily repaired 24
lightly repaired 113.7

Average cost to total number of wagons 
new wagons £0.0
complete renewals £1.8
partial renewals and 
repairs 

£1.7

Cost of maintenance of wagons
per wagon £3.6
per ton capacity £0.4

Earnings per wagon and per ton capacity
percentage of mineral tonnage to total 
tonnage 

73

total tonnage to each ton capacity tons 83.7
Receipts from merchandise and minerals

per ton capacity £11.2
per wagon owned £108.5

(Engineer, 31 December 1915) 
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1916 
January 

A cotton waste warehouse in Burnley was destroyed by fire on Thursday, 6th January 1916. The 

stone building, built about sixty years ago, was five storeys high. Formerly a cotton mill it was taken 

over by the L&YR and used as a goods warehouse for Manchester Road station until all Burnley 

goods traffic was transferred to Bank Top station. (Manchester Guardian, 7 January 1916) 

Manchester-Bury electrification. (Engineer, p.34/6, 38; Engineering, 14 January 1916; Railway News, 

15 January 1916) 

Report on the Manchester-Bury electrification with reference to an article in the current issue of 

Engineering from which the report was probably used. (Manchester Guardian, 18 January 1916) 

Report of the Manchester-Bury electrification, including a description of the carriages. (Manchester 

Guardian, 19 January 1916) 

Manchester-Bury electrification. (Engineer, p.52/55, 62; Engineering, 21 January 1916; Railway News, 

22 January 1916) 

The Manchester-Bury electrification is complete with the exception of the power house at Clifton 

Junction. Experimental corridor trains of the new type are running on most days. The public opening 

has not yet been fixed. (Middleton Guardian, 22 January 1916) 

Manchester-Bury electrification. (Engineer, p.75/78, 86; Engineering, 28 January 1916; Railway News, 

29 January 1916) 

The new L&YR ambulance train will be on public exhibition at Manchester Victoria station on 

platform No.9 and No.10 on Monday, 31st January and Tuesday, 1st February 1916, between the 

hours of 11.00am and 7.00pm before being despatched for service in France. An admission charge of 

1/- will be made, and the proceeds will be devoted to the local hospitals and to provide comforts for 

our soldiers serving with the Expeditionary Forces. The train was built by the L&YR on instructions 

received from the War Office for an entirely new ambulance train for the use of British troops in 

France, and to include in it all the latest devices for the expeditious and least movement of wounded 

soldiers from the firing line. (Manchester Guardian, 28 January 1916) 

February 
A new ambulance train, constructed by the L&YR at their Newton Heath works for the use of the 

troops in France, was on view yesterday, Monday, 31st January 1916 at Victoria station. The train is 

of such a length that it had to be divided between two platforms. It consisted of sixteen carriages, 

with a total length of 313 yards and, when loaded, weighs 492 tons. The train differs from others of 

its class in several particulars. It is lighted by electricity, fitted with fans, and carries overhead 

reservoirs of water containing nearly 2,800 gallons. It is heated by steam […].The train will remain 

on exhibition today at Victoria station, and afterwards will be shown in several Lancashire towns. 

(Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1916) 

L&YR financial report and dividend. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1916) 

Report and photograph of the collapsed Penistone viaduct on Wednesday, 2nd February 1916. 

(Manchester Guardian, 3 February 1916) 

Manchester-Bury electrification. (Engineer, 4 February 1916, p.101/103; Railway News, 5 February 

1916) 

Extracts from the L&YR balance sheet. (Manchester Guardian, 9 February 1916) 
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Manchester-Bury electrification. (Engineer, 11 February 1916, p.125/8; Railway News, 12 February 

1916) 

The L&YR Company’s line from the Great Central’s main line station at Penistone to Bradford, via 

Huddersfield, is carried over one of the longest viaducts in the country. About 50 yards from 

Penistone station the viaduct commences its 300 yards span of the Don Valley, with the river 80ft 

below. It was built of a long series of arches, carried on stone pillars varying from 60ft to 80ft high. 

The width of the viaduct is about 30ft, with a double track of rails laid upon it. It was erected sixty 

seven years ago, and one of the arches carries the railway over a road – the main road from 

Sheffield to Halifax. A fortnight ago a slight crack was observed in the parapet wall, but an 

examination of the foundations of the pillars affected failed to reveal any ground for anxiety, and 

whilst repairs were put in hand the ordinary traffic was continued with caution. At 4.07pm on the 3rd

inst., a train from Huddersfield crossed the viaduct into Penistone. Eight minutes later, whilst 

shunting operations were in progress on the viaduct at the station end, the track was observed to 

be bending, and a hollow was formed. A warning shout enabled the two men on the engine to jump 

and run back in to safety. Then followed a crash. The viaduct was collapsing. Two arches and about 

30 yards of rail plunged into the valley. Momentarily the engine poised on the edge of the chasm, 

then fell into the ruin, burying itself in the debris almost to the bunker. When the disaster occurred 

the engine was in the act of backing a number of wagons into the station, but it wrenched itself from 

the couplings and the train was left in safety, though one wagon, derailed, remained on the bridge 

spanning the roadway for some hours. 

The viaduct was one of the means of communication between Sheffield and the Bradford district, 

and expressed from Bradford to London ran over it, passing from the L&Y system to that of the 

GCR at Penistone. Consequently considerable disorganisation has been caused. A portion of the 

wreckage fell against the support of the arch which carries the line over the main roadway, and as a 

precautionary measure this road was closed to all vehicular traffic immediately after the accident, 

but since then grave fears have been entertained regarding such this arch. 

As to the cause of the collapse, irresponsible rumours of a sensational character may be dismissed. 

The trouble will be probably traced to the effect of the recent heavy rains on the foundations of the 

column, together, possibly, with the strain of exceptionally heavy traffic over the high road. Beyond 

that, however, the result of the official inquiry must be awaited. (Engineer, 11 February 1916, p.135) 

L&YR financial report and dividend. (Railway News, 12 February 1916) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 16th February 1916. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 February 1916) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 16th February 1916. (Railway 

News, 19 February 1916) 

Manchester-Bury electrification. (Railway News, 19 February 1916) 

Manchester-Bury electrification. (Engineer, 25 February 1916, p.167/9, 176; Railway News, 26 

February 1916) 

Report of the annual general meeting of the Victoria station Lodging house for women, New bridge 

Street, was held on Thursday, 24th February 1916. Mr James, station master at Victoria station, 

stated that women employees, who had received special instructions to look after girls and direct 

them to safe resting places for the night, were doing excellent work in this way. (Manchester 

Guardian, 25 February 1916) 

The L&YR chairman stated that the viaduct at Penistone, which failed on 2nd February 1916, had 

been regularly  and frequently examined by the staff of the company’s engineer, and up to the 
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moment of the accident there was nothing whatever to indicate the likelihood of a collapse of the 

structure. The failure was due, not to any weakness of the arches, but to a movement of the 

foundations below the ground level, which could not have been foreseen. The necessary steps were 

being taken to reconstruct the viaduct as quickly as possible, but it was feared that the interruption 

of the service would cause considerable inconvenience for some months to come. 

Speaking at the L&YR annual general meeting the chairman made some reference to the congestion 

troubles and the subject of pooling railway wagons. He said that before such an agreement could be 

adopted, they had to consider the question from the point of view of the very large number of 

manufacturers working for the Government in order that the national interests should not be 

sacrificed to the clamour of other bodies whose demands were not wholly disinterested. The 

speeches of the chairmen of the L&Y and LNW railways should go a long way to show what 

immense difficulties the railways have had to contend with during the past twelve months, owing to 

enlistment and the extra-ordinary increase in the amount of traffic dealt with. It was inevitable that a 

certain amount of inconvenience and delay should have been suffered by traders and the public. 

(Engineer, 25 February 1916, p.175) 

The L&YR ambulance train success at Liverpool prompted a tour of stations in L&Y at which more 

than 46,000 people passed through the train. (Railway News, 26 February 1916) 

March 
A T Cotton, representative of the L&Y and LNW railways in Belfast and joint superintendent of the 

Belfast and Fleetwood steamers, has been appointed district traffic superintendent of the LNW at 

Abergavenny. He is succeeded by T Henshaw, district goods superintendent, L&YR at Liverpool. 

(Railway Engineer, March 1816) 

The first electric railway in Manchester. (Railway Magazine, March 1916) 

Manchester-Bury electrification. (Railway News, 4 March-1916) 

Basil Healey promoted to Liverpool district goods superintendent of the L&YR. (Railway News, 11 

March1916) 

The L&YR and four other companies (LNWR, MR, GWR, NE Railway) are, as an experiment, 

pooling open, deep sided, wagons of three or more planks, with doors on each side, specially 

marked with four white crosses on each side, which will be available for use as common stock. 

(Engineering, 31 March 1916) 

April 
Report of the death of Thomas Normington. (Engineering, 7 April 1916) 

Henley’s cables supplied to the L&YR for the Manchester-Bury electrification. (Railway News, 8 April 

1916) 

John Cross, station master at Maghull for 33 years retires. (Railway News, 8 April 1916) 

L&YR land between Seaforth and Waterloo offered to employees for allotments for a nominal rent. 

(Railway News, 15 April 1916) 

After experiments extending over some months, electric trains are now running on the L&YR line 

between Manchester Victoria station and Bury. At present only a partial electric service is in 

operation, and the majority of the trains are of the ordinary kind. (Manchester Guardian, 19 April 

1916) 
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The scheme of electrification of the L&YR between Manchester and Bury has now been completed, 

and a service of electric trains was commenced on Monday morning last, 17th April 1916, but the full 

service will not be available for some time. Each train consists of five cars and is capable of 

accommodating nearly 400 passengers. The time occupied on the journey, about 9½ miles, will be 

reduced by about twenty five per cent. (Engineer, 21 April 1916, p.347) 

Effects of the war on the Fleetwood fishing industry with catches down during the past twelve 

months to 233,839 boxes from 576,455 boxes in the previous twelve months. (Railway News, 22 

April 1916) 

On the first electric railway for Manchester the new trains are running with smoothness and 

regularity, and it is fully expected that the partial service will be converted into a complete one by 

July. (Manchester Guardian,. 28 April 1916) 

May 
The electric trains of the L&YR between Manchester and Bury were brought into use on the 17th

ultimo. (Engineer, 5 May 1916, p.377) 

F Law, district goods superintendent, and W Hudson, Southport station master, retire. (Railway 

News, 6 May 1916) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the works comprised in the formation of site for marshalling sidings and 

the construction of offices, etc. at Mytholmroyd. (Manchester Guardian, 9 May 1916) 

In the L&YR accounts for 1915 is an entry of £4,471 for horses. In the returns we see that the 

number of horses for road vehicles increased during the year from 1,903 to 1,963 and the number 

of horse wagons and carts from 3,305 to 3,334. The capital account also showed £3,195 for three 

motor lurries and twenty eight luggage drays. Raising canal banks and walls caused a capital 

expenditure of £1,738. (Engineer, 12 May 1916, p.399) 

June 
Electric working starts between Manchester and Bury; There are two wall maps of the L&YR system 

at each end of the booking hall at Victoria station, Manchester. (Railway Magazine, June 1916) 

The number of electric operated trains on the L&YR Manchester and Bury line has now been 

increased. The running time from Manchester to Prestwich has been reduced from 18 to 12 

minutes, (Engineer, 16 June 1916, p.503) 

It is stated that the repairs to the Penistone viaduct of the L&YR will be completed by August. 

(Engineer, 23 June 1916, p.523) 

July 
The Liverpool Overhead Railway. (Railway Magazine, July 1916) 

The L&Y and LNW steamship services between Fleetwood and Belfast have been fully restored 

following a labour dispute and the Irish troubles of Easter week. (Engineer, 14 July 1916, p.33) 

Joseph Mason has died aged 74 years. He was manager of the Goole Steam Ship Co. for 25 years 

until 1905 when the L&YR took over and he remained shipping manager until his retirement. 

(Railway News, 15 July 1916) 

Sunday trains on the L&YR Manchester-Bury electric line will be third class only. (Railway News, 22 

July 1916) 
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A mechanical indicator is provided between the loop and the up main line, 40 yards from Blackpool 

Central station signal box, lettered “Outlet Signal, East End, Off” which works in connection with 

the outlet signals from the loop at Spen Dyke Box. When the indicator shows that the outlet signal 

has been lowered, an engine driver is authorised to propel his train out of the loop without waiting 

for the exhibition of the guard’s or shunter’s hand signal. 

The up and down carriage loop between Bloomfield Road and Spen Dyke boxes is worked on the 

permissive system, and men in charge must carefully observe any caution signal from the signalman 

when entering the loop at Bloomfield Road. 

Labelling of ordinary trains to and from the Preston and Wyre line, etc. 

During July, August, and September all L&Y ordinary trains to and from the Preston and Wyre lines, 

Morecambe, and Windermere passing through Preston will be labelled with a distinguishing letter in 

accordance with the direction in which the train has to travel; 

“A” Up trains via Atherton or down trains to Talbot Road or Fleetwood. 

“B” Up trains via Bolton or down trains to Central. 

“C” Up trains via Farington Curve. 

“D” Up trains via E. L. or down trains to Lancaster and Carlisle line. 

The letters will be displayed on the front of the engines and on the front and rear vans. Down trains 

which divide at Preston or Kirkham must have the portions for Talbot Road and Central separately 

labelled, but the engines will carry only the letters indicating their destination. 

(L&Y Programme of Special Train Arrangements [Local Holidays] July 29th—August 4th 1916) 

August 
List of L&YR engine sheds. (Railway Magazine, August 1916) 

The Penistone viaduct is likely to be re-opened on Monday, 14th August 1916. (Manchester 

Guardian, 9 August 1916; Engineer, 11 August 1916, p.119) 

“Yorkshire” munitions factory explosion on Monday, 21st August 1916. A quantity of rolling stock in 

the (Low Moor) railway sidings was also destroyed by fire. (Copy scanned) (Manchester Guardian, 

23 August 1916) 

September 
Restricted Sunday services between Manchester and Bury. (Railway Magazine, September 1916) 

The armed boarding cruiser HMS Duke of Albany reported sunk by an enemy submarine, is no doubt 

the L&Y and LNW steamer of that name, which was in the Fleetwood-Belfast service. She was 

constructed in 1907, had an indicated HP of 8,158, and registered tonnage of 836. (Engineer, 1 

September 1916, p.189) 

W Cawson, in the L&YR chief goods managers department at Goole, awarded a posthumous 

Victoria Cross. He died of his wounds on 15th May 1915. (Railway News, 2 September 1916) [There 

appears to be no confirmation of this award nor any other award to William Cawson] 

[William Cawson was posted to France on 30th April 1915, was wounded on 11th May 1915 and 

repatriated; he died of his wounds at Newcastle on 15th May 1915. (Source Chris Laidler, Goole 

First World War Research Group)] 
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The Government Committee of Production has upheld a claim of the L&YR shopmen for an advance 

of wages of 1/- per week and 2½% on piece work rates as from the first full pay in June last. (Railway 

News, 2 September 1916; Engineer, 8 September 1916, p.213) 

November 
“Flatbottoms” on the L&YR. (Railway News, 4 November 1916) 

Oswaldtwistle District Council have prepared plans for a branch railway from Church to 

Oswaldtwistle and are appealing to the L&YR to build the line. It is said that local industries are 

adversely affected by the congestion at the railway sidings at Accrington and Church. (Manchester 

Guardian, 11 November 1916) 

Appliances for handling general merchandise – Oldham Road and Goole. At Oldham Road goods 

station, Manchester a very complete system of overhead electric cranes deals with all classes of 

traffic, and electric motor-trucks are used on the platforms to supplement the cranes for taking 

goods from one portion of the shed to another. The arrangements for handling, sorting, and 

delivering the goods are about the most perfect which I have met with. (Railway News, 18 

November 1916) 

Notice of the Sir W G Armstrong, Whitworth & Co. Ltd, railway in Clayton, Manchester, and 

making a connection ultimately with the L&YR near Park station. (Manchester Guardian, 20 

November 1916) 

Notice of the Levenstein Ltd. railway in Crumpsall, Manchester, connecting with the L&YR at 

Woodlands Road. (Manchester Guardian, 24 November 1916) 

December 
Report of improvements on the Holcombe Brook line and new station name boards between 

Manchester and Radcliffe. (Railway Magazine, December 1916) 

Southport Chapel Street station to be “closed” as from 27th November 1916. (Railway News, 2 

December 1916) 

Nearly 200 train services will disappear from the L&YR January 1917 timetable, together with an 

increase of fares of about 50%. (Manchester Guardian, 20 December 1916) 

The CLC Southport Extension Railway will be closed for passenger traffic as from 1st January 1917 

until further notice. Goods traffic will be maintained. (Manchester Guardian, 23 December 1916) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 30 December 1916) 
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1917 
January 

The L&YR will be withdrawing about 88 more trains from the February timetable. (Manchester 

Guardian, 17 January 1917) 

February 
The L&YR report. (Manchester Guardian, 7 February 1917) 

The L&YR report. (Railway News, 10 February 1917) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 14th February 1917. (Railway 

News, 17 February 1917) 

Description of the reconstruction of the L&YR Oldham Road goods station, Manchester, with plans 

and photographs. (Engineering, 23 February 1917) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 14th February 1917. The number 

of recruits from the company employees had now reached 8,000 of which 420 had lost their lives. 

There were now 2,400 women dealing quite satisfactorily with various sections of the work. 

(Engineer, 23 February 1917, p.177) 

L&YR returns for 1916. 

Receipts, £8,339,431; expenditure, £5,907,410; net receipts, £2,432,020 (for 1915, £2,417,666). 

Miscellaneous receipts, £186,497 (£175,692) part of this increase being due to rents from houses 

being £6,000 more, and a new entry of £6,983 for general interest. Other rents were £3,000 down. 

No appropriation was made to reserve, and the amount carried forward was £40,828 (£40,374). 

The rates of dividend were the same as last years.  

The capital expenditure for the year, after credit of £2,339 for lines jointly owned and £12,021 for 

horses is given, and amounts to £207,903. The largeness of this sum is, we suggest, probably 

accounted for by work for the Manchester-Bury electrification. The sum in question included 

£45,934 on lines open for traffic, £76,212 on rolling stock, £16,839 for goods and parcels road 

vehicles, £34,186 for electric power station, and £20,177 on land not used for railway working.  

On the credit side of the general balance sheet appear; cash £674,028 (£779,677); investments in 

Treasury Bills, £762,202 – a new entry – stock of stores and materials, £1,090,678 (£917,222); 

outstanding traffic accounts, £483,892 (£520,861); accounts receivable, £506,752 (£234,374).  

On the debit side there are; savings banks, £801,109 (£707,873); superannuation funds, £832,740 

(£799,603); accounts payable, £568,033 £441,401); liabilities accrued, £818,024 (£738,114); railway 

depreciation fund including arrears of work, £489,772 (£320,772); steam boat depreciation fund, 

£456,418 (£301,688); and general reserve, £105,000. (Engineer, 23 February 1917, p.184) 

March 
Letter from the L&YR to the Port and Transport Executive Committee calling attention to the 

facilities offered by the port of Goole. (Railway News, 3rd March1917) 

L&YR poster of Military and Naval Distinctions gained by L&Y men in the European war. (Railway 

News, 10 March 1917) 

A number of alterations are announced by the L&YR to come into operation in April, including the 

closing of ten stations, among them Britannia, Shawclough, Clough Fold, Daisy Field, Dicconson 

Lane, Hilton House, and Euxton. (Manchester Guardian, 22 March1917) 
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The first station mistress appointed by the L&YR at Irlams-o’-th’-Height. The station is staffed 

entirely by women. (Railway News, 31 March1917) 

April 
Locomotive Manufactories and Repairing Shops – L&YR. (Railway News, 7 April 1917) 

May 
J A F Aspinall appointed one of the Vice-Presidents of the Institution of Civil Engineers. (Railway 

Engineer, May 1917) 

Discussion on the better utilisation of the facilities at the port of Goole. (Railway News, 5 May 

1917) 

Channel steamers lost during the war include the Duke of Albany belonging to the L&Y and LNW 

railways. Two L&YR vessels are detained in Hamburg. (Engineering, 11 May 1917) 

June 
Report of the Armstrong Whitworth connection to the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, June 1917) 

A collision recently occurred in the Heaton Park tunnel of the Manchester and Bury electric line of 

the L&YR between a work train and a goods train. One man was injured as a consequence of 

coming in contact with the electric conductor rail. (Engineer, 15 June 1917, p.541) 

July 
J A F Aspinall received the honour of Knighthood. (Railway Engineer, July 1917) 

 J A F Aspinall knighted; Atlantics; Engine working from Bury; 0-6-0 shunting tank engine; Holcombe 

Brook electrification. (Railway Magazine, July 1917) 

New L&YR shipping shed at Goole with plans and photographs. (Engineering, 20 July 1917) 

Goole shipping shed constructed by E Ward & Co. Ltd. Ocean Iron Works, Ordsall Lane, Salford. 

The electric travelling cranes were designed and constructed by Craven Bros. of Reddish. 

(Engineering, 27 July 1917) 

September 
A Watson appointed Commander of the British Empire. (Railway Engineer, September 1917) 

L&YR Locomotives. No.1. E L Ahrons. (Railway Magazine, September 1917) 

The Controller of Shipping to meet a deputation on the subject of Goole and its facilities. (Railway 

News, 1 September 1917) 

October 
L&YR Locomotives. No.2. E L Ahrons. (Railway Magazine, October 1917) 

November 
L&YR Locomotives. No.3. E L Ahrons; Axholme Joint Railway; Horwich Railway Mechanics Institute 

winter session; New ambulance train from Newton Heath. (Railway Magazine, November 1917) 

A new ambulance train, built by the L&YR at their Newton Heath works, for continental use, was on 

show at Victoria station, Manchester. The Lady Mayoress. Lady Porter, formally opened the train for 

public inspection, and was shown through it by Mr Gobey, the carriage and wagon superintendent, 

under whose supervision it has been constructed. The train contains many improvements as 

compared with its two predecessors. It consists of sixteen cars with accommodation for 414 
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persons or 646 in emergencies. Two more ambulance trains are now being built by the L&YR. 

(Manchester Guardian, 13 November 1917) 

The L&YR have turned out another ambulance train. (Railway News, 17 November 1917) 

The new L&YR ambulance, No.42, is to be put on view to the public at several L&Y stations. The 

L&YR were the first company to put ambulance trains on public view, first in July 1915 and a second 

in February 1916. (Railway News, 24 November 1917) 

December 
The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 29 December 1917) 
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1918 
January 

Report of the exhibition of the L&YR ambulance train, No.42. (Railway Magazine, January 1918) 

Report on the growth of the port of Fleetwood and trade with Newfoundland. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 January 1918; Railway Magazine, February1918) 

L&YR Wyre Dock. (Railway News, 12 January 1918) 

L&YR report. (Manchester Guardian, 29 January 1918) 

February 
L&YR report. (Railway News, 9 February 1918) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 13th February 1918. It was stated 

that there are 4,377 women employed by the company. (Manchester Guardian, 14 February 1918; 

Railway News, 16 February 1918) 

The electric train services of the L&YR in Liverpool and Manchester  areas continue to work 

smoothly. (Engineer, 22 February 1918, p.163) 

Report of an ambulance train for the U.S. Army built at Newton Heath works. It is the sixth 

ambulance train constructed by the L&YR, two have been constantly used in Great Britain since 

1914, and four have subsequently been built for use on the continent. (Railway News, 23 February 

1918) 

March 
The L&YR has just completed, at its carriage and wagon works, Newton Heath, an ambulance train 

constructed by the company; two of these have been constantly used in Great Britain since 1914, 

and four have subsequently been built for use on the Continent. The latest train consists of sixteen 

bogie carriages, with a total length of 316yds, and weighs 442 tons. In general design it is similar to 

the trains previously built for the British War office to convey our sick and wounded soldiers to the 

base hospitals on the Continent. There are, altogether, 418 cots and berths in the train for patients 

and personnel, and when the bottom cots are used for sitting up cases accommodation is provided 

for a total of 650. 

The train has water supply system capable of holding 3,100 gallons. Electric lights and fans are fitted 

throughout, a bathroom is provided, and there is ample accommodation for stores. The letters “US” 

appears prominently on the khaki coloured exterior, together with the car and medical numbers. 

Every detail reveals the exercise of the greatest care and thought for the comfort of the sick and 

wounded, and the convenience of the medical officers, nurses, non-commissioned officers and order 

in carrying out their duties. Throughout the wards, pharmacy, kitchens, staff, personnel, and stores 

cars everything is artistically finished, and advantage has been taken of all the space to use it in the 

most effective manner. 

We are indebted to Sir John Aspinall, general manager of the L&YR Company, for the particulars of 

the train here given. (Engineer, 1 March 1918, p.181, 185) 

The L&YR chairman, at the annual general meeting, referred to those members of the company’s 

staff who were crippled whilst serving their country […]. These men, I need hardly say, receive the 

most sympathetic treatment, and every endeavour is made, in accordance with the terms of our 

promise, to re-instate those concerned in their former positions, and in any case every effort is 

made to find employment for them. (Engineer, 1 March 1918, p.185) 
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At an inquest on a boy from Manchester Grammar School it was stated that boys had been engaged 

in work at the Newton Heath works of the L&YR with the object of releasing men for the army and 

had been doing so for the last twelve months under the charge of masters and officials at the works. 

(Manchester Guardian, 28-March-1918) 

April 
L&YR ambulance train No.59. (Railway Magazine, April 1918) 

May 
Announcement of extensive reductions in the L&YR train services commencing 1st May 1918. 

(Manchester Guardian, 20 April 1918) 

A Watson has been appointed to the newly created position of assistant general manager of the 

L&YR, he retains his post of superintendent of the line. On the outbreak of war, with J A F Aspinall 

being held captive in Germany, Mr Watson was made a member of the Railway Executive 

Committee and on Sir John’s release, the value of his services was recognised by his being retained 

on the committee. (Engineer, 10 May 1918, p.405) 

A development that has been in use for many years in the Lancashire district, both for animal and 

motor transport, is the system known as “flats”. This arrangement appears to suit the peculiar 

conditions of the cotton goods traffic remarkably well. The horse wagon and motor lurries are fitted 

with standard sized detachable tops, which can be lifted bodily with the loads and placed, by means 

of cranes, direct into the railway truck or warehouse […]. The arrangement would seem to lend 

itself to considerable development […] for adopting this method in South Africa by means of electric 

hoists in combination with the rubber tyred tractor and trailer system. (Railway News, 18 May 

1918) 

June 
J A F Aspinall appointed President of the Institution of Civil Engineers. A Watson appointed L&YR 

assistant general manager. (Railway Engineer, June 1918) 

Report of the extension of the live rail to Holcombe Brook. (Railway Magazine, June 1918) 

The L&YR have devised a scheme for regulating holiday traffic to Blackpool and Southport districts 

on Saturdays which will come into force on 29th June 1918. (Manchester Guardian, 21 June 1918) 

July 
The new scheme of holiday traffic was introduced by the L&YR on Saturday last, 29th June 1918, 

whereby it is necessary for passengers to obtain a ticket in advance of their journey and can only be 

used on the train specified on the ticket. (Manchester Guardian, 1 July 1918; Engineer, 5 July 1918, 

p.9) 

On the evening of Saturday, 20th July 1918 a cloud burst occurred in the Todmorden district, the 

main effects of which were experienced on the east side of the Summit tunnel of the L&YR, where 

the line falls from the tunnel towards Walsden station and Todmorden. The railway line formed the 

principal path for the rush of water, and was consequently damaged, and trains were unable to 

proceed for some hours. (Engineer, 26 July 1918, p.75) 

August 
The rationing of passenger traffic from Victoria station, Manchester, to Blackpool and Southport has 

proved so successful over the Bank Holiday Weekend that the L&YR has decided to continue the 

scheme until further notice but restricted to Saturdays only. (Manchester Guardian, 8 August 1918) 
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Between forty and fifty passengers were injured yesterday morning, Monday, 19th August 1918 as a 

result of an electric train running into the hydraulic buffers at Victoria station, Manchester. Apart 

from a few broken windows the train was not badly damaged. The buffers were displaced and the 

timber work behind them was damaged. (Manchester Guardian, 20 August 1918; Engineer, 23 

August 1918, p.159; Middleton Guardian, 24 August 1918) 

The “rationing” of holiday traffic by the L&YR is said to have been a great success. (Engineer, 23 

August 1918, p.159) 

September 
On Saturday morning last, 7th September 1918 the mail train from Crewe to Leeds ran into a goods 

train from Goole to Brighouse at Heaton Lodge Junction. (Engineer, 13 September 1918, p.221) 

The L&YR announces that the system of rationing tickets which has been in operation during the 

summer season in connection with the holiday traffic to Blackpool and Southport on Saturdays, will 

be discontinued after tomorrow, 28th September 1918, and the ordinary method of issuing tickets 

reverted to. (Engineer, 27 September 1918, p.265) 

October 
An Electric Shunting Locomotive. (Railway Magazine, October 1918) 

Mr Paterson, district locomotive superintendent on the L&YR at Low Moor, will read a paper, 

District Supervision of the Locomotive Department of a British Railway, to the Institute of Locomotive 

Engineers (London) on the 29th October 1918 at the Philosophical Hall, Park Row, Leeds. 

(Engineering, 4 October 1918) 

Acting under medical advice Sir George Armytage has retired from the position, held by him for 

thirty one years, of chairman of the L&YR. The Board of Directors has appointed E B Fielden, the 

deputy chairman, to succeed Sir George as chairman. (Engineer, 11 October 1918, p.307; Railway 

Engineer, November 1918) 

November 
Report of the Institution of Civil Engineers presidential address given by Sir John A F Aspinall. 

(Engineer, 8 November 1918, p.401; Railway News, 9 November 1918) 

Presidential address continued. (Engineer, 15 November 1918, p.421) 

Notice of the L&Y and LNW railways Bill. (Manchester Guardian, 19 November 1918) 

Notice of the death of Sir George Armytage on 8th November 1918. (Engineer, 22 November 1918, 

p.439) 

The total staff employed by the L&YR at 1st August 1914 was 37,812. Staff enlisted up to 30th

September 1918 was 10,388. (Engineer, 29 November 1918, p.455) 

December 
Report of the proceedings of a case heard by the Court of Appeal on Tuesday, 10th December 1918 

into an accident to a passenger on a colliery train on the L&YR to Featherstone. The train, being full, 

a boy aged 13 was put, by a porter, into a guard’s van in which some thirty men and boys were 

already standing. At Featherstone, the other passengers, in their hurry to alight, pushed the boy out 

of the van whilst the train was in motion, severely injuring him. (Railway Gazette, 13 December 

1918) 

A striking instance of the value of fireproof doors was afforded by a conflagration that occurred on 

15th October 1918 at a large warehouse adjoining Bolton station on the L&YR, used for storing 
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cotton. This building consists of four storeys, comprising a loading platform on the ground floor and 

three upper storeys. The latter are divided into three sections by two party walls built up from the 

main girders over the loading way, these walls passing through the roof to a height of several feet. 

Three openings on each of the upper floors permit of railway trucks passing from one section to 

another, these openings being protected by double armoured fire doors of the automatic sliding 

type. It was on the top floor of the central section that the fire originated this and the top floor 

being damaged seriously. So intense, indeed, was the heat, that the girders supporting the floors – 

which were of massive proportions in order to carry the heavy weight of the loaded trucks – were 

distorted in an extraordinary manner whilst the roof was destroyed completely. Examination after 

the fire had been subdued showed that all the double-armoured fire doors were uninjured. These 

fire doors were constructed by Mather and Platt, Manchester, and consisted of several thicknesses 

of well-seasoned wood, tongue and grooved and secured by clenched nails. They were covered 

completely with sheets of tinned steel in such a manner that, whilst free to expand, they exclude all 

air and cannot become detached. By excluding the air from the wood combustion is retarded so 

effectively that exposure to flames for several hours results merely in the surface becoming 

carbonised. An attachment on the doors ensures that they close automatically upon an outbreak of 

fire, thus eliminating the human factor that fails sometimes at the crucial moment. (Railway Gazette, 

13 December 1918) 

Notice of the retirement of J A F Aspinall as from the end of January 1919. (Engineer, p.529; 

Engineering; Railway Gazette, 20 December 1918) 

A Watson appointed L&YR general manager. (Copy scanned) (Manchester Guardian, 21 December 

1918) 

The practise of white washing the edge of the platform is now common, but it is the growth of 

recent years. Our impression is that it was introduced on the L&YR some fifteen years ago, and had 

for its object the prevention of passengers stepping off the platform on to the line in foggy weather. 

(Railway Gazette. 27 December 1918) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 28 December 1918) 
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1919 
January 

A Watson appointed general manager of the L&YR in succession to J A F Aspinall who joins the 

board of directors. (Railway Engineer, January 1919; Railway Gazette, 3 January 1919) 

Trafford Park. (Railway Magazine, January 1919) 

Cloakroom tickets for shopping purposes. The L&YR have had an arrangement in operation for 

thirty two years, viz. since the year 1886, but their system seems to be somewhat simpler that that 

used on the London and South Western Railway inasmuch as no signature is necessary. Further, 

under the L&YR system one penny is charge instead of two pence […]. 

The procedure is as follows; 

1. The trader retains the white counterfoil. 

2. The trader gives the customer presents at the cloak room and obtains his parcel. 

3. The trader puts the third counterfoil on the customers parcel. 

(Railway Gazette, 3 January 1919) 

Thomas Pendlebury a L&YR engine driver who has retired after 48 years’ service completed 

1,378,000 miles of express work in addition to twenty years work on goods and slow passenger 

trains. (Engineer, 10 January 1919, p.35) 

Trouble is brewing on the L&YR over the introduction of the 47 hour week. Electricians at the 

Formby power house want to be treated as engineers and not as shopmen; as shopmen they do not 

get the 47 hour week until 1st February 1919. (Engineer, 10 January 1919, p.35) 

The sum of £140 has been raised at Sowerby Bridge by public subscriptions and presented in equal 

shares to two local railway officials, J T Smith and G Jones, in appreciation of their courtesy and 

helpfulness to the members of the public. Mr Smith has been in the service of the L&YR for thirty 

years, during the last eleven of which, until his retirement through ill-health, he has been station 

master at Sowerby Bridge. Mr Jones has been chief clerk at Sowerby Bridge for nearly thirty eight 

years and altogether he has been in the service of the company for almost half a century. (Railway 

Gazette, 10 January 1919) 

A list of munition factory explosions during the war include Gathurst Roburite works on 11th May 

1916 and Low Moor on 21st August 1916. (Manchester Guardian, 10 January 1919) 

T H Paternall, recently deceased, was with the L&YR from 1883 to 1886 under Henry Johnson the 

company signalling inspector. (Railway Gazette, 17 January 1919) 

The first section of the accommodation to be provided for the manipulation of the fish traffic, in the 

new fish dock at Wyre Dock, Fleetwood, belonging to the L&YR, was brought into use in April 

1908, but the entire scheme has only recently been completed by the construction, on the remaining 

length of the dock frontage, of additional accommodation.  

The fish dock has a water area of 15 acres with a total quay frontage of 2,600ft. The south-east side 

of the dock, a length of about 600ft, is used exclusively for coaling purposes. In order that the 

trawlers may get rapid and efficient bunkering facilities, three electrically driven transporter coaling 

cranes are provided, each of which spans two trawlers lying abreast, and at the same time wagons of 

coal standing on four separate sidings. Each crane is capable of handling 50 tons of coal per hour, and 
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can coal two trawlers simultaneously. The covered fish slades on the south-west and north-west 

sides of the dock have been in use for some time, and recently the slade and sheds have been 

extended along the north-east side of the dock, giving a total length of slade frontage of 1,740ft, at 

which trawlers can berth to discharge fish and receive supplies of water, ice, etc. The total area of 

the slades as completed is 14,450 square yards, of which 12,400 square yards are under cover. At 

the east corner of the dock two slipways, operated by electrically driven winches, are provided for 

the examination, repairing and painting, etc., of fishing vessels up to 650 tons weight. 

The new extension, 530ft in length and 70ft in width, is, as in the case of the former length, 

constructed of reinforced concrete comprised in piles, trestles, beams, and flooring throughout. The 

trestles are formed upon concrete piles, each 15in square, with concrete bracings, 12in by 12in and 

12in by 8in respectively, between supporting decking of concrete beams and slabs made monolithic 

with the trestles. The lower portion of the deck, 2½in thick between the beams, is of ferro-

concrete, on top of which is a thickness of 1½in granolithic finish of 3 to 1 concrete. The slade is 

constructed with a fall towards the deck of 1 in 20 to within 8ft 6in from the face on the quay, 

where a longitudinal cast iron grid runs along the whole length, and is fitted in cast iron frames 

moulded in the deck. From the face of the quay to the grid the deck has a fall of 1 in 42. The 

covered portion of the slade consists of a two storey shed, 52ft wide, supported on the three rows 

of 12ft by 6in rolled steel joists. The columns are spaced 20ft apart longitudinally and are connected 

to steel joists, both longitudinally and transversely. The roof principals are of timber, of the Belfast 

type spaced at 10ft centre and covered with felt laid on boarding. There are continuous skylights 

along the centre and sides of the roof, and ventilation is provided by means of louvers in the central 

lantern. The upper floors of the shed is reserved for the storage of empty fish boxes, and is divided 

into sections to suit tenants, each section being fitted with drop doors so that the fish boxes can be 

lowered on to the slade as required. On the landward edge of the stage a loading platform of ferro-

concrete is provided co-extensive with the adjoining site to accommodate fish vans and wagons for 

the dispatch of fish after the daily sales. This platform is roofed over throughout its entire length 

with steel principals supported on 9in by 7in rolled steel stanchions, and covered with corrugated 

iron. An electric pump is fixed for the purpose of drawing water from the dock for swilling the slade. 

The catches of the trawlers are discharged on to the slade in baskets lifted by the ship’s own tackle. 

The fish is then sorted by the owners according to class and placed in boxes for sale by auction on 

the slade. The loading arrangements for delivery to rail are of a convenient character. (Engineer, 17 

January 1919, p.55) 

February 
Report of the L&YR dividend and financial details. (Manchester Guardian, 28 January 1919; Railway 

Gazette, 7 February 1919) 

Report that Ashton Davies has been appointed L&YR superintendent of the line and S Hauxwell has 

retired. (Railway Gazette, 31 January 1919) 

Report of the retirement of J A F Aspinall. (Railway Magazine, February1919) 

Lieutenant-Commander W B Clementson, RNR, appointed L&YR marine superintendent of their 

fleet of steamers, commenced duties at Goole this week; T W Royle appointed L&YR assistant 

superintendent of the line. (Railway Gazette, 7 February 1919) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 12th February 1919. It was stated 

that steamers Rye, Unity, Don, Hebble, and Dearne of the east coast fleet had been lost whilst on 

Government service together with the Duke of Albany. 10,422 members of staff have served in 

various capacities in the H M Forces. (Manchester Guardian, 13 February 1919; Railway Gazette, 14 

February 1919) 
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The annual report of the L&YR Company says:-- “The proprietors will have noticed in the Press 

announcements as to the future control of railways. Those responsible for the management of the 

railways have endeavoured in the interests of the shareholders, to obtain some definite information 

from the Government as to their intentions in the matter, but, so far, without success. All that we 

know, to date, is that, during the recent election, a member of the Government intimated that it was 

the intention of the Government to acquire the railways, and whilst since then we have endeavoured 

to ascertain exactly what are the views of the Government, the only information we have is the public 

announcement made in the Press, that the Prime Minister, in an interview with a deputation from the 

NUR, is reported to have said that the Government contemplates the establishment of a Ministry of 

Ways and Communications to deal with the whole of the railways and the electrical industry both for 

transport and power purposes, and that a Bill conferring the necessary powers upon the Government 

will be the earliest measure introduced into the new Parliament, and will be speedily passed into law. 

It has not been possible to elicit any information from the Government as to the method of future 

control, nor as to the terms under which such control will be initiated or exercised.” We have reason 

to believe that the above statement was printed before Mr Bonar Law saw the chairman of the 

principal companies on the 26th ultimo. (Engineer, 14 February 1919, p.146) 

Paragraph on the late Sir George Armytage. (Railway Gazette, 21 February 1919) 

March 
Staff changes on the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, March 1919) 

H Manock, L&YR superintendent at Wyre Dock, appointed district superintendent of the Eastern, 

or Yorkshire, division. (Railway Gazette, 11 March 1919; Railway Magazine, April 1919) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the renewal of the bridge carrying the railway over the Leeds and 

Liverpool Canal at Sandhills. (Manchester Guardian, 08 March 1919) 

The L&Y and LNW railways are to seek a Bill for a short branch line from Thornton to Cleveleys to 

facilitate the Blackpool and Fleetwood traffic. (Engineering, 14 March 1919) 

In his reference to the death of Sir George Armytage who retired from the chairmanship of the 

L&YR in September last, and died on November 8th the chairman of the company, at the recent 

annual meeting compared the period when Sir George was made the chairman with that when he 

retired – for the latter the year 1913 would have to be taken. Comparing the figures for the year 

1887 and 1913, the net income grew from £1,831,000 to £2,602,000, the passenger traffic receipts 

increased from £1,557,000 to £2,877,000, whilst the goods traffic receipts similarly increased from 

£2,358,000 to £3,610,000. The earnings per passenger train mile grew from 3s 7.66d to 4s 5.57d, 

and per goods train mile from 7s 10.49d to 13s 0.6d. The expenditure in receipts of railway working 

rose from £2,120,000 to £4,230,000. The depreciation fund in respect of the railway, which in 1887 

was in debit to the extent of almost £95,000, showed a credit balance of 237,000. The steamers 

renewal and insurance fund had grown from £57,000 to £221,000, and other reserves had increased 

from £99,000 to £545,000 during the period referred to. The fire insurance fund had been increased 

from £90,000 to £197,000, and the amount standing to the credit of employees in the savings book, 

established for their benefit, increased from £17,000 to £569,000. (Engineer, 14-March-1919, p.249) 

Report of improved service to Blackpool. (Railway Gazette, 21 March 1919) 

Passenger traffic regulation as introduced on the L&YR is not likely to be adopted by other railways. 

(Railway Gazette, 28 March 1919) 

Report of an accident at Cornholme. (Railway Gazette, 28 March 1919) 
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April 
The L&YR carried 36,000 passengers to the first Grand National at Aintree since 1915. There were 

no special trains only those run locally. (Railway Gazette, 4 April 1919) 

Steamships taken over by the government include those lost, Rye, Unity, Hebble, and Dearne of the 

L&YR easy coast fleet and the Duke of Albany of the L&Y and LNW Joint services. The government 

has already paid over the amount necessary to replace those vessels. The L&Y Company will 

recommence the various services of the east coast fleet as quickly as the vessels are returned by the 

Admiralty and after they have been overhauled and repaired. (Engineer, 4 April 1919, p.329) 

May 
L&YR electric rolling stock, paper given to the Institution of Civil Engineers, by George Hughes. 

(Manchester Guardian, 9 April 1919; Railway Gazette, 11 April 1919; Railway Engineer, May 1919; 

Railway Magazine, May 1919) 

W Slater, deputy assistant goods manager retires after 53 years with the L&YR. J H H Bailey, chief 

clerk in the goods managers office has been appointed in his place. (Railway Gazette, 11 April 1919; 

Railway Engineer, May 1919) 

Many trains will be restored with the new timetable on and after 5th May 1919. The L&YR will be re-

opening the following stations; Bowling Junction, Daisyfield, Hilton House, Dicconson Lane, and 

Northorpe. (Manchester Guardian, 25 April 1919; Railway Gazette, 2 May 1919; Railway Magazine, 

June 1919) 

 J A F Aspinall joins the board of the English Electric Company; A Robinson, district superintendent 

at Mirfield since 1901 retires; Royton station to re-open, Great Harwood and Simonstone to close. 

(Railway Magazine, May 1919) 

Members of the Institute of Locomotive Engineers resident in the neighbourhood of Manchester met 

recently under the chairmanship of Mr George Hughes and decided to form a Manchester local 

centre. The chairman of the local committee is F W Attock, the L&YR running superintendent at 

Horwich. (Engineer, 2 May 1919, p.429) 

The rationing of the traffic to Blackpool on the eve of Good Friday and of the return traffic on 

Easter Tuesday was a great success. (Engineer, 2 May 1919, p.429) 

All Metal Passenger Cars for British Railways, paper by F E Gobey, to the Institution of Civil 

Engineers. (Railway Gazette, 2 May 1919) 

Machine Tools at Horwich works, L&YR; J Waring, L&YR storekeeper retires, F S Sharp appointed; 

A Watson, L&YR general manager, made the presentation at Hunts Bank to four colleagues on their 

retirement. (Railway Gazette, 16 May 1919) 

Signalling at Southport. (Railway Gazette, 23 May 1919; Railway Magazine, July 1919) 

June 
Holiday traffic regulation on the L&YR; Presentation at Hunts Bank on Friday, 2nd May 1919 to four 

officers of the L&YR who have retired after long service. (Railway Magazine, June 1919) 

Lord Leverhulme has leased from the L&YR a large tract of land at Fleetwood dockside with 

warehouse accommodation for the development of the fishing industry […]. The railway company 

will provide a new dock, with accommodation for about 300 steam trawlers, at a cost of about 

£150,000. (Manchester Guardian, 7 June 1919; Railway Gazette, 20 June 1919; Engineer, 27 June 

1919) 
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Joseph Ashton, of Wigan, a signalman on the L&YR has been presented with the medal of the Order 

of the British Empire for his services in connection with the enemy air raid on the Wigan mining 

district on the night of 12th April 1918. A bomb plunged through the roof of the signal cabin, crashed 

through the floor and buried itself in the cellar. Mr Ashton carried on duty until he was relieved 

three hours later. (Manchester Guardian, 9 June 1919; Engineer, 20 June 1919, p.607) 

Stocksmoor station has been re-opened for passengers; Burlington Road and Gillette’s Crossing 

halts have re-opened together with the rail-motor between Blackpool Central and Lytham, except 

Saturdays but open Sundays. (Railway Gazette, 13 June 1919; Railway Magazine, August 1919) 

Suggestion made that the railway lines from the L&YR near Vitriol Works, Middleton Junction, 

serving the aircraft buildings close to Gorse Mill, Chadderton, be retained now that the aircraft 

buildings are to be sold and used as a mineral station. (Middleton Guardian, 14 June 1919) 

The Institute of Locomotive Engineers visit Horwich works. (Railway Gazette, 20 June 1919) 

Lord Leverhulme has leased from the L&YR a large tract of land at Fleetwood dockside with 

warehouse accommodation for the development of the fishing industry […]. The railway company 

will provide a new dock, with accommodation for about 300 steam trawlers, at a cost of about 

£150,000. 

Lord Leverhulme it is known purchased the island of Lewis, and intends to develop the fishing there 

and to convey the fish by trawlers and fast steamers to Stornoway whence it will be sent to 

Fleetwood. (Engineer, 27 June 1919, p.630) 

The Town Clerk of Bacup has received a communication from the L&YR stating that from 1st July 

1919 a motor train service will be established between Bacup and Ramsbottom to connect with the 

Manchester to Accrington trains. (Manchester Guardian, 28 June 1919) 

July 
Power Signalling as a Factor in Railway Development, includes photographs at Southport. (Railway 

Magazine, July 1919) 

On the occasion of the miners’ demonstration at Blackpool on the 21st June 1919 the L&Y and LNW 

railways took 97,000 passengers in 130 special trains, which ran at three minute intervals, to Central 

and Talbot Road stations alternately. (Engineer, 18 July 1919, p.59) 

The American aircraft factory at Shaw is for sale. Sidings connect the factory with the L&YR. 

(Manchester Guardian, 26 July 1919) 

Petrol Shunting Engine by Motor Rail and tram Car Co. Bedford. (Simplex);  W Slater, former L&YR 

deputy assistant goods manager, retirement presentation at the Railway Clearing House. (Railway 

Magazine, August 1919) 

August 
British Railway Workshops in War Time. No.4. Horwich and Newton Heath. (Engineer, 1 August 

1919, p.104/5) 

The Blackpool traffic of the L&YR on Fridays and Saturdays in August, also on Saturday, 6th

September, is being “rationed”. Each passenger chooses the train to travel by and is then assured of 

a seat on that train. (Engineer, 8 August 19191, p.135) 

British Railway Workshops in War Time. No.5. Horwich and Newton Heath. (Engineer, 22 August 

1919, p.178/9) 
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October 
Railwaymen’s wages review. (Engineer, 3 October 1919, p.328) 

About 200 railwaymen at Middleton and Middleton Junction are affected by the rail strike. Conduct 

has been of an orderly fashion and there has been no interference to people taking away perishables. 

(Middleton Guardian, 4 October 1919) 

Report of an accident at Huddersfield station on 26th September 1919 when a L&YR engine and 

Great Central Railway train ran into a LNW troop train. (Engineer, 10 October 1919, p.359) 

November 
How the Business Line dealt with its Labour troubles. (Railway Magazine, November 1919) 

On several occasions the electrification of the Manchester to Oldham branch with a linking up from 

Oldham to Bury, and of the Blackpool to Fleetwood and Lytham branches, have been suggested, but 

no definite steps have yet been taken. A preliminary survey of the Oldham branch was made some 

months ago, with the result that some alterations were carried out at Werneth station platform, and 

the special carriages used on the Prestwich branch were tried on the Oldham lines. It is understood, 

however, that no decision has been reached by the L&YR. (Manchester Guardian, 6 November 

1919) 

One of the busiest sections of the L&YR is that between Manchester and Oldham, which, moreover, 

has some severe gradients, one being 1 in 27 for nearly a mile. The possibility of this line being 

converted to electric traction are very great, as it could be done in conjunction with the Manchester 

and Bury electric services. We understand that some time ago an electrically operated train was 

tested over the Oldham branch, and that the platform walls at Werneth were subsequently altered. 

(Engineer, 14 November 1919, p.489) 

December 
Report of an accident at Preston on 21st July 1919. (Railway Engineer, December 1919) 

J A F Aspinall resigns as a director of the L&YR, he has been appointed consulting mechanical 

engineer in the Ministry of Transport. (Railway Magazine, December 1919) 

The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 27 December 1919) 
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1920 
January 

Horwich locomotive works machine shop, includes photographs. (Railway Engineer, January 1920) 

A Modern Railway Goods Station in Manchester. Oldham Road. L&YR. (Railway Magazine, January 

1920) 

The L&YR Superintendent of the Line annual dinner was held at the Clifton Hotel, Blackpool, on 

Saturday, 20th December 1919; L&YR train services. (Railway Gazette, 2 January 1920) 

J H Bailey recently appointed L&YR deputy assistant goods manager has been appointed North 

Staffordshire Railway goods manager. (Railway Gazette, 9 January 1920; Railway Magazine, 

February1920) 

L&YR steam ships in war time. (Railway Gazette, 16 January 1920) 

The Aire and Calder Navigation is carrying out a modest improvement scheme at Goole Docks. The 

principal work is the extension of the Barge dock. The plans provide for a widening to 230 feet and 

a depth of 20 feet. Work on the western half of the dock is now practically completed, and the 

widening of the eastern half is to be put in hand almost immediately. New entrance locks as well as a 

dry dock form part of the complete plans and at a later date the lower end of the canal in the 

approach channels to the dock will also be widened and deepened. An extensive site has been 

reserved for a further large wet dock on the north side of the existing South Dock. (Engineer, 16 

January 1920, p.69) 

The railway embankment at Sandy Lane on the Middleton branch of the L&YR subsided on Friday, 9th

January 1920 when a platelayer discovered a hole in the ballast at about 4.00pm, on making further 

investigations a ten feet diameter hole appeared. The 4.45pm passenger train from Middleton was 

held and single line working was used at first but further subsidence closed the line until Wednesday 

morning when a goods train arrived at Middleton station. Passenger traffic was resumed and it was 

expected to re-establish traffic completely this weekend. During the week coal and goods traffic 

have been dealt with at Middleton Junction station. (Railway Gazette, 16 January 1920; Middleton 

Guardian, 17 January 1920) 

The very heavy rains that occurred in Lancashire a fortnight ago caused a slip on the Middleton 

branch of the L&YR, but ordinary working of the traffic has now been restored. (Engineer, 23 

January 1920, p.91) 

Report of an accident at Wakefield on 10th November 1919; L&YR publications; “The Breezy 

Northern Heights” and Ideal Residential Districts on the L&YR; Machine Tools and Appliances for 

Railway Work at Horwich; L&YR meeting report. (Railway Gazette, 30 January 1920)  

February 
L&YR 0-6-0 locomotive with spark arrester; Superintendent of the Line annual dinner. (Railway 

Magazine, February1920) 

Report of the L&YR finances. (Manchester Guardian, 4 February 1920) 

The report of a collision at Wakefield, L&YR, on November 10th has recently been issued. A GNR 

goods train was backing off a down loop across the down and up main lines into some sidings on the 

up side when it was run into by a L&Y light engine. The driver of the latter was considered by Major 

Hall to be to blame, also the signalman for not accepting the train under the “warning arrangement.” 

(Engineer, 6 February 1920, p.141) 
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Report of an accident at Wakefield on 10th November 1919. (Engineering, 6 February 1920) 

L&YR meeting report. (6 February 1920)  

Basil Healey appointed deputy assistant goods manager; L&YR Craven Bros. steam breakdown crane. 

(6 February 1920) 

L&YR school of signalling prize giving. (6 February 1920) 

Railway Power Signalling at Southport. (Engineer, 6 February 1920, p.142, 150/1) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection and completion of buildings for shunters, guards, etc. at 

Windsor Bridge, Salford. (Manchester Guardian, 10 February 1920) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th February 1920. The directors 

have decided to erect a war memorial at Victoria station to the 1,465 servants of the company who 

died in the war. The memorial would take the form of a bronze panel thirty feet long surrounded by 

marble, and with a granite base, the cost would be about £5,000. It was also reported that, following 

the success of the electrification schemes at Manchester and Liverpool, plans were being formulated 

to electrify the line from Manchester to Oldham and the conversion will extend beyond Oldham to 

Shaw and will include the Royton branch. (Manchester Guardian, 12 February 1920; Middleton 

Guardian, 14 February 1920; Engineer, 27 February 1920) 

L&YR shipping shed at Goole; H Manock appointed L&YR Liverpool district goods manager and G 

W Savage appointed Liverpool district assistant goods manager. (Railway Gazette, 13 February 1920) 

Short Histories of Famous Firms. No.2. W Fairbairn. (Engineer, 20 February 1920) 

[…] a few companies provide signals for shunting over points leading to the main line when they lie 

normal; one of these companies is the L&YR, on which it has been the practise for the last 35 years. 

Extract from a Board of trade accident report. (Engineer, 20 February 1920, p.193) 

Reference to long-burning signal lamps in use at Wakefield reminds us that the use of those lamps in 

England was originated by Raynar Wilson who brought some, the Dodson, from America in April 

1903. At Wakefield there are 200 in use. (Engineer, 27 February 1920, p.221) 

The east coast fleet of the L&YR, which survived the war, has now been returned to service and the 

cargo boat services to the continent have been generally restored. (Engineer, 27 February 1902, 

p.221) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 11th February 1920. The directors 

have decided to erect a war memorial at Victoria station to the 1,465 servants of the company who 

died in the war. The memorial would take the form of a bronze panel thirty feet long surrounded by 

marble, and with a granite base, the cost would be about £5,000. It was also reported that, following 

the success of the electrification schemes at Manchester and Liverpool, plans were being formulated 

to electrify the line from Manchester to Oldham and the conversion will extend beyond Oldham to 

Shaw and will include the Royton branch. (Engineer, 27 February 1920, p.221) 

Correction to L&YR shipping shed at Goole; More electrification on the L&YR. (Railway Gazette, 27 

February 1920) 

March 
L&YR steam ships and war service; L&YR school of signalling prize giving; L&YR publication, The 

Breezy Northern Heights. (Railway Magazine, March 1920) 

L&YR clerical staff. 
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Hours of duty; The ordinary rostered working hours of duty shall not exceed 48 hours per week, it 

being understood that in any office where the working hours as at 1st August 1919 were less than 48 

hours per week, they shall not be increased. 

Night duty; Where clerks are continuously engaged on night duty, i.e. commencing before 4.00am or 

ceasing after 10.00pm , they will be relieved, where possible, one turn of duty every ten nights. Where 

it is not possible to release a clerk under this arrangement, one day’s pay at ordinary rate to be given 

in lieu thereof. 

Overtime; Overtime worked in excess of the rostered hours whatever they may be, will be paid for at 

overtime rate with the exception that a clerk shall be expected to stay occasionally as necessary, up to 

half an hour beyond his ordinary days rostered hours without payment. 

(Circular to members of the Clerical Staff issued by the General Managers Office, Manchester) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the works required in the extension of Great Howard Street goods yard, 

Liverpool; for the works required in the erection, etc. of a footbridge over sidings adjoining the 

Railway and Aldam docks, Goole. (Manchester Guardian, 9 March 1920) 

The LYR last year carried practically the same tonnage as in 1913 but with a reduction of 1.25 

million train miles. (Engineer, 12 March 1920, p.273) 

H W Ellison, L&YR passenger agent at Blackburn appointed to a similar position at Manchester 

Victoria; Report of the L&YR passenger traffic regulation. (Railway Gazette, 12 March 1920) 

The regulation of traffic to Blackpool and Southport by the L&YR will be in force this summer. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 March 1920) 

Traffic on the electric lines of the L&YR in the Liverpool district continues to grow, and the 

company cannot face any further increase in the demands for power without adding to the 

equipment. It will be necessary, therefore, in the near future to modernise and extend the power 

house at Formby, which is now working to the full limit of its capacity. (Engineer, 19 March 1920, 

p.291) 

Report of an accident at Huddersfield on 24th December 1919. (Railway Gazette; Engineer, 19 March 

1920, p.291) 

Report on the L&YR passenger traffic regulation. (Railway Gazette, 19 March 1920) 

Wakefield locomotive men and guards employed on the L&YR struck work on Sunday night, 21st

March 1920, alleging an unsatisfactory working of the control system. Other guards came out in 

sympathy; yard men employed at Normanton and Crofton have also ceased work. Several hundreds 

of men are affected. The through services were maintained today but difficulty was experienced with 

local trains. A conference held today proved abortive but a further meeting is to be held tomorrow 

when a settlement is hoped for. (Manchester Guardian, 23 March 1920) 

A strike of locomotive and other men employed by the L&YR began on Sunday night at Wakefield 

and Normanton, and is still in operation. About 500 men have ceased work. The question at issue is 

the suspension of an engine driver, who, it is alleged, had not carried out an order for the railway 

company’s control department. On the main line […] through Wakefield, the service of passenger 

trains is maintained as usual, the drivers being supplied by sheds outside the Wakefield area, but 

local train services have been cancelled. The most serious aspect of the situation is on the goods 

side. Wakefield and Normanton constitute the most important centre for the south and west 

Yorkshire coalfields, and there is an enormous number of coal trains to Lancashire and adjoining 

counties. Those have been stopped, adding appreciably to the existing scarcity of coal […]. On 
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Tuesday, 9th March 1920 the railway authorities received a resolution from the Wakefield men 

stated to have been passed at a meeting on the previous Sunday, protesting against the punishment 

by a day’s suspension of an engine driver for refusing to carry out the “arbitrary order of the L&YR

control” and appealing for the payment of his days wages “failing which we withdraw our labours on 

Sunday, 14th March”. The complaint was investigated and the men at Wakefield brought other 

complaints in regard to the long working hours which they stated were in operation […]. Last 

Wednesday, 17th March the suspended driver was allowed to state his case before the railway 

authorities at Victoria station, Manchester. They found no reason to alter their decision, and nothing 

more was publicly heard of the matter until Sunday night when the men at Wakefield and 

Normanton did not appear for their turn of duty. In response to a telegram from the men on strike, 

A Watson, the L&YR general manager, consented to receive a deputation from the men yesterday, 

but after a conference which lasted for several hours no settlement was reached. (Manchester 

Guardian, 24 March 1920) 

The strike of L&Y railwaymen was extended yesterday, Wednesday, 24th March 1920, with men in 

other centres of the company’s activity ceasing work […] the L&YR issued a statement in which 

they say; “…With regard to the case of driver Oglesby referred to in the resolution, namely, on 29th 

January 1920, for refusing to carry out an instruction given by the control staff at Wakefield on 7th 

January 1920. On the latter date Oglesby signed on duty at 9.20am, after having had fourteen hours’ 

rest, to work a goods train from Wakefield to Barugh. He was instructed at 4.25pm to relieve the 

driver working a Wath to Horbury Junction goods train, the latter driver having already completed 

more than eight hours’ duty. At that time Oglesby had only been on duty seven hours five minutes, 

but he definitely refused to carry out the order. The result was that the men in charge of the latter train 

had to work it forward. They were on duty twelve hours thirty minutes, as compared with nine hours 

fifty minutes Oglesby would have been on duty had he carried out the instruction”. (Manchester 

Guardian, 25 March 1920) 

A settlement was reached yesterday in the Wakefield strike as a result of a conference in 

Manchester […]. The men returned to work last night […]. A statement was issued; “A Watson, the 

L&YR general manager, accompanied by Ashton Davies, the superintendent of the line, met Mr 

Abraham, the president, Mr Cramp, the secretary, and J C Allen and A Laws, members of the 

executive of the National Union of Railwaymen, at Hunts Bank, Manchester, this afternoon and after 

reviewing the facts of the case, decided to expunge the record against driver Oglesby, on his giving an 

assurance to his shed foreman that the action he took was not in defiance of discipline. This settlement 

has been arrived at on the understanding also that trainmen will continue to give effect to the 

instructions of the management through their “control”, and that they will do all they possibly can to 

co-operate with the management in dealing with the very large traffic requiring efficient transit on the 

railway in the national interests. Having in view the desirability of securing smooth and efficient 

working through the control system a committee of representatives of the company and of the men 

will be set up forthwith”. The control deals with the running and staffing of trains, and at Wakefield 

there are over 7,000 “turns” a week. In the view of the railway authorities the system works well 

but it is admitted that, despite careful watching there may be isolated cases of discomfort or 

inconvenience over a big area. The average daily time worked in a goods yard is 8½ hours for six 

days a week. (Manchester Guardian, 26 March 1920) 

L&YR services on the South Yorkshire joint line have been re-opened during the week only and 

those of the Axholme Joint line revised. (Railway Gazette, 26 March 1920) 

April 
Two L&YR men presented with awards in recognition of preventing an accident to a Blackpool 

express on behalf of the passengers. (Railway Magazine, April 1920) 

Report of the L&YR ambulance competition. (Railway Gazette, 2 April 1920) 
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H W Phillips, L&YR district goods manager at Manchester joined the company in February 1897 as 

clerk in the general manager’s office, transferred to the chief goods managers office in June 1902 and 

in October was made outdoor assistant to J Wharton the then goods manager and then went to be 

agent at Trafford Park on 15th June 1904. Twelve months later he was appointed company 

representative in Hamburg where he stayed for four years. On 1st January 1918 he was appointed 

assistant steamship manager for the east coast services until March when he became assistant 

district goods manager in Manchester and in February 1919 was appointed acting district goods 

manager then, in 1920, district goods manager in Manchester. 

R Blacklidge, chief clerk to the L&YR Wyre Dock superintendent E G Gartside, has been appointed 

the superintendents assistant. (Railway Gazette, 2 April 1920 

At Manchester Assizes, on Friday, 5th March 1920, Miss Jane Matthews, a machinist, claimed damages 

from the L&Y for injuries arising from the alleged negligence of the company in allowing ice to 

remain on the platform at Salford station. The plaintiff, when waiting for a train on Christmas Eve, 

1914, slipped on this ice and fell with great violence […]. The railway company denied negligence 

[…]. Mr Justice Bray, in giving judgement for the railway company, said the ice could only have been 

on the platform a very short time, and he could not find that there was any want of reasonable care 

on the part of the defendants. The railway company did not ask for costs. (Railway Gazette, 2 April 

1920) 

On 7th January a L&YR driver at Wakefield refused, after being on duty 7 hours 5 minutes, to relieve 

a driver who had already worked 8 hours. The result was that the latter driver and his mate were 

on duty 12 hours 30 minutes as compared with 9 hours 509 minutes which the other man and his 

fireman would have worked had they done as instructed. The disobedient driver was, therefore, 

suspended for one day. The enginemen at Wakefield and Normanton, intimated, as a consequence, 

that unless the suspension was cancelled they would come out on strike. The men saw the 

authorities in Manchester the following week, but as the punishment stood the men ceased work on 

Sunday, 21st January. On Thursday the 25th a settlement was arrived at; the record against the man 

was expunged on his giving an assurance to his shed foreman that the action he took was not in 

defiance of discipline. In various references in the press to this incident mention has been made of 

the “control”. This is an office which is in communication with all the stations, sidings, engine sheds, 

etc., on the line and regulates the loading and running for freight trains so as to ensure their full 

loading and quick movement over the line. The same office also watches the train-men’s time on 

duty and arranges for their relief in case they are unlikely to reach their destination within a 

reasonable turn of duty. The men at Wakefield have complained of the working of the control 

system, and that they appear to have some course for this complaint is suggested by the third and 

last paragraph of the settlement, which said; “Having in view the desirability of securing smooth and 

efficient working through the control system, a committee of representatives of the company and the men 

will be set up forthwith”. (Engineer, 2 April 1920, p.339) 

The L&YR again rationed its trains to Blackpool and Southport yesterday, the Thursday before Good 

Friday. (Engineer, 2 April 1920, p.349) 

The L&YR, in conjunction with the NE Railway, are to re-instate the sailings to Belgium via Hull and 

Zeebrugge from 15th May 1920. Weekend tours of the battlefields in Belgium will be introduced. 

(Manchester Guardian, 12 April 1920) 

T A Kenyon, chief clerk to the L&YR general manager, appointed assistant to the general manager; 

Presentation to B Healey, Liverpool district goods manager appointed assistant goods manager, H 

Manock appointed in his place. (Railway Gazette, 16 April 1920) 
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Report of an accident on the L&YR on Saturday, 10th April 1920 when the 9.05pm Manchester to 

Fleetwood train ran into the rear of the 9.05pm Liverpool to Blackpool train. (Railway Gazette, 16 

April 1920) 

Several wagons fell into Lamb Lane Miles Platting, during shunting operations at about 5.00am on 

Sunday, 25th April 1920, bringing down a tram standard and overhead wires. (Manchester Guardian, 

26 April 1920) 

As a goods train was drawing out of a siding at Miles Platting, L&YR, on 25th April 1920 the couplings 

separated between the ninth and tenth wagons from the rear. As the siding is on a rising gradient 

towards the main line, the nine wagons ran back into the buffer stops. These were destroyed, a wall 

in the rear was knocked down, and some wagons fell into the street. (Railway Gazette, 30 April 

1920) 

As a goods train was drawing out of a siding at Miles Platting, L&YR, on 25th April 1920 the couplings 

separated between the ninth and tenth wagons from the rear. As the siding is on a rising gradient 

towards the main line, the nine wagons ran back into the buffer stops. These were destroyed, a wall 

in the rear was knocked down, and some wagons fell into the street. (Engineer, 30 April 1920, 

p.449) 

The L&YR has increased its smoking accommodation, but has also labelled some compartments 

*Smoking Prohibited*. (Engineer, 30 April 1920, p.449) 

May 
Report of an accident at Wakefield on 10th November 1919. (Railway Engineer, May 1920) 

A large warehouse at Oldham Werneth goods yard was extensively damaged by fire during the night 

of Tuesday, 4th May 1920. Oldham fire brigade was assisted by those from Middleton, Platt Bros., and 

two brigades from the L&YR. Some 5,000 bales of cotton were in store in the building. Of the large 

quantities of water used some penetrated the electrical system causing an explosion which released 

damned up water, flooding several cottages over the road opposite the warehouse. (Photograph) 

(Manchester Guardian, 5 May 1920) 

L&YR publication; Continental Holidays. (Railway Gazette, 7 May 1920) 

The L&YR will be continuing their system of regulating traffic to Blackpool and Southport again this 

summer. (Manchester Guardian, 20 May 1920) 

Report of a weekend tour of the battlefields of Belgium introduced by the L&Y and NE Railways 

following the re-opening of the Hull-Zeebrugge sailings. (Manchester Guardian, 21 May 1920; 

Engineer, 25 June 1920) 

L&YR Goods Stations at Liverpool. (Railway Gazette, 28 May 1920) 

June 
Large boilers utilized by the L&YR on the 0-8-0 superheated locomotives, including drawings. 

(Railway Engineer, June 1920) 

Report of resumption of the Hull – Zeebrugge steamship services by the L&Y and NE Railways with 

a weekend trip on 15th May 1920 which included a tour of the battlefields and the Zeebrugge docks 

and a reception at Bruges on 16th May. (Railway Gazette, 4 June 1920) 

The L&YR successfully appealed against an order of the Manchester Profiteering Committee for the 

refund of 2/3d out of a charge made at the Victoria station dining room and restaurant. The total 

charge in respect of refreshments for four persons was 12/1d. The bill was made up as follows; 
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seven sausages, 6/-; four pieces of bread, 4d; six small cakes, 1/9d; chipped potatoes, 2/-; pot of tea, 

2/-. Evidence was given that the charges were only 50 per cent above those of the pre-war period 

and that the increased cost of commodities to the company had averaged 112 per cent. It was stated 

that on the restaurant last year a profit of only 2 per cent was made. (Manchester Guardian, 11 June 

1920) 

The L&YR announce that from 1st July 1920 the luggage in advance system will be re-instated. It had 

been suspended in December 1916 when the government took over the railways. (Manchester 

Guardian, 12 June 1920) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of a roof over the platform at Wilpshire. 

(Manchester Guardian, 14 June 1920) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the steel-work required in strengthening of the bridge carrying the 

North Union Railway over the West Lancashire line at Preston. (Manchester Guardian, 17 June 

1920) 

Report on the Dearne Valley Railway and station accommodation. (Railway Gazette, 18 June 1920) 

B Swinburne, divisional engineering assistant for the Western District of the L&YR retires after 

thirty years’ service. William Hepworth appointed to succeed him. (Railway Gazette, 18 June 1920; 

Railway Engineer, July 1920) 

The joint L&Y and NE Railways steamship service between Hull and Zeebrugge has been resumed. 

(Engineer, 25 June 1920, p.649) 

July 
The L&YR train leaving Liverpool at 10.40am, and Manchester at 11.30am for York will be continued 

to Newcastle instead of connecting with the 9.50am train from King’s Cross as from 12th July 1920. 

(Engineer, 2 July 1920, p.17) 

Regulation of high density passenger traffic on the L&YR. (Railway Gazette, 2 & 9 July 1920) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction and erection of shelters to platforms at Darton; for 

alterations to station buildings at Bamber Bridge. (Manchester Guardian, 8 July 1920) 

L&YR meeting report. (Railway Gazette, 16 July 1920) 

Three passengers were killed and one has since died from his injuries, in a collision at Lostock 

Junction, L&YR, on Saturday afternoon last. At this place there is a junction between the Bolton—

Preston main line and a line from Wigan. A train from Wigan had just left the station for Bolton and 

was crossing the line to Preston when it was run into by a train going to Preston. (Engineer, 23 July 

1920, p.85) 

Report of an accident at Lostock Junction on Saturday, 16th July 1920. (Railway Gazette, 23rd & 30th 

July 1920, 6th, 13th, 20th August 1920, 8 October 1920; Railway Engineer, November 1920) 

L&YR meeting report; Electrification on the L&YR. (Railway Gazette, 23 July 1920) 

The Government inquiry into the collision on the 16th instant at Lostock Junction, L&YR, was held by 

Col. Pringle, on Wednesday, the 21st, when the driver of the train from Wigan admitted that he 

started his train from the Wigan line platform without looking to see if the home signal was “off”. 

The coroner’s inquest was opened on the preceding day and adjourned until the 6th proximo. A 

fourth passenger has since died from his injuries. (Engineer, 30 July 1921, p.111) 
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August 
Report of an accident at Huddersfield on 24th December 1919; Route indicators at Manchester and 

Southport. (Railway Engineer, August 1920) 

Advanced booking of travel on the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, August 1920) 

L&YR holiday excursions poster. (Railway Gazette, 13 August 1920) 

The first excursion trains to leave Manchester since the war began left Victoria at 8.00am for 

Blackpool yesterday, Tuesday, 17th August 1920. (Manchester Guardian, 18 August 1920) 

The L&YR issues first class as well as third class tickets for the day excursion trains beginning this 

week. (Engineer, 20 August 1920, p.179) 

September 
Report of an accident at Preston on 6th January 1920. (Railway Engineer, September 1920) 

The Liverpool Goods Stations of the L&YR. (Railway Magazine, September 1920) 

In evidence at an inquest a driver stated that he drew out of the loop from Summit into 

Littleborough station then set back into the Co-operative siding. (Middleton Guardian, 25 

September 1920) 

October 
[…] On July 17th last, when a collision occurred at Lostock Junction station on the L&YR, in which 

four passengers were killed, ten were so seriously injured as to have to be detained in the hospital, 

[…] three enginemen were also injured. 

The trains concerned were a stopping train from Wigan to Bolton and a stopping train from Bolton 

to Preston. The former arrived first and stood at the Wigan line platform in the rear of the junction 

between the lines from Wigan and Preston respectively. As the Preston trains had to cross the path 

of the train from Wigan the signalman did not lower his signals for the former until the Wigan train 

was at rest. Just as the Preston train was approaching his box the signalman saw steam from the 

Wigan direction, and found that the train there had started against the signal. The trains met at the 

intersection of the Wigan—Bolton and the Bolton—Preston lines. One compartment in the leading 

coach from Wigan was crushed in and four in the leading coach on the Preston train and two in the 

next vehicle. The driver of the Wigan train had had his attention diverted whilst in the station by 

trouble with the injector on his side, and this, possibly, led to his starting his train on receiving the 

guard’s “right away” signal without looking at the fixed signal. 

Col. Pringle advocates automatic train control as the safeguard against such accidents, and adds that 

the general question of the desirability of the adoption of a system of train control is likely to be 

shortly under consideration. The driver stood so close to the signal that he could not see the arm 

through his glass owing to its height – about 30ft above the level of his eye. This fact led the Col. 

Pringle making some comments on the heights of signals. A long view of signals, such as high posts 

afford, is sometimes an advantage in the case of heavy goods and fast non-stopping trains, especially 

when there is a heavy rising gradient. In misty weather the advantage is largely lost, and, what is 

worse, the high signal is at such times frequently out of sight, even at short range. Co-acting arms 

and lights have then to be provided, which are expensive in first cost as well as in maintenance. They 

are also of doubtful service, at all events on comparatively level or falling gradients, if there be 

sufficient interval, having regard to gradient, weight of train, and authorised speed, but the distant 

signal and the stop signal in advance. Col. Pringle thinks, therefore, that, as a general rule, it is better 

practise to place running signal arms and lights at no greater height than is sufficient to ensure a 

good view by enginemen at from 200 to 400 yards. 
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Col. Pringle concludes his report by pointing out the advantages, as exemplified on this occasion, of 

the rule as to locking up the first two compartments. He mentions also  that although twelve of the 

thirteen coaches were lighted by gas, and although gas fittings were displaced there was no fire in 

the wreckage. A remarkable feature was that the only wheels derailed were those on the leading 

axle of the 2-4-2 type tank engine of the Wigan train and the front bogie of the coach behind it. 

(Engineer, 8 October 1920, p.348) 

L&YR coal strike services. (Railway Gazette, 29 October 1920) 

November 
R G M Laughlin, works manager at Newton Heath for eleven years has resigned from the L&YR. E F 

Merrett has been appointed in his place. H O Hill succeeds Merrett as chief draughtsman and J Airey 

appointed inspector of materials. (Railway Engineer; Railway Magazine, November 1920) 

E F Merrett appointed works manager at Newton Heath carriage works following the retirement of 

R G McLaughlin. H O Hill succeeds Merrett as chief draughtsman at Newton Heath; Report of an 

accident at Lostock Junction on 17th July 1920. (Railway Engineer, November 1920) 

Notice of an application intended to be made by the L&YR authorizing the company to acquire, by 

compulsion or agreement, the lands known as the New Bridge Street Workhouse. And to enable 

the Manchester Guardians of the Poor of the Manchester Union to execute a conveyance of their 

interest in the said premises to the company and to provide for the application of the moneys 

payable to the Manchester Guardians in respect thereof. Objections to be received no later than 

28th December 1920. (Manchester Guardian, 30 November 1920) 

December 
Report of the L&YR Educative Lectures dealing with the clerical work of the commercial section of 

the coaching department introduced on Monday, 22nd November 1920 at Manchester and Preston. 

A large number of students have enrolled and classes will be held at other centres. (Railway Gazette, 

3 December 1920) 

The Principles of Railway Operation, paper by Ashton Davies to the Institute of Transport. (Railway 

Gazette, 10 December 1920) 

A request to the L&YR for a halt at Middleton Road, between Crumpsall and Heaton Park stations, 

drew the response from the superintendent of the line that one was under consideration. 

(Middleton Guardian, 11 December 1920) 

Mr Arthur Watson, general manager of the L&YR, has been appointed to succeed Sir Thomas 

Williams, general manager of the LNWR, who retires at the end of the year, and the two Boards 

have agreed that in their joint interests Mr Watson shall continue as general manager of the L&YR. 

This joint appointment is particularly interesting in view of the government’s scheme to group the 

railways. Group One will include the L&Y the L&NW, the North Staffordshire, and the Furness 

Railways. (Manchester Guardian, 13 December 1920; Engineer, 24 December 1920, p.637) 

Report of the distribution of prizes in connection with the 1919/1920 session of the L&YR school of 

signalling which took place yesterday, Thursday, 16th December 1920. Of 207 pupils who presented 

themselves for examination during the session 186 passed. (Manchester Guardian, 17 December 

1920; Railway Gazette, 24 December 1920) 

British Dyestuffs Corporation Ltd. has deposited a Bill to take over the railways in Blackley 

constructed under the powers granted by the Levenstein (Ltd) Railways Act 1917 for the 

conveyance of traffic between the Levenstein works (now the British Dyestuffs Corporation, 

Blackley) and the L&YR at Woodlands Road station. (Middleton Guardian, 24 December 1920) 
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The L&YR invite tenders for painting stations. (Manchester Guardian, 24 December 1920) 

L&YR superintendent of the line dinner. (Railway Gazette, 31 December 1920) 
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1921 
January 

A Watson appointed general manager of the LNWR as well as the L&YR; A F Tattersall, who has 

been appointed GNR signal superintendent, served in the L&YR signal department between 1898 

and 1906.; Report of the L&YR signalling school prize giving; Management of a Locomotive Repair 

Shop, paper by H E O’Brien, L&YR deputy chief mechanical engineer. (Railway Engineer, January 

1921) 

A Watson, L&YR general manager, appointed LNWR general manager; The Importance of Signalling,

paper by Ashton Davies to the Institute of Transport. (Railway Magazine, January 1921) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of offices, shed, etc. at the wagon repair shop, 

Fazakerley. (Manchester Guardian, 15 January 1921) 

The report by Major Mount on the serious collision of September 25th at Whitehouse  Junction, 

Preston, L&YR, when a passenger train ran into a light engine, shows that the signalman failed to 

notice that the facing points lay for the main line and not for the branch. He intended the light 

engine to stand on the branch, but it was, in fact, on the main line, and the signalman failed to notice 

its position owing to the fog. The signalman, in accordance with Rule No.55, put a reminder on the 

branch line home signal lever; the fireman also went to the box, but he failed to notice that there 

was no reminder on the main line signal lever. The accident would not have happened had the track 

circuits, which were on order and which have since been provided, been installed. (Engineer, 21 

January 1921, p.66) 

Report of an accident at Whitehouse South Junction, Preston, on 25th September 1920. It was stated 

that the signal cabin had been moved from the up side to the down side of the line on 12th

September 1920. (Railway Gazette, 21 January 1921; Railway Engineer, February1921) 

A memorial was unveiled at the Goole offices of the L&YR on Friday, 14th January 1921 to the 

twenty officers and men who lost their lives when serving on the company’s steamers Hebble, Rye, 

and Unity, which were sunk through enemy action during the war. An address was given by the 

Vicar of Goole, Bishop Iliff, and the Reverent H P Fell, a local Primitive Methodist minister, assisted 

in the service. The unveiling ceremony was performed by Mrs Winterbottom, the wife of Mr G W 

Winterbottom, the steamship manager of the company. (Railway Gazette, 21 January 1921; Railway 

Magazine, March 1921) 

The Underfeed Stoker Company has recently supplied ash conveyors to the L&YR. (Engineer, 21 

January 1921, p.83) 

The LNWR will withdraw its Liverpool to Scotland service from Lime Street station and it will be 

concentrated at the L&YR Exchange station. (Manchester Guardian, 25 January 1921) 

Closer working arrangements have been introduced between the L&Y and LNW railways. Since 

April last most of the Glasgow and Edinburgh trains from Manchester have run from Victoria station 

instead of Exchange and now from Liverpool Lime Street station the few remaining Scottish trains 

are now transferred to Liverpool Exchange. (Manchester Guardian, 26 January 1921) 

Report of the death of Arthur H Johnson, whose father, Henry Johnson, was the first signal 

superintendent of the L&YR. (Railway Gazette, 28 January 1921; Railway Engineer, March 1921) 

F Shaw, station master at Exchange station, Liverpool, retires at the end of March after 49 years with 

the L&YR. (Railway Gazette, 28 January 1921) 
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February 
Notable changes in general managers; L&Y and LNW railways; L&YR school of signalling prize giving. 

(Railway Magazine, February1921) 

The L&YR dividend announced. (Manchester Guardian, 1 February 1921) 

Report of the Transport Congress which was held in Manchester. A visit was made on Friday, 28th

January 1921 to the L&YR train control system and school of signalling at Victoria station and on 

Saturday to the Manchester and Bury line and Clifton power station. (Railway Gazette; Engineering, 

4 February 1921; Railway Magazine, March 1921) 

Edwin F Stockton, of the firm Abbott and Stockton, elected director of the L&YR. His grandfather, 

Robert Stockton, was, for many years, an employee of the company, joining the service in 1840 and 

living, for some time, in the head offices at Hunt’s Bank. His father was, for a period of fifty six years, 

also in the company’s service. (Railway Gazette, 4 February 1921; Engineer, 18 February 1921, 

p.179) 

Locomotive Footplate Experiences, E C Poultney. Six journeys on the L&YR. (Engineer, 11 February 

1921, p.155/6) 

L&YR report. (Railway Gazette, 11 February 1921) 

The L&YR has issued a booklet to illustrate the efforts to educate their staff. (Railway Gazette. 11 

February 1921) 

The annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 16th February 1921. The report 

was devoted entirely to the future of railways. (Manchester Guardian, 17 February 1921; Railway 

Gazette, 18 February 1921) 

A new train indicator, installed at Victoria station by Benn and Cronin, faces the booking office. 

(Railway Gazette, 18 February 1921; Railway Magazine, March 1921) 

Henry Dalton, permanent way inspector for the Ormskirk district of the L&YR for the past 18 years 

has retired. (Railway Gazette, 18 February 1921) 

March 
Report of the death of A H Johnson who commenced his railway career in the Locomotive, Signal 

and Telegraph Department of the L&YR. (Railway Engineer, March 1921) 

James Abram appointed station master at Exchange station, Liverpool. He has been station master at 

Blackburn since 1st January. James Hopwood appointed in his place. (Railway Gazette, 04 March 

1921) 

Elwell-Parker electric trucks used by the L&YR. (Engineer, 25 March 1921, p.318) 

At a meeting to endeavour to have the platforms at New Lane station raised it was revealed that the 

L&YR intend to reconstruct and electrify the line from Ormskirk to Southport. (Railway Gazette, 25 

March 1921) 

L&YR steamers lost during the war; Don, torpedoed off Blyth on 8th May 1915; Dearne, detained at 

Hamburg and lost while in the enemy’s hands 22nd December 1915; Hebble, mined off Sunderland 6th

May 1917; Rye, torpedoed between Newhaven and France 7th April 1918; Unity, torpedoed between 

Newhaven and Calais 2nd May 1918; Duke of Albany, torpedoed in the North Sea 24th August 1916. 

(Railway Gazette, 25 March 1921) 
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Notice issued by R C Irwin, secretary of the L&YR; “I am instructed by my directors to inform you 

that, subject to the approval of the shareholders of each company and the necessary legal sanction, a 

provisional agreement has been entered into for the acquisition of the L&YR by the LNWR. Particulars 

of the terms which have been agreed to will be communicated to the shareholders at the earliest date.” 

(Manchester Guardian, 26 March 1921) 

April 
The Work of the L&YR School of Signalling. (Railway Magazine, April 1921) 

Report of the amalgamation of the L&Y and the LNW railways. (Engineer, 1 April 1921, p.358) 

After Fifty Years – proposed amalgamation of the L&Y and LNW railways. Historical sketch and list 

of officials of both companies (Some pages cut out); L&YR annual ambulance competition. (Railway 

Gazette, 1 April 1921 

Terms of proposed amalgamation of the L&Y and LNW railways. (Railway Gazette, 8 April 1921; 

Engineer, 15 April 1921, p.405) 

As indicative of the value of the passenger traffic of the L&Y Company it may be remarked that it has 

more 1st class season ticket holders than any other company. (Engineer, 8 April 1921, p.377) 

Mention of the death of Oliver Winder, formerly assistant to the L&YR chief mechanical engineer, 

who was instrument in introducing superheating on British railways. He went to Belgium in 1905 and 

following his report the L&YR fitted superheating to two 0-6-0 goods engines, probably the first to 

fitted in this country. (Engineer, 8 April 1921, p.377) 

Tests of the L&YR converted Hughes 4-6-0 passenger engine No.1522. (Engineer, p.410/11; Railway 

Gazette, 15 April 1921) 

L&YR and road motor services. (Railway Gazette, 15 April 1921) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the erection of division walls, etc. in the cotton shed at Oldham Werneth. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 April 1921) 

Some advantages of Control as applied to Traffic on Railways, paper by A Watson to the Institute of 

Transport on 8th April 1921. (Railway Gazette; Engineering, 22 April 1921; Engineer, 6 May 1921; 

Railway Magazine, June 1921) 

Ransomes, Sims & Jeffries Ltd, have recently secured an order from the L&YR for four 2½ ton 

electric chassis. (Railway Gazette, 29 April 1921) 

The L&YR increased its capital expenditure on road vehicles used in the collection and delivery of 

parcels and goods and in the conveyance of passengers by £105,614 last year. This was on 84 motor 

lorries, 2 electric wagons, 28 lorries, 12 Sentinel steam lorries, and 1 petrol road tractor. This 

capital item now stands at £309,106. The item for horses was credited with £28,246 and now stands 

at £91,923 for 1,513 horses, 87 for shunting, as against 1,967, 91 for shunting. (Engineer, 29 April 

1921, p.459) 

May 
A Great Railway Combination, the proposed amalgamation of the L&YR and LNW railways. (Railway 

Magazine, May 1921) 

 At the Institute of Transport on Monday April 18th Mr Arthur Watson, the general manager of the 

LNW and L&Y Railways, read a paper on “Some Advantages of Control as applied to Traffic on 

Railways.” This is the system whereby all stations, signal boxes, etc., are in communication with a 
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centre which receives inquiries and gives instructions as to the loading of traffic, movement of trains, 

supply of engine power and wagons, relief train men, etc. (Engineer, 6 May 1921, p.485) 

One of the most interesting points brought out in Mr Watson’s paper on “Transport” read before 

the Manchester Statistical Society, was that, with electrification of railways the demand for power 

was between eight and nine in the morning and five and seven in the evening – periods when 

otherwise the demand for power was smallest. Eighteen per cent of every day’s passenger traffic was 

handled during that hour in the morning and 24 per cent during the evening. (Engineer, 6 May 1921, 

p.485) 

Railwaymen’s views of the L&YR train control; dispute at Wakefield. (Railway Gazette, 13 May 1921) 

The LNWR have recently adopted a daily service of box containers for the carriage of goods and 

parcels traffic between London and Belfast via Fleetwood. (Engineering, 13 May 1921) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the works required in the foundations for rotary converters, etc. at the 

electric sub-stations at Seaforth and Bank Hall. (Manchester Guardian, 14 May 1921) 

June 
The L&Y and NE Railways, joint steam ship service between Hull and Zeebrugge resumed. (Railway 

Magazine, June 1921) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of foundations for a 2,000kw turbo-alternator at the 

electric power station, Formby. (Manchester Guardian, 11 June 1921) 

During the weekend Woodlands Road signal cabin was destroyed by fire at about midnight on 

Saturday, 18th June 1921. Telephone wires were cut between Victoria station and Bury and between 

Middleton Junction and Slattocks. The signalman at Woodlands Road goes off duty at 10.00pm. The 

cabin was saturated with paraffin and set alight shortly afterwards. Police were seeking two men 

who were seen nearby. (Manchester Guardian, 20 June 1921; Railway Gazette, 24 June 1921) 

July 
Report of the L&YR head office athletic festival at Blackpool. Report of the Newton Heath carriage 

and wagon department sports gala. (Railway Gazette, 15 July 1921) 

Report of Manchester Lord Mayor’s pageant on 2nd July 1921. The L&YR was represented by a 

tableau symbolical of “modern control” mounted on a motor lorry and trailer with four members of 

the control office staff demonstrating the method of working. (Railway Gazette, 15 July 1921) 

Report of the L&YR Liverpool goods department athletic festival at Blackpool. (Railway Gazette, 22 

July 1921) 

On May 23rd at 10.55pm a slight collision occurred in the Victoria station, Manchester, of the L&YR 

Company. Some empty carriages were standing at the outgoing end of No.23 road. The platform 

signal box signals should have protected them, but owing to the coal stoppage the box had been 

closed at 10.00pm, and the signals lowered. The train was admitted into the station by a caution 

signal given by the box there, and the driver proceeded with care until he saw the platform box 

signal “off”, when he went ahead and caused the collision. Notification of the earlier closing of the 

box had been given by a type written circular of many pages. But Major Mount, in his report, just 

issued, on the collision, said, “This circular, however, had not been brought to the notice of drivers.” The 

company now proposes to track-circuit this end and other through platform lines, remove the 

platform signal box and its signals, and provide illuminated diagrams in the two boxes at the ends of 

the station. (Engineer, 29 July 1921, p.125) 
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August 
New L&YR posters, “Modern Control” and “Arrive on Time”. (Railway Gazette, 5 August 1921; Railway 

Magazine, September 1921) 

Report of an accident at Dobbs Brow on 30th March 1921. (Railway Gazette, 5 August 1921; Railway 

Engineer, September 1921) 

The L&YR announce a reduction in the charges for traders’ tickets. (Railway Gazette, 19 August 

1921) 

September 
Report of an accident at Victoria station on 23rd May 1921. […] what is of more general interest is 

that the Platform signal box and its signals are to be eliminated and the platform roads concerned 

track circuited, with illuminated diagrams, recording their condition, provided in the two boxes, 

Irwell Bridge and Victoria East Junction. It may be added that this box was provided after a fatal 

collision in December 1897 so that the signalman could keep the boxes outside advised as to the 

extent to which the lines were clear. We would also observe that over twenty years ago the 

operating and engineering staff of the L&YR had under consideration the track circuiting of these 

platform roads, and so controlling the signals, that were the line clear throughout the top arm and 

lower distant would fall, if the road were clear for nearly the whole length of the platform the top 

arm only would come “off” but if there was a train already at the platform only the calling on arm 

could be lowered. At that time though, the Mansell wheel difficulty was thought to be 

unsurmountable, especially as the roads in question were used extensively by North Western and 

Midland vehicles. (Railway Gazette, 2 September 1921) 

The L&Y and LNW railways inaugurated on Friday, 2nd September 1921 a special day excursion from 

various Lancashire stations to London leaving Victoria station at midnight on Friday returning from 

Euston at 11.50pm Saturday evening. (Railway Gazette, 9 September 1921) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of the super-structure of the bridge carrying the 

Wakefield and Weeland over the L&YR at Knottingley. (Manchester Guardian, 13 September 1921) 

Report of the L&YR school of signalling prize giving. (Railway Gazette, 30 September 1921) 

October 
Reports of accidents at Victoria on 23rd May 1921 and St Lukes, Southport, on 3rd July 1921. (Railway 

Engineer, October 1921) 

Notice of extension of time for Railway No.3 at Royton in the L&YR Act 1915 until 16th August 

1923. (Manchester Guardian, 7 October 1921)  

Report of an accident at St Lukes on 3rd July 1921. (Railway Gazette, 16 September 1921; Railway 

Engineer, October 1921) 

November 
It is expected that the amalgamation of the L&Y and LNW railways would result in many changes, 

one of the most important is the substitution of one station for Victoria and Exchange stations in 

Manchester, but, at present, what is being done is the extension of Victoria station by taking in the 

old premises of the Manchester Workhouse, New Bridge Street, which will probably be converted 

into offices. (Manchester Guardian, 1 November 1921) 

The proposed union of the Manchester Victoria and Exchange stations, which was announced for 

the first time on Tuesday, 1st November 1921, has aroused much interest. Although it may not be 

carried into effect for some time owing to the general unsettled railway situation, the question of 
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cost scarcely enters into the operation. No structural alterations appear to be necessary in the initial 

stages. The running track is in existence between the two stations, and there is a connecting road of 

fair width for passengers and luggage. On both the Victoria and Exchange sides, space exists for 

further widening. If more extensions become necessary the only difficulty in the way is the crossing 

of Great Ducie Street and the river, which would require further bridging. The river cuts off a direct 

approach from the street to Exchange station, and it is suggested that the approach here could be 

made as part of a bigger scheme for covering in the river not only at this point but on both sides of 

the existing approach to the station, facing the Cathedral. This would not only allow of a wider 

connection between the two stations and an enlargement of the side of the present Exchange 

station, but would give an open space where it is much required for traffic purposes. Victoria station 

is already the sixth largest station in the Kingdom and its union with Exchange would, under existing 

circumstances, place it third or fourth. The union would probably produce an enormous increase in 

traffic, as it would allow direct and through services between Lancashire, Yorkshire and the North 

of England generally on one side and all parts of Wales and Ireland on the other. (Manchester 

Guardian, 3 November 1921) 

Report of the L&YR commercial classes for clerical staff prize giving. (Railway Gazette, 4 November 

1921) 

The L&YR invite tenders for the construction of a subway for the Manchester Corporation fourth line 

of water pipe (Thirlmere Aqueduct) under the railway at Horwich; for the construction of footbridges 

at England Lane and Womersley Road level crossings, Knottingley. (Manchester Guardian, 5 

November 1921) 

Report of the L&YR Newton Heath carriage and wagon department ambulance corps concert which 

took place on 3rd November 1921. (Railway Gazette, 11 November 1921) 

At a special meeting of the L&YR held on Thursday, 13th November 1921 at Hunts Bank approval 

was given for a preliminary scheme for the amalgamation with the LNW and will have effect from 1st

January 1922. (Long report) Manchester Guardian, 14 November 1921; Railway Gazette; Engineer, 

25 November 1921, p.567) 

On the L&YR the first class luncheon will be reduced from 4/- to 3/6d and the third class luncheon 

from 3/6d to 3/-. (Engineer, 18 November 1921, p.539) 

The L&YR Remembrance Day service took place at the goods managers department memorial tablet 

on the Victoria station concourse. Armistice Day was observed in the superintendent of the line 

office and ex-service men of the head office took part in the observance at a gathering in Albert 

Square, Manchester. (Railway Gazette, 18 November 1921) 

Extracts of a review of locomotive boiler explosions. The most interesting case was that of 

an L&Y engineer, the boiler of which exploded 2 miles 70 chains on the Goole side of Knottingley 

on March 11th 1901. The interest lay in the fact that it was one of the late H A Hoy’s big boilers, of 

which at that time there were forty, the first having been made in February, 1899. The engine was 

one of twenty big goods engines of the 0-8-0 class, and had been in use since the previous August 

21st having mean while run 15,007 miles. The engine, travelling tender first, was drawing fifty two 

loaded coal wagons and a 20ton brake, the total weight amounting to nearly 1,000 tons. The train 

had been descending a gradient varying from 1 in 143 to 1 in 348 for 2,618 yards, then on the level 

for 594 yards, and had travelled 858 feet on a rising gradient of 1 in 150, and was running at 20 miles 

per hour when the explosion occurred. The boiler was lifted completely off the frame, and thrown 

backwards and to the left side of the line, pitching in a field about 50 yards away. The engine was 

derailed on all wheels, and the framing bent outwards, more particularly towards the rear. The 

driver and fireman were killed. 



1910 - 1922 

1041 

A few months after this engine, No.676, began running, leakages from the tube ends and side stays in 

the fire box became frequent. One stay on the left side was renewed during the week ending 

December 15th and another a fortnight later; in the week ending January 31st one on the right side 

was renewed. Three weeks later six stays on the right side and two on the left were renewed; five 

of these were cracked and three were broken. The six stays referred to form a group and the plate 

was bulged. Notwithstanding the above repairs, reports by the drivers of leakages were most 

frequent, no less than twenty nine entries, referring to leakages from the fire box having been made 

in the report book at Goole between January 3rd and March 6th inclusive. Some of the leakages were 

described as “bad” and others as “very bad.” On January 28th a loaded train was left at 

Glasshoughton because the driver could not get sufficient steam to start the train owing to leakages 

in the fire box, whilst on March 8th the loading of a train had to be reduced for the same reason. 

Mr Hoy, the then chief mechanical engineer, whilst making no definite statement at the Board of 

Trade inquiry, gave expression at the inquest to the opinion that the explanation was due to 

shortness of water. He admitted there was no evidence of overheating of the crown plate, except 

that the centre fusible plug was melted. Against the fact of the centre fusible plug being found 

melted, it is stated that neither of the other plugs were melted, and that the left one would have 

been much more bare of water than the centre one at the time of the explosion, and the inspecting 

officer said that it was due to the memory of the two enginemen that it should be said that there 

was no evidence to show that the explosion was because of any want of care or attention on their 

part. The conclusion of the inquiry was that the material of the fire box stays – an alloy of copper 

62lb, zinc 38lb, and iron 6ozs – was unsuitable, and that though its tensile strength was high when 

cold, yet it became weak at the temperature that it was exposed to in the side of a fire box. He 

report concluded with the observation that the hydraulic test of 220lb was unusually low, and should 

be considerable increased. 

On April 9th 1906 there was an explosion in a  fire box on a 2-4-2 tank engine on the L&YR near 

The Oaks station. A large bulge, measuring 3ft 2in in length, 2ft 8in in width, and 5in in depth, was 

formed in the crown of the fire box, owing to the failure, through overheating, of a group of sixty 

stays. The overheating was due to an accumulation of loose scale on the fire box crown, which had 

been inadvertently or carelessly overlooked when the boiler was cleaned and washed out five days 

before. The driver was uninjured on this occasion, and there was no material damage except to the 

boiler. (Engineer, 25 November 1921, p.565) 

At a special meeting of the L&YR held on Thursday, 13th November 1921 at Hunts Bank approval 

was given for a preliminary scheme for the amalgamation with the LNW and will have effect from 1st

January 1922. (Engineer, 25 November 1921, p.567) 

December 
The L&YR invite tenders for the works required in the improvement of the sanitary accommodation at 

the Stores Department, Miles Platting. (Manchester Guardian, 10 December 1921) 

Two reports of the appointment of officials in the amalgamation of the L&Y and LNW railways. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 December 1921) 

Report of the L&YR ambulance centre long service awards. (Railway Gazette, 16 December 1921) 

Control in a Railway Iron and Steel Foundry, paper by G N Shawcross, Horwich works. (Engineering, 16 

December 1921) 

“Origins of the L&YR “, long report of early railway development. (Manchester Guardian, 17 

December 1921) 
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The L&YR Liverpool district goods managers staff dinner was held at Exchange Station Hotel on 16th

December 1921; The L&Y/LNW railways preliminary scheme approved by the Railway 

Amalgamation Tribunal; Re-organization of the LNWR. (Railway Gazette, 23 December 1921) 

Statement issued by the LNW on the re-organization under the amalgamation scheme with the 

L&YR. Long report including staff appointments. (Manchester Guardian, 23 December 1921) 

Formal approval of the amalgamation between the L&Y and LNW railways. Many changes in the 

administration listed. (Engineer, 30 December 1921, p.700) 

Personnel, with photographs, affected by the amalgamation of the L&Y and LNW railways; 

Announcement of the L&YR directors who will join the LNW board on 1st January 1922; The annual 

dinner of the L&YR superintendent of the line staff was held on 17th December 1921 at the Palace 

Hotel, Southport. (Railway Gazette, 30 December 1921) 
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1922 
January 

The End of the L&YR. A year ago, we alluded to the appointment of Arthur Watson, the general 

manager of the L&Y, to be the general manager of the LNW also. At that time the principle of 

grouping, put forward by the Minister of Transport in June 1920, in his outline of policy, had been 

generally accepted by the railway companies. The L&Y was to go into the same group as the LNW, 

and Mr Watson’s appointment was regarded as in anticipation of this event. The two companies did 

not, however, wait for Sire Eric Geddes’ Bill but, on the eve of Easter, announced that terms of 

amalgamation had been agreed. The Railways Act gave the necessary powers for such an 

amalgamation […]. On December 20th the last stage was reached, and formal approval was given by 

the tribunal. It was announced that the amalgamation would come into force as from January 1st

1922. For the operation, the combined railway has been divided into two divisions – a northern and 

southern – with Crewe as the dividing point. Euston will be the headquarters of the southern 

division, and the former chief offices of the L&YR at Manchester the headquarters of the northern 

division. The chief engineering system is under E C Trench, and the mechanical engineering under 

George Hughes.    (Engineer, 6 January 1922, p.1/2) 

Early on the morning of the 9th instant, a goods train travelling between Rose Grove and 

Todmorden, on what has now become the LNWR, became divided. When on the falling gradient 

near Portsmouth the rear portion, consisting of two wagons, two brake vans and a banking engine, 

ran into the first portion, causing thirty wagons to be derailed. (Engineer, 27 January 1922, p.101) 

February 
Whilst a down goods train was running through the Summit tunnel, Walsden, of the LNWR (L&Y 

section) it became divided into three portions. The third portion remained in the tunnel, and its 

absence was not noticed by the signalman, who accepted a passenger train, which ran into the 

standing wagons and brake van. (Engineer, 10 February 1922, p.155) 

Earl Haig visited Manchester yesterday, Tuesday, 14th February 1922 and at Victoria station unveiled 

a memorial to the men of the L&YR staff who fell in the war. During the bitter years from 1914 to 

1918 10,422 men went from the service of the L&YR to the fighting forces. This number 

represented 27 per cent of the company’s total staff. Out of this great muster 1,465 laid down their 

lives, and their names are now inscribed on the panels of bronze at the entrance to Victoria station. 

Seven panels tell forth this simple tale of duty nobly done. They are fixed to the north wall of the 

booking hall, and rest on a plain, polished band of Connemara on which is graved the text from 

Ecclesiasticus “Their glory shall not be blotted out, and their name liveth to all generations”. This marble 

band is on a base of grey Cornish granite, which is surmounted by a polished and moulded plinth of 

the same material. At each end of the memorial are the symbolic figures of St George and St 

Michael, flanked by pilasters on which are torches representing courage, sacrifice, unity, and 

strength. Altogether, the memorial covers 32 feet by 8 feet of wall space. The ceremony of unveiling 

the monument was carried through very simply. It gained dignity and impressiveness chiefly by its 

contrast with the normal scenes at Victoria station. The ordinary fever of movement was stilled; 

indeed, there were moments when the station was almost as quiet as a church, and when the music 

of the band and some 3,000 singers joining in the hymn “O God, our help in ages past” reverberated as 

if through vaulted roofing. Picture a little dais at the corner of the booking hall on which sit Earl 

Haig, the Bishop of Manchester, and E B Fielden, chairman of the railway company. Round and about 

is a crowd of relatives and friends of the dead men, railway directors, and officials, all very quiet and 

still. Earl Haig rises and presses an electric button which releases the curtain hung over the 

memorial, then turns and comes to the salute. The Bishop of Manchester begins to speak the prayer 

of dedication. An incoming engine makes a hissing commotion, and one resents the intrusion upon 

the silence. A little later dead quietude is restored and the bugles sound the “Last Post”, the final 
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cadence making its infallible tug at the heart strings. These were the notable moments of the 

ceremony. (Manchester Guardian, 15 February 1922) 

The last annual general meeting of the L&YR was held on Wednesday, 15th February 1922. 

(Manchester Guardian, 16 February 1922) 

Report of the unveiling of the war memorial at Victoria station, Manchester, on Tuesday, 14th

February 1922. (Railway Gazette, 17 February 1922) 

The chairman of the former L&YR, E B Fielden, officiated on Tuesday, 14th February 1922 when Earl 

Haigh unveiled the bronze memorial at Victoria station, Manchester, to the 1,465 company staff lost 

in the war. (Middleton Guardian, 18 February 1922) 

A bronze memorial to the memory of the 1,465 men of the L&YR who gave their lives in the war, 

was unveiled by Lord Haig at Victoria station, Manchester, on the 14th instant. (Engineer, 24 

February 1922, p.213) 

March 
The GCR has had occasion to go to the Railway & Canal Commission about its through carriage 

from Marylebone to Halifax. This vehicle used to be detached from the Bradford portion at 

Huddersfield and taken forward by the L&Y. Since the latter has become part of the L&NW system, 

the Halifax connection has been dropped. It has now, by agreement, been restored and the Court, 

on the 21st instant made an order accordingly. (Engineer, 10 March 1922, p.271) 

May 
We regret to hear of the death on the 4th instant at the age of seventy five years of John Swinburn, 

who all his life was connected with the engineer’s department of the L&YR, latterly as principal 

assistant to the assistant chief engineer. (Engineer, 12 May 1922, p.525) 

The accident of February 6th in Summit tunnel was the first since January 1913, in which an accident 

report mentioned a signal having been frozen in the “off” position. (Engineer, 12 May 1922, p.525) 

July 
The war memorial at Victoria station, Manchester, has been further adorned by the laying down of a 

granite and marble platform on which are erected four large and seven small ornamental bronze 

vases to contain shrubs and flowers. This work was completed and the tablet re-opened on Monday, 

2nd July 1923 and relations and friends may place flowers in the vases which have been provided for 

this purpose. (Railway Gazette, 20 July 1923) 

Photograph of the war memorial at Victoria station. (Railway Gazette 27 July 1923)
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1923-1929. 
1923 
April

Once more there are forty minute expresses between Manchester Exchange and Liverpool Lime 

Street. (Engineer, 6 April 1923, p.367) 

The LMS has given notice of the temporary alteration of trains on the Victoria to Oldham line from 

1st May 1923 “to apply during the electrification of this section”. (Engineer, 27 April 1923, p.447) 

July 
The war memorial at Victoria station, Manchester, has been further adorned by the laying down of a 

granite and marble platform on which are erected four large and seven small ornamental bronze 

vases to contain shrubs and flowers. This work was completed and the tablet re-opened on Monday, 

2nd July 1923 and relations and friends may place flowers in the vases which have been provided for 

this purpose. (Railway Gazette, 20 July 1923) 

Photograph of the war memorial at Victoria station. (Railway Gazette 27 July 1923)

A special train of billiard tables leaves Accrington for London behind an L&Y 0-6-0 No.884. (Railway 

Gazette, 27 July 1923) 
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1924 
March 

On Sunday evening last 9th March 1924 an electric car turned on its side after leaving Southport 

station. (Engineer, 14 March 1924, p.283) 

May 
Paragraph on the Southport and Cheshire Lines Extension. (Engineer, 2 May 1924, p.479) 

Twelve former L&Y stations renamed. (Railway Gazette, 24 May 1924) 

July 
Report of an accident on 9th May 1924 when a Southport to Crossens electric train was derailed. 

(Railway Gazette, 25 July 1924) 

September 
The LMS are widening and straightening the channel of the river Wyre estuary to improve 

navigation. (Engineer, 5 September 1924, p.261) 

November 
One hundred years of British Railways, No. XIX; The L&Y: list of openings (Engineer, 7 November 

1924, p.528) 

The LMS have decided to proceed at once with the electrification of the line from Manchester to 

Shaw and Royton. A 20 minute service is planned with ten minutes at busy periods. (Railway 

Gazette, 7 November 1924) 

The LMS have decided to proceed with the electrification of the Manchester-Oldham-Royton-Shaw 

railway. The Shaw-Rochdale and the Middleton Junction-Manchester sections are not included. 

(Middleton Guardian, 8 November 1924) 

Description and drawing of the 4-6-4 Baltic tank engine. It is, at last, announced that the 

electrification of the lines between Victoria station through Oldham to Royton and Shaw is, at once, 

to be proceeded with. The expense will be about £600,000 and the work will take twelve months to 

complete. (Engineer, 21 November 1924, p.585) 
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1925 
January 

As the 12.30pm Liverpool Exchange to York train was passing through Lostock Junction on Sunday, 

4th January 1925 the whole train left the rails. (Engineer, 9 January 1925, p.47) 

Two new 50 ton cranes are to replace the existing 30 ton ones at Horwich. In view of the fact that 

the Victoria and Exchange stations in Manchester have now been brought under the same ownership 

schemes are contemplated for associating them constructionally to a greater extent than is at 

present the case. One of the improvements will involve the connection of the long through 

platforms, which at present provide a passage from one station to the other, to form one 

continuous platform, which it is claimed will be the longest platform in the world, the total length 

being 2,175 feet. (Railway Gazette, 9 January 1925) 

The LMS have placed an order for two 50 ton overhead travelling cranes for Horwich works to 

replace the existing 30 ton cranes which have been in use for the past 40 years and are unable to 

carry the larger modern engines. (Engineer, 16 January 1925, p.77) 

The manufacture and testing of wheel tyres on the LMS, demonstration at Horwich. (Railway 

Gazette, 30 January 1925) 

February 
Prize giving at the Victoria school of signalling. (Railway Gazette, 13 February1925) 

May 
Two workmen were killed on Sunday, 17th May 1925 and a third died later, by the collapse of six 

iron roof girders, or spans, at Victoria station, Manchester, where the roof is being removed in 

connection with station improvements […]. Each of the girders weighed 3½ tons. The girders, or 

spans, in the roof number thirty, and are twelve feet apart. They had been dismantled of the glass 

and timber, and arrangements has been made to stop traffic between Victoria and Exchange stations 

during Sunday so that two powerful cranes could be used to advance the work. The complete 

scheme provides for the two stations to be connected into one, with the result that No.11 platform, 

Victoria extended to Exchange would be the largest railway platform in the kingdom. At the time of 

the accident, which took place over the permanent way, and at a point between the two stations 

where there is no passenger access, the three men were astride the girders, two on one girder and 

the third on the next one. The work was proceeding satisfactorily when suddenly another girder fell 

towards them, crashed into the two small working parties and carried men and girders to the floor 

beneath – a distance of eighty feet. (Guardian, 18 May 1925) 

Considerable constructional alterations were effected at the Victoria and Exchange stations in 

Manchester on Sunday last, 17th May 1925 with a view to their becoming one common station. 

(Engineer, 22 May 1925, p.573) 

June 
When the work of taking down some of the roof between Victoria and Exchange stations was in 

hand recently a girder fell and brought down another on which some men were working and three 

of them were killed. At the coroner’s inquest that officer said it was clear that this was a rush job 

which had to be done on a Sunday, when there was not much traffic, and it was a job which should 

have been fully prepared beforehand. (Engineer, 12 June 1925, p.653) 

Hunts Bank athletic festival took place at Southport on Saturday, 13th June 1925. (Railway Gazette, 

19 June 1925) 
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November 
The cattle lairage near the passenger station at Fleetwood is to be removed, and that will allow for 

further platform accommodation and additional passenger lines. (Engineer, 6 November 1925, p.491)
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1926 
January 

Associated with the linking up of No.11 platform in Victoria station and No.3 in Exchange […] is the 

construction of a new entrance, with an additional booking office, opposite the Hunts Bank offices. 

New rail connections and power signalling are also to be installed. (Railway Gazette, 1 January 1926) 

February 
Prize giving at the School of Signalling. (Railway Gazette, 12 February1926) 

April 
Report of the possibilities of additional facilities at Fleetwood for handling toe passenger traffic to 

and from Belfast and the Isle of Man. Also two additional steamers for the Belfast service. J Stamp 

visited Fleetwood to study the situation. (Engineer, 26 April 1926) 

Report of two empty passenger trains in collision in Blackburn tunnel. (Engineer, 26 April 1926) 

September 
The Rishworth branch, though double track, only one road is used for traffic, the other is kept as a 

siding, and mainly utilised for storing carriages. For the holiday traffic there were over a hundred 

carriages standing there recently but evidently the hand brakes were either not properly secured or 

they were maliciously released. Anyway, the carriages ran away down the falling gradient towards 

Sowerby Bridge but were derailed at trap points at Watson’s Crossing (Engineer, 10 September 

1926, p.277) 

December 
Fifty ton cranes being installed at Horwich. (Railway Gazette, 31 December 1926) 
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1927 
January 

Former GCR trains from Penistone joined the L&Y north of Barnsley Exchange station but 

passenger trains ran over the MR so as to use the more convenient Court House station. In recent 

years the over bridge on the Midland section would not carry the heavy engines of the LNER. That 

has now led to that company transferring its passenger trains to the low level line and using what 

was the L&Y station and as from 3rd January 1927 some of the through trains between Manchester 

and the NE section now travel through Barnsley. (Engineer, 21 January 1927, p.75) 

February 
As on a previous occasion two hundred carriages ran away on the Rishworth branch railway on 

Friday, 28th January 1927. (Engineer, 4 February1927, p.129) 

July 
Progressive Railway Carriage Lifting and Repairing – methods introduced at Newton Heath, including 

a cross section of the shops, roads 1 to 15; general layout of the shops; four photographs of the 

interior showing ex-L&Y carriages. (Railway Gazette, 8 July 1927) 

October 
Jubilee celebration of the opening of Fleetwood docks on the 7th and 8th October 1927. (Railway 

Gazette, 28 October 1927) 



1923 - 1929 

1051 

1928 
May 

Report and photographs of the trials of the 500BHP Oil-Electric Beardmore conversion of the ex-

Holcombe Brook electric stock between Preston and Blackpool. (Engineer, 11 May 1928, p.514-516) 

Although petrol engines have been utilized for rail cars of various kinds in a number of applications, 

it has long been realised that to deal with heavy traffic it was desirable that the engines should be of 

a type capable of using a cheaper fuel, an associated problem being the provision of a suitable 

transmission. This problem was taken up very seriously a few years ago by the firm of William 

Beardmore & Co Ltd. and, as a result, a design of diesel engine was evolved for use with electric 

transmissions and applied to a number of large rail cars, which have rendered good service under 

very arduous conditions on the Canadian National Railway. The system is now being given a trial on 

the LMS in the form of a four coach train which has been undergoing trials with a view to use for 

local service between Lytham and Blackpool. As designed and equipped, in accordance with drawings 

prepared by Sir Henry Fowler, CME, LMS, the train constitutes, in effect, an electric train carrying its 

own power station. The engine and generator set is accommodated at one end of the train. The 

complete train is 247 feet 3 inches long; weighs 144 tons empty; and carries 255 3rd class and 32 1st

class passengers. At the rear there is a drivers control compartment, for reverse working, as in an 

ordinary electric train, and the arrangement generally is the same as on electrically operated lines, 

except that there is no dependence on third rail or overhead conductor and a fixed power station. 

(Railway Gazette, 18 May 1928) 

June 
The 17th Annual Hunts Bank Athletic Festival was held on 9th June 1928 at Blackpool football club 

ground and attended by about 12,000 people. (Railway Gazette, 15 June 1928) 

The removal of steamships to Heysham from Fleetwood will enable the LMS to provide additional 

accommodation for fish traffic. (Engineer, 22 June 1928, p.687) 

An eighty year old retired Southport engine driver, George Mann, who died recently left £11,884. 

The foundation of his fortune was stated to be £1,000 left him by his father, which he invested, 

together with other savings in spinning companies. (Railway Gazette, 29 June 1928) 

August 
The diesel-electric train equipped by William Beardmore & Co. Ltd. in conjunction with the LMS is 

now in local service between Blackpool and Lytham. (Railway Gazette, 3 August 1928) 

October 
A 3s 6d return excursion to Blackpool from Manchester, to view the illuminations, is the latest move 

on the LMS in its competition with the charabanc companies. The excursions run on Monday and 

Wednesdays, 8th 10th 15th 17th and 22nd of October. (Railway Gazette, 5 October 1928) 

December 
The LMS Halifax to Rochdale bus service introduced. (Railway Gazette, 7 December 1928) 
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1929 
January 

Photograph of the new long platform linking Victoria and Exchange stations. (Railway Gazette, 18 

January 1929) 

February 
Traffic Control on the LMS, references to the ex-L&Y control. (Railway Gazette, 22 February1929) 

March 
Photograph of the new platform over the river Irwell, linking Victoria and Exchange stations, 

Manchester. (Railway Magazine, 3-1929) 

We understand that the platform connecting Victoria and Exchange stations, which will have a length 

of over half a mile, will be formally opened on 16th April 1929 by Miss Ena Best, the “Railway 

Queen”. (Railway Gazette, 15 March 1929) 

Part of the scheme for putting under one continuous roof the Victoria and Exchange stations in 

Manchester has been to re-signalling the west end of the former and the whole of the latter. The 

system of signalling adopted is the all-electric power operation of the Westinghouse Brake and 

Saxby Signal Company and three boxes, containing respectively 95, 107, and 15 levers, will replace 

Victoria West Junction, Irwell Bridge, Irwell Bridge Ground Frame, and Deal Street mechanical 

boxes at Victoria, and three similarly worked boxes in Exchange station. The aggregate number of 

mechanical levers to be replaced is 352, and the total of the power operated is 217. What, though, is 

of greater interest is that four aspect day colour light signals have been installed. These, as on the 

Southern Railway, red, as usual, indicates “danger”, whilst green, as customary, signifies “clear”; a 

single yellow indicates that the next signal is at “stop”; and a double yellow signifies that a single 

yellow is being approached. Part of the installation – mostly at Victoria – was brought into use on 

Sunday last, 10th March 1929, whilst further sections will follow in due course. (Railway Gazette, 15 

March 1929) 

April 
Paragraph on the re-signalling at Victoria station. (Railway Magazine, 4-1929) 

The longest platform in Great Britain – that between the LMS Victoria and Exchange stations in 

Manchester – will be ceremoniously opened today by Miss Ena Best, the “Railway Queen”. In a 

manner befitting the occasion the platform has been bedecked in gala dress from end to end, and 

there will be present at the ceremony representatives of the railway company, the railwaymen’s 

unions, and the municipality. The conjunction of the two stations makes them one on the largest 

centres of railway passenger traffic in the world, although, for the present at any rate, there is no 

indication that complete fusion under one name and single administration will take place. Victoria 

station, with its seventeen platforms, is already a matter of argument when the largest station in the 

country is being discussed. The Manchester “half mile”, as the new platform has been described, is 

slightly less than that distance, it is 2,238 feet long. The whole of the work, which has been carried 

out under the direction of the LMS engineers by the Westinghouse Brake and Saxby Signal Company 

has occupied a period of three years. It has involved the strengthening and widening by thirty feet of 

the bridge that carries the railway over the river Irwell, the provision of numerous cross-over 

junctions, and the installation of a new electrically operated signal system. Some 2,300 cubic yards of 

concrete were used in alterations to the bridge, and a steel lattice girder, weighing 100 tons, was 

constructed on the site. (Guardian, 16 April 1929) 

[…] The plan of the Company for giving better services to passengers, however, comprises more 

than a very long platform. An additional through road is provided for trains from east to west 
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through Exchange station and one of the existing roads is made available for east and west as well as 

for west to east. New junctions are installed from the old L&Y line to the old LNW line and vice 

versa. Additional crossover roads give freer movements between various lines, and, while the new 

platform connects No.11 Victoria with No.3 Exchange the platforms at Exchange are lengthened so 

as to allow the longest trains to be berthed at any one time. How, it may be asked will these 

arrangements benefit the public? They will abolish those rather trying rushes from one station to 

another. A train travelling from any station on the old L&Y line east of Victoria will now be able to 

travel on any line west of Victoria, either on the old L&Y or the old LNW routes […]. Previously 

trains could not come from the old LNW line through Exchange into Victoria and unload at a 

platform there. Now holiday trains from North Wales will, by crossing at Deal Street junction, run 

into Victoria […]. No train could previously pass from Victoria to the LNW line when No.3 

platform was occupied by a train. Today the whole length of No.3 platform may be occupied by 

trains, and a train from Victoria going in the North Wales direction can pass through Exchange on 

the new through line […]. An important factor in this programme of improvement is the installation 

of the electrically operated signal system, which only requires two signal boxes instead of six when 

semaphore signals were in use […]. Drivers find that the new signals are easier to see and recognise. 

Their bold colours are visible from about 400 yards and the lights are placed on the drivers’ own 

level and not on bridges above their heads. (Guardian, 17 April 1929) 

The longest railway platform in Europe – that between the LMS Victoria and Exchange station, 

Manchester – was opened on Tuesday by Miss Ena Best, the “Railway Queen”. This platform is 2,238 

feet long and took three years to complete. It will accommodate three trains simultaneously. The 

building of the new platform has involved; the strengthening and widening by thirty feet of the bridge 

over the river Irwell; the provision of numerous new “crossover” junctions. 

Some 2,320 cubic yards of concrete were used in alterations to the bridge, and a parapet girder, 142 

feet long and weighing 85 tons, was slewed a distance of thirty two feet. A steel lattice girder, 

weighing 100 tons, was constructed on the site. The whole of the work has been carried out under 

the direction of the LMS engineering staff. E B Fielden, MP. Deputy Chairman, LMS presided at the 

ceremony. (Railway Gazette, 19 April 1929) 

The new signalling at Manchester is already affording great relief to the working of trains. 

Observation on Tuesday, 23rd April 1929 showed many of the business trains running into Victoria 

station with “clear” signals all the way from Salford. (Engineer, 26 April 1929, p.461) 

June 
Report of the new platform opened at Victoria-Exchange station, Manchester. (Railway Magazine, 6-

1929) 

July 
Power signalling at Victoria station, Manchester. (Railway Gazette, 5 July 1929) 

The LMS were granted licences by Middleton Corporation in regard to a motor bus service 

proposed between Manchester and Halifax. (Middleton Guardian, 6 July 1929) 

August 
The LMS announces that, as from Monday, 23rd September 1929, the branch line between Halifax 

and Stainland will be closed for passenger traffic, together with Rochdale Road halt, West Vale, and 

Stainland stations. Passenger, parcels, and miscellaneous traffic to and from these places will be 

catered for by omnibuses and motor lorries and, in the case of Stainland, horses, cattle, and other 

live stock will be continued to be conveyed by freight trains. (Railway Gazette, 23 August 1929) 
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September 
Report of an unusual load on the LMS, a consignment of Victory V Gums from Nelson. (Photograph) 

(Railway Gazette, 20 September 1929) 

The Austin Motor Co. chartered nine special LMS trains, five equipped with restaurant cars, for the 

conveyance of 4,500 of their employees and their families from Birmingham and adjacent stations to 

Blackpool on 21st September 1929. On the same day, 1,400 members of the Tipton Labour Party, 

travelling on three special trains comprised entirely of restaurant cars, also visited Blackpool. 

(Railway Gazette, 27 September 1929) 

November 
Main line gradients of British Railways, No. XI. LMSR Central Division (late L&Y). (Railway Magazine, 

11-1929) 
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1930 – 2013 
1930 

The LMS are widening the line at Mirfield for three quarters of a mile, this includes the widening to 

accommodate two additional lines, of the viaduct over the river Calder, and the provision of a group 

of sidings to the east of Mirfield. (Railway Gazette, 28 March 1930) 

The Preston and Longridge branch will cease to run a passenger service after 1st June 1930. (Railway 

Gazette, 23 May 1930) 

Irlams-o’-th’-Height station to be closed on Sundays. (Railway Gazette, 18 July 1930) 

Manchester Corporation met on Wednesday 15th October 1930 four representatives of the LMS to 

discuss the corporation’s Underground Railway Committee’s scheme for tubes linking up the 

existing central and suburban stations by an inner circle. (Railway Gazette, 17 October 1930) 

Horwich station to close on Sundays after the New Year. The arrangement is only to operate during 

the winter months. (Railway Gazette, 19 December 1930) 

1931 
Blackpool Talbot Road and Waterloo Road stations to be renamed North and South respectively. 

(Railway Gazette, 10 April 1931; Engineer, 4 March 1932) 

Copley station closed to traffic from 18th July 1931. (Railway Gazette, 24 July 1931) 

Squires Gate station to open 14th September 1931. (Railway Gazette, 7 August 1931) 

Report of the accident at Blackburn station on 5th August 1881. (Engineer, 7 August 1931, p.143) 

Report of accidents at Hoghton station level crossing on 23rd August 1931 and 1st September 1931. 

The signalman admitted that a number of vehicles had crashed through the gates this year including a 

charabanc. It has been announced that a bridge is to replace the crossing. (Engineer, 11 September 

1931, p.269) 

The proposal for an underground railway in Manchester has been abandoned owing to the present 

financial stress. The scheme was for an underground line to link up Victoria and Oxford Road 

stations, at an estimated cost of £700,000. (Railway Gazette, 23 October 1931) 

Report of the Board of Trade inquiry into the loss of the steamer “Calder” on 19th April 1931 when 

bound for Goole from Hamburg. (Engineer, 27 November 1931, p.571) 

1932 
Report of the re-signalling at Mirfield. (Engineer, 25 March 1932; 12 August 1932) 

Correspondence regarding the preservation list of locomotives, including the L&Y 1400 class. 

(Railway Gazette, 22 April 1932) 
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A F Bound stated that in the winter before last there was a dense fog of 120 hours duration in 

Manchester and it was not found necessary to furnish fogging services at the large colour light 

signalling installation at Victoria-Exchange stations, Manchester. (Engineer, 22 April 1932, p.449) 

Report that Newton Heath carriage and wagon works are to be closed. (Railway Gazette, 6 May 

1932) 

Questions on Parliament regarding the Newton Heath closure. (Railway Gazette, 20 May 1932) 

Article on Newton Heath. (Railway Gazette, 3 June 1932) 

The closing of the LMS carriage and wagon shops at Newton Heath has prompted a deputation by 

local authorities to see Sir Josiah Stamp. He replied that the union representatives had seen that the 

step was irrevocable. (Engineer, 3 June 1932, p.613) 

Report on improved facilities at Goole. (Railway Gazette, 2 September 1932) 

Report of the accident at Wardleworth on 24th June 1932. (Engineer, 30 September 1932, p.331) 

1933 
A station to be named after a famous brass band is to be opened for traffic at Besses-o’-th’-Barn on 

1st February 1933. (Engineer, 20 January 1933, p.69) 

Radcliffe station to be renamed Radcliffe Central. (Railway Gazette, 28 July 1933) 

Improvements are to be made at Exchange Station Hotel, Liverpool. (Railway Gazette, 1 September 

1933) 

The signal cabin bell at Hebden Bridge has, for ninety four years, been sounded to herald the 

stopping of each passenger train. It bears the inscription, M.L.R. Co. 1839. (Engineer, 3 November 

1933, p.431) 

1934  
Report of improvements at Bradford, Bridge Street goods depot. (Engineer; Railway Gazette, 6 April 

1934, p.353) 

Lancashire electrified lines of the LMS. (Railway Gazette, 6 April 1934) 

Report of improvements for number of wagons under cover at Blackburn, Bolton Road goods 

depot. (Engineer, 20 April 1934, p.404) 

Report of close working between the L&YR and MR. (Engineer, 13 July 1934, p.35) 

Re-signalling at Hebden Bridge; one cabin, East, to replace two – East and West. (Railway Gazette, 

20 July 1934) 

Report of re-signalling between Preston and Blackpool and new excursion platforms at Blackpool 

North. (Railway Gazette, 21 September 1934) 

Improvements to signalling in the Fylde to cope with the increasing traffic. Fourteen additional down 

trains and ten additional up trains can be now accommodated. (Engineer, 5 October 1934, p.335) 

Because of the success of the Manchester-Altrincham electrification it is proposed to extend the 

electrification from London Road station over the former L&Y line at Ardwick through Miles Platting 
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to Victoria/Exchange thence from Ordsall Lane to Knott Mill, also from Miles Platting through 

Oldham to Rochdale and back to Miles Platting. (Engineer, 26 October 1934, p.412) 

Report of Butler Street, Preston goods re-construction. (Railway Gazette, 2 November 1934) 

1935  
Report of improvement scheme at Fleetwood. (Railway Gazette, 4 January 1935; Engineer, 18 

January 1935, p.71) 

The roof over the five centre roads through Victoria station is to be taken down. A verandah will 

protect the platform roads, but the other lines will be in the open and thus admit more natural light 

into the station. The work is being done by the LMS staff. (Engineer, 25 January 1935, p.97) 

A new first class club carriage has been introduced for the use of the Manchester-Blackpool 

Travelling Club. The vehicle is equipped with armchair type seats and tables, and a kitchenette is 

fitted for the service of refreshments. (Engineer, 19 April 1935, p.411) 

Horwich works shunters, “Wasp”, and diesel “Crewe”. (Railway Gazette, 14 June 1935) 

New passenger station at Old Roan being constructed. (Engineer, 27 December 1935) 

1936  
Improvements at Fleetwood completed. (Railway Gazette, 3 January 1936) 

On Wednesday, 1st January 1936, a mineral train descending the Miles Platting incline got out of 

control and ran into coaches that were to form the 9.45am train to Preston and pushed them 

forward as there was no engine attached. (Engineer, 10 January 1936, p.45) 

The LMS are to modernise engine sheds at Rose Grove, Lower Darwen, Lostock Hall, Bolton, 

Agecroft, Bank Hall, Accrington, Low Moor, Newton Heath, Aintree, and Goole. (Railway Gazette, 

28 February1936) 

The goods depot at Blackpool is to be improved. (Railway Gazette, 6 March 1936) 

A special committee appointed by Manchester Corporation to consider the desirability of an 

underground electric railway across the city connecting Victoria/Exchange station with London Road 

and Central stations. (Railway Gazette, 6 March 1936) 

Rochdale goods depot being improved. (Railway Gazette, 5 June 1936) 

Mill Hill, Blackburn, goods depot to close from Thursday, 1st October 1936. (Railway Gazette, 28 

August 1936) 

Fleetwood is to get a new dredger. (Railway Gazette, 18 September 1936) 

Work on re-lining Summit tunnel has been in progress since 1930 without interfering with the train 

service which at times amounts to 500 trains per day. (Engineer, 13 November 1936, p.519) 

1937 
Loud speakers, installed at some stations, are to be introduced at Victoria station. (Railway Gazette, 

5 February1937) 



1930-2013 

1058 

Slipway to be built at Fleetwood. (Railway Gazette, 12 March 1937) 

From June to September 1936 1,463,307 tickets were collected at Southport; on a summer Saturday 

475 regular trains, in and out, are dealt with and sometimes as many as forty specials. (Railway 

Gazette, 19 March 1937) 

Bowker Vale station in course of construction. (Engineer, 9 April 1937, p.416) 

New trains to be introduced for the Liverpool-Southport line. (Engineer, 16 April 1937, p.439) 

Re-organisation of the motive power depots of the LMS, Part One. (Railway Gazette, 16 April 1937) 

Re-organisation of the motive power depots of the LMS, Part Two. Railway Gazette, 23 April 1937) 

One of the most amazing crashes on record occurred today, Friday, 21st May 1937, when a skidding 

bus, registration GWS 183 hit a support at the approach of Victoria station, Manchester, and 

brought down on top of it the whole of the first bay of the canopy covering the street. Two 

passengers, in the bus, were injured. The skid occurred when the bus, which had travelled from 

Sheffield to Manchester, entered the approach. Before hitting the support it crashed into a stationary 

taxi cab. The sound of the falling canopy of glass and steel weighing many tons could be heard for a 

great distance. Scores of people were entering and leaving the station at the time and they 

scrambled hurriedly to safety.  

The bus fortunately held the full support of the fallen canopy, and except for falling glass there was 

no great danger to pedestrians. The two injured bus passengers, both Sheffield women, were helped 

out of the vehicle at great risk by willing rescuers. The driver and conductor of the bus were treated 

for shock. During the afternoon preparations were made by workmen with wire ropes to pull the 

whole of the canopy down. All the time the bus was being slowly crushed under its weight. After the 

crash taxi drivers hastily backed their vehicles from under the covered way. The driver of the taxi 

cab, owned by Messrs Simpson, which was first struck by the bus said; “I was sitting in my cab when I 

suddenly felt a violent bump in the back and the cab was pushed forward against the machine in front of it. 

There was a tremendous crash overhead and it seemed as if the whole roof was coming down. People 

shouted to me to jump for safety, and at first I could not realise what had happened. Then I drove the cab 

forward and backed out. It was difficult because people were standing all around the bus which had the roof 

curved down upon it, crushing it”.  

Mr E Abrahams, who keeps the tobacconist and jeweller’s shop at No.1 Victoria Station Approach 

was standing outside his shop when the accident happened. He said; “I saw the bus come along and 

skid into the taxi cab but to see the canopy fall was astounding”. The railway police and porters hastily 

constructed a barrier of hurdles and ropes across the approach to keep back the crowds. A large 

body of police was drafted to Victoria station to guard the entrance and to assist the railway police. 

The railway authorities were immediately faced with the problem of raising the roof from the bus 

and repairing the damage without further accident or causing any greater wreckage or damaging the 

surrounding premises. Soon after the accident happened engineers arrived. During the afternoon 

gangs of workmen were brought to the scene of the collapse and men climbed up on to the roof, 

which was still gradually sinking as the bus slowly crumbled beneath the great weight, and fixed wire 

ropes to the wreckage.  

A railway official explained that it was intended to try and pull down the whole mass of the bay 

affected on to the roadway. Walking precariously across the twisted girders the workmen threaded 

the ropes in between the supporting framework. In the meantime other men  armed with saws for 

the woodwork  and oxy-acetylene apparatus for the metal cut away twisted portions of the standard 

and wood work from around the bus. Hoses had been rigged to the hydrants and were ready to 

pour a stream of water on to any flames which might occur through the bus or other parts of the 
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wreckage catching fire during the course of the clearance work. (Manchester Evening News, 21 May 

1937) 

A number of people narrowly escaped injury yesterday, Friday, 21st May 1937, when a single deck 

bus skidded violently then collided with a stationary taxi cab and crashed against one of the columns 

of the glass roof. The structure which stretches almost the entire width of the street partially 

collapsed but fortunately it was supported by the bus […]. A portion of the smashed pillar was 

hurled through the window of a shop but did no further damage […]. Throughout the afternoon the 

scene of the accident which was quickly roped off, was visited by large crowds of holiday makers. An 

official statement was issued; “At about 10.30am today an LMS bus skidded badly on the Todd Street 

approach to Victoria station with the result that it came into violent contact with one of the tall cast iron 

columns supporting the cab roof over the station entrance. The column was broken into several pieces and 

the first bay of the cab roof collapsed and one corner rested on the roof of the bus, causing glass to be 

shattered and trusses to be severely buckled […]. Traffic is being maintained properly in spite of the 

accident, and it is hoped th have the road open to traffic in the course of the next few days”. (Guardian, 22 

May 1937) 

Fire destroyed a large warehouse in the goods yard at Sowerby Bridge late on Friday night, 21st May 

1937. Within an hour the wooden building, which was fifty yards long, twenty five yards wide and 

twenty yards high, was reduced to ashes. The warehouse was filled with general merchandise, 

including oil cake. A large number of railway wagons, filled with goods and seven motor vehicles 

owned by the LMS, were destroyed. (Guardian, 22 May 1937) 

A skidding motorbus struck one of the supports of the glass and iron canopy over the roadway at 

Victoria station on 21st May 1937 causing the first bay to collapse. Two women passengers in the bus 

were slightly injured. (Railway Gazette, 28 May 1937) 

Improvements at Blackpool North station will include the re-roofing of the excursion circulating 

area; enginemen’s hostel, for 175 men; additional locomotive stabling accommodation. (Engineer, 

p.72; Railway Gazette, 16 July 1937)  

Proposals have been made for setting back Blackpool Central station and widening Central Drive. 

(Engineer, 23 July 1937, p.101) 

New facilities are to be provided at Fleetwood for the rapid coaling of trawlers. Drawing of coal 

handling plant. (Engineer, p.261; Railway Gazette, 3 September 1937) 

Moston station is to be re-constructed, improving the up and down platforms together with electric 

lighting throughout the station. (Railway Gazette, 8 October 1937) 

The re-modelling of Euxton Junction will allow higher speeds. (Engineer, 26 November 1937, p.599) 

1938  
The LMS have approved the construction of a new slipway at Fleetwood which will have a 

deadweight capacity of 1,050 tons and will cost £40,000. (Engineer, 14 January 1938, p.41) 

Lea Road and Salwick stations to close as from 2nd May 1938. (Engineer, p.335; Railway Gazette, 25 

March 1938) 

Report of a Bill to remove Blackpool Central station to another site in the neighbourhood of Chapel 

Street and Central Drive. Ashton Davies gave evidence stating that improvements between Preston 

and Blackpool gave a maximum capacity of thirty trains an hour in each direction but owing to the 

present terminal conditions that maximum could not be realised. The new station would comprise 
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twelve platforms each of fourteen coach capacity which would be increased by thirty per cent. 

(Engineer, 25 March 1938, p.35) 

Report of improvements at Goole docks. (Engineer, 8 July 1938, p.31) 

Bowker Vale station to be opened at the end of the month and Cornholme station will close from 

26th September 1938. (Engineer, p.335; Railway Gazette, 30 September 1938) 

The Southport-Downholland branch to close on Monday 26th September 1938. (Engineer, p.363; 

Railway Gazette, 30 September 1938) 

Report of the Wigan re-signalling scheme. (Railway Gazette, 4 November 1938) 

Plans have been prepared to re-signal Wigan, costing £63,000, including Wallgate and North 

Western stations. (Engineer. 18 November 1938, p.563) 

Report of reinforced concrete roofs and new platforms at Blackpool North. (Railway Gazette, 25 

November 1938) 

1939 
New vacuum operated turntables are to be installed by the LMS at ten places on the system, 

including Liverpool Exchange. Eight of the new turntables will be of larger diameter than those which 

they will replace, in order to accommodate bigger locomotives. (Engineer, 6 January 1939, p.19) 

Authority given for an extensive re-signalling scheme at Preston. Two large power boxes are to be 

built to operate the multi-aspect colour light signalling from Farington to Oxheys. (Engineer, 24 

February1939, p.249) 

At Fleetwood part reconstruction of the south end corner of the quay, renewal of two pairs of lock 

gates and a new reinforced concrete slipway are improvements being carried out to meet the 

growing needs of the port. (Engineer, 17 March 1939, p.345) 

Notice in the Times that plans are being prepared for rebuilding Central station, Blackpool, on a 

new site facing the south side of Chapel Street covering an area of approximately 59,500 square feet, 

488 feet long by 150 feet wide. (Railway Gazette, 16 June 1939) 

Blowick station has been closed. (Railway Gazette, 6 October 1939) 

1940  
New rolling stock being constructed at Derby for the Liverpool-Southport line. (Engineer, 2 

February1940, p.109) 

New lighting to be fitted in the electric stock including the Manchester-Bury and the Liverpool-

Southport to restrict illumination from windows. (Engineer, 2 February1940, p.111) 

New 60 feet diameter turntables are to replace the older, smaller ones at Bolton and Colne. 

(Engineer, 8 March 1940, p.231) 

Railway Signals, part four, L&Y. (Model Engineer, 7 November 1940) 

Liverpool viaduct arches destroyed in air raid 20 December 1940. 

North Mersey warehouse destroyed in air raid 21 December 1940. 



1930-2013 

1061 

Exchange station, Manchester, damaged in air raid 22 December 1940. 

Victoria station, Manchester, damaged  in air raid 23 December 1940 

1941  
Air raid on 6th June 1941, Victoria station roof fire, four lines blocked, delays for six days; Red Bank 

carriage shed with 60 carriages damaged. (Backtrack,10-2007) 

Liverpool electric lines re-opened July1941. 

Two aeroplanes collided over Blackpool, one crashed on Central station demolishing part of the 

entrance hall. (Railway Gazette, 5 September 1941) 

1942 
Liverpool steam lines re-opened April 1942. 

As a result of damage by enemy action a provincial Control Office on the LMS was put out of action 

and emergency arrangements, made before the war, had to be brought into use […]. The new 

Control Office which has just come into operation, has been built on the ruins of the old one. 

(Railway Gazette, 7 August 1942) 

Report of the air raid damage to Victoria and Exchange stations, Manchester. (Railway Gazette, 25 

September 1942) 

1943 
Salwick station re-opened for passengers on weekdays as from 2nd November 1942. (Railway 

Gazette, 19 February1943) 

Fleetwood was the leading LMS port for fish last year. Fish is despatched on the same day as landed, 

LMS staff working 13 hours a day to make this possible. (Railway Gazette, 2 April 1943) 

The Lord Mayor of Manchester, Alderman J S Hill, on 3rd September 1943 at Victoria station named 

LMS locomotive No.6246 the City of Manchester. (Railway Gazette, 10 September 1943) 

Methley Junction station closed 4th October 1943. (Railway Gazette, 12 November 1943) 

Marsh Lane and Strand Road station re-opened for passenger traffic on 12th July 1943. (Railway 

Gazette, 19 November 1943) 

At the height of the blitz an LMS train control office in a northern city was destroyed, and traffic had 

to be carried on in an existing emergency office. Recently a better control office has replaced that 

destroyed. It sets a new high standard for when, in post war years, the railways embark on their vast 

programme of improvements. The intensity and volume of traffic controlled through the new office 

is unique in great Britain. Direct and immediate communication with 900 stations, signal cabins, and 

other points throughout the area is achieved. To each of its thirty six desks is fixed a telephonic 

keyboard, and above each keyboard is a geographical trains board giving the operator a bird’s eye 

view of his section of the line. Lighting is provided by tubular fluorescent lamps, which cast 

practically no shadows. A large painted map of the portion of the country controlled is fixed to the 

wall. (Railway Gazette, 17 December 1943) 
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1944 
Report of the new LMS Divisional Control Office. (Railway Gazette, 10 March 1944) 

1946 
Manchester City Corporation plan of the future railway facilities includes the suggestion that 

services at Central, Salford, Exchange, and Victoria stations be transferred to a new and extensive 

through station to be known as Trinity to be constructed between the existing Salford and Exchange 

stations. (Railway Gazette, 25 January 1946) 

Victoria and Exchange stations will be decorated to celebrate Victory Day, 8th June, 1946, (Railway 

Gazette, 31 May 1946) 

Poem, The Old “L&Y”. (Railway Gazette, 20 September 1946) 

1947 
A train of petrol tank wagons from Leeds to Salford ran into the buffers at Victoria station on 

Wednesday, 10th December 1947. The engine, after over running the buffers at No.7 platform 

mounted the concourse and continued towards the main booking office. The driver, who died later 

and the fireman, were taken to hospital. (Railway Gazette, 26 December 1947) 

1949 
Burlington Road and Gillett’s Crossing halts and Denaby halt were closed on 1st January 1949. The 

first two have been closed temporarily since 1st January 1940 and 16th June 1947 respectively. 

(Railway Gazette, 28 January 1949) 

Netherton, Healey House and Meltham stations were closed on 23rd May 1949. (Railway Gazette, 17 

June 1949) 

It has been decided not to re-open Stansfield Hall station which was closed temporarily on 31st July 

1944. (Railway Gazette, 23 September 1949) 

1950  
As from 12th February 1950 the electric service between Southport and Crossens has been 

withdrawn on Sundays. (Railway Gazette, 17 February1950) 

To assist holiday makers at Blackpool Central a tower has been erected in reinforced concrete from 

which an announcer can view the whole station and give instructions over the loud speaker system. 

(Railway Gazette, 25 August 1950) 

Work has begun on the renewal of Liverpool Exchange station roof which was severely damaged 

during the war by air raids. (Railway Gazette, 6/13 October 1950) 

1951 
The Oaks station has been closed. (Railway Gazette, 12 January 1951) 

As from 2nd April 1951 Linacre Road and Ford stations will be closed. (Railway Gazette, 6 April 

1951) 
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Baxenden station will be closed as from 10th September 1951. (Railway Gazette, 7 September 1951) 

The combined manual and automatic telephone exchange at Victoria station has been renewed and 

modernised at a cost of £27,000. Apart from requiring excessive maintenance the former equipment 

installed in 1923 had become inadequate for modern needs. Because of lack of alternative 

accommodation the new exchange had to be installed on the site of the old exchange and the 

changeover therefore had to be carefully planned. (Railway Gazette, 19 October 1951) 

Darcy Lever station to close as from 29th October 1951. (Railway Gazette, 26 October 1951) 

Eastwood station to close as from 3rd December 1951. (Railway Gazette, 7 December 1951) 

1952 
The footbridge at Bury Knowsley Street station collapsed on Saturday, 19th January 1952. (Railway 

Gazette, 25 January 1952) 

The Bury-Holcombe Brook branch to close on 5th May 1952. (Railway Gazette, 8 February1952) 

L&Y six wheel carriage drawings. Part 1. (Model Railway Constructor, 5-1952) 

Towneley station to close on 4th August 1952. (Railway Gazette, 4 July 1952) 

L&Y six wheel carriage drawings. Part 2.(Model Railway Constructor, 9-1952) 

L&YR six wheel carriage drawings. Part 3. (Model Railway Constructor, 12-1952) 

Poulton Curve halt closed on 1st December 1952. (Railway Gazette, 12 December 1952) 

1953 
Ringley Road station to close on and from 5th January 1953. (Railway Gazette, 9 January 1953) 

Exchange station, Manchester, to be renovated, work to begin very soon. The main improvements 

include a new station frontage, a covered booking office, a new enquiry office and better concourse 

arrangements. Efforts are being made to have the work completed before the Coronation. (Railway 

Gazette, 30 January 1953) 

L&Y six wheel carriage drawings. Part 4. (Model Railway Constructor, 6-1953) 

Report of the accident at Irk Valley junction on Saturday, 15th August 1953. (Railway Gazette, 21 

August 1953) 

Ainsworth Road halt closed on 21st September 1953, the Radcliffe-Bolton service withdrawn. 

(Railway Gazette, 2 October 1953) 

Report of improvements at Bank Hall. (Railway Gazette, 25 December 1953) 

1954 
Flying Arches at Chorley. (Railway Magazine, 1-1954) 

Hilton House and Dicconson Lane stations closed on 1st February 1954. (Railway Gazette, 12 

February1954; Railway Magazine, 3-1954) 

L&Y six wheel carriage drawings. Part 5. (Model Railway Constructor, 5-1954) 
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Railways in the Blackpool area. (Why and Wherefore) (Railway Magazine, 5-1954) 

An unusual boiler design, L&Y 0-8-0 Sea Pigs. (Railway Magazine, 6-1954) 

Poulton stations. (Why and Wherefore) (Railway Magazine, 8-1954) 

A Motive Power Department Soliloquy. Rivington. (Railway Magazine, 10-1954) 

L&Y six wheel carriage drawings. Part 6. (Model Railway Constructor, 10-1954) 

Holcombe Brook Branch. (Model Railway Constructor, 10-1954) 

Ordsall Lane LNW carriage cleaning and servicing depot is being rebuilt following severe war 

damage. (Railway Gazette, 19 November 1954) 

Oldham Mumps station to be reconstructed beginning Spring 1955. (Railway Gazette, 26 November 

1954) 

1955 
Motor Buses. (Commercial Motor, 7 January 1955) 

Motor Buses. (Modern Transport, 15 January 1955) 

Rishworth Branch. (Railway Magazine, 3-1955) 

Modern amenities are to be provided at Spen Dyke carriage sidings, Blackpool. (Railway Gazette, 22 

April 1955) 

On 22nd April 1955 a desk Fax tele writer apparatus was brought into use at the Hunts Bank district 

headquarters. Over 200 letters a day pass between the five important LMR goods stations in 

Manchester and the headquarters. A letter, written or typed is inserted into the machine and 

simultaneously reproduced in facsimile at the department to which it is intended. (Railway Gazette, 6 

May 1955) 

The Daisyfield Junction Dispute. (Railway Magazine, 10-1955) 

1956 
On Monday, 6th February 1956 multiple unit diesel trains were introduced between Bury and Bacup, 

together with several other services in the Manchester-Oldham area. (Railway Gazette, 10 

February1956) 

Refreshment rooms at Southport have been modernised with interrupting the service. (Railway 

Gazette, 13 April 1956) 

Work on modernising the signalling and a new track layout at Victoria station has begun, together 

with improved station accommodation at a later stage, at a cost of some £1 million. (Railway 

Gazette, 20 April 1956) 

Langho station to close on 7th May 1956. (Railway Gazette, 20 April 1956) 

Reedley Hallows and Bott Lane halts to close on 3rd December 1956. (Railway Gazette, 19 October 

1956) 
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1957  
Origins of Leeds Central Station. (Trains Illustrated, 5-1957) 

Blackpool Central locomotive depot is being modernised, including a new roof. (Railway Gazette, 31 

May 1957) 

Contractors men have just fitted two massive girders weighing 10 and 7½ tons and about 40 feet in 

length, to be used to widen the Manchester Loop Line where it bridges Red Bank at Victoria East 

Junction. Because the river Irk passes beneath the road at this point a 58 foot span of girders were 

placed over the road to support the jacks which in turn were used to support the bridge whilst the 

new girders were put in place. The railway was being as part of the re-signalling scheme which will 

see the replacement of several signal cabins to the east of Victoria station and the introduction of 

colour light signalling. (Manchester Evening News, 17 May 1957 

Hundred End goods station to close on 3rd June 1957. (Railway Gazette, 7 June 1957) 

Radcliffe Central station to be rebuilt at a cost of about £100,000, work started on 11th June 1957. 

(Railway Gazette, 14 June 1957) 

Resort for Railfans – Preston. (Trains Illustrated, 7-1957) 

Newsholme station to close on 6th August 1957. (Railway Gazette, 26 July 1957) 

The rebuilt Oldham Mumps station opened by the Mayor of Oldham. (Railway Gazette, 6 September 

1957) 

Paragraph on renaming Castleton station. (Railway Magazine, 9-1957) 

Railway Development in Manchester. Part One. (Railway Magazine, 9-1957) 

North Lancashire Loop to close 7th October 1957. (Railway Gazette, 20 September 1957) 

Railway Development in Manchester. Part Two. (Railway Magazine, 10-1957) 

Railway Development in Manchester. Part Three. (Railway Magazine, 11-1957) 

Reference to the MR Blackburn-St Pancras service. (Railway Magazine, 11-1957) 

1958 
Obituary of Ashton Davies. (Railway Gazette, 7 February1958) 

Portsmouth, Rimington, and Radcliffe Bridge stations to close on 7th July 1958. (Railway Gazette, 13 

June 1958) 

Spring Vale station to close on 5th August 1958. (Railway Gazette, 25 July 1958) 

A new waiting room and inspectors office is being built on platforms 4 and 5 at Exchange station, 

Manchester. It will be built of a prefabricated timber superstructure supported on pre-cast concrete 

flooring. (Railway Gazette, 26 September 1958) 

Daisyfield and Lower Darwen stations will close on 3rd November 1958. (Railway Gazette, 17 

October 1958) 

A new bridge over Hampson Street, Salford, will be rolled into position the coming weekend. The 

old bridge dates from 1844. (Railway Gazette, 17 October 1958) 
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1959 
Railway Development in Liverpool. Part One. (Railway Magazine, 2-1959) 

Railway Development in Liverpool. Part Two. (Railway Magazine, 3-1959) 

Railway Development in Liverpool. Part Three. (Railway Magazine, 4-1959) 

 Colour print of L&Y 4-4-0 and train. (Railway Magazine, 7-1959) 

Twilight of the old Manchester-Bury electric trains and new stock for the Manchester-Bury services. 

(Railway Magazine, 8-1959) 

Radcliffe Central new station opened 20th July 1959. (Railway Gazette, 4 September 1959) 

Ewood Bridge and Entwistle goods stations to close on 2n November 1959. (Railway Gazette, 16 

October 1959) 

Charles Fay of the L&Y. (Railway Magazine, 11-1959) 

1960 
The Chorley-Blackburn line closed on 4th January 1960. (Railway Magazine, 2-1960) 

Friendships of the L&Y. (Railway Magazine, 3-1960) 

Railway Development at Preston. (Railway Magazine, 3-1960) 

Smithy Bridge station to close on 2nd May 1960. (Railway Gazette, 8 April 1960; Railway Magazine, 6-

1960) 

Hoghton station to close on 16th September 1960. (Railway Gazette, 26 August 1960) 

Pendlebury station and Formby goods station to close on 3rd October 1960. (Railway Gazette, 23 

September 1960; Railway Magazine, 11-1960) 

Haslingden station to close on 7th November 1960. (Railway Gazette, 14 October 1960; Railway 

Magazine, 12-1960) 

Turton station to close on 6th February 1961. (Railway Gazette, 30 December 1960; Railway 

Magazine, 2-1961) 

1961 
Burnley goods station to be modernised, two sheds built in 1873 and 1883 will be replaced by one 

modern shed to accommodate nearly one hundred wagons. (Railway Gazette, 2 June 1961) 

Moss Side and Wrea Green stations to close on 26th June 1961. (Railway Gazette, 16 June 1961) 

Walsden station to close on 7th August 1961. (Railway Gazette, 21 July 1961; Railway Magazine, 9-

1961) 

Astley Bridge goods station to close on 4th September 1961. (Railway Gazette, 28 July 1961) 

Barton Wright 4-4-0 locomotive drawing. (Model Railway News, 8-1961) 

Report of runaway accident at Royton on 6th February 1961. (Railway Gazette, 25 August 1961) 
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Midge Hall station to close on 2nd October 1961. (Railway Gazette, 29 September 1961; Railway 

Magazine, 11-1961) 

Manchester Road, Burnley, station to close on 6th November 1961. (Railway Gazette, 20 December 

1961; Railway Magazine, 12-1961) 

Ashton Charlestown goods station to close on 4th December 1961. (Railway Gazette, 17 November 

1961) 

1962 
The Clayton West Branch. (Railway Magazine, 2-1962) 

The Farnworth Tunnel. (Railway Magazine, 2-1962) 

Long report of the re-signalling at the east end of Victoria station. (Railway Gazette, 6 April 1962) 

Hundred End station to close on 30th April 1962. (Railway Gazette, 20 April 1962; Railway Magazine, 

6-1962) 

Elland station to close on 10th September 1962. (Railway Magazine, 8-1962) 

The Blackburn-Hellifield passenger service to be withdrawn from 10th September 1962. (Railway 

Gazette, 3 August 1962; Railway Magazine, 9-1962) 

Manchester to Hellifield. Part One. (Railway Magazine, 10-1962) 

Swinton goods station to close from 1st November 1962. (Railway Gazette, 19 October 1962) 

Manchester to Hellifield. Part Two. (Railway Magazine, 11-1962) 

1963  
Werneth Incline to close on 7th January 1963. (Railway Magazine, 1-1963) 

Cherry Tree goods station to close from 1st April 1963. (Railway Gazette, 29 March 1963) 

Droylsden goods station to close from 15th July 1963. (Railway Gazette, 5 July 1963) 

Blackrod and Bradley Fold goods stations to close from 1st August 1963, but continue to handle 

private siding traffic. (Railway Gazette, 19 July 1963) 

Tottington and Woolfold goods stations closed from 19th August 1963. (Railway Gazette, 6 

September 1963) 

1964 
The Railway Network of the Manchester Conurbation. (Institute of British Geographers, 1964) 

Shawclough goods station closed from 6th January 1964 and Walkden goods station closed from 27th

January 1964. (Railway Gazette, 3 January 1964)  

Manchester-Bury L&Y stock drawings. (Model Railway Constructor, 6-1964) 

Middleton station and Southport-Preston line to close on 7th September 1964. (Railway Magazine, 

10-1964) 
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Blackpool Central station closed on 2nd November 1964. (Railway Magazine, 12-1964) 

1965 
Horwich Works. Part One. (Railway World, 1-1965) 

Horwich Works. Part Two. (Railway World, 2-1965) 

Haigh and Crigglestone stations closed on 13th September 1965, Horwich station closed on 27th

September 1965. (Railway Magazine, 11-1965) 

1966 
Newton Heath and Middleton Junction stations closed on 3rd January 1966. (Railway Magazine, 2-

1966) 

Report of the Manchester Rapid Transit scheme unveiled in January 1966 for sixteen miles of 

suspended mono-rail from Ringway Airport to Middleton. (Railway Gazette, 18 February1966) 

Fifty years of the Bury Electrics. (Modern Tramway, 7-1966) 

1967 
Lostock Junction station closed on 7th December 1966. (Railway Magazine, 1-1967) 

Featherstone and Tanshelf stations closed on 2nd January 1967; Stubbins-Accrington line closed on 

3rd December 1966. (Railway Magazine, 2-1967) 

All passenger services withdrawn between Wakefield Kirkgate, and Pontefract Monkhill from 2nd

January 1967. (Railway Magazine, 2-1967) 

Last day at Clough Fold, 3rd December 1966. (Photograph) (Railway Magazine, 4-1967) 

Colour light signalling at Knottingley Depot. (Railway Magazine, 5-1967) 

Passenger services removed from platforms 7-10, 1st May 1967. (Marshall Vol.2,p.67) 

Feasibility study recommended to be made of a tunnel for electric subway trains between Victoria 

and Piccadilly stations. The trains would probably run between Bury and Wilmslow, connecting with 

Altrincham trains at Piccadilly. (Railway Gazette, 21 July 1967) 

Manchester-Bury Electric Trains. (Railway Magazine, 9-1967) 

60,000 Trippers at Day (to Blackpool) (Railway Magazine, 10-1967); Letters. (Railway Magazine, 12-

1967) 

Stationary Boilers on the L&Y. (Railway Magazine, 10-1967) 

St Lukes station closed on 9th September 1967; Clayton Bridge and Droylsden stations closed on 7th

October 1967; Marsh Lane and Strand Road station renamed Bootle New Strand; Fleetwood, 

Preston and West Riding Junction Railway. (Why and Wherefore) (Railway Magazine, 11-1967) 

Report of the SELNEC mono-rail across Manchester. (Railway Gazette, 17 November 1967) 

Low Moor engine shed closed on 2nd October 1967. Bolton, Newton Heath, Rose Grove, and 

Lostock Hall engine sheds to close on 6th May 1968. (Railway Magazine, 12-1967) 
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1968 
Report of the Manchester Rapid transport. (Railway Magazine, 1-1968) 

1969.  
By Permission of Her Majesty, Victoria station. (Railway Magazine, 1-1969) 

Ticket barriers at Liverpool Exchange station are being replaced by a single entrance/exit, the 

suburban booking office is being demolished and the gentlemen’s toilets near platform 6/7 removed. 

(Railway Magazine, 1-1969) 

By Permission of Her Majesty, Victoria station. (Railway Magazine, 2-1969) 

Wrought iron giving way to concrete, Trinity Street bridge, Bolton. (Railway Magazine, 3-1969) 

With the closure of Manchester Exchange station from 5th May 1969 traffic will be diverted to 

Victoria, platforms 11-17. (Railway Magazine, 5-1969) 

Blackburn Taylor Street goods station for close during August 1969; the Westwood Park line, 

Wigan to close, no date given. (Railway Magazine, 8-1969) 

Southport Derby Road goods station to close in September, 1969; Manchester City Council not to 

promote a Bill in the next Session for the Rapid Transit line. (Railway Magazine, 9-1969) 

Spring Vale goods station to close in November. (Railway Magazine, 11-1969) 

1970.  
Lancashire Union Railway, part one. (Railway Magazine, 4-1970) 

Meols Cop depot to close in February 1970. (Railway Magazine, 4-1970) 

Lancashire Union Railway, part two. (Railway Magazine, 5-1970) 

Lancashire Union Railway, part three. (Railway Magazine, 6-1970) 

Multi-million pound reconstruction scheme for Victoria station may include a tube linking the station 

with Piccadilly. (Manchester Evening News, 3 June 1970) 

Plans of Lightcliffe and Liversedge stations. (Model Railway News, 7-1970) 

Passenger services withdrawn between Poulton and Fleetwood from 4th May 1970. (Railway 

Magazine, 9-1970) 

1971  
SELNEC to promote a Bill to obtain powers for an underground railway between Piccadilly and 

Victoria stations, to re-join the Bury line at Queens Road junction. (Railway Magazine, 6-1971) 

Lytham, Ansdell, and Squires Gate have become unstaffed halts. (Railway Magazine, 6-1971) 

Feniscowles goods shed, photographs and drawing. (Model Railway Constructor, 7-1971) 
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1973.  
Railways Through Bury. Part one. (Railway Magazine, ?-1973) 

Railways Through Bury, part two. (Railway Magazine, 3-1973) 

Newtown Carriage sidings have been closed and the fuel tanks are being removed. (TW, 16 March 

1973) 

Platforms 1-4 at Victoria station have been taken out of use, electric trains now use platform 5 and 

other local trains use platforms 6-9. (TW, 7 May 1973) 

Manchester Picc/Vic scheme halted due to public spending cuts. (Railway Magazine, 10-1973) 

L&YR waiting room, plans. (Model Railways, 10-1973) 

1974 
Design work on the Picc/Vic scheme resumed following agreements subject to qualifications. 

(Railway Magazine, 3-1974) 

First Class, club carriages. (Lancashire Life, 3-1974) 

Clayton West Branch. (Model Railway Constructor, 4-1974) 

SELNEC PTE taken over by GMMCC as a result of government re-organisations from 1st April 1974. 

(Railway Magazine, 5-1974) 

Cheetham Hill carriage shed being demolished. (TW, 6-1974) 

Blackpool North station remodelled on the site of the old excursion platforms. (Railway Magazine, 

7-1974) 

1975 
Hebden Bridge station name board, photograph and drawing. (Model Railways, 1-1975) 

Report that BR is planning to modernise Victoria station in the future. (Manchester Evening News, 

21 March 1975) 

A report on transport strategy highlights proposals to electrify lines from Victoria to Oldham and 

Rochdale and to Bolton and Preston. (Manchester Evening News, 24 March 1975) 

In spite of a decision in December 1974 not to authorise GMC to start the Picc/Vic tunnel in 

1975/76 the government has indicated that all transport planning should assume construction of the 

tunnel in due course. GMC and GMT have produced in illustrated brochure on the project. (Railway 

Magazine, 7-1975) 

Hunts Bank offices severely damaged by fire overnight, 1st September 1975. Manchester Evening 

News, 1 September 1975) 

A signal error, the Irk Valley accident. (Manchester Evening News, 6 November 1975) 

1977  
Rolling Round the Razzy, Radcliffe reservoir dispute. (Lancashire Life, 2-1977) 
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Liverpool Exchange closed 29th April 1977. (Railway Magazine, 6-1977) 

Underground Moonshine (at Sough tunnel). (Lancashire Life, 6-1977) 

Echoes of Exchange (station, Liverpool). (Railway Magazine, 7-1977) 

Pennine Anniversary, Rochdale-Bacup. (Railway Magazine, 7-1977) 

The Crash (at Poulton). (Lancashire Life, 11-1977) 

A £100,000 facelift has been planned for Victoria station. The scheme is to be carried out jointly by 

BR, GMC, and GMPTE and will involve the demolition of the derelict Hunts Bank offices and 

landscaping the site with provision of pedestrian facilities, bus shelters and the cleaning of the 1909 

office building on Victoria Station Approach. It was stated that the long term use of the area was 

uncertain though there was a need for a bus terminal in the station area and the possibility of office 

development. (Manchester Evening News, 22 November 1977) 

1978 
A million pound scheme has emerged to give life to railways stations which will include Victoria and 

Salford and to replace the Picc/Vic tunnel there will be the Castlefield Curve to connect Salford with 

Deansgate. It will complement the facelift scheme at Victoria station. (Manchester Evening News, 3 

March 1978) 

Tribute to the L&Y. (Lancashire Life, 4-1978) 

Instead of the controversial Picc/Vic tunnel a cheaper link between Piccadilly and Victoria has been 

proposed by GMC. This would connect Deansgate and Salford via Castlefield curve and a 300 yard 

section of new track to allow through running between suburban services north and south of the 

city. (Railway Magazine, 4-1978) 

Rochdale-Bacup. (Lancashire Life, 6-1978) 

The roof of the former fish dock at Victoria station is being removed. (TW, 20 June 1978) 

The demolition has started on the derelict Hunts Bank offices. (TW, 26 June 1978) 

The Hunts Bank offices at Victoria are to be demolished. The building has been derelict since the 

opening of Rail House at Piccadilly eight years ago. (Railway Magazine, 10-1978) 

Photograph of work at Victoria station to remove the roof between platforms 11 and 12 in 1935. 

(Manchester Evening News, 14 October 1978) 

The latest proposals for the Castlefield Curve include an extra platform at Salford station and a 

viaduct over the river Irwell, 572 yards long to connect the line from Victoria with that to Oxford 

Road. The scheme is seen as an alternative to the Picc/Vic underground which was abandoned 

because of cost. BR has promoted the Bill as a safeguard because it is still possible that a modified 

underground may be pursued. The City Council want the underground but GMC prefer Castlefield 

curve. (Manchester Evening News, 6 December 1978) 

1979  
The demolition of the Hunts Bank offices completed. (TW, 2 February1979) 
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The front of the 1909 office building on Victoria Station Approach is being sand blasted, the 

restaurant has been modernised and the bridges over Great Ducie Street and the river Irwell have 

been painted. (TW, 9 March 1979) 

In view of the demise of the Picc/Vic underground, long term plans have been formulated to create a 

bus/rail interchange at Victoria station. The first phase of the £2 million plan will be to convert the 

existing superstructure of the station and to use the disused bay platforms. By transferring the local 

services to platforms 12 to 16 the interchange would be extended. (Manchester Evening News, 9 

March 1979) 

1980  
BR are seeking powers for the Castlefield Curve. (Railway Magazine, 2-1980) 

Last train into Bury Bolton Street station on Friday, 14th March 1980. (Railway Magazine, 5-1980) 

Metropolis to Metroland. Manchester-Bury. (Railway Magazine, 10-1980) 

Manchester as a railway centre. (Modern Railways, 12-1980) 

1981 
The Old Swan Hotel and the Phoenix Mill at the corner of Victoria Station Approach and Long 

Millgate have been demolished. (TW. 6-1981) 

Only platforms 3 to 5 and the footbridge at Exchange station. (TW, 21 June 1981) 

Powers are being sought by BR for the Windsor Link, 700 metres of railway from Windsor Bridge 

to Ordsall. The £3 million scheme will require the demolition of the old engine shed at Hope Street 

and a short tunnel under Liverpool Street. A new station will be built at Windsor Bridge. 

(Manchester Evening News, 27 August 1981) 

The Train Now Leaving (Liverpool) Exchange. (Lancashire Life, 9-1981) 

Yorkshire Grit, Huddersfield and Sheffield Junction Railway. (Railway Magazine, 11-1981) 

1982 
The timber floor of the station concourse at Victoria is being ripped up revealing the brick columns 

which support the timber joists. (TW, 17 February1982) 

It is hoped that the Windsor Link will be included in part of the scheme to electrify the railway 

between Manchester and Blackpool and that long distance trains between the north and south 

would be diverted through Manchester. (Manchester Evening News, 27 April 1982) 

On 27th April 1982 BR presented the proposed Windsor Link for which powers are being sought. 

(Railway Magazine, 7-1982) 

The Age of the Train. Office work at Victoria in the 1930’s. (Pennine Magazine, 10/11-1982) 

1983 
Strategy for Manchester. Study Group report on three options for services. (Railway Magazine, 5-

1983) 
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1984  
Manchester Victoria. (Railway World, 1-1984) 

Two thirds of the station roof over platforms 1 to 3 at Victoria station has been removed leaving 

about one third of its length at the concourse end. (TW, 3 March 1984) 

The Lanky and its ambitions south of the Humber. (Railway Heritage, 7/9-1984) 

The Railway That Never Was. Proposed extension of Holmfirth branch. (Pennine Magazine, 12-

1984) 

1985  
LMS Days at Manchester Victoria. (Railway World, 1-1985) 

The ticket barriers along the concourse at Victoria station have been removed and replaced with a 

single entrance opposite the booking office. (TW, 4-1985) 

1986  
The remaining few shops on Victoria Station Approach were destroyed by fire. (TW, 14 May 1986) 

The facelift at Victoria station has taken almost two years. TV screens have been installed to update 

train times and “street market” stalls on the concourse. In due course new improved ticket barriers 

and floor tiles will be provided. The domed buffet has been improved. By 1990 the PTE hope to have 

the new Light Rapid Transit supertrams operating through Victoria station. (Manchester Evening 

News, 11 August 1986) 

Work on the new station at Salford Crescent is continuing and when completed about half the 

trains to Victoria will use the Windsor Link to Piccadilly. Passengers for Victoria will have to change 

trains. (Manchester Evening News, 12 August 1986) 

The remains of the shops on Victoria Station Approach have been cleared away, all that remains are 

the steps that lead down to Walkers Croft. (TW, 11-1896) 

1988  
Report that BR plans to demolish the recently cleaned 1909 office building following the diversion of 

train services from Victoria station. (Manchester Evening News, 24 February1988) 

Light and Heavy in Manchester. (Modern Railways, 5-1988) 

Breaking the Mould in Manchester. (Modern Railways, 11-1988) 

1989

Victoria station will lose its inter-city status with the introduction of the new timetable in May. BR 

state that with an investment of £5 million over the last few years they are unlikely to give up on the 

station in spite of the running down of the parcels office operation. It is likely that there will be a 

great deal of land surplus to requirements but the station will not close. (Manchester Evening News, 

2 February1989) 
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All the sidings at Red Bank have been cleared of vehicles. The four tracks from Victoria have been 

reduced to two at about where the old Footbridge signal cabin once stood. (TW, 21 August 1989) 

Report of a film taken by the Cooperative Wholesale Sociey following the blitz in 1940, including 

part of Victoria station. (Manchester Evening News, 1 November 1989) 

1990 
Part of Victoria station roof was damaged by high winds during the night, many trains terminated at 

Salford. (TW, 26 February1990) 

The newspaper kiosk at Victoria station which adjoined the former left luggage office by platform 11, 

has been closed. (TW, 22 March 1990) 

All the tracks at Queens Road carriage sidings have been lifted and the two tracks which run 

between Cheetham Hill Junction and Queens Road Junction are still in situ but have been, at one 

point, covered over with spoil as if a road access is to be laid over them leading to a circle of granite 

chippings laid over the site of the carriage sidings. (TW, 8 April 1990)  

L&Y Elliptical Roof Carriage Stock. (British Railway History, Autumn, 1990) 

Manchester’s Changing Face. (Modern Railways, 10-1990) 

All Change at Manchester Victoria. Backtrack, 11/12-1990) 

1991  
Against the Collar, Horses in Liverpool. (Backtrack, ½-1991) 

Changing Face of Hellifield. (Backtrack, ½-1991) 

Tragedy at Irk Valley. (Backtrack, ¾ 1991) 

Scheme for redeveloping the Victoria station land between platforms 12 and 17. A re-signalling 

scheme is planned for Victoria based operations including the Metrolink. (Manchester Evening News, 

19 June 1991) 

Electric trains have been withdrawn between Victoria station and Crumpsall in preparation for the 

conversion by Metrolink, a bus service is being provided. (TW, 6 July 1991) 

Victoria station has been chosen as the site of Manchester’ Olympic stadium. (Manchester Evening 

News, 27 November 1991) 

Mirfield engine shed, part one. (Modellers Backtrack, 12-1991) 

1992 
Mirfield engine shed, part two. (Modellers Backtrack, 1-1992) 

The dome in the restaurant at Victoria station cleaned and repainted. (Manchester Evening News, 21 

January 1992) 

Metrolink opened from Victoria to Bury, 6th April 1992. (TW, 6 April 1992) 

Metrolink opened from Victoria to GMEX, 27 April 1992. (TW,27 April 1992) 
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Aspinall Six Coupled Goods. (Modellers Backtrack, 6/7-1992) 

Plans unveiled to build a sports arena on the site of Victoria station, covering platforms 12 to 17 and 

the parcels office. An hotel and office development is also planned covering the old suburban station. 

(Manchester Evening News, 17 June 1992) 

Olympic arena plans for Victoria unveiled […]. Although the station’s role has been reduced it is still 

busy with passenger and cross Pennine freight traffic. By reducing the station to about half its size it 

would be able to cope with future traffic. The track is to be rationalised and the signalling 

modernised. (Rail News, 7-1992) 

The Queen formally opened the Metrolink. (TW, 17 July 1992) 

Metrolink opened from Victoria to Piccadilly. 20th July 1992. (TW, 20 July 1992) 

Passengers thanked for their patience during the building work at Victoria station. (Manchester 

Evening News, 24 August 1992) 

Illustration of the future of Victoria station and the surrounding area. (Manchester Evening News, 28 

September 1992) 

Ambulance trains on the L&Y. (Backtrack, 11/12-1992) 

Secrets of Victoria station. The underground bunker used when the station was bombed in 1940, 

also the river Irk and the foundations of the workhouse wall. (Manchester Evening News, 14 

December 1992) 

The roof over the former LNWR bays removed. (TW, 15 December 1992) 

The station will be closed from before Christmas to 4th January 1992 […] large cranes will lift the 

overall roof. Trains from the west will terminate at Salford but those from the east will continue to 

use platforms 9 and 10. (Manchester Evening News, 29 December 1992) 

1993 
By 3rd January 1993 the whole of the 1884 station roof has been removed in an exercise which has 

been taken over Christmas and New Year. (TW, 3 January 1993) 

The station roof between the 1884 Hunts bank building and Great Ducie Street has been taken 

down. (TW, 31 January 1993) 

The site of the parcels office at the corner of great Ducie Street and New Bridge Street is being 

cleared. (TW, 14 February1993) 

Letter recalling the accident at Victoria station on 11th December 1947. (Manchester Evening News, 

20 February1993) 

The last of the LNWR bay platform roof over platform 11 to Exchange station has been taken down. 

(TW, 7 March 1993) 

Excavations are taking place between New Bridge Street and the station from Cheetham Hill Road 

to Great Ducie Street. A footbridge has been erected across the platforms between the old luggage 

bridge and Cheetham Hill Road bridge. (TW, 21 March 1993) 

The second world war bunker exposed by excavations. (Manchester Evening News, 22 March 1993) 
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Plans for an Olympic Ring round Manchester centred on Victoria station. Two chords, one at 

Castlefield and one at Ardwick will enable trains to service all the proposed Olympic sites. 

(Manchester Evening News, 22 March 1993) 

The subway between platforms 11 and 17 has been closed and a temporary footbridge has been 

brought into use between the old luggage bridge and Cheetham Hill Road bridge. (TW, 29 March 

1993) 

The first of 1,000 piles to support the new arena was driven in by the Lord mayor of Manchester. 

(Manchester Evening News, 2 April 1993) 

Victoria station is to be the centrepiece of a redevelopment. The station is to be smaller becoming 

the hub of a transport system of rail, bus, and Metrolink. (Manchester Evening News, 13 May 1993) 

Ticket barriers have been completely removed from the station. (TW, 17 May 1993) 

The incline and subway between platforms 11 and 17 have been filed in. (TW, 17 May 1993) 

Report of the removal of the ticket barriers at Victoria station. (Manchester Evening News, 22 May 

1993) 

Blackpool Central. (British Railways Illustrated, Summer 1993) 

A new footbridge is nearing completion across the reduced number of tracks between the 

temporary footbridge and Cheetham Hill Road bridge. (TW, 20 July 1993) 

The old luggage bridge has been cut down leaving only the support columns and there is now 

concrete walling along the length of the old platform 12. Only platforms 15 and 16 are being used. 

What was the underground war time bunker can be seen in the excavation. (TW, 1 August 1993) 

From 8th to 15th August 1993 the first of the new platforms at Victoria station will be completed. 

(Middleton Guardian, 8 August 1993) 

Victoria station is to close for ten days, or so, so that the track layout can be altered for the new 

arrangement which it seems will consist of platform 11 and a new island platform on the site of the 

old through lines and Wall Side. There appears to be a new footbridge above the old subway and 

another close to Cheetham Hill Road bridge. (TW, 8 August 1993) 

Victoria station was re-opened today 16th August 1993 using platform 11 and the new platform 12 as 

well as the old platforms 15 and 16. (TW, 16 August 1993) 

The changing face of Victoria station. There will be six platforms, 1 and 2 bay platforms 3 and 4 have 

been completed and work on 5 and 6 has started. (Manchester Evening News, 3 September 1993) 

Platforms 15 and 16 at Victoria station have been closed and all traffic will use 3 (11) and 4 as from 

Monday, 15th November 1993. (TW, 14 November 1993) 

1994 
A decorative metal gate, salvaged from Victoria station ,will be erected at Bolton Street ELR station, 

Bury. (Manchester Evening News, 11 February1994) 

Celebrations to take place on 30th May 1994 to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Victoria station. 

(Manchester Evening News, 4 April 1994) 
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Two new platforms opened at Victoria station and all platforms were re-numbered with 9 and 10 

becoming 1 and 2, number 11 being 3 and the other new ones 4, 5, 6. Metrolink platforms are A, B, 

C. Later in the day a freight train passing through platform 6 removed all the coping stones of the 

platform edge so it will be out of use for some time. (TW, 25 August 1994) 

When a freight train was passing through Victoria station two bogie 67 ton wagons became derailed 

and shattered every edging stone along platform 6. The platform had only recently been completed 

and was due to be opened this day. (Manchester Evening News, 25 April 1994) 

L&Y Simplex Engines. (Modellers Backtrack, 10/11-1994) 

L&Y Occupation Bridge. (Modellers Backtrack, 10/11-1994) 

The new arena is to open on 14th July 1995 and there is a major drive to launch the second phase of 

the project which will entail a multi-storey office and hotel complex. (Manchester Evening News, 22 

May 1995) 

1995 
It has been decided that the model railway used at the L&Y School of Signalling at Victoria station is 

no longer needed. It will be moved to the Railway Museum at York. (Manchester Evening News, 26 

August 1995) 

1996 
Salford Docks Branch. (Backtrack, 2-1996) 

Poulton-le-Fylde. Photographs. (Backtrack, 4-1996) 

Electric Trains in Manchester, 1890-1990. (Backtrack, 6-1996) 

A terrorist bomb exploded in Manchester on Saturday, 15th June 1996 causing severe damage to 

Victoria station. (TW. 15 June 1996) 

Victoria station was badly damaged by the blast from the explosion last Saturday, 15th June 1996. The 

Victoria station was closed and included in the exclusion zone which was thrown around the city 

centre. A few days later passengers were allowed to use the New Bridge Street (Trinity Way) 

entrance. Metrolink services from Bury were terminated at Woodlands Road station. Access to the 

station was restored on Thursday. There appears to have been no structural damage but a large 

number of windows in the 1909 office block and in the 1844 Hunts bank building were blown out. A 

large amount of glass fell on to the pavement canopy bringing down most of its glass covering. For 

safety reasons the canopy was cordoned off and supported with scaffolding poles. Whether the 

station names along the front edge of the canopy will be saved remains to be seen. (TW, 23 June 

1996) 

L&Y Locomotive Miscellany. (Backtrack, 10-1996) 

1997 
Two Veterans of the Lanky; Lanky Longevity; Electric Trains of Merseyside. (Backtrack, 4-1997) 

Accident on the parcel carrier at Victoria station on 26th February 1919. (LYRS Platform 43) 

Trouble on the Trans Pennine. Accidents in Yorkshire. (Backtrack, 5-1997) 
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Overhead parcel carrier at Victoria station. (LYRS Platform, 44) 

The Hawkshaw Singles of the L&Y. (Backtrack, 7-1997) 

Aspects of the MLR, part one. (Backtrack, 10-1997) 

Aspects of the MLR, part two. (Backtrack, 11-1997) 

Liveries of the L&YR. (British Railway Modeller, 11-1997) 

The Red Bank carriage sidings are now used as the works depot for the re-signalling which is taking 

place through Victoria station. A paved access road has been laid down from the sidings to the 

bridge over the river irk at Collyhurst Road. (TW, 26 November 1997) 

1998 
Victoria L&YR. (Backtrack, 3-1998) 

Pushing back the Midland – the L&YR Returns. (Steam Days, 4-1998) 

The Holmfirth Branch. (Backtrack, 6-1998) 

Re-signalling through Victoria station will begin during July 1998 until September. Nine signal cabins 

will be replaced by a signal control centre close to Salford Crescent station. (Manchester Evening 

News, 23 June 1998) 

The modernisation of the signalling through Victoria station is part of the North Manchester 

Regeneration Programme. Work will be done at night as far as possible but there will be six weeks 

of disruption at various places from Friday, 31st July 1998. (Manchester Evening News, 26 June 1998) 

Manchester Victoria. (Steam Days, 7-1998) 

1999 
The Unfortunate Case of Henry O’Brien. (Backtrack, 2-1999) 

Horwich Works Remembered. (Backtrack, 4-1999) 

Victoria East Junction signal cabin has been demolished and the site cleared. (TW,4 May 1999) 

2000 
The Hawkshaw Arch (Liverpool). (Backtrack, 1-2000) 

All the station names on the canopy along Victoria Station Approach have been renovated following 

the terrorist bombing of 15th June 1996. (TW, 24 August 2000) 

“Then and Now” photographs of the 1909 Victoria station office building in 1957 and the present. 

(Manchester Evening News, 2 September 2000) 

Stalybridge. In the 1950’s(Backtrack, 10-2000) 

Royton Junction. (Backtrack, 11-2000) 

Scaffolding has been erected round the 1844 Hunts Bank station building. (TW, 6 November 2000) 
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L&YR Shipping Fleets; Aspinall 2-4-2 locomotives at work. (Backtrack, 12-2000) 

2001 
Runaway! Article on the runaway petrol train which crashed at Victoria station on 10th December 

1947. (Backtrack, 6-2001) 

2001 
George Hughes of Horwich. (British Railway Journal, no.59, 60, 61) 

George Hughes. (Backtrack, 7-2001) 

Rochdale station. (Backtrack, 7-2001) 

Breezy Northern Heights. (Backtrack, 8-2001) 

Todmorden. (Backtrack, 11-2001) 

L&Y Special Saloons. (Backtrack. 12-2001) 

2002 
Centenary Exhibition at Victoria station, September 1930. (Backtrack, 3-2002) 

2003 
Glass roof panels collapsed and crashed on to platforms at Victoria station at about 4.00am today, 

9th May 2003. Metrolink platform A was cordoned off and services replaced by buses. Two rail 

platforms and the car park were closed off. (Manchester Evening News, 9 May 2003) 

Lancashire Life. Rochdale-Bury-Bolton line. (Backtrack, 6 March 2003) 

Millions of pounds are needed to repair Victoria station roof. A complex scaffolding system will have 

to be erected so that work can proceed without disrupting the train and Metrolink services. Though 

the roof leaks badly the problems have been brought to a head with the glass roof panels falling 

down in May. (Manchester Evening News, 19 August 2003) 

2004 
Beware of Children. Incident at Smedley Viaduct. (Backtrack, 5-2004) 

By Rail and Sea to Fleetwood. Part one. (Backtrack, 7-2004) 

By Rail and Sea to Fleetwood. Part two. (Backtrack, 8-2004) 

2005  
Horwich and the Labour Dispute of 1911. (Backtrack, 1,2005) 

The Facit branch of the L&YR. (Backtrack, 5-2005) 
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2006 
Railway Damage and Disruption in WW II; Merseyside. Part one. (Backtrack, 2-2006) 

Railway Damage and Disruption in WW II; Merseyside. Part two. (Backtrack, 3-2006) 

Railway Damage and Disruption in WW II; Merseyside. Part three. (Backtrack, 4-2006) 

Railway Damage and Disruption in WW II; Merseyside. Part four. (Backtrack, 5-2006) 

Accrington. (Backtrack. 6-2006) 

2008.  
The Railway to Clitheroe. (Backtrack, 3-2008) 

The Chatburn to Hellifield Line. (Backtrack, 9-2008) 

2010 
Charles Fay and James Newall Mechanical Brakes. (Backtrack, 3-2010) 

2011 
The Longridge Branch. (Backtrack, 11-2011) 

2012 
Blackburn to Preston Railway. (Backtrack, 1-2012) 

Manchester’s Victoria Station in Focus. (Backtrack, 4-2012) 

Steam Days at Rochdale. (Steam Days, 7-2012) 

Manchester to Bury. Part one. (Backtrack, 7-2012) 

Manchester to Bury. Part two. (Backtrack, 8-2012) 

2013 
The Royton Branch. (Backtrack, 1-2013) 


